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CHAP.     I. 


Refleftions  on  the  nature  ot  the  old  government  of  France— The 
public  burdenSf  and  the  cOnfequent  embarralTment  of  the 
finances,  the  fole  caufe  of  the  re  trolution— State  of  France  un« 
der  Louis  XIV — Unexampled  profufion  of  Louis  XV— Accef-* 
fioo  ofLouisXVJ-^Recal  of  the  parliaments,  &c. — State  of  the 
finances-*— Appointment  of  M.  Turgot — Revolt  of  the  Britifh 
colonies  in  America — Itnprudent  meafures  of  the  French 
government  on  that  occafion«-M.  Neckar's  fyflem  of  finance 
cenfured — M.  Calonne — Oppofit'ton  of  the  parliaments  — 
Notables — Change  of  miniftrv — Banifliraent  of  the  parliaments 
— Imprifonment  of  the  duke  d*Orleans  and  two  other  members 
— Projeded  plans  of  grand  Bailiwicks  and  coiir  pleniere-^ 
Notables  convoked  a  fecond  time —  Refignation  of  the  arch- 
biOiop  of  Sens— Recal  of  M.  Neckar— Refolution  to  convoke 
the  (^ates-general — Third  convocation  of  notables-*  Proceed- 
ings in  that  aiTembly  and  in  council  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
the  ilates*geneial. 

-Oy  a  fingular  fetality,  France,  at  once  the  moft  popu- 
lous and  the  moft  enlightened  nation  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  had  remained  under  the  yoke  of  defpotic.  autho- 
rity during  the  protrafted  period  of  more  than  a  hun- 
dred and  leventy  years.  It  may  indeed  be  doubted  whe- 
ther the  fervitude  of  the  people  might  not  be  traced  to  a 
date  ftill  more  remote,  iince  the  teudal  inftitutions  were 
litde  calcolated  to  promote  the  wd&re  of  the  community 
at  laige,  and  (ince  that  pertncipus  latitude  of  authority, 
B  2     '  "which 
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whkh  was  latterly  the  ci«^ufivc  tnhmrihce  ci  the 
monarch;  had  been  previbufly  in  all  propabUity  only  plor- 
tioncdput  among  anoppTclSveandi-apatioiisiiobility: 

It  ^buld  be  a  foufce  of  confdation  toniAnkind;  if  we 
could  lay  it  down  as  a  max!tm,  that  the  ^ifitwme  of:  tyran- 
ny is  always  produftiyt  of  libeltyi  but  tbelohg  dc^feffion 
of  enflayed  Ron\e,  as  well  as  more  modetti  examples, 
forbid  us  to  indulge  the  AitteriDg  (pcculatioti-  It  is  how- 
ever fome  difcouragement  to  defiK>tifm,  that,  in  certain 
circumftances,  a  revolution  is  commonly  the  coofequcnce 
of  great  opprcffion;  and  that  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impof- 
fible,  for  a  monarch  to  guard,  by  any  artificial  airrange- 
mcnts,  the  fanftuaries  of  arbitrary  power. 

Hiftory  ancient  or  modern  affords  no  inilance  of  a 
country,  m  which  defpotilm  was  reduced  tofo  complete 
a  {yftem  as  in  France.  The  king  levied  taxes,  by  his  fole 
authority,  to  a  greater  annual  amount  than  are  raifed  by 
the  whole  of  thofe  immenfc  territories  which  compofe  the 
Germanic  body.  The  people  were  (ludioufly  deprefled  by 
poverty,  ignorance,  ana  extortion.  They  had  no  rights, 
or  \yere  carefully  inftruSed  never  to  claim  them.  Every 
private  citizen  was  liable  to  be  forced  by  the  officers  of 
government  from  his  ffarving  family  to  wxk  in  i6me 
corvee  of  public  concern,  or  of  ablurd  tn^nifioence — 
He  was  taxed  to  more  than  half  the  amount  of  his  in- 
conie ;  and  among  theie  one  of  the  mofl  Oppteffive  ^was 
the^belle  or  lalt  tax,  by  which  he  was  forced  to  pay  at 
an  exorbitant  rale  for  that  neceflary  coMimodityj  while 
ne  was  neither  allowed  to  purchafe  when  he  jrfeafcd/  nor 
to  afcertain  the  quantity,  but  both  weielett  to  thefar- 
mers  of  the  revenue.  -  • 

Tyranny  exerciled  upon  the  property  of  ir  natidh*  muft 
ever  be  accompnied  With  tyranny  a2,afnft"fheif  perions. 
The  king  and  his  minifters  poflefled  an  uhlimited  power 
of  imprifbnment— -Under  the  pretence  6f  preferving  the 
public  tranquillity  ^inft  traitors  and  irduigents,  the 

detefiable 
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dctcftablc  mm^m  of  letters  de  cachet  was  contrived ; 
and  tbi$>pf)«(|ke  wa^carried  to  ii^ch  a  dreadful  excefi,  that 
they  were  nQtoribufly  lold  by  t;he  xniftrefTcs  and  favouritrs 
of  th^  mararc;h»  and  pvca  by  rtieir  lubordinate  agents  ; 
by,  ^tch^ftny  perfon  rf  the  higher  ctaffes,  for  a  pecuniary 
confidcmti^a.  might  gratify^  to  the  iull  pxtent,  hb  envy, 
his  caprioei>r.bis  revengje. 

The  <haift  of  defpoti(n\  defended  —  the  privileged 
ordei5  98  they  were  called,  the  aobility  and  clergy,  par- 
tidpatod  in  the  rapine  and  injufii£;e  of  the  court.  The 
nobility  were  bribed  to  the  fuj^port  of  this  immenfe  fabric 
of  corruption  aiid  mifery,  bv  a  complete  exemption  from 
idl  public  contributions ;  and  their  paffions  v^rere  gratified 
with  the  liberty  of  procuring  letters  de  cachet,  upon  moft 
QQcaiions,  ag^ofl  thole  who  pfTended  or  difpleafed  them. 
The  deigy  jire  faid  to  have  been  invefted  with  nearly  a 
fifth  of  the  neat  produce  of  the  whole  kir^om,  exclu- 
five  of  efhites  of  immenfe  value. 

The  adnvnifbation  of  juftice  was  well  calculated  to 
aiBnulate  with  the  reft  of  the  iyftem.  The  criminal  tri- 
als were  gienerally  lecret  and  the  ftate  truls  always  fo— 
But  the  moft'  comfdete  abluidity  was,  that  men  were  not 
ekvated  to  tha  bench  of  juftice  for  their  talents  or  their 
integ^y,  but  the  feats  of  thofe  venerable  tribunals  were 
ootorioufly  fold  to  the  highert  bidder;  and  it  is  affirmed 
that  the  dicifions  of  the  court  was  (carcely  lefs  venal. 

-Gfo&  aiKl  audacious  as  were  theie  abufes,  the  authp*- 
rity  by  which  they  were  fupported  was  too  well  guarded 
to  b^  eia%  overturn^  A  numerous  mercenary  army  was 
always  at  the  difpo&l  of  the*  king  and  his  favourites ;  a 
fyflem  of  police,  at  once  the  moft  perfect  and  the  moft 
Jibknury  that  ever  was  devifed,  pervade^  every  part  of  the 
kingdom^  and  a  hoft  of  fpies  and  informen,  difperfed 
UnoughQUt  the  mtioni  rendered  more  effedual  fervice  to 
the  c^ufe  of  d^ipotifsi  than  even  the  janizaries  of  the 
monarch./ 

B  3  That 
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That  (o  ftupendous  an  edifice  of  tyranny  Ihould  ever 
be  brougjit  to  deftruftion*  is  the  qircumftance  which 
ought  chiefly  to  cxcrlte  our  fuq)rife.  It  was  formed  for 
duration,  and  muH:  have  been  permanent,  liad  not  the 
ainbition  of  fucceffive  monarchscounteraBed  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  corrupt,  but  ingenious  authors,  of  the 
fyftem.  The  paffion  for  war,  and  the  praQice  of  funding 
(which  fooner  or  later  muft  efFed  a  violent  change  in  all 
the  governments  in  Europe)  brought  that  of  France  to  a 
premature  dcflruftion.  Speculative  men  attribute  too 
much  to  the  difFufion  of  knowledge,  when  they  afcribe 
to  this  caufe  the  French  Revolution.  The  difFufion  of 
knowledge  may  teach  men  to  feel  their  wrongs,  but  it  is 
painftil  lenfe  of  qppreffion  that  will  ftimulate  to  lefent 
them.  The  people  in  all  countries  are  timid,  patient, 
fubmiflive;  the  flaves  of  habit,  of  intereft,  and  of  pre-' 
judic<;  i  and  will  endure  much  rather  than  ri(k  any  thing. 

The  prodigality  of  Louis  the  XIV.  was  united  \yith  a 
magnificence  which  dazzled  Europe  with  its  fplendor,  and 

rified  tliat  national  vanity  which  has  been  confidered 
ages  as  the  charaflerifiic  of  the  French.  He  was 
fucceeded  by  a  prince  who  united  in  him  the  oppofitc 
vices  of  avarice  and  prodigality.  While  immenfe  fums 
were  expended  on  the  fruitleis  wars  of  the  court,  and 
fcarcely  lefs  on  that  fyflem  of  intrigue  by  which  the  ca- 
binet of  France  afiefted  to  direft  the  affairs  of  Europe ; 
while  the  public  trealure.was  lavilhed  upon  profiitutcs 
and  panders*;  the  king  had  a  private  treajfury  of  bis  own 
in  which-he  gratified  his  avarice  with  contexpplating  an 
accuuiulation  of  property,  extorted  by  the  mofl  luijuft 
means  trom  the  wretched  peaiantry  of  France. 

Nature  had  formed  tlie  heart  of  Louis  XVL  of  the 
bed  materials,  and  from  his  iSrft  acceffion  to  power  he 
appeared  to  make  the  happinefe  of  his  people,  if  not  the 

*  The  popfip  of  the  court  of  Louis  XIV."  fays  M.  Rabaut, 
'*  was  pariimony  wbcn  compared  with  that  of  Louis  XV* 

principal, 
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principal,  at  kaft  one  of  the  greateft  ofcgcAs  of  his 
government:  and  had  the  date  ot  the  finances  not  been 
irretrievably  bad,  the  rrfomis  ia  adminiftration  which  he 
effefted  woiiy  have  inimortdized'his  nattie.  By  difpofi- 
tion  or  by  habftt  averfe  to  pomp  and  parade,  he  could 
part  without  rduftance  with  eveiy  thing  whid^  had  no  . 
farther  objedt  than  to  fatisfy  thofe  puerile  paffiom.  Yet 
t\\e  charaftet  ,of  Louis  has  been  greatly  miftaken,  and 
one  feature  has  been  oonftantly  overlooked.  He  was 
tenadous  of  power,  and  never  parted  with  itbtit  with 
extreme  rdumnce.  This  remark  will  meet  with 
frequent  confirmation  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  and 
indeed  the  nnislortune  of  his  concluding  yeais  appear  to 
have  been  gteatly  aggravated,  if  not  in  a  great  meafure 
created,  by  the  circumftance. 

The  difjgraceful  fyftem  which  had  darkened  the  annals 
of  France  durii^  tlie  latter  yeats  of  his  grandfather's  feign, 
though  it  might  be  {u{^ported  under  an  aged  monarch,  to 
whom  habit  had  reconciled  his  fubje^s,  and  whofe 
declining  years  afforded  a  hope  of  a  fp^y  diange,  coiikl 
not  be  endured  under  a  young  king;  and  Louis  had  the 
fenfe  to  fee  that  a  chan^  of  meafures  was  necef&ry,  and 
the  fpirit  to  enter  upon  fuch  a  chai^.  The  duke 
d'AfguiHon,  and  aQ  the  faction  of  couRtefs  do  Barr^^ 
were  lli^tly  removed ;  and  the  young  king  immediately 
lecalled  the  count  de  Maurepas,  the  friend  and  confident 
of  ^bis  &ther,  whom  the  vicious  policy  ci  the  late  reign 
had  banifhed  from  the  court.  This  ancient  ftatefman 
dedined  to  acc^  ci  any  ofteitfible  office,  but  contented 
himfdf  with  a  feat  in  the  privy  council,  while  the  affairs  • 
of  France  wei«  adminiftered  under  bis  direftipn.  The 
oftenfible 'mihiflers  were  Mr.  Miromernil,  who  was 
s^ipointed  keeper  of  the  feak;  the  count  de  Vergennes, 
who  piefided  over  the  foreign  department,  and  the  count 
de  Muy  over  that  of  war. 

B4  The 
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.  The  recal  aod  re-efinblUhment  of  the  parliaments, 
whotp  the  fears  orlhcrefentment  of  the  late  government 
had  baoifhed,  was  r$itber,a  laorifice  to  popularity  than  a 
fpojQ^^ineous  meaiure  xif  the  king;  but  the  goodnefe  of  his 
bea^twaf.evidenced  by  his  aboliihing  the  horrid  engine  of 
tyranny,  the  queftioQ  of  torture,  by  the  edid  which 
commuted  the  punKbment  of  deferters  from  death  to 
fl^v^y  J  and  by  the  abolition  of  mod  of  the  oppreiiive 
feu(}al  pnyileges  within  his  own  dominions. 

A.ftill  .bold<ir  and  more  hazardous  innovation  was  the 
difbanding  of  the  mou(quetaires,  a  corpfe  fekfted  from 
the  mofl  illuftrious  faniilies  for  the  guard  of  the  royal 
perfon,  but  the  infolence  and  expence  of  which  were  ill 
compenUted  by  the  appearance  of  fuperior  dignity. — 
This  meaiure  is  commonly  attributed  to  the  advice  of 
the  count  de  St.  Germains,  and  might  be  the  dictate 
either  of  expedience  or  of  policy.  It,  however,  indicated 
the  (pirit  of  reform  by  which  the  government  was  adtua- 
ted,  and  which,  commencing  with  the  court,  was  after- 
wards to  be  carried  to^  an  enthufiaftiod  exce&  by  the 
nation. 

The  difi)iders  in  which  three  fatal  wars  had  bvolved 
th^  finances  d  the  nation,  and  which  the  unexampled 
ppodigjality  of  his  predeceiibr  had  inaeafed,  was,  how- 
eveT) :  an  evil  not  eafily  to  be  repaired.  Nor  was  a  ri^ 
economy  the  charaderiftic  of  the  court  even  of  Louis 
XVi.  However  little-  difpofed  to  habits  of  profuiion 
the  IcJK  might  be  in  his  own  perion,  the  expenlive  plea- 
fures  oTthe  queen,  a^d.^he  uncommon  fpkndour  of  the 
courl^  fervc^l  rather  to  promote  than  diminilh  the  gene- 
ral diftrefe.,  "XJn^fT  thirty  fucccffive  mtniflers,"  fays 
Rabaut^  /U^e  court  jcyer  craving  and  ever  poor,  bad 
invented  new  refoui^es.  To, imagine  a  new  tax  was 
confide^  as  a  ftroke  of  .genius,  and  the  art  of  diiguifit^ 
it  fhe^ed  the  adroitnefs  oi  the  financier.  We  had  alre^ 
fiy  imported  from  Italy,  under  the  aulpices  of  our  re- 
gents 
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gents  of  the  houfe  of  Medicis,  the  celebrated  refourceof 
farming  out  the  ftixes,  the  fcicrtct*  of  whidi  confifts  in 
giving  it&'iipt^  sis»you  can^t&thefbte,  hi  bnfef  to  levy 
as  mtfc:hfSf^^W  Can  uponr-  the  people.  The  fade  of  offices 
and  conrmiflkms  wa&  liket^ife  &  tax  levied  upon  pride  and 
upon  fotly:  tbfsk  number  incMifed  evay  day.  It  is 
neceflary  to  acquaint  iore^gneirs  that,  amor^  us,  was 
fold  the  ejtclufive  right  of  exercifing  fuch  or  fudi  piofi^ 
£ons,  and  that  this  might  become  a  title.  Patents  were 
made  out  for  carrying  on  the  trade  of  a  peruke-maker, 
of  a  coal*n%ter,  of  a  iearcher  of  hogs'  tongues ;  and  thefe 
callings  became  exclufive;  they  were  termed  privileges. 
The  rich  purebafed  them  as  a  fpeculation,  and  fold  them 
to  advanli^.  A  certain  financier  had  in  his  port-folio 
thirty  patents  for  peruke-ipakers^.  which  were  bought  of 
him  at  a  high  price  by  perfons  dwelling  in  the  remoteft 
provinces.  Befides  that  this  low  kjixl  of  fpeculation 
changed  the  diarader  of  the  pec^le,  where  every  thiru^ 
even  honour,  was  become  venal,  tbele  new-created  o£Eh 
ces  were  ail  fo  many  indireft  taxes;  for  the  purcbaier 
never  failed  to  make  the  public  reimburfe  him.  It  was 
injurious  to  induftry,  fincc,  in  order  to  exercife  a  proief- 
iion,  it  was  not  neceflary  to  have  talents  for  it,  but  to  be 
citber  rich  already,  or  to  borrow  in  order  to  become 
ricb.^  In  fine,  it  was  an  additional  burden  to  the  (late, 
which  paid  the  falary  or  the  intereft  of  every  office  that 
was'iold;;  1  be  number  of  them  was  enormous.  A  perlbn 
who  was  employed  to  count  them,  and  who  gr^  weaiy 
dr  the  tafli^  ventured  to  eflimate  then\  at  three  hundred 
dioufiind.  Another  calculated,  that  m  the  ft»ce  d  two 
oennuiias^tthe  people  had  been  burdened  withmore  than 
a  bnndfttd  mittbns  of  new  taxes,  iblely  for  the  purpofe  of 

paying  the  intereft  of  thoTe,  offices."  ^ 

In  the  ^pointment  of  M.  Tuigot  to  the  department 

of  finance,  the  king  evinced  his  diicemment  or  docility. 

The  commeitial  arrangement  of  the  kingdom  received 

the 
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the  moft  valuable  improvements  under  the  guidance  of 
this  uprij^f  tod  able  ftatefinan ;  but  his  integrity  was  too 
inflexible^  and  his  pr^jcfts  too  expenfive,  not  to  excite 
the  ever  wakeful  jealouly  ot  the  fafmeis  general ;  and  an 
accidental  or  artifid^  famine  was  made  the  inftrument  for 
depriving  Irim  of  the  public  confidence.  On  his  rcfigna- 
tion  he  was  fucceedcd  by  a  M.  Clugny,  on  whofe  death 
M.  Tabdicau  des  Reaux  Was  appointed  to  the  vacant 
pofl ,  and  in  a  (hort  time  after,  the  king,  whole  attention 
appears  to  have  been  particulariy  direded  to  this  otjefl:, 
aflbciatcd  with  him  M.  Neckar,  by  birth  a  Swifi,  and 
the  firft  protcftant,  who,  firom  the  time  of  the  revocation 
'of  the  edift  of  Nantz,  had  ever  been  elevated  to  an  offi- 
cial fituation  of  any  confequence  in  France.  M.  Neckar 
had  rendered  himlelf  confpicuous  by  (everal  commercial 
plans,  which  he*  had  (uccefefully  recommended  to  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  nation,  and  particularly  by  the 
adjuftment  of  fome  dififeiences  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  India  company  and  the  crown. 

In  tlie  mean  time  a  circumftance  occurred,  which,  to 
a  country  burdened  with  debts  and  taxes,  could  only  be 
ppodiiftive  of  total  ruin.  The  year  1774  will  be  memo- 
rable f6r  the  unfortunate  war  which  the  weaknefs  and 
wickednefi  of  a  depraved  and  incapable  miniflry  wan^ 
Jonly  kindled  between  Great  Biitain  and  her  North 
American  Colonies — a  war  excited  for  the  enforcing  a 
tax  which  would  not  have  paid  for  colle6ling  it ;  and 
leveled  under  the  abfurd  and  fentaftical  plea,  thiat  the 
colonics  were  virtually  reprefented  in  the  Britifli  parlia- 
ment, as  by  the  ancient  grants  and  charters  they  were 
conftituted  a  portion  of  the  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich  in 
Kent!  H  any  thing  could  exceed  the  folly  of  the 
Englifh  minifliy  in  commencing  the  War,  it  was  that  of 
France  in  engaging,  in  it — Such,  however,  were  the 
"infatuated  politics  ot  both  nations ! 
,The  old  and  det^ttable  prejudice  which  taught  the 

uninformed 
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uninformed  part  of  the  people  tp  r^aid  a  neighbouring 
nation  as  their  na^r^/ enemies^  was  not  lefs  prevalent  m 
France  than  in  England;  and  the  notion  of  diftrefiing  a 
rival  while  embarrafled  with  a  domeftic  difpute,  m\^t 
in  fuch  civcumftances  be  eafily  made  popular*  The  dd 
fiatelmen  ot  France,  accultomed  \o  that«  meddling  and 
intriguing  fcheme  of  politics  which  is  ever  defirous  to  in- 
terfere in  the  internal  concerns  of  other  nat|ons»  could  not 
overlook  the  opportunity  which  the  American  war  affor- 
ded. The  queen,  educated  from  in&ncy  in  an  heredi- 
tary hatred  to  the  Englifh  nation,  and  flattered  by  the 
dory  which  the  French  mig}it  achieve  in  the  ccmteft, 
k>on  embraced  the  American  caufe.  The  enii^tened 
part  of  the  nation  were  aduated  by  a  more  generous  en- 
thufialm.  Among  all  who  read,  and  all  who  lefleded  in 
France,  the  caule  of  America  appeared  the  caule  oi  Li- 
berty ;  and  the  efforts  of  fome  of  the  mdft  illuftrious  indi- 
viduals anticipted  the  arrangements  oi  the  court.  The 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a  youi^  nobleman  nearly  allied  to 
the  illuifaious  houie  of  Noailles,  of  a  laige  property,  and 
not  ieis  remarkable  for  his  accomplifhments  than  his  rankt 
fitted  out,  in  an  early  fiage  of  the  dilpute,  a  veflel  at  his 
own  expence^  and  embarked  for  America,  whete  he 
afterwards  obtained  a  high  ilatioa  and  confiderafale  emi- 
nence and  reputation  in  me  continental  arm^. 

The  court  had  no  fooner  taken  a  decided  part  io  the 
American  diipute,  than  that  continent  was  confideied  as 
the  theatre  of  glory;  and  the  young  nobility  of  Fraiice 
were  emulous  to  diftinguifh  tbemfdves  in  the  ccMzteft* 
There  they  imbibed  principles  which  could  only  be  fatal 
to  a  deipotic  government*  while  the  proofs  of  the  war 
irrecoverably  deranged  the  finances  of  the  OMmtry. — 
France  ixxked  humbled  her  rival,  but  (he  ruined  herfelf  i; 
and  her  imprudence  wiU  ever  remain  a  warning  to  nations 
s^ainfl  incautioufly  rufhing  into  unneceflary  wars,  and 
againft  that  delirudive  iyilpm  of  polidcs,  which  involves 

to 
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the  fate  of  kingddms In  Concerns  which  are  unconnefted 
with  tHdr  internal  peiade  and  profperity.      ^  • 

'Great  ad  were  M.  Neckar's  abilities,  and  oirimpeach- 
ableaswashis  int^tjV^it  maj'be  doubted  whether  his 
modb  of  rai(it)g  the  fbpplies  for  the  ivar  was  the  nK)(t 
prudent  dr  advantageous.  According  to  his  plati,  one 
loan  was  aiade  to  pay  the  intereft  of  another,  aad  no 
new  taxes  were  levied  upon  the  people.  The  popularity 
of  fach  a  theafiire  might,  in  M.  Neckar*s  mind,  coun- 
terbalante  its4mpin>VKknce^  and  indeed  fubfequent 
events  may  induce  us  to  fufpeft,  that,  levied  as  the  taxes 
then  were  in  France,  the  privileged  orders  being  wholly 
exempted,  the  people  could  fcarccly  bear  any  additional 
burdens.  'M.  Neckar  endeavoured  to  find  rcfourccs  in  a 
moft  rigid  economy,  and  in  ieyeral  ialutary  reforms  in 
hoofeAiold  and  in  the  different  official  departments :  but 
his'feverity  in  this  re(pe<%  raifed  againft  him  a  formidid>Ie 
party  in  tiie  court ;  and  (everal  ot  his  propofed  reforms 
being  reprefented  as  incorififtent  with  the  royal  d^nity,  he 
waedifmifled  from  his  office  towards  the  clofe  of  the  yoar 
J781 

'  The  Bcturh  of  peace  the  fucceeding  year,  thoug^i  it 
relieved  the  nation  firom  the  apprehenfions  t>f  future 
embarrafiments,  did  not  extricate  difficulties.  After  M . 
Neckar,  a  feries  of  empirics  adminiftered  the  finances, 
but  with  nofidutary  efied;  and  in  the  year  1783,  the 
fidure  of  the  caifie  d*e(compte  (or  bank  of  diicouni)  in- 
v(dved  rtie  commercial  world  equally  with  the  coart  in 
perplexity  and  apprehenlion.  This  bank  was  eftablifhed 
in  1776,  under  the  aufpiccs  of  M.  Ttirgot,  by  a  com- 
pany of  private  adventurers.  Its  capital  was  ^oo,oooi. 
fteriing,  and  its  objeft  was  to  difcount  commercial  bilb 
of  (hort  dates,  at  four  per  cent.  The  compiifiy  were  alfb 
empowered  to  iflbe  notes  t6  the  amount  Of  tbcir  capital, 
which  circulated  among  the  mercantile  peo{^  like  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  England.     As  the  ftodc  had  riien 

above 
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above  per,  the.  iurprife  and  conftcrnation  of  the  public 
were  greatly  excited  by  its  fuddcn  %)pp^gBT  Thf  ftar- 
city  otipeskfm»  tbecaufeaffigned  for  this  fingulajr.evsnt* 
bat  thp  tTuQC4T^Qf  the  failvire  was  tlfieimmeGielofins 
whiql>;ith«iiflijcd.tagpvemaawt-  Scyeial  Wpcdwits 
w^e  tried  by  tbe  mimftry  to  rdiieve  the  cnab^Kraflaicnts 
of  the  l;«nk,  .and  by  the  ftpong  exertion  of  ^vemment 
it  was  enabled  lo  maintain  a  tottering  credit. 
.  It.waschiefiy  owing  to  the  exeitions  of  M^-  Calonne 
that  the  caifle  d'efcompte  was  enabled  to  fuf^ort  idelf. 
This  gentleman  was  the  (bird  who  bad  fucceedod  to.  the 
office  of  comptroller  d  the  finances  irom  the  (iliicxuffion 
of  M«  Neckar*  He  was.confefledly  a  man  of.  ability, 
and  had  fiUcd  kicceflivdy  the  office  ot  intendant  c^  Metz» 
and  o^  the  provinces  of  Flanders  and  Artois.  *'^  The  pub- 
lic howevo-,"  lays  an  eleg^  French  writer,  *!  iaw  with 
dilguft.  and  apprehenfion  the  wealth  ot  the  nation  fall  into 
Ac  bands  of  a  man  who  had  delapidatcd  his  owa  patri- 
mony; a  n^n  who,  inconfiderate  in  his  cbaca£ter.and 
imnxond  upon  fyftem,  had  diflioooured  his  talpnts  by  his 
vices,  and  his  dignities  by  the  bafenefs  of  his  condi3&  ; 
who,  while  he  exercifed  the  office  of  procupeuii.^enBnil  c^ 
the  parliament  of  Douay,  had  degraded  him^ib  far  as 
to  aift  as  a  %  to  the  minifier  with  refped  to  the  pcocu- 
lenr^genentl  of  the  parliament  of  firitany,  and  h^  the 
infoleAce  to  6(L  as,  judge  of  that  reipedable^agiftrate, 
wh^mfachadhad  odumniated ;  who,  gp)wn  greyia^ 
intrigues  and  g^antry  of  the  court,  loaded  with  a  weight 
of  igaooiiQy  add  <^  debt,  cao^  with  a  (lock  of  needy  ly- 
cophantsto  feise  upon  the  treafure  of  the  nation,  and  to 
devour  it6  revenues  under  the  pretence  of  adminiftenng 

Tba  fkft  pa^  jof  the  career  of  M.  Calonne  was,  not. 
withflandiAg-brilliant ;  bot  it  was  only  a  hcilliaot  dccq)- 
tbn.  Alter  refbring  the  credit  gf  the  caifle  d'efcompte 
one  of  his  firfl  meaiures  was  to  eftablifh  a  caifle  d'amor- 

tiffement. 
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tiflement,  or  finking  hind,  which  by  a  kind  of  minifterial 
jug^e  was  in  a  certain  courie  of  years  to  difcharge  the 
whole  national  debt.  Whiie  frcfti  loans  were  negociated 
every  year,  the  public  was  deluded  by  inflated  panegyrics 
on  this  heaven*born  minifter ;  and  it  was  reported  by  his 
agents;  that  he  had  difcovered  the  miraculous  feaet 
of  difchaiging  the  debts  and  burthens  of  the  nation  by 
— borrowing. 

While  iuch  were  the  plans  and  the  promifes  of  the 
minifter,  the  court  was  never  known  lo  brilliant  and  (b 
eaq^enfive*  The  immenfe  debts  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood  were  liquidated,  penfions  were  granted  with  a  pro- 
fiilc  hand,  and  every  petty  fervice  munificently  requited. 
Rambouillet  was  purchased  for  the  king ;  St.  Cloud  for 
the  queen  :  all  was  magnificence  and  fplendour.  A 
French  writer  compares  tlic  dclufion  of  the  natibn  to  a 
delightful  vifion  or  rather  an  enchantment :  «*  We  flept," 
fays  he,  *<  in  the  g^udens  of  Armids ;  but  the  aws^ing 
was  as  terrible  as  the  dream  had  been  flattering." 

It  was  impc^ble  indeed  that  fo  miferable  a  deception 
could  loi^  eicape  the  penetration  of  a  nation  fo  quick* 
fighted  as  the  French.  When  the  edift  for  regiftering 
the  loapsof  1 785  was  prefented  to  the  pariiament  ot  Paris, 
that  aflembly  was  alaitned  to  find  that  it  amounted  to 
tiie  enonnous  fum  of  3,330,0001  fterling,  and  the  mur- 
murs of  the  parliament  were  leconded  by  thofe  of  the 
people.  The  king  however  infifbed  peremtorily  upon 
their  compliance  with  his  mandate ;  but  when  they  regif- 
tered  the  ediS,  it  was  accompanied  with  a  refolution  im- 
porting, «  That  public  economy  was  the  only  genuine 
fource  of  abundant  revenue,  the  only  means  of  providing 
for  the  necefidties  of  the  (late,  ind  of  reftortng  that 
credit  which  borrowing  had  reduced  to  the  brink  of 
ruin.'* 

The  king  forcibly  erafed  the  rclblution  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  parliament ;  but  the  eyes  of  the  public  were 

now 
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now  opea,  and  a  firelh  deception  was  neoeflaiy  to  enable 
M.  Caloone  tg  retaia  his  (^ce^  and  protract  the  dread- 
ful day  of  reckoning  to  a  futuie  period.  TheiacM^ioa 
of  the  parliainents  the  minifter  fordaw  was  jDOt  caiy  to  be 
obtained  »  and  even  if  he  cotild  accomplifh  this  point, 
it  was  dubious  whether  that  would  be  iufficient  to  leaiovc 
evei^  fcruple  from  the  public  mind.  An  affbcnbly  more 
dignifkd  and  folemn  in  its  charafter,  and  which  ihouid 
coniiil'of  a  greater  number  of  men^rs  from  the  diflfenent 
dates  oi  the  realm,  was  necejQary  to  ^ve  force  and  efficacy 
to  bis  proceedii^  But  the  ftates-geaeral  bad  never  met 
fince  the  year  1614 ;  and  firom  a  popular  aflembly  xxmld 
M'  Calonne  hope  for  approbation  f 
.  Another  aflembly  liad  occafionally  Been  fiibftitiited 
inftead  of  the  ftates-general;  and  a$  it  confifted  of  a  number 
of  perfons  of  coniequence,  feleded  from  the  different 
orders  and  from  different  parts  of  the  country  by  the  king 
himfelfy  it  has  been  dignified  by  the  appeUation  c^  the 
aflembly  of  notables*  They  had  been  convened  by  Henry 
IV.  ^nd  again  by  Louis  XIII.  and  the  mM^ifler  «ery 
juflly  coiurluded  that  fuch  a  body  was  better  adapted  to 
his  purpo£b  than  the  f^^es-general. 

The  proclamation  for  aflemblingthe  notables  was  i^Hied 
on  the  19th  of  Decen^ber  178$,  and  the  vmts  vieie 
direded  to  feven  princes  of  the  blood ;  nine  dukes  and 
peers  of  France ;  eight  field  marlbals ;  twenty*two  nobfes, 
eight  coupfeUors  of  fbite ;  four  mailers  of  reqtiefta;  ele- 
ven archbiChops  and  bifhops  ;  thirty^feven  heads  c^  the 
law  ;'  twelve  deputies  of  the  pays  d'etat ;  the  lieutenant 
dvily  and  twenty  five  m^flrates  of  different  towns  1  in 
all  one  bundrec}  and  forty-Tbyr. 
^  The  meeting  was  at  firft  fiKcd  for  the  4Dth  of  Januaiy 
1787 ;  but  as  the  minifter  was  not  prepaid,  it  was  de- 
fied to  the  7th  of  February,  and  afterwards  to  amoie 
diftant  period  by  the  indifpofitionof  M.  Calonne  himfelf 
and  that  of  the  count  de  Veigennes,  firft  fecretary  of 
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flate,  t^rho  died  on  the  very  day  appointed  for  their  meet- 
ing srfter  ihefe  various  proCraftitiatiOns:  -  M.  de  Vergen- 
nd&  was  futceeded  by  the  count  <ie  Montmorin,  a  noble-  ' 
man  of.  the  firft  charafter,  arid  "^hc^  was  fefs  favourably 
diipofed  to  the  views  of  the  coii^i^roHer  general,  than  his 
pitdeceffor. 

It  has  been  (hrewdJy  remarkcdj  tliat  M;  Calonne  con- 
voked the  notable  n6t  to  di(cu6  but  to  admire  his  plans  ;* 
,  and  in  the  meahire  which  he  adopted '  to  fecxire  their 
approbation  we  muft  applaud  his  ingenuity,  if  we  cannot 
com{dittieilt  faim  on  his  pdlitical  integrity.  The  notables 
were  divided  into  (even  different  bureaux,  or  feftions, 
over  esicb^  Which  a  prince  of  the  blood  preGded.  By 
the  majority  6f  the'fcdVions  every  queftion  was  to  te 
decided  :ahd  thus  the  minifler  contrived  tiM  forty-four 
iufiragcs  (hotild  conftitute  a  majority  of  the  whole;  and* 
we  may  re^fonably  conclude  that  he  had  diipofed  of  his' 
cteitures  in  fudi  a  manner  that  more  than  this  number 
was  entir^  at  his  command. 

All  ht^  precautions  hovifever  were  m  vain.  The  nota- 
bles met  on  the  a6th  oi  February — ^it  was  impbffible  to 
conceal  the  monftrous  deficit  oi  i  lO  mittions  of  livres. 
The  mifiifter  attempted  to  throw  the  Uaiiie  upon  his 
predeccfloi^;  but  M.  Neckar  had  previoufly  publiifhed 
his  Compte  Rendu,  or  general  ftate  of  the  finances  on  his 
dilmiffion  fix)m  office;  and  this  at  lead  (erved  to  eftablilh 
one  hGtj  that  the  public  aiiairs  bad  not  t)een  ifnproved 
in  the  hands  of  M.  Calonne.  In  the  archbifbop  of  Tou- 
loule  the  minifter  found  a  fonnidable  opponent,  and  one 
ftill  (Dore  dangerous  in  the  count  de  M inabeau,  who  had 
formerly  been  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  comptroller 
general.  As  M.  Calonne  faw  no  remedy  for  the  derange 
ment  of  the  finances  but  the  equalization  of  the  taxes,  his 
new  plan  excited  at  once  the  jealoufy  of  the  privileged 
oiders.  In  the  mean  time  the  honeft  indignation  of  M. 
Miromefiiil  the  leeeper  of  the  feali,  and  the  more  fubtie- 

.    >  vengeance 
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vengeance  of  his  rival  the  baron  deBitteuil^  vi4iowastbe 
favourite  minifter  of  the  queen*  were  adivdy  en^loyed 
for  hb  removal ;  and  the  ftprm  of  public  refentment  in- 
cxeafic^  in  viokmce,  he  was  at  length  dbliged  to  refign  a 
fituatioQ  which  bjr  his  dup&ity  he  had  chigiaced.  B^cxc 
his  retnoyaU  he  had  the  addreis  to  procure  from  the  king 
the  difmiffioiM)f  the  ieeeper  of  the  ieab,  and  to  .recom-- 
wtnd  hb  friend  M.  Lamoignun  *to  the  vacat^t  office. 
The  baron  de  Breteuil  be  atten^)ted  to  remove,  but  in 
vain — ^fince  the  party  that  fupported  him  was  too  power- 
fol  to  be  (uccc^ully  oppoied.  The  afiembly  of  the 
notables  was  fpon  after  diflblved.  - 

The  oppc^tioo  of  the  archbiftiop  of  Toulou/e  to  the 
plans  of  M.  Calonne  in  theailembly  ofnotables,  was 
rewarded  with  the  office  which  the  latter  had  juft  vacated. 
But  fuch  was  the  hopelefs  (late  of  Fpance,.  that  the  new 
comptroller-general  was  icarcely  appointed,  before  he  was 
engaged  in  funitar  difficulties  with  fab  pitdeocflbrs.  Thi^ 
kii^  di&ppointed  in  all  the  hopes  with  which  hethad  flat- 
tenxl  him^  firojn  the  agency  of  the  iiotables,  had  recourfe 
to  the  ancient  mode  of  iaifii^  fupplies  by  royal  edift ; 
and  the  new  tues  to  be  levied  were  a  douUe  poll-tax,  a 
third  twentieth,  and  a  fbunp-duty.  The  whole  ot  thefe 
were  flreauoofly  oppofed  by  the  parliament  of  Paris^  on 
the.flrong  ground  that  they  were  more  than  the  people 
could  bear;  and  the  king  was  obliged  to  enforce  the  reh- 
iring of  the  edi^s  by  the  exerciie  of  hb  abfolute  authonty, 
and  by  holding  what  was  called,  under  the  ancient  r^i« 
mien,  a  bipd  of  juflice.  Previous  to  dib  ceremony,  how- 
evo*,  the  parliament  n\ade  a  ipirited  remonffr<*nce  againft 
the  edi€b  y  and  on  the  foUowii^  day  a  formal  proteft  was 
ente^, againft  the  forcible  violation  of  their  records. 

The  parliament  for  thb  offence  was  banifhed  to  Troyes, 

but  puidiafcd  its  rccal  by  contenting  to  r^ifler  the  edift 

fer  the  additional  twentieth.     To^^^rds  the  cloie  of  the 

year^  however,  thb  ill-concerted  harmony  was  again  bro-r 

C  ken. 
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ken.  Tbe  urgent  neceflities  of  the  ftate  requittd  eztTa* 
ordinary*  rcfiaurccs.  On  the  7th  of  November,  1787, 
in  a' very  iiM  meetii^  of  the  parliament,  the  kin^  entered 
the  affembFy,  and  piropofed  a  new  edift  for  their  appro- 
batioft,  authori&ig  a  loan  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  livnes,  or  near  nineteen  millions  fterling;  and 
this  was  aCcompanted  with  one  of  a  more  popular 
nature,  viz;  an  edift  for  the  re-effablifliment  ot  the 
proteftant?  in  all  their  civil  rights. 

A  long  and  interefting  debate  enfued  upon  thefe  pro- 
polah ;  but  the  king,  wearied  with  a  contefl  ot  nearly 
nine  hours,  and  poffibly  chagrined  at  the  freedom  ot 
fdfae  of  the  principal  fpeakers,  rofe  at  length  and  com- 
manded the  cdiftsto  be  regiftered  without  further  oppo- 
fition'*  To  the  aftoniftiment  of  the  king  and  the  whole 
court  party,  this  order  was  oppofcd  by  the  duke  d'Or- 
leans,  the  firfl:  prince  of  tlie  blood ;  who  confidering  the 
whole  proceeding  as  an  infringment  on  the  rights  of  the, 
parliahient,  protefted  againd  it,  and  his  proteft  was  con^ 
« ficmed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  aflembly. 

The  fiKceeding  day  the  dufce  d* Orleans  received  an' 
order  from  court  to  confine  himfelf  to  one  of  his  feats 
fifteen  les^ueg  from  Paris,  where  he  was  to  receive  no 
company  except  his  own  family;  and  M.  M.  Freteau 
and  Sabatiere,  who  had  diftinguilhed  themfelves  in  the 
debate,  were  feized  under  the  authority  o£  lettres  de 
cachet,  atid  conveyed  to  different  prifons. 

After  much  altercation  between  the  parliament  and 
the  miniftry,  the  king  once  more  inclined  to  pacific  mea- 
fiires,  and  the  exiled  members  were  fet  at  liberty.  But 
as  the  min  Jlry  were  now  fully  convinced  of  tlie  imprac- 
ticability of  the  parliaments,  they  determined  to  aim  a 
decifive  blow  at  their  very  exiftence,  F«ir  this  purpofc 
twp  gTpat  projefts  were  at  once  deviled;  the  firft  was  the 
efhbfifliment'of  anumberof  grand  bailiwicks  throughout 

the 
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the.  kingdom^  wUicli  were  qalculated  to  dimlni^i  the 
juriidi^ioni.  the  ^redit  and  the  profits  of  the  parliaoients; 
tod  the  othpr  was  the  creatioa  of  A  cour  pknicrcy  for 
thcen^egifteriogot  the  royal  edids,  which^fi^uil  virtually 
deflroy  an  their  coniequence  in  the  &^t. 

The  cour  pleniere  was  to  be  coxnpoledof  princes  of  the 
blood,  peers  of  France,  maglftratcs,  and  miutaiy  officers, 
to  be  nominated  by  the  king^  Thq  pKgcft  for  i^s^  infti- 
tution  wa3  kept  a  profound  i^cret ;  the  odidt  refpeding 
it,  as  well  as  that  of  the  grand  bailiwicks,  was  to  be  pre* 
fented  to  the  diiS^rent  parliaments  on  the  fame  day,  in 
the  b^inning  of  May  1788;  aod^or  this  purpaley  they 
were  printed  in  the  moft  private  manner  at  Verfailles* 

The  diligence  and  adivity  ot  M.  d'Efpremenil,  p.  young 
and  enterprifing  member  of  the  parliament  ofiVi$9 
deteAcd  tlieplot.  He  even  procured  copies  of  the  ?di6ts, 
and  communicated  them  to  his  colleagues;  and  he  and 
another  (pirited  member,  M  Monfambert,  excited  them 
by  the  mofl  pointed  and  energetic  eloquence  to  ayigor^ 
ous  xdiflance.  The  king  was  now  convinced  that  the- 
moment  was  arrived  when  it  was  become  necefTary  to  em- 
ploy force  in  fupport  of  his  defpotic  authority.  A  bodjf 
of  troops  (urrounded  the  hall  of  juflice,  and  the  two 
dbnoxious  m^iflrates,  M.  d'Efpren^enil  and  Monfam- 
'  b?rt,  were  canned  ofl  to  the  flate  prifonof  the  Wede  St. 
Marguerite,*  in  the  preience  and  amidft  the  murmurs. 
of  an  indignant  people. 

The  parliame;nt  remonfbrated  with  redoubled  confi- 
dence; and  the  voice  of  the  people  feconded  their  com* 
[daints.  The  king  again  found  it  neceflary  to  <:onveQ6 
the  notables,  and  appeared  in  per(bn  in  that  aflembly  ii^ 
the  b^inning  of  May.  The  objeft  was  to  propofe  for. 
their  a{^robation  the  eftablifhment  of  the  cour  pleniere ; 
but  the  notables  received  the  propo(al  with  cold  and^ 

*  So  celebrated  for  being  the  tirfl  prifbn  of  that  UDfortunate^ . 
YiBdm  of  tyrtany,  *^  the  man  with  the  iron  ooaik." 

C  2  filent 
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£kat  rcfp^dj  wbilc  the  parliament  protefted  with  renew- 
ed vigour,  smk]  with  uncquivoc4  tokens  of  rooted  aterfibn. 
-The  general  dijfcQntent  reached  even  the  peers  of  Ftanc^; 
^ind  5ie  ^nifliftcr  (now  raifed  from  the  fee  of  Touloufe 
to  tl^  lucrative  arcbbilhQpric  of  Sens]  b^an  to  look 
round,  him  with  af^rjelienfion  and  delpondenqr,  and 
ferioufly  to  n>oditatc  a  retreat  from  ofHce. 
'  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  archbifhop  that  he  advi(ed  the 
liing  to  rocal  M.  Ncckar,  as  the  only  remedy  for  the 
public  <li(content^  be  and  M.  Lamoignon  loon  after 
feiigned  their  re{pe£live  fituations :  and  the  latter  termi- 
imted  his  chagrin  by  putting  an  end  to  his  exiftence. 

A  tumult  of  rejoicing,  conducted  with  little  decency 
on  the  part  of  the  popu&ce,  and  terminated  with  blood 
by  the  interference  of  the  military,  lerved  to  evince  the 
fentiments  of  the  populace  on  the  difmiflion  of  the  mini- 
fters.  '  But  the  acclamations  with  which  M.  Neckar  was 
received,  could  not  eradicate  firom  his  mind  the  difEcul- 
,  ties  which  he  had  to  encounter.  It  was  evident  that  all 
lihe  former  adminiftrations  had  funk  un(^er  the  weight  of 
the  public  diifarefs;  and  that  fome  mode  was  to  be 
devited  which  might  give  proper  energy  and  eflfedt  to  the 
extraoDdinary  means  which  muft  be  employed  for  its 
alleviation.  The  public  fentiment,  which  a  previous 
leoommendation  ci  the  parliament  of  Parb  had  excited, 
pointed  out  to  M.  Neckar  the  only  meafure  which  he 
coukl  faWy  employ.  The  voice  of  the  people  had  long 
denianded  the  aflembling  of  the  ftates-general.  In  tliis, 
upon  different  motives,  all  parties  were  agreed;  and  the 
court  and  the  minifter  were  obliged  to  give  Way,  fince 
ao  other  means  appeared  of  fatisfying  the  creditors  of 
the  nation. 

In  the  convoking  of  the  ftates,  however,  a  variety  of 
oppofite  interefts  prcfented  tbcmlclves  to  embarrafs  and 
dtftrefe  the  minifter.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  obvious 
that  the  public  afOiirs  coukl  only  be  r^enerated  by  def- 

toying 
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fapoying,  if..];iotm  the  whole,  at  lead  in  a 'conikkiable 
de0ce»  the  unreafonable  iinmumties  of  the  pmilegei 
oiws.  -  The  equalization  of  the  taxes  tvas  the  only  mea^ 
iiire  by^which  the  nation  could  be  made  to  ttniate  the 
burden  of  the  national  debt;  and  on  the  other,  {hodd 
the  fcale  preponderate  in  favor  of  the  people,  thole  excef- 
fes  to  which  popular  councels  are  always  expofed  were  to 
))e apprehended  and  feared.  On  the  great  queftionthen^- 
£xe»  refpeding  the  number  of  the  deputies  to  be  lent  by 
the  different  orders  to  the  meeting  of  the  ftates^general, 
the  opinions  of  individuals  were  divided  accordif^  to  tbe 
intereft  qi  the  parties  which  they  reteedtively  dipoaled ; 
and  the  miniftry  themfelves  were  far  from  decided.  The 
general  principles  of  equity  feemed  to  dictate,  that  as  the 
.  tiers  etaty  or  commons,  lo  infinitely  exceeded  in  number, 
the  whole  body  of  the  two  other  orders,  the  nobility  and 
clc^>  the  number  of  their  dqmties  Ihould  bear  fome 
proportion  to  the  numbers  whom  they  reprefented.  On 
the  contrary,  it  might  eafily  be  forefeen  that  fuch  an 
arrangement  virtually  involved  the  min  of  the  privileged 
ciders,  and  perhaps  the  overthrow  of  monarchy  ttiblE^ 
On  fomomentous  a  queflion  the  minifler  did  not  prsfiime 
to  decide,  and  it  was  agreed  once  more  to  convoke  the 
zSkmbly  of  the  notables — ^though  it  was  fcatxrely  probable 
diat  an  aflembly  confifting  entirely  of  privileged  perfbns, 
ihould  decide  peremptorily  againft  the  pnvileged  <Hders. 
The  proclamation  convoking  the  notables  was  dated 
00  the  fifth  of  Odtober,  1788,  and  the  aflembly  met  on 
tbe  fixth  of  the  foDowing  month.  The  motives  affigned 
by  the  poclamatipn  were,  that  the  king  could  have  defir^ 
ed  to  have  adopted  Ae  model  of  thelaft  aflembly  of  the 
fbsites-general,  but  that  in  various  articles  itcouU  with  dif- 
ficulty be  reconciled  to  the  prelent  fituaHon  of  a&n^, 
and  that  in  order  it  had  excited  a  di&tisfaElion,  the 
grounds  of  which  deierved  to  be  inyeff ig^ted ;  that  the 
cledions  of  the  tiers  etat  had  been  confined  to  the  towns 
€3  called 
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called  bcnnes  villes,  to  theexclufion  of  many  others  vAikh 
had  fince  groWn  confiderable^  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
open  countrjr  had  in  ttioft  cafes  (est  no  deputies ;  that 
the  rep^efentatives  ol  the  towns  were  generally  chofen  by 
tSie  corporations,  whole  officers  at  prel'ent  came  in  by  pur- 
dwde  J  that  alrhoft  all  the  reprelentatives  of  the  tiers  etat 
had  been  nobl^^  that  the  elections  had  been  made  by 
baillages,'  every  bne  of  which  had  fent  nearly  the  fame 
number  of  deputies,  though  they  had  then  been  unequal 
in  population  and  extent,  and  were  now  much  more  fo; 
that  the  ftates-general  bad  divided  themfelves  into  twelve 
feftions,  called  governments,  by  a  majority  of  which  every 
queftion  was  decided;  but  thefe  governments  were  une-. 
qual,  as  well  as  the  baillages,  a  majority  of  which  confti- 
tuted  the  vote  of  the  government ;   laftly,  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  time  of  the  laft  ftat^-geneial  had  been 
confunfied  in  Irivolous  contefts  refpcdir^  their  formation.^ 
M6ved  by  thefe  coniiderations  the  king  had  thought  that 
the  dilcuffion  of  them  ought  not  to  be  confined  to  Ws 
privy  council;  and  he  Iiad  called  together  the  fame  nota- 
oks  that  had  met  in  1787,  and  whole  nomination  had 
been  made  for  other  purpoles,  that  he  might  give  the 
ftriking  proof  of  his  impartiality. 

The  month  of  November  was  memorably  diftinguifhed 
in  almoft  every  part  of  the  kingdom  by  popular  meetings 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  caule  of  the  tiers  etat, 
and  addiellcs  were  prelented  frOm  the  various  towns  and 
diftridls  of  Normandy,  Guienne,  Orieannois,  and  Lor- 
raine, demanding  the  eftablilhment  of  particular  ftates  to 
rejjulate  the  affairs  of  thefe  provinces,  and  a  double  repre* 
fentation  in  the  ftates-general.  In  Guienne  the  Temon- 
ftrances  were  enforced  by  a  confiderable  party  from  the 
other  two  orders.  In  Languedoc  the  inflitution  of  pro- 
vincial ftntcs  already  exided,  and  the  reprefcntation  of 
the  commons  was  equal  to  the  fum  of  the  other  two ; 
but  the  repiefentatives  had  by  long  eflablifhed  praflice 

derived 
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derivecl  (heir  fituation  Trom  the  appointment  of  the 
cibwH,  and  not  from  the  eleftion  of  the  pecyle.  Of 
confequence  tlie  inhabitants  at  laige  were  unwilling  that 
they  Ihould  either  engrofs  or  obtain  an  eminent  (hare 
in  the  farther  prerogative  of  deputing  to  the  ftates-gcne-. 
ral. 

Brittany  as  well  as  Languedoc  enjoyed  the  privil^c 
of  being  regulated  by  its  provincial  Rates ;  but  in 
this  affembly  the  chief  power  was  pofiefled  by  the 
nobility,  and  the  commons  Jiad  little  influence. — 
Brittany  therefore,  diftinguimed  by  ber  numerous 
and  haughty  nobility,  and  by  the  tumultuous  fpirit 
of  her  inhabitants,  was  a  principal  centre  of  nval- 
fhip  and  difcontent.  The  various  diftrifts  aflbciated 
for  the  purpbfe  of  obtaining  a  melioration  of  their 
conftitution ;  and  upon  the  firfl  appearance  of  this 
fpirit,  it  was  farther  exafperated  by  the  intemperate 
proceedings  of  the  ariflocracy.  They  eariy  publilhed 
a  refolution  by  which  they  pretended  to  eftablifh  Ac  - 
following  sp  incontcftible  maxims: — that  it  was  the 
cflence  of  the  flates-general  to  be  compofed  of  three 
diflindt  orders,  voting  feparately,  and  each  poflieffing  ' 
the  fame  influence  as  either  of  the  others;  that  the 
interefb  of  each  order  were  conflitutionally  fecured 
by  its  negative  on  the  determination  of  the  other  two ; 
that  the  natibjn  itfelf  confifling  of  the  three  orders, 
ought  never  to  deflroy  this  parity  of  influence,  every 
innovation  upon  which  opened  a  door  of  tyranny,  and 
could  tend  only  to  perpetuate  anarchy  and  confufion; 
that  the  difference  of  population  in  the  feveral  bail- 
liages  was  a  trifling  inconvenience,  which  the  example 
of  a  neighbouring  nation  evinced  to  be  fcarcely  wor- 
thy the  attention  of  a  free  people;  that  the  forms 
adopted  in  1614  could  be  changed  only  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  flates-general,  an  authority  which  the  nota- 
bles could  not  uiurp  without  expofing  themfelves  to  . 
C  4  general 


M4  ^    HISTORY^  OR  THE 

gM^  GOiidemnatioo^  aad  even  lmf^igig.attot}ueftioa 
the  l^olitf  of  the  lutuie' natioml  aflemblyi;  Idtiy, 
that  than  minifter,  \^o  (hould  feek  to  faw  diflenfion 
nngog  the  di0b:ent  ciders  of  the  ftate,  could  be 
refunded  in  no  other  light  than  as  an  enemy  to  the 
country«-~<A3ing  upon  thefe  into^crent  principles, 
the  noblefib  applied  to  the  nulitary  aommander  in 
Biictaay  to  put  an  end  to  the  afibdalaons  of  the  tiers 
etati  and  ibme  time  after,  the  parliament  ofRettnes, 
having  puUihed  a  itfoiution  prohibiting  the  muni- 
cipal aflbnblies,  alio  called  upon  the  milit^  to  put 
tl^  refolutbn  in  immediate  executioa,*-^overament 
did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with  theic  rcquiii- 
tions. 

While  the  principles  of  liberty  vidorioufly  dtfiu^ 
(ed  themfelves  throt^h  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  tlie 
'  people  ot  Dauphine,  who  bad  hitherto  l^n  moft 
forward  in  the  caufe,  were  not'  idle.  In  the  midft  :o^ 
various  pretentions  advanced  bv  different  bodies  in  the 
nation,  the  chambers  of  commerce  in  (eveal  tad;», 
and  particularly  in  Paris,  imprefled  with  that  mono- 
poliHng  fpirit  which  has  hitherto  been  aimoft  unifbnaily 
the  o^nng  of  mercantile  habits,  demanded  the  liber- 
^  ty  of  fendirig  particukr  reprefentatives  for  the  protec- 
tion of  their  trade*  Like  the  reft  of  their  country- 
men, their  admiration  was  excited  by  the  patriotiim 
'of  the  Dauphinois^  and  they  determined  to  omibk 
the  Itad^fs  of  Grenoble,  upon  the  juftice  of  their  daims. 
The  aniwer  they  received  was  uniavpurable  to  tbdr 
views.  **  There  is  nothing,**  replied  their  conefpondcntSy 
f^  diat  can  give  innovation,  but  the  inteieft  of  the  whole. 
'^he  innovation  you  demsmd,  the  conceding  to  commerce 
particukr  reprefentatives,  would  be  an  injury  to  the  whole. 

Other 
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:  Ollx!rpaifaffi|3QS  would  aot  fail  (ociblicit  theftmit^mBhil- 
gence. .  The  buibandtnei)  .and  the  artiiam»  iC  it  wot 
to  be  the  prize  dt  utility,  would  have  M  inooo- 
troverttble  daitn.      The  Attio-eencnll  would  }otr  an 

'  ailembljr  fiDoi  the  difeent  corpDnttions  of  tbeJuug- 
doTQ  :  hvaifbipaiid  contention  wouU  idgivtnun^hant. 
The  gpodoi  the  whole  would  be  tospttea^dU  would 
be  intrigoe,  aaftrchy,  and  miftruft ;  and  Francewimid  be 
iixettievably  mined.'' 

The  ftates  fA  Dauphine  were  aflcinblec)  ta  due 
form  io  the  beginning  of  December,  and  on  the 
ninth  of  that  n^>nth  they  concluded  their  deUbera- 
tioiis  upon  the  reprefentation  in  the  ftate»^nend. 
They  earneftly  recommended  the  union  of  provinces 
and  orden,  and  the  deliberating  upon  all  public 
affiuis  in  a  fingle  houie.  It  the  orders  were  fepa^ 
lated,     each  would    endeavour    to    maintain    tlide 

-  abufes  which  were  thought  fisivourable  to  it,  and  the 
ecoeiigcnd^  of  the  ftate  would  be  neg|fed)ed  ;  ^  that 
fHtriotic  enthufialiii,  which  dieted  the  mo{k  gene* 
19QB  lacrifices  could  not  exift  but  amongft  citizens 
occupiod  wkh  the  general  good,  and  not  with  tbdr 
particular  interefis.  The  notables  would  di&ppoint 
aD  the  ismSt  hopes  of  the  nation,  if  they  pi)opo(ed 
the  iepaiation  of  orden;  and  in  that  cafe  they 
txufted ,  the  king  would   not   faefitate  to   prefer    the 

'  ientiraeats  of  tht  nation  to  the  advioe  of  that 
gfionfcfy.      They  added,   that  all  men  had  a  right 

: -to  an  equal  participation  oi  felicity;  that  it  wns  not 

*^the  pcorinces  that  ought  to  be  repielented,  buithdr 

~  iidiabittats)  that,  whatever  miglit  be  their  ootnpa* 
ntive  ridies  or  extent,  ^  firjl  thing  U  became 
'om  *ia^Q0ll6der  was   men;   that,  of    coofequence 

.  peculation  was  the  only  naeaflire  by  which  repie^ 
fentation  ou^t  to    be    apportioned  :    that,  if  one 

dq;>uty 
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deputy  wftie  allowed  to  every  twenty  thbufand  per- 
foris,  Dauphine  ouglit  to  fend  thirty-three,  or  ratlicr 
thirty;  tod  this  was  thfe  quantity  of  reprefent^tidn 
thfcy  demanded.  In  adopting  this  rneafiire  they 
obferved  ih^t  they  neglefted  their  particular  interefts 
fince,  when  the  ftates-general  had  voted  by  govern- 
ments, Dafuphine  had  counted  for  a  twelfth  of  the 
i^^olfe ;  bat  they  hoped  to  be  more  truly  happy, 
too,  that  the  other  provinces  would  recc^nize  the 
purity  oP  their  motives,  and  that  there  would  be 
no  rivalfhip  but  in  contending  who  Ihould  contri- 
bute moft  to  reftote  to  the  nation  and  the  throne, 
that  tank,  glory,  and  power,  they  were  entitled  to 
tojoy. 

It  was  in  the  midft  of  this  efFervelcemce  of  the 
f he '  commons  of  France,  that  the  notables  held  their 
fittings ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  aJEtion 
o(  each  mutually  produced  fomc  effeA  upoh  the 
Other.  The  aflembly  was  opened  as  ufual  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  king,  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  and 
the  direftor-general  of  the  finances.  It  wa.^  obferved 
by  M.  Neckar,  that  the  king  was  not  ignbrant  of 
the  refpeft  that  ought  to  be  entertained  for  the 
ancient  ufages  of  a  monarchy  ;  it  wai  under  their 
protection  that  every  cOnftitutional  right  acquired 
a  new  degree  of  force;  they^  fecured  the  public 
tranquillity  by  oppofing  a  barrier  to  the  inconfide- 
rate  ardour  of  innovation.  But  the  king  vas  equally 
penetrated  with  thofe  fii*ft  principles  of  juftice,  that 
had  neither  epoch  nor  commencement,  nor  coulcJ 
have  a  conclufion;  principles  that  obliged  him  to 
acquire,  through  the  medium  of  a  juft  reprefenta- . 
tioh,  a  knowledge  of  the  fentiments  of  his  fubjefts. 
Circiiniftances  had  greately  changed  firtce  the  meet- 
ing of  th6  late  Itatcis-genetal  J   and,   while    the  king , 

would 
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would  always   particularly  diftinguilh    the  two    firll: 
orders  of  the  nation,    he  could  not  refiiie  his  efteem 
to  comnierce  and  the  arts,  or  deny  an  eminent  {hare 
of  his  regard  to  the    peaceable  kbours  of   agdcui- 
ture.     There  were   four  considerations  which  it  was 
particularly   proper   to  recommend  to  the    attention 
of  the  notables  i    the  compofition  of  the  (tate^-gene- 
raJ,    the  forms* of  convoking  them,   the    regulations 
that  were  to   be   prefcribed    in  the  condud  of   the 
ekftions,   and    the    inftru8ions    which   the  deputi^ 
were  to  receive  fi-om  their  elcAors,      The  ftrft  and 
third    of  thefe  articles   feem   to   be  principally  inte- 
reftuig.     Under  the  firft,    M.   Neckar  recommended 
to  the  notables  to  confider  the  total  number  of  the 
dqnitieSj   and  the  proportion  to  be  afligned  to  each 
order.      Under  the  third,  what .  was  to  be  admitted 
as    the    legal    qualification   of  the    eledor  and   the 
efeded  ;  whether  the  tiers  etat  (hould  be  authorifed 
to  (deft    a  reprefentative   from  the  fuperior  oiders ; 
whether   the  orders  in  each  diftriQ    (hould   proceed 
to    {he  choice   of    their  reprclentativcs    fepaiately  or 
united;    whether  the  eledions  (hould  be  conducted 
by  poU  or  by  billot ;  and  what  principle  (hould  bt 
employed    in  determining  the    number  of    reprefcn* 
tatives  each  diftrift  (hould  be  permitted    to  choofe. 
The(c  queliions  were  afterwaitb  modified  by  the  nota- 
bles-    They  did  not  dircdly  admit  into  their  lift  that 
of  the  tofal  number  of  deputies;  and  they  inferted  the 
^«at  and  interefling  problem,  whether  the  future  fit- 
tings of  the  national  aflembly  ihould  be  in  one  body  or 
in  (eparate  hpufes. 

It   was  cuftumary  upon  occafions  fimilar  to  this, 

for  the  beads  of  the  different  corps,   the  detgy,   the 

noblefle,    and  the  parliaments,  to  addrefs  the  fove*- 

reign    in    complimentary    harangues.      Accordingly, 

M»    d'OrmefloDa  who,  upon  the  re(%nation  of  M. 

d'Aligre, 
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d*  A%pe^ .  had  fucceeded  in  due  oousb  of  fefiioritf 
f6' th£  digoky  et  firtt  prefident  of  tb«  parliameQt'irf' 
Parte, '^embsaced  tbis  occafiea  of  remliKliiig  the  king» 
l&at  4hat  bod^  had  been  atnoi^  the  firft  to  urge 
Ihe  convoc^Eidon  d  the  .ftates^geoeral  rr*  a  meaTuip 
fo  lahsttuy,  as  to  have  been  do  fooner  ft»te4  4uMi 
it  w^  ^awnforced  by  the  ulsmtmous  fentimfflit  ^.(be 
-loationP^  and  he  ccmld  not  avoid  at  this  time  repesA* 
iog^  'that  the  p^liament  had  already  foletnnly  prqr 
nounoed  the  moded  of  1614  to  be  thje^  oniy  one  that 
coutdiconfiAendy  be  adopted  c^  that  prpmifed  a  falutaiy 
iflue,  . 

The  king  diftributed  the  notables,  #9  bad  beep 
done  in  the  beginning  of  1787,  into  fedtions,  with 
this  diStrenoe  only,  that  in  the  former  inftances 
they  had  been  leven  and  in  the  prefent  they  wck 
6x*  Of  confequence  each  o^  them  coofi&ed  of 
twenty-five  peifons,  and  their  prefidents  wece  iew- 
ndy,  Monfieur  next  brother  to  the  kii^  the  couQt 
d*Artois  ttae  younger  brother,  and  the  duke  d'Or* 
kans,  the  prince  of  Conde,  the  duke  of  Bou^ 
bon  his  eldeft  fon,  and  the  prince  of  Conti.  Thpugli 
the  esoiticHis  of  the  duke  d'Orlean^  and  of  the 
marqdis  de  la  Fayette  produced  no  (biking  e&£ts 
tipon  the  prefeat  occafion,  it  feems  proper  to.  rpQonl 
that  the  former  of  thefe^  finding  the  featMn^nl^  of 
his  fedioD  little  confomiabie  to  thofe  he.entertainqj» 
thou^  proper  to  abfent  bipifelf  from  the  notably 
except  upon  certain  intereftiog  quefljoos;:  and  that 
the  latter  was  a,  member  of  the  Teuton  of  the  couff t 
d'Artois.  ..  .-       :    7 

It  was  early  vifible  that  the  notfkbjles .  were  c&* 
vkled  in  their  opinions,  these  being  a  ^pall  but 
refpefibble  minority  who  embraced  th^.  caofe  of 
the  people.  The  itft  wen  lii^y  ariflocQiitiad  -  in 
their  (entiments,  and,  beginning  to  be  jufUy  alarm- 
ed 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  19 

td  for  the  downU  iof  their,  vimpmiiod,  ifod  exerted 
MiemMves  to  the  beft  of  their  pomer  to  itfift  the 
rain  by  which  thef  were  about  to  be  overtalieq. 
The  fe6tion  of  the  count  d'Artois  and  the  duke  <i 
Bourbon  eameftly  recommenAed  the  modd  ot  1(14 
and  ft^^d  a  doubt,  whether  there  was  any 
power  fliort  of  the  ftates-gcneral^  ddiberatuig  by  or- 
dersi  that  could  fuperinduce  upon  it  any  imtedal 
alteration.  The  feAions  of  the  didtt  d'Odeaas  and  ' 
the  prince  Conde  and  Conti  pkadcd  the  lame  caofe 
though  in  a  manner  lefe  peremptory.  The  fediQii 
of  Moniieur,  in  which  a  majority  of  the  members 
had  embraioed  the  fide  of  liberty,  were  fuUy  perftnd- 
ed  of  the  propriety  ci  the  kill's  ifitrodudng  what- 
ever variation  the  welfiue  of  the  whole  might  leem 
to  require. 

The  notables  were  nearly  unanimous  in  thepnndries 
that  oi^t  to  regulate  the  forms  of  Ekdtoo.'     Tbe 
great  body  of  ele£tors  were  to  be  dtftributed  into  com- 
munities,  whole  fundion  it  was  to  feleft  a  certain' num- 
ber of  ctiizem  to  reprefent  them  in  the  fecondary  biul- 
liage,  the  fecondary  baiiliages  to  dqnite  to  the  pfimary 
<Mes,  and  thefe  laft  to  fix  upon  the  oational  neprefenta- 
tives  in  the  general  aflombly.    Tliis  chain  of  deputa- 
'iSon  was  applicable  only  to  the  tiers  etat ;  the  ft^)erior 
ordei^  were  authorifed  immediately  to  eleft  their  itpft- 
ieiitiif^  to  the  national  (enate.    In  thofe  provinces  that 
''iXren:  m  the  habits  of  being  regulated  by  their  piovincial 
'  ftetes,  the  ffarte^  were  to  deft  their  itpitfentatives  at  kaft 
%  ItuJi  of  them  as  Could  prove  that  they  wereabsady  in  - 
pofleffion  of  that  privilege.  -    • 

In  the  feflion  of  Monfieur,    the  queftton  of  the 

'pK)pDfffonaI  repiefentation  of  the  three   ofders  was 

decided  ill  fitvourof  the  doubling  the  tiers  etait^  by  a 

m^jor^   of   thirteen    to    tvHVe.      In  the  feftion 

d'Artois, 
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d'  Attois»  d^Orieans^  aod  Conti»  the  (amcprindple  was 
n^^ipt^ined  by  a  ooajority  4Df  eig))t,  eight  and  fix  rtfpec* 
txif^4  In  the  othec  CW6  it  was  canried  unanimoufly  in 
bi^ma,ck  the  aiiftocracyi  The  queftfon  of  the  deli- 
beration in  one  or  more  houfes  was  Ukewifc  varioufly 
decided^  Tliice  ef  tha  fedlioDs  feemcd  to  confider 
the  d^bbemtion  by  ciders- as  an  e£fential  part  of  the  con- 
fijttttioos  thofe  of  d*Orleans  and  Bourbon  required, 
that  9A  leaA  the  fiift  debberation  fhould  be  in  the 
anftooalkal  tbmi,  the  ftates-general  afterwards  to 
SK^>t.  whatrver  form  they  thou^t  proper;  and  the 
fedioQ  of  Moofieur  declared  the  queftion  to  be  ai- 
tpg^l^r  out  of  their  province  to  determine.  Upon 
the  queftion  whether  the  three  orders  (hould  deli- 
brmtfs  feparatdy  or  united^  in  the  elc&ion  d  the 
deputies^  the  fedion  of  Monfieur  pronounced  entire 
Utx^ty ;  and  the  other  five  prefcribed  a  leparate 
Gpniultation^  unlefs  in  any  particular  difth£l  it  diould 
appear  that  precedent  decided  in  favour  of  the 
coDtvaiy* 

From,  the  compofition  of  the  ftates-general  they  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  rales  of  ele6kion.  Under  the 
head  of  qualifications  the  judgment  of  the  ie&ions  of 
Monlieur,  d'Artois,  and  Bourbon  was  confidembly  libe- 
xal.  The  general  ffMrit  of  that  judgment  was  the  pro- 
faiption  of  all  qualification  ;  becaufe  there  were,  as 
they  iaid,  but  three  orders  in  the  (late,  and  it  would 
be  ablbbtely  (ubveriive  oi  that  principle  to  introduce 
AibdivifioQS;  becau(t  every  Frenchman  ou^t  to  have 
fopoe  fliaie  ia  deputing  reprefentatives  to  the  national 
ailembly  ;  and  becauie  the  only  meafure  of  eligibility 
in  the  pci&ns  diofen  oug^  to  be  the  confidence  of 
tfa^r  conftitueols.  The  feftion  d' Artois  alone  of  three, 
intsoduced  as  a  modification,  that  the  dedors  of  Ihe 
tiees    etafe  nuft  be   io  actual    pofleffion  .of  landed 

property 
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property*  The  ittnainiog  .  ic&iom  ettdeavouMd  to 
e(iabli(h  certain  qualificaticttis,  though  ail  of  them 
TcjeAed  the  idea  ot  iotrodtidng  either  eaEchlfion 
or    proportion    to  the    prejudice  of  the  undigiufied 

The  article,  in  the  decifioa  of  whidi  the  parti&iis 
of  the  commons  had  deeply  interefted  tbmiiotvesy 
whether,  the  tiers  etat  fhouM  be  atkhorifad  to  dk& 
deputies  from  either  of  the  fupoiior  oideis,  vtas  by 
the  iejEiions  of  Monfiew,  Coode,  and  Boinbai)  de^ 
termioed,  as  their  partiians  deiired»  in  the-  neg^ive  i 
and  the  fe&ion  of  Mon&ur  aligned  thb  flatDeriAg 
reafon,  that  it  was  unjuft  to  fuppote  that  tbm  tiers 
etat  could  not  in  their  own  onlcr  diicovev  candl* 
dates  that  were  pofieiTed  of  every  iuitable  itquifite. 
The  dediions  of  the  ie&ions  d'Artcns  and  d*Qrkan9 
were  direftly  the  reverie  of  each  other,  the  ibrmer 
limiting  tlie  tiers  etat  in  the  eledion  of  deputies  to 
the  b^iages,  but  pronouncing  entire  fisccdom  in 
that  to  the  ftates-general ;  and  the  latteF  admitting 
nobla  to  repiefent  the  tiers  etat  in  the  baiUiages, 
but  recpuring  that  the  reprefentative  of  the  com- 
mons (hoald  be  himfelf  a  commoner  in  the  lad 
reftilt.  The  fedion  of  Conti  alone  delivered  a 
judgment  cpnibnant  to  the  enlaiged  principles  of 
lib^y»  Ought  not  indeed  the  partifans  of  the  tkrs 
etat  to  have  recoUe&ed,  that,  if  the  peofde,  when 
left  to  themielves,  were  blind  enough  to  eieft  their 
enemies  to  watch  aver  their  (afety,  they  wpuid  be 
abje  neither  to  uaderiiUnd  nor  maintain  liberty, 
even  if  they  were  put  in  pofieffion  of  it? 

The  more  bter^fting  cpeftion,  whether  the  ft^« 
rioc  baiUiagcs,  ibme  of  which  contained  twelve 
thouiand,  and  others  fix  hundered  thoufand  iahabH 
tants^  fhould  eleft  the  lame  number  of  deputies,  was 
determined  in  the  negative  by  the  Icftion  of  Mon- 

fieur. 
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fieur,  and  in  the  aflirmative  by  the  other  five.  The 
ioquiiy  reipe&ing'  the  mode  of  eledion  by  poll  or 
by  baUot^  was  by  four  of  the  fe(flions  decided  in 
'fiivour  of  an  open  poll  ;  by  the  fedions  d*Artois  and 
d'Orleans  a  poll  was  prefcribed  in  the  primary 
aflemblies  ;  but  it  was  affirrned  to  be  of  great  mo- 
rnent^  that  the  ultimate  eledbn  of  deputies  to  the 
fiates-gerieial  (hould  be  conduded  by  the  mode  of 
ballol^.  Finally,  the  five  junior  (edtions  anxioully 
,  exprefled  their  readinds  to  fobmit  to  an  equal  par- 
ticipation of  the  burden  of  contribution^  to  the  pub- 
lic revenue;  the  (edtion  of  Monfifcur,  which  in  all 
the  moft  interefling  queftions  had  declared  in  &vour 
of  the  pq)ular  came,  difdained  to  have  recourfe  to 
an  oftent^ion  of  genemfity,  which  after  the  pro- 
ceedings they  adoptMy  would  have  been  altogether 
iupeifluous. 

The  proceedings  of  the  notables  were  ariftocrati- 
cal,  but  modftrate,  and  did  not  therefore  fatisfy  the 
defires  of  thofe  who  began  to  be  ferioufly  alarmed  for 
the  impending  revolution.  The  daric^  language  of 
fuch  as  from  the  prefs  or  in  the  municipal  aflemblies 
pleaded  the  cauie  of  the  democracy,  inipired  them  with 
horror. 

The  prince  of  Conti,  in  a  general  committee  of  the 
notables  on  the  a  8th  of  November,  was  the  firft  to 
unfurl  the  flandard  of  ariftocratical  jealouiy.  Upon 
this  occafion  he  read  and  delivered  a  note  to  M oniieur^ 
prefident  of  the  committee,  declaring  that  he  owed  it  to 
m  conicience,  his  birth,  and  the  prdent  criiis  of  public 
affairs;  to  enter  his  proteft  a^ainft  the  innundation  that 
exifted  of  fcandalous  publications,  that  fpread  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom  trouble  and  divifion.  The 
monarchy  was  attacked!  a  blow  was  aimed  at  its  eziftence! 
andthcmameatwasatfaandl  It  was  unpoffible  that  the 

king 
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king  (hpi44  ^t  at;  length  f]£)en,bi^  qy^^, and; that  his 
bioih^  jSpQuld  npt  call  uppp  himtodolb.  *  It  waa 
necefiaiy  bo  the  ftabijity  o^  the  thi[one,  of  the  law3  jand  o£ 
oaxler,  that  alljiew  fyiben^  fliould  bje  for  ever  piofcribed, 
and.thiit  thie  conftitution  ^d  (he  aQcient  fomis  fhould 
be  prdpryed.  in  their  int^.^^  The  note  of  the  frinoe, 
of  Conti  was  laid  by  Monfieur  belbrc  the  iCii^,  who 
rctunKd  it  with^ao  intmfiationj  that  the  fubjeft  'oi  it  waj^ 
totally  foreign  .to  thofe  for  the  difcuflion  of  which  the 
notabk$  bad  been  aflembled  ^  that  he  therefore;  forbade 
the  (edion^  to  take  it  into  their  coniideration}  and  that 
the  pnnces  of  the  blood  oiight  to  addreis  themfehres 
diredly  to  him^.  when  they  had  any  thing  to  communi- 
cate which  they  conceived  would  be  ufefm  to  him- 

The  notables  were  diflblvcd  on  the  12th  of  December^ 
and  two  days  after  (hat  event  a  memorial  was  pi^eiented,  to 
the  king  by  the  princes  oi  the  blood  who  had  fat  in  that 
aflembfy,  with  the  exception  of  Monfieur  and  the.  Duke 
d'Orkan^  enfwcing  the  repnefentation  of  the  prince  cf 
Conti«  They  affirmed,  that  the  flate  wa5  in  inftant 
danger  {  that  a  revolution  was*  gradually  taking  place  ia 
tlie  principles  of  government  j  and  that  the  prelent  fer- 
mentation of  men's  minds  furnifhed  the  means  by  which 
it  was  to  be  ef&dted.  Inflitutions,  hitherto  reputed 
facied^^nd  by  which  the  monarchy  had  flouriflied  for 
ages,  were  now  difputed  as- problematical,  or  deaipd  as 
ut^ui^.  Jhe  publications  that  bad  appeared  dun%  the. 
fitting  of  the<  notables,  the  oiemorials  that  h{id  be^n 
formed  by  di^rent  pipvinces,  cities  and  corps,  their 
object:  and  thieir  ftyle,  announced,  a  regular  lyftem  o£ 
inhibordimitioni  and  5I  determined  contempt  for  the  laws 
of  the  &^t^. .  Every  author .  erefted  himfelf  into  a  legis- 
lator. '-Eloquence  and  ai>  art  q^  writii^  without 
infomiatloni  without  ftudy  and  without  experience,  were 
tboii^.t  qu^ficfttipp^  fijffiqentjor  men  to  regulate  .th? 
iate  d  empires.  Whoever*  advanced  a  daring  propo- 
.   Ho. ».  D  iit4ap^ 
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fitibn,  whoever  propoKed  innovation,  was  certain  to  i&firo^ 
leaders  and  followere.     Such  wai  the  tremendous  pto-- 
grefi  of  tins  efferveftencCj  that  opinions,  which  a  flioit^ 
time  fJnce  would  have  been  deemed  the  moft  reptehen-  * 
fibfc,  now  appeared  reafonaWe  and  juft  ;  and  tbofc,  at 
which  men  of  honour  now  ftarted,  would  perhaps  fomc 
time  hence  be  reminded  as  perfedly  legitimate  and  r^--- 
lar.    Who  could  fet  bounds  to  the  temerity  of  opinion  ? 
The  rights  of  the  throne  had  already  been  difputed ;  the 
rghts  of  the  two  orders  wieie  now  called  in  queftion ;  it 
had  even  been  proposed,  to  iupprefs  the  feudal  lordftiips^ 
als  a  (yftem  of  oppreffion,  and  a  remnant  of  barbtfifin } 
fhortiy  the  ifehtsof  piopertv  would  bp  invaded,  and  the 
unequs^  diifaibution  of  weatth  be  confidered  as  a  matter 
Serving  ol  reform.     The  princes  added,  that  the  claim 
of  a  double  reprcfentation  of  flie  tiers  etat  was  the  off. 
ipring  of  thefe  fyftems  of  innovation,  and  oi^ht  to  be 
perfeveringly  lefifted.   To  grant  it  would  be  to  encourage 
a  ^irit  ofencrd&chment ;  and  its  advocates  animated  by  . 
their  firft  inaxih  would  not  content  tlieniielves  with  a 
conceflion,  which,  unlefs  conneded  with  fomethii^  that 
was  to  follow,  would  prove  ^together  nominal  mi  nuga- 
tbiy.     A  meetii^  of  the  dukes  and  peers  of  France, 
iimilar  to  that  of  the  princes,  was  held  on  the  20th ;  but 
they  contented  themiehres  wkh  publifhing  a  reiblutioii, 
by  which  they  expre&d  their  readinds  to  pay  their  ftdl 
proportion  to  the  national  revenue,  without  demanding 
toy  pecuniary  exemption. 

The  parliament  of  fans  appears  to  have  exerted  a 
forefi^t  of  a  very  different  charafter  from  that  of  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  and  to  have  modelled  its  procedii^ 
i^rdingly.  Thdfe  of  Vhe  princes  were  full  of  ardour  aiSl 
adventure ;  thofc  of  the  parliament  were  infected  with 
timidity.  The  former  feemed  prepared  to  facrifioe  ever^ 
thii^  tothe  unlimited  afiertioh  of  tbeprerogatwcs  to  which 
tkey  were  born  i  the  latter,  if  tliey  were  unable  to  pre* 
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lerfe  the  tvho]c»  vitre  willing  to  make  as  gpod  a  baig^ 
as  they  coi^.  The  yousger  members  that  guidoj  thar 
deliberations^  had  taftsd  of  the  mt(»dcatingdiaij^  of 
popular  applauie.  .M.  cTfifpfemenil  and  others  had  beo^ 
received  with  Ihouts  at  the  re-aflembling  of  their  corp^ 
after  the  period  of  their  vacation :  and  they  could  not 
perfiiade  themfelves  ligtitly  to  part  with  ^  public  ^VQur 
wbi^h  had  been  fo  particularly  gi^atehil  to  them. 

The  vaca^n  of  the  parliaooent  ea^nitd  on  th^  ifttl^ 

of  November ;  but  it  was  not  uTual  for  ihat  body  to' 

enter  inunod'iately  upon  the  tranlaftion  of  bu(in^,  and, 

acoordin^y  i|t  was  not  till  the  5thof  DecemWlhat  they 

adopted  the  relotution^  by  which  they  endeavoured  to 

qvssSiiy    their  intolfbcant  bngu^^  of  the  -  pseoeedii^ 

months.    In  this  refolution  they  expieflbd  their  alan^s 

for  the  consequences  of  the  picfent  ferment^  and  of  thc( 

manceuyrcsen^loyedby  iU-intcptioned  pcrlbns  to  deprive 

tlie  nation  of  the  fruits  of  the  efibrts  of  the  magiftracy, 

and  to  (ubftitute  anarchy  and  leditbn  in  the  room  of  die 

a^uifitioB  of  a  juft  and  generous  liberty.     They  recom- 

mended»  as  the  mod  defiiable  of  all  preliminaries,  hat* 

mony  between  the  di&reiit  orders ;  and  tbey  regrettec) 

that  tbey  (hould  have  be^n  themielves  fo  inuch  niifun. 

derftooil  in  their  feIe£lion  of  the  model  oi  x6ia.    By 

thb  lelcdion  they  had  lUKloubtecHy  intended  to  point  Out 

the  m^ode  of  convocation  by  bailliages  as^refersdbk  to  zii 

others ;  but  they  were  wither  enapowered   nor  had 

dd^ned  to  put  any  reftridion  upon  the  confidence  ot  the 

cloftors ;  arxi  with  le^d  to  the  pn^x)rtioA  di  reprefen- 

tatives  for  the  three  orders,  as  it  was  \tfidet^n;ined  ^thef 

by  bw  or  any  conftiuit  ufage,  diey  liad  ^ways  meant  to 

refer  to  the  difcretion  of  the  fovereign  the  ch^cc  offuch 

meafutes  as  midit  bed  accord  with  reaibn,  with  liberty, 

with  juftice^  and  with  the  national  fentiment.    To  quiet 

the  perturb^ion  tliat  at  prefent  exilled,  the  parliament 

^e^ed  leave  to  rf:conunend  to  the  king  to  convQke  the 
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ifates-gcneral  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  and,  prcvioufly  to 
tliat  Oonvocation,  to  fenftion  and  confecrate*  the  foll6<v- 
ing  fundamental  principles  i  the  periodical  afltmblirig  of 
this  national  body ;  their  right  to  hiorf  age  in  perpetu- 
ity to  the  public  creditors  the  produce  of  certain  taxes ; 
their '  obligation  towards' the  conftituents  to  grant  no 
other  taxes  but  for  a  definite  time,  and  to  a  given 
ampuritj  llieir  right  expreflly  to  appropriate  the  public 
Aoney  fo  the .  different  fervices  in  which  it  flibuld  be 
cinployed-;  the  refolution  of  the  king  to  confent  to  the 
ipimediate  abolition  of  all  taxes  bearing  partially  upon 
particular  orders.;  the  refponfibility  ot  minifters;  the 
right  of  the  ftates-general  to  acciife  and  impeath  before 
the  pafliarrtent  sail  national  ofiendcrs,  faring  the 'privilege 
of  the  parliament's  attorney'  to  exercife  the  fame  tunc- ' 
tjpn  i  th.e  mutual  relation  between  the  ftates-general  and 
the  courts  "of  law,  fo  that  the  latter  might  not  and 
dbuld  not  fuffer  the  levy  of  any  tax,  nor  take  part  in  the 
execution  of  any  law  of  whatever  fort  or  defcription, 
t^at  had  not  previoufly  been  demanded  or  fanftioned  by 

!'he  former ;  the  individual  liberty  of  the  citizen,  to  be 
ecured  by  the  obligation  of  the  paVty  arrefting  to  com- 
rnit  him  to  a  "legal  prifon,  and  furender  him  to  the  dif- 
(i^etiofa  bf'liis  natural  judges;  laftly  the  leoal  liberty  of 
theprefs,  the  only  fecure  and  ready  fource  of  innocence 
(igainfl  opprefTion,  refer\nng  a  refponfibility  for  reprehen- 
JibTe  works  after  their  publication,  according  to  the  exigence 
of  the  cafe.  ,  ' 

* '  An  obfefvation  early  fuggcfted  by  this  refolution  of 
the  parliament  was,  that,  while  they  had  enumerated 
mofl  of  the  other  privileges  fecured  by  the  Britifli  Con- 
ftitution,  they  had  carefully  omitted  the  trial  by  jury  ; 
srld  irfdced  it  is  impolfible  to  read  their  decifion  without 
remarking,  that,  at  the  lame  time  that  they  were  perfeftly 
ready  to  concede  all  other  prerogatives  but  their  own, 
they  fpcke  of  tlitfeasniatters  of  thehigheft  confequenc6» 
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atid  exalted  -tliemielves  to  a.  level  wijdx  all  that  prejij|iclice 
admires,  or  reafoa  teacher  to  be  invalua,ble.  A  prp- 
ceeding  fo  (pedous  and  artificial  obtained  for  them  little 
credit  with  any.  party;  and  the  court,  which  had  lately 
feemed  rather  under  the  influence  ^  of  refentment 
than  policy,  replied  with  haughtinefs  to  their  reprefenta- 
tions,  that  "  with  hb  parliament  the  king  had  nothing 
to  difcufs ;  it  was  with  the  aflembled  nation  that  lie 
would  concert  fuch  meafures  as  might  permanently  cph- 
folidate  the  pubfic  order  and  profpenty  of  the  whole/* 

M.  d'Efpremenil  publiftiai  at  this  period  a  very  brief 
.  difquifition»  which  inay  be  regarded  as  the  moft  authen'- 
tic  commentary  upon  the  r^folution  of  the  5th  of.  De- 
cember. According  to  him,  the  votii^  by  ieparatc 
orders  was  the  conflitution,  and  the  voting  in  a  fiiiglp 
aflTembly  the  exception ;  an  exception,  to  which  it  might 
be  ncceflary  to  have  recourfc  uppn  cxtraoidiiury  cafes, 
Jnit  which  muft  always  be.  adopted  by  the  voluntaiy  aflent 
of  the  three  opders.  The  fermentation  that .  had  been 
excited  about  doubling  or  not  doubling  the  feprefenta- 
tion  of  the  tiers  etat,  was  an  example  of  pcrverfity  and. 
malevolence  that  po  hiflory  could  parallel.  In  fad,,  b^ 
oblerved,  all  France  was  of  one  opinion.  I'he, clergy 
and  nobility  were  willing  to  concede  their  pecuniary  privi- 
leges; and  this  conceflion  oi>  the  one  hand,  and  the 
independence  of.  orders  on  the  other,  were  only  wanting 
to  render  the  nation  happy  and  firee.  He  >yas  neverthelels 
of  opinion,  that  the  reprefentatipn  Qf  the  tici-s  etat  .oveht 
to  be  doubled :  not  to  proteft  therh  againfl  the  arifto* 
cratical  orders,  there  was  no  longer  any  conteft  between 
them ;  but  becaufe  a  fiill  and  numerous  rcprefentatioii  of 
the  people  was  the  beft  fecurity  agaunft  miniflerial  def- 
potilin,  the  common  enemy  of  the  fovereign  and  of  every 
order  in  the  ftate. 

Whether  it  was  that  the  parliamentary  leaders  were 

diidppointed  of  the  applaufe  they  expe(fted  to  ^in  by 
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their  palmddia,  or  that  they  thought  they  had  gone  taut 
enou^n  in  qualification,  and  it  was  now  necef&iy  to  Bicw 
their  impartiality,  their  next  public  proceeding  was  to  bum 
by  the  lionds  qt  the  common  liai^ttian  a  pamphlet  writ-: 
ten  in  defence  of  the  popular  principles;  and  the  harapgue, 
which  it  was  ufual  upon  (uch  ocoifions  for  the  attorney 
general  to  deliver,  was  full  ol  vehement  inveftives  againft 
what  be  ftyled  the  extravagant  pretenfions  ct  the  tiers 
ctat..  In  the  fame  fpirit  they  foon  after  fummoncd  to 
their  bar  the  author  and  printer  of  a  petition,  calling 
itfelf  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Paris^  and  to  which 
^natures  were  folicited  by  adverlifements  and  circular 
letters.  Havirie  heard  the  parties,  they  iflued  a  fhi6t 
prohibition  for  the  future  againfl  fuch  advertilements,  and 
the  public  expofition  of  petitions  for  fignjiture,  as  con- 
trary to  good  order,  and  capable  of  being  applied  by  111- 
inter^tioned  peribns  to  the  worft  of  purpotes. 

It  was  never  more  neceilaiy  than  upon  the  prefentN 
occafion,  that  the  executive  government  fhould  interfere^ 
and  endeavour  to  cctomoie  the  mutual  jealoufies  and  mif- 
underlbncfings,  whidi  daily  became  wider  and  more  ai^, 
as  (he  deciiiop,  uncertain  in  its  ifiqe,  advaaoed  nqurer  to 
a  crife.  This'  dedfion  was  at  lersgth  made  public  in  the 
iefult  ot  a  coiincil  erf  the  27  th  of  December,  by  which 
it  was  determined,  that  the  number  of  deputies  to  the 
eafuing  flates-geneial  Ihoiild  not  M  (hort  dF  a  thoufand^ 
that  it  fhould  os  apportioned  with  all  pra^icable  accuracy,' 
confonnable  to  the  population  and  financial  contribui;bns 
of  the  different  bailliages ;  and  that  the  rcprefentation  of 
the  tiers  etat  fhould  be  equal  to  tlie  fum  of  the  |:eprefen^ 
tation  of  the  other  two  orders. 
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State  of  parties  previous  Cb  the  meeting  of  the  Aates-ge|ieril*«» 
<  Riot  at  FarJs-^AiTembly  of  the  IVates— Conteft  with  refpeA  to 
the  mode  of  voting  by  ordert  or  br  poll— The  tien  etat  coo^ 
fiitute  themfelves  a  national  aflTembfy^^Ailembly  repulfed  bwa 
the  hall  of  the  fhtes— ^ake  an  oath  never  tb  Mantt  till  the 
cooftitutioa  be  fettled— Royal  feffion— Union  of  the  orderH<»* 
Projeds  of  the  court— P  aril  encircled  with  militaty — Soldiefs 
releafed  from  prifon  by  the  populace— Famine  in  tari$-^Ri« 
monftrance  of  the  aiTembly^— DifmiAion  of  M.  N^kar— Dlftuv* 
bances  at  Paris^--FinnnefB  of  t^  nttipnal  afbsibiy— -The 
Baftile  taken* 

THE  attention  of  all  Europe  was  &xtd  on  tbe  meet^ 
iog  of  the  ftates-i^neral,  while  the  minds  6l  the 
French  themfelves  continued  to  be  agitated  by  a  variety 
of  different  and  contending  pafiions  and  opimons.  Thc& 
who  Were  in  pofl^on  of  power,  were  defiious  of  vetam«> 
ing  it ;  and  thofe  who  had  no  dependence  but  upon 
Ukit  abilities,  hoped  that  a  new  conftitution  of  tfuaei 
would  elevate  them  to  that  rank,  to  which,  from  thm 
merits,  tiiey  conceived  theihfelves  entitled.  'The  two 
g^t  parties^  which  were  afterwards  to  divide  thft  nation, 
were  already  formed.  The  pertinacity  with  whidi  the 
pri^kged  ordeis  were  determined  to  adhere  to  their 
peojiar  advantages,  is  evident  from  what  we  have  dated 
m  the  preceding  diapter ;  and  on  the  odier  hand,  a  mul- 
titude of  writers  of  the  greateft  eminence  were  employed 
in  excitiiig  the  tiers  etat  to  the  aflertion  of  its  right  The 
daims  of  the  nobility  and  cleigy  were  examined  with 
acutenefiy  with  precifion,  with  re(earch«  The  balance 
of  ability  was  greatly  on  the  fide  of  the  pe(^le,  and  the 
tiTuages  of  antiquity  faded  before  the  ligt^  ot  g^us  and 
ti  truth*    Previous  to  this  period,  that  extraordinary 
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locicty  or  club*  was  formed,  which  has  fince  had  fo  cor-  • 
fiderable  and  fo  pernicious  an  influence  over  the  public 
affairs...    Its  members  inftituted  an  aftive  correfpondence 
throughout  the  kingdom,  end,  by  cultivating  a  unifor- 

V  mity  of  opinion  on  political  fubjefts,  produced,  in  time, 

that  uniformity  of  will,  which  afterwards  appeared  to 
govern  the  popular  counlcls. 

The  political  fchifm  which  had  already  taken  place, 
was'  not  likely  to  be  compofed  during  the  neceflary  turr 
bulence  of  an  eleftion.  Yet  the  fyftero  on  which  the; 
French  ekftions  were  condutted,  is  lefs  liable  to  tumult 
and  diforder  than  where  there  i;  an  open. and  immediate 

-poll;  jindthou^  the  lefiders  of  parties  were  fufficiently 
animated  in  the  (upport  of  their  particular  fentiments,  thc- 
gr^at  body  of  the  people  were  either  dubious  of  the  confe- 
quences,  or  were  not  yet  warmed  in  the  contefl.     The 
meeting  for  the  homifiation  of  efeftore  were  not  fo  nume- 

.roufly  attended  as  might  have  been  fuppoled ;  and  even 
in  fome  places,  where  a  thoufand  voters  were  expefted/ 

^  not  ,above  fifty  appear^: 

'J  he  fpirit  of  the  two  parties  was  manifeftecj  in  the 
cahiers  (or  inftruftions  to  their  reprefentatives)  which 
were  drawii  up  on  this'occafion.  The  nobility  and  the  • 
cleigy  in  their  feparate  chambers  digplled  their  inftruAions, 
the  firft  objeft  of  which  was  to\preferve  what  they  were 
pleated  to  confider  as  their  own  rights ;  tlic  (econd,  to 
demand  the  rights  of  the  people.  The  monarch,  accord- 
ing  to  this  fyftem,  was  the  only  xlevoted  party ;  and  with 
his  rights  the  ftates- general  might  make  as  free  as  they 

.  plcafed.  All  parties,  however,  agreed  in  renouncing  a 
p?,rt  of  tb.eir  pecuniaiy  privileges.  The  inftrudions  of 
ti^'e  tiers  etat  were  haftily  compoled ;  but  that  unifonnity 
of  (entinient,  which  the  (uffering?  of  the  people  and  the 

^uct:iv:ty  of  their  leaders  bad  produced,   was  evident  in 

t:  em  -dW.  Tlicy  demanded  tlie  iuppreflion  of  more  abufcs 

lUiaa  the  nalicnal  afllmbly  wii^  able  m  three  ycari  to  d^f- 
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troy,  more  than  perhaps  ever  caa  be  eodicajted;  all^ 
however,  were  unanimous  in  demanding  a  coqftitution^ 
fibeity,.  the  aflumption  of  natural  r^ts,  and  tiie  protec- 
tion of  the  public  treafure  from  the  depredatbns  of  the 
court.  Tbie  deputies  ot  each  order  departed  thus  inftmft- 
led  to  maintiun  the  claims  of  .their  particular  party. 
^*  Thole  of  the  tiers  etat,"  fays  a  diftii^ifhed  member 
of  thcB&wHy,  **  carried  with  them. the  bencdidlions 
and  the  prayers  of  the  multitude." 

Such  were  the  objeft  wliich  occupied  the  xcSoQiag 
port  of  the  nation  ;  but  whatever  might  be  the  expe£tar 
tions  of  others,  |he  fovourites  of  the  cogrts  could  not  fail 
to  perceive  that  the  violence  of  the  ftorpi  would  break 
upon  their  beads.  The  inllrudlions  which  were  didatcd 
by  the  tiers  etat  for  the  governitiipnt  of  its  reprefentativ^ 
the  vaft  extent  of  its  demands,  and  the  nun^ber  and  ability 
of  the  publications  in  fupport  of  tbefe  demands,  made 
.them  fed  the  neceifity  of  oppofing  againft  that  order  the 
full  force  of  every  exiflii^  authority.  M.  Necker  wan 
deiimus  that  the  ftates  rnight  be  aflembled  at  Paris;  but 
the  king  preferred  VeriaiUes,  where  the  communication 
between  the  members  and  the  court  would  be  more  imme- 
diate. It  is  evident  tliat  the  deputies  of  the  tiers  etat, 
wiio  were  cdle6ted  from  every  remote  quarter  of  the 
kingdom,  and  many  of  them  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  great  wodd,  aflembled  under  confiderable  diiadvan- 
t^es,  in  a  place  where  every  thing  bore  the  Qamp  of  def- 
potiim,  and  where  intr^e  and  venality  had  induflriouily 
-ipiead  their  choiceft  allurements.  The  agents  of  the  court 
had  already  eftablifhedconferences  at  theboule  of  Madamo 
Polignac ;  and  it  is  (aid  by  the  democratic  party,  tliat  the 
chi^cbjeft  of  their  deliberation  was  to  unite  the  two  prin- 
cipal orders,  the  clergv  and  nobles,  and  to  retain  the  com- 
mons in  a  ftate  of  dependence  and  fubjeftion.  On  th« 
Other  hand,  the  deputies  of  the  people  were  not  without 
.their  jealoufies ;  and  thofe  of  each  province,  held  their 
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kpariOt  mtttik^  tiU  at  length  ihtf  became  united  in 
tSM  6f  Atkteny. 

It  is  evident  that  the  voting  by  orders,  ondnot  l^poit^ 
thlt  js,  the  ^fiembling  <^f  the  different  orders  in  their  fefidu 
lite  chamt>ers,  and  invefiing  each  with  the  prerogatife 
of  putting  a  negative  on  the  prooeetiingsot  the  other  two, 
Witt  the  onlv  itkatagem  which  the  court  party  could  em* 
Jrtoy  to  dilconcert  the  meafures  of  The  patriots  $  and  it 
inuft  be  conlefied,  that  f  uch  on  arrangement  would  pro* 
bably  have  rendered  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  dates* 
general  a  folemn  farce,  and  could  never  have  eftablifhed 
1^  fubftantial  itform.  This  was  the  gretf  quefiion  which 
wa^'prefently  to  involve  the  natioml  repi^fentatives  in 
feftion  and  conteft. 

vjyhik  thofe  important  concerns  weie  in  ^tationi  a 
ditumftance  occurted  which  is  fu^pofed  on  ^  parts  to 
have  ori^tiated  in  feme  malevblent  motive,  tirfietfaetof  a 
pAJik  or  a  private  nature  is  not  fo  eafy  to  deckle*  In 
the  ptjptikJta  ibbuib  of  St.  Antoine,  a  very  con&krabfe 
fxtper-manufa(Eh>iy  was  carried  on,  and  a  number  ^ 
workmen  cotlfequentiy  maintained,  by  a  nrfpeftable  ctti- 
^abn  of  the  name  of  ReVeiHon.  This  gentleman*  had 
aectifed  a  certain  aU^e  Roy^  a  de{>endent  of  the  comtit 
d'Artois,  of  forgery,  and  the  matttt  was  before  fbe 
courts.  -  Wh«ber,  thcrrfbre,  it  afofe  ftom  private 
reven^  in  the  ^kbbe,  or  whether  the  court  party  m^t 
mid^he  that  a  iriot  at  Paris  would  afford  a  fair  apdogy 
for  the  stpproach  of  fuch  a  niutiber  of  troops  as  mi^f 
effi^fto^lfly  awe  the  reprefentatives  of  die  nation,  is  unoer* 
tain.  A  groundlefe  rfpott  was  malicioufly  fpTead^  thmt 
M.  Remfkm  rntended  coniide^ly  to  lower  the  wages 
of  his  workmen,  that  he  h^  ailerted  the  bread  was  too 
jgyoA  fbr  them,  and  that  they  might  fubfift  as  well  v^dn 
'potito^  flower-*— with  many  infinuatibns  to  the  lame 
effeft.  On  the  27th  of  April,  both  the  fiibmbs  of  St. 
ilarc  afld  St»  Afltoine  were  in  motion,  and  M.  ReveiUoti 

was 
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^teburtlt  in  effigy.  The  tfidt  ttttamfinuy  drtum- 
(buKie  was  tbat  it  had  beeli  amibutioed  to  the  poikt^ 
Chat  the  ()Rx:edit^  days  a  humber  of  ftnuiicra  had' 
itttened  the  city,  and  thde  men  weie  now  the  feadecs  of 
the  iDhintftion,  and,  t^  jprohifely  icatteritig  moneys 
amongfl:  the  mab,MnaY^(ed  both  its  numb^  and  its 
feit)city.  A  finall  detachment  of  the  Ftefich  guanh 
Wis  fent  to  efleA  their  dirpetfion,  but  it  tvas  too  ^K^eak  to 
itfil  the  rabble.  At  the  dawn  of  the  following  day,  the 
outrages  were  renewed;  and  M.  RcveBlon's  boule  was 
{»]lag0daiiddeftroyed.  At  length  a  fotmidable  part  of 
the  military  was  ordered  out,  and,  after  ^  oonfrierabb 
cunage,  the  tumult  was  qudJed. 

Paris  was  fcaitely  recovered  from  the  terror  and 
^pprehettfion  which  this  infurfeftion  otcafidned,  when 
die  day  iMdhted  tor  the  meeting  (yf  the  ftates^genend 
MMA.  The  5th  of  May  1789  will  be  long  mmuita^ 
ble  in  tfieannab  of  France,  and  it  was  indeM  k  day  ^ 
Mhrfty  tothewhde  natbn.  It  commended,  agreeably 
lo  ttndenC  cuftdmj  with  a  leligK^us  aft.  The  fcprdfen-' 
tkthes  of  the  nation^  pieceded  by  the  deigy,  and  ki- 
lowed  b^the  kiiig,  repaired  to  the  temple  of  God,  air- 
cxmpaiiied  with  an  immenfe  aowd,  offiting  vows  and 
prayeHf6r  ftKcefi  to  titenr  labours. 

The  whole  ceremony  indicated  the  diftindion  of 
MdeiSj  wM  evinced  that  it  Was  the  feaet  determination 
(Off  die  court  ftriaiy  to  maintain  it.  F^thful  to  thecal 
loms  of  1614,  the  nobility  w^re  amiyed  in  a  fumptuous 
tdbty  and  (he  deputies  of  the  cx>mmofii!s  in  the  habit  of 
tbc  Uiw.  Thus,  while  tb^  nobility  and  th6  h^r  dtigy 
^tered  in  gdd  and  jewd^i  the  roptfefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple appeared  in  mourning;  but  the  foeftators  were  not 
dt£2]ed  by  fplendkl  appearances;  that  body  which  rq»e- 
fl^ited  the  Mtton  en^ofled  ail  its  applaufe,  and  Vive  Ic 
lid's  t9at !  wias  echoed  fix>m  every  quarter. 
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.  The  aflembly  was  opened  by  a  {pcech  frpm'  th* 
throne,  in.  which  the  monarch  declared  bis  fatisfadion  at 
feeing  himfelf  funrounded,  after  lo  long  an  interval,  by  the 
itprefentatives  ot  his  people-  he  mentioned  the  heavy 
debt  of  the  public,  a  part  of  which  had  accumulated 
during  his  own  reign,  but  in  an  lionourable  caule — ^he 
hinted  at  the  general  difquiet,  and  the  love  of  innovation 
which  had  taken  pofleflion  of  the  minds  of  the  people ; 
but.  depended  on  their  wifdom  and  moderation  in.  the 
adeption  <rf  alterations ;  and  concluded  by  warm  pro- 
lef&ons  of  his  own  attachment  to  the  public  welfare. 

The  (peech  of  M.  Barretin,  the  keeper  of  th6  feals, 
was  but  little  attended  to.  It,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
king,  recommended  temper  in  adopting  alterations  in  the 
government ;  intimated,  that  the  k^nghad  acceded  to  the 
wiihes  of  his  people  in  granting,  to  the  tiers  etat  a  double 
repieteiitation,  but  left  the  great  queition  d  votii^  l^ 
orders  or  by  poll  entirely  undecided. 

The  attention  which  was.n^uled  to  the  keeper  of  the 
ieals  was  moft  liberally  accorded  to  M.  Neckar,  though 
his  addrets  continued  for  three  hours.  It  did  opt,  how- 
ever, pais  exempt  from  criticifm — fpme  alleged  th^  it 
was  aa  iU-arranged  and  ill-digefled  niaf$ ;  the  republicans 
complained  that  he  did  not  enlarge  fufficiently  on  their 
favourite  topic  j  they  cxpedbed  it  to  b?  filled  with  pro^ 
jetls  and  with  iyftems;  the  piivileged  orders  wifbed  him 
fo  be  more  explicit  in. tracing  out  a  plan  of  proceedings 
for  the  ftates-general ;  but  all  agreed  that  nothii^  could 
ht  more  luminous  and  iatisfadory  than  the  details  which 
he  recited  conperning  the  finances  of  tlie  nation ;  nothing 
more  fimple  and.correft  than  the  plans  which  he  pro- 
pped. 

The  fituation  of  M.  Neckaj,  indeed,  at  this  critical 
period,  was  peculiarly  delicate.  He  was  placed  between 
tlie  court  and  the  people,  at  a  time  when  it  was  ipipoffi- 
Ijle.for  an  hooelt  maa  to  attend  equally  to  the  claims  of 
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€ach  party.  Fromr  him  every  thing  was  expefted  by  the 
people,  while  it  was  impoffible  to  comply  with  the  pleni- 
tude of  their  demands.  On  the  contrary,  the  love  and 
admiration  of  the  people  wasiufEcient  to  render  him  fiiC- 
pefted  by  the  courtiers.  He  was  defpifed  by  the  high 
nobility  tor  his  inferiority  ,ot  birth  and  family;  and  he 
was  odious  to  the  bigotted  clergy  because  he  was  a  pro- 
teftant.  Fortunately  for  M.  Neckar,  his  integrity  was 
above  all  fufpicion  ;  every  perlbri  in  the  kingdom,  fix>rri 
the  monarch  to  the  peafant;  was  fatisfied  of  the  reftitude 
of  his  heart.  His  temper  and  moderation  were  of  the 
utmoft  importance  in  turbulent  times.  His  influence 
frequently  interpofed  againft  the  excefles  of  popular  infa- 
tuation ;  and  the  dignity  and  virtue  of  his  charaftcr  gave 
liim  confequence  even  wiih  the  enemies  of  liberty. 

'  The  firft  objeft  of  the  ftate  was  the  verification  cjf 
their  powers j  that  is,  the  produftion*  of  thdr  writs  of 
return,  ^nd  the  identification  of  the  deputies,  which  is 
equivalent  to  our  members  of  parliament  takin^g  their 
feats.  On  this  occafion  the .  fatal  contefl  between  the 
tluee  orders  commenced.  Tiie  deputies  of  the  commons 
{aw  plainly  that  the  people  had  in  vain  atchieved  their 
wifh  with  refpeft  to  the  number  of  reprefentatives — in 
vain  tlie  d^uties  of  the  tiers  etat  in  number  conftituted 
a*  half  of  the  fiates-general,  if  by  the  mode  of  voting  they 
were  to  be  tcduciecr  to  a  third.  They  law  further,  that 
.ihould  the  verification  of  their  powers  l^e  eflR;3ed  in 
fepaiate  chambers,  each  order  would  then  be  conflitutcd 
a  l^al  aflembly,  and  the  union  be  rendered  for  ever 
ioipoflible. 

Thus  the  difpute  which  was  of  fo  much  impottance, 
concerfaing  the  voting  by  orders  or  by  poD,  commenced 
even  upon  the  verification  of  their  returns.  At  the 
appointed  hour  the  deputies  of  the  tiers  etat  afiembled  in 
the  common  hall.  After  half  an  hour  fpent  in  that  con-v 
fufion  to  which  fo  numerous  an  ailembly  v^sls  naturally 

HaUb 
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liable,  a  voice  more  artio^tc  than  tlie  reft  proclaimed  the 
{)^e$ty  of  order^  and  advifed  the  appointment  of  a  tern-* 
porary  prcfidcnt,  a  fccretary,  and  clerks.  WhentlBs 
diair  was  to  be  taken,  the  public  voice  demanded  tbe 
c^ft  citi^nr— he  {nefented  l\imfelf,  and  afked  of  the 
«flembly  tbe  afliftance  of  fome  younger  man  to  adt  as  his 
herald.       Some  debates  and  motions    fucceeded  this 

X'ntmeiit;  the  ^neral  pbjcd  of  which  wa^  that  the 
\  ibould  prooce4  to  verify  their  powers  in  cQinmon, 
9nd  not  in  fqyirate  ciuunbec^. 

The  debates  of  tbe  clciw  and  nobilitv  were  not  Ids 
tuouiltuQus.  In  the  firft  Qrwr„  the  men:ibers  deliberated 
under  the  tempowy  piefideacy  of  the  cardinal  de  h 
Rocbcfoucaulty  whethsr  t^e  powers  (hoyld  be  verified 
and  kgitimatol  \jx  the  chamber  appropriated  to  th^ 
order  ?-r^Onc  hundred,  aad  thirly-tlwe  me«ibers  were 
^r  the  aiWiative  ^  one  hundred  and  fojirteen  were  o^ 
opiqkm  that  thk  ceceixiony  could  only  take  place  in  the 
geoeml  a;Qeuibly,  and  be&re  coiumiflipners  clipien  from 
all  the  thtoc  orders. 

In  the  fepond,  M.  de  Mootboifier,  as  the  old^Il  noble: 
iqau  preleot*  was  called  to  the  chaif.  Two  motions  wcr^ 
qiade»  one  for  the  verification  of  the  powers,  by  commi(^ 
fiooen  exclu(ivel]r  chofen  from  the  order  of  xtdti^ityj 
and  the  other,  from  the  fame  verification^  before  commit 
doners  i^]e<5ted  from  the  three  orders.  The  principal 
aigameat  in  &vour  of  tlie  firfl  of  thcfe  opinioi^  wa^ 
tltwt  the  orders  themfclv^werc  the  only  judges  compe-' 
tent  to  decide  the  legality  of  pretentions  to  nobility:  and 
in  anfwer  it  was  urged,  that  the  dedbions  had  been  (anc- 
tiooed  by  the  three  ordeis  of  eadi  bailiwick;  and  the.qaths 
4dnoiniftei;ed  ia  their  prefence^  It  was,  however^  deter-* 
pained  in  favour  of  the  verification  in  their  own  chamber^ 
bf  one  hundred  and  eigbty-eig^t  voii^es  againft  forty- 
fcvca 

The  convnons,  fatisfied  that  a  flate  of  inai^^qn  would 
\f^  ^  i]iiort  time  effeft  their  wifhes,  determined  to  perfe- 

vere. 
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virc  They  cairiedtheir  refpedk  tg  tb^priiiciple  (b  £»  a$ 
not  toopcntheaddpeflbwbkhweFediredbdtothed^^ 
ties  of  the  tiers  etut,  and  which  ^  upon  their  taUe^  Tha 
derg7  alfo  (ufpended  the  vehficalion  of  tlieir  powers ;  but 
the  nobifit^,  who  conceived  that  eveiy  thing  was  to  g^ve 
way  to  their  rank  and  phvilege^  declared  themtelrai  9 
1^^  aflembly,  and  on  the  igtb  of  May  fent  4  deput9^ 
tion  to  the  commons  to  acquaint  tliem  witti  tbefe  pi9^ 


In  the  mean  time»  tlie  d^gy,  who  wc^e  divided  in 
dieir  opinions,  and  among  whom  the  cures*  (or  pamdual 
deigy^  were  in  general  attached  to  the  caufe  ok  the  people, 
piopofed  to  the  other  orders  the  nomioalion  of  cooumfE* 
oners  to  coociiiatejbhe  prelent  difputes.  To  this  propel 
the  nobility  afiented ;  and  in  the  aflembly  of  the  com-^ 
mons,  it  was  moved  by  NL  Rabaut  de  $t  JStienne,  4 
pioteftaitf  ckigyman,  *<  that  commiflKoneis  (hould  be 
named  to  treat  with  the  deigy  and  npbility  concemiog 
the  union  of  the  oideis  in  one  common  aftrmbly/'^^tfT 
Ckappdier,  an  advocate  of  Reiyies  in  Brittany,  foUowcd 
it  bv  a  motion  declaring  *<  that  no  modp  of  conciliation 
could  be  admitted,  which  had  not  tor  its  h^  thedehbe* 
laticxi  cfziA  the  orders  in  common;  and  cen&jiing  ia 
ftioc^  terms  the  conduct  of  the  nobility.  The  Count 
de  Mirabeau  obfenred,  **  that  the  nobility  commaoded^ 
while  the  deigy  negociated**'  He  was  therefore  ot  opi* 
nion,  that  the  commiffioners  fliould  not  tieat  with  thp 
Bobks,  but  with  the  clergy  oidy ;  but  at  lengjih  the 
fimple  propofition  of  M •  Rabaut  was  adc^ted,  with  a 
nifling  amendment. 

It  is  aimoft  unneceflary  to  add,  that  the  negocJatioti 
proved  friutleis.    Tiie  nobility;  havii^  heanLthe  report 

*  Mr.  Buike  ind  othcv  EngliQicnca  have  ftrap ^ely  tranflated 
rids  word  literally  cmraie^  whereas  it  ilri£(ly  anfwers  to  the  UfA 
mamng  of  our  word  ffrfia^  and  means  an  ecdeii^Qical  yw^ 
{ofleiled  of  a  benefice  with  cure  (or  care}  of  ibuls. 
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of  the  commiflioners,  voted,  « that  the  prefent  affembly 
of  the  ftates-general,  the  powers  (hould  for  this  time  be 
verified  feparately  ;  and  that  the  examination  of  the  ad- 
vantages or  inconveniences  refiilting  from  this  method 
.  (hould  be  referred  to  a  future  periocl,  when  \ht  orders 
(hould  take  into  conlideration  the  future  organization  of 
the  ftates-general." — Thus  every  hope  l^jing  defeated  of  a 
union  with  the  nobles,  the  commons  determined,  on  the 
27  th  of  M^y,  to  fend  a  folemn  deputation  to  the  clergy, 
to  invite  them,  "in  the  name  of  the  God  of  peace,  ahd 
of  the  true  intereft  of  the  nation,  to  unite  themfelves 
witli  therii  in  one  general  aflfembly,  to  conlult  together 
6n  the  means  of  reftoring  unity  aiKl  concord/* 

While  this  matter  was  in  agitation,  a  letter  v^'as  received 
from  the  king,  dcfiring  "  that  the  conciliatory  commiffi^ 
oners  would  meet  in  the  prefence  of  the  keeper  of  the. 
feals,  tod  fome  other  commiffioners  to  be  appointed  by 
the  monarch,  in  order  to  renew  their  conferences,  &C.**— 
In  the  mean  time  the  chamber  of  the  nobles  (this  fove- 
reign  legiHative  chamber,  as  it  was  called  by  one  of  its 
members)  pafled  a  decree,  aflerting,  **  that  they  regar- 
ded as  a  part  of  the  conftitution,  the  divifion  of  o^ers, 
and  their  refpeftive  veto,  and  that  in  fhefe  principles  they 
were  determined  to  perfevere."  The  fecond  conferences 
therefore  were  equally  uhfuccefsful  with  the  firft. 
•  In  the  courfe  of  thefc  conferences,  however,  the  mtnif*- 
ters  propoled  on  the  part  of  the  king,  a  plan  of  concilia- 
tion, or  rather  of  arbitration;  the  principal  articles  of  whick 
were, 

ifl.  That  the  three  orders  (hould  verify  their  powers 
feparately,  and  (hould  reciprocally  communicate  die  fame 
to  each  other. 

2d.  That  in  cafe  any  contents  (hould  aii(e,  commi(fi' 
Mers  (hould  be  appointed  from  the  three  orders  to  take 
Ihefame  into  con(ideratioo,  and  report  their  opinions  to 
4heir  dtffoenc  orders. 
^  K  3d,  That 
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3d.  That  (hcKiki  the  three  orders  not  agree  upon  any 
topic  in  difpute,  the  final  determination  (hoiild  be  referred 
to  the  king. 

The  two  fu^or  orders  applauded  this  plan  of  conci^ 
liation ;  but  while  the  nobles  pretended  to  acc^t  it,  they 
'qualified  their  acquiefcence  with  a  dedded  relolution  to 
adhere  to  their  former  decree,  and  to  the  plan  of  voting 
only  by  orders.  At  the  fame  time  they  proceeded  to  the 
verification  of  the  powers,  to  determine  the  controverted 
returns,  &c, 

•  While  thefe  afiairs  were  tranfafting  among  the  nohte$y 
the  cleT]^  fent  a  deputation  to  the  tiers  etat,  l^enting  the 
high  pnce  of  bread,  and  propofing  a  committee  of  the 
three  orders  to  concert  of  the  means  of  alleviating  this 
iBvil. — This  proceeding  of  the  clergy  was  reptefented  by 
feme  membos as  deepfy  infiduous,  as.a  means  of  ingratia-^ 
ting  themfelves  with  the  people,  and  of  renderii^  the 
deputies  of  the  commons  unpopular  fhould  they  remfe  to 
co-operate.  It  was  therefore  immediately  refblved  to 
return  for  anfwer  the  following  addreis  :«-- 

*«  Penetrated  with  the  fame  zeal  as  yourlelves,  and 
viewing  with  tears  of  compaffion  the  public  diftrefs,  wc 
beieech  ^  conjure  you  to  unite  with  us  immediately  ia 
the  cemmon  hall,  to  confult  on  the  means  of  remedying 
thefe  calamities." 

.  It  was  now  near  five  weeks  fince  the  fbtes-general 
had  aflembled,  and  the  three  orders  found  themfelves  in 
the  fame  inafkive  ftate  as  at  firft.  The  commons  there^ 
fore  conceived  it  was  fiill  time  to  emerge  from  this  crimi- 
fiai  inaftivity,  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  thofe  of 
the  nobility  and  clergy  who  profefled  a  fincere  love  fbip 
their  country,  to  become  aftive  in  its  fevour.  They 
divided  thernfelves  into  twenty  committees,  to  facilitate 
the  public  bufinefs;  and  on  the  lOth  of  June^  the  abbe 
Sieyes  propofed  that  they  fhould  take  a  lafl  effort  for  aQ 
union  of  the  orders;  and  fhould  this  bil»  that  tbey  fhould 
£  theh 
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then  focm  themfelves  into  an  oBive  a/femblff  for  the 
dilpatch  of  bulinefs. 

In  confequence  of  this  propofal,  notice  wasfent  on  the 
12th,  that  they  woiild  immediately  order  a  general  call 
of  the  deputies  of  all  the  bailiwicks,  including  thofc  of 
the  privileged  claffes ;  and  in  default  of  their  appearance^ 
that  thq  would  proceed  to  the  verification  of  the  powers, 
and  to  every  other  public  bbjedt,  as  well  in  the  abfencc 
as  in  the  prefence  of  the  nobility  and  clergy.  * 

On  the  1 3th,  they  proceeded  to  the  call  of  the  deputies, 
and  to  the  verification  oi  the  returns.  Not  one  of  the 
nobility  appeared ;  but  on  the  call  of  the  bailiwick  of 
Poitou,  three  cures,  Meflrs.  Cefve,  Ballard,  and  Jalot, 
prefented  themlelves  with  the  writs  of  their  return,  whidi 
thej^  laid  refpeftfvilly  upon  the  table.  Thefe  venerable 
paitors  were  received  with  the  wannefl  tranfports  of  joy 
and  acclamation.  They  had  declared  their  intentions  the 
precedinjg  evening  in  the  chamber  of  the  dcigr;  and  they 
were  followed  the  next  day  by  five  more  of  their  brethren, 
among  whom  were  Mefli-s.  Dillon,  Gregoire,  and 
Bodineau. 

In  the  mean  time  the  unpopularity  of  the  nobility 
increafed  almofl  to  deteftation,  and  to  their  obilinacy 
the  inaftivity  of  the  flates  was  wholly  attributed.  At 
kngth  the  deputies  of  the  people  felt  themfelves  fupported 
by  the  public  opinion,  and  on  the  17th  of  June  prodeed- 
ed  to  the  daring  ftep  of  alTuming  to  themfelves  5ie  Iq^ 
lative  government.  On  that  memorable  day,  in  the 
midft  of  an  immenle  concouffe  of  (peftators,  the  deputies 
o£  the  people,  with  fuch  of  the  cleigy  as  had  already 
joined  them,  announced  themfelves  to  the  public  by  the 
fince  celebrated  denomination  of  national  aJTembly^  The 
hall  re-echoed  with  exclamations  of  joy — "Long  live  the 
kii^  and  the^national  affembly !"  But  when  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  (lie  people  rofe  in  folemn  filence  to  take  the 
oatli  to  fulfiJ  with  fidelity  their  duty,  every  eye  waj 

melted 
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melted  mto  tcBxs,  and  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty  ttx>k 
poBkE&cxi  of  evcsy  heart.  This  folemn  ceremony  was 
fiacceeded  by  the  nomination  of  M.  Bailly  to  the  office 
of  piefident  for  four  days  only,  and  that  of  Meffis.  Camw 
and  Pifon  de  Galand  as  fecretaiies  for  the  ikme  ^paoe  of 
time. 

The  firfl  idblutions  of  the  afiemUy,  while  they  Were 
dedaratory  of  the  conilitutional  power  veO]ed  in  tlie  lepre-^ 
fentatives  of  the  people^  had  alfo  a  regard  to  the  uigent 
pcccffities  of  the  ffate.  They  pronotinccd  "  all  levies^ 
impofts  or  taxes  uncoi^ituticMial,  which  were  not  enafted 
by  the  fcMmalcoi^ent  of  the  repreientatives  of  the  nation; 
that  coniequently  the  enfting  taxes  were  illegal  and  nidl$ 
that  notwithfbmding  ttiis,  th^,  in  the  name  of  the  natioii^ 
gave  a  temporaiy  fandtion  to  the  prefent  taxes  and  levies^ 
vdiich  were.to  continue  to  be  levied  in  the  manner  they 
had  hitherto  been,  only  until  the  feparation  of  the  aflenu 
hfyy  from  whatever  cau(e  that  nught  happen/'  The 
^Sanbly  proceeded  to  declare,  <<  that  as  ibon  lu,  in  con- 
cert with  his  majefty,  it  (hould  be  able  to  fix  and  deta:- 
mbe  the  principles  of  national  regeneration,  it  would  take 
into  formal  confideration  the  national  debt,  placing  6fom 
the  prefent  moment  the  aectitors  qS  the  ftate  under  the 
iafeguard  of  the  honour  and  faith  of  the  French  nation.'* 
Thde  decrees  condude  with  a  refolution  to  inquire  into 
the  cauib  of  the  (carcity  which  at  that  period  afflified  the 
kingdom,  and  into  tlie  means  of  remedying  and  avening 
that  calamity. 

The  firm  and  temperate  couduft  of  the  national  aflem-^ 
bly  awed  at  firfl:,  but  did  not  entirely  difconcert  the  arif- 
fooatic  party,  which  affiduoufly  empbyed  evay  artifice 
to  elude  tlie  blow  with  which  they  were  threatened.  The 
chamber  of  the  deigy  had  been  engaged  for  fome  days  in 
diihiffing  the  nutnner  in  which  they  (hould  verify  their 
powers ;  and  a  number  of  cures  had,  durit^  the  difcuffion^ 
pcefented  then:  writs  or  titles  to  the  aflembly,  and  returned 
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to  their  own  chamber  to  defend  the  popular  caufe.  At 
^  length,  on  the  19th  of  June,  a  majority  of  that  body 
voted  for  the  verifiqition  of  their  powers  in  common  with 
the  national  aflembly;  which  fo  much  alarmed  the  court 
party,  that  it  is  confidently  reported  that  M.  d'^lfpremenil 
propofed,  in  the  chamber  of  the  nobles,  an  addrefs  to  the 
kii^,  befeeching  him  todiflolve  the  ftates-gtneial. 

The  court  was  then  at  Marly,  and  M.  Neckar,  engaged 
with  a  dying  filler,  left  the  king  expofed  to  every  ftratagem 
that  was  ipread  for  hipi  by  the  unprincipled  courtiers. 
Repeated  counfels  were  held,  the  relult  of  which  coukl 
not  be  very  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  people :  at  latt 
the  king  was  imprefled  with  the  neceffity  of  commandii^ 
the  advance  of  an  immenfe  military  force  to  the  capital ; 
and  both  the  objedt  and  the  confequences  feemed  to 
countenance  the  opinion  that  the  defigns  of  the  party  did 
not  end  there. 

However  this  may  be,  the  friends  of  liberty  and  hunu- 
nity  cannot  fufficiently  regret  that  the  king,  from  the  firfl, 
did  not  enter  upon  a  more  uniform  tenor  of  condud. 
The  wavering  politics  of  the  court  ferved  to  caft  a  fufpi- 
cion  upon  all  its  deGgns.  Either  the  king  (hould  at  firft 
^  have  refifled  the  convoking  of  the  ftates-general  (which 
however,  in  the  adual  circumflances  of  France,  would, 
poffiWy,  not  have  prevented  a  rebellion),  or,  from  the 
moment  of  their  meeting,  he  (hould  have  adopted  every 
popular  meafure,  and  depended  upon  nothii^  but  public 
opinion  for  the  fupport  of  his  authority.  Among  thofc 
who  appeared  moft  forward  in  favour  of  liberty,  it  is  im- 
poflible  that  many  profligate  and  dangerous  characters 
fliould  not  have  infinuated  themlelves,  but  it  was  the^ 
condu^  of  the  court  only  which  enabled  them  to  put  in 
execution  their  wicked  dedgns. 
.  On  Saturday  the  soth  of  June,  the  day  on  which  tlie 
clergy  were  to  unite  themfelves  to  the  national  aflembly, 
tlie  heialds  proclaimed  a  royal  feflion ;  and  a  detachment 
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oi  the  guards  furrounded  the  hall  of  the  ftates,  in  (uder» 
as  it  was  alledged,  that  it  miglit  be  properly  {prepared  foe 
the  kii^.  The  prefident  and  members  were  repulfed 
from  the  door,  and  acquainted  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, that  his  orders  were  ^*  to  admit  no  perfbn  into  the  hall 
of  the  ftates-general." — "  And  I  protcft  againft  thcfe 
orders,"  replied  the  prefident,  "  and  the  aflembly  ihall 
take  cognizance  of  them." 

Suppoited  as  they  perceived  themfelves  to  be  by  the 
voice  of  tlie  people,  the  aflfembly  were  not  to  be  diicou- 
raged  by  this  puerile  expedient.  On  the  motion  dt  M. 
Bailly,  they  immediately  adjourned  to  a  tennis-court, 
fituated  in  the  ftneet  of  old  VerfailleSj  where,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  applauding  thoufands,  they  took  a  folemn  oath,  • 
"  never  to  feparate  till  the  conflitution  (hould  be  com- 
pleted," 

On  the  2  2d  another  proclamation  was  ifTued,  intima- 
ting, thattheroyalfeffion  was  deferred  till  the  fiicceedii^ 
day ;  and  the  hall  of  the  ftates-general  ftill  remains 
doted,  on  account  of  the  preparations.  The  aflembly 
wandered  from  place  to  place,  before  they  could  find  a  roof 
capacious  enough  to  (helter  fo  oonfiderahle  a  body.  They 
at  lehgth  ailembled  in  the  church  of  St.  Louis;  and  the 
majority  of  the  deigy,  amounting  to  149,  aflembled  in 
the  choir.  After  a  deputation  to  arrange  the  ceremonials, 
the  doors  of  the  choir  were  thrown  open  ;  the  cleigy 
advanced  with  their  prefident  the  archbiftiop  ot  Vienne 
at  their  head,  and  the  deputies  cordially  embraced  each 
other.  The  fan<5tity  of  the  place  contributed  to  render 
|he  meeting  more  folemn  and  afTe&ing  and  the  plaudits 
of  the  fpeSators  teflified  at  once  their  triumph  and  their 
joy.  Two  nobles  of  Dauphine,  the  marquis  de  Blacon, 
and  count  d' Agoult,  attended  at  the  fiune  time  to  prefent 
their  powers ;  the  reft  of  the  iriinority  of  the  firfl  order, 
waited  the  refult  of  the  royal  feflion. 

E  3  Ttic 
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Tke  events  which  had  taken  place  at  Verftulles,  and 
the  change  which  they  announced  in  the  difpofitions  of 
the  government,  with  refpeft  to  the  national  aflembly. 
excited  at  Paris  the  utmoft  confternation.  Nor  could  a 
letter  from  M.  Neckar  to  the  magiftrates,  affuring  them 
that  no  fiich  meafure  was  intendol  tis  the  diiTolution  of 
the  flates-general,  entirely  allay  the  femient.  The  royal 
feffion  took  place  on  the  23d.  It  was  attended  at  once 
with  all  that  is  awful,  and  all  that  is  magnificent  in  arbi- 
trary'authority.  The  hall  was  furrounded  with  foldiers. 
The  two  privileged  orders  were  {eated;  while  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  wdre  left  without,  expofed  for 
more  than  an  hour  to  the  rain.  •  M.  de  Mirabeau  urged 
the  prefidcnt  to  conduft  the  nation  immediately  to  the 
prefehce  of  the  king,  or  to  demand  at  lead  that  the  gates 
fliould  be  opened.  They  were  opened  at  length  to  the 
deputies,  but  not  to  the  people.  The  throne  was  railed 
vipon  a  kind  of  ftage  or  platform  at  the  bottom  of  the  hall; 
on  the  right  the  clergy  were  feated,  and  on  the  left  the 
noMity.  The  four  heralds,  with  their  king  at  arms, 
werefiationed  in  the  middle;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
platform  was  a  table,  round  which  the  [minifters  were 
feated ;  one  chair  however  was  vacant,  which  (hould  have 
been  occupied  by  M.  Neckar  ;  nor  did  any  part  of  this 
ill-conduifted  bufinefs  excite  more  general  dilguft  than 
the  abfence  of  that  favourite  minifter. 

The  fpeech  and  declarations  of  the  king  were  a  (ii^- 
lar  m'urture  of  patriotilm  and  delpotic  authority.  He 
fpoke  of  the  Javours  which  he  con/erred  upon  his  peo-. 
pie ;  and  caufed  to  be  read  a  declmtion  of  h'ls  fovereign 
will,  as  if  the  legrflature  were  only  called  to  content  to  (uch 
laws  as  (hould  be  propofed  by  the  executive  power,  with- 
out being  competent  to  propofe  any  themfelves.  He 
f uggefted  a  plan  of  government,  in  which  the  diftinftion 
of  orders  was .  to  be  prefened,  allowing  them  however 
occafionaliy  to  debate  in  common,  witli  the  king's  appro- 
bation. 
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bation.  Not  a  word  was  advanced  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
refponfibility  of  miniilers,  nor  in  die  participation  of  the 
ftates-generalin  the  l^iflativc  power.  The  tedious  tyranny 
dk  lettres  dc  cachet  was  fonnaQy  announced  to  be  conti- 
nucdy  with  only  a  few  modifications.  A  guarded  filence 
was  6bferved  concerning  the  liberty  of  the  prefe,  and  the 
pernicious  tax  of  lotteries.  In  fine,  the  king  declared  null 
the  deliberations  and  refolves  of  the  i^th,  and  ordered  the 
deputies  immediately  to  feparate,  arid  to  appear  before 
him  on  the  following  day. 

When  the  king  retired,  he  was  followed  by  all  the  nobi- 
lity, andbypart  of  the  clergy.  The  deputies  of  the  com- 
mons remained  m5tionle(s  on  the  benches,  and  preferved 
a  gloomy  filence.  The  marqub  de  Breze,  grand-ma|ler 
of  the  Ceremonies,  entered  the  hall,  and  adc^reflSng  him- 
fdflo  the  prefident,  "You  know  fir,"  laid  he,  "the 
intentions  of  the  king.*' — The  prefident  anfwered  refpeft- 
fiiDy,  that  the  aCTembly  was  not  conftituted  to  receive 
orders  from  any  perfon ;  but  the  fervid  Mirabeau,  riling 
fix)m  bis  feat,  and  adilreffing  himfelf  to  M.  de  Breze, 
replied,  "  The  commons  of  France  have  determined  to 
dd>ate.  We  have  heard"  the  intentions  which  have  been 
fuggefled  by  the  king;  and  you,  who  cannot  be  his  agen^ 
at  the  ftates-general,  you,  who  have  here  neither  (cat,  nor 
voice,  nor  a  li^t  to  (peak,  are  not  the  perfon  to  remind 
us  of  his  fpeech.  fco  tell  your  matter,  that  we  are  here 
by  the  power  of  the  people,  and  that  nothmg  fhall  expel 
us  but  the  bayonet."  The  enthufiafm  of  the  aflcmbly 
feconded  that  of  the  orator,  and  with  one  unanimous 
voice  they  declared  that  luch  was  their  determination. 

The  grand-mafter  retired,  and  a  profound  filence  per- 
vaded the  hall.  It  was  at  length  broken  by  M.  Camus, 
who  declaimed  againft  the  royjd  fefSon,  which  he  ftigma- 
tized  by  the  contemptuous  appellation  of  a  bed  of  jujlict. 
and  propofed  a  relolution  declaratory  of  the  alkmbly's 
adherence  to  their  former  decrees,  which  he  aficrtcd.  no 
^  4  worep 
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power  could  annul.  He  was  wannly  fupported  by  Mefil 
Bamave,  Glaizen,  Pethion,  the  abbe  Grcgoirc,  and 
many  others.  The  Abbe  Sieyes  only  obferved, "  Gentle- 
men, you  are  the  lame  to-day,  that  you  were  before.*'^ 
The  motion  of  M.  Camus  was  unanimoufly  deaeed; 
and  Was  followed  by  another,  which  pronounced  «'  the 
jxrfons  of  the  deputies  inviolable,**  , 

M.  Neqker  had  feveral  times'  folicited  his  di(miffion, 
but  was  conftantly  refufed  by  the  king.  When  his 
Majefty  returned  from  the  royal  feffion,  he  was  followed 
by  a  crowd  of  more  than  fix  thou&nd  citizens,  and  the 
public  difcontent  was  manifefted  by  murmurs  and  excla-^ 
mations.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  aiTembly 
waited  on  M.  Neckar,  and  conjured  hini  to  renuun  faith- 
ful to  the  nation  and  king,  and  to  remain  in  the  miniftiy. 
The  confleraation  however  became  general,  when,  at  fix 
in  the  evening,  the  queen  fent  for  the  direftor-gcneral  of 
the  finances,  and  through  her  apartments  introduced  him 
to  the  roy^il  clol^t.  At  about  half  pail  fix  tlie  minifler 
came  out  of  the  palace  on  foot  by  a  private  door ;  but  as 
loon  as  he  appeared,  there  was  a  genoal  (hout  of  Vive  M. 
ffcchr  I  Some  of  the  populace  profbated  themfelves  on 
their  knees,  entreatbg  him  to  remain  with  them  as  their 
father  and  their  guide.  He  iatisfied  their  jimportunities, 
by  afluring  them,  that  he  would  not  abandon  them ;  that 
he  had  pledged  himfdf  to  the  kii^,  and  was  reiblved  to 
live  or  die  with  them. 

The  affembiy  nnet  the  next  day,  and  were  joined  by 
the  majority  of  the  clergy;  and  on  the  tsth,  forty-nine 
members  of  the  i;iobility,  with  the  duke  d*  Orleans  at  their 
head,  made  their  appearance  in  the  aflembly.  The  rec- 
tor of  the  univcrfity  of  Paris,  and  the  prior  of  Marmon-. 
tiers,  came  the  fame  day' to  augment  the  number  of  the 
patriotic  clergy.  In  the  mean  time,  the  diflidents  among 
the  privileged  orders  continued  in  a  violent  ftate  of  agita- 
tion ;  an4  M.  de  £fpiemenil  even  accufed  the  deputies 

of 
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6E  tbe  tkrs  etat  of  high  treafon.  The  ardibiihop  of 
Paris,  prefled  by  his  connexions  into  the  fervice  of  a 
party  which  in  his  heart  he  condemned,  pafied  at  this 
period  for  one  of  the  chiefe  of  the  ariftociatic  cabal :  and 
his  houfe  had  been  attacked  by  a  furious  mob,  who,  how- 
ever, were  difperfed  without  milchief  \)y  a  detachment  of 
die  guards.  On  tbe  26th  he  was  introduced  to  the 
aflembly  b)r  the  archbiftiop  oi  Bourdeaux.  Some  others' 
of  the  luperior  ckrgy,  and  the  Count  de  Crecy,  took  their 
(cats  00  tbe  fame  day ;  and  even  in  the  chamber  of  the 
nobles,  the  union  was  again  deliberated  upon,  and  with 
]e(s  animofity  than  beft>re. 

In  the  mtdft  of  contending  £i6tions,  wliich  occafion-* 
aDy  fported  with  his  credulity  or  his  fears,  the  king  (till 
appeared  to  preicrve  a  genuine  love  for  his  people,  and  an 
unviolated  regard  to  the  claims  of  humanity.  He  fek 
himielf  unlui[^  kt  the  divifion;  which  exifkd,  and  deter- 
mined to  end  them  if  poffible  at  any  expenoe.  In  a  pri- 
vate converiation  with  the  duke  de  Luxembouig,  prefi- 
dent  of  the  chamber  of  nobles,  he  is  fiiid.to  have  uig^  his 
wilhes  for  an  umon  of  the  orders.  He  was  anfwered  by 
that  nobleman.  That  the  order  to  which  he  belonged 
were  not  contending  fot  themfelves  but  for  the  crown. — 
He  reprefented  that  die  nobility  was  the  olily  body  on; 
which  his  Msyefty  could  depend  to  defeat  the  exorbitant 
daims  of  the  people— that  while  the  ftates-general  am- 
tinued  divided,  the  royal  authority  was  iiafe ;  but  when- 
ever the  day  fhould  arrive  that  tbe  flates  fhouid  vote  by 
munbers  only,  from  that  moment  the  monarch  was  at 
their  merq'.  "  I  conjure  your  Majefly,'*  continued 
the  duke,  <<  to  condefcend  to  refledt  on  what  I  have  the 
honour  to  fhte." — "  M.  de  Luxembourg,"  replied  the 
king  with  firmnefi,  <<  I  have  refleded,  I  am  determined 
upon  any  facrifice ;  nor  will  I  that  a  lingle  man  lofe  his 
life  in  my  caufe."  In  confequence  of  this  determination 
tl^e  king  <*n  the  27th  fept  a  pre0ing  letter  to  the  prefident 
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rfthc  nobility,  and  to  the  minority  of  thedergy,  entreat- 
ing the  union  of  the  orders.  The  deigy  obeyed  without 
faefitation ;  but  it  was  not  till  after  a  very  warm  debate 
that  the  nottlity  fabrtiitted  to  the  mandate  of  their  fove- 
reign.  At  the  firft  news  of  this  event,  VeriaiUes  was 
traniported  with  joy ;  the  people  ran  in  crowds  to  the 
palace,  and  demanded  the  king  and  queen.  Their 
Majefties  appeared  at  a  balcony,  and  the  atmoQ^ere 
re-echoed  with  the  (houts  of  Vive  h  roif  Vive  la 
reine  /  A  general  illumination  conduded  the  triumph 
<X  the  day. 

The  union  of  the  orders,  however,  inftead  of  terminate 
mg  their  machinations,  ferved  but  to  incrcafe  the  (ecret 
oppofition  of  thofe  who  were  likdy  to  be  the  only  fuf- 
fcrere  by  a  reform  of  abufes  in  France;  the  courtiers 
iiid  fovourites  who  fattened  on  its  ruin.  The  diflblu- 
tion  of  the  aifembly  was  now  the  only  means  which  - 
could  teftore  to  power  thefe  harpies  of  the  flate ,  and  there 
is  no  caufe  to  doubt  that  this  was  at  leafl  their  firfl 
objeft.  Whether  the  king  was  acquainted  or  not  with 
the  projeft  is  uncertain,  but  probably  he  was  not. 
His  fears  and  hfs  paflions  were  doubtlefs  excited  by  the 
artful  drde  that  furrounded  him  j  every  intemperate 
exprefiion  that  efcaped  in  the  aflembly  was  affiduoufly 
conveyed  to  his  ears,  and  its  objedt  even  magnified.  The 
turbidence  of  the  metropolis  was  made  an  cxcufe  hr 
befieging  it  with  mercenary  armies.  Thirty-five  thoufand 
men  had  been  gradually  colleded  firom  the  extremities  of 
the  kingdom,  and  ffcationed  in  the  neighbourhood  pf  Paris 
and  Verfailles.  Camps  were  traced  out  for  a  ftill  greater 
force;  the  lines  of  fortification  were  already  drawn  upon 
every  eminence ;  and  almoit  every  pofl  Was  occupied 
which  commanded  the  dty,  or  the  roads  which  commu- 
nicated with  it.  *  Thcfe  arrangements  were  made  under 
the  infpedion  and  authority  of  marfhal  Broglio,  an 
approved  commander,  a  man  habituated  from  his  youth 

to 
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to  the  (uboidnation  of  a  military  Hie,  and  generally  ft^ 
pofed  to  be  completely  devotjcd  to  the  party  of  the 
court. 

It  muft  be  remarked,  however,  that  if  the  enemies  of 

the  popiihr  caufe  were  thus  active,  its  friends  (whatever 

might  be  their  motive,  whether  felfilh  or  patriotic)  were 

not  difficient  In  vigilance  and  fiarefight.     A  juft  appr&- 

heniion  of  what  might  happen,  had  certainly  irfduced 

them  to  inlert  in  the  cakiers  or  inftruftions  of  the  tiers 

etat,  a  daufe  infilling  that  the  pay  of  the  ibldiers 

(houldbeincreaied;  and  on  the  fame  ground  there  is 

reafon  to  credit  the  reports  of  the  ariftocratic  writer,  that 

the  democrats  had  taken  every  means  to  ingratiate  them- 

ielves  with  the  fddiery,  and  to  perfoade  them  that  in  that 

capacity  they  did  not  ceafe  to  be  citizens;  but  that, on* 

the  contrary,  it  was  degradir^  and  difhonourable  to  them 

to  be  coniidered  as  mere  automatons,  as  paflive  inftru- 

ments  in  tlie  hands  of  power.     Among    the    adive 

apojllts  of  Ubtrtyy  as  they  are  termed,  who  preached  with 

luch  fua:e&  to  the  military,  the  marquis  de  Valadi,  for* 

meriy  an  officer  in  the  French  guards,  is  particularly 

noted.     It  was  indeed  abfurd  to  fuppoie,  that  amidil  the 

general  fpread  of  information,  the  foldiery  would  either 

want  means  of  acquiring  it,  or  be  callous  to  its  influ* 

ence.    So  early,  therefore,  as  the  23d  ^of  June,  twa 

companies  of.  the  ^enadier  guards  had  refmed  to  fire 

upon  the  pq)\2lace  m  fome  trifling  riot.     For  this  and 

other  fyn^oms  of  difobedience  the  troops  were  confined 

to  their  barracks;  but  on  the  £5th  and  26th  they  Were 

fcen  by  hundreds  entering  into  the  Palais  Roval,  the 

theatre  of  popular  politics,  and  joining  with  the  crowd  in 

flioutu^  Vive  le  tiers  etat !     In  the  fame  manner  all 

the  military  that  entered  Paris  were  condufted  to  the 

Palais  Royal ;  they  were  loaded  with  favours  and  carefles 

by  the  pq;)ulace,  and  heard  with  attentive  ear  the  decla-, 

madons  agiuuft  the  bafenels  of  imbruing  their  hands  in 

the 
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the  blood  of  their  feUow  dtizens,  and  againft  the  flaveiy 
of  their  prefent  condition.  The  foldiers,  melted  into 
tendeme^,  exclaimed  with  ardour,  Vive  la  Nation  f  and 
returned  to  their  camp  to  extend  thp  conqueib  ot  demo* 
aacy.  An  incident  happened  on  the  30th  of  June, 
which,  while  it  evinced  the  difpofitions  of  the  nation  and 
the  fokiiery,  was  probably  not  without  its  effeAs  in 
attaching  ftill  more  flrongly  the  army  to  the  people. 
About  leven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  letter  was  brox]gbt 
to  a  coffee  houfe  adjacent  to  the  Palais  Royal,  intimat- 
ing that  eleven  of  the  French  guards  were  at  that  moment 
confined  in  the  prifons  of  the  abbey  St.  Germain,  for 
having  refufed  to  fire  on  their  fellow  citicens ;  and  that 
the  fame  night  they  were  to  be  transferred  to  the  dun- 
geons of  the  Bicetre,  a  plaq^  deftined  ifor  the  vilefl  mif^ 
creants.  Their  qmfe  was  prefently  confidered  as  the 
caufe  of  the  public ;  a  mob  was  almofl  inflantly  col- 
leded,  the  prifon  was  forced,  and  the  dragoon?  and  huC 
fars  which  were  called  out  to  qudl  the  riot  grounded  their 
arms.  A  foldier  who  had  been  committed  for  fbme 
other  crime,  was  reconducted  to  prifon  by  the  populace^ 
who  declared  that  they  would  only  take  vuider  their  pro* 
teftion  thofe  who  were  the  viftims  of  de^tifm. 

The  eleven  prifbners,  who  had  been  thus  taken  firom 
the  abbey,  were  conduced  by  the  people  to  the  hotel  lie 
Geneve,  where  they  were  kept,  as  they  exprefled  it,  under 
the  guard  of  the  nation,  while  a  deputation  of  twenty 
citizens  of  Paris  was  difpatched  to  the  national  aflerably 
to  folicit  their  pardon.  After  fome  deliberation,  in  which 
it  was  doubted  whether  the  affembly  ought  to  receive  si 
deputation  from  perfons  not  appearing  in  a  public  charac- 
ter, a  decree  was  pafTed,  recommending  in  fuong  terms  to 
the  citizens,  a  ftrift  attention  to  peace  and  order,  and 
promifing  to  apply  to  the  king,  to  whole  {>rovince  the 
matter  in  queftion  entirely  belonged,  in  favour  of  the  fol- 
diers.      A  deputation  from  the  aiiembly  accordbgly 

waited 
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waited  on  his  Majefty,  who  declared  himfelf  much  fatis- 
6ed  with  the  deaee  of  the  aiiembly»  and  granted  a  free 
paidon  to  the  prifonere. 

In  the  mean  time,  Paris  was  not  only  threatened  with 
the  {word,  but  was  aftualiy  vifited  with  one  of  the  fevereft 
calamities  that  can  afFedt  a  country.  A  mofl  alarming 
fcarcity  pervaded  the  whole  kingdom ;  but  it  may  wdl 
be  conceived  that  its  effefts  were  moft  feverely  felt  in  the 
capital,  which  has  no  retources  of  its  own,  and  in  which, 
the  accumxilation  of  human  beings  muft  neceflarily 
increafc  the  mifcry.  The  gates  of  the  alTembly  were 
{um)unded  by  famifhing  multitudes,  bcfecching  their 
compaffion  and  affiftance.  A  committee  of  fubliAence  was 
formed,  and  various  reports  received — ^prohibitions  were 
iflued  agatnft  the  exportation  of  com,  and  a  fubfcfiption 
was  opened  in  Paris  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Under  the  preflure  of  (uch  a  calamity,  it  may  well  be 
luppoied,  that  the  people  were  not  ih  the  moft  tranquil 
ftate.  The  general  exclamation  was  for  txead;  and 
unfortunately  the  unfettled  flate  of  the  metropolis  afford- 
ed a  d^y  excufe  for  the  augmentation  of  the  military  in 
its  nei^l)ourhood,  at  a  time  when  their  prefence  did  but 
increaie  the  general  diftrels.  The  jealoufy  of  the  aflembly 
was  awakenra  &rther,  by  obferving,  that  for  this  iervice 
fore^ners  were  preferred  to  the  native  troops;  and  that 
more  iokliers  were  aflemUed  round  the  liall  of  the  flatcs- 
general  itfelf,  than  would  have  fiifEced  to  repel  a  foreign 
invafion.  On  the  lOth  of  July,  a  fpirited  remonibran(:e 
to  the  king  was  propofed  by  the  count  de  Mirabeau,  and 
enbrced  by  that  commanding  eloquence  of  which  he  was 
mafler. 

'Jhe  addrefsitfelfwasa  modeloffinecompofition.  It 
fhted,  that  in  confequence  of  the  royal  invitation  to  the 
aflemMy  to  ^ve  his  M ajefty  fome  proofs  of  its  confi- 
dence, they  now  came  to  inform  him  of  the  alarms  at 
prefent  exifting,  though  not  among  themfelves-— that  they 

came 
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came  not  to  iblidt  his  prote&ion,  for  they  entertained  00 
fears — that  in  a  recent  inftance,  his  Majefty  had  (een  the 
power  which  he  poflefled  over  the  minds  of  the  people— 
Aat  the  priloners  to  Whom  the  populace  had  given  libert}^ 
had  ci  themielves  refumed  their  fetters,  and  a  (ingle  word 
from  the  mouth  of  their  king  had  reflored  the  public 
tranquility-— that  fuch  a  fway  was  the  only  one  whicb 
could  now  be  exejcifed  in  France — that  the  danger  finom 
the  aflembling  of  the  troops  did  not     threaten    the 
aflembly,  but  the  provinces,  the  capital,  which  mi^t  be 
jealous,  for  its  reprefentatives — that  the  danger  was  tor  the 
troops  themielves,  who  might  be  alienated  from  autbo* 
rity  by  their  communication  with  the  metropolis— for  the 
labours  of  the  aflembly,  which  might  be  interrupted  by 
popular  commotions — and  for  the  king  himfelf.   It  con- 
cluded with  exprefling  their  own  firmnefi,  and  befeeching 
his  majefly  to  remove  the  troops,  fince  a  monarch  adof^ 
by  twenty-five  millions  of  fubjeds  could  not  poffibly 
ftand  in  need  of  foreign  fupport. 

The  king's  anfwer  was  cold  and  unfetisfaftory.  It 
idledged  that  the  tumultuous  conduct  of  the  metropolis 
was  the  reaton  for  having  lurrounded  it  with  troops^^ 
diiclaimed  every  idea  of  interrupting  the  freedom  of  the 
aflembly's  deliberations — but  added,  that  if  the  prefenoe 
of  the  troops  g;ive  umbrage,  he  was  ready,  at  the  requeft 
gI  the  ailembly,  to  transfer  the  dates-gni^  to  Noyon 
or  Soiflbns,  and  to  repjur  himfelf  to  Compiegne  in  oidcr 
to  maintain  the  necefTary  communication  with  the  ai^> 
Wy.  This  anfwer  was  applauded  by  fome  of  the  mem- 
boPs ;  but  its  defign  could  not  efcape  the  penetration  of 
Mirabeau,  who  in  a  fhort  fpeech  detefted  its  fellacy.— 
^  The  anfwer  of  the  king,"  laid  he,  "  is  a  diredt  refufal 
to  our  requifition — we  will  remove  neither  to  Noyon  nor 
to  Soiflbns — ^we  will  not  place  ourfelves  between  two  * 
lioftile  armies,  that  which  is  befte^ng  Paris,  and  that 
ivhich  may  fall  upon  us  from  FlandeKs  and  Aliace — we 

have 
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have  not  ajOced  permifiion  to  run  away  fix)in  the  txoops; 
Dve  have  defired  that  the  tnx)ps  ifaoiild  be  removed  from 
the  capital," 

It  is  unfortunate  forHbe  memory  of  the  late  monarchy 
that  no  authentic  documenls^  have  been  procured  to 
explain  what  were  at  this  period  the.a3ual  deligns  of  the 
court.  The  Democratic  writers  affirm,  that*  a  plan  was 
affcually  concerted  for  a  diflblution  of  the  aflembly,  and 
the  fi:^  refumption  of  delpotic  authority.  They  aflert, 
that  the  night  of  tlie  14th  or  15th  of  July  was  fixed  upon 
for  the  attack  of  the  metropolis,  which  was  already  befie- 
gcd  by  fifty  thouiand  men,  and  one  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon.  They  defcribe  the  arrangement  which  was 
I^anned  for  the  alTault ;  and  fome  of  them  add,  that  not 
only  the  diflblution  of  the  afiembly,  but  a  drradful  and 
fai^inary  execution  of  its  mofl  diftinguifhed  members 
was  to  iucceed.  However  little  we  may  be  difpolied  to 
aedit  this  fhtement,  the  leaft  we  canodieve  is,  that, 
agreeably  to  the  declaration  in  the  royal  feffion  of  the  23d 
erf  June,  the  authority,  if  not  the  very  phantom,  of  the 
ftates-general  was  to  be  annihilated  ;  and  that  fbmething 
evil  was  intended  was  moft  evident  from  the  difmiffion  <» 
M.  Neckar,  which  prematurely  took  place  on  the  11th 
of  July.  He  was  at  dinner  when  the  lett^^  of  the  king, 
orciering  him  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  twenty-four  hours, 
was  broi^t  him  by  the  cTount  de  la  Luzerne.  Without 
appearing  the  leafl  concerned,  he  had  the  prefence  of  mind 
to  tell  the  count,  as  he  went  out  of  the 'room,  "  We 
Qiall  meet  again  at  the  council ;''  and  continued  to  con* 
wrfe  with  the  archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux  and  the  refl  of  ^ 
the  CQtapBiXkY  that  were  dinii^  with  him,  as  if  nothing- had 
happened.  About  five  o'clcck  in  the  afternoon  he  com- 
plamcd  of  a  pain  in  his  head,  and  afked  Madame  Neckar, 
k  fhe  would  accompany  him  in  an  airing.  He  was  not 
moie  than  a  lea^  from  Verfailles,  when  he  defired  the 
coachman  to  dnve  on  moi^  quickly  to  St.  Ouen,  hi» 

country 
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coiintry  tioufe.  He  pafled  the  night  there,  and  f)repQi«l 
for  the  journey ;  and  this  was  the  firft  opportunity  he  had 
of  acquainting  his  daughter  the  baronefe  deSUel  with 
the  event,  though  flie  was  prefent  when  he  received  the 
Older  of  the  king  to  quit  the  country  like  a  oitntnaK 
•He  took  the  road  to  Brufleb,  as  the  neareft  frontier  j 
and  carried  with  him,  fays  M.  Rabaut,  the  confidence  of 
then^ion. 

The  new  arrangementsin  the  miniftry  were  the  marfhal 
Broglto,  minifter  of  war  ;;the  baron  de  Breteuil,  f>refident 
of  finance;  M.  de  la  Gakziere,  comptrollcr-gpneral  •  M. 
de  h  Porte,  intendant.of  the  war  department  s  and  M; 
Foulon,  intendant  of  the  navy. 

It  is  iixipoflible  to  defcribe  the  cohfternation  whicH. 
pervaded  the  whole  city  of  Paris  on  the  receipt  ot  this 
afflicting  intelligence.  The  perfonrwho  firft  reported  it 
at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  was  confidered  as  a  lunatic,  and 
with  difficulty  efcaped  fome  harih  treatment. .  It  was  no 
(boner  confirmed,  than  the  fliopsand  places  of  public 
anmfcment  were  all  (hut  up.  A  body  of  citi%en$  ran 
to  the  warehoufe  oi  a  flatuary,  and  having  procured  the 
bufts  of  M.  Necfcar  and  the  duke  d'Orleans,  dn^ed 
them  in  mourning,  and  carried  them  about,  the  ftreets. 
In  theif  progrefs  they  were  flx^ped  by  a  Gemuti  r^t 
ment,'  the  royal  Allemand,  when  the  bufts  were  broken 
by  theioldiers;  one  man  loft  his  life,  and  others  of  the 
populace  were  wounded.  The  army  now  came  forward- 
in  force,  with  the  prince  de  Lambefq,  grand  ecuyer  of 
France,  at  their  headj,  xyho  was  ordered  to  take  pofl  at 
tlie  ThuiUcries. .  I  rritated,  perhaps,  at  the  fpirit  of  refiiii^ 
dnce  which  be  obkrved  in  the  citizens,  he  imprudenrljf 
wounded  with  his  iabie  a  poor  old  man'who  was  walkiA^ 
p^deably  in  the  gardens.  The  French  have  a  remaiic- 
able  refpedfoi:  age,  and  this  wanton  outrage  proved  the 
%)al  of  revolt;  an  inftantaneous ' aiami  v(^  (pread. 
tbmugh  the  city,  and  the  cry  of  To  Arms  refounded  itt; 

•every 
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every  quarter.  The  Germans  were  v^oroufly  attacked 
by  the  populace  who  were  joined  by  the  French  guards^ 
and^  overwhelmed  by  nximbers,  were  obliged  to  retreat* 
Froni  that  moment  the  guards  took  leave  of  their 
officers,  tliey  iet  fue  to  their  ieveral  barracks,  arxl  formed 
thetjiielves  into  companies  with  the  citizens,  to  patrol 
the  ftrects,  and  prefervc,  if  poffible,  the  public  tran- 
quility. 

The  citizens  of  Paris  at  this  moment  bdidd  themfdvei 
in  a  moil  alarming  and  critical  fituation,  Whether  true 
or  not,  the  reports  of  the  intended  attack  upon  the  city 
TfCfe  univerlally  credited;  and  the  myfterious  and  impo* 
litic  proceedings  of  the  court  gave  countenance,  it  muft 
be  confeffid,  to  every  fufpicion.  On  the  other  hand, 
troops  of  banditti,  the  pefts  of  a  popubus  city,  iuch  as 
are  ever  ready  to  take  advantage  of  public  commotion^ 
were  be^nnir^  to  colleft ;  and,  either  from  thefe  on  the 
one  band,  or  the  foreign  foldiery  en  the  othler,  a  general 
{nOage  was  die  only  event  that  could  be  expeft«l.  Cover- 
ed fc^  the  darkne&  of  the  night,  (everal  bahds  of  rui^ans 
paraded  the  Urctts^  and  even  fet  fire  to  the  city  in  differ- 
ent places:  the  horrid  filerx:e  was  interrupted  only  by 
confufed  (bouts,  and  occafional  diicharges  of  mufquetry. 
In  this  difaflerous  night  fleep  only  fealed  the  eyes  of 
mhnts;  they  only  repofod  in  peace,  whiie  their  aiudous 
parents  watched  over  their  cradles. 

Ver&illes  was  not  more  tranquil;  but  the  court  party, 
abandoning  themielves  to  an  indecent  joy,  concluded  the 
evenii^  of  the  12th  with  a  tumultuous  banquet.  The 
women  of  the  court  mingled  with  the  fordgn  foldiers  in 
lafcivious  dances,  to  the  found  of  the  German  mufic :  tlieir 
triumph,  however,  was  not  of  long  duration ;  a  falfe 
report  of  100,000  armed  citizens  being  on  the  road  to 
Verfeilles,  joined  to  their  mifbruft  of  the  national  troops 
gave  at  leaft  a  momentary  check  to  their  extravagant 
exultation. 

F  The 


66  HISTORY  OF  THE 

1  he  morning  of  the  13th  difplayed  at  P^  a  moft 
ftiockir^.  fpedlacle  of  conhiGon  and  difmay ;  a  band  ot 
villains  bad  already  pillaged  the  charitable  houfe  of  St. 
Lazare ;  at  fix  o'clock  the  alarm  bells  founded  through- 
out the  city,  and  the  terror  became  univer(al.  The 
citizens  afl^bled  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  no  alterna- 
tive appeared  for  the  proteQion  of  their  lives  and  pro- 
perty, but  that  of  embodying  themfelves,  and  forming  * 
9,  regular  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  capital*.  Sixty 
thoufand  citizens  were  (obn  enrolled,  and  mar(halled 
under  different  commanders:  the  French  guards  fponta- 
neoufly  offered  their  fervices,  and  diftributed  amoi^  the 
different  companies.  The  ftandards  of  the  city  were 
di(played;  trenches  were  thrown  up,  and  barricadoes 
formed  in  different  parts  of  the  (uburbs  Relations 
were  next  cftablHhed  for  the  prefervation  of  o^cr,  and 
a  permanent  council  or  committee,  to  fit  night  and  day, 
was  appointed.  At  about  half  paft  five  in  the  afternoon 
this  committee  diipatched  a  deputation  to  acquaint  the 
national  aflembly  with  the  occurrences  which  had  taken 
place  at  Paris. 

The  aflembly  had  been  engaged,  from  the  day  when 
they  prefented  their  addrefs  to  the  king,  in  frammg  a 
declaration  of  rights,  and  the  plan  of  a  conftitutioo ; 
and  even  in  the  midft  of  thefe  alarms,  they  continued 
without  intermifiiion  their  patriotic  labours.  Ib  thedif- 
grace  of  M.  Neckar  they  law  their  own  ruin  determined; 
yet  proceeded  with  a  firmnefs  tempered  with  moderation, 
a  courage  ennobled  by  dignity,  which  reflefts  on  their 
condiidt  immortal  honouf.  In  their  debates' they  care- 
fully drew  the  line,  and  diftinguifhed  between  the  prero- 
gatives and  funftions  of  the  legiflative  and  thofe  ^  the 
executive  powers;'  and  on  receiving  the  intelligence  that 

*  Siich  was  at  Itaft  the  public  pretext :  the  democratic  party 
had  it  undoubtedly  in  view  by  this  arrangement  to  be  able  more 
cffeftually  to  oppo£e  the  foreign  foldicry, 

Paris 
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Paris  was  in  a  ftate  of  uproar  and  conhlfioD,  a  deputa- 
tion was  difpatched  to  the  king,  informii^  bim  once 
more  of  the  danger  which  threatened  the  ibite  from  the 
prefence  of  the  troops  that  invefted  the  metropolis; 
entreating  in  the  mod  prefling  terms  their  removal  5  and 
oflering  to  oppofe  their  own  perfons  in  the  impending 
ftorm,  and  to  proceed  immediately  to  Paris  to  affift,  by 
their  perfuaiions  and  authority,  in  the  re-eftabli(hment 
of  order  and  peace.  The  king  remained  immoveable  in 
bis  determination — he  replied^  <^that  he  was  the  only 
judge  of  the  neteflity  of  removing  the  troops;  that  the 
pretence  of  tlie  deputies  could  be  of  no  fervice  in  Pads ; 
on  the  contraiy,  they  were  neceflary  at  -Verfailles,  to 
profecute  there  thofe  important  labours  which  he  ftiould 
continue  to  recommend/* 

It  is  evident  that  the  anfwer  of  the  king  eould  not  by 
any  means  be  agreeable  to  the  ailembly.  It  was  there- 
fore no  (boner  communicated  than  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  demanded  an  inunediate  declaration  of  the 
refpofibility  of  miniflers,  and  the  aflcmbly  unanimoufly 
refolved — 

"  That  M.  Neckar  and  the  reft  of  the  late  miniftiy 
carried  with  them  the  confidence  and  the  regret  of  the 
afiembly,  that  they  would  not  ceafe  to  infift  on  the 
removal  of  the  troops;  that  no  interrnediate  power  can 
affift  betweeii  the  king  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation ;  that  the  minifters  and  agents  of  authority  civil 
and  military  are  refpbnlible  to  the  people  for  their  coixlud: ; 
that  the  prefent  miniflers  and  councilors  of  his  majefly 
were  perfonally  refponiible  for  the  impending  calamities, 
and  att  thofe  which  might  he  the  confequences  of  their 
advice;  that  the  affembly  having  placed  the  public  debt^ 
under  the  fafeguard  of  the  bonour  and  k)yahy  of  the 
French  nation,  no  power  has  a  right  even  to  pronounce 
the  iniamous  word  bankrvMcy  ;  that  they  perfifted  in  all 
tbcir  iormer  decrees;  aixl  that  thefe  n^mutcs  (hould  be 
F  a  prefented 
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prefented  to  the  king  ^  the  late  miniftry,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  prefs." 

The  courage  of  the  Parifians  was  anfwtrab^  to  the 
finnnefe  of  the  national  aflembly.  By  the  acceffion  of 
the  French  guards,  they  had  obtained  a  fupply  of  arms 
and  ammunition^  and  a,  confiderable  train  of  artillery ; 
the  ihops  of  the  armourers  were  ranfacked  for  weiapons, 
and  the  lbldier<itizens  were  even  trained  to  iome  appear- 
ance of  difcipUne.  The  night  of  the  igth  pailed  with- 
out any  event  of  confequence :  the  morning  difcovered 
that,  taking  advantage  of  the  darkneis»  the  troops 
encaniped  in  the  Champs  Elyiees  had  moved  off.  The 
people,  however,  were  ignorant  of  the  cauies  of  the 
removal^  and  an  imn:iediate  attack  was  expe(%ed.  The 
national  guard,  for  that  was  the  name  which  the  mixed 
band  of  foldlers  and  citizens  now  affiimed,  amotinted  to 
the  number  of  .150,000  men;  but  the  majority  were 
ftill  without  arms.  The  marquis  de  la  Salle  was  named 
commander  in  chief ;  the  green'cockade,  which  they  had 
at  firft  adopted,  was  changed  for  the  iince  famous  nationsd 
colours  red,  blue  and  white ;  the  new  army  was  now 
more  regularly  officered;  and  various  deputations  were 
difpatched  in  queft  of  arms  and  implements  ol  war, 
M.  de  Fleflelles,  the  prevot  des  merchands  (or  mayor) 
made  many  promifes  on  this  fubjeft;  but  they  all  proved, 
like  every  part  o£  his  conduA,  delufive* 

In  the  courfe  of  Uieir  inquiries  after  arms,  a  party  of 
naore  than  30,000,  condufted  by  M.  Ethis  de  Corny, 
repaired  to  the  Hotel  des  Invalids.  M.  Sombreuil,  the 
governor,  had  received  orders  (o  early  as  on  Sunday  the 
12th  to  hokl  himielf  in  readinefs  for  an  attack,  and  his 
naen  had  remained  during  the  whole  <rf  McMiday  under 
arms,  and  on  the  morning  of  Tuefday  he  permitted  them 
to  take  a  few  hours  reft.  -  At  this  moment  M.  de  Corny 
anived ;  and,  on  makii^  known  to  the  governor  the 
objeft  of  his  miffion^  he  w^  answered,  that  the  invalids 

had 
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had  not  any  arms«  M.  Corny  was  le-condufted  by  M, 
^Sombreuil  to  the  gate;  but  it  was  no iboner  opened  than 
the  multitude  rufhed  in,  in  an  ineiiftible  torrent,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  ranfacked  every  part  of  the  hotel.  Moit 
than  30,000  mufkets,  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  were 
the  firuit  of  thb  expedition:  On  the  opposite  (ide  of  the 
Seine  a  fimilar  event  occurred;  there  another  party 
attacked  the  garde  meuble  de  lacouronne,  and  from  that 
ancient  ftorc  an  immenfe  number  of  weapons  of  different 
kinds  were  produced. 

It  has  been  generally  believed  that  the  taking  of  the 
Baftille  was  the  preconcerted  effort  of  reviving  liberty ; 
but  this  was  really  not  the  cale.  Some  of  the  moft 
important  actions  which  have  been  atchieved  by  courage 
or  a£tivity,  have  in  their  ori^n  been  directed  by  that 
imperceptiUe  chain  of  events  which  human  blindnefi 
terms  accident  or  chance.  Like  the  Hotel  des  Invalides, 
the  Baflille  had  from  the  firft  moment  of  the  alami  in 
Paris  been  put  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  Fifteen  pieces  of 
cannon  were  mounted  on  the  towers;  and  three  field- 
I^eces,  loaded  with  grape  and  cafe  fhot,  guarded  the  firft 
gate.  An  immenfe  quantity  of  jpowder  and  military 
ftoreshad  been  brought  from  tlie  arfenal,  and  diftributed 
to  the  different  corps;  the  mortars  had  been  exercifed,  the 
draw-bridges  and  gates  ftrengthened  and  repaired,  the 
houfe  of  the  governor  himfelf  was  fortified,  arid  guarded 
by  light  pieces  of  artillery.  The  fhortnefe  of  the  time 
had  not  permitted  him  to  be  equally  provident  in  laying 
in  a  fufficient  flore  of  provifions.  The  forces  which 
the  fortrefs  incliKled  were  chiefly  foreigner.  On  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  feveral  deputies  had  waited  on  the 
marquis  de  Launay,  the  governor,  to  demand  arms  and 
peace :  they  were  courteoufly  received  by  him,  and  be 
gave  them  the  ftrongeft  afliirances  of  his  good  intentions. 
Indeed  it  is  (aid  that  he  was  himfelf  averfc  to  hoftile 
meafurcs,  had  he  not  been  feduccd  by  the  perfidious 

Gounfels 
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cpuniels  of  the  fieur  Louis  de  Flue,  coitimandcF  of  tbo 
Swiis  guoids,  by  the  orders  of  the  baron  de  Bezenval, 
apd  by  the  promKes  of  M.  de  FleflcUes.  The  Swif^ 
fajdiers  had  even  been  engaged  by  afi  oath  to  fii*e  on  the 
invalids  who  were  in  the  fortrefs,  if  they  refufed  to  obey 
the  governor  i  and  the  invalids  themlplves,  it  b  faid, 
were  intoxicated  with  a  profufion  of  liquor  which  had 
been  diftributed  among  thcna. 

At  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  M.  de  la 
Rofiere,  a  deputy  of  the  diltrid  of  St.  Louis  de  la  Cul- 
ture, waited  on  the  governor,  and  the  people  remained  in 
the  outer  court.  "  I  come.  Sir,"  faid  the  deputy,  *^  in 
the  name  of  the  nation,  to  reprcfent  to  you,  that  the 
cannon  which  are  levelled  againft  the  city  fix)m  the 
towers  of  the  Baftille  have  excited  the  moft  alarming 
apprehenfions,  and  1  rnyft  entreat  that  you  will  remove 
them."  The  governor  replied,  "  that  if  was  not  in  his 
power  to  renK)ve  the  guns,  as  they  had  alw;^ys  been  there, 
without  an  order  from  the  king ;  that  he  would,  however, 
difmount  them,  and  turn  them  out  of  their  embrafures." 
The  deputy  having  with  difficulty  obtained  leave  from 
M.  de  Lolme,  major  of  the  fortrefe,  to  enter  into  the 
interior  court,  (ymmoned  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  tlic 
name  of  honour  and  their  country  to  alter  the  diredion  of 
the  guns,  &c.  and  the  whole  of  them>  at  the  defire  even 
of  the  governor,  engaged  themfelves  by  oath  to  make  no 
ufe  of  their  arms,  unlels  attacked.  M.  de  la  Roficre, 
after  having  afcended  ope  of  the  towers  with  M.  de 
Launay,  went  out  of  thecaftle,  promifing  to  engage  the 
citizens  to  fend  a  part  of  the  national  guard  to  do  the  duty 
of  the  Baltille  in  conjunftiop  with  the  trqops. 

The  deputy  had  fcarcely  retired  before  a  number  of 
citizens  approached  the  ^te,  and  demanded  arms  and 
ammunition.  As  the  majority  of  them  were  unarmed, 
and  announced  no  hoftile  intention,  M.  de  Launay  made 
no  difficulty  of  repeivbg  them,  and  lowered  the  firft 

drawbridge 
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drmibttifp  to  admit  tbcm.  The  more  detemiined  of 
the  por^  advanced  to  acquaint  him  with  the  objedt  of 
their  miffion;  but  they  had  fcarcely  entered  the  firik 
court,  than  the  bridge  was  drawn  up,  and  a  general  dii^ 
charge  of  mu(quetry  defhoycd  the  greater  part  of  thefe 
unfortunate  people. 

The  motives  of  the  governor  for  this  apparent  aA  of 
perfidy  have  never  Ixen  explained,  and  it  cannot  be  fuffi- 
ciently  regretted  that  tlie  intemperate  vengeance  of  the 
populace  did  not  allow  him  to  enter  on  bis  defence  before 
ibme  impartial  court.  All,  therefore,  tliat  can  be  faid  at 
pre&nt  is,  that  its  immediate  cffeft  was  to  raife  the  retent- 
nient  of  the  people  almofl  to  phrenfy.  The  inftantaneous 
determination  was  to  ftorm  the  fortreis,  and  the  execution 
was  as  vigorous  as  the  refblution  was  darii^.  An 
immenfe  multitude,  armed  with  mufquets,  fabres,  &c. 
rufhed  at  once  into  the  outer  court.  After  (earching  in 
vain  for  the  keys  of  the  drawbric^es  in  the  corps^le- 
g^uxle,  he  called  out  for  a  hatchet ;  he  (oon  broke  the 
locks  and  the  bolts ;  and  being  feconded  by  the  efforts  of 
the  people  on  the  other  fide,  the  two  drawbridges  were 
immed^ely  lowered.  The  people  lofl  no  time  m  mak- 
ing good  their  ftation,  where  for  more  than  an  hoiir  they 
fuAaineda  mod  fevere  fire  from  the  garrifbn,  and 
anfwerec'  it  with  f:qual  vigour. 

Daring  thecontefl,  feveral  deputadons  from  the  Hotel 
dc  Ville  appeared  before  the  walk  with  flags  of  truce, 
intending  to  perfuade  the  befieged  into  a  peaceful  furren- 
dcr;  but  either  they  were  not  dilcovered  amidft  the 
general  conhifion,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  M.  de 
Launay  delpaired  of  finding  mercy  at  the  hands  of  the 
populace,  and  ftill  flattered  himfelf  with  fome  delufivc 
hope  of  deliverance.  The  guards,  who  n9W  afted  openly 
with  the  people,  proved  of  eflential  fervice  j  and,  by  the 
advice  of  fome  of  the  veterans  of  this  corps,  three  waggons 
leaded  with  flraw  were  fet  on  fire  under  the  walls,  the 

(nioke 
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fmokc  of  whidi  interrupted  the  view,  and  confequently 
intercepted  the  aim  of  me  befiegcd  ;  while  the  affiiilants, 
beii^  at  a  greater  diflance,  were  able  to  direft  their  fire  to 
"the  battlements  with  unerring  aim.  In  the  meaft  time 
the  aricnal  was  ftormed,  and  a  mod  dreadhil  havodt  was 
prevented  there  by  the  prudence  and  courage  of  M. 
Humbert,  who  firft  mounted  the  towers  of  the  Baftillc, 
A  hair-dreflfer  was  in  the  very  a6k  of  fetting  fire  to  the 
mi^azine  of  powder,  when  M.  Humbert,  whofe  notice 
was  attrafted  by  the  cries  of  a  woman,  knocked  the  def^ 
perado  down  with  the  butt  end  of  his  mufqu^ ;  next, 
inftantly  feizing  a  bairel  of  falt-petre  which  had  already 
caught  fire,  and  turning  it  upfide  down,  he  was  h^^py 
enough  to  extinguifli  it. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  ardour  and  fpirit  of  the 
bcfaegers ;  an  immenfe  crowd,  as  if  unconfcious  of  dan- 
ger, filled  the  courts  of  the  fortrefs  in^lpite  cf  the  unre- 
mitted fire  of  the  garrifon,  and  even  approached  fb  near 
the  towers,  that  M.  de  Launay  himfelf  frequently  rolled 
lai-ge  mafles  of  ftone  from  the  platform  upon  their  heads. 
Within,  all  was  confiifion  and  terror;  the  officers  them- 
felves  ferved  at  the  guns,  and  difcharged  their  firelocks  in 
the  ranks.  But  when  the  governor  faw  the  ai&ilants 
take  poflfeflion  of  the  firft  bridge,  arid  draw  up  their  can- 
non againft  the  (econd,  his  courage  then  was  changed  into 
delpair,  and  even  his  underftanding  appeared  to  be 
deranged.  He  rafhly  fought  to  bury  himfelf  under  the 
enormous  mafs  which  he  had  in  vain  attempted  to  defend. 
While  a  turnkey  was  engaged  in  diftributing  wine  to  the 
foldiers,  he  caught  the  match  from  one  of  the  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  ran  to  the  magazine  with  an  intention  to  let 
it  on  fire;  but  a  fubaltern  of  the  name  of  Ferrand 
repulfed  him  with  his  bayonet.  He  then  went  down  to 
the  tour  de  la  liberte,  where  he  had  depofited  a  quantity 
o{  powder  i  but  here  alfo  he  was  oppofed  by  the  fieur 
Bcguard,  another  fubaltern  officer,  vyho  thus  prevented 

an 
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aqa£tof]tifamty  whkii  nmft  hftve.deftio]^  thouiaiidi 
ofcitizeos,  and  with  the  Baftille,  would  have  infidhblf 
blown  up  all  the  adjacent  building^  and  «  confix 
dtmble  part  of  the  iuburb  crf^  St.  Antoine.  De  Launay 
at  kngdi  propofed  ferioufly  to  the^mifon  to  blow  i^  the 
tortre^  as  it  was  impoffible  that  they  could  hope  for 
m^f cy  from  the  mob.  But  he  was  antwered  by  the  fbl* 
diofs,  that  thqr  woukl  rather  perifli  than  deftiojr  in  ttm 
infidious  manner  fuch  a  number  of  their  feUow-citizeiv. 
He  then  hung  out  a  white  flag,  intimating  his  defiie  to 
capitulate ;  and  a  Swi(s  officer  would  have  addrefled  tiie 
aflaihnt%  through  one  of  the  loop-holes  oi  the  draw- 
bridge; but  the  hour  was  paft,  and  the  exafperated 
populace  would  attend  to  no  oifos  or  capitulation. 
Through  the  £une  opening  he  next  di^layed  a  paper, 
which  the  diftance  prevented  the  befiegers  from  reading* 
A  perfon  brought  a  phoik,  whkh  was  refled  on  aparapet, 
and  poifed  by  a  number  of  otheiB.  The  brave  unknown 
advanced  upoq  the  plank ;  but  juft  as  he  was  ready  to 
ieize  14XX1  the  papa-,  he  received  a  muiquet  (hot,  and 
fell  into  the  ditdi.  Hewas  followed  by  a  young  man  dt 
the  name  of  Maillard,  fon  to  an  officer  of  the  chatelet, 
wbow^  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  paper,  the  con- 
tents of  which  were—"  We  have  twenty  thousand 
pounds  weight  of  gunpowder^  and  will  blow  up  the 
garrifbn  and  all  its  environs,  if  you  do  not  accept  the 
capkulation/'-f-M.  Elie,  an  officer  of  the  queen's  regi- 
ment, who  was  invefbed  with  a  kind  of  (pontaneous 
authority,  was  £br  agreeing  to  terms,  but  the  people 
indignantly  rdefted  the  very  word  capitulation,  and 
immediately  cirew  up  to  the  fpot  three  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. 

The  enemy  now  perceiving  that  the  great  bridge  was 
going  to  be  attacked,  let  down  the  imall  draw-bridge, 
whid^  was  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  into  the  fortrefi, 
Meflrs,  Elie,  Hulin,  Maillardj^  Reole,  Humbert,  Tour- 
nay, 
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nay,  aodiome  otbers,  leaped  inftantly  on  the  bridge,  and, 
fecuring  the  bdts,  proceeded  to  the  door.  In  tl^  mean 
time. the  French  guards,  preferving  their  habitual  cod- 
ne&  03^  difcipline,  formed  a  column  on  the  otherfide  of 
the  bric^,  to  prevent  the  citizens  fix)m  mftiing  upon  it 
in  too  great  nunibers.  An  invalid  came  to  open  the  gate 
behind  the^  drawbridge,  and  aiked  the  invaders  what  tiiey 
wanted?  "  The  funender  of  the  Battille;"  they  cried,  - 
juid  he  permitted  them  to  enter.  The  conquerors 
immediately  lowered  the  great  bridge;  and  the  multitude* 
entered  without  refiftance — ^the  invalids  were  ranged  to 
the  right,  and  the  Swils  on  the  left  hand,  with  their  anus 
piW  againft  tlie  w^l.  They  took  off  their  hats, 
clapped  their  hands,  and  aied  out  Bravo!  as  the 
befiegers  entered.  The  firft  moments  of  this  meeting 
pafied  in  peace  and  reconciliation;  but  fome  foldierson 
the  platforms,  ignorant  of  the  iurrender,  unhappily  fired 
upon  the  people;  who^  liilpedling  a  fecond  aft  of  per- 
fidy, fell  upon  the  invalids,  two  dt  whom,  the  unfortu- 
nate Beguard,  who  had  prevented  the  governor  from 
bbwing  up  the  Baftille,  and  another  equally  innocent 
were  dragged  to  the  Place  de  Greve^  and  hawed  *. 

Thefieurs  Maillard,  Cholot,  Ame,  and  fome  others, 
diipute  the  honour  of  having  firft  feized  M.  de  Launay. 
He  was  not  in  a  uniform,  &t  in  a  plain  grey  frock :  he 
had  a  cane  in  his  hand*,  and  would  have  killed  himfelf 
with  the  (Word  that  it  contained,  but  the  grenadier,  Ame 
wcefted  it  out  of  his  hand.  He  was  efcorted  by  M efllh. 

*  This  was  the  firft  inftance  of  that  rafh  and  fanguinary  fptrlt 
which  has  fince  dif'graced  the  French  nation  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe.  Jt  is  a  fingiilar  fa6^,  that  the  French  have  as  yet  no 
clear  ideas  of  the  adminiflration  of  juftice.  Some  time  previous 
^o  the  Revolution,  an  American  gentleman  who  refided  in  Paxis 
in  a  public  capacity,  obferving  the  rifing  fpirit  of  liberty  among 
the  people,  remarked,  •*  that  they  would  obtain  every  blelBng  of 
a  free  government  but  the  Hal  4*  /»0'>  **  ^^^  that,'*  addedlne, 
**  they  are  not  prepared." 

Hulin, 
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Huiin,  Arne,  Xxgris^  Elie,  and  ^fooie  others,  and  every 
effort  was  exerted  by  ti&efe  patriots  to  fave  his  life,  but 
ia  vain  : — they  had  fcarcely  arrived  at  the  Hotel  de  Villc 
befoie  his  defenders  were  overpowered,  and  even  wound&d 
by  theenrag^  populace,  and  he  fell  under  a  thoufand 
wounds.  M.  de  Lolme  Salbrai,  his  major,  a  gentleman 
diftbgiufhed  for  hb  virtues  and  his  humanity,  was  aUo 
the  vi&im  of  the  popular  iury.  The  Marquis  de  Pelleport, 
¥^0  had  been  five  years  in  the  Baililie,  and  durij^  that 
time  had  been  treated  by  him  with  particular  kindneis, 
intcrpoiibd  to  faye  him  at  the  riik  ot  his  life,  but  v^as 
ftrudc  down  by  a  hatchet,  and  M.  de  Lofme  was  inftantly 
put  to  death.  The  heads  of  the  governor  and  the  major 
were  (buck  dT,  and  carried  on  pikes  throt^h  the  ftreets 
of  the  city.  The  rage  of  the  populace  would  not  have 
ended  bere-<i^the  invalids  who  defended  the  fortrefs  would 
all  have  been  iachficed,  had  not  the  humanity  of  the 
Fiench  guards  interpoied,  and  infilled  on  their  pardon. 

The  beys  of  the  Baflille  were  carried  to  M .  BrifTot  de 
Warville,  who  had  been  a  few  years  before  an  inhabitant  of 
thde  caverns  of  defpotilm ;  and  a  etiard  of  three  thouland 
men  was  appointed  over  the  fortreb  tiU  the  council  at  the 
Hotel  de  Ville  Ihould  decree  its  demolition.  In  the 
intoxication  ofiuccefs  the  prifoners  were  forgotten ;  and 
as  the  keys  had  been  carried  to  Farb,  the  dungeons  were 
forced  open — feven  'prifoner  only  were  found,  three  of 
whom  had  loft  their  reafon,  havii^  been  detained  there 
as  fl^e-prifoners  from  the  reign  of  Louis  XV, 

Thus^  by  the  irrefiflable  enthufiafm  of  liberty,  in  a 
few  houis  was  reduc^  that  fortrefs  which  mercenary  armies 
had  confidered  as  impregnable,  and  which  had  been  in 
vain  beii^ed  by  tlie  force  of  the  great  Conde  for  upwards 
pf  three  weeks. 

The  fiite  of  M.  de  Launay  involved  that  of  M.  de 
Flcflelles,  the  prevot  des  merchandf .  He  had  long  been 
a^fpc&ed  of  a  deJign  to  betray  the  people;  and  all  his 

anions 
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afiions  indeed  appactndy  tencbd  to  that  potot»  In  the 
pocket  of  M.  de  Launay  a  letter  ftom  him  was  iatd  to  be 
diicovered,  v^hidi  contained  thefe  lemarkable  woids — 
^  1  will  amiife  the  Parifians  with  cockades  and  promiies. 
Keep  your  ftation  till  the  evening — you  (hall  then  have  a 
mnroroenient."  At  the  fight  of  this  letter  the  unfortunate 
de  Fkfielles  was  ftruck  dumb.  A  voice  was  heaid«in 
the  hall— *«  Begone,  M.  de  Fleflelles,  you  are  a  traitor." 
^*  I  (ee,  (did  he,  *'  gentlemen,  tliat  I  am  not  agreeable 
to  you — I  (hall  retire." — He  haflened  down  the  ftairs ; 
but  as  he  aofled  the  Greve,  accompanied  by  a  number 
of  perfons  to  defend  him,  a  youi^  man,  who  had  w:uted 
an  .opportunity,  Ihot  him  with  a  pifloL  His  head  was 
cut  dT,  placed  on  a  pike,  and  carried  through  the  ftreets 
along  with  that  of  M.  de  Launay* 

A  tumultuous  night  fucceeded  this  wonderful  day; 
and  the  fbngs  of  joy  and  triumph  which  had  celebrated 
the  victory  of  the  people,  were  converted  into  confufed 
murmurs  expreflive  only  oi  anxiety  and  alarm.  A  report 
was  fpread  that  the  troops  were  about  to  enter  the  city  at 
the  Barrier  d'Enfer :  thither  the  citizem  crowded  uxider 
the  conduct  of  the  French  guards,  and  preceded  by  a 
train  of  artillery,  the  body  of  troops,  however,  that  appesuTKl 
in  that  qu«*ter  were  difperfed  by  a  fingle  volley.  The 
alarm-bdls  were  then  founded  r  barricadoes  were  formed 
at  the  barriers ;  deep  holes  were  dug  in  different  parts,  to 
prevent  the  approach  of  the  cavalry ;  the  tops  of  the  houles 
were  manned ;  a  general  illumination  was  ordered  9  and 
tiie  filence  of  the  night  was  intenrupted  by  difcbaiges  ot 
.artillery,  and  by  the  warning  voice  of  the  patrole — 
**  Citizens,  do  not  go  to  bed ;  take  care  of  your  lights; 
we  muft  fee  dearly  this  night." 

The  firft  news  of  the  taking  of  the  Baflile  was  r^^arded 
by  the  court  as  an  impofture  of  the  popular  party* :  it 

was, 

*  The  foUou^ing  pfcsiant  dialogue  on  this  occafion,  is  givea . 
%9  genuine  in  the  entertaining  letters  of  Mifs  Helen  Maria  Willi- 
Hi-ns.    The  miaifter  was  we  have  heard  the  baron  de  Breteuil. 

♦A  French 
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wa^  however^  at  leng|th  iitefiftjMe  confimied.  The  fiift 
refiives  of  the  niiniftry  ^st  Said  to  have  been  ddpeiatc, 
and  orders  were  tfliied  to  the  commandeis  to  pulh  the 
preceded  movements  with  aU  ()offible  vigour.  In  the 
dead  oi  the  lu^t,  marihal  firoglio  is  laid  to  have  arrived 

*  A  French  gentleman,  remarkable  for  Lis  tacit«raity  and  fang* 
froid,  tkings  thiat  feldom  enter  into  the  compofition  of  a  French* 
man,  had  occafion  to  gp  from  Paris  to  Verlaules  on  that  mornings 
in  order  to  have  a  conference  with  the  minifter  upon  fome  private 
bufineis.  He  found  two  of  the  miutfters  together;  and  when  the 
particular  objcd  of  his  vifit  was  dtfcufled,  one  of  the  miniAers 
faid  to  him  with  a  carelefs  air,  **  WeU,  fir,  are  there  ibU  tumults 
atP^ria?" 

'"  The  people  talkof  gohig  to  the  gardc-dc-meublcs,"  TeplJcd 
the  gehtleman. 

^  The  garde^e-mcubles !"  i:epeatcd  the  minifter :  ^  what,  the 
king's  g^rde-de^meublcs  ?" 

^^  Yes,  and  they  have  already  been  at  the  Hotel  des  Invalides," 

**And  for  what  purpole?  laid  the  minifter,  with  increafing 
furprife. 

^  They  feized  upon  all  the  arms,''  refumcd  the  gentleman, 
preferving  his  ufual  ikng.froid;  ^^  and  if  a  man  has  two  fufees^ 
nc  gives  one  to  his  neighbour/*       . 

**  Weil,  (aid  the  minifter,  fhrugging  up  his  fliODlden,  and 
what  did  they  do  next  ? 

^  Why,  I  believe,"  laid  the  gentlemen,  '^they  then  went  ta 
the  diftna." 

"  The  diflhria !"  exclaimed  the  minifter:  "  pray  what  is  the 
diftria?', 

^  Ad  invention  of  yefteitlay/'  rejrfkd  the  gentleman :  the  peo- 
ple have  alfo  another  invention  of  the  fame  date,  I  believe,  whidi 
they  call  a  permanent  committee,  and  they  have  now  got  cannon } " 

**  Cannon  V  repeated  the  minifter;  **  and  pray  what  do  they 
propoie  to  do  with  cannon  ?„ 

*♦  Why  they  talk  of  taking  the  Baftille." 

'*  Ver^  good ! — excellent !"  faid  the  minifter,  burftii>g  into  a 
violent  nt  of  laughter  :  *^  this  is  really  a  pleafant  conceit  enough. 
And  pray  who  is  the  head  of  this  rabble  ?'*  ^ 

**  I  really  do  not  know,*'  (aid  the  gentleman,  coldly,  but  att 
the  people  in  P||ri^  fecfii  to  be  of  the  lame  mind." 

^  WelV  Aid  the  minifter  turning  to  his  colleague,  "  I  think^ 
we  had  better  not  mention  tbefe  difagreeable  matters  to  the  kins;.'* 

Notwithftandhig  this  precaution,  however,  the  king  a  tew 
hours  after  was  let  into  the  wbok  iecret/ 

tm 
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to  inform  tbem  that  it  was  impoffible  to  obey  the  inanctfif  ^ 
he  had  received  of  inveftin^  the  hall  of  the  lu^ional 
aflembly  with  a  train  of  artillery,  a6  the  foldiers  would 
not  comply  with  his  orders.'  "  Pre6  then  the  fi^  ot 
Pvb,"  was  the  ^fwer.  The  general  replied,  he  could 
not  depend  on  the  army  for  the  execution  of  that  prQJe<5):« 

The  kii^  was  the  only  perfon  in  the  palace  who  was 
«  kept  totally  ignorant  of  thelc  tranfaftions.     The  duke  de 
Lsuqcourt,  a.di(lii^i0ied  p^ot,  who  was  then  mailer 
of  the  wacdrobe,   prevented  the  bloodfhed  which  was 
appidiended :  he  forced  his  way  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  into  the  king's  apartment,  informed  him  of  every 
circumftance,  and  announced  to  the  count  d'Artois  that 
a  price  was  fet  upon  his  heac^.     The  intelligence  of  the 
duke  was  fuppc^ted  by  the  authority  of  Moniieur,  who 
accompanied  him,  and  the  king  was  immediately  con- 
vinced that  he  had  been  deceived  by  evil  counlels*   Early 
the  next  morning  the  monarch  appeared  in  the  aifembly, 
ioit  without  the  pomp  and  parade  of  defpotifm.     His 
addrefles  were  aileAionate  and  conciliatory.  He  lamented 
the  difturbances  at  Paris ;  difavowed  all  confciouineis  of 
any  meditated  attack  on  the  perfons  of  the  deputies ;  and 
added,  that  he  had  iflued  orders  for  the  immediate  remo- 
vatof  the  troops  from  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis.     It 
is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  feelings  of  the  ajflembly  on  this  . 
afleding  occalion.     The  tear  of  fynipathy  flarted  into 
almoft  every  eye.     An  expreflGve  filence  firfl  pervaded 
tlie  aflembly,  which  was  prefently  (iicceeded  by  a  burft  of 
applaufe  and  acclamation.     The  kiiig  rofe  to  return  to 
the  palace ;  and  the  deputies,  by  a  fudden  impulfc,  formed 
a  train  of  loyalty,  in  which  all  diitinAion  of  orders  was 
foigptten,  and  accompanied  him  to  the  royal  apartments. 
The  joy  became  general  throughout  Ver&Ulcs;    the 
people  nocked  to  the  palace,  where  t)ie  queen,  with  the 
dauphin  in  her  arms,  (hewed  herfelf  from  a  balcony.  The 
mufic  in  the  mean  time  played  the  pathetic  air,  Oupcut- 
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on  ctrc  fjtieux  qu*aufetn  de  fa  famille^  which  was  onljr 
interrupted  by  Ihouts  of  loyalty,  and  acclamations  of  joy. 
On  their  return  to  the  hall,  the  aflembly  appointed  a 
deputation  to  convey  this  happy  intell^ence  to  the 
metropolis. 


CHAP.     III. 


State  of  Paria  after  the  capture  of  the  Baftille — Nomfnation  of  M. 
M.  Bailly  and  La  Fayette  to  the  offices  of  niayor  of  Paris,  and 
cominanaer  in  chief  of  the  national  guard — Te  Deum  fung  at 
P^is  In  celebration  of  the  taking  of  the  Baftille — M.  Neckar 
recalled — The  king  vifits  Pari»^Difperfion  of  the  miniftry — 
Murder  of  M.  M.  Foulon  and  Bert hier— Revolt  in  the  provin- 
ces— Affinr  of  Quincv — Perfccution  of  the  nobility— -Private 
^orrefpondence  held  »cred — Triumphant  return  of  M.  Neckar 

'  —Unpopular  a^  of  the  electors  of  Pari&— -Outrages  in  the 
provinces — Abolition  of  the  fuedal  iyfieni»  &c.-»Proiefted 
loans — Riot  at  Paris — Organization  of  the  municipality  and 
militia  of  the  metropolis— Debates  on  the  king's  veto— On  the 
permanence  of  the  legiilatu^^-On  two  chambers— New 
icheme  of  Finance — Dreadful  mfiuredion  of  the  oh  of  Odo- 
bcr — The  royal  family  remove  from  Vcrfailles  to  Paris. 

A  ARIS,  which  had  been  an  unhappy  fcene  of  com- 
motion, of  terror,  and  of  bloodfiied,  from  the  i2th  of 
July,  began  on  the  15th  to  affume  fome  appearance  of 
order  and  tranquility.  The  livid  and  bloody  heads  were 
ftill  carried  about  the  ftreets  as  trophies  of  popular  venge- 
ance :  but  on  the  morning  of  that  day  a  lenfible  citizen 
perfijaded  the  multitude  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  huma-' 

nity. 
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ttity,  and  they  were  thrown. into  the  Seine.  The  £le&on 
at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  laboured  inGefl&ntly  in  the  ckgani* 
zation  of  the  civil  eftablifhment,  and  in  the  regulation  of 
the  city  militia.  The  odious  name  of  Prevot  was  abo- 
lifhed  :  the  more  ancient  and  honourable  appellation  of 
Mayor  was  fubftituted  in  its  place  ;  and  to  this  office ' 
M.  Bailly,  who  had  been  piefident  ot  the  tiers  etat,  was 
called  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

In  our  detail  of  the  late  proceedings  of  the  national 
aflembly,  we  omitted  to  notice,  that  the  due  d' Orleans, 
having  been  elefted  prefidcnt  of  that,  body,  had  declined 
the  honour,  and  that  the  venerable  archbifhop  of  Vienne 
had  been  chofen  in  his  room.  Puriqg  the  laborious  fef- 
^ons  which  fucceeded  the  difgrace  of  M.  Neckar,  however, 
it  was  thought  that  his  age  and  infirmities  would  fcarcdy 
aBow  htm  to  exercife  fo  difficult  an  office  without  the 
aflSfbince  of  a  younger  perfon;  and  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  was  unanimoufly  nominated  vice-piefident.  A 
further  di(lin6tion  now  awaited  the  diici^^e  of  Wafhing* 
ton  ;  and  his  fervices  to  the  ftate,  his  difinterefted 
patriotifm,  and  his  abilities,  pointed  him  out  to  the  citi- 
zens as  the  only  man  fit  to  be  entmfted  with  the  impor* 
tant  commifion  of  general  and  comuiander  in  chid  of 
the  national  guaid. 

The  troops  which  bad  aflembled  on  the  Champ  *de 
Mars,  had  decamped  diuring  the  nig^t,  leaving  their  tents 
and  the  greater  part  of  their  baggage  behind  them ;  but  a 
fpeftacle  ftill  moreinterefling  to  the  citizens  foon  prefen- 
ted  itfelf : — this  was  a  deputation  of  eighty-four  of  the 
moft  diflinguirticd  members  of  the  national  aflembly, 
accompanied  by  an  irtimenfe  crowd,  who  covered  the 
itoad  fi-om  VcrlaiDes  to  the  capital,  and  loaded  them  with 
bleflings  and  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  of  prodigal 
afleftion.  On  their  arrival  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  count  Lally  Tolendal,  the  mar- 
quis Clermont  Tonnerre,  the  due  de  Laincourt,  and  the 

archbilhop 
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aithbifliop  of  Paris,  addreffed  the  people.-:— From  this 
place  they  adjourned  to  the  church  of  Notre  Dame,  where 
2>  Deum  was  liing  in  celebration  of  the  happy  and  dieerful 
return  of  peace  accompanied  with  liberty.  As  they 
returned  from  the  church,  the  acclamations  of  the  popu- 
lace were  occafionally  interrupted  by  the  expreffion  of  two 
further  demands,  the  wifh  of  leeing  their  fovereign  in 
Paris,  and  the  recal  of  the  patriotic  miniftry.  The 
deputies  returned  in  the  evening  to  Verfailles. 

Public  tranquillity,  however,  wljen  interrupted  by 
drcumftances  of  fuch  importance  as  thofe  we  have  juu: 
related^  is  not  fb  eafily  reftored.  '  It  was  natural  that  the 
people  (hoxild  be  jealous  for  their  newly  acquired  liberties, 
and  ihould  view  with  fufpicion  trania^ions  which  in  their 
intention  were  probably  innocent.  The  miniftry,  which 
had  (hewn  (hemfelves  fo  inimical  to  the  caufe  of  the 
people,  were  not  yet  difmilfed,  nor  had  the  troops  ')et 
evacuated  the  environs  of  Paris;  two  frefh  regiments  had 
arrived  at  St.  Dennis  y  a  ftrange  and  unfuccefehil  attack 
had  even  been  made  on  the  Baftille,  by  a  fegeant  and 
two  companies  of  guards;  and  a  convdy  of  flour  had 
been  Intercepted  by  the  orders  of  a  perfon  well  known. 
The  night  of  the  15th,  therefore,  was  (pent  with  the  lame 
anxiety,  and  with  the  fame  warlike  [^epai^tions,  as  the 
preceding ;  and  in  the  morning  a  f re(h  deputation  was 
lent  to  the  aflfembly,  entreating  'them  to  intereft  them- 
fclves  in  procuring  thediClniflion  of  the  mihiftrj^,  and  the 
recal  of  M.  Neckar. 

After  a  (hort  debate,  which  chiefly  refpefted  the  deco- 
ruin  of  interfering  with  the  appointments  of  the  executive 
power,  the  aflembly  Were  on  the  point  of  voting  a  (pirited 
addrefs  to  the  Idng,  which  had  been  propofed  by  Mira- 
bcau,  when  they  were  informed  that  the  Minifters  them* 
felvcs  had  anticipated  the  wi(h  of  the  affcmbly  by  giving 
in  their  reiignations.  The  fame  evening,  a  letter  from  his 
majefty  to  M.  Neckar,  inviting  him  to  return,  was  read 

G  ^  by 
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by  the  prefidcnt.  It  was  received  with  the  loudeft 
acclamations,  and  was  feconded  by  an  addrels  fr6m  the 
affembly  themfelves  to  that  upright  minifter  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  terms  of  afFeSion  and  refpea.  I'he  king  having  at 
the  fame  time  intimated  his  intention  of  vifiting  Paris  the 
following  day,  the  affembly  immediately  decreed  a  depu- 
tation to  convey  this  exliilarating  intelligence,  and  to  calm 
the  difquietude  that  prevailed  in.  the  metropolis. 

It  was  not  without  confternation  that  the  king's  deter- 
mination to  vifit  Paris  was  received  at  the  palace  of  Ver-  . 
lailies.  Thofe  who  really  loved  him  were  appreheniive 
for  his  fefety  i  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of  malverfation 
were  apprehenfive  for  themfelves.  Rumours  of  projected 
aCTaffinations  were  (pread,  and  the  leaft  confequence  that 
could  enfue  was  luppofed  to  be  the^detention  of  the 
fevereign  in  Paris.  The  king  however,  with  a  degree  (rf 
courage  and  patriotifm  which  does  honour  to  his  charafter, 
remained  immoveable  in  his  determination.  On  the 
morning  o(  the  17th  he  left  Verfailles,  in  a  plain  drefs, 
and  with  no  other  equipage  than  two  carriages  with  eight 
horfes  each  j  in  the  firfl  of  which  he  rode  himfelf— i^  part 
of  the  national  affembly,  in  their  robes,  accompanied  hini 
on  foot  *,  and  the  miUtia  of  Verfailles  compofed  his -only 
guard  till  the  proceffion  arrived  at  the  Seve,  where. they 
were  relieved  by  the  Paris  inilitia,  with  the  marquis  de  h 
Fayette  at  their  head ;  and  from  this  place  the  fuit  of  the 
monarch  amounted  to  about  20,000  men.  The  horie 
guaixfe  led  the  proceflion ;  and  thefe  Were  fpllowed  by  the 
city  ca\'alry :  fome  battalions  of  the  French  guards  and 
other  foldiers,  who  had  fought  in  defence  of  me  nation, 
lucceeded ;  then  the  different  companies  and  corporations ; 
and  M.  de  la  Fayette,  with  a  large  body  of  militia, 
brought  up  the  rear.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the 
arrivalofthe  king,  whether  from  accident  or  malevolence 
b  uncertain,  a  woman  was  fhot  by  a  muiket-ball,  from 
.  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river.   The  king  looked  pale  and 

melancholy. 
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melancliol]^  and  an  exprdfion  of  anxiety  was  even  appa*' 
rent  in  the  faces  of  the  national  aflembly.  The  progrefs 
was  remaikably flow;  and  no  fhout  was  to  be  hc^  but 
Vive  la  Nation  !  At  the  Barrieie  dcs  Conferences,  the 
king  was  met  by  M.  Bailly,  who  afted  as  mayor,  with 
the  other  magiftrates. — M.  Bailly,  on  prefenting  the  keys 
of  the  city,  addrefled  his  majefty  in  a  fhort  but  el^ant 
i^Jficch,  the  exordium  of  which  was—"  Thefe,  fir,  arc  the 
keys  which  were  prefented  to  Henry  IV.  He  came  to 
reconquer  his  people  :  it  is  our  happinefe  to  have  xecon« 
^uered  our  king.''  At  the  Pont  Neuf  the  paflage  was 
lined  with  a  numerous  train  of  artillery;  but,  in  the  true 
fpirit  of  French  gallantry,  the  mouths  and  touch-holes  of 
the  cannon  were  adorned  with  bouquets  of  flowers.  On 
their  arrival  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  king  fblemnly 
confirmed  the  ele£tion  of  M.  Bailly,  and  the  marquis  cfe 
la  Fayette;  and  on  receiving  the  complimentary  addkeflb 
of  the  mayor,  the  prefident  of  eleftors,  jcount  Lally  To- 
lendal,  &c.  he  exclaimed  with  an  air  of  pathetic  emotion, 
which  fcarcdy  allowed  him  utterance — "  My  people  may 
always  rely  upon  my  affeftion.*'  He  received  jfrom  the 
hands  of  die  mayor  the  national  codcade ;  and  when  he 
fhewcd  himfelf  at  the  window  witli  hb  badge  of  patrioiifin, 
the  joy  of  the  people  could  no  longer  be  reftiained ;  the 
fliout  of  Vive  le  roi  /  which  had  fcarcely  been  heard  in 
the  former  part.of  the  day,  filled  the  whole  atmofpheie ; 
and  ^efoundcd  from  one  extremity  of  die  city  to  the 
V  vt  1  otheir.  The  return  of  the  king  to  Verfailles  was  a  real 
'^'  "  triumph.  The  citizens,  almofl  intoxicated  with  joy, 
furrounded  his  carriage ;  his  countenance,  which  in  the 
morning  bore  th^  afpeft  of  melancholy,  was  now  dieerfiil 
and  fmiling ;  and  he  appeared  fincerely  to  partake  in  the 
general  fatis&£tion. 

The  royal  vifit  to  Paris  was  the  fignal  for  the  difperiiOA 

of  the  mihiftry.  Marfhal  Broglio  retired  to  Luxembouig  5 

madamc  Polignac,  in  the  habit  of  waitix»;-wonuu),  took 
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thevrotiteofBruilelSy  even  the  count  d'Artois,  with  his 
family,  withdrew  during  the  ililine&  of  the  night,  and 
was  foUowed  by  the  princes  of  Conde  and  Conti,  the  duke 
de  Luxembourg,  and  others  of  the  nobility.  But  of  all 
who  were  conncfted  with  the  court,  none  was  more  odious 
than  M.  Foulon,  who  bad  long  been  obnoxious  to  the 
people  for  his  iinfeeling  tyranny  and  bis  infatiable  avarice. 
This  unfortunate  peribn  had  rifen  from  a  very  low  (ituatioa 
in  Ufe  to  tlie  pofflbflion  of  immenfe  riches.  He  had  been 
commil&ry  to  the  amiy  in  the  war  of  1755^  tod  by  hif 
rapacity  and  extortions  is  faid  to  have  irretrie\^y 
dilhonoured  the  French  name  in  the  provinces  of  Ger- 
many, He  is  reported  to  have  made  a  common  boaft  ot 
his  depmved  principles. — His  favourite  maxim  was,  that 
«  that  a)untry  would  b^  beft  governed,  where  the  comr 
mon  people  fliould  be  compelled  to  feed  upon  grafsi" 
and  he  had  Y>Qa&cd^  "  that  if  ever  it  (hould  be  his  good 
fortune  to  be  minifter,  he  would  make  the  peqde  liv^ 
upon  hay.'*  On  the  ^rft  news  of  the  riots  in  Paris  he 
^  had  withdrawn  himielf  from  the  public  eye,  and  liad 
caufed  a  report  of  his  death  to  beinduftrioufly  circulated, 
and  his  funeral  had  even  been  performed  in  a  manner 
fuitable  to  his  immenfe  riches.  In  the  mean  time  he 
had  fecretly  retired  to  Very,  an  eflate  bdonging  to  M*  de 
Sartines,  where  he  was  in  hopes  of  remaining  concealed : 
but  his  clmra£ter  commanded  no  man's  afle£tion»  and  the 
generaji  unfeelii^neis  of  his  heart  left  him  without  a  friend* 
His  own  vaflals  were  the  firft  to  purfiie  and  deted  him ; 
and  on  the  zzd  of  July  he  was  brought  to  Paris  with  a 
bundle  of  |)ay  at  his  back,  in  alluiion  io  the  kinguage 
which  he  isfaidtohaveemployedin  expreffing  bis  contempt 
for  the  people.  The  committee  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville 
determined  to  fend  him  to  the  prifon  of  the  abbey  St. 
Germain,  where  he  might  be  detained  till  the  return  of 
tranquillity  (hould  afford  him  an  impartial  trial :  but  the 
immenff  orqwd  yAdch  was  aflembkd  in  the  Place  de 
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Oreve  liefifkd  this  ^ennination.  It  was  with  difficdty 
M.  fiailly  could  make  himielf  hieard,  when  he  uigsd 
with  all  the  doquence  of  humanity  the  flagifant  ii^uftice 
(tf  coixkRunng  a  citizen  to  death  without  hearing  him  in 
his  own  defence. — ^The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  took  ftill 
more  popular  ground  by  urging  the  detention  of  the 
aiffiinal,  in  the  hq^e  of  obtaining  &om  him  a  diloovery 
oi  his  accomplices.  To  this  demand  the  po{>ulace  appeared 
to  aDlent  by  their  tokens  of  applaufe:  but  the  unhappy 
Foulon,  whether  in  teftimony  of  his  innocence,  or  by  a 
mechanical  movement,  dapped  his  hands  at  the  &me  time 
in  approbation.  A  g^eral  exclamation  was  immediately 
laiied:-*— <<  They  axe  connivii^  at  his  guilt ;  they  intend  to 
{are  him*/*  He  was  immediately  feized,  and  drag^ 
under  the  fatal  latnp^iron,  which  during  the  levolutKxi 
the  populace  had  employed  a^  the  inftruntent  of  their 
vengeance.  Every  circumftance  of  horror  attended  his 
execution :  the  rope,  by  wiijch  he  was  fuipended,  broke 
twice;  and  he  was  detained  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a 
half-expiring  date,  before  a  new  one  could  be  procured. 
His  head  was  cut  offaixi  placed  upon  a  pike,  with  the 
mouth  ftufifed  with  hay,  and  was  carried  through  tlie 
fbeets  of  Paris.  This  vidim  of  popular  fury  was  feventy* 
four  years  of  j^.  ^ 

M.  Berthier,  who  had  married  the  daughter  of  MJ 
Foubn,  was  implicated  in  the  fate  of  his  father-in-law, 
and  was  perhaps  odious  to  the  people  from  the  exercife 
of  an  aibitary  and  oppreffive  employment,  that  of  inten^ 
dant  of  police.  He  had  been  (eized  at  Compiegne,  and 
one  of  the  electors,  with  four  hundred  horfe,  bad  been 
diipatched  to  condu£b  him  to  Paris,  He  alfo  was  accuf^ 
ed  of  peculation  and  extortion,  of  being  the  principal 

*  The  fqfpicious  temper  of  the  French,  more  than  any  one 
circumilance,  has  continued  to  undo  them*  The  habits  of  nnefle 
and  intrigue  which  a  defpotic  government  naturally  produces  are 
always  attended  with  habitual  uifpicion* 
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agent  in  regalating  the  movenients  of  the  camp  at  St. 
Denis,  and  of  the  ftill  more  unpopular  crime  of  Ipecu- 
latii^  in  grain,  and  contributing  to  the  general '{cardty. 
Unhappily  for  him,  he  arrived  in  Paris  the  very  evening 
in  whidi  the  populace  had  imbrued  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  hiii  relations ;  his  death  was  therefore  inevitable. 
If,  howler,  he  did  not  fuffer  innocently,  he  at  Icafl 
fuftaiqed  his  unhappy  fate  with  courage  and  dignity.  Dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  way  he  converfed  tranquilly 
with  M.  Riviere,  the  ele&or  who  accompanied  him. 
When  he  entered  the  city,  however,  the  bloody  head  of 
his  &ther-in-law  was  prefented  to  him,  and  at  this  dvead- 
tul  fight  be  is  (aid  to  have  turned'  pale,  and  have  loft  his 
fortitude.  When  interrogated  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  as 
to  his  conduct,  he  anfwered  calmly :  **  That  he  had 
obeyed  the  orders  of  his  fuperiors,  and  that  the  inipe6bion 
of  lus  papers  woxild  inflrud  them  as  to  the  extent  of  his 
guilt/'  It  was  determined  to  lend  him  immediately,  to 
the  Abbey  5  but  it  was  itnpoflible  to  penetrate  the  con- 
courle  of  people  that  furrounded  the  Hotel.  It  was  in 
vain  that  M.  Bailly  oppofed  his  utmofl  eloquence  to  the 
iury  of  the  multitude ;  in  vain  the  commander  in  chief 
proflrated  himfelf  on  his  knees  to  entreat  the  popular 
cauie  (hould  no  more  be  defiled  with  blood.  Numerous 
as  this  efcort  was,  they  were  foon  dilperfed,  and  he  was 
dragged  to  the  fatal  lamp-iron,  where  a  new  cord  was 
already  prepared  for  him.  His  de^r  inipired  him  with  - 
new  courage;  and  fnatching  a  bayonet  out  of  the  hands  of 
one  of  the  guards,  he  attempted  to  defend  himfelf,  if 
not  from  death,  at  leaft  from  ignominy.—  He  fell  pierced 
with  inumerable  wounds. — A  monfler  of  inhumanity,  a 
dragoon,  plui^ged  bis  hands  into  h's  reeking  in  trails,  and, 
tearing  out  his  heart,  and  fixing  it  on  the  point  of  his  cut- 
iafs,  earned  it  about  as  a  tropliy  through  the  flreets.  The 
head  was  alio  cut  oif,  aad  carried  about  with  that  of  M- 
Foulon. 
■      ^       '  It 
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It  is  laid  that  tlie  dragoon,  who  in  this  farutal  manner 
tore  out  the  heart  of  M.  Berthier,  did  it  in  revenge  for 
the  death  of  a  fiather :  be  that  as  it  may,,  his  comradeii 
were  io  completely  dialled  with  the  barbarity  of  the 
aftion,  that  tliey  detennined  to6ght  himfucceffively  till  by 
his  death  they  had  removed  the  difhonoqr  it  had  fixed 
i^n  their  corps.  He  iovi^t,  and  was  killed  the  iame 
evening. 

To  apologize  for  (uch  an  aftion  would  be  in  fome 
d^;ree  to  partake  of  the  aiminality.  Wretched  is  the- 
&te,of  that  nation  which  is  obliged  to  employ  the  agency 
of  a  mob  to  counterad  the  ufiirpation  of  tyranny.  If, 
however,  we  candidly  confider  the  grievances  and  oppellions 
under  which  the  people  of  France  had  for  centuries  lan^ 
guifhed ;  if  we  confider  the  licentioulhefs  inherent  in  the 
canaille  of  a  pc^ulous  city,  aiKl  how  prone  Iniman  nattue 
is  to  the  abufe  of  power;  if  we  recolleft  the  individual 
provocations  and  j^juries^  which  men  fufier  from  peribns 
big^  in  office  under  an  ^bitniry  government,  the  atrocity 
will  at  leaft  be  explained  if  not  extenuated.  In*  juftice 
aUb  to  the  iniuigents  of  Paris,  it  mull  be  recorded,  that 
while,  under  the  miflaken  fentiment  of  revenging  the  op« 
preflions  of  their  government,  they  involved  themfelvei 
in  the  guilt  of  murder,  they  wre  ftill  fuperior  to  fuch  a 
aime  ^  theft.  The  bodies  of  the  marquis  de  Launay  and 
of  the  major  of  the  Baftille  lay  expofed  in  the  Place  de 
Greve  for  a  number  of  hours,  and  neither  their  watches 
or  any  one  of  their  valuables  were  even  touched  by  the 
mob ;  and  when  M.  Foulon  was  maiiacred,  his  pockets 
were  full  of  money  and  bank-notes  which  were  taken 
carefully  out  by  fome  of  the  multitude,  and  depofiC 
before  the  committee  on  the  table  of  the  Hotel  deViDe, 
On  what  foundation  we  cannot  pretend  to  fay,  but  it  has 
been  advanced  by  the  popular  party,  that  with  refpeft  to 
M  M.  Foulon  aixi  Berthier,  the  people  were  made  the- 
blind  infh:umcntS'of  private  enmity,  or  of  their  aocom- 
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pliccs  tliemfclves ;  who  probafeiy  faw  no  other  means'  o 
ocmcealingtheatrocioufne&ot  their  own  onidudt  from 
public  enquiry.  From  the  windows  of  the  Hotel  deVille 
a  number  of  pcrfons  of  fuperior  appearance  wete  oWerved 
exciting  the  populace  to  outrage,  am}  who  appeared  to 
be  the  msun  fping  of  all  their  motions.  Tbde  could 
fearcely  be  fiends  to  the  popular  aojky  ikice  nothing 
could  involve^  it  in  fuch  dil^ace  as  the  perpetr^icHi  erf 
thele  barbarities. 

This  day  of  horror  and  of  blood  filled  indeed  evei^ 
good  citizen  with  difguft  and  apprehenfion ;  tliey  tremble4 
left  they  (hould  have  only  one  tyranny  for  another,  and 
condemned  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  thele  guefts  of  inhuma- 
nity, thcfe  Woody  profcriptions,  thde  outr^es  againft 
pubfic  juftice.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  in  particular 
was  fo  much  exaCperated  by  this  contempt  of  all  autho- 
rity, that  he  determined  at  once  to  idign  his  cffice  as 
commander  in  cliief :  happily,  the  eloquence  of  M. 
Bailly  had  ftifEcient  influence  to  prevail  with  hiin  to 
refume  it. 

The  example  of  the  capital  gave  the  fignal  (of  revolt  in 
all  the  provinces;  and  it  was  no  fooner  promulgated  that 
it  confpiracy  bad  been  formed  againft  the  liberties  of  the 
nation,  than  all  the  citizens  became  foldiers,  and  all  the 
foldier?  citizens. 

At  Renncs,  the  capital  of  Britany,  the  young  men 
took  up  arms  about  the  20th  of  July,  (eized  theaiienal, 
and  the  principal  pofts,  and  r^Ied  at  once  the  ftandatd  cf 
liberty.  The  count  de  Lai^eron,  who  comnmnded 
there,  marched  out  againft  them,  at  the  liead  of  the 
regiment  d'Artois  and  Lorraine,  and  the  dragoons 
d' Orleans :  but  the  foldiers  were  no  fooner  drawn  up  in 
oid.r  ot  battle  than  they  unanimoufly  (houted  Vive  la 
nation  !  Eight  hundred  immediately  joined  the  patriotic 
ftandard,  and  the  reft  returned  to  their  baniicks,  after 
having  t^en  a  fblcmn  oath  not  to  ftain  theii*  hands  in 
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he  blood 'ot  their  (diow  citizens*  In  ihe  mean  time  the 
principsd  people  being  aflen^led  at  the  Hotd  de  ViU^ 
they  decPKd  the  (uipenfion  of  all  levies  and  contributions 
on  the 'part  of  the  king  or  the  feiidal  lords ;  deputations 
were  fcnt  to  every  town  in  Britany ;  the  whole  provinos 
was  pfefently  in  arms  to  (upport  the  public  caule;  and  all 
dedared  thMifelvcs  ready  to  march,  if  n^cefiary,  to  the 
relief  of  the  national  aflemUy,  The  commanding 
officer,  finding  all  his  efforts  in  vain,  retired  from  tlie 
province. 

At  St.  Malo,  the  yoOnger  citizens  determined  to  form 
two  divifions,  one  of  horfe,  and  the  other  of  foot,  and 
to  proceed  immediately  to  the  national  aflembly,  and 
participate  with  them  the  danger  or  the  gloiy  of  &ving 
their  cotmtry.  As  they  were  without  artillery,  their  firft 
ilep  was  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  city  fort,  and  that  of 
the  Chateau  Neuf,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fupply  of  arms 
and  ammumtion.  The  commandant  reinforced  each  of 
the  ferttefles,  but  in  vain;  the  foldiers  declared  they 
would  not  a£t,  and  the  citizens  by  Ibme  ftratagem  got 
po&flion  of  the  keys.  It  is  pkaiing  to  add,  that  they 
made  the  happidl  ufe  of  their  fucc^;  they  refifted  the 
levengefijd  impu'ie  which  wouW  lead  them  to  punilh  the 
obftiiiacy  dF  the  king's  lieutenant,  and  refpefted  human 
life  even  in  an  enetny. 

The  city  of  fioxirdeaux  has  been  always  diftinguifhed 
by  its  attachment  to  liberty.  On  the  fatal  night  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  the  chief  magiftrate  of  this  city  was 
aniong  the  few  who  contended  for  the  rights  of  humanity 
in  oppofition  to  the  blind  didbites  of  ftnaticifm.  On  the 
prefent  occaiion,  the  members  of  the  parliament  enrolled 
themfelves  voluntarily  in  the  city  militia,  and  mounted 
guard  along  with  the  other  inhabitants ;  and  the  governor 
of  the  caftle,  animated  by  a  fimilar  (pirit,  prefented  the 
keys  to  a  deputation  of  citizem.  A  flatue  of  M: 
Nedcar  was  elevated  on  a  pedcftal  haflily  ereded  for  the 
purpofe^  and  was  crowned  with  a  garland  of  laurel; 
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The  duke  de  J^iancourt  fucceeded  the  ardibifiiop  of 
Vienne  as  prefident  of  the  national  a^mbly.  One  of 
the  firfi:  .circumftances  which  fignalized  his  prefidencjr, 
was  the  permifSon  which  was  granted  by  the  king  to  the 
French  guards  to  enrol  themfelves  among  tlie  national 
militia:  in  the  mean  time,  addreiles  e:^ffive  of  the 
higheft  degree  of  patriotifm  and  confidence,  (xnited  in 
upon  the  aifembly  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
there  appeared  no  viQble  obftmftion  to  the  confummation 
of  its  patriotic  labours. 

The  tafk^  however,  was  not  quite  fo  eafy  as  at  firft 
fight  we  might  be  difpofed  to  conclude:  befules  the 
enmity  of  thofe  who  fubfifted  by  the  corruptions  of  the 
Jbrmer  government,  the  aflembly  had  to  contend  with 
other  difficulties,  and  the  approach  of  femine  was  not  the 
leafl  calamity  with  which  the  nation  was  threatened. 

The  hafly  exile  of  M.  Neckar  had  fruftrated  the  plans 
which  he  had  laid  for  the  acauifition  of  lubliftence.  An 
actual  fcarcity  took  place;  tlie  gram^ries  and  ma^udnes 
were  pillaged;  and  bands  of  ruffians  were  difperled  over 
the  country,  and  increafed  the  fcarcity  by  their  defperate 
ravages,  the  enemies  of  the  revolution  took  advantage  of 
this  ftate  of  things,  to  difturb  and  a^tate  the  popular 
mind  by  alarming  reports.  It  was  even  believed  that 
they  monopolized  the  grain  themfelves,  in  order  to  cafl 
an  odium  on  their  oppofers.  Among  the  riots  excited 
upon  thefe  occalions  none  ^yere  more  disgraceful  than  thofe 
at  St.Germain  and  Poiily ;  to  the  latter  of  which  a  depu- 
tation was  fent  from  the  national  ai^mbly,  with  the 
humane  bi(hop  of  Chartres  at  their  head.  They  arrived 
juft  time  enough  to  fave  an  innocent  perfon  of  the  name 
of  Thomaffin^  though  tl^e  &tal  cord  was  already  round 
his  neck. 

Thefe  proceedings,  joined  with  the  affair  of  M.  Foulon, 
determined  the  aflembly  on  the  23d  of  July  to  publifh 
^  proclamation,  bviting  all  good  citizens  to  the  mainte* 
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anoe  o£  order  and  governmenti  and  dedaring  that  to 
ry  and  puxulh  for  ^  crimes  of  kze-nafian  was  the  fok 
Titrog^dve  of  the  aflembly,  till,  by  the  ^onflitution 
jvhkrh  it  was  about  to  eftablifh  a  r^dar  tribunal  fhodd 
be  inftituted  for  the  punifliment  of  fuch  offences. 

On  the  25th  the  aflembly  was  thrown  into  the  utmofl: 
a)Dfl)ernation  by  the  report  of  M.  PuneUe,  one  of  the 
deputies  of  Franche-Comte,  who  related  that  M.  de  Me(- 
may,  a  councellor  to  the  parliament  of  Befancon  and 
lord  of  Quincey,  had  invited  the  people  of  his  neighbour- 
hood, and  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  of  Vefoul,  to  cele- 
brate, a^  his  caftle  of  Quinccy,  the  happy  union  of  the 
three  oiders  of  the  (late.  The  entertainment  was  fiunpr 
tuous,  afid  the  bed  wines  were  diftributed  with  a  liboal 
hand ;  but  amidft  this  (cene  of  feftivity  the  company 
were  at  once  diiperfed  by  a  dreadful  emotion  of  gun- 
powder, and  fome  perlons  were  even  killed  upon  the 
(pot. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  horror  and  indignation  which 
fuch  a  lepidentation  muft  infpire.  The  preiident  of  the 
aflembly  was  inftandy  directed  to  wait  upon  the  kii^  to 
requeft  that  the  tranfadion  might  be  immediately  enqui- 
red into;  and  he  was  further  requefled  to  give  orders-  to 
his  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  to  claim  any  of  the  parties 
who  mig^t  hstve  taken  refuge  in  foreign  countries. 

Itivas  fome  time  before  the  matter  could  be  invefti- 
gated,  mx  has  it  ever  been  cleared  up  to  geneial  fati^-  ' 
tion.  The  befl  account  that  has  been  given  of  it  is,  that 
three  drunken  fokliers  having  gone  to  fleep  m  the  pa^on, 
and  havii^  procured  a  light,  a  barrel  of  gun-powder, 
which  was  kept  there,  accidentally  difplo^,  and  the 
ioldiers,  and  they  only,  fell  the  viftims  of  their  indifottion. 
Unfounded,  however,  as  thefe  reports  comceming  M. 
Melmay  may  appear,  to  have  been,  their  effedb  were 
more  or  Ids  felt  by  all  the  nobility  of  France.  Tlit  popu- 
^e  of' the  neighbourhood  would  have  immediateLj  pulled 

(^pwn 
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dovm  the  baftle  of  Ouinceyj  but  weoe  prcveofeed  bj  || 
militia  and  citizem  ^fidancon.  In  other  fdaoss,  as  foa 
as  die  report  was  received,  riots  wereexdted,  iorae  caftt 
vreit  raniadLed,  and  two  or  three  gentlemen  of  impmaxk 
able  charadters  loft  their  lives. 

In  this  period  of  general  dillruft,  we  cannot  wonder 
that  even  circumftances,  trifling  in  themfelves,  ihoiild 
produce  new  troubles.  Tlie  baron  de  Caftelnau,  refident 
in  France  from  Geneva,  was  arretted  on  the  Pont  Rojai^ 
and  the  moment  he  was  arrefted  he  tore  in  pieces  a  letter; 
but  the  fragments  were  carefully  coUefkd,  and^trankziitted, 
with  three  other  open  letters  found  upon  him^  by  M. 
Bailly  to  the  duke  de  Laincourt.     When  the  packet 
arrived  there  ¥^e  but  few  members  in  the  hall,  and  the 
dblicacyof  the  prelident  would  not  pefmit  him  to  keep 
jCfpcn  letters  ia  his  pofleflion.     Confid^ii^  alfo  that  the 
aflembly  was  invefl^  with  no  executive  power,  hevtbougfat 
it  his  duty  to  fend  back  the  packet  to  M.  Bailly,  not 
doubtmg  but  it  would  be  produced  when  called  for.    A 
long  and  not  unimportant  difcuffion  of  this  bufincis 
enfued.     On  the  one  fide,  it  was  propofed  by  the  count 
de  Chatenita,  M.  Reubel,  and  others,  <<  that  all  intercep- 
ted letters  Ihould  be  depofited  in  a  certain  place  fi>r  the 
inipedtion  of  the  committee  of  the  aflembly;  and  that 
the  papers  found  in  the  fiaftille  (hould  be  coUedted,  in 
ordCT  to  fomi  a  hiftory  of  the  aimes  of  the  old  government, 
which  woukl  (erve  as  a  kind  of  pre&ce  to  the  cosltitu* 
tion/*     On  the  other  hand,  it  was  urged  by  M.  Camus, 
"  That  all  the  inftmdtions  of  their  conftituents  had  confe- 
crated  the  inviolability  of  private  conrefpondence;  that  the 
national  aflembly  ought  not  to  let  the  example  of  a.bieach 
of  public  faith ;  and  that  the  only  exception  ought  to 
regard  the  correfpondence  or  thofe  pafons  who  are  aamlly 
in  the  hands  of  juftice." — 1  hit  bilhop  of  Langres  obfer- 
ved,  **  that  all  ag^  had  applauded  the  generofity  of  pom- 
pev  who  committed  to  the  flames  the  letters  which  the 

fenators 
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Datorshad  addrefled  to  Sertonus."  M.  Duport  reinarkfid 
that  the  advantages  weic  dubious,  aixi  the  ^suagec 
lanifeft;  that  the  moft  virtuous  citizen,  and  the  greateft 
I  men,  M  Tuigot,  had  been  ruined  by  a  fiditious 
xitTpondeiioe."  The  ailembly,  much  to  its  honour, 
taccA,  that  in  fucha  cafe  theiewasno  roona  for  debate* 
bus  U]€  iaiK^ty  of  private  correfpondence  was  held 
nriolatc  ^  and  in  the  naidfl  oi  trcafons  and  confpiiacies, 
ifaDe  the  national  afiembly  was  engaged  in  the  mat 
Drk  of  eftaUifhing  liberty,  it  decided  itf^  abovo 
npbyii^  or  unitating  any  of  the  difgracehil  refourcesof 
fianny. 

Among  the  alarms  and  reports  to  which  the  uniettled 
ate  oi  Fiance  at  this  time  gave  rife,  a  very  fomiidable 
unoi0  was  circulated.  That  the  court  of  Loi^osi  was 
ipofed  to  take  advantage  of  the  troubles  pf  the, nation : 
Hit  the  Englifli  fleets  in  both  Indies  had  already  com* 
lenced  the  attack  ^  and  that  St.  Domingo  and  Pon^ 
ystry  weie  already  atncmg  the  number  of  their  conqueftft. 
D  injunoos  a  calumny  could  not  be  overkx)ked  by  the 
nbaiiador  of  Great  Britain.  He  wrote  immediately  to 
le  minifier,  the  count  de  Montmorin»  diickuming  on 
)e  part  of  lus  court  every  hc^e  intention,  and,  in  cor- 
)boiatioa  of  his  aflerticm,  appeating  to  his  lecoUedtion^ 
at  in  the  b^nnii^  of  June  a  pk)t  had  been  concerted 
r  (azing  the  port  (^  Breft,  by  certain  peribns  who 
aimed  the  countenance  and  protedion  of  Great  Britain ; 
lit  that  the  piepoial  had  been  rejeded  with  redignation 
IT  the  So^^ifh  GA)inet,  and  that  he  (the  duke  ot  Dorfet) 
k1  immraiately  apprifed  the  French  minifby  of  the 
mger. 

The  kCter  of  the  ambaflador  \^t%  read  in  the  aflembly^ 
id  conamunicated  to  the  people  of  Paris,  fufficiently 
lieted  every  apprehmfion  concerning  the  interference 

Gmt  Britain ;  and  to  prevent  in  future  tbe  intenup- 
3Q  «f  the  national  buCne^   a  committee  of  twelve 

members 
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members  was  immediately  appointed  to  take  cogntza^ 
of  every  leport  (X  information  which  reipeded  the  put 
fafety. 

The  confequencesof  the  Duke  of  Dorfet's  letter  w 
more  ferious  in  the  province  of  Britany.  The  plot  wh 
he  had  mentioned  againft  Bred  was  immediately  laid 
the  charge  of  the  nobility;  and  the  enemies  of  Ibmd 
that  body,  who  had  (hewn  themfelves  adverle  to  the  rei 
hition.  induftrioufly  reprefented  them  to  the  people  as  | 
criminals.  Several  were  arrefted,  and  confined  in  I 
caftles  of  Nantes  and  St,  Malo.  The  nobility  of  I 
province  appealed  to  the  juilice  of  the  national  z£Bcm\\ 
and  entreateid  that  the  duke  of  Dorfet  might  be  requ<| 
ed  to  give  moit  precife  documents,  that  the  criminaj 
n^ht  no  longer  be  extended  to  aU  the  ancient  (amilie^ 
a  refpe£lable  quaiter  of  the  .kingdom*  but  might  att^ 
to  thofe  only  who  were  really  concerted.  The  aflem 
Ttfened  the  inveftigation  to  the  exetuthre  power ;  \ 
declared  at  the  iame*time  their  opinion,  that  the  evklei 
appeared  fb  vague  and  indiredt,  that  the  gentlemen  ou^ 
to  be  liberated.  ,     i 

•  A  letter  from  M..  Neckar,  in  anfwer  to  the  req^fitj 
of  the  aflembly,  wafe  received  on  the  117  th  of  JiJy.  | 
was  dated  Ba(U,  and  was  expredive  of  hia  gratitude  d 
devotion  to  their  commands.  Pofterity  wiU  legard  i^ 
an  incident  more  re(embling/the  vifion^  of  romance  tl 
the  occurrences  of  real  life,  'that  thefirft  intimation 
received  of  the  revolution  was  from  the  mouth  ot 
duchefe  de  Polignac,  his  bittereft  enemy.  M.  Ncc 
had  quitted  Bruflels  in  the  (^termination  of  retiring  fr 
public  life,  and  forgetting  his  difgrace  and  his  unfucce£ 
labours  in  the  peaceful  retirement  of  his  eftate  in  I 
vicinity  rf  Geneva.  In  his  way  thither,  he  afrivec] 
Bafil  accidentally  at  the  very  moment  when  mad^ 
Poli^ac,  ih  her  precipitate  fl^ht,  flopped  at  that  d 
We  way  eafily  conceive  bis  mrpiiie  when,  an  interv] 
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was  requefted  by  that  lady ;  but  it.  muft  have  been  ftiU 
greater,  when  (he  slcquainted  him  with  the  amazing  rercf- 
lution  of  which  his  exile  had  been  the  proximate  occaiion. 
Notwithftanding  the  remonft ranees  of  his  friends,  he  deter* 
mined,  without  hefitatibn,  to  relume  his  office.-^"  I 
would  rather,**  lidd  he,  **  expofe  myfelf  to  danger  than 
to  remorfe/*  He  waited  at  Bafil  titt  he  received  the 
orders  of  the  king,  and  then  followed  inimediately  tho 
courier  who  announced  his  approach. 

As  he  pafTed  through  Villenaux,  on  the  road  from 
Nogent  to  Verfiiilles,  he  was  informed  that  the  baron  de 
Bezenval,  commandant  of  the  Swifs  guards,  who  had 
adted  under  marfhal  Brc^lio,  was  arrefted  by  the  militia 
of  that  place,  and  that  his  life  was  in  danger.  The 
humanity  of  M.  Neckar  was  immediately  intercfted,  and 
he  wrote  m  his  carri^e  the  foDowing  (hort  note  to  the 
mtmicipal  officers  of  Villenaux. 

*'  I  know  to  a  certainty,  gentlemen,  that  the  baron  dc 
Bezenval,  who  has  been  arrefled  by  the  militja  of  ViUe- 
naux^  had  the  king's  permiiSon  to  return  to  Switzerland, 
hb  own  country.  I  entreat,  gentlemen,  that  you  will 
rcQxd  this  permifEon,  of  which  I  am  your  guarantee,  and 
I  ihall  coniider  myfelf  as  under  a  particular  ob^gation. 
Every  motive  that  impels  a  feeling  mind  impels  me  to 
make  this  requefl,  &c.  * 

Preffing  as  was  this  requifition,  it  was  not  complied 
with,  as  the  municipal  officers  determined,  that  before  the 
baron  (hould  be  releafed,  it  was  proper  to  confu^t  the 
permanent  cqjnmittce  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville* 

The  paflage  of  M,  Neckar  through  France  was  more 
gratifying  to  the  human  feelings  than  die  moft  diilm- 
guifhed  triumph  of  the  mofl:  celebrated  conqueror.  He 
was  followed  by  the  acclamations,  not  of  fervile  multi- 
tudes, but  of  a  free  people ;  who  faluted  him  not  as  their 
governor,  but  a^  their  deliverer,  their  father,  their  tutelar 
genius,    In  Paris  the  news  of  his'arrival  was  celebrated 

^        like 
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like  that  of  a  fplendid  victory  ^  and  the  exultation  vififaJe 
in  every  countenance  evinced,  that  every  Frenchman  oon- 
fidefed  the  republic  as  in  ikiety  when  committed  to  his 
care. ,  On  the  89th  of  July,  the  day  after  his  return,  he 
lepaired  to  the  national  aflembly,  to  render  his  refpeds 
to  that  ai^uft  body.  He  was  mtrodixxd  by  four  gen- 
tlemen ufhers,  and  eveiy  mark  of  attention  and  refpedl 
was  paid  to  this  martyr  to  the  public  caufe  ;  this  mioiiler, 
who  taught  the  fovereign  to  refped  the  rights  of  tlie  peo* 
picy  and  who  inffaudted  the  multitude  in  their  dut]^  to, 
the  throne.  The  president  complimented  him  on  his 
arrival  in  a  very  elegaijf  addrefs,  which,  in  honour  both  to 
the  fpeaker  and  the^minifter,  was  direded  to  be  printed. 

Even  thefe  teftimonies  of  efleem,  however,  appear  little" 
when  compared  with  the  fplendour  of  his  reception  in 
Paris ;  that  city,  which  fo  much  exceeded  the  rd[l  of  the 
kingdom  in  wealth,  population,  and  magnificence,  ex- 
ceeded every  other  part  in  its  zeal  for  liberty,  and  ks  joy 
ODv  the  refloration  of  its  favourite  miniflber.  On  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  the  day  he  had  appointed  for  vifit- 
ing  the  metropolis,  numerous  detachments  of  in&ntry 
and  cavalry  were  ftationed  on  the  road  to  Verfailles  to 
meet  him.  He  arrived  in  a  coach  and  four,  witi;  M. 
St.  Priefl:  hiscdleague,  who  had  participated  in  his  prin- 
ciples, and  in  his  difgrace.  At  half  paft  twelve  they 
reached  the  Hotel  de  ViUc,  amidft  the  acdamatioos  of 
thouiands. — M.  Bailly  and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
with  the  repreientatives  of  the  cmnmune,  lecdved  him  in 
the  great  hall;  where  he  was  complimented  by  M. 
Bailly  in  a  drain  of  eloquence  in  which  dignity  was  hap^ 
pily  blended  with  fimplicity.  The  fpeech  of  M*  Neckar, 
in  reply,  was  di{ting^i(hed  by  that  pathetic  fweetnels  gf 
exprelTion  which  marks  all  his  compofitions.  He 
exprefled  his  gratitude  in  modeft  terms,  and  informed 
them  that  the  king  had  received  him  in  the  kindeft 
mannier,  andafTurfd  him  of  his  entire  confidence.     He 

oblervec^. 
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td^^rvedy  however,  that  the  whok  wel&re  of  theilate 
was  now  placed  in  their  hands,  and  in  thofe  of  the 
\)ational  afietnbly;  irom  this  ciraUnftaDce  he  took 
occafion  moft  earneftly  to  recommend  the  ie-«flabli(h* 
nomt  of  Older  and  government  He  entreated  theiti,  in 
the  name  of  Heaven,  that  the  world  ihould  hear  no  moie 
of  pToicriptions  1  no  more  of  fuch bloody  fcenesas  had  fo 
lately  been  a^ed.     From  this  topic  he  pafled  to  the 

,  baton  de  Bezenval,  to  whofe  merits,  in  his  ftation,  he 
bore  honourable  teftimony;  and  entreated,  in  the  moft 
per&afive  tenns,  that  he  mkht  be  fet  at  liberty.  He 
even  went  further,  and  infi&donag!Bneralamnefty,as 

*the  only  meaiure  confiftent  with  their  honour,  and  with 
the  reftmtion  pf  liberty.    The  enthufiafhi  of  humanity  ^ 
communicated  ^tielf  from  the  orator  to  the  auditors,  and 

Uy  of  the  dehors  of  Paris. 

That  the  aflembly  of  eledois  in  this  inftance  tianf* 
^xStA  the  powers  vefted  in  them  cannot  be  doubted  ^ 
and  unfixtunatdy  too  many  were  mterefted  both  in  the 
i«)eal  of  the  amnefty,  and  in  lowering  theconiequenoe 
ottiie  deftive  body,  to  pmnit  fuch  an  aft  to  pa&  with* 
out  animadi%rfion«  It  was  icarcdy  made  known  bcfixe 
the  fixty  difbids  of  Paris  were  in  the  moft  vbknt 
i^jkation*  They  exdaimed,  that  the  de&ors  ddegated 
for  the  fbk  purpofe  of  chooiii^  deputies  to  the  fiates- 
general,  hadafiumed  pew  powers,  and  cookl  only  have  in 
Slew  the  perpetuating  of  their  own  authority.  They  had 
indeed)  during  the  moments  of  popular  confuhon,  lub- 
milted  to  the  orders  d  this  body,  becaufe  fixne  aftive  and 
4ure&i!]g  prind^e  was  then  wanting ;  but  the  preient 
flep  they  confidered  as  trenching  on  the  authority  of  the 
national  a&mbly,  without  precedent,  without  excufe. 
Theenmues  of  the  minifier  eagerly  grafped  the  oppc^- 
iunky  to-  le0en  him  m  the  public  efteem.  They 
]n(inuated,'that  he  would  facrifice  the  public  wd&ie  fo 

H  •    his 
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his  own  ambition ;  and  that  he  wilhed  to  fave  the  baron 
de  Bezenvai,  only  from  a  convi6tion  that  it  would'rendcr 
him  particularly  agreeable  to  the  court ;  that  the  whol^ 
•of  the  confpirators  would  fpecdily  return  in  triumph^ 
ihfolendy  to  brave  the  refentment  of  the  nation,  and  to 
vent  their  cruelty  on  the  defenders  of  liberty.  Thefc 
injurious  infinuutions  were  unhappily  too  favouraWy 
received;  the  alarm-bells  were  founded,  the  place  de 
Greve  re-echoed  with  frightful  menaces,  even  at  the  prc- 
cife  time  -when  at  the  Palais  Royal  the  return  of  M. 
Neckar  was  celebrated  with  concerts  and  illmiiinations. 
The  eleftors,  alarmed,  immediately  iffued  a  proclamation 
cjcplanatory  of  their  former  refolutions,  which,  they 
aiierted,  implied  no  aflumption  of  judicial  authority  to 
condemn  or  acquit  the  enemies  of  the  nation ;  but  was 
to  be  undorilood  (imply  as  a  declaration  that  the  citizens 
from  that  day  would  punifh  no  man  but  according  to 
law.  They  difpatched  meflengers  at  the  &me  time  to 
prevent  the  liberation  of  Bezenvai;  and  clofed  all  by  a 
formal  renunciation  of  the  powers  which,  they  (aid,  on|y 
the  necefQtiesof  the  times  had  compelled  them  to  afliime. 

Thefe  &6b  were  no  fooner  communicated  tg  the 
national  aflembly,  than  they  produced  an  interefting  and 
important  debate  among  the  friends  of  liberty.  Some, 
in  particular  Mefl.  Lally  Tolendal,  Mounier,  Clermont 
Tonnerrc,  and  Garat  the  younger,  fupported  the  (acred 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  that  no  perfon  ought  to  be 
arrefted  without  a  pofitive  accufation.  '<  Let  us  not  be 
told,"  (aid  thev,  "  of  the  popular  clamours;  if  a  mere 
fufpicion  be  called  a  popular  damour,  what  citizen  can 
be  a(rured  for  a  moment  of  that  liberty  we  are  (eated  here 
toproteft*?" 

M.  Glezien,  Robefpierre,  Mirabeau,  and  Bamavc 
replied.  That  the  prefent  queftion  was  not  relative  to  the 

♦  It  would  have  been  happy  for  France  if  theft  fcntimcnts 
had  prevailed. 

general 
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general  principles  of  civil  liberty;  that  the  people  had  a 
ri^t  to  arrefl  a  man  who  hid  publi^y  app«u:td  at  the 
the  head  of  their  enemies,  and  who  fled  the  kii^dom  at 
the  inftant  when  the  alfembly  announced  its  intention  of 
profecuting  the  enemies  of  the  nation.  M.  Bezenval, 
they  uiged,  is  accufed  by  the  Voice  of  the  public ,  if  he 
b  innocent,  let  him  be  acquitted ;  if  he  is  .guilty,  kt  him 
be  punilhoL  The  object  at  prefent  is  to  probve  him 
from  the  fuiy  of  the  multitude,  to  declare  him  under  the 
iafeguaid  ot  the  law.  A  l^al  prolecution  only  can 
prevent  popu]^  outrage. 

The  debate  concluded  in  a  re(dution,  ^'  a^^roying  of 
the  explanation  which  the  eleftors  had  given  of  £eir 
decree ;  adding,  that  if  a  generous  nation  prohibited 
proicriptioni  it  was  dill  the  duty  of  the  reprefentatives  to 
takecaie  that  jufticethould  be  duly  executed;  and  that, 
as  to  the  peribn  of  the  baron  de  Bez^nVal,  it  was  to 
remain  in  feveie  cuftody  near  the  place  where  he  wa^ 
arrefted,  he  being  firom  that  time  under  the  faf^qard  q£ 
thelaw.'' 

M.  de  Bezenval  had  been  iti  the  mean  time  condudted 
to  Brie-Comte-Robert,  where  he  was  committed  to  the 
caille,  which  was  put  in  a  pofhire  of  defence.  It  was 
fortunate  for  him,  that  the  courier  difpatched  by  the 
ailembly  to  prevent  his  beii^  brought  to  Paris  ufcd 
extraorainary  dilligence.  Thirty  thouland  delperadoes 
waited  for  him  at  the  Greve,  where  a  gallows  and  rope 
were  made  ready  3,  and  every  thing  announced  the  renewd 
of  the  horrid  fcenes  which  had  lo  lately  been  afted. 

Had  he  indeed  entered  the  city,  no  human  power  could 
have  ^ved  him. 

The  affeir  of  M.  de  Bezenval  was  not  t^ie  only  cihrum- 
fiance  which  at  this  tumultuous  period  outraged  ^  the 
fenfibility,  and  interrupted  the  proceedings  of  the  national 
aflembly.  At  St.  Denius,  near  Paris,  a  moft  horrid 
mur^  vm  committed.    The  fieur  CbsU:el,  Ueutenant 

Ha  to 
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to  the  nuiycM:,  w^  cbaigjed  with  the  difbibution  d  cofH ; 
and  tb^  bread  which  the  bakers  offered  for  i^le  not 
pxmqg  agreeable  to  the  mob,  a  riot  was  excited.  The 
periboal  eaenues  of  M.  Chatel,  and  others  (ufpeded  of 
bei^g  diiaffe&ed  to  the  new  order  of  things,  affiduoolty 
mingled  in  the  inob^^  After  a  vigorous  defence^  this 
vn&rtunale  gentlennan  efcaped  to  the  beUry  of  the  col- 
late duirchs  but  was  discovered  by  a  child,  and 
purfved  inr^medi^ely  by  the  multitude.  There  the 
uvages  ki^nii^  the  bell-ropes  round  his  neck>  and 
drawing  them  difl^ent  ways,  inlmmanly  ftraogpedhim; 
and  w^t  addi  to  the  atrociodbefe  of  the  crime  is,  &at 
be  vf^  a  gentleman  of  known  worth,  and  of  great 
humanity  i  a  friend  of  Uberty>  and  a  patron  of  thepo(M:. 
It  i&  iopie  time  before  a  people  can  leam  to  be  free. 
At  Cw\  in  Nonnandy,  difturbances  fimilar  to  thefe  in 
Bans  tool{;place  in  a  few  days  after  the  levolutien.  The 
(ircumfbncie  which  ^sve  liie  to  thofe  fatal  ^ilfi  is  ftid  to 
bea»  fbUows :  Some  loUUers  of  tbei^jment  d' Artojaame 
either  by  accident  or  on  bufinefs  to  Caen,  aod  weie 
decorated  with  medals,  ^  the  honoumble  mfuta  of  dieir 
devotioii  to  the  carafe  cl  liberty  and  theircountry.  Thde 
patriotic  i<ddiers,  who  vittc  unarmed,  were  int^ted  by 
fcme^  dn^oons  of  the  legbnent  cf  Bourbon,  who,  after 
iinunequal  though  Uoocty  combat,  roU)ed  them  cl  Uieii 
medals.  The  wounded  men  complained  to  the  cittaens ; 
and  the  cnarquis  de  Belzune;  who  was  maj<v  of  the 
dragoons^  wafi  accufed  of  having  recited  his  ibldiefs  to 
this  atrocious  conduA.  The  people  immeduitdy  had 
recourfe  to  their  amos  i  the  municipied  officers,  as  w^  as 
thofe  of  the  raiment,  exerted  themfelves  to  pEevent  the 
efFufionofbkx^  M.  dc  Belzune  protefted  his  inno- 
cena,  and  offered  to  appear  at  the  Hotd  de  ViUe,  wbeic 
he  woidd  sender  them  the  moft  convincing  pioofa.  The 
ragimeut,  however,  did  not  permit  him  to  proceed^  unt^ 
ijmy  had  boft^ges  fix  hi?  lafe  return;   wdbich   woe 

immediately 
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immfsdhittif  given.  The  tinfoitunate  ms^or  bmt)% 
^t^vered  hunfeU'iiito  the  bands  of  the  multitude;  and 
the  national  guard  ftmrounded  him,  with  a  view  of  ooA* 
dudling  lum  to  the  citadel,  where  he  n^t  be  in  &fetjr. 
In  the  mean  time  the  marquis  ^  Harcourt,  commander 
in  chief  ot  the  province,  ordered  the  regiment  out  of  the 
town;  and  tranquillity  apppeared  fo  compktdjr  re- 
cftaUifiied,  that  the  hcftages  were  fet  at  liberty,  llie 
re^ment  was  however  Icarcdy  out  of  the  boundaries,  than 
the  inluxreftion  rekindled ;  the  mob  broke  in  upon  the 
national  guard,  and  murdered  the  unfortunate  maiqubde 
3&elzune^  with  ever)  circumflance  of  barbaifty. 

The  city  of  Straibou^  vm  alfo  the  theMie  of  Ibme 
bloody  ibnies.    Thb  city,  when  it  became  united  to 
France,  had  prelerved  its  ancient  form  of  government^ 
vrbicli  was  originallY  democratic,  but  had  degenerated 
infenfibly  (as  all  inftitutions  purely  democratic  genetaHy 
wtU)  into  an  ariftocracy.  The  people,  therefore,  diigufted 
witli  thedurpations  of  the  magiftracy,  had  for  a  amfide- 
nAsfe   time  only  waited  an  opportunity'  to  revolt; 
and  the  news  of  the  taking  of  the  Badille  esccited  an 
univarlal  ferment.    A  general  illumination  to6k  [dace 
,<Mi  the  iii^t  of  the  aoth  of  July;   and  ihofe  houfea 
winch  did  not  follow  the  example,  had  the  windows 
prefemly  demoliihed  by  the  populace.    The  city  con- 
tinued in  a  (bite  of  uproar  till  the  a  ad ;  during  whidi  timfe 
the  milgiibata  had  pacified  the  more  refp^ftable  citizens; 
and  all  would  have  been  quiet,  had  not  a  bond  of  ruffiana 
fronthe  German  fide  of  the  Rhine,  infinuated  themielim 
iftto  the  city  during  the  troubles.    At  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  aftemocm  6f  the  2  2d,  the  Hotel  de  Ville  was 
invaded  by  the  ban^litti,  and  the  fucceeding  niglit  and 
morning  the  city  was  on  fire  in  feveral  places;  the  citizen^ 
however,  joinii^  with  the  foldiery,  orders  were  at  length 
gjven  to  charge  the  mob,  many  of  whom  were  killed  by 
the  fokSeRi  an{l  a  few  were  afterWardls  executed ;  the 
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greatdr  part  oi  whom  were  fore^ers  from  the  other  (kfc 
of  the  river.  The  city,  however,  continued  a  kin(f  of 
military  difcipline  till  the  6tb  of  Augufl,  vAien  another 
riot  enfued  from  the  inteipperance  ot  the  fpldiers ;  bqt 
was  quieted*  by  the  timely  interference  of  the  count  de 
Roclianibcau,  commander  in  chief  of  die  province. 

HithertQ,  in  the  midft  of  thefe  difaflrous  events,  tt^c 
aflfembly  itfelf  prderved  a  degree  of  unaniniity,  from  the 
time  die  orders  became  united,  which  gave  a  force  and 

-dignity  to  all  its  proceedings.  The  latent  feeds  of  dif- 
€ord,  however,  germinated  within  it?  conflitution;  2^ 
the  firft  aj^earance  of  dilbrder  was  at  (he  time  when  a 

'  fucceflbr  was  to  be  cliolen  to  the  duke  de  Liancourt. 
M;  Thoijrct,  a  celebrated  advocate  of  Rouen,  a  diflin- 
guiftied  patriot,  find  a  mofl  excellent  citizen,  was  eleded 
by  a  confiderable  majority  to  the  prefident*s  chair.'  The 
fcrutiny  was  no  fooner  declared,  than  a  confiderable  party 
expiclfed  the  ftrongefl  dilTatisfaftion,  and,  it  is  laid,  even 
proceeded  to  threats.  M.  Thouret,  however,  had  the 
magnanunity  to  decline  the  high  honour  that  awaited  hiai, 
andM.  Chapellier,  one  of  the  deputies  of  Britany,  was 
elefted  in  his  ftead. 

The  aflembly  had  been  afliduoufly  employed  for  fomc 
tipie  on  the  great  queflion  of  a  declaration  of  the  natural 
rights  of  men  and  citizens ;  and  the  debates  upon  this 
fubjeft  weie  full  of  ingenious  difquilition,  and  profound 
moral  and  political  (peculation.     On  the  4th  of  Ai^ft, 

Jbowever,  this  body  faw  the  objeft  of  its  deliberations  take 
a  very  different  courfe  ;  and  inflead  of  metaphyfical 
difcuflion  and  abfbaft  r^oning,  it  was  at  once  turned 
to  decifive  meafures,  and  thote  the  boldefl  and  mpft 
interefting,  perhaps,  that  ever  diftinguifhed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  legiflative  aCTembly. 

The  committee  of  reports,  after  having  exhibited  an 
affeding  pifture  of  the  public  calamities  with  which  the 
ki^igdom  was  conyllctJ,  propofed,  as  a  means  of  remedying 
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tbefe  erib,  ^'that  the  aflembly  fhould  publifh  as  (boo  as 
poffibk  a  folenin  declanition,  intimating  its  anxiety  and 
concern  for  the  trouble  which  agitated  the  provinces^  its 
entire  di&pprobation  of  the  non-payment  ot  taxes,  rents^ 
and  other  feudal  mcumbrances;  and  declaring  that  till 
the  aflembly  had  pafled  a  deaee  upon  thefe  fubjefbs, 
there  exifted  no  motive  to  juftify  fuch  non-payment.'* 

Confiderable  debates  fucceeded  upon  this  propofition, 
and*a  variety  of  projefts  were  propofai  for  extricatii^  the 
nation  from  the  difficulties  and  troubles  in  which  it  was 
involved. — At  length  the  .vifcount  de  Noailles  'arofe  to 
point  out,  he  iaid,  the  only  eifedual  means  of  lefloring 
peace.  "  We  are  called  upon,  faid  he,  to  quiet  the  trou- 
bles, and  quell  the  infuneftions,  which  exifl  in.  the 
country :  to  do  thb,  we  muft  enquire^into  the  caufe  of 
thefe  troubles,  and  this  will  lead  us  to  a  proper  remedy. 
The  communities  have  made  a  demand  upon  us ;  they 
have  demanded  that  they  ihould  be  releaied  from  the 
chains  of  vaflalage,  and  that  the  ieignorial  opprefiions 
Ihould  be  abolifhed  or  changed.  For  three  months  the 
conununities  have  beheld  us  engaged  in  verbal  difputes, 
while  their  own  attention  and  their  wi(hes  are  direfled  to 
things :  they  are  acquainted  with  only  two  clafles  of 
people  thde  who  now  bear  arms  to  aflert  their  liberties, 
and  thofe  higher  orders  whofe  interefl  it  is  to  oppofe 
them  — ^What  is  the  confequence  ?  TIjct  are  armed  to 
reclaim  their  rights,  and  they  (ee  no  pro(pe6t  of  obtain* 
ing  their  otged  but  by  force.  Thus  the  whole  kingdom 
is  convulied;  and  thiis  there  are  410  means  of  reftoring 
tranquillity,  but  by  convincing  the  people  that  we  are  in 
earneft  in  their  caxjfe,  and  that  werefift  them  only  where 
it  is  manifefUy  for  their  intereft  that  they  fhould  be 
refifled. 

"I  prc^fe  therefore,  ^.  That  the  committee  be 
infbrudted  to  propofe  a  dedaration,  that  every  tax  fhall 
henceforward  be  levied  in  proportion  tathe  income  ot 
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eadi  indnridqaL  9.  That  the  buidetis  of  the  ftite  \>e 
ecyjally  borne  by  every  member  o£  the  ikte.  ,  3.  That 
all  feudal  daims,  whid)  arenot  of  a  perfonal  nature,  (faaH 
be  redeemi^Ue  on  a  to  valuation.  4.  That  all  the 
claims  of  the  lord,  which  are  of  a  perfonal  nature,  hdk 
fB  perfonal  iervioe,  &c«  (hall  ceaie  without  any  ranibm.'' 

This  motion  was  highly  applauded,  and  was  feoonded 
by  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  in  a  very  able  ipeech,  M.  le 
Grand  eftahliihed  a  moft  accurate  diftiodion  betweicn 
the  different  i^es  of  feudal  ri^ts.  <<  They  are,"  (aid 
he,  ^*  real,  perfonal,  or  mbced.  The  firft,  fuch  as  maifi- 
morti  or  vaflalage,  the  corvtes  or  rigjbt  to  the  labour  of 
the  peal^t,  &c«  are  vicious  in  their  otigm,  contrary  to 
the  imprefcriptible  ri^ts  of  man,  and  confequently  io 
ui^ft,  that  to  order  them  to  be  ranfomed  would  be  aq 
aft  deierviis  dF  the  fevereft  cenfure.  With  rdfpeft  to 
leal  rights,  fgch  as  qiut-rents,,  tents,  rents  in  kind,  &c. 
they  muft  not  only  be  made  redeemable,  but  the  whok 
ei  fuch  claims  on  any  indwidual  mu&be  confdidated, 
and  the  valuation  macfe  accordingly*  Mixed  rights^  ftidi 
as  the  hanpalites  (or  oompulfion  to  bake  in  the  land-* 
lord's  oven,  upon  payin|  a  toll  out  of  the  floiff)»  as  they 
partake  of  the  nature  ot  both  the  others,  Ought  to  be 
redeemed,  bqt  at  a  more  iDoderate  ranfom  than  thofe 
claims  which  are  actually  real.'* 

M.  Guen  de  Kq^et^l  enumerated  feveral  atrfiifd 
^iecii»  (A  feudal  cbims,  many  of  which  cannot  even  bn 
named  ^tbout  offence  to  modeft  ears.  By  the  feuitil 
laws  of  fome  cantom,  the  Vaflals  were  fubjcA  to  be  ycbc4 
to  the  canriage  of  the  lord,  like  beafts  of  burdeti;  in  fonie 
the  tenants  were  obliged  to  pafe  whole  nights  in  beating 
the  ponds,  that  his  reft  mi^t  not  be  difturbed  by  th6 
croaking  of  frogs ;  in  others  they  were  compelled  ta 
maintain  his  hounds:  but  t^e  moft  dreadfiil  inflance  of 
feudal  barbdrifm,  was  a  kw,  (obfolete  indeed  for  ages) 
which  authorized  the  lord,  in  certain  diftrifts^  on  his 
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letum  frolii  htmtiog,  to  rip  open  the  beffies  of  tt^o  of  his 
vfldSkk,  that  he  midit  foment  his  feet  in  thdr  warni  bow- 
ds  by  way  of  lehemment. 

tn  in^»  the  rnotiom  of  M.  de  NoaiHes  were  approved 
unaninioixAy;  and  the  diiinterefted  patriotifin  of  the 
nfiembly  being  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch',  they  were 
Ibiiowed  by  other  facrifices  truty  honourable  to  the  mem-^ 
bers  of  the  privilege  orders.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  the 
total  abolition,  aftht  inferior  c&urts  ofjuflice  ejlablipted 
ispM  feudal  principles  througjhout  the  kingoom,  and 
which  Were  inevery  refpedk  corrupt  and  oppreffiVe. 

M.  Foucault  i^opoied  the  immediate  fupprejjion  of 
all  places  and  emoluments  granted  by  the  court,  except 
thofe  which  were  the  due  rewards  of  merit  and  adual 
fovices ;  and  this  motion  alfo  was  received  with  loud 
^^iplaufes. 

The  prefident  was  now  proceeding  to  put  thefe  motions 
to  th6  vote,  but  he  flopped  himfelf  by  remarkii^«*<<That 
as  the  clcigy  had  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  dcclarii^ 
their  fenttments,  he  fhouki  efleem  himfelf  guilty  m 
indecoitim,  tf  he  did  noiparticularly  itouefl  their  opinions 
upon  this  intereflingdifiniflion*'*--l'his'invitation  brought 
up  the  bifhq)  of  Nancy,  who  requefled  in  the  name  of 
tbedergy,  that  if  the  ranfm  of  the  feudal  rights  fkould 
it  decreed^  it  might  not  be  converted  to  the  profit  of  the 
etckfiafiical  lords,  but  might  be  appropriated  to  the 
tmgilf^entation  of  poor  livings. 

The  bifhop  of  Chartfes,  after  approving  the  facrifices 
tbctdy  made,  r^tommended  ^t^fupprejfion  ofiht  game 
I^RVs.-^He  reprefented  in  ftrong  terms  the  abfurdity  of 
tfaofe  impofitions  which  condemned  the  hufbatidman  to 
be  the  patient  fpedator  of  the  ravage  of  his  field,  and 
expofed  him  to  fevcrc  punifhment  if  he  prefumed  to  def* 
troy  thofc.  animals  which  were  ,moft  detrimental  to  his 
labour.^^A  number  of  voices  firom  the  nobility  concurred 
111  thefe  fei^timtent^,  and  demanded  a  renunciation  of  what 

were 
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were  termed  the  r^ts  o(  the  chace,  refenring  only  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  land  the  right  of  iporting  i/^thin  thdr 
own  demefhes.  .  ■  s 

The  acclamations  of  the  aflembly  woe  interrupted  bjr 
the  prefident  de  S.  Fajgeau,  who  demanded  an  expla- 
nation of  the  declarations  of  the  nobility  and  clergy  conT 
cerning  the  equalization  of  taxes.  "  We  have  ^ven  a 
hope  to  the  people/'  fidd  he  r  let  us  give  them  a  reality. 
Why  (hould  we  delay  a  moment  to  perfomi  what  all  the 
jni|ru£tions  from  the  different  orders  have  conftituted  as 
almoft  the  firft  of  our  labours  ?  I  propofe^  that  not  only 
for  the  laft  fix  months  of  the  year,  but  from  the  veiy 
commencement  of  it,  all  the  members  of  the  privileged 
dafles,  without  exception,  fupport  their  proportionable 
part  of  the  public  impofts ;  and  until  this  aflembly  (hall 
have  eflabliflied  the  principles  upon  which  taxes  (hall  in 
future  be  paid,  I  am  of  opinion  the  adjufhnent  of  the 
(xoportion  fhould  be  left  to  the  ditcretion  of  the  provincial 
aflemblies^  the  ailemblies  of  the  dep^itments,  &c.*' 

Thefe  renunciations  were  followed  by  thole  of  tlic 
cxclulive  right  of  rabbit  warrens^  and  oififheries.  M. 
-de  Riche  propofed  to  abolifh  thtfale  of  ojices ;  and  the 
count  de  Vifieux  reconmiended  the  demolition  of  dove- 
coteSy  which,  trifling  as  the  evil  may  appear  to  us,  were 
from  their  numbers  a  ferious  grieviince  to  |he  peafantiy 
of  France.  The  citfe  of  Souppes  offered,  in  the  name  of 
his  briethren,  the  relinquifhment  of  cafualtie^  and  all  fees 
exa3ed  fro^i  the  poqr.  This  g^perqus  declaiatioa  was 
followed  by  that  of  ieveral  dignitaries  of  the  diqich,  who 
dated,  that,  agreeably  to  the  fpirit  of  the  canons,  they 
were  determined  to  limit  themfelves  to  the  poflefSon  of  a 
Jingle  benefice.  M.  Duport  embraced  tlus  opportunity 
to  compliment  the  inferior  clergy,  and  to  propofe  s(n 
augmentation  oj  their  Jlipends. 

After  confirming  thefe  propofals  by  a  vote  of  the 
aflcpbly,  the  bufinefe  of  reform  appeared  almoft  exhaufted, 

when 
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when  th<;  deputies  of  tboTe  pro\dnGes  which  enjoyed  pecu- 
Ikur  privileges,  came  forward  to  lay  jtheir  charters  and  their . 
fianchifes  at  the  feet  of  the  national  xyiprefent^tiyes. 
Baupbine,  which  was  always  forward  to  (acrifice  its 
advantages  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  was  the  firil  tp 
ieftify  Its  acquiefcence  on  the  prefent  occafion.  The 
inarquis  de  Blazons  called  the  attention  of  the  ailembly 
,to  the  refolution  which  his  province  had  pafled  at  Vizille, 
to  renounce  its  peculiar  privileges.  He  exprefled  his  wifh 
that  all  the  other  provinces  wovAd  ihiitatp  this  example, 
and  declare  thenalelves  f^itisfied  with*  the  name  and  privi- 
J^es  of  French  citi^jens.  He  hqd  (carcely  fpoken  when 
the  deputies  of  Britany,  which  hpd  always  been  the  rival 
of  Dauphine  in  patriotifnif  prefled  piind  the  table  to 
make  a  fimilar  facrifice.  The  impatience  of  the  repre* 
leptatiyes  of  Provence  and  Forcalaiuer  fcarcely  fufifered 
tl^m  to  wait  till  thofeof  Britany  had  made  their  patriotic 
declaration ;  and  they  were  followed  by  the  deputation  of 
Buigundy,  Languedoc,  and  by  the  reprefentatives  ^ 
^aris,  Lyons,  Marfeilles,  Bourdeaux,  Str^fbuig,  &c. 

A  number  of  motions  of  lefe  importance  fucceeded : 
and  the  (uppreflion  of  deport,  yacat,  annates,  and  plura- 
lities, was  immediately  decreed.  The  duke  de  L^iqcQurt 
propoied  that  a  medal  (hould  be  ffaiick  off  in  commemo- 
ration of  this  unparalleled  feffion,  and  that  i  folemn  Te 
Deum  (hoi)ld  be  performed.  On  the  reigning  monarch 
tbeauguft  title  of  Restorer  of  Galcic  Liberty 
was  conferred  by  a  deaee,  and  a  deputation  appointed  tp 
wait  i^n  his  majefty,  reipediully  to  inform  him  of  theie 
trania^ions.  .     .      . 

It  is  evident  that  thefe  (aaifices,  diiinlerefied  as  they 
were,  could  not  be  generally  acceptable.  The  great 
body  of  the  nobility  and  deigy  were  dilpoled  to  deny  the 
power  of  their  reprefentatives,  who,  they  aflerted,  had  voted 
away  what  was  not  their  own.  That  they  fhould  not 
have  had  more  weight  with  the  people,  ismore  furprifing  j 
'-  but 
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but  the  {pkit  of  anaidiy.and  lioentiou&ieB  wai  taxittti, 
and  could  not  eafily  mbfide.  In  feme  phoe^  At 
decrees  of  the  aflembly  feetned  to  be  made  the  exctdb 
for  nevcrdifbtder— ^The  game  in  particular  was  made  a 
common  prey;  ttid,  in  the  puiiutt,  even  the  extreme 
neceffidesot  the  kiogdom  were  difiegarded,  as  the  (fatad- 
ing  com  was  trodden  down  and  deftnoyed.  But  the  great 
caufe  of  confufion  was  the  tncieaiing  fcaidty  of  btead, 
which  &emed  to  render  the  populace  defperate,  and  totally 
R^atdk&  of  Older.  Some  convoys  of  bread  and  provi- 
fions  were  flopped  on  the  road  to  Paris;  and  two  ele(!tets 
of  that  city,  who  were  employed  at  Provence  in  pur* 
chafii^  fupplies  for  the  metropolis,  were  anefled  on  the 
fuipicion  of  being  monopolifts^  and  ndnowly  efcaped 
wim  their  lives. 

On  the  yth  of  Augufl  the  new  miniflerS|  the  keeper 
of  the  feals,  the  marflul  Bauvau,  the  count  de  Mont* 
morin,  the  count  de  la  Luzerne,  M.  Neckar,  the  count 
de  St.  Prieft,  the  achbiftiop  of  Vienne^  and  the  count 
de  la  Tour  dU'  Pin,  were  intrcxluced  at  their  tcqueft  to 
the  aflembly :  and  the  archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux,  the 
keeptt  of  the  feals,  drew  a  mofl  lamentable  pifture  of 
tiie  diforders  which  prevailed  throughout  the  kingdom. 
He  was  followed  by  M.  Neckar,  who  reprefcnted,  in  ftroM; 
terms,  the  mi(erable  flate  of  the  public  treafury,  which 
on  his  entrance  into  office  was  found  to  contain  only  four 
hundred  thoufand  livres,  chieiSy  ia  notes  of  the  caifle 
tfefcompte.  He  added  that  the  defkit  between  the  income 
and  the  expences  was  enormom ;  and  that  fiidi  had  been 
the  fums  which  the  king  had  been  oUiged  to  iflue  for  the 
puithafe  of  grain,  and  for  the  iiipport;  of  the  poor,  and 
luch  the  dificiency  created  by  the  non-payment  «f  taxes, 
that  no  refouroe  remained  but  to  raife  a  loan  of  thirty 
millions  to  fatisfy  the  engagements  and  inevitable  expences 
of  the  ftate  for  two  months,  by  which  time  he  prelumed 
that  confidcrable  progrefe  wo^ld  be  piade  in  tjic  €ftal>^ 

vliihing; 
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fifliing  of  a  confUtution.  Tins  loan  he  pfopofod  at  fiw 
ptr  cent.  But  the  propoU  was  remitted  to  the  confide- 
t&tbn  oi  the  conunittce  of  finance ;  which  pieiuming 
too  &r  upon  the  patriotifin  of  the  peode,  retisaiched  the 
terms  of  the  loan  cf  all  tbofe  little  advantages  wlucfa  Ag 
kninifter  had  annexed  to  it,  in  order  ta  induce  the 
moneyed  people  to  fublcribe,  and  reduced  the  intereft 
to  four  and  a  halP^.  In  the  debates  which  took  place 
upon  the  propdals  of  thenunifter,  there  appeals  teafon  to 
fuiped  that  the  count  de  Miraheau  was  inft^iated  Iqr  a 
pedbnal  oppoiition  to  !M.  Neckar ;  and  it  was  certainljF 
owing  to  his  influence  m  the  afiimbfy  that  the  plan 
of  the  miiufber  was  not  adq>ted.  Thecnnfequence  was» 
that  IB  thiee  wedcs  not  mora  than  two  inillion  fix  liuttkcd 
dioufiuxl  lifvres  were  fiihfcribed  to  the  loan,  and  the  pro- 
jeft  utterly  failed.  In  ordei' therctbie  to  procure  a  foppty 
of  forty  millions*  another  fcherae  was  ofiied  by  M. 
Nedoi;  and  adoptod  by  die  a&mi%»  which  w«b  to 
klidt  a  loan  of  ei^ty  milUons  at  iBwe  per  cent,  one  half 
of  wfaidi  mi^  be  paidinftock;  buttheafiembdylad 
kft  die  faxromsbfe  opportunity,  and,  by  the  inpedimenti 
which  th^  threw  in  die  wayo^M.  NeckarVfim  pnDJed» 
l^;anfettlBd  the  faubh  c^  tl]£  nmieyed  inteieft  in  ^ 
fltwemment* 

In  ifaemean  time  the  tumidtuouB  flate  of  the  nation 
obliged  the  ligiflatore  to  paTs  a  decree,  leoommending  to 
tbe  mumcTpisiHtics  to  be  volant  for  the  public  iafety,  and 
ligQKmfly  to  profooite  aU  who  0ioukl  be  finmd  exciting 
public  abims  or  difhirbanoes.  The  decrees  of  the  4th  <i 
Ai^ift  aUb  had  been  lent  to  a  committee,  which  was 
^ppcnnted  for  At  putpoie of  reducing  tham intoteiocm 

*  This  was  one  of  the  firft  errors  of  the  sflembly— It  will  be 
curious  to  attend  to  the  mdatioat  by  wbieh  France  baa  been 
fuinMls  tbqy  all  origjbiatca  in  that  fiital  diiktvSc  of  the  exeeutivc 
{MMfff,  vhkh  fidl  led  them  to  countecaA,  next  to  difgcaoe 
iRiDifterSj  aad  at  laft  to  dethrone  the  monarch  himfalf. 
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of  a  law;  and  from  the  5th  to  the  nth  thediffeiidrf 
articles  were  debated.  Mod  of  thofe  which  ref|)ed:ecl  the 
feudal  claims  were  confirmed  with  little  variation ;  but 
the  committee  confidering  tithes  as  a  (pedes  of  feudal  tax 
levied  on  the  land,  had  inferted  them  in  the  decree  as 
redeemable  like  the  other  feudal  aflefTments.  To  thb 
confhiiftion  the  clergy  flroi^Iy  objefted,  and  alledged 
that  it  confounded  two  things  effentially  different,  the 
feudal  tithes  and  thofe  which  were  purely  ecclefiaftical^ 
which  laft  conftituted  a  (pedes  of  private  property,  not. 
at  the  di^(al  of  the  nation.  The  neceffities  of  the  ftatc, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  for  fome  time  induced  the  popu- 
lar party  to  look  upon  the  wealth  of  the  church  as  the' lad 
lefource  for  th9'repleni(hment  of  an  exhaufted  treaftiry ; 
and  with  this  view  the  propofal  of  the  committee  was 
ftrenuoufly  (iipported  by  Meffrs.  Chaflel,  Mirabeau,  &c. 
The  abbe  Sieyes  was  the  ableft  defender  of  the  rights  of  the 
deigy.  With  great  logical  preci(ion  and  accurate  infor- 
mation, he  evinced  that  the  tithes  were  not  a  tax  impo(ed 
by  the  nation,  but  a  rent-charge  laid  upon  their  eftates 
by  ^le  original  proprietors  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
church  ;  tlmt  the  a£tual  proprietors  had  purcha(ed  their 
eftates  (ubjedt  to  this  rent-charge;  and  that  the  legiHaturc 
had  no  authority  to  transfer  this,  which  was  real  property, 
from  the* hands  of  the  clergy  to  the  landholders,  who  hdd 
no  legitimate  nor  apparent  claim  to  it. — "  If  you  wi(h 
to  be  free,"  added  he,  "  begin  by  being  juft."  The 
neceffities  of  the  nation^  however,  conftituted  a  plea  on 
the  other  fide,  whkh  was  not  to  be  refitted*;  and  on 
the  Dooming  after  this  debate,  fifteen  cures  fent  to  the 
aflembly  an  a(5t,  by  which  they  voluntarily  re(igned  into  the 
hands  of  the  nation  the  whole  of  their  ecdefiaftical  rights, 

*  This  was  the  fecond  great  error  of  the  aiTemblj.  To  alienate 
the  affections  of  fo  important  a  body  as  the  clergy,  in  this  early 
fta^  of  the  Revolution,  was  no  lefs  impolitic  than  the  caufe  was 
vnjuft. 

and 
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and  declsued  that  they  were  content  to  rely  on  the  juftice  of 
that  body  for  an  equitable  provifion.  This  a6t  of  patri* 
otifm  was  received  with  the  loudeft  burft  of  aj^laufc ; 
and,  as  if  by  a  fudden  emotion,  all  the  parochial  deigy 
in  the  aflembly  ftepped  forward  to  the  table  to  make  the 
fame  fecrifice^  The  arcbiftiop  of  Paris  next  declarad^ 
<'  that,  in  the  name  of  his  brethern,  he  begged  leave  to 
place  the  whole  of  their  tithes  under  the  difcretion  of  the 
repreientatives  of  the  nation — claiming  only  for  themfelves 
enoi^h  to,  fuppoart  the  decency  and  dignity  of  public 
worfhip,  and  to  enable  tliem  to  admmiiler  to  the  relief  of 
the  poor.'* — **  Such  is  the  wifli  of  all  the  clergy,"  ex- 
daimed  the  cardinal  de  la  Roch^oucault;  «  we  place  our 
confidence  in  the  nation/' 

The  deaee  which  abolifhcd  the  feudal  fyftem,  and 
the  exdufive  privileges  of  hunting,  fifliing,  &c.  and 
which  laid  all  dfioes  and  dignities  open  to  every  citizen 
without  diflindion  of  birth;  which  declared  that  the 
tithes  fhould  be  commuted  for  a  certain  ftipend;  Which 
piohibited  the  iale  of  offices,  the  payment  of  fees  to  the 
dagy  on  cafualties,  and  all  payments  to  the  fee  of  Rome  s 
whidi  anmhilated  the  feudal  jurildiAions,  pluralities, 
penfions,  and  the  particular  privileges  of  thoie  provinces 
which  were  called  pays  d'etats,  was  finally  pafled  on  the 
13th  of  Auguft,  and  accepted  by  tlie  King. 

Tacitus  has  ibmewhere  lamented,  that  the  (cenes 
which  his  duty  compelled  him  to  record,  wanted  that 
interefl  and  variety  which  decorated  the  more  flourifhing 
periods  of  the  republic,  and  compkuns  that  his  annals 
contain  little  more  than  details  of  bloodfhed  and  aflaffi. 
nations.  In  this  rdpedt  the  hiftorian  of  anarchy  will 
fixvl  liimfdf  in  a  fimilar  predicament  with  the  annalift  of 
ddfpotifm;  and  the  necdfify  of  recunring  fo  frequently 
to  the  odious  topic  of  popular  commotion  and  phreniy, 
may  periiaps  be  fupppfed  to  fland  in  need  of  no  apology. 
The  truth  is,  the  kingdom  of  France,  at  the  penod  we 

are 


IIS  HISTORY  OF  THE 

aie  defcribir^,  wasdeftitute  of  regular  government.  The 
executive  power,  which  b  only  (imported  by  public 
c^iniou,  was  ieized  with  a  kind  of  political  paralyfis ;  it 
was  neither  capable  of  reftraining  the^tA>lic  impetuofity, 
nor  of  dire£ting  its  motions.  The  whole  kingdom  was 
in  agitation^  and  the  flighted  rumour  was  fufficient  to 
pioduoe  a  paroxyfm  of  pq>ular  detufion  and  madnefi. 
The  metropolis  was  however  agitated  beyond  every  other 
part ;  it  was  the  centre  of  political  difcuffion,  and  the 
theatre  where  tbofe  who  were  diflafiedxd  to  the  new  order 
of  things  coukl  put  in  a£tion  their  artifices  with  moft 
eflfed.  The  calamities  which  the  people  had  fo  liitely 
eicaped,  and  the  malevolence  and  w^ll-known  perfidy  of 
their  enemies,  had  geneFatecHn  them  halnts  of  lui{naoni 
and  the  afts  of  bloodfhed  into  which  they  had  been 
betrayed,  had  femilianzed  them  with  cruelty. 

In  this  fbite  of  thin^  we  are  not  to  wonder  if  weiee 
the  populace  on  the  point  of  (acrificing  one  of  their  befk 
friends, .  and  in  the  courie  of  a  few  weeks  demancSng 
damoroufly  the  life  oi  him  whom  they  had  didicn  for 
their  General.  Thus,  while  the  aflembly  weie  eng^iged 
in  performing  the  moft  important  fervices  to  the  people;, 
the  inhabitants  of  Paris  were  endeavouring  to  dq>  their 
hands  in  the  bkx)d  of  a  man  (the  marquis  de  fat  &de) 
^o,  though  one  of  the  firft  of  tlie  ncUes^  had  deioted 
the  caufe  of  his  order  fixxn  an  affeftion  for  the  pec^le* 
On  the  5th  of  Ai^ft,  about  nine  in  the  evening,  a 
boat  was  dticovered  on  the  river,  rowed  by  three  men^ 
and  was  flopped  by  iht  inhabitants  di  Port  St.  Paul:  it 
was  found  loaded  with  ammunitioii  from  the  arfenil; 
and  this  difcovery  was  no  fooner  made,  than  a  gentfal 
idarm  was  excited.  The  boatmen  were  examined,  and 
if  •  de  ki  Voifiiere  and  fbme  other  perfons  who  had  the 
cuftody  of  the  powder,  &c.  were  fent  for,  urtio  produced 
anofderfigned  <^PelaSa]]e,aAingforM. deb  Fayette.'* 
It  was  in  vain  that  it  waa  repiefezrted  ta  the  mob,  that 

this 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  ug 

this  powder  was  pofudrt  de  traite^  that  is^  of  an  inferior 
quality^  fuch  as  is  fent  to  Guinea,  which  was  tranfportiiig 
nom  the  aifeoal  only  to  be  changed  for  better.  Tlie 
mob  immediatdy  exclaimed,  it  is  pcudrt  de  traitrt  I 
and  clamoured  tor  vengeance.  M.  de  Salle  had  been 
cbning  in  the  country,  and  in  the  eveni[^had  returned  to 
the  Hotel  de  ViUe,  where  he  was  no  fooner  arnved  than 
he  found  upwards  of  forty  thouiand  people  demanding 
his  life,  Learnii^  by  accident  the  caiife  of  the  tumult, 
heliad,  however,  the  good  fortune  to  retreat  without 
beir^  difcovered. 

During  this  time  a  mifcreant  had  mounted  the  lamp- 
poft,  with  a  new  rope  in  bis  hand,  where  he  is  (aid  to  have 
remained  for  not  le(s  thati  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
while  a  crew  of  banditti  broke  into  tlie  Hotel  de  Ville, 
and  afcended  even  into  the  clock,  in  queit  of  the 
marquis  de  la  Salle.  The  coolnefs  and  (erenity  of  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  appeared  to  increafe  with  the 
tumult  and  the  danger.  In  the  mean  time  he  had  given 
iecret  orders,  and  had  arranged  every  thing  for  the  public 
iafety  by  the  agency  of  a  &ithful  fegeant.  At  lengthy 
when  he  was  (atisfied  that  every  thing  was  ri^,  he 
iuddenly  aroie,  and  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  committee 
who  had  fat  with  him  the  whole  everang,  he  faid—  '♦  You 
are  &tigued,  gentlemen,  and  I  am  fatigued  alfo— -let  m 
retire;  the  Grcve  is  completely  free;  and  I  give  you  my 
wordy  tliat  Paris  was  never  in  a  more  perteft  (late  of 
tranquillity^'*  On  looking  out  of  the  windows,  nothing 
was  to  be  ieen  of  the  mob  who  had  fo  lately  filled  the 
iquare ;  it  was  entirely  occupied  by  foldiers  of  the  national 
guard,  drawn  up  in  moft  excellent  order,  who  had  been 
gimiually  introduced  by  the  marquis,  and  by  this  means 
vnthout  tumult  or  trouble  e^qpelled  their  opponents. 

The'  reftoration  of  tranquility  and  order  was  an  objedt 
of  the  firft  importance  with  the  feiends  of  liberty,  and  it 
was  evident,  that  to  place  the  municipal  governments 

I  under 
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under  proper  regulations  wgs  the  only  method  of  dSfedting 
this  defiraJ  end.  ^  As  Paris  alfo.was  npt  only  tiie  firft  ia 
ioiportancc,   but  the  mofl:  expofed  to  the  diiafters  of 
anarcliy,  to.  put  a  flop  to  the  diforders  of  the  capital  wa^ 
a  matter  ot  the  moil;  urgent  necefiity ;  tliis  could  only 
be  done  by  giving  the  citizens  an  intereft  in  the  fupport  of 
good  government ;  and  by  conferring  on  thofe  who  had 
property  to  deferd,  fundions  and  authority  adequate  tq 
^his  purpofc;  by  eftabliftiing  a  regular  chain  of  fubordi- 
nation,  and  enabling  each  perfon  to  comprehend  his  pro- 
per duties  as  a  public  man.     A  temporary  plan  ot  mui;ii- 
cipal  regulation  was  therefore  advi(ed  by  M.  Bailly  for  the 
metropolis,  which  was  to  exift  only  tiU  the  aflembly  had 
perfeded  that  more  enlarged  icheme  by  which  the  whole 
of  the  kingdom  was  ta  be  regulated.     As  this  pkn  was 
only  temporary,  it  is  unneceffary  to  enter  into  any  detail 
concerning  it.     It  is  lufficient  to  lay,  that  the  numlber  of 
the  yeprefentatives  of  the  diftrifts  were  augmented  to 
three  hundred ;  that  a  committee  of  fubfiftence  was  efta- 
blilhed,  which  delivered  the  city  from  the  horrotB  of 
femine ;  apd  that  a  lieutenant  of  the  mayor  was  appoint- 
iad  in  every  diftrift,  who  contributed  grcatW  to  preferve 
the  harmony  of  government,    and    to   ^cUitate   the 
execution  of  every  meafure  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  tranquillity. 

Another  operation  no  lefs  important  was  the  orgwi* 
zation  of  the  national  guard  in  Paris.  The  plan  of  M. 
de  la  Fayette  for  this  purpofe  was  fimple  but  excellent. 
The  Parifian  infantry  was  limited  to  thirty-one  thou&nd 
men,  of  whom  one  thouknd  were  officers;  fix  thoufand 
were  paid  as  foldiers,  and  the  other  twenty-four  thoufend 
confifted  entirely  of  the  citizens  without  pay.  The  cify 
of  Paris  was  apportioned  in  fix  *uilitary  divifions;  a 
commandant  was  created  for  each ;  and  to  each  diftrift  a 
battalion  ip^as  appointed,  competed  of  five  companies  of 
one  hund^d  rmn  each ;  in  thole  battalions,  one  company 

confiftc4 
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confifted  of  xsguizx  foMiers^  or  the  old  French  guards, 
and  termed  the  centre  company,  l^he  diflrifb  ele^te4 
their  military  officers,  The  choice  of  each  of  the  fix 
commandants  was  referred  to  an  eledoral  ailembly  of  the 
divifion,  compofed  of  reprefentatives  of  the  diftrids, 
Theridit  of  dcfting  a  commander  in  chief  was  veiled  iA 
the  dimitSb  at  laige,  who  appointed  a  major  and  lieute- 
tiant-general.  To  thefe  important  ppfls  the  miarquis  dd 
la  Fayette  promoted  M.  Qouvion,  who  had  been  his 
colb^  and  companion  when  he  fought  for  American 
liberty;  and  M.  Jame,  wh^  had  been  diftinguiflied  in 
Holland  by  his  attachment  to  the  patriotic  party. 

After  having  fatisfied  the  immediate  demanos.of  tho 

nation,  by  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  abfurditie&p  the 

natioial  aflcmbly  retumed  to  its  ^eat  work,  a  declaration 

of  the  riglits  of  map.    Amor^  the  many  fchemes  or. 

fyftcms  ^which  were  preiented  to  the  aflembly  on  tliis 

occafexi,  three  principally  arrefted  their  attention:  thofe 

of  M.  de  la  Fayette,,  of  the  abbe  Sieycs,  and  of  M. 

Mounier.     The  firft  of  thefe,  in  its  deamefs  md  fimpli*. 

9^j  greatly  refembled  the  celebrated  Americaii  d^laia- 

tion :  that  of  the  abbe  Sieyes  embraced  the  whole  febric 

of  man,  and  pointed  out  bis  right  and  hb  duties  in  the 

various  departments  of  focial  lite;  it  was,  however,^  too 

complex  and  profound  to  be  adopted  as  a  kind  of  popular 

catechifin :  that  of  M.  Mounier  was  not  qyite  ib  plain 

and  fimple  ^s  that  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  was 

yet  lei^  ccxnplex  thap  the  other.      It  was,   ho^vever, 

neither  fufficiently  clear  and  decifive  in  its  principles,  nor 

condfe  in  its  phraleology;  apd  the  alTembly,  dtter  )ong 

debates,  ^referred  the  matter  to  a  committee  of.  five 

members.     M.  Mirabeau  propofed,  that  the  dedaratipn 

of  rights  might  (erve  as  a  kind  of  prcwce  or  introduSion 

to  the  fyftem  of  the  conftitution-     Aft^r  long  debates 

upon  the  fubjeft,  however,  it  was  agreed,  that  tbedeck- 

raticxi  of  ri^ts  fliould  be  irmnediately  publiihedi  and 
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on  the  ^oth  of  Auguft  that  form  was  aliopted,  which 
afterwards  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  new  conftitution. 

It  would  be  at  once  ulelefi  and  unintercfting  to  enter 
into  a  minute  detail  of  the  circumflances  under  which  the 
leveral  articles  of  the  French  conftitution  were  voted,  or 
of  the  debates  which  they  occafioned.  The  day  after  the 
declaration  of  rights  was  decreed,  fix  articles,  chiefly  relat- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  monarchy,  coUefted  literally  from 
the  inftruftions,  were  read  in  the  aflembly,  and  were  upon 
the  point  of  being  coUeftively  pafled ;  but  M.  Pethion, 
whofe  antimonarchical  prejudices  have  been  fo  injurious 
to  his  country,  entered  upon  a  long  declamation  on  the 
fubieft,  and  infiftf:d  on  the  rafhnefs  of  paffing  a  nuhiber 
of  articles  without  a  fpecific  examination.  After  a  debate 
of  fome  length,  it  appeared  that  the  great  objedt  of  dif- 
Cuffion  would  be  the  (hare  which  fhould  be  allowed  to 
the  monarch  in  the  legiHative  authority.  It  was  therefore 
determined  previoufly  to  inveftigate  this  fin^  point, 
whether  a  law  could  be  ena6ted  by  the  mere  authority  of 
<he  l^iflative  body,  without  the  fanftion  of  the  king/or 
what  we  term  in  England  the  royal  ajfcnt  ?  The  latin 
word  vetOj  which  had  been  in  ufe  in  Poland  on  fimilar 
occafions,  was  adopted  in  the  debates  to  exprefs  the  nega- 
tive of  the  king ;  and  on  the  fubjeft  of  this  negative  three 
opinions  were  prevalent  in  the  national  aflembly. 

MefT.  Mounier,  LallyTolendal,Treillard,d' Antraigues, 
de  Mirabeau,  and  de  Liancourt,  fupported  the  abfolute 
veto  of  the  king.  Two  powers,  they  obferved,  exifted 
in  the  body  politic ;  the  power  of  willing  or  decreeing, 
and  that  of  afting,  By  the  firft  a  fociety  eftabliihed  the 
rules  of  its  own  condujft,  and  by  the  fecond  rules  were 
carried  into  execution  ind  effcft*  Both  of  thefe  powers 
are  equally  necefiary ;  and  if  on  the  one  part  it  is  eflential 
to  liberty  that  the  Tqgiflative  fhould  be  fecured  from  the 
executive  power,  fo  it  is  no  lefs  neceflary  to  (iipport'this 
Jail  againft  the  ufijrpations  rf  the  other ;  this  could  only 
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be  cffefted  by  invefting  the  chief  magiftrate  with  an 
authority  to  examioe  the.a£ts  of  the  l^ifktive  body,  and 
to  reiufe  to  endow  them  with  the  (acred  chancer  of 
laws. 

If  the  wliole  colleftive  body  of  the  people  Were  capable 
of  exprelfing  their  will  in  direft  terms,  it  woiild  be  abftiid 
to  fubjeft  laws  fo  enafted  to  a  royal  ^dlion  j  but  in  a 
reprcfentative  government,  where  the  deputies  might  be 
chofen  more  from  circumftances  of  fortune  and  fituatioit 
than  from  peribnal  virtue  and  merit,  and  where  it  is  poC* 
fible  that  the  majority  of  them  might  unite  in  qppofition 
to  the  genend  good,  it  is  neceflary  to  couhteraA  fuch  ao 
ariftocracy  by  the  prerc^tive  of  a  monarch.  Hence  an 
alliance  between  the  crown  and  the  people,  a^ainft  every 
fpecies  of  arftocracy,  b  created  by  their  refpeftive  interefb , 
and  tlieir  fears.  If,  for  inftance,  the  prince  is  poflefled 
of  no  negative,  what  fhall  hinder  the  reprefentatives  bcm. 
paffii^  an  aA  for  perpetuating  their  own  authority,  like 
the  fomous  long  parliament  of  England  ?  What  (hall  pre- 
vent  them  from  invading  all  the  fun£lions  of  theexecuti^ 
power,,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  the  people?  There  are' 
only  two  cafes  in  which  a  monarch  can  be  fuppoied  to 
refufe  his  aflent :  ifl,  where  he  conceives  the  kw  in  the 
queftion  to  be  pppofite  to  the  real  intereflsof  the  people ; 
or  sdly,  wher^,  deceived  by  his  miniflers,  he  is  induced 
to  refift  a  law*  which  is  injurious  to  their  p^nal  interefb. 
In  the  firft  cafe  the  prerogative  will  be  beneficially  exer- 
dfed ;  in  the  fecond,  the  kw  will  be  only  fufpended  s  for 
it  is  impoiiible  that  a  limited  monarch  fhould  long  refifl 
the  vinfhes  of  the  whole  nation.  In  &A,  his  veto,  how-> 
ever  abiblute,  can  be  no  more  at  any  time  than  ^  appeal 
f ram  the  kg^flature  to  the  people  at  laige. 

Such  were  the  arguments  with  which  the  almoft  irre» 
fifbble  doquence  of  Mirabeau,  in  particular,  defended 
the  abfblute  veto;  they  were,  however,  combated  with 
&XOC  energy  by  the  oppofite  party.  It  is  efleatially  necef- 
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{dry,  fakJ  they,  to  preferve  diftinft  the  two  aeparmcnts 
of  govertirfient,  the  kgiflative  and  the  excutivc  powers ; 
nor  is  there  any  thing  m  the  proper  and  natOr^  fundiuos 
,  of  a  king,  which  makfs  it  ncceipiry  to  conftitute  him  as 
an  eflential  integrant  biunch  of  the  legiflattrc.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to^  draw  the  line  between  the  right  of  ftoppii^  pro- 
ceedings, and'the  right  aftion.  The  right  of  ftq>pii^ 
proceedings  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  power,  would 
be  to  make  it  fuperior  to  the  majority  of  the  le^ilature , 
it  woiald  be  a  lettre  de  cadiet  ^ainft  the  f upreme  will  of 
the  nation. 

A  'lufpcnfive  veto,  or  an  appeal  to  the  wiH  erf  the 
nation,  it  was  uiged,  would  be  attended  witli  wcvfe  con- 
fequences  than  even  the  abfolute  negative :  it  wouk)  diange 
the  ver)^  nature  of  the  government,  atsd  convert  it  into  a 
pure  democracy,  inftead  of  a  reprefentative  government. 
What  an  appeal  would  it  be,  to  twenty-fo  miUions  of 
people,  of  whom  nine-tenths  are  deflitute  of  inftruftion, 
and  incapable  of  underftanding  the  comply  Mtux  of 
political  queiVions  ?  But  it  is  pretended  that  the  legiikdve 
power  may  one  day  encroach  upon  the  executivr*;  as  if 
apowerdeflituteof  arms,  could  contend  with  a  power 
which  has  cohtinually  arms  in  its  hahdsr;^  as  if  an  afl^bly 
of  1200  men,  neceffiirily  divided  by  theif  private  intettfts, 
md  invefted  with  a  tranfient  authority,  were  liktky  to 
invade  luccefsfuUy  the  perpetual  and  hereditary  depofitory 
of  the  whole  pulfc  force.  Confult  hiftdry,  and  you  will 
find  throughout  every  page  the  legiflatureX)f  firce  nations 
employed,  not  in  ufurping  the  executive  poweTy  but  in 
refttaining  it.  Doiibtlefe^  a  good  king  wUl  confuk  the 
jgcfteral  wifti  of  the  nation ;  but  a  violent  and  obflinate 
king  will  expofe,  in  defending  his' prerogative,  both  his 
crown  and  his  life. 

It  was  in  thefe  tortus  tliat  Meff.  Garat  junior,  de  Lan- 
dine^  Sales,  Beaumctz,  and  others;  attacked  the  royal 
negative*     A  very  finall  party  pleaded  for  a  f u^uifive 
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Veto  ;  but  as  both  the  great  parties  agreed  in  rejeftmg  it> 
every  pka  of  mediation  a))p€aped  at  firft  improbable.  In 
tbeoQurie,  however,  of  the  dilcuffion,  new  lights  were 
lefleded  upon  the  fubjefi,  and  inclined  both  parties  at 
lei^th  to  this  middle  path. 

It  was  acknowledged  that  the  great  fountain  of  the  . 
executive  powtt  could  not,  without  fome  danger,  be 
deprived  of  this  prerogative  5  nor  could  it  be  unlimitedly 
aflSgned  to  the  monarch,  without  the  apprehenfion  of  a 
da^er  ftill  fuperioc.  The  didfions  of  a  Ipgiflative  body 
are  certainly  not  in&llible,  and  in  fome  inf&nces  may  be 
cppofite  even  to  the  will  of  the  nation  in  general ;  in  that, 
cates  theitfbre,  there  (hould  exiil  iome  counteipoiie  to 
their  adion ;  and  thoiigh  it  might  be  dangerous  and 
]flq)ditic^to  make  the  king  a  conftituent  part  of  the  1^- 
ilatuie,  yet  the  power  of  fiifpendii^  a  law  is  not  an  ad  d[ 
kgiflation.  An  adual  appeal  to  the  people  at  laige  would 
be  in^xadicaUe,  it  not  unconftitutional.  When  Fcance 
adopted  thercpiefentative  form  of  government,  it  virtually 
abolifhed  mandaioiy  in(lru6tions  horn  the  conilituents : 
ftippofing  tbea  the  natic^al  afiembly  to  be  changed  at 
cert^  periods  by  new  eledions,  no  great  inconvenience 
coukl  arife  from  invefting  the  monarch  with  a  power  of 
ftifpendii^  for  a  certain  number  of  fucceflive  legiflatures^ 
any  law  tmt  might  appear  to  him  contrary  to  the  welfare 
6fdieflate«  It  was  added,  would  not  this  fiiipenfive 
veto^  on  the  other  hand,  place  the  reprefentatives  and  the 
king  in  a  (late  of  emulation  extremely  conducive  to  the 
nocnl  goodP  Would  not  the  deputies  of  the  nation 
become  more  circumfped,  in  not  prefenting  for  the  royd 
£uidion  laws  which  the  king  might  rged  with  applaufe  ? 
Aod  would  not  the  monarch  be  cautious  of  fufpending 
l$wsy  {0  good  in  themfelves  as  to  iecure  their  ehadion  in 
iucceflive  kg^tures  ? 

^Thc  difiruffion  of  this  important  queftion  was  not  con- 
aiedtotlwaflemWy.    The  city  of  Paris  moft  illegally 

1 4  and 


lao  HISTORY  OF  THE 

and  improperly  preiumed  to  diftate  on  this  occafion,  and 
afforded  a  mdancholy  omen  of  that  horrid  and  unconfti^ 
tutional  inteiference  by  Which  the  government  ivas  to  be 
afterwards  outraged :  the  populace  threatened  again  to 
relapfc  into  their  former  violence :  and  even  a  lift  was 
Ihc^yn  in  which  a  number  of  members  belonging  to  the 
affembly  itfelf  were  marked  for  deftruftion.  Rennes  and 
Dinan  alfo  formally  protefted  a^inft^the  veto  in  the  moft 
violent  terms.  In  the  mean  time  a  memoire  was  fent 
fix>m  M.  Neckar  to  the  aflembly  on  thisiiibjefl,  in  which 
by  a  number  of  very  fenfible  arguments,  he  edForced  the 
adoption  of  the  fufpenlive  veto,  limiting  its  effeftlo  two 
l^iflatures:  but  the  majority,  confifting  of  the  moft 
violent  of  both  parties,  on  the  plea  of  prohibiting  aD 
miniflerial  influence,  would  not  permit  the  memoiic  to 
l)e  read.  It  was,  however,  made  public  in  a  few  days, 
and  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  confiderable  weight  with  the 
people  at  leaft,  if  not  with  the  aflfembly.  It  was  therefoie 
at  length  determined,  "that  the  king  (hould  have  the 
power  ck  fufpencUng  any  decree  for  two  iucceffive  kgifla*- 
tures;  but  that  if  a  third  (hould  perfift  in  ena£hng  it,  in 
that  cafe  it  was  to  have  the  force  of  a  law  without  the 
royal  faniElion.'* 

While  the  aflembly  remained  undetermined  on  the 
important  quedion  of  the  royal  veto  (for  it  was  in  a^tation 
from  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  to  the  17th  of  September), 
other  fubjefts  of  government  not  lels  interefting  prefented 
themfelves  ior  difcuffion.  The  firft  of  thele  r^aixied 
the  permanence  of  a  national  aflembly  ;  in  plain  terms, 
whether  there  fhould  always  exift  an  aflembly  ready  to  be 
convoked  upon  any  occafion,  like  the  parliament  of 
England ;  or  whether  it  (hould  only  meet  periodically, 
and  be  virtually  diflblved  on  the  dole  of  the  (eflion.  On 
this  topic  there  was  little  room  for  diflent,  and  it  was 
canried  in  favour  of  a  permanent  aflembly  with  oidy  three 
diflenting  voices*    On  the  next  topic  of  difcuffion  there 
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was  le&  unanimity.  M.  Lally  ToUendal,  in  the  name  of 
the  committee  ot  conftitution,  propofed  that  the  k^fla. 
tute  (hould  confift  of  two  chambers,  a  lower  and  an  upper 
hcaiie.  In  the  or^nal  draft  which  tlie  reporter  exhibited 
as  an  improvement  oh  the  Engliih  conftitution,  tlie  fenate 
or  upper  houfe  was  to  be  compofed  of  members  chofen 
tor  life;  but  M.  Mounier  thou^t  that  thishig^i  dignity 
ought  to  be  confenred  only  for  ieven  years. 

This  propofed  oiganization  was  univerfally  diiapproved 
by'the  peq>]e.  It  was  evidently  founded  on  the  fuppofed 
balance  of  powers  in  the  Englifh  conftitution.  But  the 
popular  party  cohfidered  it  as  an  afylum  for  the  old  aril-^ 
tocracy,  and  (to  u(e  the  phraieolc^  of  a  writer  of  this 
party)  as  the  cradle  of  a  new  one :  nay^  even  the  partifans 
of  the  feudal  fyftem  oppoted  the  cteation  of  a  new  dignity, 
which  was  to  be  railed  in  ^dion  and  authority  above 
the  antient  nobility  of  the  realm. 

On  the  difcuffion  of  the  fubjeft  in  the  afiembly,  the 
Ei^iih  government  was  treated  with  all  due  refpeft;  but 
M.  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne  obferved,  that  the  eflablifli- 
ment  of  an  upper  houfe  there,  was  not  originally  with 
any  View  of  rdfa:aining  the  excefles  of  popul^  counieb, 
but  was  (imply  a  treaty  of  accommodation ;  a  capitulation 
between  the  arrc^anceof  the  great  and  the  {pint  of  liberty 
in  the  people.  **  It  is,"  faid  he,  "  one  of  the  feudal 
rdics,  and  we  have  agreed  to  deilroy  that  pernicious 
fyftcm.'' 

The  very  nature  of  things,  it  was  ui]^,  is  adverfe  to 
evory  (Uvifion  oif  the  legiflative  authonty.  The  nation 
which  is  reprefented  is  one^  the  reprefentative  body  ought 
to  be  one  alio.  The  will  of  the  nation,  of  which  the 
aflembly  is  the  organ,  is  indi^diible,  an\o  ou^t  to  be  the 
voice  which  prcmouhces  it. — Again,  S  the  two  chambcis 
have  xK)t  idpedively  a  veto  upon  the  a£b  of  each  other, 
there  is  i^  objedk  in  dividii^  them ;  if  each  of  them 
poilefles  tbis  veto,  m  fome  caies  they  will  be  reduced  to 
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pcrfeft  inaftion.  If  the  fenatdrs  are  appointed  fyr  lifc^ 
they -will  naturally  be  on  the  fide  o[  the  (monarch,  who 
may  gratify  their  avarice  by  places  and  penfions,  and  amufe 
their  ambition  by  fpfendid  expeftation«  and  promifes;  a 
fenate  for  life  would  then  be  no  more  than  an  additional 
force  added  to  the  executive  power. 

The  remjunder  of  the  debate  was  interrupted  and 
tumultuoiis.  The  bifhop  of  Langres,  who  was  piefident, 
and  4  decided  fiiend  to  the  meaAire  of  two  chambers, 
quitted  die  chair,  which  was  taken  by  the  count  de 
Clermont  Tonnerre ;  and  when  the  fuffi^ges  v«crc  tolkc- 
'ted,  though  moxt  than  one  thoufand  vot^,  oidy  ci^ty- 
.    nine  were  in  favour  of  an  i^per  houfe. 

In  the  difcuffion  of  the  veto  two  odier  fubjeds  had  aUb 
been  involved;  namely,  the  duration  oj  the  legijlativt 
iody,  and  the  mode  to  be  purfued  in  re-ekBing  the 
#  \      deputits.     On  the  firft  of  thefe  topics  two  evils  were  to 
i      be  avoided;  an  exiftence  too  fhort,  which  a£R)rded  no 
icQpe  for  e:q)erience,  nor  for  the  difplay  of  talents,  atd 
(      which  would  neoeflarily  render  the  operations  of  the  le^. 
I       bture  ver&tile  and  incunftant ;  and  a  protra6bed  duration^ 
\       winch  m^it  open  a  way  for  corruption,  and  generate  the 
'       ^n^  de  corps.    The  term  of  two  yean  was  adopted*, 
as.  the  medium  between  the  extreme  points  of  an  annual 
affembly  and  the  dangerous  poffeflion  of  authoirity  for  a 
more  extended  period.    The  fame  r^ons  induced  the 
aflembly  to  prefer  the  eleSion  of  new  t^members  entirely 
)      to  each  kgijlature,  rather  than  a  partiltie^leftion;  fince 
they  conceived,  tlwt  whatever  the  new  members  mi^ 
warxt  in  es^erienoe  they  woiild  compenfke  in  diUgcnce  and 
'     zeal  ^  that  it  mi^t  be  a  meaihs  of  extending  the  poHtical 
knowledge  and  ability  of  the  fuperior  dafies;  and,  in  fine, 
{     as  it  app&oed  the  only  effeAual  mode  of  utterly  excludh^ 
the  e^  of  fiidion  and  venality.    This,  however,  in  the 
♦  A  term  of  three  years  would  have  been  prelbnUe  fcr  many 
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oonclafion,  thou^  [it  did  honour  to  their  intentkco; 
proved  the  mod  ^tal  ot  all  the  faife  fbeps  taken  by  the 
conftituent  a£Ebmbly,  and  was  afluiedly  the  caufe  of  the 
difiblution  of  that  conftitution  which  they  had  efta- 
bliihed. 

The  aflembly  decreed  with  an  unanimous  vc^c  of 
acclamation,  .That  iht^erfon  of  the  king  is  inviolable: 
that  tiie  throne  is  indivijible:  that  the  crotiin  is  heredi-^ 
tary  in  the  males  of  the  reigning  &mily,  according  to  the 
piimogeniture,  to  the  perpetual  exclufion  of  females. 

The  unaninuty  on  thefe  queftions  was  nearly  deftroyed^ 
mnd  the  psoceedings  of  the  aflembly  interrupted,  b^  the 
artful  introdudidn  of  a  moft  imprudent  topic.  The  only 
hope  of  the  diiafiedbed  party  now  refted  on  the  probs^ilitj 
of  involving  die  nation  in  a  difpute  or  contefl  with  fonoe 
toceign  power  *,  and  a  &ir  opportunity  was  ofTeied  whoa 
the  motion  for  regulating  the  fucceflion  came  under  iCQPr 
fideratioD.  It  was  then  propofed,  that  the  aflembly 
fliodd  decide  whether  the  Spaniih  branch  of  the  Bourboa 
bmily  were  l^ally  excluded  by  the  renunciation  which 
PfaiHp  V.  had  ae^need  to  by.  the  treaty  of  Utretcht*  No 
queflion  could  be  more  impertinent  or  irrelevant  }h  its 
obje€l  than  this:  andthenecdfiury  confcquenceofaded- 
fion  muft  have  been,  on  the  one  hand  to  difguft  the  coiat 
of  Spain,  or  on  the  other  to  g^ve  occafion  to  the  calumqi- 
atoisof  the  new  legiflature  toaf|ert  that  they  paid  no  rega^ 
to  &e  facred  natme  of  treaties.  From  this  dilemma  thev 
weiehappilfrebeved,  after  three  daysdebate^  by  an  ameixl* 
ment  propofibd  by  M.  Targdt,  which  diiayowed  the 
intei^on  of  extending  the  fpirit  of  the  Iftd  Jof  the  abdire 
articks  to  the  piejud^g  of  die  ef&£i  of  renunciation  by 
flteaty. 

The  decrees  of  the  4th  df  Ai^uft  had,  as  we  have 
already  flated,  been  fent  to  the  kiiig;  and  on  the  tath  dt 
September  a  deaee  was  pafled,  prcifing  the  neodSity  (A 
%ir'prQn»u]^tion.    On  the  i8tb  a  letter  tvaa  reoeive^ 
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irom  his  majefly,  approving  in  general  terms  of  the  Ipirit 
of  the  deaees,  but  ikting  lome  objeftions  agabft  parti-f 
cular  articles,  efpecially  the  abolition  of  thofe  rents  which 
had  been  originally  founded  on  perfonal  fervice,  but 
.  which  were  to  the  prefent  proprietors  a  (pecies  of  adual 
property ;  and  alio  remarking,  that  fome  difficulty  would 
attend  the  abolition  of  tythes;  and  that  there  appeared 
ibme  danger  of  offending  the  German  princes  who  had 
pofleffions'  in  Alface,  which  were  fecured  to  them  by 
treaty.  To  thefe  articles  he  propofed  therefore  to  give 
only  a  conditional  aflfent,  with  a  promife  of  modifying  or 
renouncing  his  opinions,  if  convinced  by  the  obfervations 
of  the  national  aflembly. 

Neither  the  people  nor  the  aflfembly  were  fatisfied  with 
this  letter  of  the  king.  It  was  faid  that  thefe  deaees 
were  fent  to  the  executive  power,  not  for  his  aflent,  but 
for  the  purpofe  of  promulgation  merely ;  that  they  were 
principles  rather  than  laws,  and  that  the  ian£Uon  of  the 
executive  power  was  not  neceflary  to  the  confeaation  of 
principles;  but  that  the  obfervations  of  his  majefty  would 
come  more  properly  under  confideration  when  thefe 
articles  were  to  be  reduced  into  the  form  of  hws.  On 
the  motion  of  M.  Chapellier,  therefore,  it  was  refblved. 
"  That  the  prefident  ihould  wait  on  the  king  to 
entreat  him,  that  he  would  immediately  order  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  decrees  of  the  4  th  of  Auguftandthe 
following  days ;  afluring  his  majefly  that  the  national 
aiienibly  woukl  pay  the  moft  refpedtf  ul  attention  to  the 
obfervations  which  heliad  been  pleafed  to  communicate.*' 
The  kii^  immediately  acceded  to  the  wifhes  of  the 
legillature,  and  on  the  20th  of  September  iandtioned  the 
decrees. 

Amidft  this  general  profpedl  of  a  happy  efbblilhment 
of  rational  liberty,  the  derangement  of  the  finances 
ieemed  to  oppole  an  invincible  obffade  to  die  patrbtic 
labours  of  the  firiends  of  the  people.    The  propofed  loan 
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cf  eighty  millions  had  &iled ;  loans  in  general  were  deaied; 
and  the  cunent  fpecie  of  the  kingdom  was  transferred  to 
difbmt  countries.  Nothing,  however,  could  (Jifcoimge 
the  confidence  which  the  citizens  repofed  in  their  repre- 
ientdtives  ;  the  pecuniarv  difficulties  which  embarrafled 
the  government  were  no  looner  known,  than  a  number 
of  difintercfted  expedients  were  prcge&ed  for  rdievii^ 
them.  The  wives  and  daughtei^  of  the  opulent  inhabi- 
tants of  Paris  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  and, 
after  the  example  of  the  Roman  ladies,  of&red  theif 
jewels  and  ornaments  of  value  on  the  altar  of  the 
public.  The  whole  kingdom  was  at  once  aftuated  by  a 
general  enthuiiafm ;  infancy  facrificed  its  tojrs ;  old  age 
its  comforts ;  opulence  prefented  the  tribute  of  its  wealtib^ 
and  poverty  itlelf  confecrated  to  its  country  a  part  of 
its  fubfiftence.  The  king,  whofe  benevolence  has  never' 
been  quefHoned,  however  imprudently  he  may  have  aifted 
in  fome  difficult  circumflances,  and  under  improper 
influence,  voluntarily  fent  his  rich  fervices  of  plate  to  the 
mint,  though  the  aflembly  entreated  him  in  the  ftroi^^ 
terms  to  revoke  his  refolution. 

The  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  however,^were  too  confide* 
rable  to  be  materially  relieved  by  thefe  patriotic 
donations ;  and  they  were  found  fcarcely  fufficient  to 
anlwer  the  current  expences.  M.  Neckarwas  the  only 
perfon  who  did  not  defpair.  He  had  the  courage  to 
reprdent  to  the  aflembly  the  calamitous  fituation  of  the 
republic,  and  the  means  ©f  alleviatii^  it.  He  (hewed 
that  by  cert^n  rcduftions  in  the  public  expence,  by 
dii&rent  projedbsof  occonomy,  by  an  equalization  of  the 
taxes,  the  inqft  reafonable  hopes  might  be  entert^ed 
refpefting  the  future  rcftoration  of  credit,  and  re-eflabli(h- 
ment  of  the  finances  j  and,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
prefent  embarraflmants,  piopofed  that  a  contribution 
Jhould  be  demanded  J^rom  each  citizen  equivalent  to  a 
quarter  qf  his  nett  income,  to  be  collefted  in  the  Ipaca 

of 
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ci  fifteen  months,  agreeably  to  the  folemn  de<pIaration  ctf 
^.  reipcttiye  coutrSutors.  The  affexnbly  were  teri^ift^ 
^  the  boldnels  of  the  proje^  ^  but  the  cx»unt  de  Mirabeau, 
who  poflibly  xepentingat  the  (hare  he  had  taken  in 
defeajting  thp  former  projeft  of  the  minifter,  now  exierted 
llie  full  force  of  his  ixrefiftible  ttilents  in  his  favour.  He 
proved  that  the  exigencies  of  the  iUte  required  an 
ijnmediate  fupply ;  ai^  that  it  was  impoiiible  to  fubftitute 
a  lacw  fchenie  of  fin^iKc  in  the  place  of  tliat  propofed  by 
Id.  Ifeckar^  ojf  even  to  examine  that  which  he  hs^d 
fubmittai  to  Uiem  i  fince  to  go  through  the  very  figures 
Vfhich  the  ftatement  contained  would  require  a  period  of 
not  lefs  than  three  entire  months.  He  luged  the  neoe^ty 
or  confidence  in  fucb  a  conjunfture :  a  confidence  which 
heobderyed  the  former  coriduft  of  the  minifler  entirely 
warranted ;  and  which  ought  now  to  be  accorded  to  him, 
eyen  thoi^h  his  plan  mi^t  not  be  the  bed  that  human 
ingemuty  could  de?i(e,  becaufe  there  was  no  other  before 
them  which  they  could  adopt.  The  aflembly  upon  thefe 
je^&X3s  accepted  the  plan  of  M-.Neckar ;  and  on  the  ift 
of  Odober  he  prefented  it  in  its  perfed  form,  and  with  it 
bis  Qwi^  contribution,  which  amounted  to  10O9OOO 
livres, 

.  Though  the  icheme  however  was  accepted  in  the 
gpnetal,  die  ex^ution  of  it  in  detail  appeared  to  be 
attended  with  fome  difficulty  ;  the  principal  of  which 
was  that  ail  the  cahiers  or  inftrudions  haid  prohibited  the 
imppfing  of  any  taxes  till  the  constitution  (hgvid  be 
eftablifticd.  In  this  cafe,  however,  the  neoeffities  of  the 
fiate  gendered  a.  ftrid  compliance  ^yith  the  inftructions 
impoffihle ;  but  as  a  pledge  to  the  public,  that  the 
a£[embly  were  not  inattentive  to  the  will  of  their  confti- 
tuents,  fevcral  of  the  patriotic  nnembers  propofed,  that 
th^  king  fhould  be  requeued  to  accept  that  part  of  the 
conftitution  which  was  already  determined,  prewus  to 
l^efcnting  him  wkh  the  deaee  concermng  this  extraordi- 
nary. 
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flary  impcA,  M«  Mirabeau.  happily  combiniog  the 
dii]feient  views  upon  this  fubjedt,  propofed  to  make  the 
firil  p^  of  M.  Neckar*sp]an  the  preamble  to  the  decree, 
in  order  that  the  profpedof  reUd'mig)b^t*be  asconipicuous 
as  the  demand.  His  plan  was  therefore  adopted,  not- 
witfaftanding  the  clamours  of  bppofitioa;  and  the  decree, 
along  wj^h  the  declaration  of  rights,  was  in  this  (htc 
prefented  to  the  king. 

The  events  wbir^  follow,:  are  by  the  candid  of  sdi 
parties  allowed  to  be  Ml  enveloped  in  an  almoft  impene- 
trable doud  of  myftery.  The  democratic  writers  affirt, 
that  a  plot  wa$  concerted  of  immenfe  extent  for  the  total 
ruin  of  the  liberties  of  France ;  the  principal  articles  of 
which  were — That  the  king  was  to  be  tranlported  vdun- 
tarily,  or  involtwtarily,  to  Metz;  where  the  royal  flan* 
daid  ^'as  to  be  ereded;  where  all  the  ancient  in(truments 
<rf  defpotiim,  the  mmifters,  aenerals  and  parliaments, 
were  to  be  a^bnbled,  and  toifiiie  manifeftoes  againft  the 
reprdentatives  of  the  ruition—That  a  fubfcriptbn  was 
a&ually  opened,  by  them. who  termed  themfelves  the 
Hfig's  party^  for  the  exprefe  purpofe  of  carrying  on  a 
civil  war — That  both  the  capital  and  Veriaillcs  was  once 
more  to  be  invcftcd  with  a  powerful  army — and  that  the 
national  aflembly  was  to  be  forcibly  diflblved.  Thefe 
aflertions  undoubtedly  receive  fome  countenance  from 
the  fragment  of  a  letter  from  the  count  d'Eftaing  tothe 
queen,  in  which  he  mentions  iome  rumouiB  having 
reached  his  ears,  aqd  in  which  he  eameftly  difluades  her 
fiom  becoming  a  party  in  fb  lalh  a  meafure.  The  court 
party,  on  the  other  hand,  throw  the  blarne  upon  their 
advedaries^  and  affirm  that  tlie  whole  was  a  preconcerted 
plan  of  the  popular  leaders  to  force  the  lung  and  the 
aflfembly  to  rcfide  within  the  walls  of  Paris. 

All  however  that  b  known  with  certainty  refpeding. 
the  circumftances  which  conduced  to  the  commotion  at 
Yer&illes  is,   that  the  minds  of  the  two  great  parties 

w|iich 
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Pihkh  had  already  begi:m  to  afiiune  the  ^idious  epithets 
of    democratic  axKl  arijlatratic^    were  at  this  period 
inflamed  to  a  mofl:  extravagant  pitch  of  refentment,  and 
difpded  to  fufpedt  each  other  of  the  moft  attiodous 
defigns ;  that  the  declaration  of  rights  and  the  fird  arrides 
of  die  conftitution  had  remained  for  fonte  days  in  the 
hands  of  the  king,  who  had  delayed  to  give  them  tlie 
expc^ed  fan£tion;  that  the  clamours  of  the  ariftoaatic 
party  were  louder  than  ever;  that  every  mode  was  efiayed 
to  work  upon  the  compsd^ion  and  the  loyalty  of  the 
nation;  that  the  kif^  was  reprefented  as  dethroned,  and 
Deduct  to  the  moft  abjed  ftate  of  flaveiy;  and  that 
ibme  of  the  dependants  of  the  court,  in  the  plenitude  of 
their  zeal,  were  heard  to  boafl  <<that  a  few  days  would 
itftore  affiurs  to  their  ancient  fituation,  and  that  the 
king  and  his  minifters  woiild  lefiime  their  power/'     It  is 
well  known  on  the  other  hand,   that  the  old  French 
guards,  who  compoied,  as  we  have  already  feen,  the 
centre  company   in  each  battalion   of  the  city  militia, 
and  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  the  honour  of  guarding 
the  king's  perfon,  faw  with  a  mofl  jealous  eye  that 
important  truft  committed  to  the  body  giuiid  and  the 
militia  of  Veriailles.     It  -is  not  improbable  too,  that  the 
more  ardent  of  the  patriotic  party  m^ht  entertain  fufpi- 
cions,  that  the  fbvereign  might  one  day  xSkdi  an  efcape 
from  the  unguarded  palace  of  Veriailles  to  put  himielf 
into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  might  fecretly  wiih 
to  fee  faim  lodged  in  the  centre  of  a  city  devoted  to  their 
interefb,  and  bom  which  there  was  but  little  protxd:>ility 
of  retreat. 

An  incident  which  occurred  at  Ver£ulles  (which 
ftamps  the  conduft  of  the  court  with  at  leaft  the  (tigma 
of  imprudence,  and  which  evinced  that  they  were  not 
without  hopes  that,  as  the  revolution  was  in  a  great 
mea(ure  eflfefted  by  the  change  which  was  produced  in 
the  minds  of  the  ioldicry,  a  iimilar  change  might  operate 
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in  their  fkvour)  contributed  to  blow  the  glowing  embers 
into  an  open  flame.  The  Count  d*E(laing,  who  com- 
manded the  national  guard  of  V^rlailles,  either  influenced 
by  the  court,  or  jealous  of  the  inclination  which  the 
French  guards  had  manifefted  to  partake  in  the  honour  ' 
of  guarding  their  monarch,  requefted  an  additional 
regiment  to  affifl  him  in  preferving  tranquillity  and  order 
at  the  palace ;  and  the  regiment  of  Flanders  dragoons 
was  accordingly  ordered  for  this  fervice.  On  the  ift  of 
October  an  entertainment  (the  firft  that  was  ever  given 
in  public  at  VerfiuUes  by  that  body)  was  given  by  the 
gaides-du-coips,  or  king's  body  guard,  to  die  officers  c^ 
the  regiment  of  Flanders ;  and  to  augment  the  unpopu- 
larity of  the  circumflance,  it  was  given  in  the  royal 
ialoom.  Several  of  the  dficers-of  tihe  national  euard, 
with  otheis  of  the  military,  were  in^ted  At  the  fecond 
courle,  four  toafls  were  given,  «  The  king,  and  the  queen, 
the  dauphin,  and  the  royal  family/'  <<  The  nation'*  was 
piopofed,  but,  acoordii^  to  a  "number  of  witneiTes, 
(jqxeflly  rgeCbd  by  the  gardes-du-corjfs. 

The  king  was  juft  returned  from  hunting,  and 
the  queen^  having  been  infomied  of  the  gsdety  of  the 
fcenes  perfuaded  his  majefty  to  accompany  her  with  the 
heir  apparent  to  the  faloon,  which  was  now  filled  with 
foldieis — ^the  grenadiers  o(  Flanders  and  the  Swifi  chafleiirs 
having  been  admitted  to  the  deflert.  The  queen 
appesuned  with  the  dauphin  in  her  arms,  s^^ionate  as 
(he  was  bvely,  and  canied  the  royal  infant  through  the 
&loon,  amidft  the  acclamations  and  murmurs  of  the 
fpedatoTS.  Fired  with  enthufiafm,  the  foldiers  drank 
5ie  health  of  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  dauphin,  with 
their  (words  Aawn  j  and  the  royal  guefb  bowed  refpeft- 
fully,  and  retired. 

The  entertainment,  which  had  hitherto  been  conduced 
with  forae  degree  of  order,  now  became  a  Icene  of  ^entitc 
confufion.     Nothing  was  omitted  to  inflame  the  pafiions 
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of  the  military.  The  mufic  played  the  &vourite  air-^- 
<<  O  Richaid,  O  my  lui^,  the  wodd  abandons  thee  ;** 
the  ladies  of  the  court  diftnbuted  white  cockades^  the 
antipatriotic  enfigii;  and  even  fome  of  the  national  guaid, 
it  is  &id,  had  the  weaknefe  to  accept  them.  In  the 
height  of  diis  political  banquet,  it  is  affirmed,  and  there  is 
indeed  litdecauie  to  doubt  it,  thai:  many  expreffions  of 
marked  diirefpeft  towards  the  aiiembly  and  the  nation 
dfcaped  from  the  officers  of  the  gaides-du-corps,  and 
Others  of  the  militaiy ;  this  however  might  eafily  have 
happened  in  fuch  drcumftances,  without  the  leail  of  pre- 
meditation or  evildefign. 

During  thefe  transitions  the  city  of  Paris  was  afflided 
with  all  the  evils  of  famine.  Either  no  bread  was  to  be 
obtained,  or  bread  of  fo  bad  a  quality,  that  tho  populace, 
always  miilrofllul  and  (iifiHcious,  were  not  without  their 

-alarms  of  a  criminal  defi^  upon  the  lives,  or  at  leail  the 
health,  of  the  inhabitants.  Such  was  the  ftate  of  thingis 
when  the  news  arrived  of  die  fatal  banquet  at  Veriailks. 
The  circumflances  which  we  have  related  were  ftrange^y 
magnified;  and  all  the  fufpicions  which  were  entertained 
lef^fting  the  defign  of  difiblving  the  aiTemblyy  add 
carrying  off  the  fbvereign,  were  added  in  exaggeration. 
At  the  fame  time  the  mutual  refentment  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  hourly  augmented;  and  the  imprudent 
condudt  of  the  minority  expofed  them  to  every  infult. 
White  and  black  cockades  were  worn  as  fignab  of  dsfianoe. 
They  were  torn  out  of  the  hats  of  the  wearers  by  the 
mob ;  but  f uch  was  the  enthuiiafhi  of  one  of  thefe  v<)ta- 
ries  of  party,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  picked  up  fix>m  the 
ground  this  relic  of  loyalty,  to  have  kifled  it  refpedtfiilly, 
and  attempted  to  replace  it  in  his  hat.  Every  mes^ure 
that  could  be  taken  by  the  three  hundred  direftors  of  the 
mumcipality  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the  in(line£tion 

.  was  taken — in  vain !  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  memo- 
rable 5di  of  Odober,  a  woman  fallied  out  from  the 

quarter 
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quarter  of  St.  Eufiacia,  and  enterii^  the  corps-du-garde, 
^klfeizii^  a  drum,  paraded  the  adjacent  ftieets  beating  an 
ahnn,  and  exciting  the  people  with  ckmouis  retpeddng 
the  fcaicity  of  bread.  She  was  loon  joined  by  a  very 
numerous  mob>  chiefly  of  women,  and  repaired  immedi- 
ately to  the  Hotel  de  Ville.  A  few  of  the  committee 
of  the  commune  were  aflembled;  and  M.  Gouvion,  at 
the  head  «of  the  national  guard,  endeavoured  to  prevent 
their  entrance ;  but  thefoldiers,  fwayed  either  by  g^lantry, 
humanity,  or  diiafTedion,  gave  way,  and  permitted  them 
to  pals.  Some  of  the  women,  who  by  their  air  and 
manner  appeared  to  be  of  a  fuperior  c^s,  entered  with 
good  humour  into  converlation  with  the  committee,  and 
pleaded  eloquently  the  caufe  of  their  companions,  who 
under  various  drcumftanoes  of  milery  came  to  aik  for 
relief.  But  the  greater  number,  both  by  their  appearance 
and  their  conduct,  fliewdd  that  they  were  colleded  from 
die  bwdft  rank  of  indigence  and  depravity.  With  horrid 
imprecations  they  demanded  bread  and  arms;  they 
exclaimed  with  violence  s^nft  the  pulillanimity  of  the 
men,  and  threatened  the  lives  of  the  whole  committee, 
and  particularly  of  M.  Bailly  and  the  marquis  [de  la 
Fayette.  Others  penetrated  the  magazine  of  arms ;  and 
a  third  troop  alcendKl  the  belfry,  where  they  attempted  to 
ffaat^le  the  abbe  de  Lefevre.  In  one  of  the  halls  two 
furies  endeavoured  to  fet  fire  to  the  public  -papers,  but 
were  happily  prevented  by  Staniflaus  MaiUard,  who  had 
rendered  himfelf  fo  famous  at  the  taking  of  the  Bailille. 

This  young  patriot,  finding  all  endeswours  to  refill  the 
fury  of  the  mob  ia  vain,  employed  a  new  ftratagem  to 
pidbve  his  country.  He  applied  to  the  commanding 
officer  for  his  authority ;  and  having  obtained  it,  he 
proceeded  down  the  flairs  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  which 
were  filled  with  women,  and  faizing  a  dram,  which  lay 
at  die  door,  he  offered  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
iniuigents,  the  univeriai  clamour  was  to  proceed  to  Ver« 

'  Ks  failles. 
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iailles^  By  an  unanimous  (hout  of  applaufe  Maillard  was 
chofen  captain  of  this  turbulent  troop-  and  by  his 
authority  the  aflembly  was  adjourned  to  the  Cliampt 
Elifees.  When  anived  at 'this  general  rendezvous  their 
numbers  amounted  to  eight  thouGind ;  and  their  firfl 
meafure  was  to  furround  their  chief,  and  to  infill  upon  his 
leading  them  to  the  arfenal  to  equip  themCelves  completely 
with  arms.  *  Fortunately  he  had  authority  enough  to 
make  himfelf  heard,  and  to  convince  them  that  the  arms 
had  been  removed  from  the  arfenal ,  and  he  had  even 
lufEcient  addrefs  to  engage  them  to  lay  afide  the  weapons 
with  which  they  had  provided  themfelves,  by  reprinting 
to  them,  that  fince  their  objeft  was  to  lupplicate  the 
aflembly  for  juftice  and  for  bread,  they  would  operate 
more  forcibly  on  the  compaflion  of  tiiat  body,  by  appear- 
ing as  diflreiTed  petHioners,  than  with  arms  in  their 
■  bands.  They  departed  for  Verlailles  about  noon,  preceded 
by  a  company  of  armed  men,  and  gDarded  in  the  rear  by 
the  volunteers  of  the  Bailille,  whom  Maillard  had 
prepared  for  that  purpofe. 

Unfortunately  the  fanaticifm  of  the  moment  was  com- 
municated to  the  grenadiers.  They  not  only  dedared, 
"  that  they  could  not  turn  their  bayonets  againfl  thfe 
poor  women  who  came  to  afk  for  bread/'  but  intimated 
an  ir.clination  themfelves  to  proceed  to  VerfsuUes.  Their 
fpokefman  decbjmed  loudly  aaainft  die  committee  of 
fubf^ftcnce,  againft  the  gardes-du-corps,  and  <x)ncluded, 
''  that  the  people  were  miferable,  and  the  fource  of  the 
evil  was  at  Verlailles ;  that  they  mufl  go  and  find  out  the 
king,  and  bring  him  to  Paris."  While  the  marquis  dc  la 
Fayette  reafoned,  infilled,  threatened,  the  tumult  incieafed 
from  all  quarters;  an  immenfe  crowd  armed  with  flicks^ 
pikes,  guns,  &c.  ruihcd  iinom  the  fubuibs  ;•  and  though 
the  national  guard  speared  not  in  the  moft  tradkable 
difpofition,  the  mayor  .and.  municipality  probably  con- 
ceived it  to  be  the  only  means  of  preventing  milchief  at 
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Veriailles  to  permit  their  departure  with  thdr  commander 
at  their  head.  The  marquis  therefore  received  an  order 
to  depart  for  Veri^ulles,  and  it  was  moft  cheerfully  obeyed 
by  the  national  guard. 

The  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  the  majority  of 
whom  at  lead  were  totally  unconfcious  of  what  was  pafling 
in  Paris,  were  aflembled  on  the  5th,  in  expedtation  of 
receiving  back  the  conftitutional  articles  fendtioned  by 
the  kii^.  M.  Mounier  was  then  prefident.  The  fitting 
opened  with  reading  a  letter  from  the  king,  in  which  he 
pleaded  "  the  difficulty  of  judging  partially  of  the  con- 
ftitution ;"  adding,  however,  that  in  the  confidence  that 
the  new  articles  were  calculated  to  efbiblifh  the  happinefs 
and  profperity  of  the  kingdoni,  he  accepted  them ;  but 
with  one  pofitive  condition,  that  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
whole  fyftem  the  executive  power  fhould  have  its  entire 
efieft  in  the  hands  of  the  monarch.  He  concluded  with 
d^ferving,  that  though  thefe  conftitutional  articles  did  not 
all  indifcriminatdy  prefent  liim  with  the  idea  of  perfec- 
tion, yet  he  thought  it  prc^r  tJ)  pay  this  refpeft  to  the 
wifh  of  the  aflembly,  and  to  the  alarming  circum/lanees 
which  fo  ftrongly  preffed  him  to  defire  the  re-effablifliment 
of  peace,  order,  ai^  confidence. 

This  letter  by  no  means  proved  acceptable  to  the 
afi&mblyj  the  popular  members  marked  in  flronjg  terms 
their  diiapprobation  of  this  provifional  aflent,  which  only 
feemed  to  be  given  in  conlequence  of  the  alarming 
circumftances  of  the  nation.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate 
many  allufions  were  made  to  the  indecent  feflival  of  the 
military  which  dilgraced  Verfailles  on  the  preceding  week. 
The  infults  ofTeroi  to  the  nation  and  the  national 
CQckade  were  pointedly  mentioned,  as  well  as  the  menaces 
of  the  foldiery;  A  motion  was  at  length  made,  that  the 
guilty  perfons  on  that  occafion  fhould  be  delivered  up  to 
the  rigour  of  the  law,  and  that  the  acculations  which  had 
been  infinuated  fhoidd  be  formed  into  a  criminal  procefs,  / 

K3     '  At 
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At  thefe  words  the  count  de  Mirabeau  rofe.  **  I  begin," 
faid  he,  **  by  declaring  that  I  confidcr  the  motions  as 
Supremely  impolitic;  nevertheleis,  if  it  is  perfifted  in,  I 
km  ready  to  produce  the  details,  and  to  fign  them  with 
my  own  hand.  But  tihs  aflembly  muft  firft  declare  that 
the  perfon  ot  the  king  alone  is  facred,  and  that  all  other 
individuals,  whatever  their  flation^  are  equally  iubjeds, 
and  relponfible  to  the  laws."  The  prudence  of  the 
prefident  and  the  aflembly  prevailed  over  the  raflinefs  of 
both  parties.  The  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  it.  was 
decreed,  that  the  prelident  (hould  wait  on  the  king  to 
requeft  a  fimple  acceptance  of  the  conftitutional  articles. 
The  aflembly  was  frequently  alarmed,  during  the  courfe 
of  this  difciiflion,  by  repeated  mtelligence  that  all  Paris 
was  advancing  to  Veiiailles.  MaiUard  conducted  his 
tumultuous  troop  with,  uncommon  addrefs.  When  he 
came  within  fight  of  Verfailles  he  arranged  them  in 
three  ranks;  and  advertifed  them,  that  as  they  were 
entering  a  place  where  they  weie  not  expefted,  they  muft 
be  careful,  by  the  cheerfobe(s  of  their  appearance  and 
the  regularity  of  their  conduft,  to  excite  no  alarms  in 
the  inhabitatnts.  When  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  national 
aflembly,  Maillard  undertook  tofpeak  for  them.  He 
entered  attended  by  fifteen  of  the  women,  and  perfuaded 
the  reft  to  wait  for  his  return  at  the  eate.  His  addrefi 
had.  two  objedb:  <*  to  entreat  that  the  aflembly  wo\ild 
devife  fome^  method  of  relieving  the  dreadhil  fcarcity  of 
bread  which  prev^ed  at  Paris,  and  v/hkh  he  faid  had 
been  occafioned  by  the  interception  of  convoys,  and  by 
the  monopolifts;  and  to  folicit  that  the  gardeS'<lu-corp5 
might  be  ordered  to  aflume  the  national  cockade."  He 
had  fcarcely  finilhed,  when  a  national  cockade  was  pre- 
fented  to  him  on  the  parts  'of  the  gardes-du-corps,  as  a 
proof  that  they  had  already  adopted  it.  Maillard  fhewed 
it  to  the  women,  who  immediately  anfwered,  by  loud 
jicclamations  of  Vive  le  roi^  &  MM.  Us  gardes-di^ 
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corf  si  A  deputation  was  immediately  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  king  with  (this  intelligence. 

The  king  had  gone  tliat  morning  to  take  the  diverfion 
of  Ihootii^  in  the  woods  of  Meudon ;  and  in  the  midft 
of  hb  Iport  intelligence  was  brought,  "  that  a  moft  for- 
midable band  of  women  were  on  the  way  from  Paris, 
exclaiming  for  bread/*  **Alas!"  anfwered  the  kii^, 
*«  if  I  had  it,  I  fliould  not  wait  to  be  aiked."  On  his 
return,  as  foon  as  he  mounted  his  horie,  a  dievalier  of 
St.  Louis  fell  upon  his  knees  and  beieeched  hb  majefty 
not  to  be  afraid.  "  I  never  was  afraid  in  my  life," 
returned  the  king. 

On  his  dnival  at  VerfaiUes,  he  found  the  gaides-du- 
corps  and  the  national  guard  under  amis,  and  the  palace 
funounded  by  t  mob.  With  a  deputation  ftom,  the 
aflembly,  five  of  the  women  were  introduced  to  his 
xnajefly,  who  on  hearing  of  the  difbefies  of  the  metro* 
pdis  was  extremely  moved,  and  the  women  fympachized 
in  the  feelings  of  the  monarch.  Louila  Chabry,  a 
young  woman  who  was  employed  in  fome  of  the' branches 
of  fculpturc,  and  was  only  feventeen  years  of  age,  fainted. 
When  (he  recovered  (he  defirpd  leave  to  ki6  the  kirk's 
hand,  who  embraced  her,  and  difmifled  her  with  an 
elegant  compliment.  The  women  without  doors  could 
icarcely  believe  the  report  of  thofe  who  had  been  admit- 
ted. In  the  mean  rime  the  king  figned  an  order  for 
,bringii^  com  from  Senlis  and  de  Lagni,  and  for  removii^ 
every  obflack  which  impeded  the  fupply  of  Paris.  This 
ordor  was  reported  to  the  women,  and  they  retired  with 
acdamarions  of  gratitude  and  joy. 

This  band  of  Amazons  was  no  fooncr  difperfcd  than 
it  was  fucceeded  by  another,  headed  by  M.  Brunout,  a 
foklier  ot  the  Parifian  guard^  whom  they  had  compelled 
to  afiiime  tlie  unplez^uit  office  of  their  leader.  It  is 
iincertain  upon  what  provocation  M.  Savonieres,  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  gurdes-du-corps,  and  two  other  officers, 
K4  imprudently 
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imprudently  fingkd  out  Brudout  firom  his  company,  and 
chaied  him  along  the  ranks  with  their  drawn  labres.  The 
unhappy  man  was  upon  the  point  of  being  cut  to  pieces 
with  their  labres,  when  one  of  the  national  guard  of  Ver- 
iailles  fired  upon  M.  Savonieres,  and  broke  his  arm>  and 
by  that  means  faved  the  life  of  Brunout :  and  this  incident 
is  (aid  to  have  greatly  inaeafed  that  unfortunate  antipathy 
which  the  people  afterwards  manifefled  by  atrocious  a£bs 
of  cruelty  to  the  gardes-du-corps. 

Whether  there  was  indeed  a  concerted  plan  to  cany 
off  the  King  to  Metz,  or  whether  the  court  was  really 
terrified  by  the  accident  which  we  have  juft  recdunted,  it 
is  imppffiblc  to  determine;  but  the  king's  carriages  were' 
ordered  to  the  gate  of  the  cafUe  whicli  conununicates 
with  the  orangery.  The  national  guard  of  Veriailles, 
however  which  occupied  tfie  poll,  refufed  to  permit  them 
to  pafs;  and  the  king  himlelf  was  refolute  in  hisdetenni- 
naption  to  (lay,  declaring,  ^*  tliat  he  woukl  rather  perifb, 
than  that  the  tdood  of  the  people  (hould  be  fpilled  in  his 
quarrel." 

The  aflembly  continued  fitting ;  but  the  feffion  tiimul- 
tuoos,  and  intermpted  by  the  (bouts  and  harangues  of 
the  Parifian  fi(h-women,  who  filled  the  galleries.*  A 
letter,  however,  from  the  kii^  was  read,  deploring  the 
(carcity  of  provifions,  and  recommending  that  effedual 
means  might  be  taken  to  remedy  that  calaniity ;  and  in 
a  little  time  after  N.  Mounier  entered  with  the  pure  and 

♦  The  fuperior  wildom  of  the  Americaa  congrefs  over  the 
French  adembly  was  noanifeft  in  many  inflamces,  but  in  none 
more  than  this,  that  their  deliberations  were  all  private,  or  at  leaft 
in  the  prefencc  of  few  auditors.  The  orators  of  the  French 
aflcmblics,  too  eager  for  applaufe,  imprudently  opened  their  gal. 
leries  or  tribunes  to  the  public.  The  lead  pernicious  efFeft  of  this 
injudicious  arrangement  was,  that  the  aflembly  became  a  mere 
theatre,  and  the  members  only  a^lors,  whofe  fole  view  was  to 
catch  the  applaufe  of  the  galleries.  In  the  end  the  auditors 
became  their  makers,  and  uf^d  them  as  they  d€fer\ncd.' 

iimplc 
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iimple  aflent  of  (be  kinp  to  the  conftitutional  artides.  ^ 
The  aflembly  was  then  adjourned;  but  the  applaufewhidi " 
*  was  befiowed  on  its  proceecUi^  was  mingled  witl^  aflfedting 
munnurs  and  cx>mplaints,  the  multitude  crying  out. that 
they  were  actually  ftarving,  and  that  the  majority  of  them 
had  eat  nothing  for  upwards  of  twenty-four  hours.  The 
piefident  therefore  humanely  ordered  that  provifionsftiould 
be  fought  for  in  every  part  of  the  town,  and  the  hall  of  the 
ailemUy  was  the  (cene  of  a  miferable,  fcanty,  and  tumul* 
tuous  banquet.  Indeed,  fuch  was  the  dreadful  famine,  that 
the  horie  of  one  of  the  gardes-du-corps  being'  killed  in  a 
tumult,  he  was  immediately  roafted,  and  greedily  devoured 
by  the  mob.  Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  aflem- 
bly, MaiUard  and  a  number  of  the  women  (et  off  in 
carriages,  provided  by  the  king,  for  Paris,  carrying  with 
them  the  king's  letter,  and  the  refolves  ot  the  national 
aflembly,  in  the  hope  o(  reftoring  peace  to  the  metropolis. 
Darknefs  and  a  deluge  of  rain  added  to  the  horrors  ot 
the  night.  The  wretched,  multitudes  who  had  travelled 
fiom  Paris  were  eiqx)fed,  aknoft  famifhed,  to  the  incle- 
mencies of  the  weather  in  the  open  fbeets:' within  the 
caftle  all  was  trepidation;  nothii^  was  to  be  heard  from 
without  but  imprecations,  and  the  voice  of  enraged 
multitudes  demanding  the  lives  of  the  queen  and  of  the 
gardes-du-corps.  Towards  midnight,  however,  'all  « 
appeared  tolerably  peaceable,  when  the  beating  of  the 
drums,  and  the  li^t  of  innumerable  torches,  announced 
the  approach  of  the  Pariiiah  army.  The  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  on  his  arrival  repaired  to  the  royal  clofet,  and 
informed  the  king  of  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  day; 
a  part  of  the  national  guards  were  diftributed  in  pofts 
agreeably  ,to  the  orders  of  hb  majefty :  the  refl  were 
entertained  by  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles,  or  retired  to 
lodge  in  the  churches  and  public  edifices,  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  night;  and  tranquillity  appeared  once  more 
perfciftly  reftored. 

The 
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The  troops  oi  vagabonds  who  had  accompanied  Mail- 
'lard,  or  who  had  followed  the  ParilTan  militia,  were  chiefly 
dilpofed  of  in  the  hall  of  the  aflembly,  and  in  the  great 
corps-de-garde ;  and  at  about  five  in  the  morning  the 
marc^is  de  la  Fayette,  after  vifiting  all  the  pofls,  ai^d 
found  every  thing  perfeftly  quiet,  retired  to  his  chamber 
to  write  to  the  municipality  of  f^aris,  and  perhi^  in  the 
hope  of  fnatchingja  few  hours  repofe. 

The  day  began  to  break  at  about  half  pafl  five:  and 
at  this  period,  crowds  of  women  and  other  defperate 
perfons,  breathing  vengeance  and  thirfting  for  blood, 
sidvanced  to  the  caRle,  which,  in  the  fatal  iecurity  which 
the  anival  of  the  Parifian  militia  infpired,  was  left  unguar- 
ded in  leveral  places.  Some  of  the  iron  gates  were  fhut, 
and  (bme  left  open.  An  immenfe  crowd  found  its  way 
into  the  cour  des  miniJireSy  and  immediately  proceeded 
to  the  royal  gate,  which  was  fhut,  and  a  number  of 
the  invaders  attempted  to  fcale  it.  Another  troop 
of  ruffians  proceeded  to  the  chapel  court,  and  another  to 
that  of  the  princes,  and  by  both  thef e  avenues  penetrated 
into  the  royal  court.  Some  hafly  dilpofitions  of  defence 
were  made  by  a  M.  Aguefleau ;  die  ^rdes-du-corps  were 
foon  under  amis,,  and  one  man  was  wounded  by  them  in 
the  arm,  and  another  fhot  dead.  The  aowd  immedi- 
ately mounted  the  grand  flair-cafe,  where  one  of  the 
gatdes-du-corps,  M.  Miomandre,  endeavoured  to 
difTuadc  them  from  their  attempt;  but  he  narrowly  efca- 
ped  with  his  life.  M.  Taidivet  du  Repaire  hafled  to  the 
queen*?  apartment,  in  order  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 
At  banditti;  but  he  was  aflailed  by  thoufands,  and  felled 
to  the  ground.  A  villain  with  a  pike  attempted  to  pierce 
him  to  the  heart;  but  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  wnefl 
the  weapon  firom  his  hand,  with  which  he  pamed  the 
attacks  of  his  enemies,  and  at  length  efFedted  his  efcapc. 
M.  Miomandre  in  the  mean  time  made  his  way  to  the 
queen's  apartment.     He  C'{>ened  the  door,  and  cried  out 
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to  a  lady  whom  he  &w  in  t  be  inner  chamber*^^*  Save  tbe 
cpieen,  madam,  her  life  is  in  danger;  I  am  here  alone 
a^inft  two  thouiand  tigers.'*  He  (hut  the  door ;  and 
after  a  few  minutes  reiiflence  was  defperatdy  wounded 
with  a  pike,  and  left  for  dead :  thou^  he  afterwards 
recovered.  » 

The  queen  had  been  awaked  a  quarter  of  an  hoiir 
before  by  the  clamours  of  the  women  who  aflembbd 
upon  the  terrace;  but  her  waiting- women  had  iatisfied 
her  by  faying,  "  that  they  were  only  the  women  of  Paris, 
who  (he  fuppbfed,  not  being  able  to  find  a  lodging,  wem 
waUdng  about."  But  th^  tumult  approaching,  and 
becoming  apparendy  more  feriou%  Ihe  rcrfe,  drefled  herfelf 
in  hafle,  aiKl  ran  to  the  king's  apartment  by  a  private 
paflage.  In  her  way  (he  hesud  the  noiie  of  a  pifbl  and 
a  mulket,  which  redoubled  her  tenxir.  «  My  firiends," 
(aid  (he  to  every  jjerfbn  (he  met,  «  fave  me  and  my  chil- 
dren."  In  the  king's  chamber  (he  found  die  dauphin, 
who  had  been  brought  there  by  one  of  her  women ;  but 
tlie  king  was  gone. — Awaked  by  the  tumuk,  he  had  (een 
from  a  window  the  multitude  preffing  towwk  the  gteat 
fiair-cafe;  and  alarmed  for  the  queen,  he  hafted  to  her 
apartment,  and  entered  kt  one  door  in  the  moment  (he 
had  qi^ted  it  by  the  other.  He  returned  without  lofs 
of  time ;  and  having  with  the  queen  broudit  the  princefi 
loyal  into  the  chamoer,  they  prepared  to  vancc  the  multi* 
tixle. 

In  the  mean  time  the  noife  and  tumult  inoeafed,  and 
fl{^)eared  at  the  very  door  of  the  chamber.  Nothii^  was  to 
be  heard  but  the  moft  dreadful  exclamations,  with  violetit 
and  repeated  blows  againft  tbe  outer  door,  a  pannd  of 
which  was  broken.  Nothing  but  infhint  death  was 
expeded  by  the  royal  company.  Suddenly,  however, 
the  tumult  Teemed  to  ceafe^-every  thing  was  quiet ;  and, 
a  moment  after,  a  gentle  rap  was  heard  at  the  door.  It 
was  opened,  and  in  an  inftant  the  apartments  weie  filled 

with 
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with  the  Parifian  guard.     The  officer  who  conduded 

them  ordered  them  to  ground  their  arms.    "  We  come," 

laid  he,  "  to  lave  the  king  ;*'  and  turning  to  fuch  of  the 

gardes-du-corps  as -were  in  thc'apartments — **  We  will  feve 

you  alfo,    gentlemen ;   let  us  from  this  moipent  be 

united." 

Unfortunately  the  national  guard  arrived  too  late  to 
prevent  all  the  mifchicf.  Two  of  the  gardes-du-corps 
weiie  murdered  by  the  mob  before '  the  troops  could  be 
rallied,  and  their  heads  fixed  on  fpikes  fervedas  the  ibm- 
dards  of  this  d^teflable  banditti.  From  the  firft  moment 
of  the  alarm  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  had  even  exceeded 
his  ufual  adiivity.  He  appeared  in  every  quarter: — 
"  Gentlemen,"  faid  he  to  the  Parifian  foldiere,  "  I  have 
pledged  my  word  and  honour  to  the  kii^  that  nothing 
belonging  to  him  (hall  receive  injury.  If  I  hteak  my 
word,  I  (hall  be  no  loiter  worthy  to  be  your  conunander." 
Captain  Gondran,  the  officer  who  had  driven  the  ruffians 
irom  the  king's  ^)artment,  was,  not  lefs  confpicuous  for 
his  adlivity.  The'  Parisians  forced  their  way  in  every  part 
through  the  almofl  impenetrable  ma6 — furrounded  the 
gard^-du^rcorps,  and  placed  them  in  fafety  under  their 
own  colours. 

Plunder  is  however  commonly  one.great  objeftof  a 
mob.  The  banditti  had  already  begun  tojftnp  the  palace, 
and  to  throw  the  furniture  to  each  other  out  of  the  win- 
dows. M.  Gondran  purfued  thenffirom  place  to  place, 
till  the  caftle  was  at  length  completely  cleared.  Expelled 
from  the  palace,  they  repaired  to  the  ftables ;  but  here 
a  fudden  flop  was  put  to  their  depredations  by  M  Doazon, 
a  farmer-general,  and  captain  of  the  Paris  militia.  The 
horfes  were  all  recovered,  and  brought  back  in  fafety  to 
their  flalLs.  Difappointed  at  length  in  every  >dew,  they 
departed  in  a  body  to  Paris ;  and  left  Verfailles  entirely 
free,  and  under  the  proteftion  of  the  national  guard.  The 
jnoll  generous  exprcffions  of  kindnefs  and  gratitude  tool^ 

place 
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place  between  the  ^des-du-corps  and  the  national  guaid 
The  former  confidered  the  others  as  their  deliverers  \  while 
the  latter  evinced  every  inclination  that  they  (hould  in 
future  form  one  united  corps. 

The  royal  family  tiow  ventured  to  fhew  themfelves  at 
a  balcony,  and  received  the  moft  lively  acclamations  ot 
refped  from  the  foldters  and  the  people.  But  whether 
it  had  been  planned  by  the  popular  party,  or  whether  it 
was  the  immediate  impulfc  of^the  multitude — ^but  the 
former  is  moft  probable — at  the  firft  a  (ingle  voice,  or  a 
few  voices,  exclaimed — «*  The  king  to  Paris  !'•  and  this 
was  inftantly  followed  by  an  univerial  acclamation  enforc- 
ing the  fame  demand.  After  fbme  confultation  with  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  the  kii^  addrefled  them :— **  You 
wifh  me  to  go  to  PaiisT— I  will  go,  on  the  condition  that 
I  am  to  be  accompanied  by  my  wife  and  children/'  He 
was  anfweredby  the  reiterated  acclamations  of  Fiv^  leroi ! 

Bdoct  the  (feparture  of  the  king,  the  national  aflembly 
was  convened;  and,  on  the  motion  of  lA.  Mirabeau, 
pafled  a  fblemn  decree,  "  that  the  aflembly  was  infepa- 
labk  from  the  perfbn  of  the  king."  A  deputation  of  one 
hundred  members  was  alfo  appointed  to  accompany  the 
•  king  to  Paris.  During  the  preparations  for  the  journey, 
the  gardes-du-corps  changed  hats  and  fwords  with  the 
grenadiers  and  national,  guards,  and  both  they  and  the 
regiment  of  Flanders  defired  leave  to  mbc  indifcriminately 
in  the  ranks.  It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  before 
the  procdTion  fet  out.  During  the  progrefe  all  was  gaietv 
and  joy  among  the  foldiers  and  the  fpeAators;  and  fuoi 
was  the  relpeft  in  which  the  French  nation  ftUl  held  the 
name  and  perfon  of  their  king,  that  the  multitude  were 
fuperflitiodly  perfiiaded  that  the  royal  prefence  would 
aftually  put  an  end  to  the  famine*.  On  his  arrival,  the 
kmg  was  congratulated  by  the  municipality,  and  declared 

*  The  popular  exclamation  was,  as  they  proceeded  along,  "Wc 
arc  bringing  the  baker,  the  baker's  wife,  and  the  little  journey- 
man/' 

lib 
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his  approbation  of  the  loyalty  which  the  city  of  Pari^ 
manifefijed.  On  this  occafion  he  g^ve  one  proof,  among 
fcveral  others  which  he  had  before  given,  that  however  he 
might  be  wroi^ht  upon  by  mifreprefcntation  and  evil 
counfels,  his  charafter  was  in  the  general  neither  dificient 
in  good  fenfe  nor  fimuieis.  As  they  afcended  the  flairs 
of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  requefted 
the  king  that  he  would  either  affure  the  people  himielf^ 
or  pdrmit  fbme  other  perfon  to  afllire  them  in  his  nam^, 
that  he  would  fixWs  abode  in  Paris.  **  I  fi^  no  objec- 
tion," replied  tlie  monarch,  "  to  fix  my  abode  in  my 
good  city  of  Paris :  but  I  have  not  yet  formed  any  deter- 
mination on  the  fubjed ;  and  I  will  make  no  promife 
which  I  do  not  pofitively  mean  to  fulfil." 


CHAP.     IV. 

Emigration  of  the  arifioratic  members  of  the  aflcmbly — Title  of 
King  of  the  French-^Duke  of  Orleans  retires  to  England— A 
baker  hanged  by  the  mob  at  Paris— Riot  ad— New  (Uvifion  of 
the  empire— Church  lands  applied  to  the  exigences  o!  the 
Ibte— Lcttrcs  de  cachet  abolifhed— Of^ofition  of  the  prbvin- 
cial  ftates  and  parliaments— Riots  at  Marfeilles  and  Toiilon-^ 
Melancbol y  event  at  Senlis^Debate  on  the  eligibility  of  minif- 
ters  to  the  national  aflembly — Corfica  declared  a  conftituent 
part  of  the  French  empire— Plan  of  the  caiffe  de  Textraordi- 
naine^-^Rcfufal  of  a  donation  from  Geneva-*-of  an  alliance  with 
Brabant— -Refinance  of  the  parlianrent  of  Britanny— AfXkir  of 
the  marquis  de  Favras— Municipalities  made  refponfible  for 
damages  fufiained  by  riots— Suppreffion  of  monafleries— Emif- 
iion  of  ailignats — Gabelle,  Sec.  aboliihed— Reform  of  the  jurif- 
pnidence— Troubles  in  St.  Domingo,  &c.— Publication  of  the 
red  book— Religious  infurre^Hons  at  Touloufe,  Montabon,  and 
Nifmes — ^Right  of  making  war  and  peace— Organization  of  the 
clergy— Abolition  of  titles,  &c, — Grand  qonfcderation — ^Re» 
turnofM.  d*Orleans. 


Wi 


HATEVER  might  have  been  the  intentions  of 
cither  party  in  producing  the  riots  of  the  5th  axxl  and 

6th 
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6th  of  Odobcr,  the  removal  of  the  king  to  the  metio- 
polls  was,  for^  the  moment,  ppoduftive  of  the  happicft 
ccmiequences.  It  fatisfied  the  fufpicious  aiid  unquiet 
minds  of  the  Pariiians;  it  brought  their  (bvereign  more 
immediately  in  connexion  with  them,  and  ftrengthened 
in  ibme  d^pee  the  bands  of  union :  nay,  chimeneal  as  it 
may  appear,  the  fuperftitious  fanc)  of  the  populace,  that 
the  prdence  of  the  king  would  terminate  tlie  &mine,  was 
in  (ome  d^inee  realiied.  The  abundance  and  proMon 
which  always  accompany  a  court,  procurdl  fome  reHef 
to  the  mdigent ;  and  the  conidoufnefs  c^  the  iupply  Aat 
wodd  be  neoeflary,  ferved  to  leplenifh  the  impovoifhed 
markets. 

The  ariftocratic  party  connedtcd  with  the  court,  were 
the  peribns  who  manifefted  the  deeped:  regret  on  this  occa- 
fion.  If  they  really  entertained  any  ddign  of  conveying 
the  king  to  a  diflant  part,  it  was  firuftrated  by  this  meaiure ; 
and,  independent  of  this,  they  had  caufe  to  be  appre^ 
heniive  of  the  fiiry  of  the  popidace,  ihould  any  incident 
happen  to  excite  their  ardent  and  faimiinarjr  refentment^ 

In  the  aflembly  itfelf,  notwithfianmng  the  vote  which 
declared  the  legjflative  body  to  be  infepaiable  from  the 
perfon  of  the  monarch,  fbme  objections  were  ftrongly 
mfifted  on  a^inft  the  projected  removal  -,  and  indeed  the 
icqud  evinced  them  to  be  but  too  well  founded.  It  was 
iaid,  that  the  deputies  wouki  no  lot^er  be  the  hsraflaitors 
of  the  natk>n ;  they  muft  obey  the  arbitrary  mandates  of 
the  populace,  and  even  the  fieedom  of  debate  would  be 
annihilated.  To  remove  their  fcn^les,  a  letter  was 
diiefted  to  them  by  the  king,  inviting  ^em  to  re(ume 
their  i^on  in  the  metropolis;  and  this  was  powerfully 
ieconded  by  a  deputation  from  the  citizens  of  Paris.  By 
the  mouth  of  their  fpeaker,  M.  Briflbt,  the  citizens  pro* 
k&d  « their  joy  at  the  expe^ed  removal  of  the  reprefen- 
tative  body ;  they  pledged  themfelves  by  a  folemn  oath  . 
^  to  piotcft  the  penons  of  the  deputies,  and  the  fitcdom 

of 
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of  debate*;*'  they  intimated  that  they  had  forwarded  aft 
addrcfs  to  all  the  provinces  and  communities  of  France^ 
to  fetisfy  them  relative  to  the  late  proceeding;  to  affure 
tliem  that  the  commune  of  Paris  was  aftuated  by  the 
moft  jDefeft  loyalty  to  the  king,  the  moft  inviolaUc  obedi- 
ence to  the  national  aflembly,  and  a  fincere  paternal  regard 
to  all  the  municipalities  of  the  kingdom. 
-  Though  thb  addrefe  might  probibly  diminifli  the  feais 
of  a  part  of  the  aflembly,  and  certainly  haftened  their 
removal ;  yet  the  apprehenfions  of  the  ariftocratic  paft  of 
that  body  were  not  removed  by  thefe  empty  profemons. 
Numberlefe  pafl|x>rts  were  foliqited  on  various  excu(es ; 
and  among  thefe  fbme  deierters  from  the  popular  caufe 
were  obferved  with  r^ret.  M.  Mounier  and  count  Lally 
Tolendal  retired  in  difguft.  Many  of  the  high  ariflocratic 
members  took  refuge  in  other  countries,  where  they. 
applied  themfelves  indeiatigably  to  what  is  always  a  def* 
trudive  meafure,  that  of  exciting  a  foreign  war  againft 
their  country,  and  themfelvcs.  To  prevent,  however, 
as  much  as  poflible  fimilar  emigrations,  the  national  aiS^- 
bly  deaeed,  "  that  pafTports  to  the  members  (hould  be 
only  granted  for  a  (hort  and  limited  peripd ;  and  that  as 
to  unlimited  pailports  on  account  of  lU  health,  they 
(hould  not  be  granted  till  fubflitutes  were  eledfced ;  that  in 
future  all  fubftitutes  (hould  be  eleded  by  the  citizens  at 
laiw,  or  by  their  reprefentatives,  without  any  n^ard  to 
or^rs;  and  that  eight  days  after  the  firil  feffion  at  Paris, 
a  call  of  the  houfe  mould  be  inftituted." 

A  proclamation  aicertaining  the  right  of  citizens  was 
next  decreed ;  the  power  of  originatii^  laws  was  exdu- 
fively  confined  to  the  aflcmbly ;  and  the  executive  power 
was  prohibited  the  liberty  of  creating  or  fupprefling  pofts 
or  offices  without  an  a£l  of  the  legiflature.  The  power  of 
laying  taxes  was  alfo  veiled  exdufively  in  the  reprefentatives 

*  the  oatha  of  a  mob  never  can  be  deferving  of  credit. 

oi 
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of  the  pedple;  the  tcfpoafibility  of  tninifbn  was  efta<> 
bliffaed ;  and  the  pernicious  phrafeology  ia  the  pfodama^ 
tions  and  other  slBs  of  the  king,  '*  fiich  as  our  plrafuie/' 
&c.  was  abdifhed.  The  title  oi  the  king  was  changed 
from  *•  the  king  of  France/*  to  that  of  *<  kin^  of  the 
Fcrnch/'  as  more  expreflive  of  the  office,  which  b  a  king 
or  rukr  of  men,  and  not  of  the  foil  or  tenritorjr.  Some 
difficulty  arde  refpe£ting  the  title  of  king  of  Navane; 
ior  that  petty  date,  confidering  itielf  ratlier  as  the  aUy 
than  as  a  part  of  the  empire,  had  not  ient  reprefcntativei 
le  the  natKxial  aflembly.  The  deputies  of  the  gteat  pto^ 
vinces,  however,  ftraiuoufly  oppofed  the  title,  and  aiieiled 
that  the  kii^  m^ht  as  wdl  be  ftUod  count  of  Provenoe,. 
duke  dt  Britany,  king  of  Ck)rfica,  as  kii^of  Navanei  it 
was  (heiefere  a^eed  to  expunge  the  title. 

Tranquilli^  however  was  by  no  means  perfeAly  redo- 
ml;  and  to  repeat  the  vague  and  idle  repels  that  every 
day  wne  fpread,  to  the  alarm  of  peo[de,  would  require 
volumes :  for  federal  nights  the  houfes  of  indivkluals  weie 
msorked  with  cha&,  and  the  colouns,  it  was  &id,  whedier 
they  were  to  be  plundered,  burnt,  or  the  inbabitants 
miHtfered.  In  this  flate  of  fu(picion  and  ferment,  inmi  > 
merable  eeports,  fome  true,  and  ibme  iaiky  and  (bme, 
the  foundations  dt  which  have  never  yet  been  completely 
exjdoied,  were  induftrioufly  pcopogated:  among  otheis, 
was  a  rumour  which  leprelented  the  duke  d'Orleans  as 
hartx)urir^  criminal  defigns  upon  the  crown,  or  ther^ency 
at  leaft.  The  marqub  de  la  Fayette,  who  was  always 
forward  in  eveiy  thir^  that  mi^t  contribute  to  the  union 
6(  order  oixl  good  government  with  the  bleffings  <^  liberty^ 
undertook  to  perfuade  the  duke  to  withdraw  him^firom 
the  public  for  at  kaft  a  fhort  time.  He  was  invefted  i^idi 
ixnt  public  commiffion,  rather  nominal  than  real,  and 
Adicited  firom  the  dflembly  a  paflport  (ot  England.  The 
OHint  de  Mirobeau,  and  (ome  others  of  the  more  intimate 
ikuds  of  the  duke,  oppofed  (farenuoufiy  bk  retiring,  as 

L  more 
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more  likely  to  give  credit  to  the  reports  agiinft  bim  tliaa 
to  difprove  them ;  but  he  chofe  rb  retire  trom  the  fcene 
of  difficulty  and  danger.  At  Boulogne  his  highnefc  was 
flopped  by  the  municipality,  notwithftahdihg  his  pafl'port» 
ana  detained  till  fet  free  by  a  fubfequent  onjer  ot  the 
affembly. 

On  the  19th  of  Oftober  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
French  nation  held  their  firft  feflfion  at  Paris,  A  deputa- 
tion from  the  commune  waited  on  them  immediately 
with  the  congratulations  of  the  city,  at  the  head  of  which 
were  M.  Bailly  the  mayor,  aqd  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
After  the  anfwer  of  the  prefident,  which  was  interrupted 
by  peals  of  appiauie,  the  count  de  Mirabeau  embraced 
the.  opportunity  to  pre&  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  mayor 
and  the  commander  oi  the  national  guards  for  their  e&n- 
tial  (ervices  to  the  nation,  and  ^'  thus  (he  kid)  to  figna- 
Hzc.  their  firft  feffion  in  the  metropolis,  by  a  public  aift  of 
juftice,  which  was  calculated  to  confirm  the  authority  of 
the  civil  powers,  and  to  reprefe  the  falfe  zeal  of  imprudent 
friends,  as  well  as  the  malignant  defigns  of  the  enemies  of 
freedom."  The  vote  of  thanks  was  decreed  amidft  the 
loudeft  acclamations,  and  the  fefiion  of  that  day  concluded, 
contrary  to  general  expedation,  without  the  fmalkft 
difturbance. 

Neither  this  aft  of  refpeft  towards  the  magiftracy  of 
the  city,  however,  nor  the  depaiture  of  the  dukcd'Orl^ns, 
could  entirely  prevent  the  horrors  of  maflacre  and 
inibrredion ;  and  the  aflembly  had  Icarcely  been  eibdilifhed 
two  days  at  Paris,  before  a  mod  atrocious  murder,  com- 
mitted almoft  in  its  very  prefence,  obliged  them  to  adopt 
a.fli-onger  meafure  to  prevent  civil  outrage  and  bloodfhed 
On^the  21ft  pf  Oftoberan  unfortunate  baker,  of  the 
/BRie  of  Francois,  who  refided  in  the  ftreet  Marchc  Palu^ 
dofe  to  the  Archevechcy  where  the  affembly  at  that  period 
was  convened,  was  (ingled  out  as  the  viftim  of  popular 
pbrenfy.  After  having,  ferved  out  his  ufual  quantity  of 
•  .    .  bread 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  147 

bread  in  the  mornings  he  found  bis  door  ftill  beH^^  by 
feveral  perions  who  had  not  yd  been  able  to  obtain  a 
fupply.  Among  thefe  was  a  woman,  who  is  faid  to  have 
borne  a  particuhr  enmity  againft  the  unfortunate  baker, 
and  who  infifted  on  fearching  the  houfe  for  bread.  On 
enteriw,  Ihe  found  three  loaves  which  the  journeymen 
had  "nefoved  for  their  own  ufe  j  and  fnatchii^  one  of  them' 
in  her  hand,  fhe  raifed  the  injurious  outcry,  that  Fran- 
cois hod  rcfervcd  a  part  of  the  provifion  which  ought  to 
have  been  diftributed  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  and  that  he 
was  a  monqx)IiIt  and  a  monfler.  The  complaint  was  no 
(ooner  made  public  than  an  immenfe  mob  was  coUeded; 
the  baker  was  dn^ed  forcibly  to  the  Greve;  and  there, 
notwithRandii^  all  the  efforts  of  the  municipality  in  his 
£ivour,  he  was  hanged. 

So  outrageous  a  defiance  of  authority,  fo  complete  a 
fubveriion  of  law  and  juftice,  could  not  e(cape  the  pointed 
notice  of  the  legiflature.  The  firft  movements  of  popular 
fury,  on  their  deliverance  from  defpotifm,  might  feem 
excu^le ;  but  the  populace  of  Paris  had  now  reached 
the  lummit  of  licentioufneis  and  injuffice.  They  had 
crefted  thcmfelves  into  a  power  luperior  to  the  magifteites ; 
and  unleis  fome  decidve  meafure  was  tsken,  there  was 
danger  that  the  reprefentative  body  itfelf  would  no  longer 
be  able  to  maintain  its  authority.  Ah  aft  was  immedi- 
ately pafled  for  the  prevention  and  the  difperfion  (^  riots, 
which  authorifed  the  magifbates,  or  any  number  of  per- 
ions ailembling,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  military,  and  to 
proclaim  martial  law.  A  red  flag  was  to  be  difplayed 
from  the  principal  window  of  the  town-houfc  ;  and  from 
that  moment  all  affemblies  of  the  populace,  with  or  with- 
out arms,  were  to  be  confidered  as  criminal.  Should  the 
mob  rdufe  to  dilperfe  on  being  required  by  the  magiftrates, 
the  military  were  then  to  aft  on  the  offenfive;  thofe  who 
elcaped  mig^t  be  arrefted ;  and  if  unarmed,  and  they  had 
been  guiltyof  no  aft  qf  violence,  they  wcrotobc  imprttoqed 

La  to 
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for  oneyeai;:  if  found  in  arms^  fhcy  were  declared  fiable 
to  three  years  imprifonment ;  and  if  they  had  committed 
afiy  violence^  Wcrejudged  guilty  of  a  capital  ofience.  To 
give  cffeft  and  vigour  to  this  law,  the  committee  of 
refcarch  was  oirfered  to  make  all  neceflary  inquiries  into 
treaionable  offences;  and  the  conftitutional  committee 
to  tartA  a  pian  as  foon  as  poflible  oi  a  tribunal  for  the 
trial  of  ^crimes  of  Uzf ^nation ;  and  in  the  inean  time 
this  power  was  for  the  prefent  vefted  in  the  court  of  the 
Chatelet. 

Thefc  efforts  of  the  affenlWy  were  vigoroufly  feconded 

by  the  muntcijJaHty.     The  tnurderer  of  Francois  was 

^rrefted  on  the  very  day  on  which  he  committed  the 

crii!ne ;  arid  oh  the  following  day  was  execut^d^  Wiih 

another  unfortunate  perion  who  was  alio  conviS;ed  of 

exciting  feditioq;     The  kkig  and  qUeen  (ympathized  in 

the  diftrefe  of  the  unfortunate  widow  of  Fmncofe;  by 

the  hands  of  the  duke  de  Liancourt  they  ient  her  tWo 

tbou&nd  crownsr;  the  comn^une  diio  ient  a  deputation 

>i-^  /  ^    ^^h  ^  prefent  to  her;  his  remains  vm  decently  intcaned 

*         at  the  public  expettce;  and  the  king  and  queen  undertook 

tp  become  the  fponfers  at  the  baptifm  of  the  clitki 

with  whom  his  widow  was  pregnant  at  tlie  time'  of  his 

^       death. 

The  fame  difpofition  to  viojence,  the  (ame  pronends 
to  fuJpicion,  that  ^peared  in  tlie  capital,  was  no  kife 
aftive  in  the  provinces.  At  Alencon,  the  vifcdunt 
Cararaan,  who  had  been  fent  thither  by  marlhftl  Coiitedes 
•  with  a  detachmerrt  of  hdrfe,  was  on  the  point  ci  being 
deffroyed  by  the  populace,  on  a  m6ft  im{>F6bable  nlmour 
thathe  was  inin^ical  t<i  the  revolution.  Atid  at  Vemoni 
a  Mr.  Planter,  deputy  of  the  commune  at  Paris,  who  had 
been  lent  by  the  magiftrates  to  pilrdiafe  com,  ^i-as  (ei^ed. 
by  the.  mob,  vifid  after  a  mock  trial,  the  fatal  cold  wiis 
twice  fixed  round  his  neck ;  when  Mr.  Nefliarti,  a  jfouog 
^Engliflimaxi  who  happened  to  be  in  the  townj  oppcrfed 

^ .  bunielr 
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.fahiHelf  iingjly  fo  thp  Violence  of  the  populace,  and 
refcued  from  injlant  death  a  refpeftable  member  of 
fbciety.  For  this  noble  aft  of  courage  and  humanity, 
Mr,  Helh^im  was  honoured  with  the  fiift  fcivic  apwn 
whijcb  was  ever  decreed  in  France ;  and  was  prefented  }yy 
the  m^^iftrates  of  Paris  ^yith  a  fword,  on  which  was 
engraven  the  honourable  teftimony  of  having  faved  the 
life  of  a  French  citizen.  At  Lanion,  a  town  in  Britany, 
alfb,  fome  gentlemen  who  had  been  (ent  irom  Breft  for 
the  purchafe  of  provifions  incurred  a  fimilar  danger  mth 
M.  Planter.  A  detachrnent,  however^  of  the  national 
^g^d  from  Breft  foon  reftpred  order  and  tranquillity,  and 
obliged  the  inhabitants  ofLanion  to  make  fatisfaftion  for 
the  outrage  they  had  committed. 

flje  next  objeft  which  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  legiflative  body,  was  tQ  jretorrp  and  ojganize  tbe 
repreleritation  of  the  kingdom.  A  plan  was  propoi!^ 
by  the  abbe  Sieyes  for  this  purpofe,  in  which  we  equally  ' 
admire  the  ingenuity  of  th6  projeftor^  ai^d  his  indufhry  in 
CQmpleting  it.  The  ancient  diyifion  of  the  ki^gdojp 
into  provinces,  each  poflefiing  what  is  termed  its  peculi^ 
rights,  each  governed  by  peculiar  laws,  and  each  forming 
in  itfelf  a  little  kingdom,  with  its  own  parlian^ent,  its 
own  metrppolis,  its  own  jurildiftion,  was  found  to  be 
productive  of  a  rivalfhip  and  jealoufy,  which  nothing  but 
the  ftrong  arm  of  delpotifrn  could  coerce.  In  the  prefent* 
j^w  of  patriQtilm,  the  prefent  tranfpprt  of  liberty,  the 
mi^  of  jiien  were  difpofed  to  facrifices  and  renuncia- 
tions^  but  there  w^  the  utmoft  reafon  to  apprehend, 
.that  fliouldthisaufpiciouscrifis  not  be  improved,  fhogld 
the  eenerqus  feelings  of  the  moment  be  fuf^red  to 
hjhmc^  thofe  petty  local  prejudices  which  weaken  and 
disjoint  a  ftate  would  again  revive;  and  as  every  govern- 
,ment  which'  s^pprpaches  the  republican  form  is  naturally 
weaker  than  that  whicli  partakes  of  abfblute  monarchy, 
the)  could  only  revive  to  diftraft,  and  pcrhapsi^todifmeni- 
L3  '  bcr, 
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ber,  the  empire.  Befides  the  radical  divifion  into 
provinces,  the  kii^om  wa$  alfo  divided  f antafticaQy  and 
irregularly  \Jpon  other  principles.  It  was  divided  imo 
governments,  agreeably  to  the  military  order ;  into  gme* 
ralities,  according  to  the  order  of  adminiftration ;  into 
dioceles,  according  to  the  ecclefiaftical  order ;  and  alfo 
fubdivided  into  the  judicial  order  into  bailiwicks,  fenef- 
chals,  &c.  The  divifions  and  fubdiyifions  were  all 
without  regularity,  conformity,  or  prop6rtipn ;  neither 
adapted  for  population  nor  territory.  A  new  anangp- 
ment  was  therefore  not  only  efl^ntial  to  an  equal  xepre- 
fentation  of  thfe  people,  but  to  the  uniformity  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  fecurity  and  permanence  of  the  confti- 
tution.  • 

Three  principles  were  attended  to  in  forming  the  new 
reprefentative  lyftem:  territory,  population,  and  taxa- 
tion; and  it  was  fuppofed  that,  by  the  combination  of 
thefe  three  elementary  principles,  they  would  fcrvc 
mutually  to  aflift  each  other. 

According  to  the  new  fcheme  of  the  reprefentation, 
therefore,  the  whole  kingdom  was  divided  into  eighty- 
three  laiger  feftions,  which  were  called  departments,  and 
each  of  which  comprehended  a  fpace  of  about  three 
hundred  and  twenty-four  (quare  leagues;  each  depart- 
ment was  divided  into  diftrifts,  the  number  of  which 
was  not  to  be  lels  than  three,  nor  more  than  nine ;  each 
diilridt  was  again  fubdivided  into  cantons  of  four  (quare 
leagues  in  extent.  Three  degrees  were  preferved  in  the 
adminiftrative  aflemblies;  but  only  two  in  the  eleftive. 
The  firft  were  the  affemblies  of  ihe  canton,  which  were 
callal  primary,  and  which  were  to  choofe  the  eleftors  of 
the  department ;  the  fccond  were  the  eledtoral  aflemblies, 
which  were  to  return  the  reprcfentajives  to  the  national 
aflembly.  The  whole  number  of  reprefentatives  was  to 
be  feven  hundred  and  forty-five;  of  which  two  hundred 
^nd  fbrty-fevcn  were  attached  to  the  territory,  and  of 

which 
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which  each  department  was  to  nominate^three,  except 
that  of  Paris^  which  nominated  only  one*  Two  hun* 
died  and  forty-nine  were  attributed  to  population,  each 
department  nominating  in.  proportion  tp  its  population ; 
and  two  hundred  and  torty^nine  were  attributed  to  direft 
contribution,  and  each  department  was  to  nominate 
reprelentatives  in  proportion  to  the  contribution  which  it 
paid  to  the  (late.  The  fundions  of  the  ele£Uve  aflem-» 
blies  were  limited  entirely  to  the  right  oi  ele£^ion.  The 
adminilbative  body  was  to  be  eleded  by  the  ele&Vr 
ral  ademblies;  and  in  each  department  was  conftituted  26 
fuperior  boar4  of  adminiftration ;  in  each  diftridt,  an 
inferior  or  iubordinate  adminiftration;  and  to  theic  were 
committed  the  {uperintendance  of  the  colleftion  of  the 
revenue,  and  all  the  details  of  interior  adminiftration. 

On  this  giieat  and. able  fyftem  of  interior  policy  we 
have  only  to  remark;  tliat  the  divifion  of  the  kingdom 
into  parts  too  fmall  to  a£t  o&nfively  in  a  ieparate  flate, 
,was,  for  the  rsalons  which  we  have  already  affigned,  a 
meafure  fraught  widi  wifdom,  and  fevourable  to  liberty. 
The  prefeiving  diftinft  the  cleftoral  and  adminiffarative 
powers  was  equally  judicious.  The  mode  of  elefting 
by  primary  and  fecondary  aflemblies,  was  aflliredly  the 
only  adequate  means  of  obviating  the  &tal  effe£b  of 
feftion  and  venality.  As  to  the  balis  on  which  the  repre- 
fentation  was  formed,  many  doubts  will  be  entertained  bji^* 
potiticians  concerning  its  expediency ;  the  adjufting  6t 
it  to  three  principles  b  certainly  a  complex  mode  dt 
proceeding ;  nor  will  it  be  eafy  to  affign  a  reafon  why  it 
IhouW  not  have  been  inftituted  on  the  fimple  and  obvious 
principle  of  population;  or  rather,  of  tenritory  regulated 
as  to  the  number  of  reprefentatives  by  the  ratio  of 
population. 

After  all  that  had  been  performed  by  the  afTembly, 

the  utter  derangement  of  the  finances,  and  the  aftual 

deficiency  of  means  to  fupply  the  exigencies  of  the 

L  4  nation, 
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tttioD,  tfarsiteeied  loudly  the  defltaAton  tit  the  fiat<^«  la 
this  cHfficult  and  bazaiidknis  ppedicaooent,  the  popolftr 
fiarty  rdblved  upon  a  bold  and  dangerous  flriea(i»^ 
y/iadi  no  vpdogf  can  juftify»  and  which  k  would  iidt 
be^y  even  to  excufe;  and  this  was,  to  iacrifioe  the 
eftates  6t  the  drardi  to  the  eSKigtodes  of  the  ftate*. 

The  moft  fingdar  cilrcmnflance.  attending  this  ui^ne- 
cedehted  iaihenatidn  is,  that  it  was  firft  prQ|)ored  by  an 
edclefiaftic.  Tht  fOQixg  and  atdent  t^fhop  of  Autun, 
I  *--  M.  Talfeymnd  Perigoiicl,  whofe  apl^ointnKlfit  wai 
y  sdifeady  confideiable,  and  wfaofe  rank  and  abilities  afibtfded 
hnu  the,  indft  bnlliant  prGll^)eds  in  the  eccldiaftkaf 
CBioer,  attended  the  tribmie  on  the  loth  df  Oftobor; 
arid  sifter  fisittng  the  mecellities  of  the  nation,  die  exhiKiAed 
{late  dt  the  fimnces,  and  utter  tmpoi&bility'of  remed()Hi^ 
tfaeoa  by  any  thing  but  a  ftrong  iHfafure ;  witii  a  di£n- 
terefbedn^fa  which  aflonilhed  the  aflcmUy,  and  with  a 
bcdd^els  which  (for  the  monKnt  'filenoed  oppoiition^  in 
obierved  tkat  tlie  ftxte  had  yet  an  inunenf e  tefouroe  in 
the  pdflefiklds  t)f  the  icler^.  He  aflerted,  that  the  itve- 
nues  ci'tfae'dergy  are  at  the  di^x)fition  of  the  natiofot 
^lat  ^  ^finecures  tntglit  and /ought  to  be  fuppvefled ;  and 
tiiat  fte  vig^t  whidi  every  eo^fiaftic  poflefled  in  the 
Tcvtaoes  €£  his  dnirch  was  limited  to  that  of  a  deoeat 
!  kibfiftence.  The  annufal  i^evenne  of  the  church  he 
'■  ^p&iniated^  one  hundred  and  fifty  nx'dlions;  onefaufidrea 
jCniUioniS'cf  /which  he  ipropofed  to  qipropriate  ftiH'to  <be 
pQrpofes  of  public  ^orQiip,  and  fifty  to  the  ^vkAc  fervica 

*  Hie  cfxtreme  nec^ffitl^s  of  the  ftate  wasi b<!  apology  'tbStt^lli 
vrged  for  this  flagiam  a6b  af  injuftice;  brut  tfaoncfa  *we  We  te 
Irom  wi(hii>g  to  countenance  the  vul^  opinion  *'that  the  French  ^ 
'  are  a  naUon  if  aiheiji^^^  yet  it  is  too  certain  that  many  of  Ifticir 
feaders  were  6i  that  dtficrlption,  and  this  irtdft  impolitic  mtoifure 
we  arc  inclined  to  think  originated  in  the  irreligiws  prejudices  «tf 
fome  of  its  «pix>}ei!i!oi^.  However  this  tnay  bc»  it  has  had  the 
moft  fatal  confcquences. — It  (hews  what  bad  politicians /ffl/fJ5s/x 
are,  and  how  improper  to  be  enfriffted  with  the  important  biili- 
ncft  of  Icgrflating  for  a  great  nation. 

Thii, 
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Thi%j  ^»kh  a  TigorcHis  txmtion  of  puipBc  Msaoaxy^  fae 
aierted,  wmdd  iupply  tht  wxu^  defick,  and  wmdd 
itcdoem  the  heavy  and  oppicffive  lidt-tax,  aod  tbtbk<£ 
0S&ct$.  Mtt  Spstdi  contttiiKd  many  other  mattai  ia 
^tail,  asxl.ai^Kared  of  iiidi  importaiKe  that  k-mm 
otdoed  to  be  fnrinted. 

Ttie  difcuffidit  i^»  contintied  at  iotorvab  to  the  2d  of 
Nevittuber^  tbei^kefs  (at  >the  affitnative  >were  MdBb. 
Tbouret,  Cinmt,  MMbeau,  Bama^,  Coutles^  and 
Dillonv;  and  it  >9raB  o;pfXifed  by  M.  Mondaufior,  tba 
vticount  de  Mitabeoa,  Kfae  abbes  Maury,  MontefquKiv^ 
d' Aymar,  and  <! he  affChfecftiop  «if  lik*  On  the  erne  fde 
iti^dftwgedl,  tiiflit  ktiraiB  aridmt the  chnf^  iiad  notnUH 
tille  «  pK)prietors  m  Hhe  church  hads,  botxiA  aio 
eoiidfttftic  crvdld  M  or  AiSpdk  of  dxro ;  that  fmbfe 
utility  is  Aie  Supreme  Ua/^y  and  ougk  aot  to  be  wej^nd 
in  a  balance  agairfft  a  %»rftitious  regard  to  what  ^noi 
caDed  «hc  wiU  of  the  foundm ;  as  if  a  lew  «veak  mai 
mjmdfcidcis  individiiiak  ou^  tb  bind Hhc  nation  and 
poAerity ;  that  foundations  nmltiplied  by  vanity,  if 
iiJiRirtd  Xo  tipe  of  otemal  doration^  wmid  on  time  abTorb 
the  tih€k  pKiptTty  4>{  ^  Mltdn^  as  £3r  inftance,  jf  teroy 
perfon  thit  ever  4ived  had  a  ^kpukbet^  4iheie  ^vould  rhwe 
been  a^neceffity  for  overthro^ng  tfaefe  barren  nnoeiUBiciits 
inocd^tofind^bndaforKr^ltfvatioa.  Th^  diflaagiitthed 
the  eftates  of  the  clergy  into  three  kinds;  thofe  which 
Were  b^ftowed  by  the  kings,  by  aggregate  corporations,  ^ 
and  by  isidividuals.  The  foundations  made  by  the  kis^ 
coidd  be  only,  made  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  by  dif« 
meiWbering  the  tniblic  eftate.,  Thofe  which  are  made 
^  aggregate  bodies  fall  under  the  fame  .predicament^ 
tvexy  iiKlh  jgift  was  the  undoubted  deed,  that  is,  the 
undoubted  property,  of  the  »liati6n. 

With  refpeft  to  the  'donations  of  individuals,  it  w» 
aiked,  what  is  property  in  general  ?  It  is  a  right  given  by 
the'laws  and  convention  of  a  ifaUe  to  Bfk  imli^iial,  tc> 

poflefs 
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poflefe  exclufivdy  what  in  a  date  of  nature  would  have 
been  the  property  of  ail,  or  of  any  other  perlbn ;  it  is  an 
eftate  ^acquired  in  virtue  of  the  biws*.  No  law  of  the 
nation,  it  was  urged,  had  conflituted  the  dergy  a  perma- 
nent body ;  they  were  created  by  the  nation,  they  might 
Ipe  deftroyed  by  the  nation.  This  every  founder  muft 
rave  feen ;  and  mud  liave  feen  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  trefpafs  on  the  rights  of  the  nation.  The  ckigy, 
it  was  ailerted,  were  the  fervants  of  the  Hate,  were 
authoriied  to  demand  a  fubiiftence  from  the  (late ;  and 
oonfequently,  if  they  poflefled  property,  it  could  be  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  relieve  the  public  from  flip 
chaige.  The  fame  obfervations  were  applied  to  whatever 
cfbtes  mi^t  have  been  acquired  by  the  economy  or 
dil^ence  of  the  ecdefiaflics  themielves ;  and  it  was  afked, 
whether  it  was  not  of  importance  to  religion  and  morals^ 
that  a  more  equal  diftiibution  of  the  ecclefiaflical 
itvenues  fhould  henceforward  reward  the  indufljious,  and 
leftrain  the  luxury  of  thofe  who  were  a  di(gcace  to  the 
laaed  order  ? 

The  advocates  of  the  cleigy,  on  the  other  hand, 
maintained,  that  their  opponents  had  grounded  their 
arguments  on  a  prindple  which  was  drawn  from  the  dark 
and  abftrsufb  fubtleties  of  metaphyfics,  in  oppofirion  to 
the  dictates  of  common  fenfe,  the  evidence  of  hiAory,  and 

*  Though  we  endeavour  as  completely  as  is  confident  with 
our  limits  to  give  an  abdrad  of  the  arguments  that  were  dated 
in  the  aflcmbly  on  every  iiiportant  quedion,  we  would  not  be 
underdood  to  adent  to  all  that  we  quote.  The  fentiment  we 
have  jud  repeated  is  wretched  fophidry  ;  and  if  it  was  admitted* 
it  would  follow  that  a  legifl'ature  might  at  any  time  ena£l  an 
Agrarian  law,  which  would  be  the  mod  outrageous  aft  of  tyranny 
and  injudice.  It  it  not  true  that  property  has  merely  mriffumtd 
from  the  la^\  but,  on  the 'contrary,  one  great  end  and  rcafon 
ioT  the  itfftitutiw  of  laws  is  the  pr^eHiw  of  property.  We  would 
neither  adopt  the  language  of  the  national  aiTembly  nor  of  Mr. 
B;?rkc— Man  has  imprdcriptable  rights — God  forbid  it  waa 
•therwife !  and  one  bf  thcl'e  is  tiie  right  ^frope^iy, 

the 
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the  univerlal  pradice  of  mankind;  that  unkb  the  ri^ts 
of  property  weie  held  facred,  civil  fbciety  was  diflolved, 
the  confidence  which  ought  to  be  its  fiipport  wasfor  ever 
removed,  and  men  iunk  agun  into  a  date  of  nature^  that 
is,  of  barbarifm  and  rapine ;  that  the  eftates  of  the  cleigy 
were  never  adually  poflcfled  by  the  nation ;  and  were 
fandioned  by  the  fanie  titles,  the  lame  authorities,  as  the 
eftates  of  private  citizens ;  a  part  was  obtained  by  bequeft 
or  aflignment,  and  a  prt  was  the  efied  of  economy  and 
indufhy  in  the  clergy  themlelves;  that  to  deprive  the 
church  of  its  property  was  to  annihilate  it ;  that  infinite 
fcandal  would  accrue  to  the  nation  fromfiich  ameafuie; 
.and  that  religion  itfelf  would  rjcceive  a  fatal  wound.  ,  The 
dcTgf  concluded  by  offering  a  quarter  of  their  revenues 
to  Uipply  the  deficiency  of  the  finances,  and,  if  that 
(hould  not  be  fufficient,  a  half;  but  the  offer  was  moft 
impmdendy  rejeScd,  and*  it  was  decreed,  '•  that  the 
eilates  of  the  church  were  at  the  difpofal  of  the  nation^ 
which  undertakes  to  provide  for  the  decent  fupport  dt 
the  clergy ;  and  that  in  confequence  no  clergyman  ought 
to  poflefs  lefs  in  any  parifh  than  1 200,  livres  or  60L  per 
annum,  independent  of  the  parfonage-houle,  garden, 
gjcb^  &c. 

While  the  difcuffion  concerning  the  eftates  of  the 
clergy  was  in  agitation,  the  aflembly  abolifhed  formally 
Icttres  dc  cachet  and  aU  arbitrary  imprifbnment ;  decreed, 
tliat  fixHn  henceforth  no  man  could  be  imprilbned  but 
for  offences  agadnft  the  laws  ;  and  appointed  a  commit- 
tee for  enquiring  into  the  offences  of  peribns  detain^  in 
the  ilate  prifons.  They  alfo  abolifhed  the  dif&renCe  of 
habit  which  marked  the  different  orders  in  the  national 
aflembly  They  refufed  to  inveft  their  own  members 
with  any  peculiar  immunities;  and  in  particular  dif- 
claimed  the  privilege  of  J  ranking  letters^  An  inquiry 
into  the  nature  ai^  amount  of  the  penfions  kid  out  of 
the  public  funds  was  alio  inftituted^  and  a  committee 
appointed  fpr  the  purpofc.  The 
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The  decree  concerning  the  dctgy  was  followed  on  the 
3d  by  another,  whidi  fufpended  tlie  parliaments  fifom  the 
cxencife  of  their  funftions;  and  on  the  5th  the  final 
blow  was  •'given  to  the  feudal  fyftcm,  and  all  itsconfe- 
quences,  by  the  famous  deaee  which  utterly  abolifhed  all 
'    diftinftion  of  orders. 

It  is  evident  that  meafuies  fo  hoftile  to  the  interefls  oi 
fo  many  individuals,  poflcfled  both  of  confegucnce  and 
power,  could  not  be  fuflfered  without  oppofition.  The 
bilhop  of  Treguier  was  one  ef  die  firfl  .to  draw  the  fwoid 
of  hoftility  ag^inft  tiie  aflembly ;  lie  publidy  declaimed 
fiQw&,  aU  die  meafures  of  the  new  kgiflature,  reprefented 
iSem  as  fatal  to  rdigion,  and  as  reverfin^  ttie  whole 
ftftem  of  government.  About  the  fame  penod,  a  con- 
ibderable  number  df  the  members  of  the  parliaoient  jof 
Thouloule,  v^oftyled  themfclves  of  the  order  of  nobility, 
pubKfhed  an  invitation  to  the  deigy  and  the  tiers  etat^ 
^0  unite  with  them  in  an  effort  •*  to  reflore  to  teli^pn  its 
beneficid  influence;  to  the  laws,  their  force  and  aftion; 
to  the  monaich,  his  liberty  ^nd  iofl  authority." 

3tit  what  might  appear  more  formidatbleJftill,  was  the 
convoking  of  tlie  ancient  provincial  flates.  Tj)ofe  of 
Beam  were  afti;ally  afTembled.  Thole  of  Daupbine 
convoked  themfelVes  alfo  without  the  king's  authority^ 
jpd,  contrary  to  their  own  pofiUve  rrfolution,  tbqr 
teftored  the  diftmftbn  of  orders  in  iheirform  of  aflem- 
blirg.  The  flafes  of  Cambray  protefted  againft  the 
decree  concerning  «the  diurch  lands.  In  Brrtany  aUb 
Jbme  fccox^  dfforts  of  party  were  made,  which  *could 
fcarcdy  "feil  to  intimidate  a  body  lefe  refolute  than' the 
national  aflembly. 

The  parliaments  were  not  backward  in  joining  this 
league  agziinft  the  new  an'angemcnts.  The  chamber  pf 
yacations  at  Rouen  regiftered  indeed  the  law  SA^hich 
fufpended  their  powers,  but  tranfmitted  a  feaet  protefl 
to.ihe  king,  \\iio,'*juftly  irritated  at  fucb  a  proceeding, 
*  immediately 
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immediateb  hid  it  ix£oK  the  aifembly.  .  So  decifive^ 
defiance  oi  the  Idgifbdve  authority  demanded  exemf^arv 
puniffament ;  and  the  aflembly  reioh^cd,  «<  that  tho 
pfoteft  (hould  be  forthwith  fulxnitted  to  the  tcibunal, 
which  for  the  time  had  cognizance  of  the  crimes  of  feze« 
natioQ ;  and  that  the  king  fhould  be  entreated  to  name 
anotherchambe^  of  vacations  whidi  m^it  rcgifter  without 
any  comment  the  decree  of  the  3d  ot  November/'  S» 
deeded  a  ftep  had  its  due  effect  upon  the  nafni£bry  par« 
liament.  Inftead  of  perfifling  in  its  oppofition,  itg  firft 
ftep  was  to  endeavour  to  explain  away  the  mafignant 
fpirit  of  the  prote^;  to  repreknt,  that  the  decree  was 
raftered  in  the  fa^reft  and  moft  fimple  manner;  and 
mt  the  paipct  m  queftton  was  meant  mevdy  as  a  tdti^ 
mofiy  of  re^)e&  to  his  roiyefty.  Satisfied  wiib  thk 
fubncuffion,  the  king  wrojte  to  the  prefident  with  his  ovm 
hand,  feliciti]^  fise  paidon  of  the  ofl^ixliif  dsEU^M*  dt ' 
vafcation^  whichy  after  fbme  debate^  was  at  length 
vuGCxxded.  The  parliament  of  Metz,  in  the  fame  Ipirit 
but  with  le£  violence,  prdtefted  zgaok  the  decree  wbich 
fu^xsided  its  fimftions;  the  afiembljr  ordeced  the  offend- 
ing membbfs  to  their  bar;  but  the  puAagneat  fbidhig 
little  fupport  frcxn  the  people,  and  tenified  for  the  con- 
fecfiiences,  allied  to  the  municipality  to  interaode  with 
the  kgiflative  body  in  their  favour  A  decree  of  amnefty ' 
was  tbeiefore  paiOed,  aqd  the  pardon  of  the  migiArates 
granted  to  the  entreity  of  the  citizens. 

In  Provence,  and  particularly  at  Macfeilles,  commo- 
tions wereesDottcdiDy  a  fatal  jeakmfy  between  the  mem^eis 
<^the  parlittnent  and  the  municipaKty.  A  cat  w«is 
hanged  by  the  populace  at  Ma^eifles,  and  the  arifiocmtic 
pkirty  infifked  iapon  it  tliat  the  cxocution  was  embfema- 
tical.  The  intendant  of  the  city  was  particularly  odiobs 
to  the  ^people,  and  he  requefted  a  mffitaryiorce  to  ^ft 
him  in  preterving  order.  The  military  were  teceived  yi^ith 
infimte  coulrteiy  by  the  inhabitants;  buttlKitttfm6iiy*was 

not 
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not  of  long  continuance ;  for  the  diflurbances  broke  out 
afire(h,  on  an  attempt  being  mac'e  by  M.  Caraman,  the 
conunander  of  the  troops,  to  reform  the  conititution  of 
the  national  guard.  An  invitation  was  pofted  up  in  the 
diiTerent  parts  of  the  city,  requiring  the  citizens  to  repair 
to  the  turret  to  oppofe  this  reform.  Tiiither  immediately 
the  military  was  ordered,  and  one  of  the  citizens  was 
killed.  The  people  carried  his  body  through  the  ftreets, 
and  entered  the  houfe  ot  an  obnoxious  perfbn,  M.  la 
Fleche ;  the  military  were  again  called  out,  and  twenty- 
three  perfons  were  arretted.  The  feverity  of  the  prevot- 
gpneral,  M.  Bournifac,  in  profecuting  on  account  of 
tbefe  commotions,  and  his  injuflice  in  directing  acculii- 
tions  againft  innoxious  citizens  who  were  guiltleis  of  every 
pjuhlicof&nce,  continued  to  promote  inftead  of  appeafii^ 
the  trouble.  The  indignation  of  the  national  aflembly 
was  at  length  roufed  by  thefe  proceedings.  The  profecu- 
tion  of  the  offenders  was  taken  out  of  the  hanck  of  M. 
Boumiiac,  and  referred  to  the  fenefchat  court  of  Marieil- 
ks,  and  peace  was  once  mcv^  efbiblifhed. 

It  was  natural,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  that  jealou- 
lies  (hould  arife  between  the  people  and  the  foldier}' ;  and 
theie  jealoufies  were  certainly  fomented  with  indufhy  By 
the  enemies  of  the  new  conftitution.  At  Toulon,  M. 
Albert  de  Rioms,  commandant  of  the  marine,  a  man 
of  high  m'ditary  reputation,  but  fuppolcd  to  be  infcft- 
cd  with  ariftocratical  prejudices,  offended  the  populace 
by  ejicprefling  himfelf  in  a  contemptuous  manner  of  the 
natioi^  guard,  and  prohibiting  the  workmen  in  the 
arfenal  from  wearing  the  national  cockade.  His  rafhnefs, 
however,  had  nearly  cod  him  his  life;  a  mob  aflembledp 
and^  but  for  the  prudence  of  the  national  guard,  would 
have  laaificedhini  to  their  refentment.  He  and  four 
of  his  principal  officers,  who  were  accufed  of  having 
given  orders  to  fire  on  the  people,  were  conunitted  to 
prifoii  to  wait  thedediiion  of  the  alTeinbly  i  and  the  legif- 
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latirc  body  judging  favourably  oi  the  motives  of  M. 
Albert,  and  probably  wifliing  to  provoke  as  little  as. 
poffible  the  refentment  of  any  party,  paifed  a  decree 
favourable  to  tlie  rcftoration  of  tranquillity,  and  liberated 
the  officers. 

About  the  lame  time  a  melancholy  event,  the  cffea* 
of  private  revenge,  took  place  at  Senlis,  which,  from- 
the  vicinity  of  that  place  to  Paris,  made  the  greater 
imprelfion.  A  foldier,  who  had  been  difchaiged  from 
the  naticxial  troops,  firol  on  a  proceffion  of  the  citizens 
as  they  pafTed  by  the  houfe  in  which  he  wa^  An 
immenfe  multitude  mlhed  impetuouily  in  to  feize  the 
culprit;  when  the  houfe,  by  defign,  as  was  genexallv 
believ^  blew  up,  and  no  lefs  than  (ixty  perlons  loft 
their  lives,  and  an  immenfe  number  were  wounded  by 
the  explofion. 

While  the  provinces  were  a^tated  by  thefeand  fimHar 
events,  the  national  aHembly  was  divicfed  by  contending 
parties,  and  not  lefs  by  the  iilterefled  contefb  of  private 
ambition.  Among  the  mofl  important  difcuffions  at 
thb  period,  was  that  which  regarded  the  eligibility  of  the 
executive  miniflers  to  feats  in  the  Icgiflative  aflembly. 
It  was  about  the  beginning  of  November  that  the  count 
de  Miiabeau,  after  a  long  difcouHe  upon  the  fla^e  of  the 
nation  and  tlie  finances,  prqpofed  three  motions  for  the 
Gonflderation  of  the  aflembly:  the  firfl  r^arded  the 
f  upply  of  com  and  bread ;  the  fecond  contained  a  propo- 
fal  for  eflablifhing  a  national  bank :  and  the  third  import* 
ed,  <<  that  his  majefly's  minifteis  fhould  be  invited  to  a 
ronfutective  voice  in  the  aflembly,  till  the  cofiftitution 
fhould  have  determined  the  rules  by  which  they  were  to 
be  governed/*  So  fbui^e  a  combination  as  that  of  the 
lail  artide  with  two  motions  w)iich  fimply  re^rded  the 
finance,  could  not  fail  to  alarm  the  popular  party;  and 
as  the  count  de  Mirabeau  was  not  fufpedled  of  the  pured 
motives,  the  di&uffion  of  the  two  firft  propofitions  was 
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ioon  abandoned  to  vm.ke  foom  kv  the  thiifd,  vAndk 
appealed  of  the  greatell  magnkude  apd  importance  to  the 
Xiation.  It  was  (piritedty  attacked  by  Meflrs.  Bfoi, 
Cuftine,  de  Richier,  d*Eftourmel,  and  the  vifcount  dc 
]^Joa*dles;  and  it  Was  fupported  by  M.  M.  Mootnoomid^ 
Garat,  jun.  by  the  duke  de  la  Rocbefoucaolt,.  couat 
Oeraioirt  Tonnererpe,  and  others 

An  adjournment  wa$  pFopofed ;  and  the  deb<^«  v^  pt- 
newed  with  confiderable  ipirit  the  foltowk^  day,  on  ad 
amendment  propofed  by  M.  Lanjuinai^,  which  esduded 
oofBpl^ijT  the  membere  of  the  national  aflen^,  and  for 
tlifee  years  after  they  cdfed  to  be  members,  fmm  any 
(bare  in  tlie  executive  government.  By  the  p»ty  whiok 
fbpport6d  the  admiflit^ity  of  miniften>  to  the  le^Aati^e, 
•  it  was  pleaded,  that  the  prefenc«  ei  mkiifteis  was  fteqaendy 
required  for  the  purpofe  of  information ;  that  it  would 
gire  a  dignity  and  fpl^ndour  tathe  <^eiB  of  the  crown ; 
that  the  public' fervice  ought  not  to  depive  afty  citizien  dt 
bis  fights,  and  there  wet^  none  better  quaUfied  to  legiiaic 
than  thoJb  who  were  generaiSy  appointed  to  the  hi^ 
offices  of  the  ftate,  In  defence  ot  the  motion  of  M*  de 
Mirabcau  in't)articu}ar  it  was  contended,  th^  m  att  areata 
it  was  only  a  mere  ^  temporary  meafurc,  and  that  lotbia 
moment  no  perfon  bad  doubted  of  the  propriety  of  the 
members  of  the  f^ates-general  ading  in  a  public  capacity. 
On  the  other  hand  it  was  ui]^,  with  fcarcely  tefe  fiwcc 
and  energy,  that  the  admiflicm  of  minifters  to  a  (eat  at)d 
a  voice  among  tlie  reprdentativcs  of  the  people,  efle^tuaU^ 
confounded  what  ought  to  be  jweferved  eflentiidy  <liftin<St» 
the  legiiflative  and  executive  powers ;  that  the  letvaots  4rf 
the  crown  could  not  without  manifeftinjtffy  be  admitted 
to  participate  in  the  bigheft  prerogative,  that  of  legiiation. 
Tile  example  of  England  was  adduced  as  an  inttan^oC 
the  ill  cflefts  of  this  fyftem,  where  two  faftions'arc  con- 
tinurfly  kept  up  in  the  legiflative  body;  that  of  Ac 
miniflefs,  who  are  endeavouring  to  keep^heir  f^ces^  and 
•  that 
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tbat  of  the  oppofition,  or  thofe  whoie  endeavour  it  is  to  i 
perplex  and  embaira^  the  agents  of  the  executive  pON¥Qr>  ' 
m  order  that  they  may  leize  the  vacant  offices.  The 
count  de  Mirabeau,  highly  exafperated,  at  length  moVed^ 
•*  that  the  motion  (hould  only  extend  to  the  exclufion  of 
M.  Lanjuinab  and  himfelf  from  the  nunillry.!'  It  was, 
however,  finally  determined  in  favour  of  the  motion  of 
M.  Lanjuinais  ^  and  this  addition,  with  refped  to  the 
{)ielent  conftUuting  ailembly,  <^  that  no  member  could 
accq>t  of  any  place  in  the  miniftry/' 

Another  determination,  which  was  effefted  with  more 
complete  unanimity,  will  probably^meet  with  more  gene- 
ral approbation.  The  ifland  of  Corfica,  &om  the  period 
in  which  it  was  conquered,  had  never  been  firmly  attached 
to  the  old  government  of  France,  and  had  been  retained 
in  fubjedtion  only  by  the  ffarong  fetters  of  military  deipo** 
tifim.  They  had  never  ratified  the  infamous  coptradt  by 
which  a  nation  was  transferred,  like  a  flock  of  (heep,  fron) 
the  dominion  of  Genoa  to  that  of  Fr^mce.  The  meeting 
of  the  ftates-general  had  revived  within  the  bofoms  of  theie 
brave  men  the  untamed  fpirit  of  liberty,  and  the  hope  of 
being  once  more  reinflated  in  their  rights.  Thefe  hopes 
were  iucceeded  by  a  finifter  rumour,  that  they  were  once 
more  to  be  ceded  to  the  detefted  domination  of  Genoa; 
or,  that  at  leaft  they  were'  to  be  ftiU  retained  as  a  fervile 
appendage  to  a  land  of  fieedom.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  doubt 
and  perplexity,  the  paflions  of  the  multitude  are  eafily 
excited.  I'bey  propoied  immediately  to  form  a  national 
^uaid.  The  citizens  of  Baitia  afiembled  for  that  purpofe 
m  the  parifli  church  of  St.  John.  The  army  marched 
to  difperfe  them,  and  in  the  conteft  fome  lives  were  loft. 
In  this  ftate  of  ferment  the  ifland  remained,  when  a  depu- 
tation appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  entreating,  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  Corfica,  that  they  might  be 
inevocably  united  by  a  decree  of  the  l^flatur^  to  the 
.French  nation,  ^  a  conftituent  part  oi  the  empire.  Such 
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ft  ttdjpM^  t9a&  too  reafefislbte  and  idb  flattering  to  Hie 
tfbtnbly  ixA  to  kft  inftantly  (t)mplied  with ;  dnd  thtb  was 
ibliowed  by  a  mc^bn  of  the  touift  de  MilBbeau  (wbo^ 
lamented  thst  his  ^dilth  b^  been  difgraced  h\f  partiopat* 
tog  tti  the  conqueft  of  ttis  tilatld)  to  reftote  all  Wbo  had 
dni^ted,  except  OR  acccHliii  ot  civil  kwxs,  to  thtir 
tank,  their  r^bti,  wd  their  Jroperty. 

Notwithflanding  aU  that  had  beien  efib£ted  in  fiivd* 
^il'thepedple^  the  date  ftiU  donlitiiied  tti  be  oppttffod 
under  an  intolerable  weight  of  (fifties,  ocea(i(»itd  by  the 
totd  dilorder  al  the  finances.  The  public  deficiency  was 
an  imtiienie  gidf,  whidi  nti  patHotic  (acriiSce  was  pDwor* 
ftd  enough  to  clofe,  arxl  die  pietoniaiy  ensbanafihie^ 
tiie  nation  feetned  rather  to  ind^e.  The  current  fpeeie 
bf  the  couitry  ivas  fwept  avoay  by  emi9:ation  i  and  the 
itiyal  trealiitt  was  exhabftied  by  ^hb  ^rdtafe  of  corii  tod 
^rovifidns.  A  mitade  wa^  hed^fliaty  to  teinftattiihe  fneft^ 
fie  af&iiSi  ahd  ihis  miratle  tia^  txpdSt&i  from  the  mid^ 
teroffinainke.  BM^iiifUchaftate  of  things,  what  ^oiitd 
human  wifijom  dr  human  ftrre%k  eHed  ?  In  thfc  tiiidft 
bf  alarmd^  <A  (ttfiHciotis^  of  dtfefedit^  it  wa^  impoffibife 
to  enter  t^n  ahy  MeW  »t  eniti^^^tAfj  ttieafum  for  naa^ 
ftatii^  the  l;tealth  md  tefduttes  of  tte  Rsdon:  ti» 
mini^,  theitefoirt,  injlead  df  ph^iicing  a  nov  and 
t^omplete  fyftetii  of  national  fkotiKre^  embiteced  ttet 
tiemedy  which  appeared  mofl:  adapted  to  the  cinwifs- 
ftancesi  and,  amidft  a  number  of  diffictihiia^  nlKk: 
lch<Mce  d^that  which  tLppi&feA  t6  be  frau^t  wMi  tuft 
danger  and  IntdrtvehieWde.  Tl^'taifle d'cfcompte,  tbM|^ 
not  ftridly  a  natidnal  itiflittitibti,  h^  been  a  favodnte 
with  mdft  of  the  inihiiftj^  fkMi  the  feiiod  df  its  mftitHL 
tioni  it  had  obcafidnafiy  ttnde^ed  fervtde  to  the  Aate: 
and,  at  the  period  df  whkh  We  aite  lso«(r  nteating^  thfe 
Dation  was  indebted  to  it  m  no  fe&a  futfi  than  farent)r 
m]Ilion$.  'J  he  idea  of  a  national  bank  had  feribnit 
years  been  extremely  pKdpiiito  in  Fmnce.   it^ornifffiam?^ 

therefbie. 
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theiefcnt)^  with  the  popular  voice,  and  as  the  only  means 
of  hirnilhipg  the  natba  wkh  lefources,  M.  Neckar  pro* 
pofed  theefiablKhment  of  one;  and  for  the  baiis  of  this 
efiablUhment  he  was  defirous  of  taking  an  iaftitutioo  to 
which  the  public  had  fo  many  obligations)  and  wilhed^ 
in  a  word,  to  convert  the  caiile  d^dcon^te  into  a  national 
bank!  In  ofpoGtvOa  ta  this  plan  two  obftacks  prelented 
themfelves;  the  aedit  of  the  caifle  d*eicompte  was 
extienielY  low;  and  theitfore  it  was  neither  eafy  to  force 
its  notes  into  circulation^  hor  to  protradt  the  period  when 
it  (hoiidd  be  caUed  upon  to  convert  them  into  ipecie^ 
Affair  nduch  difquffion  in  the  aflemblyy  it  was  determined 
in  port  to  adopt  the  plan  of  the  minifber»  to  aft  with 
juftice  towards  the  caifle  d'elcompte,  to  pio^e  the  nation 
with  a  temporary  fupply,  and  to  derive  a$  fpeedy  advan-* 
tages  as  mig|ht  be  from  the  immenfe  landed  property  of 
the  king  am  of  the  deigy.  Twx>  decrees  to  tlus  dBbSt 
were  p^ed  ob  the  19th  of  December,  the  particulars  of 
which  it  wQukl  be  tedious  to  detail :  the  firft  gave  cur- 
Kocf  to  the  notes  of  the  caifle  d'etoompte,  ftipulatii^ 
at  the  (arae  time,  that  it  (hould  fumifli  the  national 
treafiiiy  with  eig^  millions  for  the  ciurrent  year,  which 
were  to  be  rein^xufed,  together  with  the  old  debt,  by 
affigpiats  on  tlie  caifle  dei'actraordinaire :  and  the  iecond 
created  a  uk^  ic  Vtxtruwriinaire^  in  which  all  patriotic 
donations  were  to  be  funded,  and  which  was  to  take 
diaigB  of  the  £de  of  the  national  domuns,  and  from  thefe 
leburces  to  anfwer  ultimately  the  exigencies  of  the 
publftc 

This  plan  was  00  fboner  carried  into  eicecution,  than 
a  pfoiufioQ  of  patriotic  donations  flowed  into  die  aflembly* 
Even  foiti^iers,  affe£ied  with  the  iame  generous  enthu* 
fiafin^  were  deflious  of  participating  in  the  g^ory  of  giving 
liberty  to  Cianoe,  and  extricating  thoie  noble  ai£rtors 
ofireedpm  from. the  difficulties  that  befet  them.  The 
city  of  Neiffcdiatdy  among  others,  presented  the  nation 
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a  quarter  of  its  revenue,  which  was  accepted  with  ff^tb- 
tilde :  but  adonation  of  900,000  livres  oflfered  by  the 
republic  of  Geneva  met  with  a  very  different  reception. 
The  ruling  party  of  that  city  were  considered  as  ufurpers, 
wlio  by  the  iorc6  of  arms  had  feized  the  government  in 
1782,  and  liad  attsuned  it  in  oppofition  to  the  rights  of 
the  citizens.  With  a  unanimity  reputable  to  their  feelii^, 
the  aflcmbly  refufed  the  donation,  ded^ii^  that  the 
teprefentativcs  of  the  French  nation  could  not  accept  of 
a  prefent  from  the  oppreifors  of  Geneva. 

The  patriotifm  and  virtue  of  the  afTembly  were  put  to  a 
fevercr  trial  on  the  10th  of  December.  The  revolted 
fiates  of  Brabant  and  Flanders  were  naturally  led  to  lock 
up  to  the  aflertors  of  the  Gallic  liberty,  as  protedors  and 
allies.  M.  Vandernoot,  therefore,  who  alTumed  the  title 
and  charaAer  of  agent  plenipotentiary  of  Brababt,  ttanf- 
mitted  to  the  king  and  the  legiflative  body  the  manifefto 
of  thofe  newly  created  ftates.  The  firft  impuUe  of  the 
peiople  demanded  the  immediate  recognition  of  the  hberty 
and  independence  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  5  but  the 
aflembly  had  the  courage  and  the  prudence  to  refifl  this 
impulfe ;  and  conciods  that  the  ftate  was  unprnxipod  for 
ti  general  continental  war,  in  which  fuch  a  ftep  muft 
infallibly  involve  them,  and  yet  unwilling  to  declare  them- 
felves  the  immediate  partiians  of  defpotilm,  deferred  open** 
ing  the  di(patch  till  a  remote  period* 

Tlie  examples  of  the  rebeUioias  parliaments  of  Metz 
and  Rouen  did  not  deter  that  of  Britany  firom  foUowii^ 
their  example ;  with  this  additional  mark  of  contumacy* 
that  the  chamber  of  vacations  there  did  not  lati^  itfdf 
with  a  proteft  againft  the  authority  of  the  legiflatuie»  bat 
ix>(itively  refuted  to  regifter  the  edift  whidi  iuipended 
them  from  the  exercife  of  their  fundionf .  On  being 
ordered  to  the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  they  pleaded  that  the 
term  fot  the  exercife  of  their  power  was  expijncd,  and 
therefore  they  could  not  perform  any  legal  aA ;  but  jufti- 
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fied  the  meafure  ftlll  further  by  a  lefeiencie  to  the  old 
charters  and  ftatutes  of  Britany.  The  confequence  was, 
that^  being  a  fecond  time  ordered  to  the  bar,  they  were 
deprived  formally  of  the  rights  of  adive  citizens,  till  by  a 
(ofemn  a£t  they  (hould  declare  their  fubmiflion;  and  a 
temponuy  chamber  was  eilabliihed  for  theadminibation 
of  jufUce  in  Britany. 

The  corruption  which  had  pervaded  all  the  old  tribo* 
nab  of  juftice,  indeed,  appeared  icarcely  lefs  to  attach  to 
that  of  the  Chatelet  than  to  the  provincial  adminftratiois. 
In  acquitting  the  baron  Bazenval,  marlhai  Broglio,  and 
the  prince  de  Lambeiq,  they  at  once  aflerted  the  iacred 
independence  of  the  jaws,  and  demonfbated  their  own 
regard  to  juftice.  To  concfemn  the  fervants  of  an  exifling 
government  f<x  obedience  to  the  commands  of  thdr  fupe* 
ricMS,  it  to  punifh  tlie  guildefs,  while  the  really  criminal 
eicape  >  and  to  try  men  for  offences  againfl  the  rights  of 
the  people»  while  the  adual  conftitution  of  the  country 
has  denied  them  any,  is  to  try  them  by  an  ex  poJl/aSo 
law.  But,  in  the  (acrifice  of  the  marquis  de  Favras, 
this  tribunal  forfeited  the  honour  it  would  otherwife  have 
acquired  in  the  ^es  of  good  men,  and  enveloped  their 
own  proceedings  in  a  veil  of  myfl^  unbecoming  a  free 
government,  and  which  fixes  an  indelible  (bun  upon  their 
own  chara£brs. 

This  unfortunate  geptleman  iiiherited  from  nature  an 
enterprifing  genius,  and  an  exalted  ambition.  He  had 
been  fucodffively  a  captain  of  dragoons,  and  firfl  lieutenant 
of  the  Swifi  guards  in  the  fervice  of  Moniieur.  He  had 
married  a  [princefs  of  Anhalt  Schaamburgh^  who  had 
been  pertecuted  by  her  family  on  account  of  her  attach- 
ment to  the  Roman  catholic  religion ;  and,  by  his  fpirit 
and  addrefs,  had  obtained  an  imperial  refcript  to  oblige 
the  prince  hfr  &ther  to  allow  his  dai^hter  a  peniion  of 
one  thoufand  florins.  The  marquis  de  Favras  engaged 
deqdy  in  the  troubles  of  Holland  in  1785  ^  and  having 
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undertaken  to  raiie  a  itgiment  for  the  fervice  of  the 
patriotic  party,  he  fanned  a  connedtion  with  a  M.  Tour* 
caty,  who  engaged  to  furnKh  him  with  troops.  The 
peace,  however,  which  was  forced  upon  the  Dutch  bj» 
the  military  mediauon  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  dilooncertcd 
his  prc^eds,  and  induced  him  to  turn  his  attention  to 
the  inmrre£tion  in  Brabant,  as  a  proper  field  for  the  dif- 
piay  of  his  talents.  His  patriotic  connexions  in  thefe 
countiies,  however,  had  not  converted  him  to  the  demo-. 
ciatic  fide  of  the  queftion  in  his  own.  Connefted  l^  birth 
in  the  ariftocracy,  and  in  habits  q£  intimacy  with  die 
great  men  of  the  court,  he  was  (uppofed  to  bswc  been 
privy  to  the  plan  of  carrying  off  the  king  to  Metz.  He 
was  one  of  the  firft  to  wear  tlie  white  cockade  on  the  ad 
of  Odober;  ^nd  on  the  5th  he  had  reaufied  M«  do  St. 
Pricft  to  ftumifh  him  and  a  number  of  vdunteos  with 
horfes6x)m  the  royal  (tables,  in  order  to  dtfperie  die  ra^bie, 
and  deprive  than  of  their  artillery. 

Afi^  the  eftal^ifhment  of  the  luiig  and  the  affiffibfy 
Pans,  tlie  mai^uisde  Favras  was  accuied  of  entering  into 
a  ftHther  confpiracyi  the  objeft  of  which  \4ras  to  engagie 
a  number  of  men,  under  the  pretence  of  raiikig  a  tpBgamat 
for  the  iervke  of  Brabant,  who  were  Co  enter  rais  bf 
different  ways,  to  maiiacre  M.  de  la  Fa]^ette,  M.  Bailly, 
and  M.  Neckar,  and  with  or  without  his  confiuit  cony^ 
the  king  to  Peronne.  Monfieur,  the  king'^^irother,  was 
ai(b  fuQ)e£bed  of  being  at  the  bead  of  this  Gortfpiracy.  In 
the  courie  of  his  [Hx^^edings,  he  renewed  his  connei^on 
with  Tourcaty,  in  order  to  et^age  his  fervices  in  rufing 
men :  this  p^n  had  intnxluced  him  to  another  of  tbc 
name  of  Morel.  Tliefe  were  his  principal  a^nts ;  aad 
in  concert  with  thefe  men  he  a6tualiy  applied  to  M. 
Chomel,  a  monied  man  in  Paris,  to  negociate  atoan  in 
the  name  of  Monfieur. 

The  news  of  this  fuppoled  confpiiacy  was  no  ibdcier 
abroad,  than  tiie  whole  dty  was  in  a  fta^of  confiafion. 

Monfieur 
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MoQ&ur  tkw  to  the  Hotel  ^  V  ille,  tq  explain  to  t\\f 
xnagifltF^  thp  pgtjj^p  of  Kiis  cowc^ign  with  M.  de  F^- 
yi^.  ^  i^ted^  t^^  |n  ^  77^^  ^t  the  i^ntlecoan  enteiied 
^a^o  his  SwifigMxds,  and  d^ciined  the  (erviqp  in  177^ 
bqq^  jy^icjix  tirpe  |^  )»d  mcver  Spoken  with  Ijim.  Tn?t 
fittdijc^  hif»fi^  4i%^K)wtod  fjroni  Ih^  trouWe?  ql  t^ 
p^ion  ip  the  jcoUedhon  of  hi$  revenues,  and  no(  wiChing 
tQ  ^pply  to  f he  pifblic  tjce^iury^  be  detqrniined  to  (oUdt  a 
pnyajte  loan,;  th^t  iA*  4^  F^vras  b^  bioen  xeconamendoci 
lis  a  mper  perion  to  qqgoci^t^  this  buiinel?,  and  hod 
fl^^ii^ly  efedted  it  with  Meffieurs  CbPipel  3^4  Seitorii^ 
jbankf^;  W^ba^  bp  had  neyer  bad  ai^  jper^qnal  cqxn- 
munication  with  the  marquis  de  Favras  on  thi^  oi^,  pr 
i)D ai)y  pjtbqr.  H>  ^^ppe^,  in  }iis  ji^^jfication,  to  his^ 
f^qcliiift  i^  ^he  ^fleipjbiy  of  Rotables;  apd  ofliued  tbp 
jj^f^ftn^tfg,  t^t  he  b^/evor  bqen  a  moft  £rm  &ieqd  to 
^  ipyolutvon,  TJtxe  di(coMr(p  pf  Jif onfiew  ?ippeajred  fto 
^tf9^  l^h  the  m^giii;i9^  ^  the  x\fitio^4  aflembly, 
thoK^         oif^the  patiie^  Wbsf^  havie  jEt^l  contui^ol 

^.  de  Fzym  was  ane^  on  the  ^^tb  of  Pccetnhqr, 
Iwjt  D?^  ^  hniijigbt  to  tn^)  Ip^ow  tbe  9tb  c^  Fehrusuy 
fcllwi^r  The  priocipsJi  widence?  againft  bim  w/erc 
jjpuBciy  s«?c)  JMloFidj^  wj^p  lia,ted  tbe  ££t?,  )ybicb  ha^ 
J^yM^  abqidy  fd^tcdi^  m  ^gipqifation;  and  tbefe  virere  /cor. 
loberated  by  the  teftimony  of  a  M.  JVl^quie,  lybo  b9d 
^oep  .a  ierje^  in  tb^  Fiencb  guards^  had  diftingvi^ied 
.|)^m^i9  tbeta^ii^of  tbe  3ailii]e,  and  wa3  npw  fub- 
jl^tc^^  gf  qne  of^bc  qentre  compwc3.  On  the  fijii 
,!^  QAobcr  this  petlon  had  been  cxtren>ely  adive  ip 
ilavii^  tbeHy£^oCthegaA)es-duHCQrps;and  inconduding 
^  king  to  Paris,  wasobfervedio  (bed  tears.  It  a[)peared 
^^piat  jtl>e  iro^ui^  de^ Favras  had  had  fome  interviews  in 
private  with  M.  Marqui^^  in  which  he  attempted  to 
w£[3k  ixfto  his  rnind  fiifpicious  that  the  French  guarda 
Ifreie  ^  loi^  tp  be  entrufled  wi(b  the  b^xiour  ^g|uard« 
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ing  their  monarch,  which  was  to  be  committed  entirely 
to  the  citizens ;  he  infinuated,  that  they  ought  to  refume 
their  former  appellation  j  and  prefented  hini  with  a  pam^ 
fSilet',  the  title  of  which  was,  «  Open  your  Eyes.**  To 
all  this  the  marquis  replied,  in  his  defence,  that  confider- 
.ing  himielf,  as  he  was,  without  money,  without  men  ; 
with  no  confidents  but  two  fuch  perlbns  as  Tourcaty 
and  Morel,  the  grols  ?ibfurdity  of  projecting  fiich  a  plot 
as  he  was  acculed  of  was  ^  fufficient  anlwer  to  the  calum- 
ny; and  (JDfervcd,  that  the  evidences  of  the  two  firft 
witneffes  was  fo  contradiftory  and  inconfiftent  with  each 
other,  that  their  teftimony  ought  to  be  confidcred  as  of 
no  \yeight. 

A  third  witnefs,  more  favourable  than  ahy  of  the 
others,  was  however  produced,  and  this  was  M.  Chomel. 
He  did  not  pretend  that  M .  Favras  had  communicated 
to  him  any  particulars  fimilar  to  thofe  which  weteTlated 
by  the  other  witneffes ;  but  aflerted,  that  he  had  talked 
with  him  of  a  much  more  fealiblc  projeft,  which  was,  to 
affcmble  jM  the  difcontented  party  on  the  frontier  of  tlie 
Netherlands,  under  a  pretence  of  taking  part  in  that 
difpute,  until  they  fhould  form  an  army  toongenou^ 
to  invade  France  from  different  quarters;  which  was  to 
be  followed  by  a  reinfbitement  of  the  parliaments,  and 
all  the  different  branches  of  the  old  government  which 
had  been  deftroyed. 

On  the  firft  day  of  the  trial  of  M.  de  Favras,  the  mob 
had  attempted  riotoufly  to  affemble  ;  but  they  were  dif- 
perfcd  by  the  mafterly  conduft  of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  and 
the  fidelity  of  the  French  guar<;ls,  and  long  before  his  con- 
demnation the  city  was  reftored  to  petfeft  tranquillity. 

It  is  plain  the  evidence  againft  this  unhappy  gentleman 

'was  by  no  m&ns  fufficient ly  decifive  to  juftify  a  verdift 

againft  him.     At  tlie  moft  his  crime  was  little  more  than 

*  converfation,  the  expreflion  of  a  wifh  to  overturn  the 

'government,  without  the  leaft  probability  of  fucccfe  Ih 

the 
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the  execution  of  it :  even  this,  however,  he  moft  ftie- 
nuoufly  denied.  •  Heaflerted,  that  hewas  notdilkflfeaed 
to  the  new  «rder  of  things,  and  only  wiflied  to  fee  his 
fovereign  enjoy  in  fafety  and  tranquility  that  (hare  of 
authority  which  was  confiften!  with  a  free  government ; 
and  that,  in  all  the  projefts  he  had  ever  entertained  con- 
cerning the  levying  of  troops,  he  had  nothing  hirther  In 
view  than  to  pu(h  his  fortune  in  the  (ervice  of  Brabant. 
He  pleaded  his  cauie  with  all  the  energy  and  confidence  (A 
conteious  innocence,  with  all  the  eloquence  and  aig;ument 
of  a  moft  accomplifhed  mind — ^in  vajn.  The  temper  of 
the  people,  it  was  fuppofed,  required  a  viftim,  and  this 
corrupt  tribunal  was  determined  it  (hould  not  ymit  one. 
He  was  found  guilty,  and  condemned  to  be  executed  on 
the  1 9th  of  the  fame  month.  If  we  may  credit  die  report 
of  ocular  witnefles,  there  never  was  difplayed  a  greater 
vigour  of  mind,  gr«iter  force  of  chara£br,  or  more  exalted 
coura^,  than  was  manifeft  in  the  condu6t  of  the  unfor« 
tunate  convift,,  at  a  moment  the  moft  trying  for  human 
nature.  From  that  period  to  his  execution  his'fortitiide 
never  forfook  him.  On  the  fatal  day  he  was  drefied  at 
an  early  hour,  and  with  peculiar  decency  and  caie.  He 
lequefted  tliat  he  might  be  attended  in  his  laft  moments 
by  the  curate  of  St.  Paulas  church,  and  profefled,  with  a 
laber  but  fervent  piety,  his  firm  belief  in  the  great  truths 
erf  the  gofpel,  and  his  hope  of  a  joyful  refurreftion.  He 
was  drawn  in  a  cart  to  the  place  of  execution,  his  bead 
and  feet  naked,  his  hair  loole  and  flowing,  and  drefied, 
agreeable  to  the  fentence,  in  a  white  robe  over  hb  own 
clothes.  When ,  arrived  ^before  the  principal  gMe  of 
Notre  Daine,  he  defired  to  be  conduced  to  the  Hotel 
de  Ville, .  where  he  would  reveal,  he  faid,  important 
fecrets.  He  there  dictated,  with  his  ufual  calmnefs,  a 
lot^  proteflation  of  his  innocence.  He  declared  that 
neither  in  July,  September,  nor  Oftober,  he  had  been 
piivy  to  any  ccnfpiracy  to  carry  off  the  king.     His 
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tmrn^^mf^  m  the  king's  fcyvicc  on  the  fitl^  of  OfStQ^cr 
^  pqmt^  Jiim  QWt,  *p  fyid,  to  ^  great  IqrI  v^  ipa^ 
(Ogaged  ^L^Qiit:  the  Jpng's  perfpR,  as  a  proper  own  to 
pbffHrve  th^  iporiow  ^  tbc  pop^Ui^*  This  gpeat  pwioa 
(prpbiHy  ^  prinor  4p  LuKB^^^ouig)  w^f  at  th^  tiin^ 
afpfie^^ve  of  ^  infurreftioA  in  t^  fuburb  0f  S^. 
A^toin^s  hs  tb««^«  employed  M-  F*vras  tp  procwc 
)fttel%PCP>  iii  wter  that^  in  fijch  ^  c^c^  mcafures 
m^t  M  ta)cm  for  tb(s  Ipi^g's  i^e^y,  ^  pr^&nted  him 
with  ^^9  hwM  IPWM  to  4ifch«ge  his  expenoe^  iij  f b» 
ioq^.  Oil  thi3  «^WDt,  aa4  Q^  ti^is  9Plyi  be  cjepliaii^ 
hfih^  9'pf^  to  Tourcaty  ^  More},  ^  had  (o^nded 
M«  MiiAiui^  witb  i^efpp^l  to  th^  feptimente  of  the  Fceqch 
I^W^  It  is  &i4  moceoy/^,  bi^  pn  what  authority  (9e 
fliOflot  itfc;^r^,  th^t  he  ai}^  the  judge  iivj^  a^eockd 
)ikW|  on  tbie  fiqc^fio^  '^whether^  jf  he  were,  to ezplwi 
mom  opeofy,  tt  Yfo^  m^kt  ^^f  ^r^tion  in  bis  favour  ?*' 
Iifl4  jtfaflir»  upe»  ^he  j^c^e  f^wt%  bin)  jdjat  i(  i^ 
mpoffble  to  ^r  the  cj^c^tipfi  ^f  the  jl^;(^jenc^  ^ 
mfM^f  '^  In  thftt  ?ife  my  fcgr^  O^idie  wifh  nj^, 

A^i^g^to-depkiAtbieeveoing  M.  d^  Favqr4|ftd^o^q49d 
ftom  the  lUbd^  ViJle,  siid  jwcjpedjed  to  jthe  pl^eflf 
^9^»tiw  (iitfrowiJNi  Wth  l»naps  ^d  tppije?)  w^  f 
^HD  ft^,  Md  witb  the  ifttmigtft  Qo^ipofiffip  ^sdpiv^  j^ 
i^nds  mt  to  km^  Im  iit^^  Th^  whole  of  tl^  imini* 
f^  ^yltitudbi,  wbo  ym^  for  ^  ire}ov:ed  in  h)s  49a«h, 
WWiBOvcsd.  Tbc  curit^  of  St.  PwJ^tqiil,  Whm 
4(  Ihe  Hoot  .of  l;he  io/Told,  tjb^e  n)^ui3  escbimed, 
'•'Citwens,  I  4b  an  ini3K:^ccAt  n^n.  Prsy  for  ;j»e.'* 
Thr  syhole  efibqibJijr  tre«i>b)iQd ;  ;the  ei^ecytioner  hioi&lf 
jHW.ovewhfiliMd  wiith  eviotion;  of  f^d ;  the  n^oitawM 
C^enoe  enfued  for  foiQs  mPDtqL  find  jvas  oi^ly  bi^oKfni  Ipgr 
ihiCMtn^d  fuffbrqr  himfedf,  fQi»W(%  out  to  the  execuitimer 
^/dohifiduty.  •After  luring  the  viij^  tiipe,  l^b^ 
«fi6  deiiir^  to  his  tiendb. 

Sugh  was  the  i&te  of  this  unfortunate  i^bvmfifr^ 
nvmritad,  cert^unly,  if  we  are  to  judge  only  trom  tho 
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«videfK^  ^ich  i^befoiethe  publics  wd  if  imong  \m 
p^poh  which'  wefc  (sized,  any  mor^  convinai^  tefli-» 
monies  weie  found>  they  cn^t  to  have  Vieen  fijudy  en^ 
bited  to  the  work),  whateye?  the  ignk  of  the  peribnsthey 
mi^ht  involye.  Either  the  puUic  oug^t  to  have  been 
fati^Bed  of  the  guilt  of  M.  de  F^vm,  or  be  oi:^t*  to 
haw  been  acquitted.  What  13  moft  extraordinary  i$»  that 
about  the  fime  period  a  M*  Augeard  wa^  accufed  before 
the  tribunal  of  a  fimilar  crime  ;  and  a  projeft  in  his  onm 
band  writing  $ir  c^ing  off  the  King  to  Metz  waspro^ 
duoed,  whidi  preyed  he  had  himielt  oommuniflatfld  to 
Mp  de  Clennpnt  Tonnem;  Md yet»  di^Scult  as  ijt  may 
lie  to  treconcik  iuch  contodidiont,  thia  man  was  folra^nly 
acquitted,  while  the  elegant  and  aocompjiihed  Fayra9  wa$ 
condemiiedand  fgagcuterl. 

While  the  Ci^ct  was  thus  iponiimrafly  employod^ 
jtbe  national  aflembly  was  proceeding  in  their  pitriolk 
labour^.  Sei^  decrees  whidinAefthonmir  op  tbekUh^ 
tali^  <rf  fentiment  wne  pa&d.  Among  &ek  we  (bdl 
iMilymentionthedeciee  which  dodajmallperibns,  whether 
fidieffiflgtfae  cathdic  selielon  or  not,  eligible  to  all  offices 
andemptoyflaentsof  tfae&ite;  and  that  which  aholiftwd 
the  barbarous  feudal  principle,  which  attached  in&my  to 
Ihedefoendants  of  perfonsesEecuted  forcnmcs^  and  which, 
^yrith  us,  is  itili  retained  under  the  unphilofophical  teri»^ 
£orrv^4n  cjilo^d.  On  the  4tfa  of  February  the  king 
irdiintaiflyrepamri  to  the  national  afie^  and  laments 
inginalongdiicourfe,  the  malignant efiorts  of  the>ener 
mies  of  the  new  copftitution,  he  declared  foleoinly,  that 
he  wooU  defend  it  to  the  laid  moment  ot  his  exigence  s 
.and  tliat  in  concert  wilfh  the  queen,  it  ihcftid  be  his  oonr 
ilant  endeavour  to  educate  his  children  in  the  &cred  love 
<sf  liberty.  The  api;^ufe  which  was  beftowed  on  this 
<&(bouiie  was  ixiin^edwith  tears  of  joy  and  gcatitiide.  As 
(oon  9&  dac  king  was  retired,  the  afiembly  decreed  a  moft 
-|oyd  addre§i  and  profiting  by  the  occafipn,  it  was  aUb 
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detennined  to  adminifter  immediately  to  all  the  mem&ert 
preientthe  civic  oath,  and  it  was  enacted  that  thofe  who 
were  abfent  fhould  not  be  permitted  to  take  any  part  in 
the  deliberations  till  they  had  fubmitted  to  a  fimilar  cere* 
itiony.  The  example  was  followed  by  the  whole  city  of 
Pteris ;  and  at  the  fame  time  an  addrefs  to  the  prpv'mces 
was  decreed  by  the  aflembly,  to  announce  what  they  had 
alieady  eife6ted,  and  what  they  ftill  propo{ed  to  do  for 
the  entire  regenemtion  of  the  empire. 
•  The  difoiders  of  the  kingdom  had  not  yet  fubfided. 
At  Bezieis  a  riot  was  occaiioned  by  the  feizure  of  ibme 
contraband  (alt ;  and  five  perfons  were  hanged  by  the 
mob*  The  caftles  of  the  nobility  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom  were  pillaged ;  nor  did  thofe  of  the  moft  deci- 
ded patriots  efcape.  That  of  M.  Chaiks  Lameth  was 
{laundered ;  and  that  of  the  duke  d' Aiguillon  was  threat- 
ened, but  was  faved  by  the  adtivity  of  the  national  guard. 
As  the  only  remedy, therefore,  to  thefe  dilgraceful  procee- 
dings, the  ailembly  was  obliged,  in  addition  to  die  riot 
aft  fomierly  mentioned,  to  pals  a  decree,  which  made  the 
municipality  refponiible  lor  whatever  damages  might 
enfue  from  riotous  alTemblies  of  the  people  in  any  part  of 
the  kingdom. 

.  The  continuance  of  thefe  a£b  of  violence  fumifhed  the 
parliament  of  Bouideaux  with  a  pretext  for  exciting  the 
country  agaunft  a  new  conflitution :  and  a  kind  of  report 
was  drawn  up  by  the  chamber  of  vacations  there,  of  tbe 
grievances  which  the  new  arrangements  liad  brought  upon 
the  country.  As  fbon  as  this  matter  was  known  to  the 
national  aflembly,  it  was  agitated  with  much  violence  for 
ibme  days;  but  they  at  length  difmifled  the  ms^ftrates 
of  the  parliament  with  a  gentle  reproof. 

If  the  gentlemen  of  the  robe  contended  with  their 
ufual  chicanery  and  addrefs,  the  oppofition  of  the  cleigy 
was  not  ]efs  violent.  It  muft  indeed  be  confefled,  that 
the  property  which  the  latter  had  at  ftake  was  much 

more 
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more  confidemUe  than  that  of  the  former ;  and  theii 
daim  to  that  property  was  much  ftronger  than  that  whick 
the  l^al  profdlion  advanced  in  iavour  of  their  monopoly 
of  juftice.  Thefe  ckmours  were  inaeafed  by  the  apipre- 
henfion  that  the  church  lands  were  Q)eedily  to  be  put  to 
iaie ;  and  as  a  preparatory  ftep,  the  abolition  of  monaftjc 
vows  and  orders  was  agitated  in  the  afiembly.  After  a 
clamorous  debate  upon  this  fubjed,  which  in  its  own 
nature  fcaicely  admitted  of  any,  it  was  decreed,  •*  that  in 
future  the  aflembly  would  lanSion  no  monaftic  vows  iii 
perfons  of  either  fex :  that  the  monaftic  ordeis  wefc  from 
that  moment  fupprefled  in  France :  that  every  individual 
confined  in  monaftries,  of  either  (ex,  might  be  immedi- 
ately releaied  from  their  monaftic  obligations,  by  giving 
in  their  declaration  to  the  municipality,  and  that  (uch 
ihould  be  entided  to  a  certain  penfion ;  but  that  houfes 
fhould  be  provided  for  the  reception  and  fupport  of  fuch 
as  fhould  not  be  difbofed  to  !take  advant^  of  this 
dcace." 

During  the  difcuffion  of  this  topic  in  the  aflembly  a 
voice  was  heard,  requiring  that  a  decree  fhould  be  pafled, 
fQkmnly  declaring  that  Uie  Roman  catholic  religion  was 
the  efiablifhed  FeUgion  of  the  ftate ;  and  this  was  followed 
by  a  violent  clamour,  that  the  church  was  in  danger.  M. 
Dupont  replied,  that  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  that  the 
Rdloian  catholic  rel^on  was  the  religion  of  the  (fate» 
fince  they  had  appropriated  more  than  8o,ocx),ooo  (or 
four  millions  fterhng)  annually  to  its  fopport.  To  put 
an  entire  termination,  however,  to  all  iinukr  debates,  the 
aflembly  decreed,  <*  that  the  attachment  of  the  natioi)  to 
the  Roman  catholic  religion  ought  iK)t  to  be  doubted, 
fince  the  fupport  of  that  form  of  worfhip  hdd  the  fuft 
rank  in  the  public  expences." 

Thefe  proceedings  were  fpcedily  followed  by  a  decxee, 
authorifii^  the  (ale  of  the  churdi  lahds  to  the  amount  of 
eiglity  mmions  of  liv^ ;  to  be  di^fed  of  from  time  to 

time 
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time  tb  the  l^iflature  ihould  diredt.  In  the  meaa  tkne 
it  w&s  del ennined)  that  a  number  oi  afSgnata,  or  notes  of 
Gtfedit  upon  theie  lands,  to  be  accepted  in  payment  on 
their  &le»  ihouU  be  ifllied  into  circulation.  '  Some  r^-' 
ktioQs  were  alfo  made  refpeftii^  the  ranfom  of  the  feudal 
rig^i  and  the  ttaiponny  adminiftration  of  the  tithes. 

Several  other  financial  amusements  were  adopted  for 
the  cafe  and  coarenience  of  the  peq>le,  and  for  the  encou- 
mgnnent  of  oooimeTce.  The  taxes  Upon  leather,  oil« 
foap»  fiaidi,  and  iron^  were,  all  abolifiied.  But  the  moft ' 
popvllar  fiep  ti  the  legiilatu^  was  to  atoihikte  for  ever 
the  odious  and  <^)pieflive  dfoit  de  gabclU,  or  lalt-tax, 
which  had  for  ages  been  the  caule  <^  continual  (editions 
^mong  th^  po(^.  Thefe  were  replaced  by  a  fin^U 
addition  td  the  territorial  taxes.  The  tax  oh  totxUrco  lias 
fince  been  abi^Aied;  and  £x>m  that  period  tobacto  and 
£dt  have  become,  nAiat  they  were  not  before,  oonfiderable 
articles  of  cotnmerce  in  Fiance.  In  fine,  that  no  unla^^rful 
reftridion  fhould  remain  upon  commerce,  the  trade  to 
the  Eaft  Indies  was  declared  free  and  open  to  th^  whole 
nation; 

In  the  mean  time  the  aflfembly  was  not  inatt^tive  tO 
that  gicht  and  necei&ry  talk^  the  reform  d  the  jufi^)ru- 
dence.  In  almoft  every  nation  of  Europe  the  kws  am 
founded  upon  an  equivoc^  bafis;  the  (brufhire  is  hetero- 
geneous  and  inconfiftent,  and  the  praiftioe  cOnfequentty 
difficult,  expenfive,  and  uncertain.  Thfey  are  either 
founded  upon  the  voluminous  oode  of  the  ^oman  law, 
or  they  are  derived  fiom  feudal  •prinqples^  which  are 
now  obfolete  and*bafbaious«  Thus  the  foufcefc  of  £ui9* 
pean  jurifprtidence  have  no  oonneftioil  Or  analogy  witti 
the  mamidrs  or  the  ipirit  of  the  timds;  and  the  praftice 
of  thecourts  is  neceffarily  fbme^mes  in  txmtradiEtibn  to 
the  prindpks  of  the  feudal  laws,  and  at  otheis  abfuidlf 
diredcdirjr  them.  The  precedents  vrhich  are  fouoded 
upon  thefe  uncettmn  and  obfolete  princ^les  art  too  vdu* 
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mindiB  to  be  uftAal^  too  ctmtmdiflory  to  fac  juft.  Tte 
Iftws  them^ves,  inAead  of  beii^  fitti|pfe»  nd  obvieos  t» 
the  capacities  of  the  people^  aie  more  cfeefdy  ifiVdved  in 
tnyfte^  than  the  inoft  abftrufe  fpedilattcHis  of  icbool 
divinity ;  they  are  (hidi^>  not  to  be  limderftood,  b«t  tA 
ht  difpiited  t  and  tb^  people  are  govefcAed  by  a  coUdSlion 
of  maiinis  ef  whidi  tbey  know  as  little  as  i^  the  code  df 
China  or  indoftah.  In  no  country  was  this  thecafe  iaim 
than  in  France,  ilnd  in  (carcely  any  Mie  tiie  essences  d 
hwfiiits  riiore  gripvoufly  oppreflive.  The  ai&nlbly  at 
bnit  imipliiied  Sie  h^ ;  and  placed  juftice  within  the 
retach  of  the  poo^  \yf  ordering  that  it  fiiouM  be  ^atm*- 
iitttfly  ad9fMiifttred.  It  reftoied  the  excellent  iitftituticaai 
of  jmfes  in  crinnhal  cafes ;  tfaov^,  for  vAak  reaton  it 
wdfddbe  difficult  to  deVife^  they  omitted  to  extend  that 
iitftitution  to  civil  caufes,  where  it  is  (till  mo»  c^fential 
to  an  ancbrrupt  adminifiiation  of  juftice. 

TheiOxslition  of  the  feudal  ienuns  tlieaiMl  cnatenaUy 
tlie  i^enues  i»f  foihe  of  the  princes  d  CeitMny  who  had 
pofiei&onB  hi  Fntict:  to  thefe  the  French  hgiflaluit 
decn9edatx>tnpenfiition ;  but  the  (n^udices  or  the  policy 
of  tiiofe  aobfamtti  did  not  fKtittit  thefti  to  acdept  dt 

In  die  rtgdiition  of  their  own  Weft  India  cdoms  a 
Ibn  mxt  dffictdt  ta&  was  in^x>fed  upoii  the  natioM 
uSetskltfi  knA  t&  tbi6fe  aftiis  have  been  n>iich  fpokea  of^ 
but  idt  generally  underftood,  we  (hall  endeavour  te  ibte 
than  as  atttfatoticaUy  as  we  can,  and  k&  copio^fly  ab  our 
limits  will  winA.  When  the  nation^  aflfant^  firft 
preckilased  the  rights  of  nsen  and  citieeioB,  the  fugar 
iflanlstitbibkd^  ito  the  apprehenfion  that  tke  two  moft 
tmd  oistmgei  agikift  humanity^  flatoy  isftd  the  iiavft 
bad^  -weite  ^khic  to  be  abdilhed  The  arit^tensa 
iicy  of  die  united  ftates  ci  America  had  ^  the  eocam'- 
;^  and  a  oonfidevaUe  majcx^ity  of  the  ptopk  df  Gxett 
'  i  deouuidfeiA  the  ^OxdUi^n  of  ite  flave  tiade  ^ 
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pertjmptbry  voice.  The  moft  unjuft  fufpidons  had  per- 
vaded the  iflands  of  the  intentions  of  the  n^oes ;  which 
united  to.  tne  diftiruft  in  which  the  planters  held  the 
views  of  the  aflembjy,  contributed  to  produce  a  general 
ferment  in  th^  minds  of  the  white  inhabitants^ 

St.  Domii^o  above  ail  was  deftined  to  be  ^e  fata! 
theatre  of  commotion  and  of  bloodflied.  This  iiland  is 
divided  into  three  provinces,  the  north,  the  fouth,  gnd 
the  weft;  but  thefe  are  united  under'  one  governor- 
general,  and/ one  intendant.  It  appears  that  fo  early  as 
the  month  of  June  1789,  the  deputies  firom  this  ifliand 
negotiated  with  the  mrnifter  of  marine  concern'mg  the 
new  form  of  government  which  was  intended  for  the 
colony.  It  was,  however,  the  27th  of  September  before 
any  thing  deciiive  was  determined ;  and  then  the  miniftcr 
of  marine  addrefled  to  thd  governor  and  intendant  an 
order  to  convoke  the  inhabitants  for  the  purpofe  ot  form* 
ihg  a  legiflative  .aflembly  for  interior  regulatioii,  &c. 

The  minifter's  letter  arrived  too  late  in  the  ifland; 
three  committees  were  already  formed  for  three  provinces ; 
thbfe  of  the  fouth  and  weft  ftill  preferved  a  communica- 
tion with  the  adminiftration,  and  with  tlie  metropolis; 
but  that  of  the  north,  which  was  aflembled  at  the  O^ 
xnahiiefted  very  different  principles.  It  declared  that 
the  full  power  of  the  northern  province  was  legally  vefted 
in  itfelf,  and  that  any  other  aflembly  woiild  be  feditious, 
and  would  rather  obftmd  than  promote  the  re-eftabli(hr 
ment  of  order.  It  prefumed  to  control  the  executive 
government;  it  continued  in  their  (unftionsyor  a, time 
the  public,  officers ;  but  it  neverthdefe  intercq>ted  the 
.minifterial  difpatches,  made  (ome  alteration  in  the  taxes» 
and  in  the  admtnifti]ation  of  juftice;  it  even  imprifooed 
M.  Dubois,  deputy  procureur-general,  for  having  iaid 
that  the  flavery  of  4he  n^oes  was  ah  infradion  of  gene* 
ral  liberty.  The  neceflary  confequence  was  a  co^teft 
.between  the  (ommittee  and  the  e^oecutive  power.  .M. 

t  Pcynicr, 
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Punier,  the  ^vcmor,  annulled  by  a  decree  of  the 
iupreoie  counal  all  the  refolutions  of  the  committee ;  for- 
bad the  imprifonment  of  M*  Dubois,  and  ordered  an 
account  of  all  the(e  fads  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  national 
aiKinbly.  On  the  other  hand,  the  deaee  of  the  gover- 
nor and  council  was  declared  invalid  by  the  rebellious 
aflembly,  who  cbofe  a  commander  in  chief  of  their 
militia,  and  weie  proceeding  to  hoftile  mcafures  j  but  the 
pradeoce  and  moderation  ot  ti/i.  Peynier  for  a  while  at 
lead  leprefled  their  violence. 

The  fiee  people  of  colour  (fo  aB  the  (hades  between 
black  and  white  are  temkd)  who  fbrnied  a  confidemble 
part  of  the  population,  and  pofleflTed  a  great  fliaie  of  the 
property  of  the  iiland,  conducted  themielves  in  a  very 
diierent  manner.  The  urguft  arrogance  of  the  wh  ite$ 
had  placed  them  in  a  ftate  of  d^iadation,  and  irifii'ted 
with  opprobrium  every  pofon  who  bore  the  fiiiallrfl 
rdation  to  the  defpiied  African  race.  As  the  abditron 
of  all  abiuid  and  oppreffive  prejudices  was  one  of  the 
Bs&i  principles  iandioned  by  the  French  revolution,  the(e 
depredated  perfons  were  induced  to  hope  that  the  day 
was  at  hand  when  a  barbarous  prejudice,  which  branded 
them  with  the  feal  of  infan^,  (hoidd  no  longer  exiff .  In 
the  courfe  ef  November  1789,  the  people  of  cobur  were 
afifemUed  in  the  (Uf^nt  parilhes  for  thepurpofeof 
advancing  a  ipodeft  daim  to  the  common  r^hts  of 
cHkz:ens,  and  on  the  19th  they  prelented  an  humbld 
memorfid  to  the  aflembly  adapted  to  that  purpofe.  S\x:h 
an  aft  of  infolence,  as  it  was  termed,  irritated  at  oiKe  the 
oflbtkled  pride  of  the  whites ;  they  cauled  the  deputies  to 
be  arretted,  and  threatened  to  hang  them  on  the  fpof ,  if 
diey  refoied  to  diiclofe  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  diev^ 
up  their  addrefe.  It  proved  to  be  a  M.  Ferrand,  a  pro- 
cupeur  of  the  king.  He  was  therefore  immedi^ely  feiif: 
for  and  interrogated.  He  declared,  with  a  becomii^ 
firmnefe,  that  1^  was  the  author  of  the  paper  which  they 
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termed  feditious,  and  proclaimed  himfelf  the  defcfider  (A 
the  caufe.  Without  further  ceremony  or  procefe,  they 
ordered  his  head  to  be  ilruck  off  by  the  common  execu- 
tioner, and  the  fentence  was  inftantly  perfbnned. 

The  outrages  and  perfecution  which  were  commenced 
upon  the  people  of  colour  immediately  after  this  tranfec- 
tion  knew  no  bounds.  On  the  nights  of  the  26th  and 
27th  of  November  the  whites  of  the  committee  of  Aquin^ 
in  three  bands,  fell  upon  their  habitations,  under  pretence 
of  fearchii^  for  freafonable  correfpondence.  Amoi^ 
Others,  thde  ruffians  repaired  to  the  boufe  of  a  M.  Laba- 
die.  This  re(pedable  old  gentleman  was  at  that  moment 
repofing  quietly  in  his  bed.  They  burfl  open  his  door, 
and  informed  him,  without  further  prefece,  that  they  were 
come  for  his  head.  Five  and  twenty  mufquets  were 
inftantly  fired  at  him,  and  his  young  child  was  murdered 
at  his  fide.  Though  defperately  wounded,  he  had  ibll 
ftrength  enough  left  to  defend  himfelf  ^  and  as  they  knew 
lie  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  negroes  by  whom  he  was 
^ored,  and  whom  a  fingle  call  would  have  brouglit  upon 
them,  they  contented  to  a  kind  of  compromife,  that  they 
would  fpare  his  life  for  the  prefent,  if  he  would  make  no 
reiiflance,  but  go  aloi^  with  them  and  fubmit  to  a  trial. 
He;was  immediately,  without  dreffir^  his  wounds,  put  to 
the  bar ;  and  after  a  mock  examination  his  head  wa:$ 
about  to  be  taken  off,  had  he  not  been  refcued  from  the 
executioner  by  the  intrepidity  of  a  peifon  of  the  name  df 
Maigret,  who  came  to  his  afTiftance  at  the  head  of  a  fmall 
party. 

With  a  patience  and  magnanimity  highly  honourable 
to  the  people  of  colour,  they  tranfmitted  an  account  ot 
tliefe  proceedings  to  the  national  aflembly,  and  declared 
tJiat,  whatever  rnight  be  the  refult  of  their  petition,  they 
^ould  fubmit  to  its  decifion.  Such  was  not  the  language 
of  the  white  colpnifts,  of  their,  deputies,  and  of  the  mer- 
chants who  traded  with  them.     They  rcprefented  alLthe 
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proceedings  ol  the  other  party  as  iniolent  and  trea(bnable»  . 
and  denounced,  no  lefs  than  deftrudion  on  the  colony* 
ihould  any  rdolution  ia  favour  of  the  block  inhabitants 
be  pafled  b}  the  legiflature.  • 

In  this  dilemma,  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
national  aflembly  for  regulating  the  aSain  of  the  colonies 
took  the  unfortunate  deternination  to  temporize,  'and 
not  to  dfcft  any  thing  of  a  definitive  nature.  By  their 
xecommendationa  decree  was  pafled,  which  '*  authoiized 
the  inhabitants  of  every  colony  to  make  known  their 
ientiments  to  the  aflembly,  concerning  that  plan  of  inte- 
rior lesflation  which  woidd  be  mod  conducive  to  their 
profpenty;  which  fan£tioned  the  ille^affemblies  already 
elpdbd,  and  recommended  in  plac^  where  there  were 
none  the  fpeedy  eledion  of  fimiW  bodia.  To  the  decree 
was  annexed  a  declaration,  that  the  afiembly  would  not 
innovate  diredtly  or  indire^y  any  fyftem  of  con^merce, 
with  which  the  welfare. of  the  colonies  was  conneded ;" 
whidi  declaration  was  g^erally  underftood  as  a  (andion 
iji  the  African  flave  trade. 

The  decree,  which  was  paifed  on  the  8th  of  March 
1 790,  was  certainly  well  intended,  but  it  was  as  certainly 
a  xnofl:  injurious  meafure.  The  aifembly  had  not  the 
daring  inhumanity  tpHdecree  deciiively  the  fubjugatbn  ol 
the  iooc  people  of  colour ;  but.it  had  not  the  courage  to 
do  them  juftice,  to  reftore  to  them  the  common  ri^ts 
of  citizens,  and  annihilate  a  (enielefs  prejudice  founded 
iolely  on  a  difTerence  of  complexion.  By  leaving  the 
adjuftmentof  the  government  to  the  cobnifts  them^lves^ 
they  might.be  laid  to  have  paflfed  an  a£t  iubverfive  of  all 
Older,  and  declaratory  of  civil  war ;  and  unfortunately  the 
prdiniinary  artide  to  this  adju^ment  was  undefined;  for 
tb^  had  left  undetermined  the  defcription  or  cla&  of 
men  -who  were  to  accompli(h  the  very  object  of  the 
decree.  J^toccj  and  Jhence  only>  have,  originated  thofe 
dreadfiS  contefb  and  infurreftions  which  havedefolatBd 
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the  ifland  of ,  St.  BoiQingo ;  cooileqcieQCes  wluch  ^ 
^acky  and  penetration  ot  Mirabeau  anticipaited,  land 
WQiM  have  averted.  He  and  M.  Cazales  both  aiceoded 
the  tribune  to  deprecate  the  pai&ng  of  the  decree ;  but 
&ich  was  the  iipffliieiuie  d  the  colq^iifts  in  the  aflembly, 
tiiat  thejr  wene  DQt  heard.^ 

.  We  have  akeady  intimated,  that  a  committee  w» 
-ai^iated  for  die  purpdie  ot  inquiring  into  the  cs{)eiidi- 
tuie.ofthe public nioney in pen&nsaixl donations;  aixl 
it  waa  fintfid  that  a  rog^iler  was  isept  by  the  mimften^ 
under  the  name  of  the  rei  booky  m  which  ereiy  pcnlinei 
t)r  ^ft  was  entered  in  the  hand-wntiiie  of  the  Gohmtroiier* 
genecal  of  the  finanqes,  and  checked  by  the  kii^hiitifitf. 
At  the  preffing  inftance  of  the  committee,  this  hodL  waa 
commuiHcated  to  them  on  die  15th  of  Maich.  The 
cammumcation  was  made  under  (botig  cifcuBiflaoces  ef 
leferve  and  ddicacy.  The  king  entreated  "tSat  the  [nxsfuie 
expencesof  his  grand^atlier  might  be  kept  fsom  the  pcd>> 
tic  eye  4  and  dse  committiee  promifed  M.  Nedkar,  it  is 
laid,  that  no  part  of  (hould  be  divulged  which  might  in 
an^  refped  hiirt  the  feelings  of  his  roajcfty.  The 
pQ&fGon  of  iuch  a  dbpofitory  was  hbwi^ver  too  impor- 
tant an  advantflgie  in  the  hsuids  of  the  popdar  party  not 
to  fae  empbyed ;  it  was,  theidbre,  ^91  wi^ut  fuiprtie 
and  indignation  that  M.  Necicar  £iw  this  no^fter  in  a 
Ssm  days  xximmitted  to  the  pre& ;  and  when  he  demaiidod 
why  they  bad  prefiimed  to  publifh  it  VMthout  the  per- 
miffion  of  the  aflembly  and  the  king,  he  received  far 
Mfwec,  <*  That  as  to  the  afTeinbiy,  t^  were  certain  of 
its  i^probation ;  and  as  to  the  ici^  they  were  not  bis 
SBprefei^atives."  Of  this  proceedmgtvfe  can  only  obier^ 
tbot  it  wsbukl  not  have  hetVL  eafy  fdr  tJbe  comnojltee  to 
xeobncilethefuppreffion  of  tlm.cattdDgu6.of  piibiic  dopRe-^ 
tlatibns  with  thdr  duty  to  tb^  coffiftituents;  tHit 
certainly  the  publication  ought  to  have  been  conduced 
in  a  manner  xhore  hooouiahle  to  AKT^rftfe&tativesof  a 
mat  nation* 
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The  publication  ct  the-ted  boo4c  difclo(ed  a  ftene  of 
extiavag^oe  and.,  iniquity  pefhapsf  iinparstBd)»{.  Sijich 
was  the  profufion  of  one  nitnfler  alone  (M.  Calomie) 
that  under  bis  adminiftration  it  appeared  tbat^  iodeden* 
dent  oi  their  tmmenie  Revenues,  the  twd  brdtheri  of  the 
king  had  committed  depiredatiom  on  the  pubhc  Crealury 
to  the  amount  of  neady  tv;o  millions  fterling ;  that 
upwards  of  ij  lOo.oooI^  of  thii  had  fallen  to  the  fhaie  of 
the  count  d'Artois;  and  that  the  &me  itiinifter,  had 
undertaken  moieover  todifchsu^  the  debts  of  this  prince, ' 
amounting  to  nearly  one  miUion  fterKng  befides .  Among 
the  donations  and  benefa&ions  alfo,  iome  appeared  oi  the 
tikA  fingdar  defbription ;  an^ng  others  was  recoided  a  , 
prefent  ot  6c)0,oool  to  an  individud  for  fab  importmii 
Jirvkes;  and  thefe  fervices  ibiniportafnt  to  the  Hate  v^cte^ 
that  he  was  maitre  f  hotel  to  his  own  wife,  njodome  de 
PoKgnac ! 

The  diiagreement  which  took  place,  upon  the  pub^ 
ficatiD!!  of  (kt  red  book,  between  the  minifter  of  finance; 
and  M.  Camus  and  other  members  of  the  committer  of 
^afibns,  contributed  greatly  to  the  diftrudlion  of  M. 
Mcckar^s  popoktrity,  which  was  already  on  the  decline. 
Another  objedion  which  was  railed  a^inft  him  by  his 
enemies  related  to  his  {^an  of  creating  a  board  of  treaiixy, 
^iriucb  (houkl  have  a  conflant  control,  and  which  ffaoold 
be  continually  occupied  in  apportioning  the  expences  of 
At  flat* ;  but  the  ofdy  eircumftance  which  it  app«ir9 
ftc^wefeabte  to  infHl  upon  inoppo(i|:iontotfabplan  of 
ftie  itHnjfter  was,  that  his  board  was  chiefly  fele^ed  fioitt 
^  members  »6f  the  natictial  afl^mb^,  and  trhey  had 
aineadf  decreed  that  none  oi  their  members-coutd  accept 
dt  appointments  under  the  executive  govemment. 
Anotiier  tnotc  reafbnabte  caafe,  which  *^  accelerated  the 
unpopolantf  of  this  great  and  upright  mmifter,  was,  that 
be  Md  been  forwattf  to  promote  t&  aeation  and  circu* 
Wi€»  of  afl%^»  t  tough  it  certaii^  s^peared  the  only 
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meafuit  which  was  likely  to  itftore  the  finaQcie^,  and 
retrieve  the  credit  of  the  nation.        ' 

M.  Neckar  was  not  the  only  one  of  the  king's  minify 
ters  who  fell  under  the  difpleafuie  of  the  people.  The 
conut  de  St.  Prieft  was  fufpefled  (and  that  was  fufficient 
in  France)  of  treatonable  defigns.  A  M.  Bonne  Savar-r 
din,  connected  with  M^.  MaUleboi^,  had  engaged  in  car- 
rying on  a  negotiation  between  that  general  and  the 
ex-princes,  to  effeft  a  counter-revolution.  Upon  an 
information,  however,  given  to  the  committee  of  refearch 
by  M.  Maflbt  de  Grand-maifon,  fecretary  to  M.  Maillet 
bpis,  the  whole  fcheme  was  deteSed.  The  general 
bimfelf  fled  ;  but  M.  Bonne  Savaidin  was  feized,  and 
among  his  papers  were  iound  minutes  of  a  converfatioq  - 
between  him  and  M.  St.  Prieft,  which  indicated,  it  was 
Caid,  ibme  difa|fe<5tion  in  that  niinifter.  The  other 
members  of  adminillration  were  fcarcely  niore  popular; 
and  but  little  confidence  was  repfed  in  the  patrioti(ni  of 
either  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin  or  the  archbifhop  gf 
Bourdeaux. 

Suspicion  and  diicontent  were  not  indeed  confined  to 
the  metropolis,  bi^t  (eemed  at.  this  unhappy  period  to 
pervade  the  whde  kii^dom.  At  Lyons  a  corps  of 
volunteers  was  inftituted,  who  refiifed  to  mix  with  the 
city  militia;  and  but  for  the  jpdicious  conduft  of  the 
Swife  regiment  d'Ambert,  which  was  quartered  there, 
tlie  whole  city  mi^t  have  become  the  theatre  of  the 
Qioil  ihockii^  barbarity.  At  Toulon,  a  formidable 
infurreftion  took  place  among  the  workmen  in  tlie 
adenal,  under  the  pretence  of  demanding  the  liberty  of 
three  kibrs  who  were  confined  for  fome  gf&nce,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  quelled  by  the  national  guard.  At^ 
Madcilles  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  two  hundred 
dragoons  were  flationed  under  the  command  of  M* 
d' Ambers,  colonel  of  one  of  the  regiments.  This  officer 
is;  accHfed  of  having  groflly  infulted  the  national  guard. 
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p  €;  Aii  as  it  may,  his  condud  proved  in  fome  way  offenfive* 
to  the  pjtriotilm  or  the  prejudices  of  the  municipality 
and  the  citizens.  An  order  was  obtained  from  the  king, 
for  the  removal  of  the  regiments ;  but  as  the  commanders 
appeared  rather  tardy  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  a 
tfoop  of  young  men,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  concerted 
a  ftratagem  for  the  purpofe  of  feizing  forcibly  the  for- 
trefs^  and  .^oelling  the  garrilon,  which  thiey  (ucceGfuUy 
effefted  on  the  night  ot  the  29th  of  April.  The 
fortrefe,  with  thofe  of  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  John,  were 
demolifhed;  on  the  latter  of  thefe  forts  human  nature 
had  been  infulted  by  a  Latin  infcription,  "  This  tower 
was  eiedted  by  Louis  XIV.  left  his  faithful  people  of 
Marieilles  fhould  become  in&tuated  with  the  love  of 
liberty." 

•  In  a  fimilar  infiirreftion  at  Valence,  thevifcount  dc 
Vbifin  was  torn  by  the  populace  from  the  hands  of  the 
national  guard,  and  murdered.  In  his  pocket  the  traces 
of  a  treafbnable  correfpondence  were  faid  to  be  found; 
though  fuch  evidence,  we  muft  confeis,  ought  always  to 
be  r^^ided  with  lufpicion,  (ince,  if  there  is  a  defi^n  to 
.  take  away  the  life  or  character  of  any  man^  nothing  is 
more  eafy  than  to  foige  a  letter. 

On  the  other  haiid,  the  enemies  of  the  revolution  * 
were  not  le(s  forward  than  their  adveffaries  in  exciting ' 
diilurbances  and  infurre&ions.  Religion  was  a  pretext 
which  was  eagerly  feized  by  the  di1afie6ted,  and  the 
fanaticiim  of  the  multitude  was  but  too  fuccefsfully 
wrou^t  on.  In  the  metropolis,  the  populace  took:  but 
little  intereft  in  [the  fate  of  the  churchy  and  though  the 
dcigy  had  aflemblcd  in  the  church  of  the  Capuchins, 
St.  Honore,  to  pnotefl  ag^inft  the  fale  of  the  lands^  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  national  aflembly,  their  declara- 
tion, like  all  impotent  menaces,  produced  only  a  fmile  of 
contempt.  In  the  courle  of  this  proceeding,  they 
reproached  tlie  aflembly  for  not  having  formally  declared 
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a  BatiQiial  religbti;  <*  Why/'  faid  Mir^btm^  <^faave* 
they  not  repitwdied  ds  for  negk&ing  to  deckre  that 
the  fun  is  the  ftaf  of  the  natioiii  and  that  no  other 
|))Ouki.  be  acknowle(^ed  or  permitted  to  regukte  tho 
fucccffion  of  day  and  night  ?'* 

In  the  piovinces,  the  .efforts  of  the  lefradory  deigr 
vere  more  fuccefsful.  In  the  (buth  particularly,  which 
had  been  the  theatre  of  religious  war,  and  where  the  two 
parties  of  catholic  and  proteflant  (till  r^;arded  each  other 
vnth  a  due  d^ffct  of  theok)gical  animofity,  the  confequeti* 
ces  were  truly  ferious.  At  Touloufe,  the  pious  (eafen, 
when  they  celebrsUed  the  maflacre  of  the  Alt^n^ 
was  [cboten  for  the  circulation  of  m  inflatiunatofy 
ackinprs.  On  the  19th  of  April  a  laige  aflemUkr  6t 
fenatics  was  colleded  in  the  hall  of  the  Great  Auguftinsi 
hence  they  adjourned  ur^d^r  the  conxmand  (^  a  M.  du 
Barry  to  the  Senefchaflee,  where  the  apoftk  of  tbis^ 
crufi^)e,  as  a  mafter-piece  of  policy,  contrived  fonvwhere 
tp  conOeal  the  buft  of  the  king.  Some  youn^  men  dk 
the  national  guard,  however,  happening  to  diicofcr  k» 
fortw^ately  contrived  to  turn  the  plot  a^nft  its  author  2 
fqr  itnmediatcty  on  difcovering  tlie  bufl,  thev  drew  their 
&bxies,  and  (houting  Vive  It  roi !  they  forced  dieir 
officeiB,  and  many  others  who  were  fufpeded  of  e^ 
defigns,  to  take  the  civk:  oath.  The  municipality  foon 
after  appeared;  and  havine  Quelled  the  tumult,  thqr 
fbidly  foibad  the  renewal  ot  thefe  tieafonable  affim^ 
blies. 

What  was  only  a  feeble  and  abortive  attempt  at 
Touloufe,  was  at  Montaubon  a  mod  alanniog  com* 
motion.  The  protelbuits  of  that  place  amou^ed  to 
about  onc-fixth  of  the  pofndation.  They  lived  in  perfibft 
harmony  with  the  catholics,  and  compoied  in  comaiic- 
tion  with  them  the  national  guard,  a  body  of  men 
devoted  to  the  new  conftitution  and  to  the  ietvtoe  of 
their  country.     As  jt  was  found  imprafticable  to-difie- 
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miittte  l!be  phndples  of  Aftruft  or  cfikmion  thtou^  ihb 
body,  a  plan  was  concerted  by  the  ariftooatic  party  to 
mifeup  another  military  force  in  oppofition  to  it,  and  a 
corps  of  Yohinteeis  was  instituted*  In  eftablifliing  ther 
municipdlky  alfo,  the  &im  party  had  taken  cast  to  fill 
the  vacant  offices  with  their  creatu]:e$ ;  and  one  of  the 
iirft  ads  of  thefe  m^ftmtes  was  to  demand  irom  the 
commander  of  the  national  guard  the  keys  of  the  arienal' 
where  the  ai^  were:  depdfited.  The  lequifition  wasr 
peac^Iy  complied  with,  and  it  proved  the  fkft  eiie6t  o? 
a  fatal  confpinKy.  After  iome  other  proceedings  wkidi^ 
indicated  a  fettl^  fyftem  c£  hoftility,  about  the  begin* 
ning  of  April  meetings  whefe  held  in  the  churches,  for 
the  avowed  porpofe  of  petitioning  the  aflembfy  to  pieferve 
t|]e  e^ifcopal  chair  ot'  Montauban,  and  the  f^gioas 
houfes:  whik  no  mtans  were  omitt^  in  thefe  meetings 
at  the  &me  time  to  indame  the  popukce  a«ii^  the 
national  guard,  as  a  body  chiefly  composed  of  infidels  Md 
heittics.  In  oppofition  to  thefe  hoftile  fteps,  the  patriotic 
icUia!^  adopted  in  thek  own  defence  only  the  peeceabfe 
meafiire  of  tranfivutting  to  the  national  aflonbly  an 
account  of  thefe  proceedings,  and  at  the  feme  time  of 
endeavouring  to  prevent  the  creation  of  new  companies 
of  volunteers,  by  a  declaration  that  they  were  ready  t^ 
emd  in  the  oM  ccxnpanies  every  citizen  who  nuuiifefls  a 
di^poGrion  to  ferve  his  country.  While  a&irs  remained 
10  this  fbte,  the  mvinicipality  appointed  the  K>tli  ot  May 
for  viiiting  the  five  religious  communities,  and  makii^ 
bis  inventory  of  their  cfFefts,  ag:eeably  to  the  decree  of 
of  the  a  6th  of  March.  The  commiflioners  weie  no 
ibooer  named  to  proceed  upon  this  duty,  than  they  found 
tbemfelves  interrupted  by  a  riotous  mob  compoied 
chiefly  of  women  i  (oon  ^ter  a  (imilar  aifemblage  waa 
colleded  oppoCttt  the  houfe  of  the  commandant  general, 
and  another  at  the  Cordeliers,  breathing  indignation 
and  deifav^ion  ag^ft  the  heretics.     The  municipality 
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wais  then  iittlng,  and  the  patriots  earneftly  befooght  dictn 
to  permit  the  national  guard  .to  arm  for  the  relief  of  the 
city.  The  company  of  dragoons,  which  was  chiefly* 
<^ompoied  of  proteilants,  were  particularly  obnoxious  to 
(he  mob,  who  exclaimed  that  it  was  now  time  to  (acrifice 
theie  hq^tics.  Inftead  of  permittii^  them  to  arm  in 
their  own  defence,  the  perfidious  magiftrates  ordered  the 
dragoons  to  retire.  To  retire  was  now  become  impoffible 
without  the  imminent  rifk  of  their.lives.  In  this  defpe* 
ijate  extremity  thi^  took  the  refolution  of  throwing 
themielves  into  the  corps-du  garde,  where  with  a  few  bad 
arms  they  hoped  to  make  fome  (land  againft  the  fury*  of 
the  popidace.  Unfortunately  they  were  without  arnmu* 
nition,.  and  the  mob  direfted  a  defperate  and  continued 
fyc  againft  the  Avindows  of  the  corps-du-^rde.  It  was^ 
i|i  vain  that  the  befieged  hung  out  a  white  handkerdiief 
as  eqtreating  clemency.  In  the  very  a&  of  fubmiffion 
five  of  the  dragoons  were  killed,  and  the  mob  imoicdi* 
ately  began  to  pi^  down  the  walls.  Happily  the 
regiment  of  Languedoc  was  ftationed  not  far  diflant,  and 
ip  this  alarmir^  crjfis  arrived  time  enough  to  favethe. 
lives  of  the  remainit^  dragoons.  The  reginient  was  juft: 
fttx>ng  enough  to  proted  them,  as  they  were  condudted, . 
Govered  with  blood  and  wounds,  from  the  fcene  of  their 
fuffering^  to  the  common  prifbn,  where  the  enraged 
multitude  ftill  continued  ajloq^bled,  moft  brutally  aikihg 
for  their  heads,  and  exdainmig,  '<Down  with  tho. 
nation!"  /        '     .       *  '   ;     ' 

The  news  of  thefe  intolerant  proceedings  no  fboner 
ncached  Bourdeaux,  than  a  patriotic  ^rtny  was  detadied 
for  the  purpofe  of  avengjlt^  the  cruel  outrages  committed 
on  their  fellow-foldiers,  and  refloring  the  tranquillity  of 
Montaubon.  From  I'ouloufe  a  fimilar  expedition  pro^ 
ceeded.  The  regiment  of  Languedoc  refufed  to  a£t 
againft  theie  patriotic,  armies,  though  ui]ged  by  its  com* 
Islanding  9fficer>  whp  was  in  the  ariftocratic  intereft^ 

fortunately 
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f^ortunately  M.  Dumas,  the  commfery  of  the  king,  ar^ 
Vivcd  in  time  to  prevent  a  conteft  which  would  probably 
have  temiinated  in  a  dreadful  carnage.  At  this  inftant 
the  detachment  of  Bourdeaqx  retired  without  entering  the 
city,  and  the  pritoners  were  honourably  rcleafed,  and,  car- 
ped in  triumph  to  Bourdeaux. 

The  fame  indecent  fcenes  which  had  been  rehearfed  at 
Touloule  and  performed  at  Montaubon,  were  repeated 
at  Nimers.  The  ix)pulation  of  that  city  amounted  to 
about  fifty  thoufand  fouls,  the  quarter  pfeirt  of  which  w^rc 
proteftants.  No  religious  diftinftion  was  obferved  in  for  m- 
mg  the  national  guatd,  nor  was  it  till  after  many,  efforts 
that  the  fpirrt  of  tanaticifm  could  be  excited  in  the  inha- 
bitants. When  the  municipality,  however,  came  to  be 
f kfted,  the  priefts  and  monks  were  afliduous  in  engaging 
the  (Citizens  by  oath  not  to  §ive  their  vote  to  any  proteflant. 
By  a  (imilar  courfe  of  intngue  and  fa£tion,  M.  Margue^ 
rites,  one  of  the  noble  and  protefling  members  of  the 
Ikflembly,  was  elefked  mayor ;  and  his  infMation  was  mark* 
td  by  a  proceeding  which  was  a  proper  omen  of  what  wa& 
to  follow.  At  N  imeis  a  number  of  pikes  or  halberds  had 
been  manu&6hiredfor  the  purpofe  of  arming  the  catholic 
porty ;  and  at  the  ceremony  of  his  inflallation,  feveral 
perfons  of  the  militia  2q>peared  armed  with  thefe  weapons^ 
contrary  to  the  exprefs  order  of  the  commandant  of  the 
Bational  guard. 

The  followbg  day  one  of  the  fegeants  who  had  in  thi» 
inanner  tranfgrefled  the  orders  of  his  commanding  officer, 
was  reproached  with  his  difobedience.  He  replied,  that 
he  was  authorifed  by  the  mayor.  A  proteftant  ferjeant 
who  happened  to  be  prefent  obliged  the  other  to  follow 
him  to  that  magifbate,  who  denied  the  faft,  and  ordered 
the  catholic  feijeant  to  be  imprifoned  tor  half  an  hour. 
Such  a  fentence  was  confiderai  rather  as  a  triumph  than 
^s  a  punifhment  5  and  he  was  no  fooner  releafed,  than 
^th  aD  immenfe  troop  of  defperadoes  he  repaired  to  the 
\    '  lioufe 
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houfis  o£  the  [mttftant  kr}eant>  who  wa&fortuittte  cacn^glk 
ta  eicape  by  a  back  way.  Thealarm  (bon  (pvcad  m every 
quarter  ^  the  proteftants  where  every  where  attacked,  and 
ierend  oi  them  grievouQy  wounded 

The  city  continued  in  a  ftateof  fermenf,  owing  to  the 
defoe  of  the  magiitrates  to  difarni  giadu^y  the  national 
guard,  and  innfied  on  their  taking,  beikles  the  i:^ual 
civic  oath,  aparticukir  oath  of  obedience  and  fuhmiflioa 
to  thcihiehres.  On  the  21  ft  o|  April  twenty  cooipanies 
were  afiembled  tor  this  purpofe,  whoi  the  gqieral  cry  was» 
^  Long  live  the  king,  down  with  the  nation,  cut  the  Uiroatj 
tA  the  blacks  V*  lb  they  termed  the  protellants.  In  a 
few  d^  aitervards  an  incendiary  libel  was  di(bributed 
among  the  n^iment  of  Guyenne,  entitled,  <<  Important 
advice  to  the  French  army  ;''  the  anti-patriots  ingeneral^ 
and  rv^  feme  companies  ct  the  military,  put  on  the  white 
cockade,  the  jQgnol  for  lebeUion ;  ieveial  tumults  wem 
excited  by  diffibrent  contefts  between  the  two  parties  ^ 
and  on  the  4th  06  May  the  devaftacion  and  carnage  wodd 
kave  been  universal,  had  not  the  regiment  ol  Guyenno 
infiftedocv  the  mayor  proclaiming  the  martial  law,  which 
Mce  more  reftorcd  tranquiliity  and  order. 

M.  Maigtientes  was  cited  befere  the  national  aiiemblf 
taanfcw  for  theft  dilbrdesss  bqt  bis  defence  wa&  ingenious 
and  the  tendemeft  of  hiscotteagues  for  a  member  of  their 
own  body  prevented  the  inflidion  of  punilhment.  Oa 
tkt  4th  of  June  the  difcontents  and  d^on^  were 
ssnewed  before  the  gate  of  the  palace,  wherethe  elefbonil 
body  were  afiembled.  The  rebellious  companies  who  had 
worn  the  white  cockade  woukt  forcibly  prevent  the  dra* 
goonb  and  the  regiment  of  Guyenne  from  formii^the 
patrols,  and  doing  the  legular  duty  of  the  city.  Thef 
openly  attacked  the  unarmed  dragoons,  fired  on  the  citN 
zens  from  the  windows,  and  entrenched  themfelws  in  a 
tower  ac^acent  to  the  houfe  of  M.  Froment.  After  fonia 
Attempte  at  a  pariey,  which  it  is  f^ud  weie  broken  bf 
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liie  firing  dt  the  ariftocnts,  the  nqg^nt  of  Guyenae 
fofoed  the  lower;  and  on  both  fides  aboot  twenl^«£)ar 
poions  wene  kiHod. 

Innumencbk  jealonfies  took  fkoc  beteen  the  offiosn 
and  fMaas  of  the  different  rcgnicnte ;  andinoneof  thefe 
contefls  the  vifeount  de  Mirabeau  ran  off  with  the  cokxin 
of  bb  regiment,  but  was  purfued,  and  obliged  to  fiirren^ 
dcr  them.  In  the  capital  the  fame  cauies  operatal  to 
{nonote  diibnbn  and  diftnift;  anddiis,  united  to  the 
liatv  impetuous  (pint  of  the  Fjencfa  nation,  was  froiuentlf 
onthe'pDintof  betiayingthem  into  the  moft  ddpoate 
eaccefts.  An  inftance^  this  kind  oocurted  on  the  lotli 
Ck  Majr,  which  is  worthy  dt  htmg  leooixkd.  On  that 
day  an  untoituaate  man  wasdeteSied  in  the  aft  c^fteaUiig 
a  tack  of  oats.  Some  fokliers  of  the  nationalguaid  took 
turn  immediately  under  their  proteftion,  and  wete  con* 
veyia%  himasa  prifonerto  the  Chatelet ;  but  the  popuboe 
who  were  in  the  habit  dt  infliftiiig  fummary  juftice,  toie 
bim  from  the  ibldiers,  and  werein  the  aft  of  beating  him 
to  death  with  their  chibs,  when  the  man^uis  de  k  Fayette 
happened  to  pa&  by  the  honriUe  fcene.  He  phuiged 
krantly  into  the  thickefl  of  the  mob,  and  tn  de^eof 
liKir  outcries  and  menaces  leized  the  perfon  who  had 
begun  the  tumult,  and  conduced  him  with  his  own 
hands  to  the  Chatelet.  He  next  delrreved  the  unfoilKh 
note  criminal  fiom  the  mob ;  ud,  exhorting  them  to 
difperfe,  and  conduct  themfelves  like  orderly  citizenB,  had 
the  h^^inefi  to  fee  the  tumuk  entire^  fuppnefled,  and 
die  peo^  vetom  to  their  houles,  fidl  of  the  praiies  of  the 
nan  who  had  (6  kitrepidly  refoied  them  from  dieir  own 
phitniy,  and  prevented  them  from  contaminating  tfaenn 
Ibh^es  with  human  bkxx). 

An  uneapefted  event,  wfakji  occuned  idxTut  the 
niddfe  of  May,  treated  the  attention  of  die  notiefial 
aftmbly  to  <me  of  the  moft  important  qwftions  that  can 
"^    lapolitioliociety,  Thediiputethataiofebitweett 
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Great  Britain  and  Spain,  concerhii^  Nootka  Sbai]d» 
became  extremely  embarraffing  to  the  politics  of  France. 
The  ftrift  alliance  which  for  aJmoft  a  century  had  fub- 
filled  between  the  nations  of  F:*ance  and  Spcun,  ftrengtb- 
cned  by  the  once  invioljible  bond  of  family  connexion 
between  the  relpedlivc  courts,  rendered  it  probable  that 
a  demand  would  be  made  by  the  latter  f'jr  the  ftipulated 
afliflance:  on  the  other  hand,  a  war  might  be  fatal  to 
the  nafcent  hberties  of  France;  and  the  love  of  freedom 
which  dignifies  the  Britifh  nation  rendered  her  an  objei^ 
of  veneration  with  the  French  patriots.  On  the  14th  of 
May,  M.  de  Montmorin  communicated  to  the  national 
aflembly  the  prepararions  for  war  in  which  the  nei^bour* 
ing  powers  were  ei^aged,  and  the  precaurions  which  the 
Ling  had  thought  neceiTary  to  adopt  for  the  preiervation 
of  his  dominions.  The  difcuflions  into  which  this  commu* 
nication  led  were  as  various  as  the  alarms  which  it  excited : 
the  lefler  objects  were,  however,  all  at  length  abibrbed  by 
one  important  queftion — **  To  whofe  hands  ought  the 
nation  to  delegate  the  right  of  making  war  and  peace  ?'* 

Two  oppofite  opinions  for  a  confiderable  period  divided 
theaffcmbly.  The  count  Clermont  Toijpenre,  Meflh. 
•de  Serent,  Virieu,  Dupont  and  others,  defended  warmly 
the  conceflion  of  this  prerogative,  to  the  king — ^Thqr 
ftated,  that  the  conflitution  originally  eftabliSied  two 
diftinft  powers,  the  le^flat'nre  and  the  executive.  The 
one  was  intended  folely  to  expreis  the  public  will ;  the 
other  to  execute  it — ^That  under  the  latter  of  thefe  pre- 
dicaments  fell  the  right  of  diredting  the  public  force,  for 
the  defence  or  for  the  advantege  of  the  nation — That 
general  principles  and  general  laws  are  the  objefts  6t 
kgiflation;  but  that  the  detail  of  polirical  adion  feU 
entirely  within  the  province  of  executive  government. — 
The  pnxreedings  of  popular  allemblies,  they  added,  ait 
neceflarily  too  flow  and  too  public  in  a  bufineis  whecp 
lecrecy  and  difpatdi  ore  commonly  required.    Minifiers 
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too  are  re^nCble  to  the  nation  for  their  conduct ;  but 
to  the  members  of  the  national  allembly  no  refponfibiiity 
whatever  b  attached  Tan^d  if  minifters  are  found  to  be 
not  ftee  firom  corruption,  experience  equally  evinces  that 
the  members  of  legiiktive  bodies  are  not  le&  expoied  to 
temptation;  England,  ioreiparkable  for  its  jealoufy  with 
refpeft  to  its  liberties,  has  delegated  to  its  monarchs  this 
formidable  prerogative,  and  has  only  thouglit  it  neceflkry 
to  guard  againft  abufes  by  the'authority  which  the  Iqgii^ 
lature  retains  over  the  treafures  of  the  nation.  If,  in  fine, 
(aid  thefe  advocates  of  regal  power,  we  have  reaibn  to 
dread  the  folly  or  the  depravity  of  the  monarch,  is  there 
no  reafon  to  apprehend  thofe  rapid  movements  of  popular 
enthuilafm,  that  falfe  and  national  pride,  that  unfounded 
and  haily  refentment,  which  fo  frequently  agitate  muccd 
and  numerous  aflemblies  ? 

Among  the  orators  who  appeared  on  the  contrary  fidp 
of  the  queftion,  were  Meilrs.  d'Aiguillon,  Garat,  junr. 
Freteau,  Jdlet,  Charles  Lameth,  SiUery,  Petion,  Robef- 
piene,  &c. — In  wifhing  to  confine  to  the  legiflative  body 
the  right  of  making  peace  or  war,  they  urged,  that  the 
only  proper  judges  of  the  expediency  c^  war  were  thofe 
who  weie  to  feel  its  inconveniences;  and  that  thofe  who 
were  far  removed  from  all  experience  of  its  evils — That 
the  entering  into  a  war  could  not  be  coniidered  a$  a  mere 
lunftion  of  executive  government,  which  confifb  only  in 
putting  the  exifling  laws  in  execution— and  that  the 
isarecy  and  diibatch  (or  which  the  partiians  of  the  rc^l 
prerogative  fo  ftrpngly  pleaded,  were  indeed  eflential  ta 
the  conduA  of  military  q)eratipns,  but  could  fcaicelv  be 
neccflary  to  the  aft  of  declaring  war.  Tfecy  proved  n:om 
hiftoiy,  that  tlie  ruin  of  mod  nations  baa  been  effeded 
by.  the  ^e  gbry  of  their  rulOT.  They  ridiculed  th^ 
itn^inary  control  thfit  a  legiflature  might  be  thoight  to 
po£kfs»  after  the  commencement  of  hqftiHties,  by  with^ 
fadding  fupplies;  fince  the  fafety,  the  exiAience  Qf  a,.fiatc 
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vras  commi^cx]  by  the  declaration  of  war*-aiid  to  fitf  we 
will  witlibold  Applies,  is  to  ^w  mil  not  defend  our^ 
^/w5.— They  doubted  the  emckncy  ©t  that  refponiibility 
which  was  attributed  to  mintfters ;  and  demonftrated  th^ 
there  wus  no  rdponfibility  for  incap^ity,  for  miftaken 
€piinons>  for  erroneous  fpeculations ';  aod  that  even  cor- 
fuption  and  intrigue  might  not  ft^equeilrtly  flidter  theni* 
irives  under  feme  of  thefe  pretences.— Thefc  ai^guments 
woe  enforped  by  a  refolution,  propoied  by  M.  Petion — 
*<that  the  Frehch  nation  r^MHinced  for  ever  all  idea  ol 
oonqueft,  and  confined  kltUt  entirely  to  defenfive  war  i' 
which  was  pafledwith  univtrfal  acclamations. 

'  Froni  this  coUifion  ct  (entintent  a  third  ofMnion  aiofe, 
whichy  while  it  <contiadiAed  in,  fome  meaCure,  ierved  at 
the  (ame  time  to  concfliate  the  others;  and  this  was»  that' 
to  the  king  (hould  be  confined  the  pi^rogative  of  announ-* 
cing  |o  the  fl^mbly  the  neceffity  of  war  or  peace,  and 
after  a  (olemn  ddiberation,  it  (Would  be  deelaied  ^  on  the 
part  of  the  king  of  t^  Frendi  in  the  name  of  the  nation/' 
This  was  nedirly  ike  opinion  which  was  fupported  by  the 
cxnint  de  Mirabeau;  and  though  much  obkx]w  was 
tfiffowni^n  him  while  the  affair  continued  under  deltbe' 
lation,  which  was  to  the  sad  of  May,  it  was  at  length 
tiiderious. 

On  tile  i  ith  of  June  the  aiflenA^ly  went  into  mour^ 
inng  for  three  days  on  account  of  the  death  ot  Dr.  Fruik- 
in ;  and  nearly  about  the  (ame  ^riod  ^  expencxsiX 
the  civil  liib' were  f^ttfed  at  twanty<^ve  iniffions  per 
innuRi,  or  about  i,«50,oool.  Aerlinga  and  tiie  dowiy 
ofi  the  queen  at  four  milUons,  or  TOO,oo#h  eer  annum 
fterkng.  The  civil  lifl:  of  France  indudea — iR,  the 
Mng^s  pitvfenal  txpences^  an^  thofe  of  ^e  queen ;  the 
education  of  the  royal  cMdren,  and  a  pfdvifion  for  the 
Other  toniches  of  the  royal  femily :  ad^'  the  buildii^  i 
the  ga¥de  meuile^  &c.  of  the  erawn  :  3d)  tlie  royal  mdi* 
«aiyitfbbliABient,vi£.ithebodyguafd$»<cc»    Howemr 
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liberal  this  allowance  at  firft  fight  may  appear,  if  we  recoU 
left  the  immenfe  domains  which  the  reigning  family 
brought  to  the  nation,  it  will  perhaps  not  appeal'  enor* 
mous;  befide  that,  whatever  the  parfimonious  fpirit  of 
^republicanifmmay  alledge,  it  is  always  found  policy  to 
attach  by  the  ftrongeft  interefts  the  head  of  theflate  to 
the  fupport  of  the  conftitution.  A  million  a  year  is"  too 
little  to  bribe  fo  numerous  a  reprefentation,  biennially^ 
deded,  as  that  of  France;  and  yet  it  is  fuch-as  would 
enable  the  monarch  to  live  in  a  ft  ate  becoming  the  chief 
magifhrate  of  a  great  nation. 

Thcfe  meafures  were  followed  on  the  14th  and  the  fuc- 
ceeding  days  by  a  feries  of  deaecs  relative  to  the  civil 
conftitution  ot  the  clergy.  In  thefe  the  injuftice  which 
we  muft  confefe  had  been  done  to  that  body  of  men  wa$ 
in  (bme  d^ree  compehlated,  by  the  wile  regulations 
which  prevented  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  inferior  orders, 
andwliich  reilrained  within  moderate  bounds  the  income 
of  the  higher  cle^.  But  whether  they  afted  wifely  in 
cflablifhing  an  eleftive  priefthood,  or  whether  the  impro- 
ved mode  of  eleftion  which  was  adopted  in  France  would 
have  been  a  preventive  of  thofe  evils  to  which  fuch  an  infti* 
tution  is  liable,  where  the  old  forms  of  dedtion  are  prefer- 
vcd,  are  experiments  which  are  yet  to  be  tried. 

The  ailembly  had  fcarcdy  completed  this  arduous  talk, 
befcwe  it  ventured  upon  a  mcalure  which  drew  immedi- 
ately upon  them  the  cenfure  and  indignation  of  all 
Europe*— a  meafure,  which  was  the  firft  to  awake  that 
maligpant  jealou(y  with  which  the  privileged  orders  and 
their  dependents  in  every  civilized  country  have  fince  con- 
tinued to  view  the  French  revolution.  Early  in  the  month 
of  June,  the  mayor  of  Paris  had  communicated  to  the- 
aflembly  a  plan  for  the  cdebration  of  a  grand  confedera- 
tion, in  which  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  the  king, . 
the  foldiery,  and  all  who  were  in  oftenfible  fituations, 
fhoukl  folemnly  and  in  the  &ce  of  tlie  whole  nation  renew, 
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their  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  new  conftitution ;  and  this 
confederation  was  decreed  to  take  place  on  the  i4tb  oi 
July,  in  honour  of  the  taking  of  the  Baftille,  and  of  tlie 
firft  eftablifhment  of  Gallic  lil^rty.  On  the  i  gth  of  June, 
therefore,  afta:  deaceing  civic  honours  to  the  conquerors 
of  the  BaftiDe,  the  patriotic  feelings  of  the  aflembly  were 
rufed  to  a  high  pitch  of  enthufiaim,  by  a  deputation  of 
tor^ners  from  every  nation,,  who  canie  to  teflify  their 
refpedtfor  the  new  conftitution  in  a  warm  paiiegyric,  and 
to  requefl  a  feat  at  the  enfuing  folcmnity.  I'hey  were 
anfwered  by  the  prefident  with  dignity,  and  difmlfled 
with  refpeft  i  and  they  had  no  fooner  retired,  than  M. 
Akxanc&e  Lameth  moved  that  the  foreigners,  and  parti- 
cularly the  Germans^  who  might  refort  to  Pahs  to  be 
Ipeftators  of  the  approaching  ceremony,  might  not  be 
inlulted  by  the  reprcfentation  of  their  anccftors,  whom 
the  vanity  of  Louis  XIV.  had  caufed  to  be  exhibited  in 
chains  at  the  feet  of  his  flatute.  The  deputies  of  fome 
of  the  provinces,  which  were  reprefentcd  in  this  ignomi* 
nious  fituation,'  'rofe  with  indignation  to  demand  that 
thefe  monuments  of  regal  infblence  (bould  be  ei&ced; 
and  anothermember  propoled^  that  all  the  &Ue  and  pane- 
gyrical emUems  which  decorated  the  flutes  of  the  kii^ 
mould  be  removed,  and  repkced  by  a  repreientation  of 
the  hefi  aftion  of  each  of  the  monarchs. 

At  thisaxxnent  M.  Lombel,  a  diftinguiftied  advocate 
and  deputy  for  Villefranche,  taking-  advantage  of  the 
general  enthuliafm,  exclaimed,  that  «  he  trufted  he  now 
uw  the  laft  moment  of  expiring  vanity,''  and  propofed 
the  abcJition  of  titles.  Mcflrs.  Pretelne  and  la  Fayette 
mounted  the  tribune  at  the  fame  inttant ;  and  the  former 
read  tlie  outlines  of  a  decree  to  that  efleft,  whicli  he  (iaid 
he  had  prepared  two  months  before.  M.-  Foucault 
oppofed  the  motion — ^^*  What,  "  faid  he,  "  would  you 
deprive  man  of  the  moft  powerful  and  the  moil  noble 
itootive  of  emulatkm  ? — What  would  you  do^  for  in(lanoe 
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wth  the  man  whom  Henry  II.  honoured  wifh  a  brevet^ 
which  recited,  "  that  he  was  created  a  count  for  having 
laved  the  ftate  ?*'--"  I  would  omit/'  faid  M.  k  Fayette, 
"the  words  created  a  count,  and  infert  only  "that  he 
had  faved  the  ftate."  M.  de  St.  Fergau  bbferveB,  that 
the  decrees  in  queftion  would  not  impofe  any  hardfhip 
upon  him,  fince  he  was  pofleffed  of  fcveral  c(mn^*>5  and 
marquifates,  the  titles  of  which  he  had  never  employed. 
Many  other  members  diflinguifhed  themfelves  in  this 
debate,  but  none  more  than  the  vifcount  de  Noailfes. — 
"Titles,"  faid  this  nobleman,  " in  this  enli^tencd  age, 
can  only  confer  honour  where  there  is  nothing  internally, 
to  refpcd.  We  do  not  ipeak  of  duke  Fo^,  d3unt 
Wafhington,  the  marquis  Franklin,  but  oi  Charles  Fox, 
Geoige  Wafhington,  Benjamin  FranfcHn.  Permit  mi 
to  aM,"  fiud  he,  "  to  fo  many  excellent  motions,  one, 
the  objeft  of  which  is  to  refcue  from  di%race  a  part  of 
our  feUow-citizens.  Liveiies,  as  a  portion  01  the  feudal 
fyftem,  ought  to  be  abplifhed."  To  thefe  motions  was 
added  another  from  M.  de  Montmorency,  for  the 
fbt^>refiionof  armorial  bearing^;  and  the  whole  oi  them 
was  moulded  into  a  decree  by  M.  Chapdier,  and  paiied. 
Thele  decrees  which  have  been  fo  much  extolled  by 
onfe  party,  and  fo  much  derided  by  the  other,  were  in* 
themfelves  really  deferring  neither  of  much  cenfuifc  nof 
(£  miudi  praife ;  they  were  neither  a  fubjeft  of  exultatbh 
for  France,  nor  of  iniitatidn  of  other  countries  differehtly 
fituated.  The  inconfiflency  of  mankind  is  never  fo 
dedfively  evinced  as  when  vanity  is  the  ruling  pafiion* 
The  princes  and  the  nobility  of  Euro^  had  beheld, 
with  indiffefencfe,  the  plunder  of  the  GaUican  church  t 
they  liad  feen,  without  alarm,  the  virtual  annihilation  of 
nobility  by  the  union  of  the  three  efkte^  in  one  houfe, 
and  by  the  fuppreffion  of  the  feudal  privileges : — ^but 
when  tlie  unmeaning  titles,  titles  without  fiinftion, 
titles  widaout  privilege,^  titles  often  without  property^ 
O  2  mofllv 
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npftly  without  legal  cl^m,  and  frequently  debafed  and 
d^raded,  came  to  be  fuppreffed,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  the  ftorm  of  noble  and  of  regal  indignation  was 
at  once  excited,  and  the  alarm-bell  was  (bunded  againft 
the  evils  of  French  innovation.  In  this  country  in 
particular,  no  comparifon  can  be  inftituted  but  with  an 
invidious  defign  between  the  Britifh  houfe  of  peers  and 
the  noblefle  of  Fraiice.  No  refemblance  exifts  between 
them,  nor  is  there  either  any  thing  to  be  feared  or  to  be 
defired  from  the  example.  la  France  the  nobleffe 
>amounted  to  upwards  of  200,000  perions ;-  in  England 
to  no  more  than  300.  In  France  the  whole  race  was 
ennobled ;  in  England  only  the  cldeft  fon,  and  the  reft 
of  the  family  is  returned  to  the  mafs  of  private  citizens. 
In  En^and  nobility  is  rather  title  attached  to  a  certain 
fundtion;  in  France,  it  was  privilege  attached  to  a  title. 
The  houfe  of  peers  of  Great  Britain  is  a  member  of  the 
ftate,  a  le^flature  and  a  fupreme  court  of  juflice;  in 
France  nobility  was  fomething  without  defignaHon, 
without  funftion,  without  refpeftability.  There  the 
nobility  formed  a  peculiar  caft  or  tribe  which  difdainedlo 
mix  with  the  refl  of  the  nation ;  iti  England  there  is 
fcarcely  a  family  which  is  not,  or  has jiot  been,  in  fbme 
manner  allied  to  the  nobility,  and  all  are  equal  except  the 
a£lual  reprefentatives  of  noble  families.  In  France  the 
offices  and  emoluments  of  the  ilate  were  monopolized 
by  the  noblefle ;  in  England  thej^  are  equally  open  to 
every  commoner.  In  reality  no  titles  were  l^al  in 
France,  but  thofe  of  the  few  who  were  termed  peeis  of 
France :  the  reft  were  aflumed  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
perfon ;  and  it  was  only  neceflary  to  be  of  a  noble  family^ 
in  order  to  decorate  themfelves  with  whatever  title  (bunded 
moft  agreeably  to  the  ear  of  the  individual.  When  the 
nobleflfe  were  difrobcd  of  the  feudal  pri^leges,  then  in 
reality  they  were  abolifhed.  When  thty  ceafed  to  repre- 
ient  their  own  body,  when  the  power  of  the  nation  was 

vefted 
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veiled  in  an  ailembly  choien  by  the  people,  then  ranks 
were  in  reality  levelled ;  for  rank  without  power  will  loon 
ceafe  to  be  fuch,  and  no  longer  deferves  the  name.  As 
to  liveries  and  armorial  bearings,  they  are  trifles,  which 
were  on  the  dne  hand,  beneath  the  notice  of  the  national 
aflembly,  and  on  the  other,  their  abolition  can  never  be 
a  matter  of  ferious  difapprobation  with  men  of  fenfe.  The  • 
principal  motive  for  paffing  thefe  decrees  was,  doubtlels, 
that  no  badge  of  fepaiation  might  remain  to  diftinguifh 
the  privileged  cafl  from  the  reft  of  the  nation,  and  that 
no  regular  order  (hould  (iibfift,  thus  diftiriguiflied,  inimical 
to  the  new  conftitution^  But  could  the  aflembly  have 
foreieen  what  a  degree  of  odium  this  tranfadion  was  to 
bring  upon  their  proceedings,  they  would  have  been  greatly 
wanting  in  prudence  not  to  have  declined  the  mcSfure  ; 
but  the  more  reafonable  conjefture  is,  that  they  did  not 
forefee  it.  They  coufidered  it  as  an  aft  much  more  indif- 
ferent and  lels  invidious  than  many  which  they  had  pafled, 
and  conceived  that,  where  no  perfon  was  deprived  of  any 
thii^  fubftantial,  no  perfon  would  conceive  himfelf  fub- 
fiantially  injured. 

In  the  mean  time  the  preparations  for  the  general 
confederation  proceeded  with  confiderable  rapidity. 
The  Champ  oe  Mars,  fb  famous  for  having  been 
the  rendezvous  of  .the^troops  which  in  the  preceding 
year  intended  to  overawe  the  capital,  was  chofen  for  this 
lolemnity.  This  piece  of  ground,  which  is  about  400 
toifes,or  8cX5  yards  in  diameter,  is  bounded  on  the  right  * 
and  left  by  lofty  trees,  and  commands  at  the  further 
extremity  a  view  of  the  military  academy.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  this  vaft  plain  an  altar  was  erefted  for  the  purpofe 
of  adminiftering  the  civic  oath;  and  round  it  an 
immenfe  amphitheatre  was  thrown  up,  of  a  league  in 
circumference,  and  capable  of  containing  four  hundred 
thoufand  fpeftato(s.  The  entrance  into  the  Champ  de 
Confedederation  (as  it  was  now  called)  was  through 
O  3  triumphal 
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triumphal  arches.-  The  king's  throne  was  placed  under 
an  et^ant  pavillion  in  the  middle,  and  on  each  fide  of  it 
were  feats  for  the  members  of  the  national  aflembly. 

Two  thouland  workmen  were  employed  upon  this 
immenfe  labour ;  but  the  citi^ns  of  Paris,  fearii^  left 
the  prq)arations  (hould  not  be  completed  at  the 
appointed  period,  flocked  from  every  quarter  to  affift  in 
the  undeitakir^.  Not  only  the  military,  but  the  clergy, 
and  even  the  ladies,  lent  their  cheerful  afliftance.  With 
aftoniftiment  ftrangers  beheld  the  moft  delicate  and 
elegant  of  the  female  fcx  dragging  the  wheel-barrow,  or 
handling  with  willing,  but  fometimes  inefFeftive  endea- 
vours, the  weighty  mallet  or  the  fpade.  The  provincials, 
who  came  from  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  kii^om  to 
join  in  the  confederation,  emulated  the  citizens  in  their 
ardour  and  enthufiafm ;  and  the  work  was  completed, 
io  as  both  with  refped:  to  time  and  manner  to  furprife 
every  fpeAator. 

The  important  14th  of  July  at  length  arrived.  The 
national  guards  of  tke  departments,  diilbguiQied  by  their 
refpeftive  ftandards,  the  battalions  of  infantry,  the 
marine  of  France,  and  the  foreigners  who  ferved  under  its 
bannei?,  beipg  all  arranged  in  military  order^  the  king 
and  the  national  aflembly  took  a  (olemn  oath  to  main- 
tain the  conflitution;  the  armed  citizens  repeated  it 
amo^^  the  applaufes  of  innumerable  fpedators.  Th^ 
fwore  to  live  free  or  die ;  and  this  oath  was  taken  on  the 
fame  day  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  kingdom. 

Previous  to  the  confederation,  the  duke  d*Orleans 
defired  leave  to  return  and  affifl  at  this  augufl  ceremony. 
On  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  M.  de  la  Fayette  afcended 
the  tribune,  and  explained  liis  motives  for  having  advited 
the  departure  of  the  duke ;  which  were  in  brief,  **  that 
he  apprehended  an  iU  ufe  might  be  made  of  his  name, 
while  prefent,  in  order  to  diffurb  the  public  tranquillity. 
Thcffc  rcafons,  M.  de  la  Fayette  added,  did  he  believe 
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ilill  fubfift^  though  he  iaw  nothing  to  make  him  appre- 
haifive  at  prelent  for  the  publ^  fatety/'  The  duke 
arrived  on  the  1  ith  of  July,  and»  after  firft  renewing  his 
civic  oath  in  the  national  aiSieinbly,  affifled  perionaliy  at 
the  confederatbn. 


CHAP.    V. 

Courts  of  juflice-^New  taxes — ^Droitd'Aubabe,  &c.  abolilhed*^ 
Accu/atk>i]  of  the  Chattelet  againil  M.  M.  d'Orleans  and 
Mirabeau — Provincial  diftiirbances — Affair  of  Nancy— Rclig- 
'  nation  of  M.  Neckar-^Mutioy  at  6reft-**Riot  sit  Paris— Afiairs 
at  Avignon— -Ejedhnent  of  the  non-juring  clergy. from  their 
benefices — League  formed  by  foreign  powers  againA  France- 
Troubles  at  Aix,  Lyons,  and  Britany— Emigration  of  the  king's 
aunts — Armed  men  found  in  the  palace**^}ecrees  relative  to 
the  anry,  the  regency,  &c.*-Difcuffion  of  the  law  of  inberi* 
tanqes — Death  and  character  of  M.  de  Mirabeau — Orginaza- 
tion  of  the  miniftry-^The  king  flopped  as  he  was  going  to  St. 
Cloud — Infurre^ioos  in  the  French  colonies — Flight  of  the 
king — His  retum-^Hoflile  preparations  on  the  frontiers^— 
Martial  Jaw  proclaimed  at  Paiis-*The  new  conilitution  prefen* 
ted|  and  accepted  by  the  king. 


Co, 


>NTRARY  to  general  expedbtion,  the  grand 
coniederaiion  was  peiformed  without  tumult  or  confu-» 
(ion,  and  nothing  but  the  weather)  which  was  damp  and 
un&vourable,  occurred  to  cloud  or  to  difturb  the  magm- 
ficent  foene.  Though  to  the  eye  of  a  philofopher  thefe  ' 
ceremonies  convey  little  more  than  the  idea  of  a  great 
natk>nal  pantomime,  yet  in  tlie  minds  of  the  populace 
thisfoknuiity  ftamped  an  additional  lerality  on  the  pro^ 
ceedings  of  the  national  affembly,  and  ftrcngthcned  their 
hands. 

The  legiflature  made  an  advantageous  ufe  of  the  calm 
which  fiioceeded  the  confederation,  in  completing  the 
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organization  of  the  judicial  deportment.      Judges  or 
juftices  of  the  peace  were  to  be  elefted  in  each  canton, 
for  the  deteimination  of  petty  differences ;  tribunals  for 
the  adjudication  of  more  important  caufes  were  eftablifticd 
in  diftnfts;  and  a  tribunal  of  caffatiouy  or  court  of 
appeal,    was  appointed  for  the  whole  kingdom,  where, 
under  certain  rettri(^ions,  the  proceedings  of  the  inferior 
courts  might  be  reviled.     Courts  of  criminal  juflice  were 
eftablifticd  in  each  of  the  departments ;   and  a  high 
national  court,  for  the  trial  of  crimes  againft  the  ftate, 
completed  the  edifice.  One  inftitution,  however,  demands 
our  attention,  and  we  believe  it  was  peculiar  to  the  new 
jurifprudence  of  France.      Boards  of  conciliation  were 
appointed  in  every  diflrift,  where  the  parties  in  a  fuit 
were  to  be  cited  perfonally,  and  where  every  means  were 
to  be  employed  to  effeft  an  amicable  termination,  before 
the  caufe  could  be  brought  to  a  hearing  before  the  ordi- 
nary courts  of  juftice.      Family  arbitrators  were  alio 
authorized  to  terminate  petty  dilputes  between   near 
relations,  and  the*  forms  prefcribed  in  all  thefe  cafes  were 
the  fimpleft  that  could  be  invented.     We  have  akeady 
remarked  that  the  trial  by  jury  was  only  adopted  in  cri- 
minal cafes ;  an  ariftocratic  writer  obferves  on  thb  fubjed, 
with  fome  archnefs,  that  **  the  trial  by  jury  would  alfo 
have  been  eftabliftied  in  civil  caufes,  if  there  had  not 
been  too  many  lawyers  in  the  conftituting  affembly/* 
This  is  indeed  not  the  only  objedlion  to  the  new  jurifpru- 
dence of  Frances,  fince  there  is  much  room  to  doubt 
whether  temporary  and  eledlive  judges  can  ever  be  ade- 
quate to  the  puipofes  of  fubftantjal  juftice.     Notwith- 
flanding  thefe  defefts,  however,  the  code  was  deferving 
of  fome  admiration  for  its  fimplicity,  its  confiftency ;  for 
the  gratuitous  adminifiration  of  juftice ;    for  the  eaty 
accefs  which  the  poorefl  fubjtdr,   when  injured,  might 
have  to  the  means  of  redreis;   for  the  difcouragemcnt 
which  it  held  forth  to  litigious  and  ve:^atious  contefh  : 

and 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.        ;    :aot 

and  however  the  Fifench  revoliition  may  be  cenfurcd,  in 
this  part  of  the  conftitution  other  nations.may  find  much 
worthy  of  imitation,  and  many  in^tutions  for  the  obvi- 
ous eafe  and  advantage  of  the  people. 

With  re(pefts  to  the  pecuniary  inrerefts  of  (he  republic, 
it  was  alfo  decreed  that  the  legillative  body  (hoxild  annu- 
ally determine  the  fum  total  of  the  public  expences  and 
contributions ;  and  that,  under  the  direction  of  the  king, 
an  adminiftration  Ihould  be  eflabliflied  in  each  depart- 
ment, with  an  inferior  or  fubordinate  one  in  each  diflrift, 
tor  the  regulation  and  coUeftion  of  the  revenue.  The 
police  ot  each  city  or  community  was  committed  to 
magiflmtes  choien  by  the  citizens. 

To  replace  the  fait  tax,  and  the  other  odious  and 
opprefBve  impofts,  which  had  been  abolifhed,  the  affem- 
Wy  imppfed  an  eafy  land-tax  upon  immoveable  property, 
and  a  poundage  upon  perional property  and  annuities;  a 
tax  upon  patents,  md  a  ftamp  tax  upon  contrafts  and 
other  writings.  Thcfe  taxes  were  however  Kut  ill  pjud ; 
and  to  remedy  the  deficiences  of  the  revenue,  continual 
emiffions  of  affignats  became  neceflary ;  and  even  to  flip- 
fdy  the  want  of  current  coin,  which  had  been  greatly 
leflened  by  the  continual  tmi^^tions,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  ifliie  aflSgnats  for  the  Imalleft  fums.  But  paper 
credit,  however  re^nfible  the  bank  on  which  it  is  depen- 
dent, is  always  attended  with  a  temporary  inconvenience. 
It  circulates  with  lefs  facility  than  fpecie,^and  commonly 
increaies  the  balance  of  exchange  in  favour  of  foreign 
nations/ 

Several  decrees  of  leflcr  moment,  but  which  refleft 
credit  on  the  liberality  and  wifdom  of  the  aflembly,  were 
paffed  about  this  period.  That  in  particular  which  reftored 
to  the  proteftants  thoie  poiTeffions  of  which  their  anceftors 
had  been  deprived  by  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of 
Nantes,  is  ddcrving  of  the  higheft  encomitims ;  and  that 
which  abglifhed  for  ever  all  extraordinary  taxes  levied 

uppn 
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.upon  the  Jews,  was  at  once  politic  and  jaft.  f^hek  were 
fi^kntred  by  the  abolition  of  the  execrable  droit  d -aidiatQe, 
which  affigned  to  the  king  the  property  of  all  aliens  not 
naturalized,  who  died  in  France. 

In  the  fkte  of  the  unfortunate  Favras»  the  tribunad  ot 
the  Chatelet  had  evinced  themielves  not  the  moft  unex- 
ceptionable judges  of  the  competency  of  evidence.  A 
fbll  more.embarrailed  and  dubbus  afilur  involved  them 
infome'difgraGe  (oon  after  the  confederation.  That  tnbu- 
nal  was  cluii^  by  the  a&mbly  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  traniadions  of  the  5th  and  ^th  €f  Odober.  On  the 
7th  'of  Augufl  thqr  brought  their  report  fealed  to  the  bar 
of  the  aflembly,  and  in  a  pompous  addrefe  lamented  the 
fevere  talk  whicibtheir  duty  to  their  country  had  impofed 
vponthein;  and  concluded  with  informing  the  affisnt^ 
that  two  of  their  own  body  were  among  the  j^incipal 
crinnnals.  The  ssSkmbly  beard  this  denunciation  with 
borror  and  confieroatbn ;  the  report  of  the  Chatelet  was 
referred  to  acornvrnttee;  and  the  members  agdinft  whom 
k  was  appointed  appealed  to  be  M.  d'Orieans^  and 
H.  Mitabeau  the  cjider,  whom  they  accu&dt)f  acon^* 
facy  to  murder  the  queen,  and  to  place  NL  d'Orleans 
upon  the  throne.  The  psocedure  of  the  Chatelet  was 
printed ;  and  before  the  committee  had  time  to  make 
their  report,  fo  incompetent  was  the  evidence  aixl  foincon- 
dufive  the  realonii^  that  thou^  neither  M.  d'Orieans 
nor  M.  Minibeau  were  at  tl^at  time  great  favourites  with 
the  populace,  the  public  voice  had  ah^y  qintted  them* : 

*  It  is  by  no  means  certain,  however,  that  they  were  gotltkis 
of  die  charge ;  but  the  error  of  the  Chatelet  was  in  not  fuSciently 
inv«ftigat«Dg-die  evidence :  and  this  is  one  among  the  many  prooo 
that  the  French  (and  even  thofe  among  them  who  are  moft  prac- 
tifed  in  forenfic  proceedings)  have  no  correA  notions  as  yet  of  the 
adminiflratkm  of  jnftioe.  In  all  thetf  judicial  proceedings  a  charee 
U  dreiGsd  up  in  a  ftyle  of  dechtmation,  and  thefinfts  if  plauiibie 
are  generally  taken  for  granted;  this  was  flagrantly  the  cafe  in 
Ihole  two  moft  horrid  and  atrocious  tranfadions,  tlie  trial  of  the 
king,  and  of  the  unfortunate  and  ill-treated  Cuftine* 

on 
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on  the  2)1  <^Odober  therefore  the  affenibly  decreed,  that 
on  a  hill  examination  there  was  ik>  caufe  of  accuiation 
againft  them.  Others  were  al(o  invdved  in  the  procefs ; 
but  this  unpHTopitious  commencement  lb  totally  annihilar 
ted  all  confidence  in  the  tribunal  td  which  the  proiecution 
was  referred,  that  the  affair  was  dropped,  and  probably 
the  guilty  were  permitted  to  efcape. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  motives  of  the  Chatelet 
on  this  occaiion,  it  is  certain  that  the  Ipirit  of  party  never 
was  more  violent  in  France  than  about  the  period  of 
which  we  are  now  treating.  The  ariftocratic  body,  who 
had  prcvioufly  afted  chiefly  on  the  defenfive,  were  now 
become  the  aflailants^  and  no  means  were  left  untried  to 
plunge  the  nation  into  a  ftate  of  confufion.  It  mud  be 
'  allowed  too,  that  the  impatient  and  initabk  temper  tif 
the  French  populace  was  an  excellent  engine  to  woA 
with;  and  the  jealoufy  which  exifled  between  the  ancient 
toldiery  and  the  new  militia  afforded  frequent  oppertuni- 
tics  but  too  favourable  to  the  wilhes  of  the  malecontents. 
Petty  tumults  and  continual  miftruft  were  excited  in  the 
frontier  provinces,  in  different  ports  of  Flanders,  Alface, 
and  Lomnne,  and  a  defedtion  of  fome  magnitude  took 
place  among  the  foldiery  at  Toutoufe ;  but  what  happened 
at  Nancy  was  of  ftiH  more  ferious  nature,  and  deferves  a . 
particular  detaB. 

As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  colleft  from  the  joumids 
of  the  national  aflembly,  and  other  authentic  information, 
the  following  appears  a  jufl  ftatement  of  this  dark  and 
myftcriouis  tranfaftion.  From  the  firft  eftablifhment  of 
the  revolution,  the  French  army  bad  been  in  a  (bate  litdc 
favourable  either  to  patriotifm  of  fubordination.  The 
majority  of  their  officers  were  of  ancient  nobleffe,  and  a 
mutual  jealoufy  exifled  between  them  and  the  private 
foldicTs.  Every  inducement  had  been  employed  to  fcducc 
Ae  foldicrs  from  their  duty ;  and  when  promifes  and 
blandilhments  did  not  prevail,  the  mofl  fevere  meafures 
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were  put  in  execution.  The  (oldieis  were  fiequendy  ill 
paid^  and  yet  the  moft  culpable  prohiiion  had  been  made 
of  the  money  voted  for  the  fupport  of  the  army.  Such, 
by  the  evidence  of  a  part  of  th^  national  guard  of  Nanq 
at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly^  was  the  ftate  c^the  garriion  in 
that  city.  The  oiBcers  in  general  were  inimical  to  the 
new  conftitutioh,  and  had  made  ufe  of  every  temptation 
to  deftroy  the  attachment  of  the  foldiers  to  the  new 
arrai^ement.  Thele  means  proving  unluccefehil,  they 
had  adopted  the  moft  rigorous  difcipline ;  tliey  had  with- ' 
.  held  the  pay  of  the  loldiers,  and  even  condemned  them  to 
run  the  gauntlet  for  demanding  neceflaries.  They  had 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  men,  that  all  thefe  afts  were 
'  in  conformity  with  the  orders  ot  the  national  aflembly, 
which  refufed  any  longer  to  furniih  them  with  the  dual . 
allowance  of  bread,  and  which  was  upon  the  point  even 
<^  depriving  them  of  the  augmentation  of  py  which  had 
been  eftablifhed  at  the  revolution. 

In  the  fame  fpirit  the  utmoft  p£uns  were  employed  to 
produce  miftruft  and  mutual  abhorrence  between  the  citi-  ' 
Tens  and  the  foldiers.  Men  were  drefled  in  the  uniform 
of  the  king's  r^ment  (one  of  the  regiments  in  garriion 
there),  arra  employed  to  wound  and  infult  the  citizens. 
One  of  thefe  perfons  was  taken,  and  banidied  from  tlie 
city  at  the  requeft  of  the  regiment ;  at  the  fame  timc» 
iome  young  officers  were  encouraged  by  their  (uperiors  to 
behave  in  a  moft  indecent  manner  to  feveral  of  the  peace- 
able inhabitants  ;  and  even  hii'ed  ruffians  were  engaged 
lor  the  fame  purpde.  Several  of  thefe  were  arrefted,  and 
a  court-martial  appointed,  at  the  requeft  of  the  regiment, 
for  their  trial :  but  M.  Bouville,  who  commainded  in 
the  province,  had  fet  himfelt  in  oppofition  to  this  mealuie. 
One  of  the  grenadiers  who  had  been  adlive  in  thefe  profe- 
cutions,  was  menaced  in  the  moft  infultii^  rtianner  b)  an 
officer,  who  fooner  after  deferted  to  the  king  of  Hun- 
gary. 

'  Wearied 
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Wearied  with  thefe  reapeated  indignities,  and  a&s  of 
oppreffion,  the  regiment  at  length  threw  off  its  allegiance, 
aflerted  loudly  that  they  were  wronged  of  their  pay  and 
their  aUowance,  and  dennanded  the  regimental  accounts. 
M.  Denou  threatened  with  the  gauntlet  all  who  prefumed 
to  call  for  the  accounts.  The  regiment  therefore  imme* 
cfiately  feized  the  military  cheft,  and  difpatched  a  depu- 
tation to  Paris,  to  reprefent  thefe  fa&s  to  the  national 
alfembly.  *  , 

The  officers,  however,  took  care  to  anticipate  the 
reprefentation  of  the  foldiers,  and  were  too  intimately 
conneftod  with  the  minifters,  and  fome  members  of  the 
affembly,  to  permit  the  complaints  of  the  privates  to  be 
heard.  The  deputation  from  th»  regiment  was  arretted 
at  Paris,  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  the  minifter  of  war, 
'  madeaformidable reprefentation  of  the  rebellious  condud: 
of  the  raiment.  The  miferies  rdulting  from  a  want  oi 
lubordination,  and  the  neceffity  of  an  example,  were 
echoed  through  the  aflembly.  On  the  16th  of  Auguft, 
a  fevere  deaee  was  pafled,  which  authorifed  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  province  to  reduce  the  infuigents 
by  force. 

In  the  mean  time  the  other  r^ments,  in  garrifon,  the 
Swifs  regiment  of  Chateauvieux,  and  the  r^ment  of 
cavalry  ^ed  Meftre  de  Camp,  irritated  by  fimihr  oppref- 
fiOQs,  and  much  difc^ganized  by  want  of  difdpline,  had 
concunrcd  in  the  j[!ebellion,  had  feized  fome  of  their 
officers,  and  were  joined  by  great  numbers  of  tlic 
pq>ulace. 

The  decree  of  the  16th  was  no  fooncr  made  public 
than,  frcMn  knowing  the  character  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  the  mofl:  ferious  confequences  were  apjmhended  by 
all  good  citizens.  The  national  guard  of  Nancy  affembkd 
and  offered  to  the  regiments  to  undertake  the  part  of 
n^ediators,  and  to  (end  the  terms  of  their  fubmiffion  by  a 
deputation  from  their  own  body  to  the  national  aflembly. 

The 
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Tlie  deputation  proceeded  immediate^  to  Paris,  and  on 
the  31ft' of  Auguft  appeared  before  Ac  aflemt^. — On 
riicirreprcfcntation,  the  decrese  of  the  i&h  u^as  repealed, 
and  conimiffioners  were  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of 
inquiring  minatdy  into  the '  cii^cumfiances  of  the  cafe, 
and  to  punifh  the  guBty,  and  reward  the  defemng. 

Such  an  anangement  however  did  not  fiiit  the  views 
of  the  perfidious  and  fanguinary  Bouiil^.  Without  wait- 
ing the  relult  of  tiie  deputation  firom  Nancy,  he  haftened 
wrtfi  a  fatal  raftiniefs  (as  was  confefled  evert  by  his  advo- 
cates) to  enforce  the  decree  of  the  16th.  He  collefted 
zA  the  troops  that  he  could  aflemble  frotti  every  part,  and 
iuch  of  the  national  gua^d  as  preferred  a  piatriotic!  fubor- 
din^tion  to  the  inrniediate  diiftates  of  *  their  feeling  and 
their  rdentnients.  In  fpite  of  their  ofifeis  of  fubmiffibn, 
he  fdl  upon  the  raiments  of  Chateauvieux  and  M^ffaie 
de  Camp ;  and  after  ptittii^  an  immenfe  nurwber  to  the 
Iword,  he  completely  routed  them,'  and  took  four  hun- 
dred prifoners. 

The  king's  regiment  had  been  retained  in  their  barfads 
by  the  exertions  of  Jfome  patriotic  peribns  M^hio  uiged  them 
to  fubmiffion.  Even  when  M.  Bouille  arrived,  they 
were  pttvented  from  afting  by  the  irttfepidfty*  and  virtue 
ot  a 'young  ofiRcer  oi^  the  narrie  of  DdMtis.  This 
intr^id  young  man,  after  i:tfging  his  felldw-fnJdidrs  by 
evory  motive  to  fubmit;  afTuring  them^thaf!  foo^ner  or 
later  they  wotdd  experience  the  juftice  of'thc  le^Blature, 
I^aced  himfelf  before  the  mouth  of  ^  cartntin.  Which  thqr 
were  going  to  fire.  He  was  forcibly  dragged  fiom  this 
dangerous  fituation,  but  in  the  ftni^te  received  three  or 
f&iXt  wounds,  of  which  he  afterwards  vlied* 

The  news  of  this  event  was  teceived  at  PiMi&*  with  hor- 
ror: Ah  M.  Bouille  had  not  exce^ed  the  authority 
which  the  natbntd  aflfembly  had  utofotfunatfcly  conceded 
to  him  by  theralh  decree  of-  the  ifth,  they  c6tdd  not 
legally  infliS:  either  punifhmentbf  cenfure  upon  him. 

The 
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Thcpopulace,  however,  who  were  not  neduced  to  aay. 
dilemma,  gave  a  full  veat  to  their  feelings;  they,  oponlf. 
accufed  M.  Bouill^  of  treachery,  and  adefire  to  eflfed  & 
counter-revolution,  and  even  threatened  the  lives  of  the 
minifters.  In  a  word,  the  refentment  of  the  peopleicemed 
to  menace  the  moft  dangerous  exceiles,  which  :weie  only 
prevented  by  unufual  circum(pe6Uon  and  case.  It  is 
only  neceflary  to  add  with  refped:  to  this  bufineis^  that 
in  the  month  of  December  following  the  a&xnbly  rever&dl 
all  its  own  decrees  againft  the  iatogents  at  Naiicy,  Vba^ 
rated  all  the  prifoners,  and  recompenfed  them  as  nxis 
who  had  unjufity  ixySkxei:  at  the^&me  time  tUey  decreed 
public  honours  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  Deffllks,  and 
placed  his  fomily  tinder  the  pmtedtion  cfnht  ftate^ 

TJie  decline  of  M.  Neckar's  popularity  has  been 
already  noticed.  He  had  not  railed  himfelf  in  the  efti- 
matioa  of  the  people  by  a  pan^^hlet;  which  he  pobliftod 
on  the  abolition  of  nobility,  or  at  lead  of  tkles,  which 
fupported  with  much  ingenuity  the  anfiociatical  order. 
Both  previous  to  this  &p,  and  after  it,  hemufthave 
&lt  the  gradual  lofs  of  the  public  efleem,  andpoffiUf 
had  for  lome  time  meditated  a  retreat  from  office^  Ti^ 
meafifte  w^  however  probably  accelerated  b^  thepopulaT' 
clamouis  on  the  afiSdrs  of  Nancy,  which  mvolved  him 
(certainly  unhirly)  with  the  reft  of  the  minifiers  in  that 
tnui^iafon.  On  the  4th  of  September  he  fent >  a  letter 
ofrefignation  to  the  aflembly,  and  pkaded  his4ll' (hte  c^ 
health,  whtdx  required  his  retiring  to  the  Baths  in  Swjtz-^ 
erland;  though  he  drq)pedfoi^e  diftant  intimation  06 
the  uoeafuiefs  he  had  experienced  in  his^luation.  It  is 
not  to  the  credit  of  the-  national  aflembly,  that  no  public 
notice  4;vas  taksen  of  this  letter.  The  infkxibfo  int^ty 
of  M.  Neckar  certainly  demanded  the  higheft  veneiatKKi; 
his  abilities  entitled  him  to  refped,  and  his  fervices  to 
giatitude.-r-Bilt,  what  is  the  gratitude  of  public  bodies! 
If?  like  one  of  his  predeceiTor^,  in  office^  he  bod  reto«dy 

a.public 
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•apuUicde&ulter,  infamouily  loaded  with  the  fpoifa^of 
his  country,  only  to  be  employed  in  exciting  enemies, 
and  provc^i|ig  the  moft  profligate  combination^  againft 
her,  could  he  have  been  treated  with  more  marked 
contempt  ? 

The  feme  parties,  and  the  fame  fadtious  fpirit  which 
prevailed  in  the  army,  pervaded  alfo  the  navy  of  France. 
The  iiational  aflembly  had  deaeed  the  adherence  ot  the 
^  nation  to  all  exifting  treaties,  in  which  the  family  com- 
pact was  necefiarily  included;  and  as  England  continued 
armii^on  the  Spanifh  difpute,  a  fleet  of  thirty  fail  was 
ordered  to  be  equipped  at  Breft,  as  ij:  was  uncertain  how 
fer  France  might  be  involved  in  the  expefted  hoflilities. 
•  The  diforders  which  took  place  among  the  feamen  at 
Brefl  have  been  attributed  to  different  caufes.  Onthei3tli 
of  September,  while  the  fquadron  was  fitting  out  with 
all  poffible  expedition,  the  Leopard  arrived  fi:om  St.  Do* 
mingo,  having  on  board  a  part  of  the  refiraftory  aflembly, 
who,  being  diffolved  by  the  governor,  had  embarked  on 
board  the  Leopard,  both  to  (ave  themfelves  firom  impri- 
fbnment,  and  endeavour  to  make  firiends  to  their  party  in 
the  mother  country.  As  therefore  the  diflatisfeiftioa 
commenced  on  board  this  vefTel,  on  account  of  the  admi- 
ml  commanding  a  failor  to  be  imprifoned  for  intoxication, 
it  was  fuppofed  by-fbme  that  the  crew  had  been  depraved 
by  their  communication  with  the  rebellious  members  of 
the  St.  Domingo  aCTembly ;  while  others  have  attributed 
it,  perhaps  with  more  probability,  to  the  general  fufpi- 
cion  which  the  feamen  entertained  of  their  officers,  the  ma- 
jority of  whom  werc  of  the  nobility,  and  poffibly  not  well 
af&fted  to  the  conftitution.  M.  Menou,  in  a  vieport 
from  the  military  and  marine  committees  on  the  2 1  ft  of 
Oftober,  attempted  to  fix  the  blame  on  the  inadivity 
and  inertnefs  of  the  miniflers.  This  chaige,  -however, 
did  not  £^pear  well  founded,  though  It  was  followed  on 
the  27th  by  the  refignation  of  the  naval  minifter,  M.  de 

la 
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la  Laazerae^  who  was  fucceeded  by  M..  Fleurieu  j  tho 
archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux  alfo  r^iigned  about  the  Bkmt 
ticne;  and  Duport  du  Tertre,  a  man  pofleffed  of  every 
^cat  and  amiable  qualky,  was  appoint^  miniller  o( 
juftice.  On  the,  16th  ot  November  M.  Tourdu  Pin 
was  replaced  by  M.  du  Portail.*  The  admiral,  M.  Al- 
bert de  Rioms,  alio  rcfigned,  with  many  ot  the  officers » 
and  M.  Bougainville  was  appointed  to  the  conunat^  of 
^flbet.  The  malecontents  were  with  Tome  difficulty 
leduced  to  ilibordination ;  but  h^^ily  for  Fiance^  fiie  was 
delivered  from  the  neceffity  o|  engaging  in  a  war  by  the 
convention  which  was  ioon  after  refigned  between  Spain 
and  En^and*    - 

It  may  be  confidered  as  a  Angularly  fortunate  drcum-* 
ftance^  that,  omidft  all  thefe  difturbances  in  the  exterior 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  new  police  of  Paris  had  pre 
lerved  the  metropdis  tolerably  quiet.  The  difcontent 
excite4  by  the  af&ir  of  Nancy  ended  without  violence. 
On  the  i^h  of  November,  however,  the,  tranquillity  of 
the  capital  was  once  more  difturbed,  in  confequence  of 
a  private  difpute,  which  ended  in  a  duel  between  M. 
Caftries  and  M.  Charles  Lameth,  in  >vhich  the  latter  was 
dangeroully  wounded.  As  every  report  is  at  firft  exagge- 
rated, the  news  was  very  generally  ipread  that  M.  Lameth 
was  killed ;  and  tlie  people,  ever  prone  to  fu(picion,  im* 
mediately  conceived  the  formidable  idea  of  a  general 
coof{nra^  fucceffively  to  aflaflinate  all  the  patriotic  mem* 
hers.  An  immen(e  mob  was  prefently  at  the  hdtel  de 
Caftries,  which  they  proceeded  to  fpoil  and  deftroy.  M. 
de  la  Favette^  whofe  vi^lance  was  ever  awake,  no  iboner 
heaid  ot  the  commotion,  than  with  a  party  of  the  natio* 

*  This  was  the  firft  of  thole  forced  and  violent  changes  of 
iQiaiftry  which  were  the  harbingers  of  the  diflblution  of  all  lepl 
authority  in  France.  On  this  occafion  M.  Cazales  pronounce^ 
amoft  eloc^uent  difcourfe,  in  which  he  proved  from  biftory,  thaJt 
the  legiflative  power  interfering  with  the  executive  in  the  appoint* 
meat  of  the  fubordinate  agents  of  gDvernmcpt  could  be  only 
atteaded  with  the  ruin  of  tht  nation. 
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lydguird  be  repaired  to  thefpot,  and,  forcibly  rq^rden- 
ted  to  the  poprface  the  ralhnefs  of  their  cx)nduft.     It  is 
equally  to  the  credit  erf  each  party,  that  the  mob  imme- 
diately defffted,  and  even,  on  coming  out  of  the  houfe, 
innftea  that  every  man  fliould  be  fearched  to  evince  that 
jrfUftder  was  not  in  the  leaft  their  objeft. 
'  On  the  i6th  and  «oth  of  November  a  bufinefs  cam^ 
before  the  affembly,  which  was  pregnant  with  difftcuhy,* 
and  wbkh  fu(pen<fed  the  public  opinion  for  fome  fuccced-* 
ihg  months.     It  is  well  known,  that  the  country  of 
Arignon  is  ifldofed  on  every '.fete  by  the  dominions  oP 
Ftance;  that  it  formed  anciently  a  part. of  Piwnce;  that 
it  was  alienated  by  a  queen  who  was  at  that  period  toth* 
under  circumftances  of  compulfibn  and  a  minor ;  that,  as[ 
foon  as  (became  of  age,  fhe  reclaimed  it ;  that  the  ccf-. 
fion  had  not  been  formally  acknowledged  by  the  parlia- ' 
ments,  and  that  feveral  flicceffiye  monarchs  had  renewed 
their  claim  to  the  city  as  a  part  of  tlieir  hereditary  domi- 
nions.   On  the  other  hand,  it  muft  be  acknowlcdgecJ, 
that  long  pofieffion  had  given  the  popes  that  title  by* 
vrfiich  nKjft  fovereignties  are  held;  that  the  ceffion  of 
Jane,  qu^n  of  Naples,  had  been  ratified  by  the  ftates  of 
Provence ;  and  that  if  fome  of  the  kings  had  demed  the 
right  of  the  pope,  it  had  been  acknowlwlged  by  others. 
A  ftronger  reafon  fdirited  the  aflembly  to  incorporate  this 
city  with  the  kingdom  of  France,  and  that  was  the  voice 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Avignon  .themfelves.*    !rhc  papal . 
gorvernment  is  notorioully  thfe  worft  in  the  worid;  it  is 
even  laid,  that  juRice  was  pubTicIy  bought  and  fold  at 
Avignon ;  nor  could  any  remonftrances  to  the  pope  ob- 
tain redrerfe  for  the  people.     In  this  ftatc  of  oppitffion,  a^  - 
large  party  in  theci^y  &w  with  a  fpirit  of  dmilation  the 
new  government  of  France ;  they  defired  to  makeit  their 
mpde^,  but  ftill  profefled  obedience  to  the  pope.     The/ 
eleded  a  municipality,  and  foirmed  the  a;ftive  dtisens  into 
a  wrional  guard.     Such  a  Ihite  of  things  w^  Icarcdy 
Cpnfiftent  with  a  foreign  (Jpii^oh.  '    ^     .  ^        '. 

Aconteflr 
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A  conteft  between  the  vice  legate  and  the  poopl^, 
immediately  (ucceeded :  on  the  lOth  of  Jane  a  violent 
infiirretftion  took  place  in  the  city ;  the  people,  feized  the 
palace;  the  papal  arms  were  taken  down,  and  thole  oi 
France  put  up  m  their  place ;  and  a  petition  was  difpatch- 
cd  to  the  national  aflembly,  entreating,  that  tlie  territory. 
of  Avignon  might  be  incorporated  into  the  dominions  of. 
France.  To  this  firft  j^plication  the  afTembly  only 
anfwered,  by  (ending  a  body  of  troops  to  reftore  tranquil* 
lity,  and  to  prcferve  order  in  the  city ;  at  the  kme  tiriae 
adjourning  tlie  queftion  concernir^  the'  objedt  of  the 
petition.  In  May  1791,  the  micuilion  was  again 
xefumed,  and  it  was  again  deferred.  In  the  meantime^ 
as  the  papal  party  was  ilrong,  and  the  clergy  aj^rehenfive 
of  being  deprived  of  their  influence  and  their  wealthy  a 
maft  dreadfiil  civil  war  defolated  this  beautiful  country*. 
It  would  be  di^ufting,  as  well  as  tedious,  to  enter  into 
a  detail  of  the  bloody  kenesand  the  horrid  outrages 
which  fucceeded.  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  tliat  all  tl^ 
circumflances  being  made  known  to  the  aflemhly,  after 
repeated  deliberations,  it  was  at  length  refolved,  on  the 
14th  of  September,  1791,  that  the  tenitory  of  Avignon^ 
with  the  aojacent  Countrv  of  Venaiffin,  ihould  be  oonii* 
dered  as  a  part  of  the  French  empire,  and  that  a  com- 
penlatioo  in  lieu  of  thele  countries  fhould  be  offered  to 
the  pope*.  We  have  anticipated  a  little  the  order  at . 
thde  tranfaftions,  for  the  iake  of  perfpicuity,  and  now> 
letum  to  the  cbun  of  our  narrative. 

We  have  already  ieen  but  too  much  occa£on  for 
cenfure  in  the  fevere  treatment  which  the  national  cleigy 
experienced  from  the  conftituent  aflembly.  Th^ 
iituation  was  not  improved  by  a  feries  of  deoees  which 
weit  pafled  in  the  latter  end  of  the  yc^  1790.     In  the 

^  *  ThU  was  the  firft  inftance  in  which  the  letiflatureof  France 
▼iohted  that  excellent  maxim  which  it  had  fo  iblema|^  ^na^ecL 
to  avoid  all  con'queft,  all  acceffion  of  territory,  all  increafe  of 
fcaainioiu 
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month  of  July,  among  other  ecdcfiaftical  rqgulatkms,  • 
it  had  been  enafted,    that  every  beneficed  clergyman 
fliould  folemnly  take  an  oath,  **  to  watch  carefully  over' 
the  faithful  in  the  parilh  or  diocefe  which  was  entruflfed 
to  his  care ;  to  be  Biithful  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and 
the  king ;  and  to  maintain,  to  the  utmofl  of  his  power, 
the  new  conftitution  of   France,  and  particularlr  the 
decrees  relative  to  tht  civil  conftitution  of  the  clergy/* 
Many  of  the  clergy,  on  the  firft  publiftiing  of  this  decree, 
^ntaneoufly  offered  to  take  the  oath^  but  in  many 
places  the  refolutions  continued  a  mere  dead  letter,  till 
the  27th  of  November,  vsdien  a  mofl  (evere  decree  ^'as 
enaftcd,  declaring  that  all  fuch  clergy  as  fhould  ncgleft 
to  take  the  oath,  fhoutdbe  confideredas  virtually  geded 
from  their  benefices;  and  condemning  to  fevere  pdns 
and  penalties  all  fuch  as  fliould  pmve  refra&ory.     The 
policy  of  this  meafurc  was  certainly  to  place  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church  in  the  hands  of  men  who  were  well 
affefted  to  the  new  conftitution,  and  to  difengage  the 
nation  fi^m  a  number  of  dilaHefted  perfons,  who  mig^t 
be  dangerous  if  ppflcfled  of  power.     In  this  view,  the 
mealure,  after  what  had  been  done,  might  be  politic; 
but  it  certain)y  was  not  juft.     It  might  be  a  means  of 
pving  permanency  to  the  new  order  ci  things,  but  it 
was  a  violent  infringement  on  toleration ;  and  may  we 
never  fee  civil  liberty  preferved  by  a  tyranny  exerted  over 
the  confciences  of  men  !     The  confequence  was,  that 
many  coniciencious  perfons,  who  had  been  well  afiefted 
.  to  the  conftitution,  refigned  their  benefices;  and  indeed 
the  iituation  of  honefl  men  with  ffaift  notions  of  church 
.authority,    was  redered  extremely  perplexing  by  Ac 
publicr^edaration  of  the  pope,  who  teftified  in  niaiked 
terms  liis  diiapprobation  of  the  oath.     It  is  but  juiHcc 
to  add>  that  the  feverity  of  this  deoee  was  in  fame 
degree  initiated  by  a  fubfequent  law,  which  affigned  to 
the  non-juring  dcigy  a  penfion  of  500  livres  per  annum. 

The 
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•  The  year  i;r.90  clofed  with  fomft  acc^ffions  of  popula- 
rity to  the  national  a(len)bly.  A  ftatue  was  decreed. to 
be  ereded  tb  the  memory  of  Roufleau,  and  his  svidow 
was  allowed  a  penfion.  To  a  benevolent  madman,  who 
was  polTeded  of  infinite  genius^  which  he  had  exerted 
with  effeft  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  fuch  a  tribute  ol 
refpedt  might  not  be  mifplaoed ;  and  the  penfion  to  his 
widow  was  an  a£i  of  charity ;  but  when  ^at  a  fubfequent 
period)  the  alfembly  decreed  almoft  divine  honours  to 
die  profligate  |and  unprincipled  Voltsdre,  they  difgraced 
themielves  in  the  eyes  of  all  good  men,  and  made  thdr 
approbation  be  juftly  confidercd  as  an  infult  and  degKa- 
dation/  Some  other  popular  afts  were  palled;  but 
what  conferred  upon  them  the  moft  iolid  applaufe,  was* 
the  report  of  the  committee  oi  finances,  firom  which  it 
appeared,  that  the  national  receipt  exceeded  the  expen- 
diture by  three  millions,  and  that  there  was  upwards  of 
500)0001.  ileding  in  fpecie  in  the  public  treafury.  To 
theimmorbd  honour  of  theaflembly,  the  pernicious  and 
di%taceful  tax  of  lotteries  was  totally  abolifhed  and 
prohibited.  About  the  dofe  of  the  year  M.  de  St. 
Frieft,  minifter  of  the  interior  department,  refigned. 

1  he  firft  a£k  of  the  new  year  was  not  le(s  honourable 
to  the  conftituefit  l^illature.  Inftead  of  indicating  (as 
its  enemies  iniinuated)  an  inclination  to  prolong  its 
feffioD,  like  the  long  pariiament  of  England,  a  lift  of 
articles  was  introduced,  which  were  neceilary  to  be  dif^- 
cufled  previous  to  the  final  eilablifhaient  of  the  conftitu- 
don;  ^ter  the  determinarion  of  which  the  afleihbly 
ded^ied  its  intention  of  diflblving  itfelt,  and  reiignihgits 
audiority. 

The  jealoufy  of  the  neighbouring  potentates  now  beg^ 
to  be  alarmed^  and  there  was  much  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  a  league  was  formed  againft  the  riiing  liberties  of 
France,  amongft  the  moft  powerful  nations  of  the  conti- 
nent.   Cordons  of  troops  were  advancing  from  Germany 
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on  the  nortH,  from  Spain  on  the  fouth,  and  fipm  Italy 
a^d  Savoy  on  the  weft ;  and  France  might  be  Cai4 
firetally  .to  be  bcfieged  with  hcJftile  annies.  The  events 
which  took  place  in  Fmnce  retarded  for  a  while  the 
execution  of  this  plan ;  but  the  difpofitions  ot  delpotic 
courts  neve^  alter.;  their  a£lion  is  occafianally  interrupted 
by  crcumftances,  but  their  tenor  is  direft,  and  their 
conduft  commonly  confident ;  wl>at  Leopold  left  unper- , 
formed,  Francis  at  a  more  convenient  fealon  endeavoured 
to  accomplifti. 

The  only  plea  which  the  conduft  of  France  afibrded 
thefe  powers  for  interfering  in  her  domeftic  concerns,  was 
the  claims  of  the  German  princes  who  had  eftate3  in 
Alface  and  Lorraine.  Oh  the  fubverfion  of  the  feudal 
inftitutions,  the  claims  of  vafialage,  mortmain,  &c.  &c,^ 
which  thefe  princes  confidered  as  their  right,  were 
Tieceflarily  abolilhed  It  was  in  vain  tliat  the  xKitional 
^mbly  repeatedly  decreed  them  the  ampleft  con^peofa- 
tion.  The  views  of  the  German  courts  were  different. 
Al&ce  and  Lorraine  afforded  the  excufe ;  but  the  objeft 
of  the  projefted  war  was  certainly  not  the  feignodal  rights, 
of  a  few  petty  princes,  who  would  think  thenafelve^  amply 
recom^nfed  by  the  receipt  of  a  few  louis  in  their  empty 
treafiines.  The  cautious  politics  of  lipoid,  however, 
led  him  to  purfue  the  moft  courtly  meafures  in  treating 
with  France-  On  the  2  2d  of  January  the  king  coauxm- 
nicated  to  the  aflembly  a  letter  firom  the  Emperoc  of 
Germany,  in  which  that  monarch,  made  the  moft 
unqualified  protcftations  of  his  apiicable  intentions 
towards  France ;  but  intimated  at  the  lame  time,  that 
*♦*  it  was  neceflary  that  all  the  innovations  that  have  taken 
place  in  confequence  of  the  decrees  of  the  4th  of  Auguft 
be  done  away,  and  matters  put  upon  the  ancient  footing."  : 
The  king,  when  he  communicated  the  letter,  treated  it 
nierely  as  an  official  meafure  of  the  emperor,  as  head  oi 
the  German  empire  j  and  obfcrved,  thut  he  received  ^ 
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the  (ame  time  the  moft  pacific  aflurances  from  the  court 
of  Vienna.  ,  The  aflembly,  however,  were  not  to  be 
impofed  upoft  by  the  fineife  of  Leopold ;  they  imottdi- 
ately  decreed  a  codfiderable  augmentation  of  the  national 
force,  and  that  every  defenfive  meafure  (hould  be  expodir 
tioufly  adopted- 
Several  caufes  confpired  to  prevent  the  re-eflablifhment 
of  order  in  the  provinces.     The  people  in  many  places 
were'  too  little  inftrufted  to  enjoy  leg^  and  ^temperate 
liberty.     The  hopes  of  thofe  who  were  adverfe  to  the 
new  conftitution  were  elevated  by  tbe  profpeft  of  a 
counfer-revolulipn,  and  the  movements  of  the  hoftde 
powen ;  and  the  refentmentof  the  refiaftory  and  ejefted 
prkfts  operated  every  where  upon  the  fanaticifm  of  the 
pojiulace.     At  Aix,  a  club  or    fociety,  calling   itfcif 
"  Friends  of  the  king  and  the  detgy/*  was  inffituted; 
the*  members  of  which,  on  the  12th  d"  December, 
induced  themfelves  in  the  impmdent  meafure  of  wearii^ 
the  white  cockade.     In  the  evening  of  that  day,  fome  ot 
the  party  niet  with  a  number  of  perfons  who  belonged  to 
a  chib  of  oppofitc  principles ;  fome  plflols  were  difchaigcd, 
and  a  riot  immediately    enfued.     The  mob  haftened 
immediately  to  the  pnfon,  where  a  M.   Pafchaiis,   an 
advocate,  had  for  fome  time  been  confined  for  feditious 
writings  and  practices ;  and  in  defiance  of  the  munici- 
palihr  and  the  national  guard,  tore  hini  from  his  place  of 
confinement,  and  hanged  him,  with  two  othere  of  the . 
arifbcratic  party,  Melfrs.  Roquette  and  Docimont,  on 
the  neighbouring  trees. 

At  Lyons,,  on  the  other  hand,  a  defperate  but  ill^ 
concerted  confpiracy  was  difcovered,  which  had  for  its 
objedb,  to  corrupt  the  populace  of  that  city,  by  diftribut- 
ing money am©ng  them;  to  bring  back  thither  the  ex- 
princes  ;  to  make  that  city  the  retreat  of  the  king,  if  he 
could  be  detached  from  the  national  aQembly;  and,  if 
not,  the  afiembly  was  forcibly  to  be '  conveyed  thither 
along  with  him. 
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In  the  neighbourhood  of  Vantits  in  Britany  thefimatjo 
,dergy  openly  preache4  againft  the  conltitution ;  aod  io 
one  country  parilh,  the  prleft,  after  havii^  celebrated 
inaf$»  defiled  his  congregation  to  kiis  the  crucifix,  and 
gave  them  abfolution. — •  *  Go  now/*  (ays  he,  "and  piui^ 
ycur  daggers  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  impious  perfons  who 
have  degraded  your  holy  religion :  you  are  faved  !'•  The 
infatuated  multitude,  inftigated  by  this  incendiary  exhor«- 
tation,  marched'  in  a  body  to  Vannes*.  At  this  place, 
hwvever,  they  found  the  Irifti  regiment  of  Walfli  and  the 
.national  guand  of  TOrient  prepared  for  their  rec^tion. 
.;uid  they  were  eafily  repulfed  and  difperied. 

The  public  attention  was  now  occupied  with  a  tnmiac* 
tion  which  would  have  been  of  little  confequence  in  any 
otlier  circumftances  of  the  flato.  On  the  aath  of  Fd>» 
the  preiident  of  the  national  aflembly  received  a  letter 
from  the  king,  ftating  that  his  aunts,  the  daughters  of 
hou\s  Xy.  had  left  Paris  that  morning  at  iixo*dock,  and 
that  he  was  perfuaded  they  could  not  leg^y  be  deprived 
of  liberty  which  the  conftitution  gave  to  every  citizen  to 
travel  where  his  inclination  led  him,  he  had  not  attempted 
to  prevent  their  departure.  This  report  was  no  iboner 
nuude  than  M.  Carpus  propofed  tlrnt  the  civil  lift  (hould 
be  diminiQied  in  proportion  to  the  [vovifion  which  the 
nation  allotted  them  :  this  wa3  ag^  oppofed  by  M. 
Martineau;  but  the  aflembly  confiderii^  the  draimflance 
as  unworthy  of  th^ir  nptice,  palled  to  the  order  oik  the 
day$.     On  the  followii^  day,  howev«er,  the  {ubje&  'was 

*  This  fad  18  given  on  the  authority  of  a  decidedly  democra- 
tic publicatiOD,  and  is  therefore  to  be  received  with  fome  caution. 

§  This  abGird  debate  was  terminated  more  abruptiv  than  it 
might  ptherwife  have  been  by  a  plcafantry  of  M.  Menou^^ 
"All  Europe  will  be  aftonifhcd  to  hcar.*''faid  he,  **  that  the 
national  aiTembly  of  France  debated  for  four  hours  op  the  depar- 
mre  of  two  old  women  who  chofe  rathe  lo  hear  mais  at  Rome 
ihaA  at  Parx^.*' 
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ffittwed  by  M«  Bamave,  who,  as  the  conftitutbnat 
committee  were  occupied  in  proving  a  (eries  of  regulate 
ons  for  the  government  of  the  royal  fainily)  propdra' that 
Ihey  (hould  be  inftruded  to  prefent  to  the  afiembly  the 
{dati  Off  a  decree  to  afcertainthe  rightwhich  perfons  alliisd 
to  the  throne  (hould  have  to  travel  out  of  the  kin^oni. 
l*his  propolal  produced  another  from  M.  M.  Martineau, 
Goupil^  and  others,  that  the  law  againft  emigrants  (hodd 
extend  not  only  to  the  royal  family,  but  to  all  other 
individuals ;  and  that  a  reafonablc  abientee  tax  fhould  be 
impoied,  m  order  to  difcourag?  emigration  in  general. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ladies  continued  their  journey, 
and  with  a  train  of  carriages  prefented  themfelves  befcm 
Moret,  and  produced  to  the  magiftrates  a  paflport  fiom 
the  kii^  counterfigned  Montmorin,  and  a  declarati6a 
Irom  the  municipality  of  Paris,  ftating  that  they  arro- 
gated to  themfelves  no  right  to  flop  any  perfon  travellmg 
through  the  Idnsdom.  As,  however,  the  municipality 
rof  Moret  was  informed  that  the  matter  was  then  under 
&e  confideration  of  the  conftitutional  committee,  they 
determined  to  aneft  them.  They  had  no  (ooner  taken 
this  determination,  than  a  party  of  a  hundred  or  moit 
of  the .  chafleurs  de  Lorraine,  with  a  number  of  the 
domeftics  of  M.  Montmorin*,  mayor  of  Fontainebleau, 
appeared  before  the  gates,  forced  them  open,  and  made 
a  dear  paflage  for  the  travellers.  At  Amay-le-Duc, 
the  municipality  was  more  fuccefsful :  there  they  eftec- 
tually  (bpped  the  prc^refs  of  the  royal  emigrants^  and 
difpatdied  an  account  of  their  proceedings  to  the  national 
aflembly.  On  mature  confiderationi  howevi^,  the 
aflembly  decreed,  that  *<  as  there  ivas  no  poiitive  law 
icxifling  which  fanftioned  the  arreft  of  meidames,  aunts 
to  the  king,  it  fhould  be  referred  to  the  executive  power:'* 

^  ^ot  the  minifter  of  that  iu(ine.«7-They  were  both  madacrod 
9a  the  l^orrid  iecond  of  ^pcemberi  if^^^ 
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tad  mconfequence  of  this  decree,  after  ibtne  (kbys^ 
tbcy  wie  left  to  purfue  their  journey  to  Rome. 

Thxis^  the  country  was  entirely  deferted  by  all  the 
different  branches  of  the  royal  family,  except  monfieur. 
The  people,  whofe  fears  and  fu(picions  iore&w  innume- 
fVlbte  evils  in  thefe  emigvations,  aflembled  in  a,tumultiious 
QWuier  at  the  Thuilleries ;  and  ^  report  beidg  ipiead, 
that  the  only  rennainiiig  brother  of  the  king  tvas  about 
to  dqwrt  ajfo,  the  mob  immediately  direftcd  their  courfe 
to  his  pailace,  and  infifted  on  a  promife  not  to  leave  the 
kiqgdom.  The  prince  conceded  to  the  ^vi(hes  of  the 
pqnilace,  and  they  dii^rfed  widi  every  appeamnceof 
iatis^^tioQ  of  joy. 

O9  the  a  8th  of  February  an  event  ot  a  more  extm- 
^dtnary  and  fufpicious  nature  occurred,  and  unfortu- 
Ji^y  contributed  to  increafe  the  jeaioufy  and  diflati^ac- 
*  tiofi  of  the  public*  On  the  morning  of  that  day>  at 
the  vTual  hour  of  divine  (ervice  at  the  royal  diapel,  a 
geotlemao,  after  nv^king  fome  time  in  the  ^ery, 
jF^quefted  of  the  attendants  on  the  dauphin  to  be  permit- 
.t«d'to  fee  the  prince.  As  he  p^ed into  the  apartmeoti 
%  poinard  of  a  peoiliar  conftmdion  waa  difeovettd  under 
Ills  caat:  he  was  arrefted,  and  examined  before  the  oDayor 
of  Park,  and  committed  to  cuflody. 

While  the  mayor  was  occupied  with  this  a£&ir,  iotdli- 
I^Oe  was  received  of  a  riot  in  another  quarter.  The 
calHe  of  Viocenna  had  been  dinefted  to  undergo  fome 
iepair:  and  as  that  edifice  had  formerly  been  ufed  asa 
ftste  priibn,  theje^oufy  of.  the  populace  immediately 
took  fire,  and  their  imaginations  repreiented  to  them  the 
horrible  ipe&ic  of  a  fiaflille  ftill  more  fomiidabte  thaa 
that  which  had  been  demolifhed.  The  fubuib  of  St. 
Antoioe  was  prefently  in  motion,  and  the  objedb  of 
popular  fufpicion  was  powerfully  aflailed.  M.  la  Fayette 
-was  no  fooncr  informed  of  this  ccmnwtion,  than  he 
.proceeded  tbiflier,  acccnipanicd  by  a  ftrong  party  of  the 
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sutiona}  guard.  The  popuIacQ  were  C301y  undecfiv^ 
ancLperfuaded  to  difperfe;  but  what  was  tl^e  iuipiifec^ 
the  luagifliates  aiyl,  national  guard,  on  their  retu^  t9 
the  Thuilleries,  to  find  the  gsUes  barred  igainft  them} 
and  as  foon  as  they  were  forced  open,  the  apgrtaientf 
were  difcovered  to  be  filled  with  a  number  of  men  armq4 
with  fword-canes,  piftois  and  poinards^  who  had  ^ntere4 
by  a  back-gate  which  was  opened  to-tbemby  ooebf  tbt 
goatlemen  of  tlie  bedchamber.  .  On  inquiry  being  mad* 
by  the  king,  **  whence  it  happened  ^t  more  than  four 
hundred  perfbns  armed  in  a  fecret  manner  had  introdwed 
themlelves  without  leave  into  his  apartments.^'  he  wif 
anlwered,  that  his  nobility,  alarmed  by  th«  a&ir  at 
Vincennes,  bad  a^mbled  for  his  deience.  The  king 
rebuked  their  indifcreet  zeal,  and  afliued  them^  that  bo 
conceived  himietf  perfedUy  iafe  under  the  proteiftbn  di 
the  national  guard.  The  conftru&ion  put  upon  tbb 
tzaniai^Qn  by  the  popular  party  was,  that  aconipinicy^ 
had  been  concerted  by  the  cliiefe  of  the  ariftocia^y  to 
take  advantage  of  the  firfl  conunotion,  which  woukl 
oeceflarily  draw  off  the  nationU  guard,  to  put  iae0e6b 
thdr  fei^'prqeded  [dan  of  carrying  off  the  ki^g.--^ 
Whatever  might  be  the  motive  <rf  the  perfotis  wto 
aflembled  on  tiiis  occafion,  it  is  much  to  be  ngietted, 
as  it  «ve  too  much  countenance  to  the  fufpiciom  <^  the 
people,  and  cheriflied  that  fpirit  of  p«rty  which  it  wa» 
fo  much  the  intereft  of  the  nation  to  counteraA  and 
fubdue. 

The  banning  of  March  was  dedicated  by  the  aHem* 
bly  diiefl;  to  the  OTQmmtiQa  of  the  army.  On  the 
4d)  it  was  decreed,  tlmt  there  (hould  in  hxtwjs  be  only 
fix  marfhab  of  France,  whofe  hindions  (houki  be' 
entirely  military,  and  whofe  pay  was  fixed  at  the  rate  of 
30,000  livres  per  annum.  With  regard  to  the  marfhak 
of  France  then  exifting,  it  was  determined,  that  fwhof 
them  as  (houkl  not  be  retained  m  the  a^ual  fymcc  of 

the 
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the  ftate,  fliould  receive  penfions  adequate  to  their  merits. 
Dh  thci  {ucceeding  day  M.  Viftor  Broglio  addrcfled  the 
afletnbly  in  favour  of  his  fether,  marfhat  Broglio.  He 
iabferved,  « that  the  decree  which  had  juft  been  paffed 
leetned  to  menace  his  refpedaWc  father,  after  a  long  and 
glorious  career,  with  the  deprivation  of  an  honour  which 
he  had  obtained,  not  from  favour,  but  by  merit.  His 
£ither,  he  faid,  always  a  flranger  to  intri^,  and  rq)uHed 
from  court  even  for  his  virtues,  had  lived  among  tljc 
foWiers  Horn  the  age  of  fourteen.  He  was  their  friend, 
their  patron,  their  fiither.  On  the  late  unliappy  occa- 
fk)n,  he  ftated,^  that  marfhal  Broglio  had  b«in  drawn 
from  his  retreat  in  the  country  by  the  pofitive  order  rf 
the  king — That  he  was  not  privy  to  the  aflTemblii^  d 
the  troops  near  the  capital;  and  fo  little  confcious  of  the 
dcfign,  that,  on  his  arrival  at  court,  his  firft  addrcfi  to 
the  king  was — ♦  Here  are  the  troops !  but  where  fe  the 
enemy  ?* — That  he  was  made  acquainted  with  none  of 
the  meafures  of  the  court,  and  heard  of  the  difmiffion 
€if  M.  >teckar  only  through  the  medium  of  public 
rtport — That  when  he  arrived  at  Metz,  fp  fenfible  had 
he  been  of  the  difhonourable  caufe  in  which  he  had  been 
tincdnfcioufly  engaged,  that  his  fpirits  were  fqnk,  and 
hb  health  had  been  vifibly  on  the  decline — That  he  was 
now  in  fo  dangerous  a  ftate,  that  he  was  Unable  to  return 
to  his  country,  but  had  moft  obftinately  relifted  every 
attempt  to  feduce  him^  from  his  allegiance  to  it/* 

In  confequence  of  this  rcprcfentation,  the  aflembly 
refolved— "  That  for  the  prcfent  nothing  dedfive  fhould 
he  decreed  with  refpedt  to  the  rank  of  marfhal  dfFnBmce, 
as  held  by,  M.  Broglio ;  but  that  he  fhould  fbll  be  con- 
fidered  as  preferring  his  rank  and  title,  &c,'' — The 
marfhal,  afterwards,  however,  refigned  his  rank,  and 
formally  declared  for  the  emigrants ;  it  is  probable  there- 
fore that  M.  Viftor  Broglio  was  either  deceived  in  his 
iofotmatibn,  or  was  io  hopes,  by  obtaining  this  favour* 

able 
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aUe  decI(lon»  to  overcome  the  piqudices  of  hk'  £tther^ 
and  induce  him  to  return  to  his  country. 

Towaids  the  conclufion  of  the  month/ fevcral  decrees 
were  paflcd  relative  to  the  cafe  of  a  regency.—"  Women 
were  excluded  from  that  trull,  as  well  as  from  the  fucccf; 
fion  to  the  crown.     The  regency  was  declared  to  belong. 

'  of  right  to  the  next  male  heir  to  the  cfown^  during  the 
whole  minoirity  of  the  kmg.  The  perion.of  the  minor 
king,  however,  was  not  confided  to  the  r^ent ;  and  he 
u'as  pronounced  to  be  of  age  at  eighteen.*' — Nearly  about 
the  fame  period  it  was  decreed,  **  that  all  public  funftio- 
naries  ought  to  refide  in  whatever  place  was  the  fcene  of 
their  employments — That  the  king,  as  the  firft  public 
iun^^ionary,  fhould  be  always  refident,  during  the  ieflion, 
within  twenty  leagues  of  the  legiilative  body ;  and  that» 

«    if  be  or  the  heir  apparent  went  out  of  the  kingdom  with- 
out a  decree  of  the  legiflature,  they  fliould  be  coniidered. 
as  having  abdicated  their  light  to  the  crown." 

This  difcuflioii  was  lucceeded  by  one  of  ftiU  greater 
in^ortance  to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  This 
le^rded  the  fucceffion  to  property,  and  the  right  of  dii'- 
p^ingof  poileffions  after  death.  In  the  outfet  of  the 
,  debate,  a  voy  judicious  diftindtion  was  eflablifhed ;  -and 
it  was  determiiied,  ifl,  to  decide  what  was  proper  to  be 
dcCTccd  with  refpeft  to  the  effefts  of  perfons  dyuig  intef- 
tate;  and  2dly,  whether  any  refiriilion  oiaght  to  be  laid 
on  the  right  of  teftamentary  alienation.  In  the  firfl  part 
rfthis  inveftigation,  the  evils  of  theexifting  law  of  inheri- 
tances were  firongly  depi&ed.  The  abliiid  feudal  infti- 
tution  of  primogeniture  was  fuccefsfully  attacked.  It  was 
deinonfbated,  that  no  flich  inilitution  exifted  funong  tlie 
enlightened  nations  of  antiquity ;  that  it  originated  among 
the  mod  barbarous  tribes,  and  in  the  mc&,  unci^zra 
periods;  that,  in  the  prefent  circumftanoe?  of  fociety,  jt 
]ws  wanaxited  by  the  motive,  no  reafon,  no  excufc;  that 
its  bafis  was  kyuftice,  its  confequeoces  profligacy  and 

ainie^ 
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enmej ;  ttiat  Ae^heir  to  a  lairge  fortune  was  generally  cor- 
rupted by  the  polfcflion  of  it,  and  the  younger  biundKS 
demoted  to  tje^aiy  and  proftitution ;  that  its  eflefts  in  a 
public  view  were  ftill  more  deplorable ;  and  that  it  was 
the  principal  caufe  of  that  inequality  among  the  citizens, 
which  produced  ttiofl:  of  the  vice,  and  all  the  mifery  that 
cxifts  m  fodety.  In  fine,  the  opinion,  that  an  equal 
cfiyifion  of  property  (hould  take  place  among  the  children 
or  relations .  ot  perfons  dying  inteftate,  leemed  to  meet 
with  unanimous  approbation,  and  was  fome  time  afta" 
the  difcuffion  decreed. 

On  the  other  topic,  there  was  a  greater  diverCty  of 
fentimcnt.  In  defence  of  the  unlunited  power  of  teftators, 
iccourfe  was  had  to  the  facred  light  in  which  property 
'OOght  ^ways  to  be  regarded;  to  the  difcouragement 
which  would  be  held  forth  to  induftry,  if  a  man  was  not 
pennitted  to  dilpofe  of  his  [Woperty  agreeably  to  his  incli- 
nation. Thfe  power  of  parents  over  their  children  was 
another  forcible  argument  which  was  reforted  to  on  this 
topic.  To  make  children  independent  of  their  parents,  it 
was  iaid^  would  be  the  annihilation  c^  good  morab. ' 
Youth,  It  wa3  added,  is  tlie  torrid  zone  ot  human  Iife> 
ahd  muft  fall  the  unrcfifting  prey  of  temptation,  61  debau- 
chery, of  ufury,  of  every  exifting  corruption  and  depravity^ 
if  pcmefled  of  an  independent  patrimony.  The  cjiarafter 
of  a  father  was  teprefented  as  the  mott  ikcted  of  titles ;  it 
was  that  which  the  deity  himfelf  afTumes.  The  e(|ual 
partition  dt  eftates,  which  was  the  principal  argument 
empfoyed  by  the  other  fide,  was  adduced  as  a  prooi  in 
favour  of  that  arrangement  which  left  the  difpolai  of  his 
property  to  the  will  of  the  teftator.  .In  the  incie^c  of 
population,  it  was  {&id,  the  landed  property  of  individiials 
woiald  befubdivided  into  atoms,  and  the  portions  would 
be  fo  cxtfemelyfman  as  even  to  baffle  the  diligence  o£ 
the  Cc^leftors  of  the  land-tax-. 

Thfe  afglttnente  on  the  other  fide  Were  no  lels  ingenious. 
Itwas  mi,  that  the  queftioa  in  this  cafe  was  fithply, 
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\^ther  tbe  w3t  of  the  law,  or  the  will  ot  the  iodhridiiri, 
ihould  be  obeyed  ?  The  wiU  or  determination  of  th^  law 
oaght  to  be  preferred,  b^icaufe  it  was  totally  exempt  btm 
the  influeiKx  of  the  paiflions ;  whereas  the  will  of  the  krii*- 
vidml  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  public  Welfare.- 
The  arbitrary  ditjpofition  t)f  parents  not.  only  bbftrafted 
the  pubKe  profperity,  by  contributing  to  the  inecfuality 
of  fortune  among  the  citizens;  but  frequently  produced' 
the  moft, cruel  outi^^,  by  difinheriting  their  childirn,* 
hompaflkKi  or  mifreprefentation/  It  wa;5  not  liowever 
contended  timt  the  itftriftion  fhould  be  (o  abfolute  that* 
a  parent  (hould  have  nothing  left  to  diftribute  as  a  recoift- 
pcnfeto  a  defervingchitd,  nothing  to  withhold  as  a  check' 
imondne  lefe  wcMTthy ;  the  objeft  was,  to  leave  a  part  of 
the  ifllieritance  at  thedifpdal  of  the  teftatt*,  and  to  deG- 
tribute  a  part  in  fudi  proportions  as  fhould  feem  rti6ff ' 
likdy^o  promote  the  profperity  of  the  commonwealth. 

Of  this  latter  opinion  was  Mirabeau ;  but  he  fpake  no 
longer  from,  ^he  tribune,*  which  had  fo  ofben  tefoundcd 
with  his  eloquence,  but  firom  the  dark  and  IHent  rtgi*' 
ons  of  the  dead.  While  the  law  of  fucceffions  continued 
in  agitation,  he  was  feized  with  an  internal  difeafe,  tlie 
feat  of  which  was  faid  to  be  the  pericardium,  and  at  i)^ 
early  age  c^  forty-two  was  cut  off  in  the  meridian  of 
qu:diiy  g)ory.  During  the  moft  fevese  part  cf  his  illDefs» 
and  even  wlrik  ftruggjmg  in  the  arms  of  death,  he  con^ 
tinned  ft31  the  man  of  the  public.  A  few  houts  before 
his  deceafc  he  lent  for  tbe  bimop  of  Autox^  and  x)hfairedi 
to  him,  that  the  hw  of  inhentaapes  w^ji  the  Older  of  tbe 
day.  He  requefted  him  to  take  down  his  fentimcnts  on 
the  fubjedt,  and  report  them.to  the  national  aliTenably.  It 
is  difficult  to  &y  whether  the  afflk^ion  with  .which  they 
Icaid  tbe  news  of  bis  deadi,  or  the  tefpeft  which  they 
fcemed  to  pay  to  his  laft  fentiments,  was  more  bonotita- 
bte  and  CDnlpicubus.    Some  fulpiciom  were  entertained 
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that  he  died  by  pdfon ;  but,  on  opening  bis  boiy*  nf» 
ptQoh  were  found  to  juftify  fuch  a  conjedure  * . 

The  prefent  age  has  not  leen  a  more  extraordinaiy 
chaiader  than  M.  de  Mirabeau.  His  talents  were 
t)riUiant,  and  the  times  and  iitimtion  were  fevourable  to 
the  exeicife  of  them.  He  was  formed  by  nature  and  by 
habit  to  govern  and  direct  a  popular  aflembly.  His  deep 
penetration,  his  promptitude,  his  fluent  eloquence,  bis 
powerful  voice,  were  all  adapted  to  command  attention, 
apd  to  filence  or  confute.  Born  of  a  noble,  though  not 
of  an  opulent  family,  his  early  education  had  initiated 
him  in  all  the  engaging,  all  the  focial  arts ;  his  love  of 
pleafure  had  led  him  into  a^variety  of  fituations,  am}  ^^ 
made  him  perfedly  acquainted  with  the  human  charac- 
ter; the  peiiecution  and  diftrefs  which  he  had  encoupteied 
in  early  life,  had  rendered  him  firm. ;  a  tetlious  confine* 
ment  had  rendered  him  (tudious.  Few  ftatefinen  poflefled 
more  extenfive  views ;  few  orators  have  been  capable  of 
fc^lder  flights,  of  a  more  paflionate  addcds,.  or  a  moie 
qiergetic  expreflion. 

Of  his  private  life  we  profefs  to  know  but  little  i  com* 
mon  report,  however,  has  not  fpoken  of  him  in  this  view 

•  Difle^ion,  however,  does  not  always  fiffbrd  decifive  proof, 
ufioni  this  fubje^.  Mirabeau  died  fuddenly,  and  died  at  a  moft 
critical  period— If  he  died  by  poifoii,  he  certainly  was  poifoned 
by  fome  of  his  own  party,  for  no  others  could  have  accefs  to  htm. 
It  is  well  known  that  fulpicions  were  entertamed,  for  iome  time 
previous  to  his  death,  that  he  had  been  purchafed  by  the  court; 
and  whether  the  fuipicion  was  well  founded  or  not,  it  is  certain 
that  the  leaders  o(  the  Jacobins  and  republican  party  were 
extremely  jealaus  of  his  authoritj^  and  weight  wid^  the  people* 
tiut  whatever  was  the  caule  of  his  death,  it  was  a  moft  unfonu* 
nate  event  for  France.  The  new  conftitution  was  almoft  entirely 
his  work,  and  had  he  lived  he  would  have  defended  it :  and  pro- 
bably by  his  abilities  and,  power  with  the  people  might  Jure 
prevented  many  of  the  calamities  and  enormities  which  have 
ftnce  afflided  and  difgraced  his  country .-^From  the  death  of 
Mirabeau  abnoft  every  public  roeafure  has  been  injudicioits  and 
impolitic, 

in 
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ft)'  the  moft  hvourable  terms.  His  private  chaiadeit 
douded  with  fu^icion  his  public  coodud;  thoiagh  it 
muft  be  confefled,  tliat  there  b  nothing  upon  record 
which  juftifies  fuch  conjedures.  Though  he  defended 
royalty,  it  would  be  har(h  to  fay  that  he  did  it  only  to 
promote  his  intereil  with  the  monarch;  though  he 
pleaded  for  the  admiflion  of  tninifters  to  the  Ic^iHative 
body,  we  have  no  authority  to  aflert,  that  he  meant  to 
folidt  an  employment.  He  profeffes  of  himfelf,  that  his 
Mem  of  politics  was  that  which  is  termed  the  moclerate 
^ftcm.  Perhaps  every  man  who  fees  deeply  into  human 
nature,  and  who  knows  the  weakneis  c^  mankind,  and 
the  inftability  of  popular  couniels,  will  be  moderate.  He 
is  even  laid  in  his  laft:  illneis  to  have  exprefled  his  fears 
left  the  democratic  paxty  of  France  (hould  go  too  far  in 
makening  the  executive  government.s 

As  an  orator,  the  kiSc&  tcftimoiiy  to  his  memory  is 
the  amazing  power  which  he  poflefled  in  a  numerous 
and  turbulent  al&mbly,  and  his  cortfefledly  excelling  ^ 
the  efiforts  of  his  illufbrious  rivals  and  contemporaries. 
The  faculty  on  which  he  appears  moft  to  have  valued 
himfelf,  was  that  of  improving  on  the  obfervations  of 
othei^  and  perpetually  drawing  even  firom  his  adveriaries 
a  copious  fund  of  matter.  His  writings  are  unequal,  and 
not  unfrequently  obfcurel  In  delineatii^  the  charaders 
of  other  men,  he  is  fevere,  farcaftic,  and  uncandid;  and 
in  his  gallery  of  portraits  (if  it  be  indilputably  his)  ♦  he 
appears  to  have  made  iaCrifices  to  jealoufy  and  envy 
unworthy  of  his  own  great  talents,  and  unbeconui^  a 
liberal  mmd. 

Tlie  honours  which  he  received  from  his  country  arc 
perhaps  unparalleled  in  the  prefent  age.  During  his  illnefi 
his  door  was  befieged  by  enquiring  citizens,  whofe  coun- 
tenances evinced  thalt  they  confidered  him  as  the  liaviour 

*  This,  however,  is  more  than  doubted  by  fome  good  judj^. 
—Why  have  we  not  an  authentic  coUedion  of  his  works  ? 
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of  their  country.  The  direftory  of  Paris  and  the 
.national  jiflembly  decreed  a  mourning  ot  ten  days.  By  a 
refolution  of  ^tbe  kgiflature  alto,  a  public  funeral  was 
ordered,  and  was  attended  by  the  national  affembly,  the 
'ttiinlfters,  the  magift  ates  and  judges  in  their  robes,  the 
national  guard  of  Paris,  the  fociety  of  Friends  of  the 
XJonftitution,  or  Jacobins,  and  an  incredible  number  of 
Ipedlators.  The  magnificent  new  church  of  St.  Gene- 
vieve was  confecrated  for  the  reception  of  the  remains  of 
,gre3t  men,  and  Mirabeau  was  the  fiifl  who  was  publicly 
decreed  that  honour.  As  that  church  however  was  not 
complete,  the  body  was  for  the  prefent  depcJfited  in*  St. 
'Etitene  du  Mont,  which  adjoins  St.  Genevieve,  by  thp 
fide  of  the  coffin  which  contains  the  a(hes  of  Defcartes. 

The  next  difaiffion  which  engaged  the  attention  of 
'the  aflembly,  was  the  organization  of  thq  miriilbry.  The 
miniilers  weic  declared  refponf^ble ;  and  it  vm  alto 
decreed,  that  no  member  of  the  national  aflembly  could 
take  any  part  in  adminiftration  till  four  years  aft^  the 
conclufion  of  that  legiflature  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
The  appointment  of  miriifters  was  ve^e^  in  tlie  ku^; 
but  their  number  was  to  be  regulated  by  thele^flaturc. 
Tht  minifters  then  appointed  were,  ift  a  miniftcr  of 
juftice,  who  was  to  keep  the  g^eat  feal;  to  execute  all 
laws  relative  to  the  fanftioniqg  of  decrees  j  to  prefcrvc 
xorreipondence  with  .all  the  inferior  departments  of  jiifticc ; 
to  (ubmit  to  the  legMature  all  queflions  of  juriiprudencc, 
&c.  ftd,  A  minifter  of  war,  to  fuperinterid  the  regulation 
of  all  the  troops  of  the  line,  &c.  to  order  the  movements 
of  the  armies  againft  the  enemy,  &c.  3d,  A  minifler  <^ 
foreign  affairs,  to  fuperintend  and  conduft  all  conefpond- 
cnce  with  fordgn  courts;  to  enforce  the  execution  of 
treaties ;  and  to  have  a  general  ca,"e  of  the  political  .and 
commercial  Interefb  of  the  kingdom.  4  th,  A  miniftcr  of 
hiarine  and  for  the  colonies.  The  minifter  of  foreign 
a&irs  to  have  a  fidary  of  1  j|o,ooo  livres  (about  7,400!.) 
'  and 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  k^j 

dnd  the  reft  loo^cx^o  livres  (about  5,000!.)  peraiuium. 
The  king  and  the  miniHers  to  compoCe  a  great  council  of 
ftate,  for  the  due  exercife  of  the  e^jecutivc  power. 

The  noblefle  aflembled  on  the  borders  of  AHaoe, for. 
the  purpofe  of  reconquering  their  titles,  began  now  to 
create  iome  alarm  in  the  people.  The  emigrant  army 
had  been  reviewed  by  the  prince  de  Conde  ;  tlieir  juni- 
fwm  was  black,  faced  with  yellow,  with  a  death's  head 
furrounded  with  a  laurel  wreath  on  one  cuff,  and  a  fword 
t>n  the  other,  with  the  motto,  **  Conquer  or  die."  The 
emigrants  alfo  it  was  added,  were  well  received  by  moft  of 
the  German  princes,  and  every  thing  appeared  hoftile  on 
the  frontiers.  As  the  cardinal  de  Rohan  had  taken  an 
afiive  part  in  feducing  the  people  firom  their  duties,  an  aft 
of  impeachment  was  decreed  a^dnft  him  and  fome  other 
d[  the  principal  emigrants. 

With  this  circumftance  feveral  others  occurred  to  keep 
awake  thfe  ever-watchful  eye  of  popular  (ufpicion.  Tli 
kiqg,  in^ether  he  entertained  them  through  prejudice  and 
piediledtion,  or  through  mere  compaffion,  was  furrounded 
with  non-juring  priefts,  and  other  perfons  of  a  dubious 
charafter  ;  and  the  people  had  not  foigptten  the  (ingular 
tranfiuftion  of  the  Thuilleries  on  the  28th  of  Felx-uary, 
which  in  all  probability  ^^os  frequently  exaggerated  anid 
miiirepidested  to  them.  However,  therefore,  we  may 
condmui,  we  cannot  be  iurprifedat  the  tumult  which 
took  place  an  the  18th  of  April,  while  the  royal  family 
was  preparing  to  fet  out  for  St.  Cloud,  where  they 
intended  to  pais  the  Eafther  holidays.  The  populace, 
who  confidcred  this  as  only  foreboding  the  fli^t  of  the 
king,  and  a  counter-revolution,  damoroufly  furrounded 
the  carriage,  and  infilled  on  their  majefties*  retuni.-  It 
was  in  vain  that  M.  Bailly  and  M.  de  la  Fayette  oppofed 
this  phrenfy ;  in  vain  they  exerted  themielves  to  procure 
a  free  paffiige  for  the  carriage.  A  fet  of  orators  better 
adapted  to  the  ears  of  the  common  pe^le,  exdaimed, 

Q  «  **  If 
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«  It"  the  kingefcapes,  there  will  be  a  civil  war,  and  the 
flxeets  of  Paris  will  be  deluged  with  the  blood  ot  the 
citizens."  The  national  guard  refufed  to  aft — "  Wc 
know,  faid  the  grenadiers,  "  that  we  are  violating  the 
kw;  but  the  lafety  of  the  country  is  the  firft  of  laws." 

The  royal  family,  in  Ihcrt,  was 'obliged  to  return. 
The  king  on  the  following  day  repaired  to  the  aflembly, 
where,  >vith  becoming  firmne's  and  dignity,  be  com- 
plained of  the  in(ult,  and  dedaied  his  intention  of 
perfevering  in  his  refolution.  He  was  anlwered  in  a 
refpeftful  Ipeech  by  the  prefidcnt;  and  he  proceeded  on 
his  journey.  At  the  fame  time,  his  majefty  embraced 
this  opportunity  of  notifying  to  all  the  foreign  courts  his 
.acceptance  of  the  conflitutjon ;  and,  in  compliance  with 
a  requefl  from  the  municipality  of  Paris,  difmifTcd  from 
/ '  about  his  perfon  thofe  obnoxious  perfons  who  had  been  a 
principal  caufe  of  (be  (ufpicion.  New  ailurances.  of 
fidelity  to  the  conftitution,  and  of  loyalty  to  the  king, 
fpafled  between  the  ibvcreign  and  the  national  aflembly, 
and  all  was  quiet. 

The  wiitfcrs  of  all  parties  have  done  juflice  to  the  fpirit 
and  propriety  which  diftinguiJhed  the  conduft  of  M.  de 
k  Fayette  on  this  occafion.  On  the  21ft,  he,  with  the 
other  ftaff-officers,  fent  in  their  refignation,  obferving,  that 
fince  the  national  guards  would  no  longer  obey,  they 
muft  ceafe  to  retain  a  command  which  was  merely  nomi- 
nal This  event  was  no  fooner  knbwn  than  all  Paris 
was  feized  with  a  general  cbnfternaf  ion ;  nor  could  aU 
the  machinations  >of  La  Fayette's  enemies  prevent  their 
fbliciting  in  a  body,  and  under  circumftances  the  moil 
reipeftful  to  him,  that  he  would  re-aflume  the  command. 
After  fome  hefitation  on  his  part,  and  the  ftrdngjeft 
aflurances  given  on  theirs  of  entire  obedience^  he  agreed  < 
on  the  24tjb  to  comply  with  their  wilhes. 

During  thefe  tranfadions  in  the  capital,  the  provinces 
could  not  even  yet  be  pronounced  in  a  perfedb  date  dk 

txanqtnlhty. 
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tianquillity.  At  Toulouie  in  paxtkukr^  feveral  citizens 
were  sCflaflinated  on  the  night  of  the  17th  of  March. 
The  murder  was  attributed  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of 
the  r^ment  of  St.  flarthdemi.  The  people  immedi- 
ately took  arms,  but  happily  the  tumult  ended  in  burning 
the  colours  dt  the  raiment.  The  real  authors  of  the 
aiiaflination,  however,  efcaped  into  Spainv 

Theie  commotions  which  agitated  the  mother  coi^MHy,  - 
where  hpwever  trifling  when  compared  with  the  fatal 
,  animofilies  winch  prevailed  in  the  colonies.  The  decree 
'  c^  March  1790  was  fo  far  from  quieting  the  jealoufies 
and  d'flurbances  which  exiiled,  that  its  immediate  effe<% 
f.emed  to  be  to  kindle  the  whole  of  the  French  Weft 
Indies  into  a  flame.  Before  tlie  arrival  of  the  commif- 
£oners  who  were  to  enforce  the  decree,  a  mulatto  rf  the 
niune  of  O^e  atten^)ted  to  excite  a  rebellion  in  St. 
Domingo ;  his  party  was,  however,  defeated ;  he  took 
lefiigp  OTiongthe  Spaniards;  they  furrendered  him,  and 
he  expired  upon  the  wheel.  The  very  troops  which  had 
been  fent  firom  France  to  reftore  tranquillity,  became 
infeded  with  the  (pint  of  infubordination.  A  regiment 
of  native  troops  too,  which  was  named  the  regiment  of 
Port-au- Prince,  aflaflinated  their  colonel.  The  rebellious 
raiment  was  embarked,  and  fent  tD  Europe;  but  the 
king's  commiflaries  ftill  exercifed  a  feeble  and  dubious 
authority. 

But  the  very  decree  of  the  aflembly,  the  fubflance  of 
which  has  been  already  intimated,  proved  the  moft 
•  deplorable  fburce  of  difcord.  In  that  decree,  paoxhial 
afiemblies  were  diredled  to  be  held  previous  to  the  form- 
ii^  of  a  colonial  conftitution ;  but  no  definition  was 
given  of  the  perfbns  who  were  to  form  thefe  meetings. 
The  people  of  colour  not  being  excepted,  concluded 
that  they  were  virtually  comprifed  in  the  law.  The 
moft  violent  contefts  enfued,  and  a  deputation  was  fent 
over  to  the.  national  aflembly,  to  demiu  id  an  explication. 

Q  3  In 
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In  May  tjgxj  the  matter  was  warmly  a^tated  in  the  . 
affembiy.     The,  advocates  in  favour  of  the  people  of 
coloui-  urged  the  declaration  of  rights,  which  tlie  aflembly 
itfcU  had  agreed  on  as  the  bafis  ot  their  new  conftitution, 
and  even  appealed  to  a  higher  authority,  the  great  handa- 
mental  principles  of  reaton  and  juftice.     The  colonial 
deputies,  and  their  abettors,  confefled  that  the  prejudice 
againft  the  people  of  colour  was  abiurd  and  unjull;  but 
they  allcdged  that  it  was  a  prejudice  which  could  not  be 
annihilated  by  a  fingle  decree,  or  be  obliterated  m  a  fliort 
fpace  ot  time.     That  a  law  which  (hould  at  once  elevate 
theie  perions  to  the  fame  rank  as  the  white  colonifb, 
v^'ould  e:qx>fe  the  ifland  to  the  fevered  calaiBities,     The  - 
aifembly  found  itfelf  in  a  moil  difficult  predicament* 
The  free  people  of  colour  on  the  one  hand,  and  their 
dependents,  were  numerous  and  wealthy;  and,  on  the 
other,  t\ie  whites  in  the  French  iflands  were  maflers  of 
aoo,ocx5  n^oes,  were  poffelTed  of  all  the  ai%ual  power, 
and  had  exhibited  the  mofk  alarming  fymptomsof  indepen- 
dence.    They  had  already  opened  their  ports  to  forelgp 
nations,  and  had  threatened  te  transfer  their  alliance  to 
the  Englifh  government.     The  troops  which  had  been 
feot  had  been  debauched  from  their  duty,  and  corrupted 
in  their  principles,  and  little  reliance  could  be  placed  upon 
new  debarkations.     I  n  this  dilemma,,  the  l^iflatuie  pro- 
ceeded gradually,  and  with  extreme  caytion. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  a  decree  was  pafled  to  quiet 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  colonift  with  refpedt  to  the 
liberation  of  the  negroes ;  and  it  was  eftablilhed  as  a 
conftitutional  article,  "  that  a  legiflature  of  the  mother 
country  (hould  decide  nothing  with  refpeft  to  the  libera- 
tion of  the  Ibvcs,  but  upon  the  adlualand  formal  demand 
of  the  colonial  aflemblies/'  This  was  followed,  on  the 
15th,  by  another  decree  equally  cautious,  and  in  efTcft 
partial  to  the  white  colonifts;  which  was,  that  people  of 
colour,  born  of  free  parents  on  both  fides,  (hould  be 

admitted 
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admitted  into  all' the  colonial  afTemblies;  s&hd  as  to  thofe. 
whofe  parents  on  one  fide  only  were  free,  the  Icgiflature 
wouldnot determine  any  thing  till  ,they  beard  the  Icnti- 
ments  of  the  colonial  ailemblies. 

Thus,  by  a  repetition  of  the  fame  timid  policy  which 
had  produced  the  difl:urbances,^the  aflembly  ftill  continued 
to  widen  the  breach. — Neither  party  was  fatisfied  with 
the  decree.  The  majority  of  the  people  of  colour  were 
not  bom  of  parents  who  were  bqth  free,  fince  it  happened ,. 
that  a  confiderable  number  were  the  offspring  of  flaves 
who  had  been  in  a  ftate  of  concubinage  with,  their 
mailers ;  and  the  white  colonifts,  on  the  other  hand, 
found  their  daring  prejudice  invaded  even  by.  this  trifling., 
innovation.  The  moft  fatal  difcord  manitefted  itfelf 
immediately.  The  alTembly  had  fent  over  no  troops  to. 
cnfbrce  its  own  decree.  The  colonifb  complained,  that 
the  decree  in  itfelf  was  impradticable.  Such  a  fcrutiny 
as  it  required  into  the  pedigree  and  extradtion  of  indivi- 
duab,  could  not  be  conduced  without,  offence,  |witbout 
difficulty,  and  litigation.  Tne  white  colonifb  reprefented 
in  the  flrongefl  terms,  that  this  lall  decree  was  a  total 
violation  of  the  preamble  to  the  former ;  though  the 
aflembly  had  fandioned  the  cobtinuance  of  (lavery,  they 
ftiU  feared  the  abolition  of  the  (lave  trade,  arid  determined 
to  relax  nbthing  in  their  feverity  and  oppreflion  of  the 
people  of  agjour. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  enemies  of  tlie  revolution  were 
not  inaftivt  in  inflamit^  the  minds  of  both  parties.  . 
The  flaves,  whether  inftig^ted  by  incendiaries,  or  whether 
finding  the  civil  authority  which  held  them  in  obedience 
almoil  annihilated,  foon  began  to  take  a  part  in  the  dif- 
pates;  and  difcord,  violence,  and  bloodfhed  pervaded 
every  part  of  the  colonies.  In  Martinico,  and  the 
fmaHcr  ifland$,  after  much  conteft,  order  has  been  partly 
reftored ;  but  St.  Domingo  flill  remains  a  melancholy 
fccne  of  defolation  and  civil  war. 

Q4  U 
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In  the  httcr  end  of  June,  the  city  of  'Paris»  aild  the 
whole  kingdom  of  France,  were  tbiX)wn  into  tho  mcSl 
violent  confterrtation  by  the  defertion  of  the  king.  It 
was  remarked,  thatior  tome  weeks  previous  to  this  event, 
the  emigrants  had  greatly  enaeafed^  and  the  circulating 
(pccie  ot  the  kingdom  di-appeared,  as  it  were  by  a  mira- 
cle.— The  non-juring  priefts  were  more  aftive  and  auda- 
cious than  ever,  and  emiffaries  were  employed  to  cormpt 
the  foldiery  of  almoft  every  regiment,  and  clpccially  on 
the  frpntiers. 

The  perfidious  Bouill6,  who  had  fo  wantonly  imbrued 
his  htods  in  the  blood  of  his  fellow-foldiers,  in  tlie  affair 
of  Nancy,  was  the  principal  agent  on  this  occafion.  By 
/a  variety  of  fidions  and  excuies,  he  evaded  for  a  long 
time  the  civic  oath;  but  at  length  he  took  it  with  didi 
fpontaneous  tokens  of  zeal,  as  left  no  room  to  doubt  of 
his  fidelity.  He  was  entrufled  with  the  protedion  of  the 
firontiers;  a  tru(t  which  he  exercifed  more  confiftently 
with  his  own  chaiafker  and  views,  than  with  the  prindpK 
of  duty  and  honour.  He  either  permitted  the  fortifica- 
tions of  all  the  frontier  towns  to  run  to  decay,  or  infilled 
on  their  delapidation.  The  gfurifbns  were  left  without 
provifions  or  ammunition.  I'he  national  {ddiery  were 
replaced  wherever  it  was  poflible  with  foreigners,  and  the 
utmoft  pains  were  taken  to  fpread  difuiupn  aikl  difcontent 
among  the  national  troops.  The  place  nominally  appoint- 
ed for  the  retreat  of  the  king»  was  M ontmedy,  a  forti- 
fied town  of  Luxemburgh ;  but  it  was  generally  fuppofed 
that  his  adual  refidence  was  to  be  within  the  eihperor^s 
dominions.  Here  the  emigrants  from  all  quarters  were 
tQ  be  aflfembled,  and  were  to  aft  in  concert  with  the 
powerful  fuccours  which  were  to  be  furnifhed  by  PruiBa 
and  Auftria,  while  other  diverfions  were  to  be  made  on 
the  fide  of  Spain  and  Savoy,  by  the  refpeftive  monarchs 
of  thofe  countries. 

Such  is  the  account  which  is  mofl  generally  believed 
of  the  motives  and  plan  of  this  ill-concerted  and  unfor- 
tunate 
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liuurtc  journey;  unforttmate  for  the  country,  b^caufe  it 
deftroyed  that  confidence  which  the  people  o\:^t  to  have 
in  the  executive  government ;  and  doubly  unfixtunate 
for  the  monarch,  becaufe  it  for  ever  lofi  him  the  love  of 
a  people,  who,  in  the  moft  diftrefsful  and  tumultuous  . 
drcumftances  of  the  revolution,  was  never  before  known  , 
to  waver  or  abate  in  the  perfonal  r^rd  which  they 
retained  for  their  fovereign.  The  king's  intentbn  was 
not  kept  fuch  a  profound  fecret,  but  that  it  was  known 
to  M.  Gouvion,  one  of  the  oiScers  of  the  national  • 
guard,  who  communicated  it  to  tiie  mayor  and  M.  la 
Fayette:  the  guard  was  in  coniequence  doubled,  and 
fuch  precautions  were  taken  as  appeared  likely  to  prevent 
every  poffibility  of  effefting  the  intention.  On  the 
n'^ht  of  the  20th  of  June,  however,  the  king,  the 
queen,  madame  £lizabeth,  fifter  to  the  king,  and  the 
whple  of  the  royal  family,  diiappeared.  Monfietir  and 
madame  took  the  road  to  Mons;  and  the  kirk's  party 
that  of  Montmedy. 

If  a  tefl  had  been  wanting  of  the  i^irit  and  patriotifin 
of  the  nation,  none  could  hkvc  been  d^iied  fo  fatis&d:- 
toiy  as  this.  The  aflembly  received  the  news  with  a  calm* 
neiis  and  dignity,  fufiicient  almdl  to  difcountenance 
oppofition.  Their  firft  cafe  was  the  public  fafety  and 
tianquUlity.  They  committed  to  the  mitiiflers  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  the  other  political  funftion^  of 
the  king.  A  new  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  nation  was 
jpitfcribra  to  the  military.  Couriers  were  difpatched  to 
all  the  di&rent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  orders  to  flop 
the  fugitives,  if  pofTible,  and  to  recommend  the  prefer- 
vation  of  peace  and  good  order.  After  thefe  precautions, 
the  aflembly,  with  unparalleled  calmneis,  refiimed  their 
onlinary  Ubours,  and  proceeded  to  the  difcuflion  of  the 
penal  code. 

Amoi^  the  people,  the  firfl  impulfe  was  a  combined 
'ra:K>tion  of  confternation,  furprifc,  and  indignation. — 

The 
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The  king^sartns  and  effigies  were  taken  down  and  broken' 
by  the  populace  ot  Paris.  A  proclamation  frorh_the 
affembly,  however,  foon  reftored  order.  The  national 
guard  affemblcd ;  deputations  from  difierent  bodies 
appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  with  the  ftrongeft 
ahd  mdl'firm  profeffions  of  patriotifm  and  obedience. 

Though  the  majority  of  the  nation,  however,  thus 
e^nced  its  altachment  to  the  revolution,  the  flight  of 
the  king  was  viewed  in  very  different  lights,  according  as 
the  different  parties  felt  their  particular  prqixiice^  afiefted 
by  the  event.  At  the  firft  of  the  revolution,  two  parties 
only  divided  the  mafe  of  the  people ;  the  friends  of 
privileges  and  ariftocracy,  and  the  friends  of  hberty ;  but 
the  lattdr  had  fince  divided,  and  a  party  more  dangerous 
to  the  new*  conftitution  than  even  the  ariftocracy  them- 
fcivcs  had  ftarted  up ;  a  party,  who,  in  qucft  of  ideal 
peiffeftioh,  are  never  latisfied  with  any  eftabliflied  form  of 
government;  but  whofe  unquiet  minds,  ever  in  puriiiit 
of  a  vifionary  theory,  negleft  the  more  important  objefts 
of  peace,  imluftry,  and  (lability  of  government,  which 
arc  the  only  drcumftances  that  can  ^ve  gfcatnefs  or 
profjjerity  to  a  nation. 

Tothe  republican  party  tlie  departure  of  the  king  was 
a  matter  of  triumph ;  their  luve  of  change  was  now  likely 
to  ineet  at  Itaft  a  prefent  gratification :  they  enlarged 
upon  the  abfurdity  of  a  g3vemment  which  enabled  an 
individual  to  throw  the  whole  fbte  into  confufion :  they 
repreiented  the  king  as  a  perjured  monfter,  whofe  patrio- 
tifm and  love  for  his  people  would  prefently  be  evinced 
by  his  eftterir^  France  at  the  head  of  hoftile  armies,  to 
ravage  the  country,  and  to  diench  it  in  blood.  The  lofe 
of' authority,  they  ftated,  muft  be  ever,  to  him  who 
oxice  poffefled  it,  a  lubjett  of  regret;  and  they  exhorted 
fl^  lovers  of  liberty,  even  if  the  king'?  flight  ftiould  be 
prevented,  to  make  ufe  of  the  opportunity  to  idicvc  the 
fiation  from  a  natural  enemy. 

The 
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The  more  temperate  and  fober  thinkers  (aw  the  mat- 
ter in  a  different  point  of  view.     The  majority  of  theiil' 
prefcmed  a  limtttecj  monarchy,  as  at  leaft  the  moft  expe- 
dient form  of  government,  and  conlidered  it  as  abfiird 
in  a  nation  enjoying  perfeft  liberty,  to  difpute  about  the 
mode  or  form  in  which  it  fliould  be  adminiltered.   Tlicy' 
confidesed,  that  even  if  the  republican  form  was  prefer* 
abk,    cuftom   and  habit  had  inured'  the  French  to 
monarchy,  and  their  fb:ongeft  prejudices  inclined  them  to*  * 
fupport  it :  that  the  nation  was  not  in  a  ftate  to  endufe' 
the  (hock  of  a  fcoond  revolution.     They  therefore  con- 
templated it  as  the  h^ppieft  event  that  couM  occur, 
(hould  the  king  by  any  fortunate  chance  be  rcffored;, 
and  forelaw  a  train  of  the  motl  formidable  evils  threaten- 
ing the  kingdom  and  the  people,  (houldhe  fall  intb  the* 
hands  of  his  enemies. 

The  hopes  of  the  republicans  were  b]afted  for  the" 
moment 'by  the  vigilance  and  adlivity  of  two  obfcure\ 
individuals.     To  favour  their  efcape,  the  royal  faniily' 
bad  obtained  a  paflport  throi:^h  the  medium  of  thd 
Ruffian  ambaflador,  in  the  name  of  a  baronds  de  lCort2:, 
with  her  fuite,  as  travelling  to  Frankfort.  They  ttaveUed'^ 
in  the  moft  private  manner  till  they  found  themfelvcs 
at  a  confiderable  diflanice  from  the  capital,  when  they 
were  furnifhed  by  Bouille*  with  detadiments  of  dragoon^ 
under  the  pretence  of  guarding  fome-  treafure  for  the  pay* 
of  the  Ibldiers.     They  proceeded  without  interruption 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  miles,  and  were  but  a  few 
Ics^ues  &om  the  frontiers  when  they  were  arretted:     At 
St.  Menehouk],  the  pofl-mafter,  M.  Dmuet,  had  for^ 
mcrly  been  a  dragoon  in  the  regiment  of  Conde. — He 
immediately  recc^ifed  the  queen,  and  was  forcibly  attrac- 
ted by  the  refemblanoe  of  the  king  to  his  portrait  on  the 
aifignat  of  fifty  livrcs.  He  was  confirmed  in  his  fufpicions, 
on  teeing  the  detachment  of  dragoons  relieved  bya  detach-* 
ment  of  huflars,  and  determined  to  flop  them ;  but, 
being  alone,  was  prudept  enough  not  to  expofe  himielf 

to 
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to  fhe  oppoCtion  of  the  fbl^iers*    He  fufiered  the  auriage 
to  pQ&f  but  mounted  a  iWift  horie^  and  took  a  crols 
road  to  Varennes,  which  was  their  next  flage.  He  coti- 
municated  bis  fu^icions  to  the  poft-mafter  there,  who 
had  alio  fbnne^ly  been  a  dragoon;  and  they  concluded 
that  the  only  mode  of  effefking  their  purpofe  was  to  barri- 
cade the  ftreet'and  bridge  over  which  the  carriages  muft 
necef&riiy  pais.     It  was  at  this  time  .near  midn^bt,  but 
fortuaately,  on  the  bridge  there  flood  at  the  moment  a 
waggon  loaded  with  furniture;  they  overtet  it,  and  caUcd 
together  the  mayor,  the  procuruer  de  la  commune,  and 
the  commandant  of  the  national  guard,  and  in  a  few 
tninutes  the  number  of  patriots  was  increafed  to  eight  men. 
The  commandant  and  the  procureur  approached  the 
principal  carriage,  and  afked  tlie  names  of  the  travelkis. 
The  queen  petulantly  anfwered,  they  were  in  hafte,  and 
produ^  the  pafTport,  which  was  thought  a  fufficient 
warrant  by  feveial  perfons;  but  the  poft-mafljers  combated 
the  (pinion,  on  the  grotmd  of  its  not  being  counteriigned 
by  (he  prefident  of  the  national  aflemUy^  r    '  aiked 
why  a  Ruffian  baroneis  (hould  be  efcorted  by  the  military 
cl  France?    It  was  determined  therefore  to  (lop  the 
travellers;  and  they  retired  to  the  houfe  of  the  prpcu- 
reur.   After  fome  parley  the  procureuf  produced  a  pidhire 
of  the  king,  and  aflced  him  <<  if  that  was  not  his  portrait.'* 
His  majefty  then  throwing  off  his  difguife,  replied,  **  My 
friends,  I  am  indeed  your  king — I  have  fled  from  Paris, 
from  poinards  and  horn  bayonets — I  have  detennined  to 
take  lefiige  in  the  provinces,  where  I  hope  to  find  loyalty 
and  re(pe6l — ^^My  route  is  for  Montmedi — I  have  no 
intention  of  leaving  the  kingdom ;  I  entreat  you  not  to 
impede  my  progrels." 

The  nati<mal  guard  now  arrived  in  confiderable  num- 
bers, and  at  tlie  fame  moment  the  huflars,  who  endea- 
voured {word  in  hand  to  force  the  houfe  where  the  kii^ 
was  ;  but  were  anfwered  by  the  national  guard,  that  they 

(houkl 
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fhould  never  carry  bim  off  alive.  The  commandattf  ol 
the  national  guard  had  placed  at  each  end  of  the  ftieet 
two  field-pieces,  which  however  were  not  charged ;  but 
they  were  fufficient  to  intimidate  the  huffars,  who,  upon 
the  commandant  ordering  the  artillery-men  to  their  poffo 
with  their  matches  in  their  hands,  relinquifhed  their 
objedt,  and  quietly  furrendered  th^  king  to  the  cuftodf 
of  the  national  ^azid 

The  news  ♦  of  thefe  tranfaftions  was  recdved  by  the 

aflembly  with  inexprefiible  iatisfadion.     M.  Bouille  was 

lutpended  from  his  functions;  and  orders  were  given  for 

vrefting  bim,  and  all  who  appeared  to  be  concerned  in 

the  flight  of  the  king  :  but  Bouille  evaded  the  national 

refentment  by  flying  the  kingdom.     The  aflembly  next 

appointed  two  commiflioners  to  examine  the  in&iior 

stents  of  the  king's  flight ;  and  three  comnuflioners^ 

Meflrs.  Tronchet,  d'Andree,  and  Duporjt,  wereappwifeed 

to  receive  the  declaration  of  the  king  and  queen. 

"^'^  PIK  WyUl  family  was  efcorted  to  Paris  by  a  confiderable 

body  Jlf^he  national  guard,  who  increaied  m  numbers  as 

they  ap[Mroached  the  metropolis.  MefTrs.  Barnave,  Petion, 

and  Latour  Maubourg  had  been  difpatched  towa^ 

Vaiennes  for  the  purpofe  of  accompanying  them  hack  to 

Paris  ;  and  public  tranquillity  was  fo  well  preserved,  that 

they  entttfiA  the  Thuilleries  on  the  25th  without  Qfy 

difturbarice,  and  with  no  apparent  inconvenience  but  w 

&tigue  of  the  journey.     On  the  27th  the  commiffioiicafS 

^ted  on  the  king  and  queen  to  receive  their  declaratiotis. 

The  king  perfifted  in  the  afleition  that  he  had  made  from 

the  firil,  thstt  he  h^  no  intention  of  leavii^the  kingdom, 

and  meant  only  to  fix  at  Montmedi,  whidi  is  a  fbftified 

town,  till  the  vigour  of  government  fhoufd  in  fbmc 

meafure  be  reflored,  and  the  confHtution  fettled.    A 

hflthcr  reafon  for  preferring  this  as  the  place  of  hisrefidence, 

^^  he  added,  that  in  cafe  of  any  difturbance  on  the 

fit)ntiefs  be  xhigbt  be  ready  to  prefent  himielf  in  the  pofl 

of 
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^of  danger^  and  to  prevent  infurredion*  His  itaibns  iot 
jquitting  Paris,  he  declared  to  be  the  inlults  to  which  he 
.was  l^ble  there,  and  the  inQammatory  publications 
whidi  were  cJaily;produced,  particularly  againft  the  queen, 
^which  rendered  him  apprehcnfive  for  her  lafety  ftill  more 
.than  for  his  own  in  the  metropolis.  The  declaration  of 
,ihe  qyieenTefted  entirely  on  the  plea,  *^  that  as  the  kii^ 
had  determined  to  remove  himfelt  and  family,  it  was 
bjpofjiible  that  fhe  could  admit  the  thought  of  voluntarDy 
.parting  from  him  and  heic  children/* 

Monfieur  and  Madame,  who  had  taken  a  different  road, 
yf€Xt  piore  fuccefsful  in  effefting  their  efcapc,  and  arrived 
&fe  at  Bruflels  on  the  2  3d. 

The'neceffity  of  completing  the  febric  of  the  conftitu- 
.tion  became  now  more  than  ever  apparent,  and  the 
^Qieinbly  laboured  incei&ntly  on  the  munici[^  code  and 
thp.ojgmization  of  the  army.  In  the  mean  time  every 
procautton  was  taken  to  prefervc  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  ; 
;uid.^  decree  was  palled,  the  fubftance  of  which  was,,  that 
iiich  of  the  emigrahts  as  did  not  return  within  two  months 
fihould  be  fubjed  to  tripple  taxes  for  the  year  1  j^i. 

The  flight  of  the  king  feemed  indeed  the  fignal  bx  the 
emigrants  to  commence  their  hoilile  proceediqgp.  M - 
'Caz^s  and  (bme  others  of  the  ariftocratic  party  ient  in 
.their  refignation  ,to  the  national  aflembly ;  troops  were 
levied  on  the  frontiers  in  the  king's  name,  apd  many  of 
the  former  officers  of  the  rc^al  regiments  exerted  thenafdvcs 
to  feduce  the  foldiers  froai  their  aD^iaiKe  by  prqmifcs  of 
advancement  and  high  rewards :  their  attempts,  however^ 
were  in  general  without  fuccefs  ;  a  circumftapce  which 
fcas  not  "been  adverted  to  by  thote  who  luppofe  the  attach- 
ment oi  the  Frenclx  foldiery  to  the  revolution  to  have 
been  entirely  venaL  As  thefe  levies  were  made  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  he  thought  it  proper  formally  to  dilavow 
thetn>  which  he  did  in  a  letter  to  the  national  aflembly 
d^ted  the  jih  of  July. 

The 


FRENCH .  REVOI.UTI  ON.  f^ 

The  return  of  the  kins  appeared  to  make  little  akera- 
tion  in  the  defigns  of  thelovereigns  who  were  confedeiated 
againft  France.  Spain,  indeed,  whole  political  interefls 
were  more  diametrically  oppofite  to  a  rupture  with  France, 
renewed  on  the  occaiion  its  profeffions  of  amity.  The 
other  courts  kept  ftill  at  a  diftance,  aod  the  German 
frontier  was  crowded  with  troops,  and  every  where  enga- 
ged m  military  preparations.  He  muft  know  little  indeed 
of  public  affairs,  who  can  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  circumltanQe 
could  make  any  alterations  in  the  intentions  of  the  com- 
-bined  courts.  The  politics  of  delpots  are  always  felfifh  ; 
iiKreafc  ot  tenitory  is  ftill  their  favourite  piirfuit*  It 
would  l?e  weak  to  fuppofe  that  compaffion  for  the  etnU 
giants,  iympathy  for  the  king,  or  even  zeal  for  the  maiih. 
feaance  of  royal  authority,  would  be  motives  ftfong 
enough  to  engage  them  in  the  expences  and  difficulties  c£ 
war.  A  ftronger  incitement  muft  be  fuppofed ;  aiid 
that  could  be  no  other  than  the  difmemberment  of  France^ 
oonnefted  moft  prcbsbly  with  the  deftrudbn  and  anni- 
hilation of  the  petty  ftates  of  Germany.  Vidorious, 
Auftria  and  Pruflu  may  be  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of 
France ;  and  even  dilappointed  in  that  dbjeA,  as  the 
imaller  flates  of  Germany  will  ultimately  perhaps  be  the 
chief  theatre  of  war,  excufes  may  be  found  for  placing 
them  under  the  protedlion  of  more  powerful  empires,  aiu 
for  aggrandizing  thele  at  the  expenoe  of  their  weak  and 
indigent  hei^bours. 

France,  however,  flill  continued  in  too  united  a  ftate 
to  warrant  any  immediate  enterprife  againft  her.  Aq- 
drefles  breathing  the  ffarongeft  profeffions  of  loyalty  an^ 
attachment  to  the  conftitution  poured  in  from  eveiy 
quarter.  Foreigners  refident  in  France  feenied  foUcitogs 
of  the  honour  of  being  ckfted  among  her  citizens.  The 
€ondu&  of  the  aflembay  was  not  unwcnrthy  the  confidenoe 
which  the  nation  feemed  to  place  in  its  virtue  and  patrio* 
tifm.     Calmneis,  dignity  and  moderation  charaderized 
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^ts  proceedings  at  this  period.  In  oppo(iti<xi  to  the  vblcnt 
republicans,  the  legiflature  tenacioufly  adhered  to  its  cen- 
ftitutional  deaee  concerning  the  inviolability  of  the  king's 
peribn.  Even  the  emigrants  were  treated  with  a  d^ree 
of  indulgence ;  the  Prince  de  Conde  hiniielf,  though 
profefledly  in  a  fiate  of  war  with  this  country,  did  not 
experience  either  hafte  or  leverity  firom  the  aflembly.  M. 
Duvej^f  ier  was  lent  as  envoy  to  him  and  the  other  pri  Dces» 
to  folicit  their  return  to  the  enjoyment  of  happinds  and 
iecurity  in  the  bofom  of  their  country  ^  but  this  atubaf^ 
(ador  of  peace  was  impriioned,  and  infulted  in  the  moft 
box baious  manner. 

The  unanimity  which  prevailed  .throu^oul  France^ 
from  the  time  of  tlie  king's  return  till  bis  aoccptancc  of 
the  conftitution,  was  however  interrupted  by  afhcHt  but 
di^raceful  riot  at  Paris.  Several  efiprts  had  been  tpade 
by  ill  diipoled  perlons,  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the 
emigrantis  or  of  the  hoftile  princes,  to  diflurb  the  pul^* 
lie  tranquillity,  by  circulating  lifts  of  members  of  the 
afiembly  who  were  reported  to  be  bribed  to  betray  thcv 
truft,  and  other  iniiduous  maiucuvres.  Thpfe  .efforts 
however  all  proved  abortive  till  the  morning  of4be  ijth 
of  July,  when  the  magiftrates  were  alarmed  "by  the  report 
that  a  large  body  of  (edUtious  perfons  were  about  toraflem- 
ble  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  Uieprofefled  object  of  whom 
was  to  petition  againft  the  re-^bli(hment  of  the  king, 
a  meafurc  which  the  Jacobm  dub  liad  been  very  aftive 
to  promote.  Two  otthe  magiftrates  were  fent  to  the 
(uburb  of  St.  Antoine,  where  they  had  the  fatis&<5tion 
to  find  that  every  thing  was  quiet.  At  eleven  o'clock, 
however,  two  unfortunate  p^bns,  who  had  fecreted 
themfelves  under  the  altar  of  the  confederatbn,  were  iQur- 
dered  by  the  mob,  on  the  unfounded  fufpicion  that  th^ 
had  intended  to  blow  it  up  with  gunpowder,  Three 
municipal  officers  were  therefore  difpatched,  at  the  he^ 
^  a  batten  of  national  guards,  to  feize  the  n]|jrdencrs 

awl 
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and  difperfe  the  infurgents.  The  mob  attacked  the  na- 
tional guard,  and  one  man  had  the  audacity  to  fire  on 
M.  la  Fayette  himfelf.  The  nian  was  fcized ;  but  M.  la 
Fayette,  with  a  falfe  generolity,  permitted  him  to  efcape, 
Tlie  red  flag  was  now  dif played,  and  martial  law  pro* 
claimed.  The  national  guard  was. at  length  obliged  to 
fire  upon  the  people,  who  did  not  difperfe  till  about 
twdve  were  killed,  and  fifty  or  (ixty  wounded.  It  was 
aflcrted,  with  what  truth  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  that  foreign 

.  emiflaries  were  difcovered  among  the  populace  diftribut- 
ing  money,  and  exciting  them  to  rebellion. 

The  period  now  approached,  when  the  conflituent 
afiembly  were  to  terminate  their  labours.  .  A  committee 
Kadbeen  for  fomc  time  employed  in  compiling  and 

^  digefting  into  a  code  the  conmtutional  decrees,  and  on 
the  4th  of  Aguft  it  was  read  to  the  aflembly  by  M. 
Thouret,  and  debated  article  by  artide  on  the  following 
days.  On  the  third  of  September  it  was  prefented  to  the 
king.  He  fignified  his  acceptance  of  it  in  writing  on  the 
13th ;  and  the  foUoiving  day  he  appeared  at  the  aflembly, 

*  introdpce^  by  a  deputation  of  fixty  members,    and 

.  folemnly  confecrated  the  aflent  whidi  he  had  already 
given,  and  concluded  with  an  oath  <<  to  be  faithful  to  the 
natio^nd  to  the  law,  and  to  employ  the  powers  vefted 
in  him  for  the  maintenance  of  the  conflitution,  and  the 
due  execution  of  the  law." 

While  the  conflitutional  aft  was  in  s^tation  an  addi- 
tional decree  vps  pafled,  importing  that  no  branch  of  the 
royal  &mily  coiild  exercife  any  employment  in  the  gift 
of  tj>e  pec^e ;  and  on  the  30th  of  September  the  con- 
flituent natbnal  aflembly  terminated  an  uninterrupted 
feifcn  of  two  yean  and  four  months,  and  fpontaneoufly 
(iiflblved  itfclf. 

In  treating  of  the  different  a6ts  of  the  afl&mbly,  we 
have  freely  criticiied  fuch  parts  of  the  new  conftitution  as 
appeare^liable  to  objeftion.   One  general  error  muft  ap- 
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pear  on  the  pemfal  of  it  to  mod  readers ;  and  that  is,  the . 
extreme  weaknefe  of  the  executive  power.  Unkls  the 
agents  of  government  are  protefted  and  fupported  in  thq 
execution  of  their  fev^ral  duties,  their  operations  mud 
neccflarily  be  timid,  feeble,  and  ineflfedive.  Perhaps  the 
itnpeachment  oi  minifters,  which  is  a  moft  folenm,  a 
tnoR  important,  and  alfo  a  moft  dangerous  branch  of 
legiflative  authority,  unlefe  exercifed  with  great  difcretion^ 
ought  to  be  fubjedted  to  fuch  formalities  as  might  render 
it  difficult  upon  frivolous  pretences.  Perhaps  t&  concur- 
rence of  a  certain,  portion  of  the  Initiative  body  ought 
to  l^  required  before  an  impeachment  could  be  brot^t 
forward  or  moved  for;  fince  it  appears  that^  if  a  popular 
harangue  from  a  finale  depiagc^ue  is  fufficient  to  dilplace 
a  miniikr,  and  even  to  fubjed;  him  to  a  criminal  profe- 
cution,  thefe  offices  wiU  never  be  executed  by  men  of 
,  fpirit  and  character. 

fieiides  thole;  errors  of  legiflation  which  we  have  noted, 
the  leaders  of  the  revolution  were  guilty  of  fome  others. 
Before  the  conftituent  aflembly  diflblved  itfelf,  meafures 
ought  to  have  been  taken  for  aflemblii^  the  new  l^ifla* 
.  ture  in  fome  place  where  its  deliberations  would  have  been 
more  free  and  independent  than  they  couW  be  in  the 
fadious  metropolis  5  and  they  (hould  have  corrcded  the 
oTor  into  which  their  own  vanity  betrayed  them  of  admit- 
ting.a  numerous  and  infolent  audience  to  feat  themfelvcs 
in  the  galleries,  as  judges  of  the  debate,  which  they  fre- 
quently difturbed  by  tlieir  infolent  teftimonies  of  applaufe 
or  di(a[4)robation. 

Another  ferious  misfortune  to  France  was  the  influeiKre 
squired  by  tl>e  popular  lotieties.  7  he  Jacobin  club 
originated  &otn  a  fmaU  and  fecret  aflbciation  of  about 
forty  gentlemen  and  njen  of  letters  who  united  themfehres 
lor^  previous  to  the  ineeting  of  the  ftates-general,  for  the 
purpof^  of  cliiieminating  political  knowk^e  goiong  the 
mais  of  the  gec^..    It  was  afterwards  united  into  the 

Bretop 
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Breton  club,  at  Verlailles,  durii^  the  fkft  fcffions  of  the 
national  afleinbly ;  and  the  fociety  beooming  numerous, 
on  tlie  rentioval  of  the  king  and  aflembly  to  Paris,  it  ob- 
tained poflcflion  of  the  chapel  of  the  Jacobins  on  the  dif- 
iolution  of  the  monadic  orders.  The  popularity  which 
it  acquired  foon  rendered  il  exceedingly  numerous,  and 
this  circumflance  pointed  it  out  as  a  proper  engine  to  work 
upon  the  paffions  of  the  multitude.  From  a  very  early 
period  of  its  inflitution,  one  principal  objeft  was  to,dif-  * 
cu{s  i\ich  political  queftions  as  were  likely  to  be  agitated 
in  the  national  alTembly,  in  otder  diat  the  members  midit 
aft  in  concert,  accordii^  to  the  decifionsof  the  m^onty. 
The  plan  was  reduced  to  a  fyftem,  when  the  dub  be- 
came numerous,  and  a  regular  prefident  and  ieaetaries 
were  chofen,  aixl  it  became  a  national  aflembly  in  minia- 
ture. Befides  the  members,  an  immenfe  multitude  of 
auditors  were  admitted  into  the  galleries,  who  applauded 
or  condemned  the  fpeakers  as  ps&on  or  caprice  diftated. 
Mere  the  moft  inflammatory  declamations  wete  heard 
with  the  mo&  clamorous  teftimonies  of  approbation,  and 
every  propoiiticMi  in  the  leafl  indinir^  to  moderation  oi 
fcntiment  or  wifdom  in  political  condudt  was  reprobated 
and  condemned. ,  In  few  words,  it  became  ultimatdy  the 
mere  vchide  of  faftion,  where,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe  m 
(ucb  inflanca,  the  word  men  and  the  worfl  meafures . 
were  cotnmonly  triumphant.  Fraternal  focieties  (ac- 
cordii^  to  the  barbarous  jaigon,  which  was  adopted  as 
the  language  of  anarchy)  were  inftitutsed  in  all  the  conii* 
deraUe  towns  in  the  kingdom ;  and  the  only  objedb  of 
emulation  in  thefe  nefb  of  political  hornets  fecmed  to  be, 
which  fhotdd  aft  moft  unwiiely  said  leafl:  fot  the  public 
benefit. 

In  imitation  of  the  Jacobins,  feveral  other  focieties. 
vere  initituted  for  the  ourpofe  of  political  difeuffion ; 
iDd  thus,  independent  or  the  pervtrfion  of  fentiment,  an 
Ktolerable  vfmc  of  time  was  occafiooed  to  the  lower  daf- 
Ra  fes 
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Sss  of  (bckty.  It  (hould  have  been  one  of  the  great  ot> 
je£ts  of  the  national  aflembly  to  diifolve  or  Feftrain  thefe 
&Aious  afiemblages,  and  to  reftore  the  nation,  from  that 
political  delirium,  in  which  lo  great  a  revolution  muft 
necefl&rily  involve  them,  to  the  fober  patlis  of  induilr)*, 
economy,  and  prpper  fubordination. 


CHAP.     VI. 

Charadcr  of  the  Icgiflative  aflembly— The  meeting 'of  that  body 
—Indications  of  faction — Threatening  appearances — Conven- 
tion of  Pilnitz — Concert  of  princes — Decree  concerning  the 

.  king's  brothers — Anfwers  from  foreign  courts—  League  formed 
in  the  north — Decree  aeainft  the  emigrants — Exercife  of  the 
rovnl  veto — Intrigues  of  the  republican  fadion — Imprudence 
of  the  emigrants — Troubles  in  St.  Domingo  —  Non-jurii>g 
priefts— Decrees  againfl  them — Second  interpofition  of  the 
veto—  King's  fpeech  on  the  ftate  of  foreign  affiiirs*— Pctioo 
debited  mayor  of  Paris — Chibof  Feuillans— Seditious  proceed- 
ings of  ihe  Jacobins— Deiigns  of  Leopold — State  of  tlie  French 
finances— Troubles  in  tlie  colonies— Ho ftilc  appearances- 
Impeachment  of  minifters — Death  of  the  Emperor — His  cht* 
radter^Triumph  of  the  Jacobins — New  miniray— Dun^ouri* 
— Decree  of  lequeftration  againlt  the  emigranu. 


w. 


ITH  the  conftituent  aflembly  the  fun  of  Frercli 
liberty  (et.  With  it  the  wiidom,  the  rhoderatioD,  and 
the  dignity  of  the  nation  was  diflolved.  That  fatal  decire 
which  deprived  the  country  of  all  the  afljftance  wliich 
might  be  derived  from  the  exertion  of  the  mod  bnlliani 
talents  matured  by  experience,  placed  in  their  feats  men 
incapable  either  from  want  of  principle  or  of  ability  to 
exercile  the  (acred  and  important  fundion  of  l^flaton. 
The  new  aflembly  confifted  chiefly  of  country  gentlemen, 
whofe  inexperience  in  political  affairs  rendered  tl>em 
inconipetent  to  a£t  for  themlelves,  and  made  them  the 

paffivx 
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p^ve  dupes  of  a  party,  which,  thou^  hot  numerouSy 
compcnfated  for  this  defeft  by  its  aftivity  and  boldnefi. 
This  faftion  confided  of  men  of  letters,  but  not  of  the 
higheft  nink  of  literature.  The  editors  of  ncwfpapers, 
and  the  publilhers  of  periodical  libels,  were,  by  the  fingu* 
hr  change  in  the  affairs  cf  France,  elevated  to  the  rank  of 
ienators,  and  foon  aflumed  to  themfelves  the  authority  of 
lovereigns.  Even  of  this  feftion,  however,  it  would  be 
'  uncandid  in  the  extreme,  to  confider  all  the  members  as 
equally  unprincipled.  The  great  majority  of  them  were 
decided  republicans;  but  fome  were  mere  cnthufiafls  in 
this  fyffem,  while  the  obje6f  of  others  was  undoubtedly 
to  gratify  their 'private  ambition,  or  to  (atiate  their  private 
revenge.  In  this  point,  however,  they  were  aU  agreed^ 
that  no  government  but  a  pure  democracy  was  ad^ted  to 
the  condition  of  free  men,  and  that  France  could  never 
be  happy  and  flourfhing  till  every  veflige  of  monarchy 
was  finally  obliterated.  This  point  they  determined  to 
♦enforce,  and  few  of  them,  we  fear,  hefitated  ^with  refpeft 
to  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  accomplifhed. 

There  is  fbmething  in  true  religion  which  foftens  the 
ferocious  paflHons  of  man ;  it  can  arreft  the  liand  of  the 
aflaffin,  it  can  whi(per  peace  to  the  perturbed  fpirit.  It 
rgeds  the  attainment  of  its  end  by  unlawful  means,  and 
follows  rather  the  diftates  ot  confcience,  and  immediate 
duty,  than  the  mofl  fplendid  vifions  which*  the  imagina- 
tion may  form  of  dUlant  perfeftion.  This  only  lafe- 
guard  of  moral  principle  the  republican  philofophers  of 
France  unfbrtunatcly  wanted ;  they  were  even  bigots  in 
"^lity ;  the  throne  and  the  altar  were  equally  obnoxious 
to  them;  and  niany  of  the  excefles  into  which  they 
Pjungcd,  may  be  more  properly  attributed  to  their  irreli^ 
gious  prtjudices  than  to  any  other  caufe. 

Such  were  the  general  outline  ^f  the  firfl  legiilatlve 

aflembly,  as  it  was  called,  though  we  mufl  except  firom 

ttnfurc  lome  refpeftablc  and  independent  chanuaere,  who 
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|aU  {MK^erly  uodcr  neither  of  the  dafies  which  we  ha?c 
defcribed.  The  afletnbly  met  on  the  ift  of  Odlobcr, 
^tfid  the  following. day  proceeded  to  the  verification  of 
their  powers.  On  the  3d  M.  Paftoret  was  ele&ed  p«e£- 
dent,  and  M.  M.  Francois,  Ganron  de  Coulon,  Cerutti, 
Lacepede,  and  Guyton-Morveau,  wereprodaicned fecre- 
taries.  On  th^  fourth  all.  the  memben»  of  the  afiemblj 
Iblemnly  took  the  conilitutional  oath  in  the  foUdwing 
tei'His : 

"  I  fwear  to  maintain  to  tlie  ^tmoft  of  my  power,  the 
conftitution  of  ttie  kingdom,  decreed  by  the  oonfiitueot 
national  aflembly  in  tlie  years  1789,  179b,  and  1791 ; 
and  neither  to  prop^>(e  nor  confent  to  ahy  thing,  durii^ 
the  continuance  of  this  l^ilature,  which  may  be  injun- 
Cius  or  contrary  to  it ;  and  to  be  in  every  thii^  &ttbfi4 
to  the  (nation,  the  law,  and  the  king.f 

A  deputation  of  the  members  was  at  the  lame  time 
ai^pointod  to  wait  upon  the  king,  to  acquaint  his  majefty 
that  the  afiiembly  was  finally  conftituted. 

The  fpirit  with  whidi  the  future  delibetations  of  this 
ailembly  were  to  be  condu6led,  foon  began  to  maDifcft 
itfelf.  On  the  return  of  the  deputation  to  the  aflembly 
on  the  5th,  the  reporter  having  (tated  that  the  king  had 
informed  them  by  the  minifler  of  juftice,  that  be  would 
receive  the  deputation  at  niiie  o'clock,  one  of  the  Kpdch 
lican  members  adverted  to  a  decree  in  the  month  of 
July  1789,  whic^  ena&ed  that  the  ailembly  and  its 
deputies  ihould  correfpond  dire^ly  w:ith  the  kic^  and 
not  through  th<p  medium  of  tlie  minifters:  that  deaee 
was  theretoie  re-enaded,  and  enforced,  with  peculiar 
vigour^ 

The  king  having  announced  that  lie  would  Kpair  to 
"the  aflembly  on  Friday  the  12th,  it  was  next  debated  in 
what  manner  he  fhoukJ  be  received.  In  the  decree  that 
followed  this  dcl:)ate,  the  <iiean  and  trifling  fpirit  by  which 
the  aflembly  was  afterwards  to  be  actuated,  was  ckarly 
\'    "  .        evinced. 
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cnnced.  The  moment  the  kit^  entered  the  kflembly 
the  mcmbetswere^to  rife  and  be  uncdvered;  but  as  (oon 
as  he  arrived  at  the  bar,  they  VftXc  to  fit  down  and  cover 
themfdves.  The  king  was  to  be  (eated  on  the  le/l  of 
the  prefident)  not  on  ah  elevated  throne,  but  on  a  (imi- 
lar  feat  to  that  of  the  prefident.  Thefe  petty  indignities 
were  as  impolitic  as  they  were  undeferved,  and  were 
ii^confiftent  with  magnanimity,  and  utterly  unbecoming 
a  great  nation. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  king  on  the  7th,  feveral 
depatatioas  appeared  at  the.  bar,  among  the  reft,  one 
from  the  commons  of  Paris,  which  renewed  their  protef- 
Nations  to  maintain  the  conftitution  inviolate;  the  king 
aUo  lent  written  notice,  that  he  had  appointed  M. 
Bertrand  to  be  the  ilaval  minifter,  in  the  room  df  M« 
Thevenanl 

Notwithftanding  the  jealoufy  which  had  been  mani- 
fefted  by  the  aflembly  on  the  5th,  and  the  deiire  which 
they  had  fince  (hewn  of  degrading  the  r^al  dignity,  yet 
the  firft  meeting  between  the  lung  and  the  l^flature  was 
coidial.  The  excellent  temper  of  Lpub  did  not  permit 
him  to  retain  refentment,  and  the  courtefy  and  affability  . 
with  which  he  entered  die  hall,  rendered  the  moft  inve* 
terafe  rqniblican  refpedfuL  The  kinj^  addrellbd  the 
aflembly  in  i  judicious  and  patriotic  oration.  He  pointed 
out  briefly  to  them  the  nature  of  the  duties  they  had 
udertaken  to  perfonti,  and  recommended  (ome  obje(5ti 
B  requiring  inftant  attention.  The  ftate  of  the  finances, 
he  c^ferv^,  was  luch  as  required  ftrong  and  fpeedy 
Upenion  to  eftablilh  an  equilibrium  between  the  receipt 
and  the  expenditure;  to  accelerate  the  afleflment  and  . 
coleftion  of  taxes,  and  to  ifitroduoe  an  invariable  order 
into  all  the  departments  of  this  immenfe  adminiftration. 
The  reviflon  of  the  civil  code  was  alfo  an  objeft  which 
he  recommended  to  their  care;  and  the  fimpiifying  the 
mode  of  proceeding  fo  as  to  render  the  attainment  of 
iuftice  more  ^y  and  more  prompt. 
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He  proceed  to  enlaige  on  the  neoeffify  of  a  fyftem 
of  national  education ;  on  the  ommization  of  the  ani]y» 
and  the  propriety  of  reflorii^  orcfer  and  di(c^)line.  He 
reierved  himlclf  to  a  future  occaiion  for  the  communica- 
tion of  his  fentiments  concerning  the  navy.  He  flated 
his  hopes  that  the  nation  would  not  be  troubled  by  any 
attack  fix>m  abroad;  recommended,  in  a  (lyle  of  paternal 
re^d,^  iinanimity  and  unalterable  confidence  between 
the  two  great  branches  of  government,  the  kgiflative 
and  executive  powers  as  he  pointedly  remarked  that  the 
enemies  to  the  profperity  of  the  country  were  continually 
labourii^  to  difunite  them. 

The  fpeech  of  the  king  was  received  with  unbounded 
applaules,  and  the  prefident  replied  in  terms  of  confidence 
and  refped.  He  complimented  the  kit^  on  his  appear- 
ance among  the  reprelentatives  of  the  nation,  which  he 
termed  a  new  engagement  with  the  country.  He 
obierved  that  the  conflitution,  fb  far  from  diminifhing 
the  real  power  of  the  king,  liad  only  placed  it  on  the 
firmeil  foundation ;  it  had  converted  thofe  into  friends, 
who  bad  formerly  been  termed  fubje&s;  and  had  made 
him  the  firfl  monarch  in  the  world.  He  concluded  with 
expreffing  the  wifh  of  the  aflembly  to  co-operate  with 
the  benevolent  views  of  the  king,  to  purify  the  bufineis 
of  l^ifladon,  to  re-animate  public  credit,  to  repreis 
anarchy.  ,  **  Such,  iGre,"  iaid  he,  ^  is  our  duty,  fuch  are 
our  earnefl  wifhes,  fuch  are  yours ;  fuch  are  our  hopes, 
the  gratitude  and  bleffings  of  the  peqple  will  be  our 
reward." 

It  would  have  been  a  circumflance  truly  fortunate  for . 
France  if  thefe  fentiments  had  been  (incere,  or  if  this 
harmony  had  continued  unbr^en;  but  it  was  not 
picrcly  the  republican  ardour  of  the  new  kgiflatois, 
which  revived  the  jealoufy  between  the  executive  arid 
Icgiflative  powers ;  a  ftill  more  potent  caufc  cxifted  exter- 
nally to  wjiich  we  h^ve  already  thcu^  ilightly  alluded. 

The 
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Ihc  boftile  pitpaiations  of  the  emperor  and  the  conti- 
nental powers ;  the  vcU  of  feaecy,  which  they  caft  over 
their  proceedings ;  the  vague  and  obicuie  tertns  in  which 
they  expitfied  themfelves,  compared  with  the  open 
boafis  and  tlie  imprudent  and  intemperate  declarations  61 
the  emigrant  princes  and  nobilityj  contributed  to  excite 
in  the  n\inds  of  the. people  a  variety  of  fufpicions,  in 
which  all  the  perfons  conneded  with  the  court  were 
occaiionally  involved. 

To  unravel  more  explicitly  the  caufe  of  thefe  iatal 
jealoufies,  and  in  reality  of  all  the  unfortunate  circum^ 
ilances  which  afterwanjs  alHided  this  unliappy  and  dif- 
tra£ted  country,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  have  a  iietro(pe£k 
to  a  tnmladion  which  occuired  ibme  months  previous  to 
the  period  of  which  we  are  now  treating,  but  which  was 
then  faintly  knoyirn  by  the  vague  infinuation  of  rumour, 
or  by  the  unconneAed  intimations  of  (bme  whofe  infor- 
mation appears  to  have  been  rather  founded  upon  con- 
jetturc  than  upon  competent  evidence. 

.The  meetings  of  great  and  powerful  princes,  like  the 
CQDJunftions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  have  generally  been 
confidered  as  ominous  to  the  peace  and  happinels  ct  the 
world.  Towards  the  dole  of  the  fummerof  1791,  an 
extraordinary  convention  of  this  kind  took  place  at  Pilnitz 
in  Saxony,  between  the  emperor  Leopold  and  the  pre-^ 
&nt  king  cf  Pruffia,  between  whom  as  principals  a  treaty 
was  formed,  to  which  other  powers  are  fuppofed  to  have 
afterwards  acceded.  The  profeflcd  objed  of  this  treaty 
was  (ufficiently  profligate  and  atrocious.  It  was  the  hoi- 
tile  invafion  of  France  and  the  new  modellit^  of  its 
government.  In  his  circular  letter  from  Pavia  of  the  6th 
of  July,  the  emperor  had  avowed  a  fimilar  intention,  and  • 
haa  invited  the  princes  of  Europe  to  co-operate  with 
him '  in  a  refifbance  to  thofe  principles  fo  obnoxious  to 
arbitrary  authority,  which  bad  pervaded  France,  and 
which  threatened  to  extend  over  the  wl^ole  face  o^ 

Europe. 
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Europe.  The  league  of  Pilnitz»  hpwever,  in  which  the 
€inpce&  of  Ru0ia  »  alio  to  be  confiderod  as  principally 
cofX3Bmed,  is  generally  iiippoied  to  have  had  more  exten^ 
five  views,  and  to  have  involved  projefts  ftill  more  ofien- 
five,  if  poflible,  to  the  didbates  of  juftice,  and  to  the 
peace  of  Europe.  The  partition  of  France,  as  well  as 
of  Poland,  or  at  leaft  of  a  confiderabk  portion  dE  the 
territories  of  both,  among  the  confederated  powers,  and  a 
new  modelling  of  the  Germanic  circles,  are  flTongly  (uT- 
pe^ed  to  have  been  the  real  principles  upon  which  th'is 
infamous  oompa6t  was  founded.  Dark  and  liiyfberious 
aa  the  oondud  of  the  allied  courts  has  been,  relative  to 
the  fubftance  of  the  conference,  the  in^rudence  of  fbme 
of  the  inferior  agents  has  dropped  occafional  intimaticxis 
which  can  leave  little  doubt  of  the  criminality  of  their 
4efigns^« 

Confidering, 

*  The  folfowing  paper,  which  has  fince  beeii  made  public, 
will  fervc  to  unveil  this  myftcry  of  iniquity^  and  cannot  he  read 
without  indignation  by  any  nriend  of  liberty  and  juftice :    • 

Partition  Treaty  between  the  courts  in  concert,  concluded  and 

fignednt  PaTia,  in  the  month  of  July,  179s. 

^  His  majefty  the  emperor  will  retake  all  that  I^uis  XIV.  con<» 
quered  in  the  Auflrian  Netherlands ;  and  uniting  thefe  provinces 
to  the  faid  Netherlands,  will' give  them  to  his  Tefene  highnefs  the 
elector  palatiAe,  io  that  thefe  new  poiTeffions,  added^to  the  pala* 
tkiate,  may  hereafter  have  the  name  of  Auftrafia. 

**  His  majefty  the  emperor  will  prefcrwc,  for  ever,  the  propertjr 
dnd  pofleffion  of  Bavaria,  to  make  in  future  an  indivifible  mais 
With  the.  domains  and  hereditary  pofleflions  ot  the  houfe  of 
Auftria. 

^^  Her  ferene  highheis  the  arcbduchefs  Maria-Chrifliana  fiiall 
be,  ccnjointl]^  with  his  ferene  hiehnefs  her  nephew,  the  archduke 
Charles,  put  into  hereditary  poflcflion  of  the  duchy  of  Lorraine. 

*•  Alface  fliall  be  reftbred  to  the  empire ;  and  the  bifliop  of 
Strafburgh,  as  well  as  the  chapter,  Ihall  r^over  their  ancient 
privileges;  and  the  ecclefiaftical  fovereigns  of  Germany  (hail  do 
the  fame. 

*•  If  the  SwiS  cantons  confe^t  and  accede  ^o  the  coalition,  it 
luay  be  propofed  to  them  to  annex  to  the  Helvetic  Icagdc  the 

-  bifliopiic 
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Confidering,  however,  the^convention  of  PSnitz  ia  the< 
moft  favourable  point  of  view,  and  accepting  the  expla^ 

nation 

bifliopric  of  l^orenrrui,  the  defiles  of  Franchc-Comte,.  and.  even 
thofe  of  Tyrol,  with  the  neighbouring  bailliwiclcs,  aa  well  as  th» 
territory  of  Vcrioy,  which  interfe^  the  Pays  de  Vaud. 

^  Should  his  majeily  the  kino  of  Sardinia  fubfcribe  to  the 
coalition,  la  BrelTe,  le  Pugey,  and  the  Pays  de  Gex,  ufurped  by 
France  from  Savoy,  (hall  be  relbored  fo  him. 

*^  In  cafe  hia  Sardinian  majefty  can  make  a  grand  diverfion,  ht 
(liall  be  fuiered  to  take  Dauphiny,  to  belong  to  iiim  for  ever,  aa 
the  neareft  defcendants  of  Che  ancient  dauphins* 

**  His  majefiy  the  king  of  Spain  ihall  have  Rou/fillon  zni 
Bearn,  with  the  iiland  of  Corfica;  and  he  ihall  take  pofTefCon  of 
the  French  part  of  St.  Dotningo. 

"  Her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  RufEas  ihall  ^ke  upon 
herftlf  the  invafion  of  Poland,  and  at  the  fame  time  retain  Kami- 
Dteck,  with  that  part  of  Padolia  which  borders  on  Moldavia. 

**  His  majeily  the  emperor  fiiall  obliee  the  Porte  to  give  up 
Choczhn,  as  well  as  the  fmall  forts  of  Servki  and  thofe  on  the 
river  Lurna. 

*'  His  majefiy  the  king  of  Pruflia,  by  means  of  the  above- 
mentioned  invanon  of  all  the  Ruflias  into  Poland,  ihall  make  an 
acqnifition  of  Thorn  and  Dantzic,  and  there  unite  the  Palatinate 
on  the  eaft  to  the  confines  of  Silefia. 

'*  His  majefiy  the  king*of  Frulfia  ihall  befides  acquire  Luiace, 
and  his  ferene  highnefs  the  eledor  of  Saxony  ihall  in  exchahge 
receive  the  reil  of  Poland,  and  occupy  the  throne  as  hereditary 
fovereign. 

^  His  majefir  the  prefi-nt  king  of  Poland  ihall  abdicate  the 
throne,  on  receiving  a  fuitable  annuity. 

*'Hi8  royal  highnefs  the  ele6lor  of  Saxony  ihall  give  his 
daughter  in  marriage  to  his  ferene  highnefs,  the  youngeft  fon  ot 
bis  royal  highnefs  the  grand  duke  of  all  the  Rufiiss,  who  will  be 
the  iather  of  the  hoieottary  kings  of  Poland  and  Lithuania* 

(Signed) 
"  Leopold 
**  Prince  Nassav, 
*'  Count  Florida Blanca, 
**  Bischoffswerder/' 

^*  The  king  of  Endand  is  faid  to  have  acceded  to  this  treaty 
in  March  1 79a.  And  Holland  to  have  acceded  afterwards,  pro- 
vided the  arrangements  rsfpediog  their  limits  with  his  imperial 
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nation  of  its  cxprcfe  framers,  the  proceeding  is  fufficicntly 
iinjuft  and  abfurd  to  warrant  the  moft  unqualified  cen« 
fuie.  If  any  thing  on  earth  is  facred,  it  is  the  domeftic 
oeconomy  of  both  nations  and  individuak.  In  private 
iiie  the  iniquity,  of  inteifering  in  a  hoftile  oianner  in  the 
internal  (late  or  houfhold  concerns  of  a  neighbour,  is  fel( 
and  acknowledged  by  all  mankind.  Are  then  the  rights 
of  nations  to  be  accounted  lefs  facred  than  thole  of  private 
citizens  f  Are  the  lives  of  millions,  who  mud  fall  on  both 
fides  in  fuch  a  conteft,  of  le(s  confequence  than  the  pro- 
perty or  anxiety  of  individuals  ?  But  this  b  dot  the  worft  j 
the  principle/if  one  admitted,  is  fubverfivc  of  every  right, 
and  neceffanly  fanQions  every  aime  that  can  be  commit- 
ted a^inft  (ociety.  It  fan<ftions  robbery  and  murder. 
In  this  view,  the  conquefh  of  Alexander  and  of  Maho- 
met were  a£b  of  virtue ;  it  was  criminal  to  refift  the 
ambitious  projedts  of  Louis  XIV;  and  (hould  the  emprefi 
of  vRuflia,  at  any  future  period,  difcover  any  thing  to  be 
new  modelled  in  the  laws  or  conftitution  of  Great  Britain, 
we  are  bound  to  receive  her  barbarous  legions,  not  as 
enemies  or  invaders,  but  as  philofophic  friends,  who  arc 
only  come  to  make  improvements  in  our  condition,  and 
benevolently  to  prefent  us  with  that  mofl  ineflimable  of 
bleflii^  a  defpotic  government.' 

France,  at  the  moment  when  this  royal  banditti  were 
plotting  againft  her  peace,  might  be  (aid  literally  to  be  in 
a  (late  of  internal  tranquillity,  Tijere  exifled  parties  in 
the  nation,  it  is  true;  as  muft  exift  in  every  country 
which  is  newly  agitated  with  the  fpirit  6f  freedom :  a  laigc 
portion  of  her  citizens  might  indeed*  be  defirous  of  a  re- 
publican government ;   but  a  ftill  larger  portion  were 

tnajedy  ihould  be  made  according  to  the  deiire  of  the  Dutch 
republic  before  the  partion. 

**  S|>ain  renounced  it  when  count  d*Aranda  came  into  office 
as  riinifter,  giving  a/Turancts,  however,  of  the  ftrideft  aeutra- 
lity.*' 

attached 
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attached  to  their  king,  and  contented  with  the  conftitU'^ 
tion  .which  was  then  eilablifhed.  If  thefe  contraAing 
powers  were  really  well-wi(hers  to  the  unfortunate  Louis» 
tbey  (hould  have  confidered  that  plots  and  cbnfpiracim 
only  profper  in  times  of  tuaiult  and  confijiion ;  that  the 
bad  citizens  have  need  ot  war,  of  internal  and  external^ 
(^fftrei^  toaccomplilh  their  purpofes;  that  wesd^ened  as 
^e  executive  power  was  by  the  new  conftitution,  it  is  in 
times  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  it  is  when  the  peof^  fed 
themielves  happy,  protpeious,  and  indolent,  that  the 
monaidiial  authority  recovers  its  fway ;  and  that  there  (till 
Femainsd  an  in^menfe  civil  lift,  and  a  ooniiderable  patn> 
uage,  which  aiSbided  a  profped  of  influen(;:e  .to  the 
monarch. 

But  we  cannot,  in  juftic^,  attribute  the  condud  of 
thefe  powers  to  any  principle  of  benevolence,  generefity, 
or  humanity.  The  man  who  fets  no  value  on  the  lives 
or  the  happinefs  of  his  own  fubjeds,  but  will  iquander 
them  even  to  achieve  a  ikgfet  of  lofl  authority,  or  any 
temporal  advantage  for  an  individual,  cannot  be  endued 
with  any  (hare  cf  accuracy  in  moral  arithmetic,  cannot 
have  the  moft  liberal  notions  of  \nrtue,  cannot  be  (ijppo(ed 
to  aft  upon  the  broadeft  and  moll  rational  principles. 
Befides,  if  we  obferve  the  condud  of  thde  princes  with 
lefpeft  to  Poland,  it  will  afford  the  &ireft  comment  on 
their  motiv«^ith  lefpcft  to  Fiance.  It  was  not  the 
caufe  of  Louis,  it  was  not  entirely  the  caufe  of  kii^  that 
influenced  their  determinations.  They  felt  almofl;  at 
little  for  Louis,  as  for  his  fubjeds ;  for  if  indeed  they  had 
prop^ly  eftimated  the  probable  confequences,  they  muil 
have  foiefeen  that  thefe  meafures  could  only  opoate  to 
his.de(fafu£rion,  however  un&vourably  the  contdft  mi^t 
terminate  for  the  French  revolution.  He  mud  be  over-- 
whelmed  in  the  ftorm  whatever  party  might  prevail  i  but 
tlifit  was  a  matter  of  fmall  concern  when  put  in  competi^ 
tjion  with  the  private  views  and  ambitioui  pcojeds  di, 
^trary  princes. 

The 
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The  cotivention  of  Pilnitz,  as  we  have  intimated,  was 
net  unknown  in  Finixr,  though  the  hiU  extent  of  the 
tenns  and  conditions  c^  the  treaty  was  but  imperfedly 
und^ood.  Itwas  impoffiUe  then  in  the  nature  of  thii^ 
that  it  could  be  known>  that  a  concert  of  princes  was 
formed  for  the  exprels  purpofe  of  invading  the  country, 
of  overturning  the  conftitution,  of  rc-eftabli(hing  defpotic 
auth(xity,  aiid  that  the  minds  of  the  people  ihould  not 
be  agitated  with  fears  and  with  (uipicions*  It  was  next 
to  impoflible,  that  a  part  of  thele  fufpicions  Ihould  not 
bH  upon  the  court.  The  aueen  in  particular  had  never 
been  popular,  and  even  fince  the  revoI^tk)n,  candour 
obliges*  ut  to  confefe,  that  upon  the  bed  inquiry  we  do 
not  find  her  conduft  to  have  .been  guarded  with  that 
ftridlne&  of  prudence  and  referve  which  the  circumftanccs 
of  the  times  required.  The  fatal  flight  of  the  king  codd 
not  be  eradicated  flrom  the  rpiiids  of  the  people,  and  the 
imprudent  proclamation  ci  Bouille  could  not  be  recdiec- 
ted  without  refentment  and  apprehenfion.  The  itpslb' 
lican  party,  and  the  enemies  of  onder  and  government, 
eagerfy  took  advant^e  of  theft  drcumftances ;  the  atro- 
city dH  the  monaichiad  combination  was  magnified,  and' 
the  whole  was  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  court  and  of 
Louis.  The  fifft  movements  of  difiatisbfbioa  were 
diie&ed  againft  the  minifters,  and  to  unCettle  and  difmifs 
the  iervants  of  thefbte  in  nipid  fucceflion,  was  the  tno(k 
GOtain  means  of  diTorgaoizing  the  goveoiment. 

Such  we  apprehend  to  have  b&en  nearly  the  ftate  of^ 
parties,  at  the  peiiod  of  which  we  arc  now  treating. 

The  perturbed  ilate  of  the  public  mind  vvas  mariifefted 
in  the  adtembly  even  to  early  as  in  the  evening  (cfiibn  of 
ttie  8tb  of  October,  when  the  minifters  were  introduced 
into  the<iflembly  to  render  an  account  ci  their  proceeds 
ingd.  On  M.  Montmorin  being  queflioned  with  refpeifb 
to  the  interoourfe  msuntained  with  fondgn  powers,  hef 
replied  tb«t:  the  interoDuxfe  with  other  nations  had  ceafid! 

durii^ 
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during  the  fuipenfion  of  the  royal  authority,  aod  bad 
only  reconunenced  froin  the  kiog^s  acceptance  of  the. 
conftitution.  "  I  move,"  {aid  M.  Laaoix,  >yith  that 
impetuofity  which  diillnguilhcs  the  nation,  *<  that  the 
xninilter  for  foreign  atfairs  be  obliged  to  anfwer  more 
pointedly.  However  the  royal  fundion^  may  have  beea 
(ufpended,  liave  we  ceaied  to  maintw)  ambafladers  at 
thde  courts  ?  Theie  ambafladors  muft  have  been  acquam- 
ted  with  wliatevcr  occurs  at  their  refpedive  courts,  and 
they  ought  to  have  informed  the  minifler." — ",  It  is 
this  coneipondence,  added  he,  which  I  wilh  to  be  laid 
open/'  After  fome  altercation,  a  ierici  of  intenog^oriesr 
was  put  to  M.  Montmorin,  and  the  fubftance  o^  hia 
replies  went  to  eftablifh  his  former  propofitioo,  that  the 
intercourie  with  foreign  courts  haying  ceafed  for  a  time 
he  had  nothing  ofEci^  or  iatisfa&ory  to  produce  on  that, 
fubjed;  that  the  correfpondence  aUuded  to  contained 
nothing  but  vague  and  unfiipported  rumours,  which  it 
would  be  even  dangerous  to  reveal ;  and  that  when  any 
thing  of  certainty  occurred,  he  would  not  &il  to  commu- 
nicaieit. 

The  fubje£t  was  renewed  on  the  fucceedii^  day,  and  a 
decree  vm  paiTed,  ordering  that  the  minifleYs  (hould  be 
obliged  to  ii^orm  the  aifembly  concerning  the  date  and 
arms  of  the  national  guards  deftined  for  the  firontiers  ; 
concemii^  the  motives  for  retarding  the  national  Gendar* 
merie ;  Concerning  the  ne^eft  in  replacing  thofe  officers 
in  the  troops  of  the  line,  who  had  deierted  their  corps  -, 
concerning  the  delay  in  fending  arms  to  the  departments 
of  the  H^e-Loire,  the  Haut-Vienne,  the  Haut-RhiHf 
&c« ;  concerning  the  ibwneis  of  the  reoruiting  fervice;^ 
the  want  of  pcovifioos  in  the  fixHitier  places,  and  the  ncg- 
left  injproviding  arm^  &c.  On  the  11th  the  miniftejc 
at  war  re^d  a  long  nnfAoire  on  the  actual  flate  of  his 
department,  and  he  cleared  up  the  doubtful  points  (b 
much  to  the  fatisb£tion  of  the  aflembly  that  ha  memoiic 
was  ocdeffd  to  be  printed 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  emigrants  ftill  contmued  to 
aflcmble  in  confiderable  bodies  upon  the  frontiers,  and 
the  brothers  of  thp  king  to  ifiiie  hoftilc  proclamations. 
1%  became  neccflary  therefore  to  puri'ue  more  vigorous 
rijeafures,  and  to  take  fome  immediate  fteps  to  repel  the 
approaching  danger.  The  firft  mealure  whidi  tlie  affembly 
thought  proper  to  employ  on  this  occafion  refpeftcd  the 
right  of  Monfieur  to  the  vegtnc)%  in  cafe  of  the  death  of 
the  king;  and,  after  iomt  deliberation,  the  aflembly  paffed 
a  decree  nearly  in  the  folldwirg  terms : 

"  The  national  aflTeiiibly,  confiderng  that  Louis  Stanif- 
laus  Xavier,  French  prince,  being  the  next  in  fiicceffion 
to  the  regency,  is  abfent  from  the  kingdom — In  virtue 
of  an  article  in  the  fecond  (eftion  of  the  French  confti- 
tution,  decrees  that  the  faid  Louis  Staniflaus  Xavcr, 
French  prince,  is  required  to  return  to  the  -kingdom 
within  the  fpace  of  two  months  firom  the  day  in  which 
the  proclamation  of  the  legiflativc  body  (hall  have  been 
publiftied  in  Paris. 

"In  cafe  the  faid  L.  S.  Xaver,  French  prince,  (hall 
fail  to  return  to  the  kingdom  within  the  period  above 
fignified,  he  (hall  then  be  deemed  to  have  forfeited  his 
right  to  the  regenqs  in  virtue  of  the  fecond  article  of  the 
conffitutional  ad.  The  aflembly  further  decrees,  that, 
conformably  to  the  deaee  of  the  gpth  of  thfs  month 
(Odober),  a  proclamation  to  this  effcd  (hall  be  printed, 
affixed,  and  publifhed,  within  tliree  days  in  the  city  of 
Paris,  and  that  the  executive  power  (hall  notify  the  fame 
to  the  aflembly  within  the  three  followipg  days." 

On  the  day  on  which  this  decree  was  pafled,  the  public 
mind  was  greatly  relieved  by  the  report  di  M.  Montmorin, 
the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs. — It  Rated,  at  large,  the 
reafons  which  induced  him  to  hope  for  a  continxaancc  of 
the  general  tranquillity,  and  contained  the  anfwers  of  the 
feveral  courts  to  the  general  notification  from  the  kix^  of 
his  acceptance  of  the  new  conftitutioa.   The  leplks  from 

even 
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ev^n  the  tiioft  hoftile  of  the  combined  powers  Weitf  ia 
flattering  terms  1  the  emperor  and  the  kir^  of  Pruffia  hi 
particular  gave  the  moft  lavilh  aflurancesoftheiramicabie 
intentions  $  and  the  eledor  of  Mentz  alone  had  the 
honefty  to  avow  hb  diiappiobati(»i  of  the  ftate  c^  affidr» 
in  France. 

The  n\inifter  then  dated  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
king  with  reipeA  to  the  countenance  given  to  the  emi-^ 
grants  by  foreign  powers.  Tiie  Auftrian  Netherlands 
principally  ^ttraded  attention ;  and,  on  application  to  the 
emperor,  the  moft  peremptory  orckrs  he  faid  had  bees 
given,  to  prevent  them  from  collefting  in.  too  great 
numbers  m  any  one  place^  from  appearing  in  military 
array,  or  bong  fupplied  with  any  of  the  implements  oi 
war. 

Such  were  the  profeffions  of  kit^  and  cxmrtier^^  whSei  - 
ibme  oi  them,  at  the  very  moment,  wele  pur  uii%  tb^ 
moft  hoftile  meaiures,  and  adually  ihidying  to  find  excu- 
fes  for  C(Hnmencing  a  war ;  while  the  league  of  Pilnitz 
^exifted  in  its  full  vigoiff;  and  while  the  difaffefted  French- 
men weie  privately  encours^  by  the  emperor,  the  king 
of  Pruflia,  and  their  adherents,  to  afleml:^  in  formidable 
bodies  on  the  frontiers,  and  to  form  the  moft  £ital 
arrangements. 

Notwithftandii^  this  was  the  adual  ftate  o(  affairs,  the 
crafty  Leopold,  imprefFed  perhaps  with  fome  degree  of 
appiebenfion,  from  the  fpirit  and  enthufiafm  mantfefted 
by  the  Frendi  nation^  or  coniGdering  the  plot  as  not  yet 
matured  for  execJution,  ftiU  continued  to  temporize. 
Agraably  to  the  intimation  of  the minifter,  he ilTued  a. 
proclamation,  forbidding  the  emigrants  to  aflemble  in 
warKke  array  m  the  AiSxian  Netherlands ;  to  prohibit 
their  appearing  in  military  uniforms,  their  engaging 
recruits,  and  ftiU  more  their  encouraging  deferters  mm 
the  French  troops.  How  far  this  proclamation  was  com- 
plied with,  in  the  fpirit  as  well  as  in  the  letter,  the  fucceed- 
ins  events  fufiiciently  teftified. 
*  ^      .   3  While 
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While  the  emperor  was  thus  clandeilindy  making 
ptepaiations  a^nft  the  Freoch  nation^  the  ixrrthem 
powers  were  moie  opea  and  decided  in  their  meafures. 
Pruffia,  Sweden^  and  Ruiiia,  entered  into  ftrift  eng^- 
nients  for  the  reftoraiion  ci  the  old  defpotifin  of  France. 
Denmark  was  (faroi^y  foliated  to  enter  into  the  alliance; 
but,  with  ir  degree  d  prudence  which  has  always  chaiac- 
terifed  the  piefent  adminiftiation  of  that  country,  the 
propo&i  was  declined;  The  emperor  did  rK>l  openly  and 
avowedly  enter  into  this  new  confederacy ;  whether  hb 
indinations,  which  feem  always  to  have  been  pacific^ 
ftally  iodifpofed  him  to  precipitate  meafoies,  or  wheti^ 
it  fuited  that  duplicity  with  which  lus  chara&er  was  fa 
lemarkaUy  ffaaded,  it  is  impoffible  at  pit(ent  to  d^er^ 
mine;  but,  by  the  convention  of  Stockholm,  it  was 
determined  thi^  he  fhould  be  apparently  forced  into  the 
^  war,  by  the  empieis  infiflia^  on  bis  fiidfUUog  the  tenns 
of  the  alliance  which  ezifted  between  the  impenal 
crowns. 

Thus  menaced  on  every  fide,  and  unable  to  conjb^hiit 
from  what  quarter  the  firft  fatal  Uow  wa?  to  proceed^ 
feme  allowance  may  be  made  fix  thefe  unhappy  jeakxi&s 
which  the  nation  entertained,  and  for  thde  levere  itiear 
flires  towards'  the  emigr^ts  which  they  were  about  to 
adopt.  Tremblingly  ^tve  on  every  topic  that  ^ieded 
their  newly  recovered  liberties,  not  knowing  whom  to 
fufpcft,  or  whom  to  confider  as  their  friend,  this  unfer*- 
tunate  people  naturally  became  the  dupes  of  that  fa&m 
which  made  the  moil  Uvi(h  ptofisffions  in  favor  of  popular 
Kberty,  and  diredted  their  refentraents,  poffiUy  Without 
any  good  reafon,  againft  thoie  whofe  inteieft  they  coooei- 
ved  to  be  mod  concerned  in  their,  oppreffion— tibe  kiog 
and  hb  minifters. 

The  conltituent  a&mbly  had  treated  with  unexampled 
Idiity  the  hoflile  proceedings  of  the  emigrants^  but  atthis 
crifis  meafures  more  vigorous  and  noore  feven:  wereperbap 

itquin^ 
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required.     On  the  9th  of  Novemixrr,  tlicrdore,  a  deaee 
was  paflaJ,  Hating, — '•  That  tlic  French  who  were  aflcm- 
bled  in  a  hoftile  manner  beyond  the  fiiontiers;  weie  fuf*^ 
peded  of  a  conipiracy  agarnft  their  country. — That,  if 
after  the  ift  of  January  they  fhould  be  found  in  that 
fitu^tion,  tfaey  (hould  be  declared  aftu^Iy  guilty  of  a 
conipiracy,  and  punifliable  with  death.— That  all  the 
Frendi  princes  and  public  fundionaries,  who  (hould  not 
return  betoie  the   ift  of  January,  (hould  be  adjured 
guilty  of  the  (ame  crime. — That  the  high  national  court 
(hould  immediately  after  that  period  be  called  topvOf 
nounce  judgment  on  (ucb  offender9.-f^That  fudi  m 
ihoukt  be  convicted  during  their  abfence,  (hould  forfeit 
their  eft&tes  and  property  during  their  own  lives,  but  not 
to  the  prejudice  of  their  children.'*-That  ail  (uch  perfoni 
holding  of&res,  &c.  (hould  be  adjudged  to  liave  forfeited 
the  lame;  and  all  fuch  beii^  ofiicers  in  the  army  or  navy 
fiiQuld  be  confidered  as  d&ferters.r— All  Frenchmen  who 
cnlifted  men  to  attack  the  frontiers  were  to  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  high  treaibn. — No  amis  or  military  ftores  wero 
to  be  trenfpOFted  put  of  the  kingdom/' 

This  decree  was  immediately  followed  by  another^ 
ordering  the  vacancies  of  the  army  to  be  filled  up  without 
further  lofe  of  time.  Supplies  waie  voted  for  [mttine  the 
kii^dbm  ih  a  refpeSable  poihue  of  defence;  and  tome 
regulations  were  adopted  concerning  the  military  (choob^ 
land  the  oFj^ization  of  the  army. 

The  party  difaSeAed  to  the  new  conftitution  werefur«- 
nifhed  with  fre(h  matter  for  miu'mur  and  complaint  by 
the  iefti&l<  oi  the  king  to  (anftion  the  decree  of  the  9th 
of  Novembefr  againft  the  emigrants.  The  moderate 
party  eieuhed  in  this  teftimony  cl  hia  conftitutional  fre> 
com  exhibited  by  the  monarch,  and  confidered  it  as  a 
proof  that  he^ntended  to  govern  ftriAly  agfeeably  to  the 
principles  of  the  cohftitution.  A  king,  they  obferved, 
who  vw  notfineere  in  his  attachment  tathe:new  ofC^r 

Sa  of 
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of  things,  would  have  born  the  maik  of  diffimulatioQ 
through  tlie  whole  of  his  condudl ;  fuch  a  one  would  not 
have  hazarded  an  unpopt^'fttp,  but  would  have  often- 
fibly  joined  in  the  mod  violent  meafures,  in  the  hope 
that  they  could  not  long  endure,,.and  that  the  machina-' 
lions  of  the  enemies  of  freedom  would^oon  reftore  tlie 
ancient  depravity  and  abufes. 

While  fuch  were  thefentiments  of  the  more  moderate 
and  reafonable  part  of  the  nation,  the  republican  &dlon 
eagerly  embraced  the  opportunity  to  declaim  againft  the 
new  conftitution,  and  againft  monarchical  government* 
It  was  a  conftitution^  they  ailerted,  compoled  of  incon- 
ijftent  and  incon^ous  principles,  an  hereditary  monarch, 
and  a  democratic  ailembly.  This  very  prero^tive  of  a 
veto,  which  the  conftitution  had  conferred  upon  the 
king,  would  be  the  means,  it  was  urged,  of  defeating 
every  patriotic  meifure  of  the  l^iflature,  while  the 
immenfe  civil  lift  enabled  him  either  to  bribe  its  mem- 
bers, or  to  cherifti  and  aftift  the  enemies  of  the  nation 
llflembled  in  f^^reign  countries. 

The  exercife  of  the  royal  veto  on  this  occaiion  was 
certainly  an  imprudent  ftep,  though  there  is  no  reafon  to 
attribute  it  to  any  perfidious  motive,  or  to  account  for  it 
on  any  other  principle  than  that  gentlenefs  of  difpofition, 
that  tendemeis  of  chara£ter,  by  which  this  unfbrtuiiate 
monarch  was  fo  much  diftinguiftied.  To  deprive  at  one 
blow,  and  by  his  own  agenqs  his  neareft  connexions  of 
their  hereditary  rights,  of  their  revenues,  their  fubfiftence, 
and  to  fubjeA  them  to  the  penalties  of  death  for  their 
miftaken  zeal,  while  they  profefTed  that  all  their  efforts 
were  direfted  to  his  fervice,  doubtlefe  appeared  to  him  a 
harfli  and  ungrateful  fneaiure;  while,  judging  probably 
of  their  drfpofitions  by  his  own,  he  flattered  himfelf  with 
the  hopes  of  iierfuading  them  to  abandon  their  proje&i 
and  no  longer  contumacioufly  to  oppoie  themfelves  to 
what  appeared  to  him  almbft  the  unanimous  (entiment  of 

the 
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the  whole  nation.  In  contemplating  the  hiftory  of  this 
amiable  and  untbrtunate  prince,  and  thedneadhil  cataftro- 
phe  which  has  fmce  tslktn  place,  our  ibrrow  is  rather 
increafed  than  diminiflied  by  the  melancholy  refledion, 
that  he  was  lels  the  viflim  of  the  cruelty  of  his  enemies, 
than  of  the  imprudence  and  folly  of  his  profefled  friends. 
If,  inftcad  of  deferting  their  country  and  their  kii^,  the 
miiguided  nobility  of  France  had  only  for  the  time  con- 
formed a  little  to  circumftances,  contented  themfehres  for 
the  moment  with  that  (hare  of  dignity  and  authority 
which  they  could  have  faved  out  of  the  general  wreck  of 
privileges,  and  rallied  round  the  throne  to  fupport  their 
king  in  the  exercile  of  their  conftitutional  rights— couU 
they  have  conceded  with  grace,  and  defended  themfelves 
with  candour  and  moderation — had  they  only  afltimed 
the  appearance  of  afting  more  for  the  public,  andWs  for 
themfelves,  France  wodd  never  have  been  the  vi&im  of 
anarchy ;  the  nobility  would  itill  have  preferved,  if  not 
their  titles,  at  leafl  their  fortunes  and  their  confequence ; 
and  their  innocent  monarch  would  never  have  &llen  a 
iacrifice  to  a  rekntlefs  mob. 

.  Abdve  ^1  things,  it  is  ever  impolitic  to  call  in  foreign 
aid  to  extin^uifh  the  internal  troubles  of  a  nation.  It  is 
^jarelyfuccelsful;  the  end  is  generally,  that  both  rarties 
arc  equally  the  prey  of  the  invader.  A  high-ipirited 
nation  will  feldcxn  bear  the  infult ;  and  the  confequenoe 
has  frequently  been,  that  the  contending  parties,  whea 
languifhing  under  the  oppreffion  of  a  foreign  yoke,  have 
forgotten  their  rhutual  animofities  to  unite  againft  the 
common  enemy,  and  to  expel  from  the  countiy  that 
banditti  which  their  diflentions  had  before  introduced. 
Had  the  confederated  powers  been  fuccefsful  in  their 
eflforts  a^nfl  France,  there  is  little  doubt  but  the  very 
peribns  who  invited  them  to  the  contefl,  would  have  been 
among  the  firft  to  complain  of  their  tyranny  and  injuf- 
ticc;  and,  fii^ular  as  the  thought  may  appear,  we  (hall 
'S3  not 
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mot  be  fijiprSed  to  find,  in  the  vitiffitucksofiKrar,  foQe 
of  the  firfteaiignuits  who  fled  their  country  becauie  thvf 
xaoid  not  endarealimited  monarchy,  contending  under 
ihe  banners,  of  the  republic  for  the  democracy  of  France* 

Independent  of  the  fadtions  wliicb  diftradted  t^ 
councils  and  divided  tiie  tentiments  of  the  nation,  the 
internal  'Ibte  ot  France  was  far  from  profperous  at  tbe 
clofc  of  the  year  1791.  Tlie  public  treafury  was  pc« 
baufled,  and  the  revenue  was  11  ill  inadequate  to  the 
expenditure.  The  afliignats  ftill  circulated  under  a  00a- 
fiderable  dilcount.  Poverty  Jpervaded  the  country;  and 
the  negledk  of  agriculture  threatened  an  impending 
lamine.  Diflrefling  as  was  this  (late  cf  affairs rfin  the 
mother  country,  that  of  tbe  colonies  was  ftill  worte.  The 
ifland  of  St.  Donxngo  in  particular  w^  ftill  convulfed  bj; 
the  dreadful  conteft,  in  which  the  impradticability  of  tfale 
white  inliabitants  in  refufing  the  jult  demands  of  the 
peofde  of  colour  had  involved  the  ifland.  The  oogm 
flave^,  taking  {advantage  of  the  anarchy  which  en£aed 
irom  this  unfortunate  confiid,  embraced  eager^  tbe 
opportunity  to  eniancipate  themielves.  In  the  northern 
diftrid,  not  lefs  than  one  hundrtd  thoufand  fcvciiffL 
'More  than  two  hundred  plantations  were  entiidy  burnt ; 
the  mafters  were  inaflacred ;  ^and  if  the  women  were 
{pared,  it  was  to  endum  a  captivity  worfe  than  death. 
The  (hips  that  were  anchored  off  the  ifland  affixded  tbe 
only  afylumto  which  the  unhappy  fugitives  coqld  refbct, 
while  fire  and  devaflation  every  where  marked  the  ilqps 
of  the  vidorious  rebels.  Such' was  the  repitientation  of 
the  colonial  aflembly ;  on  the  30th  of  06tober  tbe 
mfinifter  of  marine  announced  to  the  national  aflembly^ 
that  two  thou(and  three  hundred  troops  of  the  line  had 
been  lent  thither,  and  this  embarkation  was  immediatelj 
followed  by  that  of  fix  hundred  more;  10,3 70,91  a 
livrcs  were  voted  as  a  fupply  for  thefe  expeditions;  and 
thefe  public  efforts  wgfe-nebly>  fesondeddby-^he-^patriotie 

efforts 
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\  were  nobly  feomckd  by  the  patriotic  ^fllbrts  ot  an 
individual.    -M.  MoCieron  of  Nantz,  ^n  the  gd  of 
November,  made  afpontaneons  propofel  to  the  natk»»l 
afiembly  to  equip  a  vcBH  entirely  new,  and  to  tianlport> 
at  his  own  cxpence^  a  body  of  400  men  to  affift  in  leilor- 
ing  peace  to  the  diftraAcd  colonies.    The  affembly,  at 
the  time  they  accepted  the  offer  of  M.  Mofneron,  pafled  4 
a  decree  of  thanks  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  j 
Englifli  nation,  and  to  lord  Efiir^ham,  the  governor  <rf  ( 
Jamaica,  for  his  generous  conduS  in  relieving  the  planten  ; 
of  St.  Domingo  from  the  horrors  of  femine,  and  in  fiir-  \ 
niihingthem  with  arms  and  military  ftorcs  againfl  the  « 
rcbd  negroes. 

Among  the  calamities  which  at  that  period  alffli£bed 
France,  perhj^s  not  the  leaft  to  be  deplored  were  the 
^diflcnflons  which  were  likely  totnfue  from  the  influence 
of -the  eje6ted  and  non-juring  dei^gy.  The  meafurcs  of 
the  conftituent  afiembly,  rdpefting  ecdefiaftical  afliun, 
have  already  been  cenfured  as  *beiog  confiftent  with  nei- 
ther juftice  nor  policy.  It  ^was  not  confiftent  with 
juftice  to  alienate  property  from  its  legal  dcftination ; 
ftiB'lefe  laudable  was  it  to  wrefl  from  the  hands  df  the  pof*- 
feflorsthat  revenue  which  bad  been  legally  committed  to  ' 
them,  and  to  reduce  to  comparathre  indigence  thofe  who  1 
•had  long  been  in  the  habits  of  opulence  and  eafe.  The  ' 
harcfihipsand  difficulties  ofjthe  deigy  were  incrc^(ed  by 
the  bigotted  fpitit  of  the  court  of  Rome ;  the  Pope  had 
prohibited  them  under  the  moft  alarming  aqatbemas 
from  conforming  to  the  injunftions  of  the  affembly,  and 
ftom  taking  the  civic  oath.  One  falfe  ftep  neceflarily 
teafls  fo  another;  injuftice  alwap  produces  injuflic?. 
The  decree  which  enjoined  the  civic  oath  was  followed  bw 
another,  which  expeUed  from  their  benefices  all  whole 
confdences  could  not  liabmit  to  the  terms  prefcribed  by 
the  legiflature,  all  whofe  attachment  to  the  fee  of  Rome 
was  fliD  preferved  inviolate^  all  who  from  virtue, -as  well  as 

from 
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^ri)m  Icis  laudable  motives,  felt  anaveifion  to  the  new  onicr 
qf  tbixig^  .  Thus,  at  the  period  ot  which  we  are  treating 
there  remained  in  the  heart  ot  Fraoce  an  imn^enie  body 
pf^Kaffeded  perfops,  united  among  theoifelves,  con^ 
oe&ed  with  a  foreign  hierarchy?  which  itfelf  was  irritated 
by. recent  injuries  in  the  ai&irof  Avignon ^  and  to  com^ 
plete  the  diftr^ion,  this  body  was  poflefled  of  an  in3u* 
oice  over  the  minds  of  the  people,  which  it  was  not  eafy 
to  iupprefs.  The  nonrjuring  dergy  were  poflefled  of  aU 
the  popularity,  of  all  the  credit  of  the  order.  Their  cha* 
pels  werd  crowded,  while  thofe  ot  the  conftitutional  or 
conforming  clergy  were  utterly  delerted.  We  are  not 
therefore  tQ  Ibppofe  that  this  influence  wotdd  be  entirdy 
without  itseffeds;  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  llick  an 
^ctimulatipn  of  power  in  the  hands  ot  men  would  not  be 
employed  tq  (he  gratification  of  their  refentments.  In 
-{bme  places  the  di&ffeded  priefls  openly  declaimed 
againft  the  conftitution  ^  in  others  fecret  conlpiracies 
were  forrned|  foreign  correfpondencies  were  eftabliflMd, 
and  np.  means  ^were  left  untried  (o  enflame  the  minds  d 
the  populace.  Every  epginc  of  fuperftition  was  employed, 
pvery  art  of  eloquence  eflayed,  to  feduce  them  from  their 
allegiance.  Nodumal  meetings  were  held,  and  nofkumal 
proceffions  wete  condijfted  by  the  feiftious  priefts.  The 
ihrines  of  the  villain  and  of  the  faints  were  drefled  in 
mourning,  as  if  to  indicate  the  projefted  overthrov^  of  all 
leli^on.  'J  he  conteft  in  fine  arrived  at  length  atiuch 
extremity,  tliat  adual  combats  took  place  between  the 
fanatical  adherents  of  the  ejeded  priefts  and  the  national 
guard.  The  remote  part^  of  the  kipgdom  were  .nearly 
engaged  in  a  religious  war,  and  the  ianguinary  fcenes  of 
St.  Bartholomew  were  on  the  point  of  being  renewed. 

No  meafure  has  dra^n  more  odium  on  the  legiflative 
aflembly,  and  none  lias  excited  more  the  indignation  ot 
other  nations,  than  that  (evere  decree  which  baniflied  for 
fjver  from  their  native  countr)^,  on  pain  of  death,  the 

non-juring 
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BOD^^unog  clergy.  Much  as  we  deplore  the  harlhn^  of 
the  meafuce ;  much  as  we  lympathize  in  the  fufferings  of 
that  body^  innocent  andrefpedableas  we  believe  a  con^ 
hderable  portion  of  them  to  have  been^  ftiU  jufticf 
obliges  us  to  confefs,  that  this  measure,  harih  as  it  wa% 
appeared  only  a  neceflary  confequence  of  thofe  which  had 
preceded  it.  It  was  the  ra(h  and  impolitic  proceeding 
ot  the  conftituent  aiTembly,  in  liaftily  confifcating  thQ 
property  of  the  church,  that  unfortunately  planted  the 
feeds  ot  difcord  between  the  religion  and  the  legiflature  of 
the  country.  The  enlightened  part  of  the  community 
m^t  fee  the  error  with  r^ret,  but  they  faw  it  only 
ivben  it  was  too  late  to  redtify  it. 

The  firfl  (lep  of  the  legiflative  aflembly  againft  the 
jefinaftory  priefls,  was  however  le(s  violent  in  appearance, 
though  in  reality  it  was  fraught  with  feverity.  On  the 
.i8th  of  November  a  feries  oF  refolutions  were  paflcd^  by 
which  it  wasenaAed,  that  the  penfions  of  ths  ejeded 
deigy^  which  had  been  allowed  by  the  conftituent  aflenv 
bly,  fhould  be  withdrawn  firom  all  fuch  as  ftiU  refuied  the 
dvic  oath.  Thkt  wherever  any  troubles  were  found  to 
exift,  of  which  lel^ion  was  the  caufe  or  the  pretext,  the  ^ 
municipal  officers  fhould  have  liberty  to  remove  from  the 
neighbourhood  fuch  of  the  non-juring  clergy  as  might  be 
fulpeded  of  fomenting  or  favouring  fuch  loiitions ;  that 
in  cafe  of  dif obedience  to  the  directory  of  the  department, 
thpy  might  be  proiecuted  before  the  tribunals,  and  iou 
prifoned;  and  that  thofe  who  fhould  be  convidedof 
aiElual  (edition  fhould  be  liable  to  two  years  imprilbn- 
ment.  To  thefe  decrees,  after  fome  delay,  the  king, 
bom  apparently  the  mofl  confcientious  motives,  oppofed 
'  bis  vetQ^  and  thi^  unfortunately  increafed  the  clamour 
which  was  infidioufly  excited  againfl  him  in  every  part  of  . 
the  kingdom. 

If  the  general  tenor  of  the  replies  fmm  foreign  courts 
\o  the  kill's  qotice  of  having  a^pted  the  confhtutbn  be 
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irttentiv^ly  confidcrcd,  it  will  be  iinpoffiblc  n6t  to  otteive 
tbat  remarkable  ftrain  of  artifice  and  duplicity  Which  per- 
vadcd'the  majority  of  them,  and  particularly  thole  from 
<he  moft  powerftil  ftates,  and  thofe  ncareft  in  alliance 
wth  the  reignii^  family.  They  contained,  iiiaced, 
cxprefGons  of  perional  rdpcil  and  fympathy  for  the  king, 
but  nothing  which  could  be  conflrued  into  an  approba- 
tkxi  df  the  new  order  which  had  been  eftaDlifbed  m 
.¥iancc  by  the  prevalence  of  popular  counlels.  However 
therefore  Ite  court  and  miniltry  might  appear  (atisficd 
with  thde  empty  profeffions,  it  is  certain  they  were  far 
from  gratifying  to  the  people  at  large.  Infl:ead  of  dimi- 
liifhing,  the  infolence  of  the  emigrants  appeared  to  increafe. 
The  enrolments  in  the  ciicles  of  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Rhine  were  carried  on  with  inacafed  vigour  and  alacrity; 
they  were  even  encouraged  to  commit  afts  of  violence  on 
the  bordering  territories  of  (he  bifhopric  of  Strafburgh  ; 
iuid  an  attempt  was  alfo  made  by  an  agent  of  the  princes 
to  corrupt  general  W.impfen,  who  commanded  in  the 
^department  ot  the  Upper  Rhine,  and  to  eng^  him  to 
)3elhrer^by  treachery  the  fortrefe  of  New  Brifac  into  their 
lands,  by  which  the  hoftile  troops  might  have  obtam^ 
»n  edy  entrance  into  the  territories  of  France.  ImpcJlcd 
bythik  circumfbuices  the  dflembly  decreed,  on  the  Mth 
<rf  November,  that  a  deputation  of  twenty-four  of'^its 
tncmbcrs  fhould  wait  upon  the  king  to  communicate  to 
iihn,  on  the  part  of  the  aflembly,  its  folicitude  concenrii^ 
♦he  dangers  which  menaced  the  country  firom  the  perfidi- 
ous combinations  of  armed  emigrants,  aflembled  without 
<hc  'kingtlom,  and  the  fatal  confpiwcics  which  they 
mppreheiKlcd  internally  threatened  its  domcflic  .peace  ^ 
to  entreat  him  to  require  the  eleftor  of  Treves,  of  MaJ^^ 
ance,  and  the  other  princes  of  the  empire,  to  iflue  a 
prohibition  to  thole  hoftile  preparations  and  enrolments 
which  were  openly  carried  on  by  the  emigrants  on  the 
fiontiers ;  and  to  requeft  that  he  would  embody  a  force 
^^cient  to  cpmpel  them,  ill  cafe  of  a  refulal* 

On 
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jOn  the  t4thof  December  the  king  repaired  in, peribn. 
to  tiie.  oaiional  afiembly  ^  he  acquainted  th^m,  that  be 
had  taken  their  mefiage  into  deep  confideratiog,  and  that 
on  fo  important  an  occafion  he  had  thought  it  his.  duty  to 
be  hioilelf  the  bearer'ot  the  anfwer.  He  obferved,  that  he 
had  long  been  oi  opinion,  that  the  circumftances  of  the 
nation  required  great  circum(pe£lion.  He  aflured  them 
that  he  had  done  every  thii>g  to  recall  the  emigrants  to 
the  bofom  of  their  country,  and  to  perfuade  them  to 
fubmit  to  the  new  laws.  He  had  employed  both  amica- 
ble intimations,  and  caufed  formal  requifitions  to  be  made» 
to  divert  the  neighbouring  princes  from  giving  them  a 
fiip)port  calculated  to  flatter  their  hopes  and  encouc^ 
tbmi  tn  their.  ra(h  deiigns. 

He  obierved,  that  the  emperor  had  done  all  that  could 
iDe  done  from  a  faithful  ally,  by  fi^rbidding  and  dilperfing 
all  aflfembk^  within  his  ftates.  His  m^ures  at  other 
courts,  he. laid,  had  not  been  equally  iiKce&ful,  and 
unaccommodatii^  anfwers  had  been  giffen  to  his  juft 
requifitions.  Thefe  unjuil  refu&ls,  he  obierved,  called 
lor  reqtiiiitionsof  another  kind.  As  the  reprefentative  of 
the  .people,  he  fell  for  their  injuries. — In  confequence, 
he  had  cauied  a  declaration  to  be  made  to  the  eleftor  of 
Treves,  that  if  before  the  15th  of  January  he  did  not  put 
a  ftop  within  his  ftates  to  sdl  hoftile  difpofitions  on  the 
part  of  ^he  emigrants,  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  confider 
him  as  the  en^ny  of  France.  The  king  added,  that  he 
ihould  cHrder  fimilar  declarations  to  all  who  favoured  aflem- 
btoges.  which  might  menace  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

To  enable  the  nation,  however,  to  prepare  for  that  wair 
in  which  they  might  find  it  neceifary,  after  all  thefe  pre- 
cautions, rel\i(5tant}y  to  engage,  the  king  advifed  an  atten- 
tion to  the  finances  of  the  country,  and  the  ftriA  obfer^ 
inance  of  peace  and  unanimity. — He  modeftly  alluded  to 
the  vidence  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  furround  with 
di%i|C)iStbe  exercife  of  that  authority  which  was  entruiled 

to 
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to  bim — ^pledged  himfelf  fekhfiilly  to  prefervc  the  depoHt 
dT  the  conftitution,  aad  to  ihew  to  all  mankind  that  he 
^It  how  truly  glorious  it  was  to  be  the  king  of  a  free 
people. 

In  the  former  part  of  this  difcourfe,  where  the  king 
ipeaks  of  having  employed  atnicable  intimations,  and 
exerted  his  perfonal  influence  with,  foieign  powers,  be 
might  allude  to  a  circumftance  which  has  only  been  pub- 
licly known  fince  his  death  :  So  early  as  the  month  of 
March  1791,  the  emperor  Leopald  had  formed  iat  Man- 
tua a  fecret  plan,  confiding  of  twenty-one  articles^  the 
objeft  oi  which  was  to  re-eftablifh  -the  kii^  in  ail  his 
former  authority:  for  this  purpofe  the  emperor  was  to 
enter  France,  in  the  month  of  July,  at  the'^head  of  all  his 
troops,  while  the  frontiers  were  left  totally  defencelefs. 
The  king  prevented  by  his  interpofition  thb  plan,  and 
probably  might  induce  the  emperor  to  aflurne  at  lead 
that  maik  of  moderation  and  friendfhip  which  for  fome 
time  he  afFefted  to  wear. 

But  however  finceie  the  king  might  be  in  his  declara- 
tions, he  wa«  not  fortunate  enough  to  filence  the  vcmcc  of 
iadion.  The  republican  party  in  particular  did  not  fail 
to  take  every  advantage  which  the  fears  and  fufpicions  of 
the  people  afforded  to  excite  their  deteftation  of  the  court, 
and  of  the  little  remains  of  the  ariilocratic  fadion  which 
cxiflcd  in  the  kingdom.  The  n^ative  which  the  kii^ 
bad  unfortunately  affixed  to  the  decree  ageunft  the  emi- 
grants, and  his  tsuxiinefs  in  fandtioning  that  refpeding  the 
non-juring  clergy,  afforded  the  difanedted  and  defigning 
too  eafy  a  pretext  to  work  on  the  paffions  of  the  multi- 
tude. AddrelTes  crowded  in  from  every  port  of  the 
kingdom,  abounding  in  commendations  of  the  national 
aflembly,  and  indicating  their  difTatisfafHon  to  the  con- 
duft.of  the  king  and  his  minifters-  Mod  of  thcfc 
adJrefles  were  entered  on  the  journals  of  the  aflembly, 
and  were  feconded  by  inflammatory  ipeechcs  from  the 

more 
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more  violent  members.  M.  Mentmorin,  unable  to 
withftand  the  ilonii  of  popular  violence,  reiigned;  M. 
Deleflart  was  nominated  to  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  M,  Cahier  de  Gerville  to  that  of  the  interior. 
In  the  b^inning  of  December,  alfo,  M.  du  Portail  was 
difmiflcd  from  his  office  as  minifter  of  war,  and  M.  Nar- 
bonne  appointed  in  his  room.  The  hafly  difmiffion  and 
impeachment  of  miniftersin  confequence  of  iniBammatorjr 
harangues  from  popular  orators,  and  without  any  hearing 
or  inveftigation,  may  be  accounted  among  the  principal 
cades  of  the  calamities  of  France.  The  rapid  fucceffion 
of  minifters  .allowed  them  no  time  to  remedy  abufes,  or 
to  niake  the  necef&ry  arrangements  for  the  defence  of  the  ' 
kingdom;  the  fear  of  impeachment  rendered  them  cauti- 
ous and  timid,  and  directed  their  attention  rather  to  the 
arts  of  acquiring  popularity,  than  to  the  performance  of 
their  duty;  rather  to  intriguing  with  the  defpicable  jour- 
nalifb,  who  governed  the  mob  of  Parb,  than  to  the  aftual 
fervice  of  their  kir^  and  country- 

Before  the  conclufion  of  the' month  of  November,  a 
circumftancc  occurred  which  fcrved  to  put  in  motion  Iht 
two  parties  which  were  (hortly  to  divide  the  kingdom^ 
the  conftitutionalifts  and  the  republicans ;  and  the  event 
iiiig^t  have  (hewn  in  whofe  favour  the  balance  was  likely 
to  preponderate.  The  mayoralty  of  the  judicious  and 
patriotic  M.  Bailly  terminated  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber—The once  popular  La  F^ettc  appeared  as  a  candi- 
date to  fucceed  him,  and  it  was  ^nerally  underftogd  th^ 
he  was  fupported  by  the  court — He  was  however  oppofcd 
by  a  violent  Jacobin  and  declared  republican,  M.  Petion, 
It  is  almofl  unnecefiary  to  flate  the  ijQue  of  the  conteft, 
and  to  add  that  M .  Petion  was  ele6ied  mapr  of  Paris  by 
a  great  majority. 

As  melancholy  experience  had  evinced  the  increafix^ 
credit  and  power  of  the  Jacobins;  as  it  was  cvklenl 
that,  by  guning  an  afctodency  over  the  vaiodi  of  the 
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populace,  that  pernicious  fbciety  was  enabled  to  controii 
even  the  aflembly  itfelt  j  as  the  only  means  ot  averting 
.the  dreadhil  conlequences  with  which  the  nation  was 
threatened  by  the  dilbiganizing  principles  avowed  by  the 
leaders  of  the  dub,  the  friends  of  the  conftitution  and 
of  the  naonarch  endeavoured  to  counteraft  its  influence, 
by  a  new  inftitution  of  a  fimilar  kind,  but  profeffing 
principles  more  moderate,  and  confequently  more  calcu- 
lated to  pitferve  the  tranquillity  and  happineis  of  the 
nation.  As  the  new  fociety' aflembled  in  the  vacant 
convent  of  the  Feuillans,  it  received  its  name,  as  well 
as  the  Jacobin  dub,  from  the  place  of  its  meeting.  It 
was  compofed'  of  the  moft  aftive  and  moft  refpeftabk 
members  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  among  whom 
were  M.  M.  d* Andre,  Barnave,  the  Lameths,  Du  Port, 
Rabaud,  Sieyes,  Chapelier,  Thouret,  Labord,  Taley- 
0U)d,  Montefquieu^  Beaumetz,  &c.  to  thefe  may  be 
added  two  hundred  and  fixty-fix  members  of  the  cxifling 
aflembly,  and  about  eight  hundred  and  eighty  other 
'ieQ)eftable  dtizens. 

The  republican  party  and  the  Jacobins  could  not 
behold  this  new  afl[ociation  without  fecret  difqudet.  It 
was^  evidently  Formed  to  difconcert  their  confpirades,  and 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  public  to  their  true  intereftl 
As  they  delpaired  of  vanquilhing  it  by  the  ftoce  of 
psaSjn  and  truth,  they  determined  to  employ  that  blind 
and  defpenite  inftrument,  the  fole  guidance  op  which 
jthey  had  long  been  labouring  to  acquire.  The  firft 
alauxvwas  on  the  2ifl  of  December,  when  a  kige  body 
of  rui&ans  armed  with  clubs  forced  themfelves  itito  the 
hall  d£  the  Feuillans;  they  commenced  with  ^kA 
threats  to  feveral  of  the  members,  with  interruptlf^  all 
^ifeuiSon,  aod  at  length  openly  acknowledged  that  they 
«eie  fent  thither  to  ef&6t  the  diflTolution  of  the  fociety. 

A  riot  of  a  ftiU  more  ferious  nature  was  threatened  on 
|)J0  z^9  and  M.  Chaion  the  preiidtat  wrote  to  the 
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mayor  to  requcft  that  a  commifl^ire  de  poUoe^mig)itl  be 
ordered  to  attend  the  meetic^»  for  the  putfpofe  ofprefiitvW 
ing  the  peace;  but  M.  Petion,  who  wasindeb&ed  for 
his  own  elevation  to  the  Jacobin  club5  could  not  bc< 
(ufpefted  to  \yc  extremely  ardent  in  favour  of  its  rivaL 
He  exculed  himfeli,  by  laying  that  he  could  not  command 
the  attendance  of  a  commtflairey  but  that  he  would  take 
every  precaution  in  his  power.  At  the  inftance  of  tl» 
ccHiunander  of  the  national  guard,  however,  M;  Petiont 
wrote  to  the  commii&ire  db  police,  and  requefted  his 
attendance.  As  the  members  ot  the  iociety  came  anned 
as  well  as  the  rioters,  a  tumult  of  a  very  fanguiaaryr 
nature  was  expeded ;  but  happily,  by  the  interpofitbo/ 
ci  the  municipal  dScer,  a  maflacre  was  prevented^ 
Tlie  rioters  imperiouily  infifted  on  the  diffiidution  of  the 
dub,  and  this  by  the  other  party  was  contetx^tuoull^ 
refuied.  On  the  e3dK)rtation  ot  the  peace  officer,  bowi^ 
dver,  to  ieparate  and  depart  from  the  tcene  of  altercaition^ 
the  fodety  offered  the  firft  example  of  moderation,  byi 
Quitting  the  hall,  and  leaving  their  pioperty  to  die  diibe-r 
tiOD  of  their  opponents. 

The  majority  ot  the  afifembly  had,  from  thefedrcum- 
ftances,  an  immediate  opportunity  ot  manifeflin^  iCsr 
diipofition  towards  the  new  confthution.  The  vicuiit]^ 
of  th^  [daoe  of  meeting  to  that  of  the  kgiflative  body,, 
and  the  various  committees,  aflbrded  M.  Merlin  (wfaoi 
had  been  imprudently  attacked  by  one  of  the  guardB)( 
sMid  othefs  of  the  Jacobin  faiWon^  a  leadj  exoife  for 
iniifting  on  their  removal;  and  a  motion  being  made  to 
that  mc&y  it  was  unanimoufly  decreed&  Thus  imas 
vi&ory  at  once  declared  in  favour  ot  the  Jacobins,  aadi 
fucced  by  fuchiihworthy  means  only  iervea  to  encourage 
them  to  more  atrocious  [MXKXedings;  The  conftitutiblul 
party  indeed  were  too  late  in  didr  adoptionot  afiive 
oieafures.  Their  moie  diligent  adverfna  hadakeadjr 
obtained  poflbfl^on  ot  the  public  min4  ^uxl  they  entcnd 
the  field  only  when  the  contefl  was  virtually  decided. 
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'  Thde  tran(a6lions  afibred  a  tolerably  accuiate  pi^fure 
of  the  ftate  of  parties  in  Fiance,  at  the  condufion  of 
the  year  1791.  Its  fituation,  with  rcfpeft  to  foreign 
powers,  beaime  every  day  more  and  more  critical.  Tlw 
condud  of  Leopold  was  a  (ingular  tiflue  of  inconfiRency 
and  deception.  He  pretended  formally  to  revoke  the 
circular  of  Pavia,  in  conlequence  of  the  king's  acceptance 
of  the  conftitution,  and.  yet  exhorted  the  powere  of 
Europe  not  to  deiifl  from  the  mealures  concerted  between 
them,  but  to  continue  vigilant,  and  to  declare  their 
Coalition  had  ftill  an  exiftence.  This  declaration  was 
followed  by  a  letter  to  the  king  of .  France,  reviving  the 
daims  of  the  imperii^  vailkls  in  AUace  and  Lorraine; 
infifting  that  no  compenfation  (hould  be  accepted,  but 
that  matters  (hould  l:e  reftoncd  in  every  relpeft  to  their 
andent  iitiiation ;  and  acquainting  the  king  that  the 
emporor  conceived  himfelf  not  only  bound  to  interpole  by 
Iblemn  proteftation,  "  but  alio  to  give  to  the  injiuied  aU 
the  aid  which  the  dignity  of  the  imperial  court,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  prefent  conftitution  reqiuied." 

While  fuch  were  the  pretences  of  LeopoJd,  it  appear- 
ed that  the  German  piinces,  in  general,  were  more  than 
iatisfied  with  the  mode  of  compenfation  propofed  by  the 
French.  The  prince  of  Loweftein  readily  accepted  of 
an  indemnification,  and  the  prince  of  Hoherioe,  and 
the  prince  of  Salm-Salm,  declared  themidves  equally 
ready  to  treat  upon  the  (ame  terms.  The  dukes  cm 
Wirtembeig,  and  Deux  Fonts,  as  well  as  prince  Maxi- 
milian, freely  negotiated,  and  only  required,  what  in 
itfelf  was  no  more  than  perfe81y  reafbiiable,.  tlie  reim- 
burfement  on  their  revenues  on  the  feudal  rights  in 
queftion,  fnom  the  4th  oi  Auguft,  1789. 

The  defigns  of  Leopold  gradually  unfolded.  The 
declaration  to  the  European  powers,  the  fiibflance  of 
which  is  given  in  a  precex^ng  par^raph,  was  dated  lOth 
Novembo*,  the  letter  to  the  kii^  the  3d  of  December; 
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and  on  the  aift  of  the  £ame  month  an  official  notice  vims 
ddiveitd  to  the  French  minifter  at  Vienna,  in  anfwer  to       ^ 
the  French  king's  notification  to  the  deftor  of  Treves, 
which  more  direfUy  manifefted  the  hoftile  intentions  of 
the  imperial  court..    It  ftated,  that  the  eledtor  had  given 
notice,  tor  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  he  had  adopted,      i 
with  reQjea  to  the  French  refbgees  and  emigunts,  the 
.  iame  principles  and  relations  as  had  been  put  in  force      i 
in  the  Auftrian  Low  Countries ;  that  ^notwithftanding      I 
tihis,  the  eleflor  was  Hill  apprehenlive  that  the  tranquil-       \ 
lity  of  bis  fixmtiers  and  dates  would  be  difhubed  by       \ 
France;  4nd  that  in  confequence  of  thb  notification^       \ 
the  emperor  had  been  conftrained  to  order  marfhal 
fiender  to  march  to  the  ftates  of  his  ele&oral  highnefi 
fpeedjr  and  efiedual  fuccours,  in  cafe  he  ihould  be  attack- 
ol  with  hoftile  incurfioDS,  or  even  if  imminently  menace- 
cd  with  fuch. 

As  it  was  a  well-known  hEt  that  the  French  emigrants 
were  aflembled  in  immenfe  force,  and  with  every  hoftile 
picpatation,  in  the  dedorate;  as  fuch  an  arrangement 
coidd  not  be  with  amicable  intentions  towards  their  coun- 
ty;  and  as  the  emperor,  by  this  official  notice,  declared 
h|s  intentions  of  proteding  the  eleftor  in  thefe  proceedings^ 
hk  views  with  refpeft  to  France  coukJ  be  no  longer  mis- 
taken. In  the  letter  which  the  French  kii^  trammitted 
to  the  ailembly,  indofing  the  notice  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 
he  exprelTed  hb  aflonifiiment  not  lefs  than  his  regret  He 
conceived  that  he  had  a  right  to  reckon  on  the  good 
intentions  of  the  emperor.;  and  added,  that  he  could  not 
bdieve  that  his  difpoittions  were  changed,  but  wilhed  to 
perfuade  himfelf  that  the  court  of  Vienna  had  been 
deceived  refpeding  the  fbate  of  fa£b,  and  had  been  made 
to  {i^)pofe  that  the  eledor  of  Treves  had  fulfilled  in  reahty 
all  the  duties  of  juftice  and  good  neighbourhood.  In  the 
anfwer  ^i^idi  the  king  returned  to  the  emperor,  he  faid» 
he  bad  leminded  that  monarch  that  nothing  was  demanded 
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of  him,  but  what  Fiance  had  afforded  an  exaosple  of, 
and  that  the  French  natbn  had  taken  immediate  care  to 
pievent  the  hoftile  aflembling  of  the  refi^^  from  Bra-r 
oant,  when  they  attempted  it  ip  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands ;  at  the  iame  time  lie  confirmed 
his  former  declaration,  that  if,  after  tlie  period  already 
fixed,  the  elefkor  of  Treves  Ihould  not  have  really  and 
effedually  difperied  the  hofiile  ajQemblages  which  exiflsd 
in  his  ftates,  nothing  would  prevent  the  kii^  from  pco- 
pofing  to  the  nation  to  employ  the  force  of  arms  to 
Qonftrain  it. 

As  the  intentions  of  Leopold  therefore  could  be  no 
longer  doubted,  the  preparations  for  war  were  renewed 
with  redoubled  vigour.  By  an  aft  oi  the  lepflature,  the 
king  had  previoufly  been  requefted  to  confer  on  M.  M. 
Rochambeau  and  Luckner  the  dignity  of  marfhals  of 
France,  and  M,  la  Fayette  had  proceeded  to  aflume  an 
important  command  on  the  confines  of  Germany.  The 
war  minifler,  M.  Narbonne,  made  the  circuit  of  the 
frontiers,  to  infpeft  perfonally  the  flate  of  the  army  there. 
New  levies  were  imtnediately  ordered,  and  the  whole 
country  aCfumed  the  garb  of  war. ' 

Though  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  was  not  depitfled  by 
the  profpeft  of  impending  hofblities,  ftill,  if  the  ftate  of 
the  finances  be  confidered,  war  could  not  be  contemplated 
without  the  mofl  ferious  apprehenfions.  The  extraordinary 
relour^es  liad  all  proved  hitherto  inadequate  to  the  liqui- 
dation of  tlie  public  debt.  On  the  29th  of  December, 
twenty  millions  of  livres  were  voted  by  the  aflembly, 
which  the  minifter  at  war  informed  them,  on  tlie  fiicoeed- 
ing  day,  muft  be  all  appropiated  to  the  deficit  of  1791, 
and  not  to  the  expences  of  1792. 

M.  Lafond  on  the  fame  day  piefented  a  general  eftimate, 
from  the  particular  eflimates  of  the  feyenJ  mkufbrs,  of 
the  expences  of  1792: 
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Litres. 

Appanage  of  the  prioces        —        —  5,cdoo,ooo 

Army             —            —             —  221,000 

^'oreign  afiairs            —             —  6,000,000 

Marine  and  colonies            —        r—  43,000,000 

General  adminiftration         —         —  ^  5,000,000 

Public  worihip            —            —  8i,ooo,ooQ 

Penfions  to  ecclefiaftics              —  68,000,000 

National  aflcmbly           ^ —            —  5,ooo.ooQ 

Civillift            —          —            —  25,000,000 

'  Bridges  and  roads            —            —  4,€XX),ooo 

High  national  court  and  court  of  appe4  450,000 

Schools  and  academies                —  1,000^000 

Intereft  of  public  debt        —          —  20,000,000 

Life  annuities            —                —  100,000,000 

Perpetual  annuities                —  300,000,000 

Total  —  663,671,000 

He  then  prefented  an  eftimate  of  the  ordinary  ways  and 
means;  confiding  of  land-tai,  tax  on  perfonal  property, 
patents,  ftamps,  &c.  taken  at  530,000,000.  The 
remaining  lum  of  133,671,000  was  to  be  provided  for 
from  the  fund  of  extraordinaries. 

Notwithllanding  previous  appearances,  the  year  179a 
opened  with  &ir  but  delufive  omens  to  the  peace  of  £u- 
lapo  and  the  liberties  of  France.  Leopold  again  wavered 
or  prevaricated.  Unprepared  for  thq  attack,  or  confident 
that  his  deep  and  finifter  policy  would  be  fuccefsful  in 
amufing  the  aflembly,  his  language  to  the  French  minify 
tcTs  at  Vienna  or  Bruflels  was  contradiftory  to  his  former 
public  iledarations;  indeed  contrary  to  his  aftual  condu6t, 
it  was  pacific  and  conciliatory :  thus,  while  a  coidon  of 
troops  was  gradually  forming  on  the  frontier  of  the  Nether - 
lands^  the  folemn  proteftations  of  the  emperor  afierted 
theni  to  be  intended  iixerely  for  the  purpofe  of  [Nrecaution 
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and  defence.  M.  de  Sainte  Cioiz,  who  bad  been  dtf^ 
patched  as  aaenvoy  extraordinary  to  the  eledor  of  Treve^ 
was  received  by  that  princx:  with  the  moft  perfe^  cordiality 
and  refpeft.  The  emigrants  were  prohibited  from  conti- 
nuing thdr  military  exerciies^  anid  the  deftor  pledged 
hnnlelf  by  the  flrongeft  affurances  to  the  French  mmifer, 
that  within  ei^t  days  the  hoftile  ailemblages  in  his  domi* 
nions  (hould  be  entirely  difperfed.  All  military  (tores  and 
even  horles  for  the  emigrants  were  prohibited;  and  he 
declared,  that  in  every  relped  it  was  his  moft  ardent 
wilh  to  maintsun  perpetual  peace  and  amity  with  France. 
The  people,  more  (incere  than  their  fovereigns,  willin^y 
leconded  this  difpofition.  In  many  towns  the  emigrants 
were  ignominiotkly  expelled  by  the  populace;  and  the 
prince  of  Conde  was  compelled  by  the  m^ftrates  of 
W(wms  to  leave  that  city  for  fear  of  infunedion.  While 
their  enemies'  thus  appeared  to  be  crufhed  or  removed,  the 
apprcbenfions  of  the  French  for  their  own  frontier  were 
completely  difpelled  by  the  report  of  the  war  minifter  on 
his  return  from  his  tour.  The  fortreflfes  were  reprefented 
as  being  in  a  moft  refpe&able  (late,  and  the  patriotifm 
of  the  ftddiery  exceeded  every  expeftation  that  the  moft 
fanguine  friend  of  his  country  could  form.  The  credit 
of  the  paper  currency  experienced  an  immediate  rife  fifom 
theie  favourable  appearances ;  and  manufaftures  and 
agriculture  began  once  more  to  flourifh.  The  accounts 
from  the  colonies  were  lefs  encouraging.  The  dreadfid 
revolt  of  the  negroes  at  cape  Francois  had  indeed  produced 
a  temporary  ceflation  of  the^diflenfions  which  exified  be^ 
tween  the  white' inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo  and  the 
people  of  colour ;  and  an  afhial  concordat^  or  s^reement, 
had  been  entered  into  by  the  two  parties.  The  fuccefles 
of  the'  free  inhabitants  thus  united  againft  the  revolted 
negroes  were  brilliant ;  but  every  new  inftance  of  iuccefi 
but  added  to  the  calamity  of  individuals,  as  it  was  a  dcf- 
irudion  of  property.   It  affi)ids  matter  for  aftonifiiment, 

that 
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that  the  moft  ieveit  calamities  are  frequently  infbffident 
to  dcftroy  the  force  of  prejudice.  That  rancorous  Ipirit 
which  prevailed  in  the  white  cobnifls,  that  contempt  in 
which  they  continued  to  hold  the  people  of  colour,  was 
reprefled,  but  not  extinguiCbed,  by  the  concordat. 
While  the  ratification  of  this  contraQ  was  ftill  in  agitsk 
tibn,  a  private  quarrel  ferved  once  more  to  retdndle  the 
flames  of  civil  war.  On  the  i6th  of  November  the  fee* 
tions  of  Port  au  Prince  were  aflembled  for  the  purpofe  of 
deliberating  on  the  execution  of  the  concordat,  and  the 
forming  of  a  new  provincial  aflembly,  to  which  the  peopfe 
of  colour  (hould  liave  equal  admiffion  with  the  white  inha* 
bitants.  At  the  very  nioment  in  which  this  important 
queflion  was  in  agitation,  a  free  n^o  quarrelled  with  a 
white  (^nnghier.  The  foldier  drew  hisi  iword ;  but  the 
fuperior  force^of  the  negro  wrefled  it  from  him,  arxl  broioe 
it  in  pieces.  For  the  offeiice  the  negro  was  apprehended  ; 
he  was  immediately  tried,  condemned,  and  harried,  in 

Sppoiition  to  the  moft  urgent  and  humble  entreaties  of 
le  people  of  colour,  who  only  requefted  that  the  execu« 
tion  of  the  fentence  might  at  leaft  be  fu^nded 

The  confequence  of  this  hafty  and  imprudent  ad  was, 
that  the  people  of  colour  fired  on  the  cannoniers ;  the 
white  colonifts  flew  inftandy  to  arms,  and  the  conteft  was 
renewed  with  all  its  former  fury.  The  fucceedingday  the 
town  of  Port  au  Prince  was  fet  on  fire  by  (bme  unknown 
inceodiaries,  and  twenty-e^ht  iflots,  making  two-fifths  of 
the  whole,  were  totally  confumed.  The  fublequent 
'  hiftoiy  of  this  diftrafted  colony  is  nothing  but  a  repetition 
of  crimes  and  di(afters.  The  ifland,  divided  into  three 
parties,  has  continued  a  prey  to  its  inteftine  divifions.  The 
'  revolted  n^roes  have  ftill  maintained  their  ground.  The 
people  of  colour  h^ve  either  remained  undecided  and 
inactive,  or  have  taken  the  part  of  the  infurgents.  Evea 
the  troops  which  were  fent  over  to  reflore  tranquillity, 
hiive  iQ  iome  meaiure  been  cormpted,  while  the  whit^ 

T  3  inhabitants 
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inhabitants  have  difplayed  unequivocal  marks  of  counter- 
revolutionary principles. 

As  but  little  hope  appeared  of  the  emigrants  returning 
to  their  countrj',  and  as  the  veto  of  the  king  had  cau(ed 
much  difcontent  in  the  nation,  the  aflembly  proceeded 
to  flronger  meafures,  and  a  decree  of  accufation  of  high 
treafon  was  pafled  againft  the  brothers  of  the  king,  the 
prince  of  Conde,  M.  Calonnq,  and  Mirabeau  the  younger; 
and  as,  notwithftanding  the  profeffions  of  the  emperor, 
rqx)rts  had  gone  forth  that  a  congrefs  was  to  be  formed 
by  Auftria  aid  Pruffia  for  the  purpofe  of  fubverting, 
or  modifying  at  leaft,  the  French,  conftitution,  a  decree 
was  pafled  by  the  legiflature,  and  immediately  fanftioned 
by  the  king,  which  pronounced  every  Frenchman  infa- 
fndus,  and  guilty  of  high  treafon,  who  (hould  direftly  or 
indirciElly  take  any  part  in  fuCh  fneafures,  or  who  (houW, 
in  any  rcfpeft,  unite  with  thole  whofe  objedb  was  a  modi- 
fication of  the  exifting  cohftitution. 

The  principal  misfortune,  however,  that  afflifted  France 
at  this  jundxire,  was  the  parties  which  exifted  within  its 
bofom,  and  which  precipitated  rapidly  one  after  another 
ihe  miniflers  from  their  ftations.  M.  Deleflart,  was 
accufed,  and  M.  Bretrand  declared  by  a  vote  of  the 
aflembly  unworthy  of  being  employed.  While  the  repub- 
lican party  were  thus  obtaining  a  gradual  afcendarx:y  m 
the  aflembly,  and  taking  advantage  of  every  circumftance 
that  could  increafe  their  power,  tlie  more  defperate  among 
then>  were  infidioufly  employed  in  difperfing  rumours 
among  the  [people,  atrocioufly  flanderous  of  the  king  and 
the  exifting  government.  -Pikes  were  openly  manufac- 
tured in  different  parts  of  the  city,  and  avowedly  diflri- 
buted  among  the  jx)pulace,  undei*  the  (pecious  pretext  of 
arming  them  againll  the  enemies  of  liberty.  On  the 
1 7th  of  Febmary,  therefore,  the  king  thought  it  neceflary 
c<prcfsly  to  deny,  in  a  fpirited  letter  to.  the  mayor  and 
numicipaliry,  ail  the  chaises  which  were  circulated  againft 

bimj 
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him,  relative  to  his  (uppoled  difaffeftion  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  'y  the  municipality  alfo,  nearly  about  the  lame  period, 
paffei  a  refolution  prohibiting  the  citizens  from  keeping 
(lores  of  concealed  arms  in  their  houfes.    , 

In  one  inftance,  however,  it  muft  be  confefled  that 
the  Jacobin  and  republican  party  evinced  (uperior  feg^city, 
and  Ihewed  that  they  were  pofleflcd  of  either  better  infor- 
mation, or  more  honefty,  than  their  opponents.  They 
penetrated  more  lucccfsfully  the  defigris  of  Leopold,  and 
faw  that  the  falfe  ferenity  which  prevailed  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  only  preceded  a  ftorm;  and  that 
it  was  a  mere  delufion  created  by  that  crafty  prince  to 
lull  thb  fpirit  of  France  into  afatal  tranquillity.  Not  unin^- 
formed  probably  of  the  aftual  grounds  of  the  treaty  of 
Pilnitz,  they  faw  that  an  aUiance  of  fuch  extent  was^iiot 
likely  to  vanifli  in  vapour ;  the  reafohs  (till  cxifted  iii 
which  it  originated ;  with  this  opinion  the  preparations  of 
Auftria  and  Pruflia  entirely  correfponded ;  and  while  no 
motive  of  fufficient  weight  had  occurred  to  induce  the 
combination  to  lay  afide  their  projeft,  there  was  an  obvi- 
ous reafon  for  the  concealment  of  it,  and  that  was,  that 
it  was  evidently  not  yet  ripe  for  execution.  Af  their 
infbnce,  therefore,  the  military  preparations  were  carried 
on  with  vigour ;  at  their  inftance  a  decifive  anfwer  was 
demaftded  fi:om  Leopold,  and  a  period  was  fixed,  after 
which  his  filence  was  to  be  conflrued  into  a  declaration 
of  war.  The  court  itfcif  indeed  was  not  without  its 
alamis ;  for  marfhals  Luckner  and  Rochambeau,  and  M. 
la  Fayette,  were  ordered  to  Paris,  towards  the  latter  end 
of  February,  to  concert  with  the  executive  power  con- 
cerning the  proper  arrangements  for  the  defence  of  the 
country ;  a  confiderable  promotion  of  officers  was  made, 
and  even  a  marine  equipment  was  ordered,  in  expeftation 
that  fome  naval  power  might  be  induced  to  join  the  con- 
f^deracyS  What  was  fcarcely  conjefture  in  the  precedir^ 
month,  was  converted  almofl  into  certainty  on  the  ad  of 

T  4  March, 
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Maitb5  when  the  minifter  for  foragn  affiurs  hid  befoic 
the  aflembly  the  late  coirefpondence  with  the'  etnpeior. 
fiefides  the  papers  whic^  we  have  absady  notioed,  it  in- 
cluded a  note  nrom  prince  Kaunitz^  dated  January  5tfa, 
1792,  dating,  that  thpu^  the  ekdqr  ot  Treves  had 
lerioufly  refolved  to  enforce  the  r^jdatipiis  aciopted  by 
the  emperor  a^inft  the  emigrants,  ftill  the  French  kii^ 
had  ^rpbled  three  armies,  and  that  violent  declamations 
bid  been  permitted  In  the  French  clubs  againft  all  the 
foyereigns  qf  Europe. 

The  reading  of  this  paper  was  followed  by  an  extraft 
from  the  inflrudions  of  the  minifter  to  M.  Nooilks,  the 
,  French  ambailador  at  Vienna,  dated  January  sift,  in 
which  an  explanation  was  required  of  the  ordeis  ^ven  to 
general  Bender,  and  of  the  meaning  of  the  exprefficn 
employed  by  the  emperor — **  The  fovere^n$^  united  kt 
the  iafety  and  honour  of  crowns/' 

The  moft  important  paper,  however,  was  a  difpatch 
&Qm  prince  JCaunitz  to  the  imperial  chaig6  des  affimesal 
Paris,  and  dated  FAruary  17th.  It  was  penned  widi 
fiudied  anibiguity— The  emperor  made  many  protefta- 
tions  of  his  defire  to  prelerve  p^ce  but  ftiU  s^vowed  engage- 
ments which  lie  had  formed  with  other  powers  for  pre- 
^srving  inviolate  the  monarchy  of  Ffanpe.  While  he 
ppfefled  his  apprehenfipns  for  the  Iafety  of  the  king,  the 
difpatch  yf^  chaiged  with  fuch  expreiEons  as  app^red 
ftudioiiily  calculated  to  irritate  the  people,  and  precipitate 
his  ruin.  It  invei^ed,  in  the  moft  unqualified  terms, 
a^inft  the  repubhqin  fpirit,  and  the  Jacobin  focieties  ^ 
and  inftead  of  foothing  or  conciliating  the  paifions  of  the 
multitude,  it  appeared  only  calciilatw  to  urge  them  to 
fdme  aft  of  defperation,  •  * 

Thefe  papers  were  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  tlie 

.  Pruffian  enyoy  at  Paris,  ayovying  the  intimate  union  and 

Connexion  which  fubfifted  between  tlie  two  courts,  and 

the  entire  acquiefccnce  of  his  mafter  in  the  Auftrian  mo- 

moriak 
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roorilils.  By  another  cpcnunication  frwi  the  miniftert 
it  was  uodeiftood,  that  the  imperial  troops  in  the  Nether* 
lands  amounted  to  fifty-five  thoufand,  in  January,  and 
that  as  foon  as  they  (houldbe  joined  by  the  ieveial  bodies 
which  were  ordered  to  march,  they  would  amount  to 
upwaixls  of  ninety  thouiand.  The  minifter  concluded  by 
iaying,  that  the  king  had  inflruded  his  ambaflador  at 
Vienna  to  reprefent,  that  it  became  neither  the  dimity 
nor  the  independence  of  France  to  etiter  into  any  difcuf- 
fion  concerning  her  internal  affairs ;  that  the  mcafures  of 
Aufbria  and  Pruf&a,  having  no  explicit  objed,  could  only 
feive  to  create  jealoufy,  and  diflrufl ;  and  that,  if  the 
emperor  was  (incere  in  his  profeflions,  he  would  fhew  it 
Ir^.  reducing  his.  troops  in  the  Netherlands  to  the  peace 
e&abti(hment  in  1791,  which  would  be  immediately 
followed  by  a  fimibx  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
French. 

The  fallacious  calm  which  had  pervaded  the  nation 
and  the  aflembly,  was,  on  the  pubhcation  of  thele  di(r 
patches,  changed  into  a  tempefl  of  rage  andrefentment* 
The  minifter,  Ddeflart,  was  chaiged  with  having 
deceived  the  nation;  the  various  communications  from 
foreign  powers  were  treated  as  little  better  than  forgp* 
nes,  and  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  was  confidered 
as  being  a  party  in  the  fraud ;  to  many  it  appeared^ 
that  war  itlelf  was  a  lels  formidable  evil  than  the  enor- 
poitt  expences  in  which  a  continued  ftate  of  alarm 
involved  the  nation ;  and  fome  even  went  fo  far  as  to 
r^aid  the  menaces  of  the  confederacy  as  empty  threats; 
^  a^  coi^certed  folely  to  inci^eafe  the  difbefles  of  thc^ 
nation,  by  deran^i^  its  finances. 

While  the  indignation  of  the  popular  party  m  th4 
affembly  wasdireSed  agsdnfl  M.  Bertrand,  the  minifies, 
of  the  marine,  and  M.  Deleflart,  minifler  for  foreign 
afebs,  the  court,  undfcr  the  influence,  as  was  confidently 
lufpefted,  of  the  houlc  of  Auflria,  determmed  on  the 

difmiflion 
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dymiflionof  M.  ^Jarbonne  from  the  war  depaflment ; 
and  of  M.  Bahier  de  GerviUe  from  that  of  tnc  interior. 
M.  de  Grave  was  appointed  as  tucceffor  to  M.  .Nar- 
bonne,  whofe  difmiffion  was  both  refented  and  refifted 
by  the  leading  members  of  the  aflembly.  M.  Sage 
moved,  "  That  M.  Narbonne  carried  with  him  the 
regret  of  the  national  aflembly  ;'*  and  on  a  motion  oi 
cenliire,  by  M.  Cambon,  on  the  minifters  who  advifed 
the  king  to  retain  M.  Bertrand  in  his  lervice,  after  he 
had  loit  the  public  confidence,  M*  Caliier  de  GerviUe 
was  expreffly  excepted.  Nothini  indeed  could  be 
more  impohtic  in  the  court  than  both  thefe  meafures. 
It  was  as  abfurd  as  it  was  ufeleis  io  endeavour  to  fup- 
port  the  minifter  of  marine,  however  innocent,  againft 
the  voice  and  feelings  of  a  majority  of  the  legklature ; 
and  conlidering  that  the  temper  of  the  aflfembly  rather 
.led  them  in  general  to  derange  the  miniftry,  than  to 
vote  for  their  continuance  in  office,  the  king  ought  to 
have  rgoiced  that  any  of  his  fervants  enjoyed  a  portion 
of  their  confidence,  and  ought  certainly  not  to  have  fet 
them  the  example  himfelf  of  diflblving  the  adminiflra- 
,tion. 

I'hefe  meafures  were  followed,  in  the  fame  fitting,  by 
the  impeachment  of  M.  Deleflart.    He  was  acculed  by 
M.   Briflbt  of  omittii^  to  give  information  to  the 
aflembly  of  the  concert  formed  among  foreign  powers 
againft  the  liberty  and  independence  of  France ;  of  not 
prefling  the  mealures  proper  for  the  fafety  and  defence 
of  the  nation ;  of  having  given  to  prince  Kaunitz  details 
on  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom,  calculated  to  convey 
^an   improper  idea ;  of  havir^  meanly  fued  for  peace ; 
*and  of  having  reluled    to  obey  the  decrees  of  the 
national  aflembly.     In  confequence  of  a  decree  pafted 
againft  him,   M.  Deleflart  was  fapprefiended,  and  con- 
dutted  to   Orleans  to   be  tried  by  the  high  national 
court.     Tliere  is  every  realbn  to  brieve  that  this  un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate  minifter  was  fubftantially  innocent ;  but  the 

tide  of  fafticm,  from  a  variety  of  unfavourable  circum- 

ftances,  ran  hard  againft  him.    He  may  indeed  be  Gon-» 

fidcred  as  having  felfen  a  fecrifice  to  the  indignation  which 

the  crooked  and  deceitful  conduft  of  Leopold  excited ; 

to  the  temporizing  politics  of  the  mild  and  undedded 

Louis;  and  to  that  finefle  which  has  fo  long  attached  to 

the  French  charaftcr,*  that  perhaps  even  republican  fenti- 

ments  will  not  eafily  eradicate  it.     Thefe  circumftances 

'prevented  him  from  afting  with  that  dicifive  opennefs, 

and  boldnefs  of  charadker,  which  the  reftitude  of  his  con- 

duft  might  have  infjrired.    He  was  the  firft  viftim  to  that 

defperate  feftion  which  has  finee  deluged  France  With 

.  blood;  and  the  aflembly,  by  pafEng  a  decree  of  accufa- 

.tion  againft  a  citizen,  without  firft  hearing  him  in  his  own 

defence,  have  fixed  an  iiKlelible  blot  upon  their  records, 

and  afforded  a  fatal  fpecimen  of  that  prompt  and  hafly 

punifliment  which  has  (ince  exhibited  the  juridical  pro- 

ceedings  of  that  nation  as  ati  objed  of  deteiktion  and 

'  contempt  to  the  world. 

The  impeachinent  of  M.  Ddeflart  fb  completely  terri* 
tied  the  marine  minifter,  M.  Bertrand,  that  he  \d!k  no 
time  in  requeuing  leave  to  g^ve  in  his  reiignation.  Thus 
the  miniflry  was  at  once  completely  diffolved ;  and  yet, 
unpermanent  and  difficult  as  the  fituation  was,  the  con* 
teft  to  fupply  the  vacant  offices  ferved  ftill  ferther  to  divide 
the  diftrafted  empire. 

While  France  was  thus  agitated  by  internal  faftion,  and 
the  apprehenfion  of  a  foreign  attack,  the  politics  of  Eu- 
rope once  more  appeared  to  vibrate  in  favour  of  pe^ce, 
by  the  fiiddcn  death  of  the  emperor  of  Germany.  This 
event  happened  on  the  firft  of  March ;  and  from  the  fud- 
denncfs  of  the  attack,  and  the  nature  of  the  complaint, 
violent  fufpicions  were  at  firft  entertained  that  he  owed 
his  death  to  poifon.  The  complaint  entirely  affefted  the 
ftoniach  ?uid  the  inteftines,  his  body  fweUed  to  an  enor# 

mo^s 
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mous  degree,  and  his  boweb  litersdly  burft.  The  accu* 
iation  of  poifon  was  i^turally  direfted  agninft  the  French 
party ;  but  the  whole  lufpicion  WoS  foon  removed  by  the 
narrative  of  hb  dileafe,  which  waspublilhed  by  authority* 
^nd  which  afcribed  the  fatal  event  to  a  rheumatic  fever.— 
By  thofe,  however,  who  pretended  to  have  better  means 
of  information,  it  was  aflerted,  that  the  ufeof  ccrt:ua 
itimulant  medicines,  which  this  prince  was  in  the  habit 
of  empbying,  produced  this  dreadful  effed,  and  termi- 
qated  a  Ufi:  c^  luch  apparent  importance  to  the  p>litics 
of  Europe. 

As  a  man,  Leopold  was  generally  conftdenx)  as  a 
(lebauched  and  fenfual  chim&er ;  as  a  pnncCi  be  wai  cer- 
tainly  poiTefled  of  ability ;  and  thou^  his  praiciples  were 
delpotic,  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  in  general  he  madfe  \ 
ufe  of  his  power  for  the  good  of  his  TubgeSs.  His  pdidcal 
career,  while  grand  duke  of  Tufcany,  was  marked  by 
wiidom  and  moderation.  He  iin:q>lif]ed  the  laws,  he 
remitted  the  mofl  ^evous  of  the  public  burdens^  and  his 
regard  to  the  adnuniftration  of  juftice  was  (udi,  that  he 
allowed,  and  even  encouraged,  app^  to  himfelf,  wher- 
ever anjr  party  conceived  himfelf  injured  in  the  courfeof  a 
procefs  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  law.  He  had  the  meiit 
of  refloring  peace  to  the  empire,  as  well  as  to  Auftriaand 
the  Netherlands,  notwithilanding  the  diftrefe  and  coofu- 
fion  in  which  he  found  them  all  involved,  by  the  impm^ 
dent  adminifbation  of  his  predeceflbn  His  political 
wifdom  and  general  fagacity  were  certainly  iax  above  the 
ordinary  ftandard  of  hereditary  monarchs.  The  fbundne^ 
of  his  judgment,  and  his  regard  (o  his  people,  were 
Ilrongly  evinced  by  one  trait— he  loved  peace.  How  fir 
his  conduft  in  uniting  with  the  confederacy  of  princes 
agiinfl  the  liberties  of  France,  maybe  fairly  cited  in  coo- 
fradiftion  to  this  aflertion,  we  are  fcarcely  qualified  to 
decide,  unlefs  we  are  better  informed  as  to  the  motives 
^d  the  extent  of  that  coirfederj^y.     Leopold  might  be 

influenced 
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influenced  by  family  conlideratiom;  lie  might  be  decrived 
^itli  fglfe  itprefentations  as  to  the  a£h3al  ftate  of  France; 
be  mig^t  be  prompted  by  the  intrigues  of  another  power, 
whofe  infidious  policy  Europe  will  long  have  occalion  to 
regret :  or,  after  all,  he  might  not  be  ferious  in  his  inten* 
tions  of  commencing  oflfenfive  meailires,  and  might  flatter 
himielf  that  the  dread  of  a  powerful  combination  mi^t 
enable  hind  toobtain  better  terms  for  the  royal  family  than 
the  conftitution  of  1789  afforded.  With  all  his  public 
,  virttidi^  we  are  under  a  neceflity  of  recording  one  indelible 
blemidi  on  his  chaiader— His  notorious  duplicity  reii^ 
dertd  him  ot  once  an  objed  of'univerfal  abhorrence  and 
contempt ;  and  it  was  even  aflerted,  by  an  eminent  (pea^ 
ker  in  the  Britilh  (enate,  intimately  connedted  with  ad- 
jbiniftration,  that  <<  no  man  would  take  his  word  for  a 
'fiDglcday.'* 

The  afcendency  which  the  Jacobin  club  had  obtained 
by  thdrvidbory  over  the  FeuiUans,  and  flill  more  by  tfie 
impcachnjcnt  of  M.  Deleffart,  rendered  their  authority 
abfolute  in  every  thing^.that  concerned  the  politics  of 
France.  The  court  feemed  at  this  moment  to  relinquilh 
every  thou^t  of  reliflance,  and  to  fail  with  the  tide. 
This  was  (bon  evinced  in  the  appointment  of  miniflers: 
M.  Dumourier  and  M.  Lacofl^^  two  of  the  leading 
Jacobins,  beii^  nominated  to  the  vacant  departments  <? 
h6ffi  aifiurs  and  ,the  marine.  As  the  name  of  the 
former  will  frequently  occur  in  the  courfe  of  our  narrativey 
we  embrace  the  opportunity  of  his  firil  appearance  in  a 
public  capacity^  to  give  fome  account  cf  diis  extraordi- 
narydMuafter.  ' 

M.  Dumourier  was  bom  about  the  year  1739)  ^^ 
iS)  we  have  been  informed,  of  a  noble  but  not  an  opu- 
knt  family.  His  fether  was  a  cammijffaire  de  guerrt, 
fnd  was  a  man  of  education  and  conhddraUe  talents,  as 
is  evvjpt  from  a  tranflation  of  the  Secchia  rapita  of 
Taflod,  and  (ome  other  poems,  which  have  pieferved 
bis  name  in  the  annals  of  literatnie.    As  it  was  almoft  t 

point 
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point  of   neceflity,   that  every  gentleman  in  France, 
vnd^  the  old  government,  fliould  be  at  one  tune  or 
9ther  of  his  life  a  foldier,  yoqng  Dumourier  commenced 
bis  military  career  at  a  very  early  period,  and  was  wound- 
ed and  made  prifoner  at  Clofter  camp.    By  nature  cnter- 
prifing  and  adive,  the  next  opportunity  that  ofiertd  for 
the  difplay  of  his  diftinguifhed  talents  was  in  the  year 
1770,  when  the  firft  infamous  partition  of  Poland  was 
planned  and  executed  by  a  banditti  of  delpots :  on  thb 
oceafion  M.  Dumourier  appeared  on  the  fide  of  Mberty, 
at  the  head  of  a  battalion  of  French  volunteers,  and  is 
laid  to  have  performed  fome  defperate  and  able  fervices  to 
the  republic.     The  event  of  that  unpropitious  conteft  is 
too  well. known,  and  too  deeply  lamented  by  every fiiend 
of  juflice  and  of  freedom.     M.  Dumourier  had,   howi^ 
ever,  fo  far  fucceeded  for  his  perfonal  views,  that  be  was  • 
immediately  noticed  by  Louis  XV.  and  was  lent  into 
Sweden  in  1772,  with  M.  Favier,  and  two  others,  confi- 
dentially by  the  king,  and  unknown  to  the  miniftiy, 
when  die  great  revolution  was  to  be  efFefted  in  that  king- 
dom; the  plan  of  which  was  laid  in  the  cabinet  of 
Verfaillcs.     Dumourier  contrived  to  convey  private  intel- 
ligence to  the  king,  that  the  objeft  was  efFefted,  before 
the  minifters  had  received  any  difpatch  from  their  agents. 
His  promptitude  and  ability,  however,  only  ferwi  to 
awaken  the  jealoufy  of  the  courtiers,  and  on  his  letifln, 
in  reward  for  his  fervices^  be  was  committed  to  the 
BaftiUe.     His  continuance  there,   we  have  reaion  to 
thmk,  was  however  not  long. 

In  the  late  war,  M.  Dumourier  was  lieutenant  gover- 
nor of  Cherbuigh,  and  is  (aid  to  have  offered  a  [^  to 
the  minifler,  M.  Vagennes,  l^  which  he  undertook, 
with  a  handful  of  men,  to  lurprifc  the  iiland  of  Jcrfcy 
and  the  other  Britifh  poiTeffions  in  that  qiurter;  but, 
for  what  reafon  we  know  not,  the  propofal  was  rgefted. 

From  the  firfl  dawn  of  the  revolution,  M.  Dumourier 
ftudied  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  people;  and,  to 
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senckr  himielf  more  acceptable  to  tlion^  is  (aid  to  ime 
difclaimed  the  nobility  of  his  anceftry.  As  the  Jacobin 
dub  was  the  great  theatre  for  talents  and  ambitiOA»  he 
foon  became  an  adive  and  diftinguidied  member,  and  by 
their  influence  eftablUhed  himlelf  in  the  important,  and 
at  this  period,  very  refponfibie  (ituation  of  min^r  lbs 
fareigi  affairs. 

The  French  king  as  a  further  teftimony  of  his  attentioi^ 
to  the  will  of  the  people,  difmifled  the  Swiis  guards  pa 
the  17th  of  March ;  and  on  that  day  the  guard  appointed 
by  the  conftitution  entered  upon  duty. 

The  death  of  the  emperor,  inftead  of  protrafting, 
appears  to  have  acceldated  hoftilities  between  Auftriaand. 
France.  The  youi^  Idng  of  Hungary,  Francis  I.  was 
fcarccly  feated  upon  the  throne,  when  he  defired  a  confe- 
rence with  the  Pruffian  minifter  Bifchofiwerder,  and 
dircfted  him  to  inform  his  matter,  that  he  was  determined 
ftriaiy  and  literally  to  adhere  to  the  convention  of  PilnitzJ 
The  preparations  on  the  part  of  the  French,  in  the  mean 
tinie,  proceeded  with  alacrity ;  and  the  new  minifter  M • 
Dumourier,  declared  in  the  Jacobin  club,  that  he  would 
in  his  n^ociations  with  Aufb-ja,  direft  them  to  the  point 
of  obtidning,  without  delay,  a  (olid  peace  or  a  decilive  war. 

On  tlie  2  2d  of  March  a  decree  of  fecjueftration  was 
P«ftd  a^infl  the  property  of  the  emig^ts,  laving 
however  the  right  of  creditors  to  be  rcimburfed  their 
demands  j^  and  fuch  as  returned  within  the  fpace  of  one 
month  were  to  be  re-eflablilhed  in  the  pefleffion  of  their 
cftates,  fubjefted,  however,  to  a  proportionate  tax  to 
pay  the  expences  of  the  armament,  which  their  emigra- 
tion had  occaiioned.  By  an  additional  decree,  they  were 
deprived  of  the  rights  of  aftive  citizens  for  two  years 
after  their  retum  to  France;  and  fuch  of  them  as  (hould 
not  return  within  one  month)  were  deprived  of  thpfe 
privik^  forten  year?. 

The  fucceeding  day  the  king  aniK>unced  the  a[^int« 
iQcnt  of  three  njiore  of  the  popular  pvty  to  the  miniilry, 

viz. 
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viz.  M.  Garnier^  minifter  of  juftice^  in  the  room  of  M. 
Duportdu  Tertre;  M.  RoUand,  minifter  of  the  interior, 
inftead  c^  M.  Cidiier.^de  GerviUe;  and  M.  Ckvicrt» 
minifter  of  finance,  in  the  room  of  M.  Tarbe.  The 
new  minifim  were  all  members,  of  the  JacotMn  dub, 
Which  at  this  period  ieems  to  have  pofleded  the  entire 
ccmfidence  of  the  nation.  The  vigorous  meafures  purfu- 
ed  by  the  afiembly  had  alio  the  happieft  eiKds  both  upon 
public  credit  and  upon  the  minds  of  the  emigrants, 
upwards  of  four  hundred  having  pafied  throu^  Liile  on 
their  ittum  in  one  day« 


CHAP.    VII. 


Diipatches  from  Vienna— from  Sardinia — Abolition  of  ecclefiaf- 
tical  diftindions— Rejedion  of  fome  newly  difcovtred  iflandi 
— Infolent  anfwer  from  Vienna— Dectaration  of  war— Unfor- 
ninate  expedition  againft  Tournay  and  Mbns — MarderofM. 
T.  Dillon— -Attack  of  Furnes— Refignation  of  M.  Rochun* 
beau,  and  appointment  of  M.  Luckner  to  the  command  of  the 
xiortbern  army — Auflrians  attack  Bavay — Progreft  and  fuccef- 
fes  of  M.  de  la  Fayette's  army— Death  of  M.  Ooirriofr— 
Decrees  paft  in  the  aflembly— Machinations  of  tbc^  republi- 
can party — New  decree  againft  refradoiy  Prieils— ocjptifed 
by  the  kio^ — Decree  for  a  camp  near  Pans — The  kin^  again 
interpofes  his  veto— Difmiffion  of  the  Jacobin  jninifhy— 
Difturbed  flate  of  Paris — ^Letter  of  M.  la  F 


Of  the  miniftx^— -Outrages  of  the  soth  of  Jnne— M.  k  Fayette 
repairs  to  Pans — Succeues  of  the  French  m  the  Netherlands— 
Their  retreat— Union  of  parties— Arrival  of  the  federates— 
Confederation — Change  of  minifters— Country  proclaimed  in 
danger— New  levies-^^utragesof  the  Marfeiiloib— FaHTeaccn- 
fatipn  againft  M.  la  Fayette— Decifion  of  the  Aflembly  in  fab 
favour— Rcfignation  of  the  diredory  of-  the  deportmems— 
Proclamations  of  the  combined  Courts  end  the  Duse  of  Bruof- 
wick— Petition  for  depofing  the  king. 

_  HE  dispatches  which  were  received,  in  anfiirer  to 
the  requiiition  made  by  M.  Ddeffiurt  to  the  court  of 

VicDitfj 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  289 

Vienna,  and  which  were  fubmitted  to  the  aflbnbly  on 
the  agtli  of  Marcl^  by  the  new  minifter,  M.  Dumourier^ 
amounted  almoft  to  a  declaration  of  war.  Prince 
Katintiz,  in  a  memorial  dated  18th  of  March,  in  the 
name  of  his  mafter,  the  king  of  Hungary,  begsui  with 
(Utiog,  that  tlie  king  had  mlly  adopted  the  fyftem  ef 
the  late  emperor,  and  would  explain  himfelf  with  that 
iranknefs  which  became  a  great  power.  He  recriminated 
on  the  French  the  chaige  of  aflembling  troops  upon  the 
irontien ;  and  added,  that  the  king  of  Hungary  and 
the'princes  of  Germany  mig^t  perhaps  think  it  necelSary 
to  aflemble  flill  greater  numbers  to  maintain  their  inter-- 
nal  peace  ^ainft  the  example  of  France,  and  the  criminal 
fhachinations  ot  the  Jacobins.  The  reft  of  the  paper  was 
m  a  iimilar  ftyle  ot  haughtine^  and  outrage,  and  con* 
eluded  with  obferving  that  the  (bund  and  prindpal  part 
of  the  nation,  in  other  words,  the  ariftocratic  &dion^ 
Avould  confider  as  a  conioling  proiped  the  exiftence  of  .a 
conctrtf  the  views  of  which  were  worthy  of  their  confi- 
dence. Notwitbflanding  the  indignation  which  (o  infolent 
an  addreis  muft  neceflarily  have  produced,  M.  Dumou* 
rier,  with  great  temper  and  magnanimity,  entreated  the 
aflembly  to  wait  with  tranquillity  for  the  categorical 
anfwer  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  he  expefted  in  the 
cmirfe  of  a  few  days  ^  and  this  recommendation  of  the 
minifter  was  unanimoufly  aflented  to. 

The  vigorous  and  fpirited  condu6l  of  M.  Dumourier 
extiafted  from  the  king  of  Sardinia  a  more  moderate 
and  hvourable  reply.  He  aifurkl  the  minifter  in  general 
terms,  that  his  troops  were  adually  below  the  peace 
cftablifhment,  and  that  he  permitted  no  hofiile  aflem- 
blages  of  the  emigrants  within  his  dominions. 

We  have  already  expatiated  on  the  general  charafter  of 
the  fecond  national  aflembly,  and  we  ftiall  fbon  have  too 
many  inftances  to  record  in  confirmation  of  its  imbecility. 
An  attention  to  trifles  has  marked  too  many  of  its  delibe* 

U       ^  ration?. 
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rations,  and  fuch  an  attention  is  the  furcft  mark  oi 
incapacity.  Of  the  abfurdity  of  admitting  the  populace 
to  the  galleries  of  the  aflemWy,  permitting  them  to 
applaud  the  fpeakers,  and  in  a  manner  to  take  part  in  the 
deliberations,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  accufe  this  body, 
fince  it  was  among  the  erron  ot  the  conftituent  aflembly ; 
but  certainly  no  one  circumftance  has  contributed  more 
to  the  misfortunes  of  France.  It  was  eafy  for  any  aftivc 
and  unprincipled  fadion  to  affemble  a  mob,  and  to  fill 
the  galleries,  when  any  meafure  was  either  to  be  carried 
or  relifted.  But  this  was  not  the  whole  extent  ot  the 
evil ;  the  vanity  incident  to  human  nature  in  general,  and 
which  has  beenconfidered  as  the  charafteriftic  of  French* 
men,  converted  the  legillatures  of  a  great  nation  into 
mere  a&ors ;  their  debates  confided  more  of  popular 
declamation  than  of  wife  and  temperate  enquiry,  and 
their  fpeeches  were  addrefled  to  the  ears  ot  the  ^leries 
rather  tlian  to  the  underftandings  of  the  deputies ;  omi- 
nedtedwith  this  deflruftive  mode  of  proceeding  has  been 
the  praftice  of  voting  decrees  and  refofutions  by  acclama- 
tion ;  a  pradice  which  utterly  excluded  all  the  influence 
of  reafon,  and  which  was  more  adapted  to  the  paftimcs 
of  children  than  the  deliberations  of  philofophers  or 
kgiflatures. 

A  fingular  inftance  in  confirmation  of  thefe  refleftions 
occurred  on  the  6rh  of  April,  when  the  committee  of 
public  inftruftion  having  moved  the  lupprd5on  of  the 
monaftic  orders,  one  of  the  popular  ecdefiaflics,  to  entrap 
the  applaule  of  the  galleries,  moved  an  additiorail  decree 
tp  aboliih  all  diftinftion  of  drefs  both  ecclefiafUcal  and 
monkifti.  A  moft  indecent  fcene  followed  this  motion — 
bifhop  Fauchett  pulled  off  his  calotte^  and  another 
bifliop  depofited  his  crofe  of  gold  upon  the  table  as  a 
patriotic  gift. — Many  ineligious  allufions  were  indulged 
in,  and  it  was  fokmnly  decreed  by  the  legiilature  of  a 
great  nation,  that  all  ccclefiaftical  marks  of  diftinftion, 

except 
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Except  ih  the  adual  celebration  of  dmne  worihip,  fhould 
beabolifhed. 

Tbe  aflcmbly  on  the  igth  afforded  an  example  of 
more  liberal  and  enlightened  policy.  In  the  evening 
fitting,  a  letter  was  read  ftom  MeHrs.  Baur^^  merchants 
ot  Marieilles,  which  announced  that  M.  Marchand, 
commander  of  the  Solide,  had  difcovcred  four  new 
iOands  in  tbe  Indian  leas,  of  which  he  had  taken  poflef- 
fion  in  Jhe  name  of  the  French  nation,  and  of  Louis 
X  VL  The  iflands  were  full  of  people,  and  abottnded  in 
animal  and  vegetable  produdions.  The  Q)eech  of  M. 
Luefiiay,  on  this  occafion,  is  worthy  of  being  recorded.  - 

*'  It  is  a  great  problem,'*  faid  he,  **  whether  the  dif^ 
covery  of  America  has  been  ufcful  to  Europe ;  but  cer- 
tsuniy  America  lias  greatly  fuflfered  by  the  di(covery.  The 
iflands  difcovered  by  M.  Marchand  are  peopled — ^if  there 
was  but  one  man  there,  he  is  mafter  of  the  ifle  which  he 
inhabits.  With  what  ri^t  can  a  people,  who  renounces 
allconqueft,  take  pofleiHon  of  an  ifland  which  does  not 
beloi^  them  by  any  poffible  title  ?  Gentlemen,  the 
moment  to  prove  our  attachment  to  the  principles  of 
our  conftitution  is  come.  Let  others,  if  they  pleale, 
carry  to  thefe  £ivage  iflands,  as  they  have  been  hitherto 
denominated,  the  arts,  the  riches,  and  the  vices  of 
Europe !  Let  us  remain  faithfiil  to  our  declaration  of 
tbe  rights  of  men,  and  let  us  take  care  not  to  make  an 
attack  on  the  natural  liberty,  which  we  have  recognized^ 
and  which  we  have  been  the  firft  to  proclaim.** 

Tbisojnnion  was  crowned  by  general  plaudits,  feveral 
times  reiterated,  and  the  aflembly  clofed  the  difcuflion. 

The  period  now  24)proached  when  the  interefted  and 
barbarous  politics  of  a  combiitation  of  defpots  was  to 
deluge  Europe  with  blood,  to  brii^  on  a  great  and 
populous  nation  the  mod  dreadful  outrages,  and  to 
invdive  in  the  general  min  a  benevolent  and  pious  prince, 
whole  only  crime,  if  he  was  really  guilty  of  any,  was  being 
the  dupe  of  their  criminal  intrigues. 

U  2  What 
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What  the  caution  of  Le(>pold  would  at  leift  bavc 
deferred,  was  precipitated  by^  the  violence  and  atdour  of 
a  young  king.  Yet  even  he  (if  we  'may"trfedit  the 
reprefentation  of  M.  NoaiHes,  the  French  luiibat&dor  at 
Vienna)  was  urged  to  k  premature  d*clatra!tion  ot  his 
intentions  by  the  court  ot*  Berlin.  What  the  6by^s  of 
that  court  could  be  is  liot  eal'y  to  conceive;— fts  domi- 
nions  did  not  bonder  upon  France,  nor  wafe  the  ^Hilary 
government  of  Priiflia  likeJy  to  be  deranged  by  tlic 
cxtenfion  of  democratic  principles.  I  wo  bbjeftsonly 
prefent  themfelvcs  to  our  confideration,  *  and  oa  one 
of  them  conjefture  muft  rrf:.  It  muft  havfe  bdd'm 
contemplation  either  the  acquifition  of  territory  from 
thedifmemberment  of  France,  or  the  flill  molt  itlfidioiis 
defign  of  contributing  further  to  the  humiliation  •  6f 
^Auftria,  by  the  probability  of  its'  lofing  ^adh  in  the 
conteft,  (hould  they  not  prove  viftorioos,  tlie  B^Igic 
provinces  which  had  been  fo  lately  conquered*' 

The  difpatch  of  M.  Dumourier  to  the  king  of  H«li»- 
gary  was  accompanied  by  an  afledionate  let^r  inllie 
king's  own  hand-wrifing  to  his  nephew,  entnrating  Ubu 
by  every  motive  to  ftop  the  efiliiion  of  blobd,  and  afluring 
him  that  the  confiifl  could  onfy  pn^ve  ultimateW  idtal 
to  him,  the  king  of  France.  With  (b  little  fuccefs, 
however,  was  this  application  attended,  that  the  rej^tA 
the  imperial  minifter  ieemed  only  to  breaflie  aa  tncreaied 
fpirit  of  inlblence  and  pride.  The  minifter  avowed  openly 
the  concert  of  princes  againft  the  conftitution  of  Ftance, 
and  infifted  upon  certain  terms,  upon  wiiich  alone  the 
courts  of  Berlin  and  Vieima  could  ndt  \^ithcid  from 
boflilities.  Thefe  terms  were — ^fJrft,  to  gujtrantee  the 
feudal  rights  of  the  Geiroan  jirinccfs  in  A&c^  and  Lor- 
raine ;  fecondly,  to  refioEre  Avlgnoa  toithep^;  and  the 
third  condition  was  the  moft  lingular  of  aH,-  fiijiw^  »it 
was  indefinite.  It  muft  be  notified  according  to  ttettton« 
ftmftion  which  the  demandants  might  prefer,   and  i^-as 

incapable 
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incapable  of  any  otW  definition.  Tht  terms  of  condition 
were,  "  That  the  neighbouring  powers  (hall  have  no 
rcaibn  for  tlve  apprehen(]On&  which  aiiie  fix>m  the  preient 
weakn^($-pf  the  internal  government  of  France."  Far  the 
reft,  M.  dcrNoailles  was  refe/rcd  to  -the  official  note  of 
the  iSth.oi  March,  which  Us  teen  already  noticed. 

As  the  iptef>ciot|5  of  the  conibined  courts  could  be  no 
longer  doubted,  it  wasreiblyed  in  the  council  to  declare 
war  ag^ini(  the  king  of  Hupgar)%  Perhaps,  notwith-  , 
ftanding  the  provocation  which  had  been  given  to  the 
'French  ration,  .i(  would  (lill  have  b^n  wch  politic  to 
;have  been  lefs  precipitate,  and  to. have  compelled  Aufbia 
(p  appear  if  every  view  in  the  chara6ter  of  the  amreflbn 

Such  at  leaft  we  are  afTured  was  the  opinion  ^M.  la 
Fayetb^,  whole  judgment  appears  in  general  to  have  been 
found,  and  whofe  patriot  iirn  none  but  a  violent  and  def- 
pcratei^ion  has  ever  prefumed  to  queftion.  The  pro- 
pofaUor  a  declaration  of  war  was  made,  by  the  Fithch 
king,  to  the  ailembly  on  the  20th  of  April,  when  war 
«ras  jdecreed  againft  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bc^emia, 
^mudft  the  applaufes  of  the  legiflative  body,  anda  numer^ 
QW  crowd  of  fpeftators*. 

.  The  mo^ves  alledged  by  the  French  nation,  in  their 
declaration  for  commencing  hoftilities,  were-^ 

That  tbcj  court  of  Vienna,  in  contradiction  to  repeated 
fetnpoftianoes,  continued  to  grant  open  proteftion  to  the 

♦  It  was  utterly  inconiiflent  with  all  the  fomicr  public  profef* 
liooi^  of  the  .French  nation  to  have  been  thusprectpUate  in  declar- 
JQg  w^r.  A  ftate  of  war  is  the  iummit  of  human  calamities; 
ana  any  people  who  have  the  leaft  regard  to  humanity,  religion, 
or  the  rights  of  man,  ought  to  be  extremely  cautkus^  and  averfi 
to  bring  fucha  dreadful  calamity  on  the  hpmin  mce.  ■•  '*  Only  by 
pride  ^onnetb  contention,"  (ays  Solomon.  Pride  ii  the  paflion  of 
tocds  2"^  national  pride  is  the  mof^  fooljih  form  of  it.  How  often 
is  tiic  abfiii-d^and  fancied  Jt^ity  of  nations  the  caufe  of  murder 
and  ^erfiipeetWof  iajuftictf!  The  French  evinced  that  they 
wtfeWm^AitAyv  *fP,hM9fAen^  whenthcy  entered^thus  haftily 
in^o  ?yar.  From  the  Delpotic  courts  nothing  of  virtue  and  good. 
aci  could  be  expcftc4;  we  therefore  forbear  to  ccnfure  them. 

U3'  rebel 
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The  national  trcx>ps,  not  yet  eccuftome^  lo  (tfftain  ih^ 

fire  o^rcgHlar  iddiers,  were  thrown  into  diiordn^ahnoft 

on  the  firft  attack.     The  general  made  every  Mertion  to 

seduce  them  to  their  duty,  and  was  obfervedfifif^be4ihe, 

exhorting  them  to  keep  their  ranks.     Unfcntunatdy,  in 

the  niidft  of  the  confufion,  fome  perfon^  a6tti!lted  either 

by  cowajdice  or  treachery,  exclaimed,-^"  Saove  qui 

peut  V^  £uid  the  voice  appeared  to  pity^ed  immecfetfeijr 

from  the  fpot  where  M.  Dilkm  ftood/    The'  fofpidoas 

and  initable  temper  of  the  Fi^ench  wasinftantly  ^fxcitcd; 

agenem!  cryd  "Treafon,  treafon^  we  alt  Wftlyed  !^* 

fpread  Irom  nbik  to  rank  i  the  panic  becan:ie  tUdVtf&J, 

and  th^  whole  party  fled  before  the  puriucrs  in  die  utmoft 

diforder,  even  to  the  gates  of  Lifl^,    The  utif<Munattt 

commander,  M.  Dillon,  was  murdered  almoft'as  foon  as 

he  eilteled  the  city,  and  his  dead  body  was  torn  td'^edes 

by  the  foldiers  and  the  mob.     Their  favage  *  hay  tod 

fiercely  (abated  itielf  upon  this  vidim,  of  popdalrdekifiont 

befbre  a  party  of  the  royal  Cravate  (a  regiment  of  tavalr^) 

rufhiog  precipitately  tov^'ardsLifle,  overtdok  M.  BerthoOj 

an  officer  of  engineers,  beyond  the  Porte  de  Pitfe.  They 

no  fooner  faw  him,  than  (bme  of  them  exclaimed,  **  There 

goes  another  of  thefe  traitors !"  and  infbhthr  fdFopoii 

the  unhappy  gentleman,  who,  after  receivu^  ftf^Ml 

(hots,  fell  (ix>m  his  horfe;  and  the  body  bein^foipended 

fix>m  a  kmp-iron,  every  fbldicr  in  the  party  difchasged 

hi^  piece  at  it  as  he  p^ed.     It  was  aU6  laidi  that  M. 

Chaumont,  aiJ  d6  camp  to  General  Dillon,  aprieft  undcf 

the  (oipicion  of  being  a  fpy,  and  four  Tyrolefe  priib»eis» 

were  murdered.     1 1  h  pwever  afterwardsi  appe^i^  thart 

M.  Chaumont  had  only  been  miffing,  having  bcien  Wt 

ibr  dedd  upon  the  fidd  of  battle.     That  one?  or  two 

pcrfons  bcfides  the  general*  and  M.  Berthois,  k>ft  thpir 

lives  m  the  aflray)  we  ftre  difpofcd  to  belies ;  but  that 

they  eculd  not  be  prifonerSi  is  tiartahi^  fjfibe  the  tfiith  is, 

that  riie  retreat  of  the  French  wa&foprec^itate  that  no 

prijbners  were  takea. 

The 
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The  4ivi(ion  under  M.  ^£iron  took  pofleffion  of 
Quievram^onthe  29th,  wkhout  oppofitioii,  and  inarched 
towards  Moos  in  three  columns.  The  genera]  reached 
BoSii  without  meetii^  any  perfon  except  ibme  travellen, 
who.  intocfned  hinji  of  a  grand  movement  of  the  Aufhri- 
ans.  >  Att^^  of  the  village  of  Bofib,  he  was  <^pofed 
by  foni^xhulans,  ,whom  he  difperfed  by  a  few  difcharges 
6t  CWDQB.  r-  As  foon  as  he  came  in  fight  of  Mons»  he 
coukl  discover  that  the.  heights  before  the  city  were 
occupied  by  aivery  coofiderabl?  body  of  troops^  advan- 
tagecMjfly  poCbed,  which,  it  appeared  aiterwaids,  were 
comiDandediby  the  boron  de  Beaulieu.  The  Auffarians, 
it.  .was- ey^nt,  were  more  numerous  than  the  French, 
an^  the  igi^mva];  could  difcover  fome  manoeuvres  which 
s^nounoedan  intention  to  turn  his  right.  I'hus  fituated, 
M>r>  Bifoa  determined  to  wait  the  newt  of  the  attack 
to?iaids  Tournay.  About  five  in  the  evening  however, 
the.f»enfiy  attacked  part  of  his  right  wing  at  the  village 
of  Vaones.  The  French  conduced  themfelves  with 
great  (kill  and  firmneis,  and  the  Auftrians  weie  repulied 
wiAh  fooie  lois. 

At  length  M.  Btron  received  information  fipom  mar- 

d%A  Rochombeau  of  the  defeat  of  general  Dillon,  and 

detoitnined  to  retreat  in  the  morning.    Towards  ten 

o'dock  at  ni^t  he  faw  the  5th  and  6th  regiments  of 

dn^pons  oMUQted  on  horieback  without  otders,  and 

pit)oeecbng  to  the  left  of  the  campj  where  th^  formed  a 

lOohtfiHi.   ^e  puriued  them  alone  and  unarmed,  but  was 

.earned  aw^y  with  the  column,  whieh  was  in  a  quick  trot, 

9tii  crying  out,  they  were  betrayed.     In  this  mamier  the 

gcnend  was  carried  for  moce  than  a  league^  before  he 

oeukl  prevail  on  his  Hying  tioops  to  obey  hjm.     He 

focceeded  at  length,  and  bron^t  theon  all^  except  thirty 

of  forty,  back  to  tb^  camp»  but  the  defe^eis  proceeded 

oa  to  Valenciepnes,  repQjrtingi  that  they  were  betrayed 

by  Mu  BiroQ,  who  had  defected  tp  Mons*  On  the  30th 

at 
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at  da^r-break  M.  Biron  began  his  retreat,  and  anived 
without  nioleftalion  at  Quievrain.  Here  he  left  M. 
Fkury  with  a  part  of  his  troops,  and  went  to  conduft 
the  army  to  the  camp  they  had  occupi^  before  Quive- 
rechain.  He  fcarcely,  however  was  arri^  at  this  place, 
before  the  battalion  of  national  guards,  who  covered 
Qmevrain,  were  difpoflTefied  by  the  hulans.  M.  Biron 
now  tonceived  that  the  only  means  of  faving  the  camp 
was  ta  attack  Quievrain,  which  he  did  witii  the  49th 
aad  carried  it ;  but  to  keep  it,  feme  fupport  was  ne^ 
fery;  and  the  reft  of  the  army,  and  the  infantry  in 
pitfticular,  were  (0  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  that  they 
vme  titterly  unfit  for  fcrvice.  The  general  therefore 
found  himielf  under  the  neceffity  of  abandonii^  his  camp 
and  train  to  the  enemy,  and  of  making  a  precipitate 
retreat  to  Valenciennes.  Marihal  Rochambeau  pofted 
hifiifelf  with  fome  iquadrons  on  the  heights  of  St.  Saure 
la  &¥our  the  retreat,  which  was  accohiplifhed  hap[^ 
wkhout  a  repetition  of  the  fame  difgraceful  icenes  wUch 
had  been  aded  at  Lifk.-  The  French  fiifiained  a  con- 
fiderable  lofs  in  this  expedition,  but  more  by  hunger 
and  fat^ue  than  by  the  fword  of  the  enemy. 

The  only  one  of  the  three  parties  which  fucceeded,  was 
that  under  M.  Carl,  and  which  confifted  of  only  1400 
infantry  and  240  cavalry.  This  fmall  party  prefented 
themfelves  on  the  29th  of  April  before  Fumes,  and  the 
commander  defired  a  conference  with  the  magiftrates;  in 
the  cburfe  of  which,  he  informed  them,  that  the  French 
were  not  come  to  make  war  on  the  Fiemmii^  but  to 
treat  them  as  friends  and  brothers.  The  mediates 
offered  to  deliver  up  the  keys  of  the  gates,  but  this  was 
declined.  The  failure  of  the  gpneral  plan  obliged  M.  Carl 
to  retreat  to  Ghywilde,  and  foon  after  to  Dunkirk,  with 
no  other  fruit  from  his  expedition. 

So  ill  concerted  had  the  meafures  of  the  French  minif* 
try  been,  that  M.  Rochambeau  comlplained  tliat  **  the 

plan 
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plan  of  M.  Biron's  expedition  was  publiftied  in  all  the 
journak  before  he  knew  it  officially  ;*'  and  fays,  in  his 
letter  to  the  king,  that  "  the  minifters,  and  particulaily 
the  minifter  of  war,  wiflied  to  play  the  whole  ^mc,  and 
made  him  only  a  piece  to  be  moved  about  at  will."  On 
this  account,  and  becaufe  he  dilapproved  of  offenfive  war, 
he  defired  permiflion  to  refign ;  and  after  ibme  delay, 
mafhal  Luckner  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
northern  army  in  his  ftead. 

The  news  of  the  atrocities  committed  at  Lille  were 
received  at  the  capital  with  a  univerfalfenfation  of  horror; 
nor  was  the  army  under  M.  la  Fayette  lefs  eaxncfl  in 
exprefiing  its  abhorrence,  and  in  demanding  juftice  on 
the  murderers.  The  mention  of  this  army  leads  us  natu- 
rally back  to  the  narrative  of  ifs  operations.  It  was  a  pvt 
of  die  plan  concerted  in  the  French  cabinet,  that  all  the 
French  troops  fhould  be  in  motion  about  the  fame  tame, 
and  f6rm,  if  pofiible,  a  general  rendezvous  in  the  centre 
of  the  Auflrian  Netherlands.  Agreeably  to  this  plan, 
M.  la  Fayette  was  to  be  at  Givet  by  the  30th  ot .  the 
month ;  and  thoiogh  the  orders  only  reached  him  on  the 
24th,  and  though  he  was  in  mofl  reipedts  very  ill  appoin- 
ted, he  was,  by  great  exertions,  enabled  to  provide 
feventy-eight  pieces  of  cannon  by  the  26th,  and  on  the 
fame  day  difpatched  a  large  body  with  the  convoy  of 
artillery,  under  the  comrnand  of  M.  Narbonne,  late  minif- 
ter of  war,  to  penetrate  by  forced  marches  to  Givet.  It 
was  a  wonderful  inflance  of  activity  in  military  operations, 
that  M.  Narbonne,  with  a  heavy  train  of  artillery,  per- 
formed a  march  of  fifty-fix  leagues,  over  ground  generally 
bad,  and  which  he  had  not  had  time  previoufly  to  .exa- 
mine, in  five  days.  The  refl  of  the  troops  were  equally 
pundual ;  and  after  driving  in  the  patroles  pf  the  enemy 
arrived  without  lofe  on  the  appointed  day.  On  the  ift 
of  May  major-general  Gouvion  'took  poft  at  Bouvines, 
halfway  to  Nainur,  and  every  thing  appeared  to  confpirc 

t6 
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to  crown  this  expedition  with  fucccfe.     The  fiiilure  o^ 
M.  M.  Biron  and  Dillon,  however,  reodeved  it  utterly 
Mruitle^,   though  M.  la  Fayette  Coiitii»ittd(to  retain  his  ~ 
poll,  and  even  flowly  to  advance  npori  dicienemy. 

Notwithftanding  the  repulfe  c*  the  French  iKirthern 
army,  on  their  attempt  to  penetrate  th6  AuArian  frontier, 
it  was  fome  time  beforft  the  enemy  was  In  a  condkioii  to 
retaliate.  On  the  17th  of  May  a  body  of  Auftiians,  to 
amount  of  three  thoufand/attacked  Bavai>  and  took  the 
garrifbn,  amounting  to  eighty  men,  prifoneps ;  but  intelli- 
gence was  no  iboner  brooght  of  the  attack,  than  M* 
Noailles  with  a  van  guard  df  cavalry  was  lent  to  the  cdief 
of  the  town.  Marlhal  Luckner  in  perfon  accompanied 
this  advanced  guard ;  and  marlhal  RochambeaufoUoMd 
to  fupport  him  with  a  body  of  inlantry.  The  expedition 
of  the  Auftrians  was,  however,  only  a  predatoiy  excurfion, 
and  they  had  ret]rcated  two  hours  before  the  amval  of 
M.  Luckner,  and  took  with  them  a  quantity  of  forage, 
which,  in  effeft,  appeared  to  be  their  principal  objeQ* 

We  left  the  army  of  M.  la  Fayette  occupying  a  traft 
of  country  from  Givet  to  Bouvines,  and  rather  gaining 
ground  gradually  on  the  enemy.  On  the  22d  and  23d 
of  May,  the  advanced  guard  under  M.  Gouvion  was 
employed  in  foragti^,  which,  though  attended  with  luc- 
.  ce6,  was  alfo  prtxiudive  of  confiderable  &tigue.  On  tlie 
83d  M.  Gouvion  was  attacked  at  Hamphine,  near  Flo- 
lennesvby  a  force,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  Inperior  to 
«  his  own,  which  amounted  to  only  four  thou&nd  men. 
^  The  Auftrian  advanced  guard  were  twice  repulfed;  but 
M.  Gouvion  obferving  tSc  great  fupcriority  ot  the  enemv, 
gave  orders  to  difpatch  his  camp  equipage  to  PhilipviUe ; 
i^nd  this  was  efFefted  with  the  lofe  of  ooLy  twJnty  tents, 
which  he  had  not  the  means  of  tranfportio^.  After  this 
precaution,  M.  Gouvion  effeifled  a  retreat  with  dveutmoft 
iegularity.  The  French  in  thb  aftion  had  twenty-four 
killed  and  fi.xty-three  wounded,  and  bft  thflce  pieces  of 
cannon/ 

The 
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The  next  aSion  in  ^bich  this  >  army  was  engaged, 
thoogli  it  «W;ax3iwnod  with  viftoty,  was  yet  unfortunate 
for  Fraaee;  as^itdefxived  the  nation  of  one  of  its  ableft 
generab  ahd  firmeft  patriots.  On  tlic  1 1  th  of  June  the 
Auftrians attacked  the  advanced  guard  of  M.  la  Fayette, 
at  GfifeUenearMaubeugB;  biiiM.  Gouvion,  whocom- 
maiided^  aware  of  their  ^fign,  di{|)atched  his  camp  equi- 
page t@l  Maubeuge,  and  began  a  retreating  fight,  in 
wfaidi  h6  infantry  was  conftantly  covered  by  the  hedges, 
and  the  em^my's  cohimns  (iiffered  confiderably  fifom  his 
cannon.  ATiolent  hurricane  prevented  the  main  body 
60m  hearing  the  fignals ;  but  as  foon  as  the  news  arrived 
at  ti)b  camp  s  confiderable  reinforcement  was  conducted 
by  M«<  :Naibonne  on  the  fknk  of  the  enemy ;  while  M • 
la  Fsjpette  bmifelf  advanced  with  the  main, army.  The 
AofWians  abandoned  the  field,  and  a  part  oi  their  killed 
and  wdunded,  to  the  French,  who  purfued  them  more 
than  a  league  beyond  the  ground  of  their  advanced 
guatd,  which  again  took  poflcflion  of  its  former  poft. 

In  the  ooufie  of  the  a&ion  the  lieutenant  colonek  of 
the  laments  of  Cote  d*  Or  were  killed ;  and  M.  Gouvion, 
enraged  that  an  ammunition  cheft  did  not  come  up  in 
time,  went  to  Expedite  it  with  a  huflar,  towards  a  houfe 
not  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  there  by  a  mod  &tal  acci* 
dent  was  killed  by  a  rolling  bullet. 

The  defertkxi  of  the  4th  re^ment  of  hufTars,  and  fbme 
other  icddiets  firom  Strafbuigh,  ierved  to  raiie  the  hopes 
of  Jhe  em^raits  in  f  avow  of  the  pcobabiiky  of  a  counter- 
revelation.  >  Their  hopes,  however,  in  this  inilance  were 
illfaunlded,  as  it  appears  that  the  fddiers  Irnd  been  petu 
fuaded,  by  ^fe  prctehces  of  their  officers,  and  tBat  a 
cohfideiable  number,  when  informed  of  the  ddufion, 
retnmied  to  tlieir  doty. 

The  cenoemsof  the  war,  and  the  oontcfts  of  party, 
'  occupied  thct  national  afi^biy  fo  cothpletely,  that  little 
was  efFcfled  in  the  biifincfs  of  legiflaticn  from  the  com- 
mencement 
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mencement  of  the  year.  The  decree  which  ordered  the 
burning  of  the  parchments,  writiogs,  and  pi6hires,  rela- 
tive  to  the  pedigjrees  of  the  nobility^  was  a  further  mftance 
of  that  trifling  fpirit,  lo  \itterly  dilgraceful  to  the  legifla- 
ture  of  a  great  nation,  which  they  already  had  frequently 
evinced.  A  decree  pafled  dxwt  the  lame  period,  for 
educating  at  the  expence  of  the  nation  thofe  dnldren  who 
had  been  fent  from  St.  Domingo  to  France,  but  whole 
parents  or  relations  had  been  diiabled  by  the  tr<»ubks  from 
remitting  money  for  their  lixpport,  was  truly  laudable. 
Some  laws  were  alfo  made  relpefting  the  crime  of  defer- 
tion,  which,  unlefs  we  confider  thmi  as  adapted  entirely 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  time,  muft  be  aocounted  too 
kv^re  tor  €V€n  the  military  code  of  a  firee  country.  The 
decree,  however,  for  the  fiippreffion  of  privateering,  was 
calculated  in  every  view  to  rdled:  honour  on  a  civilized 
nation.  War  is  a  flate  fb  naturally  pregnant  with  evil,  as 
to  induce  the  benevolent  mind  to  wi(h  fcM:  every  mlt^* 
tion  of  his  calamities ;  and  tfie  plunder  of  Individuals  is  a 
(hameful  pradlice,  calculated  entirely  to  prevert  the  morals 
of  a  people,  and  to  render  them  in  every  inftanoe  iai^ui* 
nary  and  ferocious. 

We  have  now  to  report  a  feries  of  tranikdions, 
equally  di%raceful  and  ruinous  to  France.  When 
treating  of  the  flight  of  the  king,  we  intimated  that 
the  kingdom  was  not  in  a  ftate  to  bear  a  fecond 
revolution.  It  was  impoffible,  in  theclafti  of  parties, 
that  there  fhould  not .  be  a  futwcrfion  of  order  and  of 
property.  It  was  impoffible  that  a  new  governo^nt, 
m  many  inftances  oppofile  to  all  former  principles, 
fhould  be  eftablifhed  without  the  mofl  violent  convul- 
fion  of  the  whole  flate.  The  firft  conftitution  was  a 
fufficient  deviation  from  the  habits  and  prejudices  of 
flic  French,  it  was  as  much  as  could  be  endured  ;  and 
to  attempt  to  carry  further  the  democratic  (cheme,  was 
to  facrifice  the  liberty  they  had  already  achieved. ' 

.  The 
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The  rq)ublican  party  thought  differently ;  and  they  ' 
did  not  forefee  that  they  mv&  themfelvcs  (hortly  lole 
the  power  which  they  were  about  toaflume  by  unjuftifi- 
able  means,  and  that  men  of  ftill  more  daring  views  and 
dilix)fitions  would  be  enabled  to  take  the  lead,  and  to 
follow  their  example  in  forcibly  excluding  them  from 
that  authority  which  they  occupied.  Thefe  were  con- 
fequences  which  they  did  nor  forefee,  but  which  they 
might  have  anticipated,  had  they  ftudied  hiftory  rather 
than  metaphyfics,  and  looked  upon  the  manners  of 
mankind  rather  than  on  theories  of  governments.     . 

Hie  defigns  of  this  party,  almoft  from  the  firft  meet* 
ing  of  the  new  aflembly,  had  evidently  tended  to  the 
detlironing  of  the  king,  and  the  eftablifhing  a  republic. 
The  Jacobin  clubs  inftituted  in  all  the  principal  cities  of 
the  kingclom,  and  linked  together  by  an  intimate  corref^ 
pondence,  conftituted  the  great  engine  by  which  the 
public  fentiment  was  to  be  changed.  The  prefe  over- 
flowed with  produftions  abufive  of  royalty ;  the  private 
charafters  of  the  reigning  family  were  publicly  calumnia- 
ted ;  the  lincerity  of  tl^e  king's  acceptance  of  the  cpnfli- 
tution  was  queftioned  ;  and  to  keep  the  public  mind  in 
conftant  agitation,  continual  rumours  were  fpread  of  hk 
intending  to  quit  the  kingdom,  and  throw  himfelf  into 
the  arms  of  the  hoftile  powers. 

The  afcendency  of  tlie  Jacobins  has  been  proved 
already  in  feveral  inftances.  It  was  evinced  in  the  late 
appointment  of  the  miniftry.  On  the  refignation  of  M. 
de  Gfirve,  which  foon  followed  the  unfortunate  affair  of 
M.  Dillon,  M.  Servan  another  violent  Jacobin,  was 
added  to  the  miniflry,  which  in  the  beginning  of  May 
was  entirely  compofed  of  that  party.  In  thus  driving 
before  the  florm,  the  king  adled  with  prudence  and  pro- 
priety, but  he  endeavoured  to  ftem  it  too  foon.  Perhaps 
the  languine  temper  of  M.  Dumourier,  and  a  fond  reli- 
ance on  his  own  great  abilities,  might  make  him  the 

advifer 
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adviferof  the  king  in  thde  imprudeDtjKnearuiiea;  perhaps 
the  king  mi^t  be  wearied  ouL.with  tbe  continued  iniuits 
to  which  he  was  expoied,  and  mig^  detenniae  upon 
one  great  and  defpers^e  efibrt  to  refume  bis  loft  autb<Kity. 
Be  this  as  it  may^  it  was  not  long  before  it  was  difvovcr- 
ed,  that  there  no  longer  ezifted  that  haitnony  and  confi- 
dence betweep  the  members  of  the  cabinet  which  was 
efienttal  to  the.public  lafety ;  M.  Dumourier.  was  fufpe^i- 
ed  of  deierting  his  Jacobin  friends^  and  was  on  moil 
occasions  m  an  adtual  minority  with  M.  Lacofie,  the 
miniAerof  marine. 

The  republican  party  in  the  mean  time  were  inde6- 
tigable  in  exciting  4he  fufpicions  and  turbulent  fpirit  of 
the  metropolis.  ^  The  ^juftence  oi  what  they  termed 
an  Auftrian  committee,  or  a  combination  of  courtiers 
to  betray  the  public  to  the  houle  of  Auftria,  was  publk- 
'*ly  aflerted ;  and  as  the  ex-minifters  M.  Moatmorin  and 
Bertrand  were  charged  with  being  at  the  head  ci  this 
combination,  they  determined  on  the  prolecution  d 
their  calumniators.  An  unfortunate  ftep  which  was 
taken  by  M.  la  Riviere,  a  judge  of  tlie  peace,  \n  cidng 
M.  M.  Chabot,  Bazire,  and  Merlin,  three  deputies  of 
the  af&mbly,  and  among  the  mod  clamorous  of  the 
detraftors  d  M.  Montmorin,  to  appear  before  him, 
rather  injured  tlie  caufe  it  was  meant  to  (enre.  A  decree 
of  accufiktion  was  pailed  againft  M.  la  Riviere,  and  M. 
M.  Genlonne  and  Briflbt  undertook  .to  prove  the  exift- 
ence  of  an  Auftrian  committee. 

As  the  charafker  of  the  kii^  was  implicated  in  the 
calumny  refpefting  the  traitorous  combbation,  he  \%rote 
himfeif  to  the  aflmibly,  requeiling  that  the  tmth  of  the 
report  might  be  fiully  inveftigated,  and  if  deftitutc  of 
foundation,  that  the  bafe  inventors  of  it  might  l3e  brought 
to  punifhment — ^Butfuchis  the  perverfcnefs  of  mankind, 
that  this  interference  of  the  king  was.cenfured  as  unoon- 
ilitutionat,  and  the  application  was  heard  only  by  a  mur- 
mur of  difapprobation. 

On 
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On  tile  2ftd  of  May,  M.  M.  Genibone  aod  Briflbt 
brought  iorwtrd  their  aocuiation  agaunft  M.  M.  Mont- 
mcHrin  md  Bettmnd;  but  their  ipeeches  were  more  replete 
with  declamation  than  proof,  and  the  only  b&  on  which 
they  could  reft  was  a  pai&Qt  in  a  ktter  fiom  M.  Mont- 
inorin  to  the  French  minifler  at  Vienna,  in  Auguft  1791* 
in  which  he  lays,  *\The  beft  men  in  the  national  aflem- 
bly  (viz.  fiamave,  Lameth,  Duport,  &c.)  and  tho^ 
who  have  the  gmteft  influence,  are  now  a<^ing  in  con- 
cert with  the  true  iervants  of  the  king,  to  reftoie  to  his 
m^gefty  the  authority  neceflary  to  carry  on  his  govern- 
ment/* On  the  ift  and  ad  of  June,  tlie  ex-minifters 
(ubmitted  their  defences  in  writing  to  the  national  ailem- 
bly,  who  referred  them  to  a  committee. 

As  the  rumour  of  the  Auftrian  committee  did  not 
2^>pear  (officiently  to  ad  upon  the  fears  and  iufpidons  of 
the  multitudey  and  as  there  was  an  a£hial  deficiency  of 
evidence  on  that  fubjeft,  another  expedient  was  relolved 
on  by  the  republican  party^  which  appeared  better  calcu- 
lated to  promote  their  views.  A  report  was  indufirioufly 
circulated,  that  on  the  83d  of  May  the  Idng  intended 
fecretly  to  ablcond  firom  Paris;  and  to  lend  acdour  to 
the  fi&ion,  M.  Petion,  the  mayor,  wrote  to  the  com- 
mandant-general of  the  national  guard,  communicatii^ 
his  f u(picions,  and  entreating  him  to  emj^y  ^ery  meafiire 
of  obfervation  ahd  prudence.  The  letter  o/t  M.  Petion 
produced  an  immediate  reply  firom  the  king,  directed  to 
the  municipality  of  Paris — His  majefty  treats  the  report 
as  a  new  and  horrible  calumny,  intended  only  to  excite 
the  people  to  infuiredUon,  and  to  force  him  to  quit  the 
capital — He  however  ailures  them,  that  the  effiMs  of 
thefe  traitors  (hall  be  in  vain.— ^  While  Fraaoe,"  fays 
he»  *'  has  enemies  to  encounter  at  home  and  alxoad,  it  is 
in  the  capfal  tm  poft  is  to  be  eftablifhed«-~l  commit 
myfetf,*'  he  adds,  <^  without  refcrve  to  the  citizens  of 
Bans  an4  fhc  national  guards  Surrounded  by  them, 
X  and 
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and  ftrong  in  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  I  (hall  wrap 
myfelf  up  in  tranquillity,  fearlefe  of*  all  events,  &c. 

M.  Petion  anfwered  the  letter  of  the  king.  He  men- 
tioned having  received  information  from  different  quarters 
refpefting  the  king's  intended  flight,  but  he  omitted 
to  (pecify  the  evidence  on  which  he  grounded  his  fufpi- 
cion.  From  this  circumftance  therefore  we  are  inclined 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  report.  That  the  kii^, 
harafled  as  he  was  by  the  faftions  of  the  metropolis, 
and  the  intrigues  of  the  Jacobins,  might  indeed  meditate 
a  fecond  flight,  is  by  no  means  improbable ;  that  cVlen 
luppofing  the  fufpicion  not  well  founded,  M.  Petion 
might  have  received  information  to  that  effed,  athcr 
from  ill-intentioned  or  credulous  perfons,  is  equally  tb 
be  believed;  but  in  either  cafe,  the  evidence  on  which 
the  feft  refled  (hould  have  been  brought  forward ;  the 
cafe  (hould  have  been  elucidated  by  every  poflible  means, 
fince  an  accufation,  unfupported  by  proof,  muft  aacMd- 
ing  to  every  law  of  evidence  be  deemed  a  calumny. 

The  French  charafter,  however,  we  have  too  frequent- 
ly had  occafion  to  intimate,  is  particulariy  pfxjne  to  be 
adted  upon  by  jealoufy  and  fufpicion.  Notwithflanding 
the  defeft  of  evidence  which  we  have  juft  noticed,  tl)c 
king's  intention  to  withdraw  himfclf  appears  to  have 
obtained  fome  degree  of  credit ;  and  as  the  body  guard 
which  had  been  allotted  to  the  king  by  the  conftitution 
was  particularly  fufpeded  of  invicijm,  it  was  drfbaoded 
by  a  decree  of  the  alTembly  on  the  30th  of  May,  and 
the  province  of  defending  the  perfon  of  the  king  \¥as 
committed  to  the  national  guard  of  Paris.  A  decree  of 
accufation  was  alfo  pafled  againft  the  commandant  M. 
Briflac.  At  the  fame  fitting  two  of  the  deputies  attach- 
ed to  the  court,  M.  M.  Frondiere  and  Clave,  wcic 
committed  prifoners  to  the  Abbey,  on  a  charge  of  info- 
lent  conduQ:  to  the  aflfcmbly. 

Tk 
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The  refulal  of  the  king  to  fka£kion  the  decree  againft 
the  refradory  clergy,  only  ferved  to  provoke  a  meafure  of 
ftiU  greater  feverity  and  cmelty  againft  thofe  unhappy 
perfons.  On  the  26th  of  May  a  decree  was  pafled, 
authorifing  tlie  banifhment  of  any  non-juring  pried,  on 
a  petition  prefented  to  the  direftory  of  the  diltrift-  by 
twenty  citizens.  The  ecclefiaftic  was,  in  fuch  cafe,  to 
declare  to  what  foreign  country  he  meant  to  retire,  wliea 
he  was  to  be  furniflied  with  a  paflport,  to  quit  the 
diftriA  within  twenty-four  horns.  To  this  decree  alio 
the  king,  alter  fome  deliberation,  affixed  his  veto. 

The  national  guard  of  Paris  did  not  efcape  the  iu^i- 
cions  of  the  republican  party.  They  flill  feared  or  afF©£kcd 
the  Auflrlin  committee.  More  therefore  with  a  vievv 
to  retain  their  power,  and  to  preferve  that  controul 
which  they  had  eftablilhed  over  the  meafures  of  the  oourt, 
than  to  pr6te6k  the  capital  from  its  external  enemies^  it 
was  propofed  on  the  6th  of  June,  by  the  militairy  cona- 
mittee—**  That  a  camp  of  twenty  thou&nd  men  fhodd 
be  formed  under  the  walls  of  Paris — That  toicomplete 
this  levy,  every  canton  m  the  kingdom  (hould  be  obliged 
to  contribute  five  men,  one  of  whom  was  to  be  a  hprfe-' 
man ;  and  that  they  were  to  afi^mble  at  Paris  before  the 
14th  of  July,  the  day  of  the  cdebration  of  the  geneial 
confederation,  at  which,  to  augment  their  patnotifm, 
they  were  to  affift."  This  propolal,  which  was  .firft 
fuggefled  by  the  minifter  of  war,  was  received  witl>  infi- 
nite di^i^adtion  by  the  national  guard  and  v(^uateers 
of  Paris ;  and  as  the  objed:  did  not  elcape  the  penetration 
of  the  court,  the  king  refuied  to  lan^on  the  deoiec;   . 

Nearly  about  the  lame  period,  a  propo&lwas  mado  to 
the  national  aiiemUy,  by  the  fedtion  of  Croix  Rouge, 
that,  as  the  neceffity  was  urgent  for  armii^  the  wliole 
nation,  in  the  pident  critical  moment,  and  as  the  icar- 
city  of  fire-arms,  md  their  immenie  price,  rendmsd  it 
imp<^tde  to  many  patriotic  citizens  to  obtain  a  fupply, 
the  deputation  requeued  the  aflembly  to  order  an  imme- 
^X  2  diatc 
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diate  fabrication  of  pikes  ovet  the  whole  furface  of  the 
empire.  It  was,  however,  fome  weeks  before  the 
banditti  of  Paris  was  formally  armed,-  iq  this  manner, 
by  a  deaee  of  the  aflembly — a  decree  which  muft  ever 
be  n^retted  as  fatal  to  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

Whether  drivea  to  defperation,  or  encouraged  by  the 
fupport  which  he  experienced  from  fome  of  the  mod 
fefpeftablecharaders,  and  particularly  from  M.la  Fayette, 
is  uncertain ;  but  the  king  (eemed  now  determined  (pirit- 
cdly  to  vindicate  his  authority  ^ainft  his' opponents. 
The  event  proved  that  this  refolution  wa>  prematurely 
taken.  He  fliould  have  permitted  his  more  violent 
adverfaries  more  completely  to  expofe  themfelves;  be 
might  even  perhaps  have  made  a  feleftion  from  thofc  who 
were  not  the  moft  favourably  difpofed  to  the  court,  and, 
by  friendly  and  ingenuous  conduft,  might  have  cx>nviiiced 
them  of  the  fincerity  of  his  intentions,  and  mi^t  have 
made  the  beft  ufe  of  their  influence  with  the  people. 
'The  minifter  Roland  was  perhaps  of '  this  ddcription ; 
and  as  he  carried  with  him  to  retirement  the  relets  of 
many  unimpeachable  charafters^  we  can  only  believe 
that  he  was  himfelf  deceived  with  relpeft  to  the  inten- 
tions of  the  king,  or  that  the  monarch  did  not,  at  leaft, 
aft  that  fleady  upright  part  which  the  exigency  of  tbc 
times  required.' 

On  the  other  hand,  it  muft  not  be  denied  that  a 
numerous  and  adive  party,  including  fome  men  of 
brilliant  talents,  though  we  think  not  of  the  ibundeft 
underflanding,  were  determined  on  a  republic ;  and  they 
do  not  (eem  to  have  hefitated  much  about  the  means  df 
tocomplifhing  their  purpofe.  It  may  therefore  be  doubt- 
ed whether,  2  the  king  had  temporized,  the  ftorm  coukl 
have  been  averted.  But  however  this  may  be,  it  certainly 
was  the  only  mode  of  proceeding  that  could  afford  him 
a  chance :  this  mode  was  (we  think  imprudently)  rgeftcd, 
and  the  king  unflieathed  the  fword*  on  the  12th  of 

June, 
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June,  when  he  announced  to  the  aflembly  the  difiniflioQ 
\' of  the  Jacobin  miniftry,  M.  M.  Servan,  Claviere,  and 
Roland. — M.  Dumourier  was  appointed  minifter  of  war» 
and  was  to  be  I'ucceeded  in  the  foreign  department  by 
the  French  envoy  at  Deux  Fonts;  M.  Mourges  lucceeded 
M..  Roland,  and  M.  Naillac  was  fome  time  afterwards 
appointed  the  minifter  of  finance. 

Previous  to  his  difmilfion,  M.  Roland  had  written  a 
letter  to  the  king,  which. he  afterwards  publifhed— the 
purport  of  which  was,  to  prefe  him  to  laiiftion  the  decrees 
concerning,  the  banifliment  of  the  refraftory  clergy,  and 
the  camp  near  Paris.  M.  Rolland  alfo  blamed  the  con- 
duft  of  the  king's  guard,  and  rej)refented  to  him  that 
his  proclamation,  on  its  difTolution,  in  which  he  expreflM 
the  b'^h  fatisfaftion  he  had  derived  fi:om  its  fervices,  was 
an  imix)litic  meafure.  As  a  private  communication  to 
the  king,  th^  letter  of  M.  Roland  might  be  calculated 
to  do  good;  but  he  ought  r^ot  to  have  publifhed  it. 

In  the  mean  time  every  means  were  employed  to  renddr 
the  king  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  An  infamous 
incendiary  of  the  n^me  of  Marat  had  even  exhorted  the 
pc^nilace  to  murder  their  fovpreign.  Every  thing  on 
that  fide  was  permitted  with  impunity,  and  every  thing 
on  the  other  fuppreflfed  or  profecuted.  The  mofl  fedi- 
tious  addrefles  were  received  by  the  afferpBly.  The  inha- 
bitants of  the  fuburb  of  St.  Antoine,  accompanied  by 
immenfe  crowds  of  the  lower  rank  from  all  parts,  and  all 
armed  with  pikes,  and  headed  by  a  M.  Sanferre,  a  brewer, 
on  the  9th  of  June,  prefented  to  the  aflembly  an  addrefk, 
congratulatory  on  the  deaee  for  the  camp;  and  twenty 
thouland  armed  men,  in  dire^  violation  of  the  laws, 
filed  off  through  the  aflembly. 

It  W9s  impofCble  that  men  of  refledion  fhould  not 

forefee  the  natural  confequences  of  iuch  proceeding ;  it 

was  impoflible  that  men  of  virtue  Ihould  not  feel  mdig- 

mvit.  at  fudi  open  violations  of  eveiy  good  and  found 

X  ^  principle, 
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principle.  M.  la  Fayette,  with  more  honefty  perhaps 
fiian  prudence,  ftepped  forward  on  this  occafion.  He  * 
^rote  a  long  letter  to  the  afletnbly,  dated  from  the  camp 
of  Maubeuge,  the  i6th  of  June,  in  which  he  draws  a 
very  formidable  picture  of  the  dangerous  fituation  in 
which  the  nation  was  placed  by  the  attempts  of  its  ene- 
mies, foreign. and  domeftic;  he  unveils  the  criminal 
defigns  of  th(?  Jacobin  club,  and  attributes  to  that  fource 
of  ladion  a  confidciable  portion  of  the  public  calamities: 
he,  at  the  fame  time,  addreflfed  a  letter  to  the  king, 
cxpreffive  of  fimilar  fentiments.  If  M.  la  Fayette  was 
not  well  aiTured  that  the  (entirtients  of  his  army  concur- 
red with  the  tenor  of  thefe  letters,  he  (hould  not  have 
written  them;  if  he  Was  certain  of  the  fupport  of  the 
military,  he  fhould  have  marched  to  Paris,  and  dilperied 
the  traitors. 

The  fituation  of  miniflers  now  became  too  dangerous 
to  be  any  longer  defifable.  The  politic  Dumourier 
yyifhed  to  retrieve  a  portion  of  his  lofl  popularity,  and 
again  ajttempted  to  court  the  favour  of  the  Jacobins. 
pfe  made  a  pofitive  demand  of  the  king,  cither  to 
{ahftibn  the  decree  for  the  camp  near  Paris,  or  to 
accept  his  refignation.  The  king  remained  fteady  to  hii 
purpofe,  and  the  minifler  refignai,  and  was  followed  by 
M^  M.  Mpigues,  La  Cofle,  &c.  On  the  i8th  of  June, 
anew  appointment  took  place;  major-general  Chambon 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  foreign  affairs,  M.  Lajaid, 
tninifter  of  war,  and  M.  Montciel,  prefident  of  the 
departiTient  of  Jura,  was  appointed  mimfler  of  the  ifate- 
rior;  the  department  of  finance  was  flill  kept  vacant. 
M.  Dumourier,  in  a  letter  to  the  aflembly,  requefted 
permifTion  to  repair  to  the  army,  and  concluded  by  wifh- 
ing  that  the  fate  oi  Gouvion  might  (peedily  demonftrate 
Ills  attachment  to  his  country. 

The  agitation  produced  by  the  letter  of  La  Fayette, 
and  the  avowed  determination  of  the  banditti  of  St. 

Antoine 
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Antoine  to  prefent  sm  addrefs  to  the  king,  demanding 
the  lanaion  of  the  obnoxious  decree,  the  threats  of  the 
diflatefted,  that  they  would  plant  as  the  tree  of  liberty, 
"anafpin  in  the  garden  of  the  Thpilleries,"  prepared 
the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  Paris  for  (ome  great  event. 
On  Monday  the  i8th  of  June,  the  Jacobin  club 
declared  their  fittings  permanent.  Their  meeting  was 
tumultuous  and  outrageous  in  the  higheft  d^ee.  They 
propofed  that  M.  la  Fayette  (hould  be  lent  to  Orleans  as 
a  traitor;  and  others  wiQied  a  decree  to  be  pafled 
denouncing  him  an  enemy  to  France,  and  inviting  all 
^<M?^  patriots  to  murder  him.  While  (iich  were  the 
debates  within  doors  at  the  hall  of  the  Jacobins,  their 
emifliaries  without  were  bufily  employed  m  exciting  th^ 
pe(^le  to  infurredion,  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  their 
endeavoui:s  were  but  too  iucceishil.  On  the  20th  ^ 
Jane,  in  the  morning,  M.  Ra^dercr,  the  procurer  gencT 
ral  fyndic,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  national  aflembly. 
and  informed  them,  contrary  to  the  laws,  ther«  exiftol 
in  the  city  and  fuburbs  the  mod  formidable  aflbciations 
of  armed  men;  that  they  threatened  to  proceed  to  the 
Tbuilleries,  to  prefent  a  petition  in  arms,  both  to  the 
king  and  the  aflembly.  He  entreated  the  l^flature  not 
to  receive  them,  but  to  preferve  the  laws  and  the  confli* 
tution  inviolate. 

While  the  ailembly  was  debating  whether  this  uncon- 
ihtutional  deputation  fhould  be  received  or  not,  an 
immcnie  multitude,  with  M.  M.  St.  Huruge  and  San* 
tene  at  their  head,  prefented  themfelves  before  the  hall. 
They  amounted,  by  their  own  report,  to  8000;  but  in 
all  probability  they  were  flill  more  numerous.  They 
corifled  of  all  the  ref ufe  of  Paris,  a  laige  proportion  cl 
them  women,  and  carried  ftandards  expreflOive  of  the 
moft  feditious  purpofes,  one  of  which  was  a  heart  at  the 
end  of  a  pike,  with  an  infcription  beneath  it,  C(tur  d'un 
arijlocratc.  After  a  tumultuous  debate  they  weie 
X  4  admitted} 
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admitted.  The  t)ratDr,  tit  the  head  of  the  deputation, 
indulged  in  a  long  and  viirient  ipeibch  agoinft  the  king, 
and  the  .whole  condud  ci  the  court  ;*  and^  a&  fodn  as  be 
had  concluded,  the  whole  party  marched  through  the 
hall — The  proceffion  lafted  two  hours;  and  iH' the  end, 
M.  Santerre  prefented  the  prefident  with  ^a  faonfier,  in 
return  for  the  honour  conferred  on  the  irdiabitanfts  ot  St. 
Antoine.  •  .' 

In  the  mean  time  an  immenfe  crowd  had  oollefb^ 
round  the  palace  and  the  garden  of  tUd  Teuilterics. 
There  was,  however,  a  fufficient  force  of  troops  of  the 
Kne  and  of  national  guards  in  the  palace  to  tetire  defieod- 
ed  it  againfl  every  attack ;  but  a  refped  for  the  Kyes  of 
the  deluded  multitude' induced  the  king  to  foifaear 
repelling  force  by  force.  At  four  o'ckxk  in  the  aftarnooD 
ilte  mob  amounted  to  about  40,cxx),  and  tbe  gates  of 
the  Thutlleries  were  thrown  open  to  tbetti.  At  the 
moment  of  their  entrance,  the  royal  family  was  at  dinneP; 
and  on  their  attempting  to  break  open  the  door  of  the 
apartment  where  the*  king  was,  he  rofe  tb  prewntthe 
guards  from  niiaking  refiftance,  and  (aid  calmly,  ^  I  will 
go  to  them,  I  will  prevent  them  firom  breaking  thedoor." 
On  the  inftant  thstt  it  opened,  a  pike  wfakh  had  been 
thruft  againfl  it  to  force  it  open,  would  have  killed  the 
king,  but  a  chafleur  turnei  the  weapon  alide  with  hb 
hand.  One  of  the  mob  now  advanced,  and  infifted 
upon  the  king's  wearing  the  red  cap,  which  was  the 
eniign  of  the  Jacobins;  and  another  prefented  him  a 
bottle,  and  defried  him  to  drink  the  health  of  the 
natibn.  Some  of  the  attendants  offeied  to  bring  a  g^, 
but  the  fovereign  r^fed  the  offer,  and  immedotdy 
drank  otit  of  the  bottle. 

It  M^'ould  be  an  unpleafing  tafk  to  detail: the  indt^- 
ties  which  were  c^ercd  to  the  untoitutiatc  nl<Dimrch,  or 
tVe  torrents  of  abufe  which  he  fubmitted  f)atieEitIy  to 
hear.     The  mayor  of  Paris*  was  unacoouhtably  at^eot 

during 
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duriog  the  gmter  part  t>f  tfacfe  d]%iaccfu!  fce^  He 
at  length  arrived ;  he  exhorted  the  mob  to  pieferve 
moderatiOD^  and  afluted  tbe  king  that  he  had  nothing 
to  fearW' The  man,"  nqphed the  monarch,  ^^whohas 
a  dear  coafcience,  fesws  nolhhig;'*  and,  taking  the  hand 
of  a  grenadier  who  ftood  by  him,  he  aff^iedk  to  his 
breaft,  and  laid,  ^  There,  inend,  fed  my  heart  whether 
it  beats  quicker  than  ufual."  ,  . 

To  the  ince£&nt  demands  of  the  popoboe,  the  aii^ 
replied,  that  it' was  his  6rm  intention  topidfrve  the 
conftitution;  and  to  the  torrents  oi  abule,  and. the 
repeated  threats  againft  his  life,  he  aniWeied  in  a  fjtfhetic 
tone — <'  Abs !  if  my  life  could  (ecure  the  good  of  my 
country,  how  willingly  wotdd  I  rdign  itr  as  a  iacrifice!^' 

The  approach  of  night  deliveted  die  king  from  -^is 
dreadhil  periecution ;  the  mayor  embraced  the  oppoctu- 
ntty  to  peiiiiade  the  people  to  diiperfe,  and  between 
eig^t  and  nine  o'clock  the  palace  was  cleaitcf  of  dxife 
unwelcome  intruders. 

During  the  whole  of  the  tumult,  the  princefi  Elizas 
beth  continued  clofe  by  th&  fide  of  her  brother,  as  jf 
ihe  was  bom  to  be  the  vidim  of  her  generoua  afibdion» 
and  to  partake  in  all  bis  unmerited  diigraces  and  misiDr- 
tunes.  On  the  firft  breaking  in  of  the  nibble^  tlie^ueen 
fainted,  and,  with  her  children,  was  accklentaHy  f^nnir- 
ted  from  his  qiajefty,  and  conveyed  to  the  apartments  of 
the  king's  phj'fician.  As  (boa  as  ffae  was  recovered^  in 
her  diflradion  (he  attempted  to  penetrate  to  the:  king, 
but  was  flopped  in  her  way  thither,  by  the  tooh  break- 
ing into  the  council-diamben  Fortunately  M.  Lagaid, 
the  minifler  at  war,  and  g^eral  Witttnghoff,  had  retired 
to  the  lame  (pot.  M.  Lajard  fostned  a. kind  of  rabifjiatt 
ok  the  girtat  council  table,  which  he  placed 'againft  the 
door,  wtth  a  double  row  of  national  guards  before  it. 
Behind  the  table  (lood  the  queen,  with  her  chttdron,  the 
princefs  de  Lambaile,  and  fwie  other  ladies.     In  tUs 

fituation 
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fitoation  (he  remained  the  whole  time,  condemned  to 
hear  the  moft  indecent  reproaches,  arid  the  fouleit  impre- 
caticxis,  from  the  meaneft  and  moft  depraved  of  her  fcx. 

On  the  firft  entrance  of  the  mob  into  the  palace,  a 
deputation  was  lent  from  the  national  aflembly,  with 
orders  'to  exert  themfelves  for  the  prefervation  of  peace; 
and  during  the  courfe  of  die  tumult,  this  deputation 
was  renewed  three  times 

The  events  of  the  aoth  of  June  were  a  plain  prelude 
to  the  downfall  of  monarchy,  and  we  may  add,  of  all 
government  in  France ;  and  men  of  refleftion  fore&w 
many  of  thofe  evils  which  have  fmce  happened  to  this 
devoted  countrj'.  From  this  moment  all  rcfpeft  to 
authority,  all  order  and  (ubordination  ceafed;  a  momen- 
tary (hame  indeed  appeared  at  firft  in  the  Parifians,  and 
the  direftory  of  the  depaitment,  which  was  compofed 
of  fome  of  the  moft  refpeClable  perfons  in  the  kingdom, 
at  the  head  of  whom  was  M.  Rochefoucault,  and  the 
fomier  bifhop  of  Autun,  M.  Talleyrand,  determined  to 
take  every  ftep  for  preventing  the  repetition  of  fimilar 
outrages.  The  conduct  of  M.  Petion  on  the  occafion 
could  not  be  viewed  without  (ufpicion.  One  of  the 
firft  fteps  of  tlie  department  therefore  was  to  publifh  a 
declaration,  "  That  the  events  of  the  20th  could  not 
have  taken  place,  if  the  laws  in  being,  and  particularly 
thofe  relating  to  the  public  force,  had  been  beker  known 
to  the  citizens,  and  been  better  obferved  by  the  magii- 
tuates  charged  with  the  execution  of  them.'*  To  diis 
declaration  M.  Petion  publifhed  a  very  voluminous 
anfwer,  calling  upon  them  to  commence  a  profecutbn, 
and  proteftlng  his  innocence  in  general  tenns.  The 
department  next  publifhed  an  adveftifement  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Paris,  exhorting  them  to  peapeandfubordination, 
and  intimating  that  there  exiftcd  a  fecrct  connexion  be- 
tween the  external  and  the  internal  foes  of  the  public 
franquillity.  At  the  fame  titne  a  petition  to  the  national 

aflembly 
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affcmbly,  complaining  in  very  ftrong  terms  of' the  out- 
rages of  the  20th,  was  figned  by  the  mod  refpciJtable  of 
the  inabitants;  and  feveral  addrefles  were  received  from 
<filfcrent  departments,  to  the  fame  cffeft. 

As  the  infolence  of  the  Jacobins  had  increafed  to  an 
intoUcrable  excels  fince  the  aifair  of  the  Both,  and  as 
their  violence  had  been  principally  dired«d  againft  M.  la[ 
Fayette,  that  general  conceived  it  expedient  to  prefent 
Wmfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  national  aflembly.  He  no 
fooner  arrived  at  his  hotel,  than  he  was  waited  upon  by 
feveral  battalions  of  the  national  guards.  A  tree  of 
liberty,  ornamented  with  enfigns  and  cockades,  was 
planted  before  his  door,  and  every  circumftance  evinced 
the  return  of  affcdlion  in  the  people  to  their  former  friend 
and  benefaftor.  He  appeared  at  the  bar  on  the  26th 
of  June,  with  that  confidence  and  dignity  which  integrity 
alone  caii  give.  He  afligned  as  a  reafbn  for  his  appear- 
ance among  them,  the  ftiame  and  indignation  of  the 
.  army  at  the  outi^es  of  the  20th,  winch  he  faid  muft 
have  increafed  to  an  alarming  degree,  had  he  not  thou^t 
it  his  duty  to  moderate  their  refentment  ag^nfl  the 
faftions  of  Paris,  by  alluring  them  that  he  wodd  appear 
alone  before  the  repreffentatives  of  the  nation,  and  demand 
in  their  name,  that  order,  obedience,  and  relpeft  for 
the  hws  fhould  be  reftored.  He  avowed  his  letter  of 
the  16th,  entreated  the  aflembly  to  come  forward  and 
lave  tfie  country  from  ruin,  by  diflblving  the  faftious 
clubs,  and  infliSing  exemplary  punilhment  on  the  pro* 
moters  of  the  late  difgracefiil  riots. 

Notwithflanding  the  apparent  gallantry  ci  M.  h 
Fayette's  cJonduft  on  this  occafion,  we  cannot  help  cen- 
fufing  it  as  unwife.  If,  we  muft  repeat,  the  fentiments 
of  the  army  were  really  fuch  as  "he  reprelented  them,  he 
ought  to  have  taken  advantage  of  tliem,  and  to  have 
rcfiored  peace  and  liberty  to  his  country,  by  marching  to 
Pzgis,  by  publifhing  the  movers  and  abettors  of  faftiort, 

by 


31$  HISTORY  OF  THE 

by  annihilatii^  completely  the  Jacobin  clubs,  by  remov- 
it^  the  l^ilatpre  from  the  diigraceful  influence  of  the 
Paris  mob,  and  by  difTolving  the  prefent  aflcmbly,  into 
which  too  many  perfons  of  defperate  fortunes  arid  uncon- 
ftitutionaldefigns  had  unfortunately  obtruded  themfelvcs. 
.  If  ever  France  is  to  be  regenerated,  and  a  free  conftitu- 
tion  given  to  it,  it  jmuft  be  by  iome  fuch  proceeding] 
Perhaps,  however,  M.  la  Fayette  might  be  miflaken 
in  the  principles  of  his  army ;  and  indeed  the  events 
which  have  occurred  fince  the  period  of  which  wc  arc  now 
treating,  feem  to  indicate  that  the  loyalty  of  the  foldiery 
was  (carcely  to  be  relied  on. 

The  Jacobins  were  filled  with  confternation  on  the 
arrival  ot  La  Fayette ;  but  it  ierved  only  tc^  redouble  their 
aiftivity  in  rendering  him  odious  to  the  populace.  The 
name  of  CromweU  was  echoed  frohi  every  prefs,  and  their 
indc&tigable  emiflaries  fucceed  ib  ^  with  the  mob,  that 
he  was  burnt  in  effigy.  In  the  aflembly  he  was  violently 
attacked  by  I  (hard,  Gaudet,  and  fome  others  of  the 
aoti-conftitutionalifb,  and  was  defended  in  a  moft  able 
and  doquent  fpeech  by  M.  Ramond.  Findipg,  how- 
ever, that  no  good  was  to  be  efTeded  in  Paris,  M.  la 
Fayette  left  that  city  on  the  30th,  and  proceeded  inuxie- 
diately  to  his  army. 

That  the  officers  at  leaft  of  both  armies  fincerdy 
iympathixed  in  the  indignity  offered  to  the  hereditary  chief 
of  the  nation,  is  evident  from  the  letter  of  marfhal  Luck- 
iier  to  the  king,  which  was  communicated  on  the  29th 
to  the  aflembly  by  the  minifler  of^war.  In  that  letter 
the  marfhal  declares  publicly  his  approbation  of  the  con- 
doft  of  M.  la  Fayette,  and  expreffes  in  the  mofl  forcible 
terms  the  lentiments  of  the  loldiers  on  the  outrages  of  the 
20th.  "  Their  indignation,  fire,*'  fays  he,  "  was  ter- 
rible and  fudden,  and  the  army  admire  your  courage.'* 

On  the  fame  day,  the  minifter  of  juflice  communi- 
cated a  plan  which  the  king  propofed  as  a  fubftitute  for 

the 
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the  two  decrees  which  Ke  had  reflifed  to  {andion — With 
re(pe6Vto  the  protection  of  the  capital,  it  was  the  propo- 
lal  of  the  king  to  levy  fort} -two  new  battalions,  to  be 
ftationed  not  at  Paris,  but  between  that  city  and  the 
enemy,  ib  as  to  form  a  fecond  line  behind  the  army  then 
on  the  frontieis ;  and  as  to  the  danger  apprehended  from 
the  refiraftoiy  priefls,  the  minifter  allured  the  aflembty, 
that  it  was  the  ftrid.  intention  of  the  king  to  enforce  the 
the  execution  of  the  laws  againil  all  diilurbcrs  of  the  pub-^ 
lie  peace. 

To  prove  that  the  intentions  of  the  Jacobins  were  not 
what  they  profefied,  it  has  been  well  remarked,  that  at  the 
period  in  qu^on  the  army  of  la  Fayette  amounted  to  only 
between  feventeen  and  eighteen  thoufand  effective  men, 
and  that  of  Luckner  did  not  exceed  twenty-three  thou- 
fand. The  augmentation  propofed  therefore  was  certainly 
inadequate  to  the  protedion  of  the  capital ;  and  if  intended 
fincerely  for  that  purpole,  it  ought  to  have  been  ftationed 
nearer  to  the  frontiers,  and  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  might 
enable  it  to  co-operate  with^e  army  already  commiffioned 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Such  a  force,  fbtiooed 
in  or  near  the  metropolb,  would  only  add  to  the  licenti  - 
oufheiis  already  praftifed  there — They  muft  reciprocate  in 
the  corruption  of  morals  and  difcipline,  and,  while  they 
helped  to  deprave  others,  muft  be  inevitably  depraved  in 
their  turn. 

The  aiTembly  perfifted  however  in  their  decree,  and  the 
ftderatesj  for  that  is  the  name  which  was  beftowed  on 
thefe  new  levies,  were  invited  by  the  Jacobins  to  repair 
to  Paris  without  any  lawful  authority.  On  the  ift  of 
Tuly^  on  the  motion  of  M.  Jean  de  Brie,  it  was  declared 
by  Ae  afiembly,  "  that  the  country  was  in  danger." 
Ten  other  refblutions  were  pafled,  ordering  that  all  citi- 
zens, having  been  previoufly  national  guards,  (hould  be 
on  permaneM  duty,  and  every  of&cer  a$  his  p9ft. 

While 


8iB  HISTORY  OF  THE 

While  thefe  affairs  werfe  tranfafting  in  the  metropolis^ 
the  armies  of  France  had  made  fome  progrefe  in  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands.  'On  the  i8th  of  June,  Courtray 
lurrend'.;  jd  after  a  (hort  refiflance  to  the  arms  of  marffaal 
Luckner;  -and  about  the  fame  period,  M.  Carle  lock 
poflefTion  of  Ypres  and*  the  country  adjacent  M.  la 
Tayette's  army  bad  alio  advanced  and  gained  pofieffion 
of  St.  Ghifkinand  the  key  of  Mons.  Marihal  Luckner 
loon  afterwards  entered  Menin.  * 

The  triumph  of  the  French,  however,  was  not  of  kmg 
duration.  On  the  6th  of  July,  the  king  announced  to 
the  aflembly,  that  one  enemy  more  was  added  to  the 
confederation  againft  French  liberty — That  the  infidious 
conduct  of  the  king,  of  Pruffia  had  long  indicated  boftile 
intentions,  and  that  he  was  now  in  the  a£i  of  marching 
52,000  men  to  co-operate  with  the  king  of  Hungary, 
About  the  lame  period,  the  affembly  received  advkes 
from  marflial  Luckner,  fignifying,  that  the  numbeis  of 
the  enemy  were  fuch,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  hira  to 
proceed  farther  into  the  territories  of  Aultria,  without 
the  rilk  of  being  cut  off  from  at  communication  with  the 
army  of  M.  la  Fayette ;  that  the  Pruffians  and  Auftiians 
were  bearing  down  upon  him  in  two  columns ;  that  in 
conlequence  of  thefe  circumftances  he  had  oidered  his 
camp  to  be  raifed,  and  was  himfelf  retiring  towards  Valcii- 
ciennes,  and  M.  la  Fayette  towards  Givet.  A  fubfequent 
diipatch  announced  the  aftual  retreat  of  the  annies,  and 
that  in  breaking  up  the  camp  of  Courtray,  fbmeof  the 
enemy  having  got  poffefiion  of  the  fubufbs,  they  had 
fired  upon  field-marfhal  Jarry,  who,  to  prevent  the  repe- 
tition of  fimikr  outrages,  had  fet  fire  to  the  fuburb  and 
confumed  feveral  houfes.  The  condud  of  Jany  was 
confidered  as  difgraceful  and  injurious  to  the  caufe  of 
France,  and  he  was  in  conlequence  of  it  afterwaids  dif- 
mifled  from  his  command. 

The  motives  which  induced  the  vijElorious  generals  to 
abandon  thus  hallily  the  Netherlands,  have  never  been 

completely 
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completely  explained.  Soon  after  tiie  appointment  of 
marfhal  Luckner  to  the  northern  army,  it  wds  generally 
underftood  that  the  plan  and  operations  of  the  campaign 
were  entirely  left- to  the  generaJs  themfelves ; 'and  yet  it 
has  been  infinuated,  and  in  part  coniiraied  by.  fome 
expreffions  which  had  fallen  from'  M.  Luckner  himiclf, 
that  they  retreated  only  by  the  exprefe  orders  of  the  court. 
Should  this  have  been  really  the  cafe,  it  forms  indeed  an 
article  of  charge  againfl  the  unfortunate  monarch,  which 
it  will  not  be  eafy  to  extenuate ;  and  would  almoft  prove 
the  exiflence  of  a  confpiracy  in  the  court,  mod  fatal  to 
the  liberties  of  the  nation.  The  faft,  however,  has  not 
yet  been  eftablilhed  upon  competent  evidence. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  king  informed  the  ailembly 
of  his  intention  to  celebrate  the  aj^roaching  annivcdary 
of  the  confederation.  He  expielfed  his  hopes  that  thi$ 
fefl^val  would  more  fbrongly  cement  all  good  patriots  in 
their  country's  caufe^  and  difappoint  the  attempts  of  the' 
faftious.  On  the  following  day  the  direftory  of  the 
department  of  Paris,  after  a  long  fitting,  pronounced  the 
fulpenfion  of  M.  Petion  from  the  office  of  mayor,  and 
of  M.  Manuel,  the  procurer  of  the  commune.  Tlie 
federates  about  this  period  arrived  at  Paris  in  confiderable 
numbers,  while  every  circumftance  announced  the  agita- 
tion of  the  public  mind. 

The  extreme  points  on  which  the  two  parties  differed, 
were  that  of  pure  democracy  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
inftitution  of  an  upper  chamber,  fimilar  to  the  Britifh 
houfe  of  peers,  on  the^other.  Such  an  inflitution,  as  a 
remnant  of  ariflocracy,  was  regarded  by  the  French  with 
almoft  as  much  abhorrence  as  abfolute  monarchy  itfelf ; 
while  the  eftablifhment  of  it  was  confiderdd  as  the  great 
objc6t  with  the  court,  as  a  preliminary  ftep  Xo  the  anni- 
hilation of  liberty.  The  middle  party  was  itill  numerous  $ 
and  it  was  judged  that  there  were  many  who,  might 
feaetly  incline  cither  to  the  court  or  the  republicans,  who' 
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yet  would  be  well  difpofed  to  iacrifice  iometbin^  of  their 
prejudices  to  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  or£r.  On 
the  7th  of  July,  at  the  moment  wheil  M.  Briilbtiiad 
afcended  the  tribune,  to  pronounce  a  difcourle  on  the 
means  of  fecuring  the  ftate  againft  all  its  enemies,  M. 
Lamourette,  the  patriotic  bifhop  of  Lyons,  requeued  to 
be  heard  for  a  few  minutes.  He  expatiated  on  the  necef- 
lity  of  vinion,  and  moft  particularly  amoi^  the  members 
of  the  national  aflfembly.  «  Let  us  make,"  laid  he,  **  a 
iblemh  facrifice^of  our  pafEons  and  our  prejudices,  on  the 
altar  of  our  country ;  let  us  give  a  ^eat  example  to  Eu- 
rope, and  infpire  our  enemies  with  terror;  theie  is 
nothing  incompatible  but  vice  and  virtue.  I  move  that 
the  prefident  put  a  queflion,  in  thefe  terms — Let  all  who 
hold  in  equal  deflation  a  republic  and  two  chambers, 
and  who  wifli  to  m^ntain  the  conilitution  as  it  is,  rife !" 

The  words  were  fcarcely  pronounced,  when  the  whok 
afiembly,  by  an  inftantaneous  impulfe,  rofe  from  their 
feats — The  two  parties  advanced  and  embraced  each  other, 
and  folemnly  protein  their  adherence  to  the  conftitution. 
A  deputation,  with  the  bifliop  of  Lyons  at  their  head, 
was  immediately  appointed  to  convey  the  joyful  intelli- 
gence to  the  kii^ ;  and  the  adminiilrative  bodies  were 
chaiged  to  communicate  it  without  lois  of  time  to  the 
citizens. 

The  bi(hop  of  Lyons,  on  returning  from  his  dsputa- 
iron,  infonnol  the  aflemibly  of  the  (atisiadion  which  the 
king  had  teftified  on  being  informed  of  what  had  pafied. 
He  had  however  fcarcely  finifhed,  when  the  approach  dt 
the  king  was  aimounced.  He  was  received  with  loud  and 
reiteratra  applauies.  He  was  accompanied  by  hii  minif- 
ters^  and  placed  himfeK  Without  ceremony  befide  the 
prefidelit;     He  addrefled  the  afiembly : 

*^  No  fpedacle  can  be  more  affeding  to  me,  than  that 
general  re-union  of  opinion  and  fentiment  which  has  now 

taken 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  321 

takw  place*  Tbis^^e-unioa  I  have  long  delired — at  lad 
my  wi(h  is  jblfiUed^  the  nation  and  the  king  form  only 
oie»  Tbetonftitution  wiJl  now  becx)me  that  point  of 
uoionj  arotiod.  which  all  Frenchmen  will  aflemble,  in 
order  to  prote^  it,  and  the  kii^  will  always  fet  them  the 
example/'      ,   - 

To  ibi^  the  president  replied^ 

**  This  memorable  qxKh  muft  infpireiwith  the  greateft 
pleafufe  all-the  friends  of  liberty.  It  is  a  dreadful  epodi 
tor  ie  enemies — henceforth  the  nation  iis  invincible.  In 
vain  tyrants  confpire  againft  liberty." 

Both  thefe  fpeeches  were  received  with  the  loudeft 
applaufe.  THe  king  made  fbme  efforts  to  anfwer,  but  was 
fo  much  affected  that  he  could  only  fay,  in  a  tone  which 
indicated  the  utmoft  emotion,  «  The  pleafure  which  I 
feel  is  delicious."  He  then  retired,  accompanied  by  a 
deputation,  and  the  affembly  rofe,  amidft  the  aeda- 
nutions  of  Yive  la  nation !  Vive  la  liberty !  Vive  le 
roi! 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  feflion  -,  this  well-meant 
but  fruitlels  eflFort  to  reftore  hariHOity  and  tranquillity. 
It  is  aflerted  to  have  been  the  fpontaneom  a£t  of  the 
bi(hop  of  Lyons,  without  any  previous  concert  with  • 
any  party  whatever.  The  patriotic  and  wclWdifpofed 
I»rt  of  the  aflcmbly,  however,  we  may  well  believe, 
cordially  embraced  an  opportunity  fo  favourable  to  the 
demonflration  of  the  purity  of  their  intentions ;  by  mofl 
of  the  ardent  fpirits  of  both  parties,  it  was  alio  earnei^  • 
approved  for  the  moment ;  and  it  was  calculated  in  every 
event  to  have.a  temporary  good  effeft.  It  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  all  who  were  fond  of  peace  to  difenga^ 
thcmfclves  from  the  trammels  of  party;  and  to  this  cir- 
Y  cumftaoce 
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cuuiftance  we  may  in  part  attribute  the  apparent  tran" 
quillity  of  the  day  of  the  confederation  ;  the  evil  therefore 
was  at  lead  deferred ;  and,  had  the  court  either  aded 
with  more  prudence,  or  the  ton'\bined  powers  with  more 
jufticc  and  honefty,  the  diflenfions  which  lo  fatally 
divided  France  might  perhaps  have  been  finally  com- 
pofed. 

The  reconciliation  of  the  7A  of  July  was  confidered  by 
many  as  in  fome  meafure  intended  as  a  compromife  of 
the  parties,  relative  to  the  affair  of  M.  M.  Petion  and 
Manuel ;  and  indeed  the  king,  the  very  lame  evenings 
wrote  to  the  alfembly,  intimating,  that  though  to  dedde 
on  their  fate  was  a  part  of  his  conflitutional  prero^tive, 
yet  as  the  matter  perfonally  concerned  him,  he  chofe 
rather  to  refer  it  to  the  determination  of  the  aflembly. 
By  his  own  party  ,he  was  much  blamed  for  this  facrificc 
of  his  prerogative;  but  the  aftioncorrefponded  well  with 
that  love  of  peace  which  was  fo  congenial  to  his  difpofi- 
tion ;  and  he  was  doubtlefs  wrought  upon  by  the  fcenc 
in  whiqh  he  had  been  fo  lately  called  upon  to  aft ;  the 
.  lame  evening  the  king  announced  that  he  had  appointed 
M.  de  Joly  to  the  home  department. 

Notwithftanding  the  favourable  appearances  of  the 
7th,  it  was  foon  found  that  the  executive  power  had  loft 
the  confidence  of  the  ruling  party ;  and  the  clamour 
was  fo  great  againft  its  agents  in  the  aflembly,  'that  all 
the  minifters  fo  lately  appointed,  except  M.  de  Joly, 
refigned  on  the  loth  ;  and  on  their  notifying  their  rcfig- 
nation  to  the  aflembly,  the  mob  in  the  galleries  had  the 
indecency  to  applaud. 

Addrefles  from  the  Jacobin  party  in  difierent  parts  of 
the  kingdom  crowded  m  to  the  alfembly  in  favour  of  the 
mayor  and  M.  Manuel ;  and  the  aflembly,  with  their 
ulual  precipitancy,  without  examining  the  proofe,  and 
pierely  after  hearing  a  few  florid  fpeeches,  pronotmccd 
them  guiltleis.     M.  DelBiu  conjured  the  legillative  body 

to 
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to  aft  with  more  dignity  and  deliberation.  '  He  painted 
in  ftroi^  colours  the  difgraceful  outrages  which  were  adted 
in  the  Thuilleries  on  the  20th  of  June,  He  accuied 
M.  Petion  of  encouraging  ledition,  and  of  a  want  of 
refpeft  for  the  hereditary  rcprefentative  of  the  nation.  It 
is  with  pain  we  record  that  the  galleries,  tbofe  fatal  gal- 
leries, which  muft  be  accounted  among  the  prime 
movers  of  the  national  calamities,  as  they  had  before  dif- 
carded  all  decency  and  order,  now  finifhed  the  x>utrage 
by  deftroymg  the  freedom  pf  debate ;  and  M.  Delfaii 
narrowly  elcaped  from  the  tribune  with  his  life. 

During  the  firfl  weeks  of  July,  the  federates  arrived 
in  Paris  in  (mall  Companies.  They  were  courted  by  both 
.  parties,  but  mod  affiduoufly  by  the  Jacobins.  The 
number  of  the  federates  prefent,  however,  on  the  14th 
ot  July,  is  fidd  to  have  exceeded  fifteen  hundred.  That 
day,  as  we  have  previoufly  intimated,  pafied  in  tran- 
quillity, ixid  the  confederation  w^  celebrated  with  the^ 
ufual  magnificence.  The  concourfe  of  people  aflfemUed 
has  been  ftated  at  four  hundred  thou&nd*  The  national 
aflembly  met  at  nine  o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  lay  the 
firftftonc  of  the  column  of  liberty,  to  be  erefted  on  the 
ruins  of  the  Baflille.  Before  this  ceremony  \yas  concluded, 
the  king  arrived,  preceded  by  a  numerous  detachment  of 
horfe,  a  party  of  troops  of  the  line,  five  hundred  national 
volunteers,  and  the  Swifs  guards.  He  was  accompanied 
by  the  queen,  madame  Elizabeth,  the  prince  and  prin- 
ce6  royal,  &c.  The  fix  miniflers  walked  by  the  lide  of 
the  king's  coach. 

A  pcdm  tree  overfhadowed  the  altar  of  liberty,  and 
near  it  a  pyramidal  monument  was  ere£led  to  the 
memory  of  thofe  who  had  expired  on  the  frontiers,  in  the 
defence  of  their  country.  Between  the  altar  and  the 
Seine  a  popku:  was  planted,  hung  with  efcutcheons,  and 
and  otlier  renmants  ot  heraldic  folly,  which  was  fet  on 
Ye  fire 
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fire  by  the  prieft  who  performed  ma(s  at  the  grand  altar, 

inallufion  to  the  deitruftion  of  the  feudal  fyftem. 

Though  the  king  was  in  general  well  received,  the  day 
did  not  pals  without  foraedegreeof  mortification  to  him. 
Several  of  the'  populace,  armed  with  pikes,  repeatedly 
ihouted,  Vive  Petipn !  Vivent  Us  Jacobins^  a  has  It 
department^  a  has  le  vetOy  (3c.  At  about  fix  o'clock 
the  king  and  the  national  aflembly  renewed  their  oath  to 
be  feithful  to  the  conftitution,  and  the  royal  family 
immediately  afterwards  returned  to  the  Thuilleries,  The 
federates  on  this  occafion  behaved  with  much  order  and 
loyalty;  thq^  appeared  to  join  cordially  in  the  fliouts  of 
.  Vive  le  rot !  and  fome  are  even  laid  to  have  teftified  by 
their  exclamations  their  difapprobation  of  the  fedions. 

Notwithflanding  the  deceitful  calm  which  the  fpeSa- 
cle  of  this  day  exhibited,  notwithflanding  the  (uppofcd 
reconciliation  on  the  7th,  and  the  refloration  of  Petion 
and  Manuel,  flill  the  difceming.part  of  the  public  iaw 
that  the  crifis  was  only  deferred,  and  that  the  fatal  conteft 
was  only  ripening  to  maturity.  The  republicans  have 
themfelves  confefled,  that  the  plan  for  abolifhing  royalty 
was  determined  upon  and  fettled  at  leafl  as  early  as  the 
a 9th  of  July;  and  we  may  reafonably  conclude,  from 
their  conduft,  that  it  had  been  for  a  much  longer  period 
in  agitation :  on  the  other  h^nd,  it  mufl  be  allowed, 
that  the  ariflocratic  faflion  was  never  ina<ttive ;  the  plans 
werejnnumerable  which  were  prefented  to  the  king  and 
queen  from  that  quarter;  and  as  the  conftitution  was, 
from  the  otjeftions  which  we  have  .before  flated,  found 
to  be  in  fome  meafure  imprafticable,  it  is  certain  that 
if  the  king  did  not  wifh  it  entirely  abolifhcd,  he  at  Icaft 
wiftied  it  to  be  reformed :  he  felt  himielf,  what  he  really 
was,  a  mere  cypher  in  the  government,  and  lie  naturally 
defired  to  be  fbmething  more.  His  fituationwas  indeed 
ftill  worfe  than  this;  he  wsLs  a  cypher,  with  an  immeole 
weight  of  refponfibility  attached  to  him ;  he  was  pofled 

in 
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iQ  a  place  of  the  greateft  danger,  without  the  advantages 
which  ought  to  accompany  iuch  a  ftation. 

One  of  the  mod  ferious  evils  which  theigovernment 
at  this  criiis  experienced,  was  the  frequent  impeachment 
and  the  confequent  change  of  minifteis ;  and  it  is  a  &&, 
almoft  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  any  other  country, 
that  France,  had  witnefled  no  fewer  than  twenty-fix 
minifters  move  acrofs  the  flage  of  public  affairs  in  rapid 
fiiccefiion,  in  the  fhort  fjxice  of  fix  months.  A  few 
days  after  the  confederation,  a  new  adminifbration  was 
announced,  which  confifted  of  M.  de  Joly  asminifter  6f 
juftice,  M.  St.  Croix  for  foreign  af&i]^,  M.  Duboi;- 
chs^  for  the  navy,  M  d*Abancour  minifter  of  war, 
M.  Champion  for  the  home  department,  arid'M.  Le- 
roubc  dc  la  Ville  for  that  of  finance.  It  was  fome  time 
before  this  aitangeraent  could  be  fettled,  for  the  office' of 
miniffcr  was  become  at  this  period  fo  much  the  pofl  of 
danger,  that  the  king  was  obliged  to  folicit  many  who 
cx)uld  not  be  prevailed  upon ;  and  thofe  who  did,  accepted 
the  port-folios  of  office  only  on  the  moft  preffing 
entreaty. 

Oh  the  2  2d  of  July,  agreeable  to  adecrte  of  the  nati- 
onal aflembly,  proclamation  was  made  in  ail  the  (eftions 
of  Paris,  "  that  the  country  was  in  danger.*'  Three  guns 
was  fired  fix)m  the  Neuf  every  hour,  from  fix  in  the 
morning  till  night.  Pi^urcfque  fcafiblds,  reprefenting 
fortifications,  were  erefted  in  different  parts  of  the  city ; 
on  each  of  them  a  tent  was  erefted,  decorated  with  the 
national  colours,  in  which  fat  the  ofiicers  appointed  to 
regifter  the  new  levies  for  the  frontier,  and  the  camp  to 
be  eflablifhed  at  Soiifons.  The  proclamation  was  made 
in  a  folemn  manner  by  the  municipal  officers  on  horfeback, 
and  the  whole  ceremony  had  fuch  an  effect  on  the  minds 
of  the  populace,  that  in  a  few  days  feveral  thoufitnds  had 
enrolled  themfelves. 

Y  3  ^  In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  federates  arrived  from  all  parts 
in  confiderable  bodies;  thole  from  the  fouthern  provinces 
were  the  moft  ferocious,  both  in  conduft  andappearance^ 
and  from  the  circumftance  of  the  majority  of  them  com- 
ing from  the  neighbourhood  of  MarfeUles,  the  appellation 
of  Marfellois  has  been  almoft  indifcriminately  s^plied  to 
this  defcription  of  volunteers.  They  confifted  chiefly 
of  the  loweft  and  moft  dilTolute  of  the  rabble  from  eveiy 
part,  many  of  them  immediately  from  the  gallics,  and 
vrew  in  every  refpeft  well  calculatal  to  fraternize  with  the 
fans  culottes  of  Paris. 

From  the  firft  moment  of  their  arrival,  they  mani- 
fcfted  a  (avage  and  turbulent  difpofition.  Innumerable 
inftances  are  recorded,  by  the  ariflocratic  writers,  of  their 
ferocity;  fome  undoubtedly  fabulous,  but  too  many 
beyond  the  reach  of  contradiftion.  One  of  their  firft 
outrages  was  committed  on  the  perfon  of  M.  d'Efpre- 
menil,  who  had  rendered  himlelt  fo  &mous  in  the  fiift 
legifhture  as  the  champion  of  monarchy.  He  was 
wanting  peaceably  on  the  terrace  pf  die  Feuillans,  when 
he  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  thefe  favages,  and,  after 
receiving  fome  dangerous  wounds,  was  refcued  at  laft 
from  dcftruftion  by  the  courage  and  humanity  of  M. 
Jonneau,  a  mcmbtr  of  the  national  aflembly,  afliftei 
By  four  grenadiers  of  the  national  guards. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  Marlellois  were  ei^agpd  in 
another  rict,  by  wantonly  attacking  a  party  of  the  nati- 
onal gu^ds,  who  were  dining  peaceably  together  under 
the  trees  champs  elifees.  In  thiscoq3ia  a  grenadier  of 
the  national  guards  was  maflacred;  but  the  Marfellois 
were  at  this  {:)eriod  of  too  much  confequence  to  be 
punilhed  by  the  party  in  power. 

The  reftntment  of  the  Jacobins  appeared  for  the 
prefent  to  be  principally  direded  againft  M.  la  Fayette. 
The  confiftency  of  this  refpeflablc^  patriot  had  mortally 
offended  thefe  faftious  ^IpIritSi  they  had  tempted  him 

with 
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with  the  higheft  bribes,  and  the  mpft  fplendid  promifesj 
but  he  proved  inflexibly  attached  to  the  party  of  the 
king,  and  determined  to  fall  with  the  conftitution.  His 
ruin  was  therefore  rcfolved  uf)on ;  and  the  (pint  which 
he  evinced  in  his  late  frultlels  journey  to  Paris,  deter- 
mined them  to  exert  themfelves  to  procure  his  immedi- 
ate difmifl^on.  The  Jacobin  clubs  had  been  occupied 
for  weeks  In  debates  on  the  treafon  of  La  Fayette,  and 
innumerable  inflamrpatory  addrefles  were  prefentedto  the 
affembly  againft  him. 

The  principal  ground  of  complaint  was  that  of  ha^ang 
quitted  the  army  without  leave;  and  the  firft  motion  in 
the  aflcmbly  on  this  fubjcft  imported,  "  that  the  minif- 
ter  of  war  (hould  be  interrelated  whether  M.  la  Fayette 
liad  received  an  order  from  him,  authorizing  his  journey 
to  Paris  on  the  28th  of  June."  This  motion,  however, 
when  put  to  the  vote,  was  rejefted  by  ^  coniiderable 
majority:  the  Jacobins,  thus  difappointed,  ftill  cherifli- 
ed  the  cxpedtarion,  that  by  keeping  ^ive  the  public 
refentment  igainft  him,  the  aflembly  might  at  fbmc 
^riod  be  fopnd  to  be  more  propitious  to  their  m(he$. 
The  confideration  of  his  petition  was  deferred  from  day 
to  day,  and  whenever  it  came  under  confideration,  the 
moft  violent  debates  took  place.  In  the  mean  time,  a 
new  circumftanee  was  brought  forward  to  inculpate  the 
general.  On  the  2  ifl  of  July,  after  much  intemperate 
language^  M.  Lafource  pledged  himfelf  to  the  aflembly 
"  that  La  Fayette  had  prbpofed  to  lead  his  troops  to  the 
capitd,  and  that  M.  Bureaux  de  Pufy  had  made  the 
propofition  to  marlhal  Luckner."  In  fupport  of  this 
affcrtion,  M,  Lafource  appealed  to  the  teftimony  of  M. 
M.  Briflbt,  Guadet,  Genfonne,  Lamarque,  and  He- 
rault,  and  demanded  that  M.  Luckner  fliould  be  cited 
to  give  his  evidence  to  the  fafts.  The  fpeech  of  M. 
Lafource  was  greatly  applauded  by  the  wretched  mob  in 
the  galleries,  while  M.  Dumoland,  and  every  perfon  who 
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^poke  in  favour  oi  the  general,  was  adually  bifled'  down 
by  thofe  difturbcrs  oi  decency  and  order.  In  fupport 
of  the  allegation  of  M,  Lafource,  the  following  certificate 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  difcuflion  was  adjourned 
till  marlhal  Luckner  ftiould  have  expbuned  himlclf  upon 
the  lubjeft.  In  the  mean  time  M.  Bureaux  de  Pu(y, 
and  the  other  parties,  were  fummoned  to  the  bar  of  tlie 
convention. 

CERTIFICATE. 

*1  Some  members  of  the  national  ailembly  having  hsA 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  M.  the  marechal  Luckneri  on 
the  evening  of^the  1 7th  of  July,  at  the  houfe  of  the  bijhop 
of  Paris,  and  having  afked  him  if  it  was  true,  that  it 
had  been  propofed  to  him,  on  the  part  of  M.  la  Fayette, 
to  march  to  Paris  with  bis  army,  after  the  event  d[  the 
fioth  of  June,«--M.  the  marechal  Luckner  anfweitd  in 
tlicfe  terms : — *  I  do  not  deny  it  j  it  was  M.  Bureaux  de 
Pufy ;  he  who  has  been,  1  think,  three  times  {xefident 
of  the  national  afiembly.  I  replied  to  him,  I  (hall  never 
.  lead  the  army  I  command  but  againfl  our  external  ene- 
mies.  La  Fayette  is  at  liberty  to  do  what  he  pleafes ; 
but  if  he  marches  to  Paris,  I  will  march  after  him,  and 
I  will  drub  him.  M.  Bureaux  de  Pufy  then  faid  to  me. 
But  die  life  of  the .  king  is  in  danger !  There  is  what  be 
i^d  to  me ;  and  they  made  me  other  propofals  ftillmorc 
horrible.** 

**  Such  were  the  exaft  expreffions  of  the  maredal 
Luckner,  which  we  heard,  and  which  we  attefl. 

(Signed)  Brissot, 

Gaudet, 
Gensgnne, 
LasourcE) 
Lamarques 
Delmas/* 

On 
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On  the  29th  of  July,  M.  Bureaux  de  Pufy  appeared 
at  the  bar,  and  not  only  rehited  on  his  own  tcftimony 
this  atrocious  calumny,  but  produced  adual  copies  of  the 
letters  which  he  carried  to  marechal  Luclcner,  with  the 
marechal'^  anfwers,  and  which  regarded  only  the  plan  of 
the  campaign.     From  thefe  letters  it  appeared,  that  M. 
la  FayeKe  had  intimated  to  marechal  Luckner  his  inten- 
tion of  proceeding  alone  to  Paris,,  in  confequence  of  the 
atrocities  of  the  20th  of  June,  and  that  the  marechal  had 
objedted  to  it,  (blely  on  account  of  the  perfonal  danger 
which  he  would  incur  by  fuch  a  ftep :  M.  de  Pufy  depo- 
fited  on  the  table  the  private  letters  of  tlie  generals,  in 
which   the   fentiments   of  both  were  clearly  leveakd, 
and  from  wiuch  it  i^peared  that  the  former  profeflecl 
himfelf  in  thefe  terms :  "  Ever  (ince  I  have  breathed,  I 
have  lived  only  for  the  caufe  of  liberty  ;  I  will  defend  it 
to  my  lail  iigh  againft  every  fpecies  d  tyranny."     And 
that  the  latter,  when  he  had  received  an  intimation  bf  an 
intended  denunciatijpn,  wrote  in  thefe  terms  to  M.  la 
Fayette :  **  I  have  been  told  they  mean  to  denounce^  us, 
I  wait  for  more  information,  but  mod  certainly  I  will 
live  in  peace,  or  will  give  up  my  commj^I&on/'     After 
this  complete  and  iatisfadory  teftimony,,  M.  Guadet 
obferved,  <<  That  he  (hould  not  wonder  ^  certain  peribns 
prevailed  on  NL  Luckner  to  recant." 

On  the  following  day  a  letter  was  received  from  M.  la 
Fayette  himfelf;  the  contents  of  which  were  as  follow : 

Lwigyjij  July  %(>tb^  Fourth  Tear  tfUherty. 

"  The  minifter  for  the  home  department  has  fignified 
to  me  an  aA  of  thft  legiflative  body  of  July  2 1 ,  aind  the 
information  which  fix  of  its  men}bers  have  iigned. 

**  If  I  were  queflioned  relpeding  mr  principles,  I 
(houki  (ay,  that,  as  aconflant  prodaimer^d  defender  of 
the  rights  of  man,  and  the  fovcreignty  of  the  people,  I 

have 
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have  every  where  and  always  refitted  authoriti^  which 
liberty  difavowed,  and  which  the  national  will  had  not 
delegated ;  and  that  I  have  every  where  and  always  obeyed 
thofe  of  which  a  firee  conilitution  had  determined  the 
forms  and  the  limits.  ^ 

"  Bat  I  am  queftioned  refpefting  a  feS— -Did  I  pro- 
pofe  to  marechal  Luckner  to  march  to  Paris  with  our 
armies  ?  To  which  I  anlwer  in  four  words — It  is  not 
trut. 

*«  La  Fayette/' 

The  letter  of  marechal  Luckner  himfelf  was  not  Icfi 
decifive  ag^inft  the  teftimony  ot  the  fix  members  of  the 
aflfembly.  He  denied  in  ftrong  terms  that  ever  any  pro- 
pofal  was  made  to  him  of  marching  to  Paris,  and  lamented 
that  liich  a  conftmftion  fhould  be  put  upon  a  converfa- 
tion,  which  it  was  evident  thefe  gentlemen  muft  have 
mifiinderftood.  It  was  indeed  iomcthing  very  fingular,* 
and  by  no  meani  favourable  to  their  veracity,  that  they 
had  fuffered  the  marechal  to  depart  from  Paris  without 
citing  him  to  the  bar,  or  demanding  any  explanation  ot 
fo  extraordinary  a  converfation. 

The  decifion  upon  the  charges  ^amft  M.  la  Fayette 
was  deferred  to  the  8th  of  Auguft,  when  a  long  and 
tumultuous  debate  took  place.  M.  Jean  de  Brie,  one 
of  the  moft  faftious  members  of  the  afliembly,  made  tlic 
report,  which  concluded  by  propofing  a  decree  of  accu&- 
Xxotiy  and  was  highly  applauded  by  the  difgracefiil  mob 
that  infefted  the  galleries.  He  was  anfwercd  in  a  moft 
^bfc  and  eloquent  fpeech  by  M.  Vaublanc,  who  was 
hifTed  vehemently  by  the  galleries,  but  applauded  by  the 
majority  of  the  members :'  at  length  the  motion  for  a 
decree  of  accufation  was  rejefted  by  four  hundred  and  fix 
voices  againft  two  hundred  and  twenty  four; 

It  was  evident  from  this  decifion,  that  the  aflembly, 
^eak  and  incgmpetent  as  it  was,  flill  prefcrved  fornc 

fhare 
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fliare  of  decency  in  its  chara6ter  and  proceedings ;  but  the 
jacobins  had  made  their  party  certain :  the  mob  were 
completely  devoted  to  them>  and  they  hoped  to  carry  by 
;  ir  force  the  boldeft  meafures.  Innumerable  additfles 
1  I  been  prcfented  to  the  l^iflature,  which  contained  the 
moil  ink)Ient  and  outrageous  abufe  of  the  king  and  royal 
family ;  even  the  conftitution  which  had  lb  lately  beea 
an  object  of  adoration  with  the  whole  nation^  was  openly 
reviled  both  within  and  without  the  doors  of  the  aflembly^ 
and  the  ^leries  never  failed  to  teftify  their  difpkalure 
with  their  ufual  indecency.  The  reftoration  of  Petion  was 
the  f^nal  to  the  diredtory  of  the  department  to  reiign, 
tliough  their  only  crime  was  endeavourir^  to  reftr^  the 
fatal  mianity  of  fadtion,  and  to  fupport  a  conflitution  they 
had  laboured  to  eftablifb. 

While  we  cannot  but  ceniure  thefe  unwarrantable  pro* 
ceedings,  the  fame  princi[de  of  candour  and  equity  obli- 
ges us  to  look  to  their  origin,  the  concert  of  Princes 
againft  France.  That  concert  has  been  avowed  by  them-r 
felves,  and  it  could  not  have  been  founded  in  any  motive 
of  virtue  or  good  will  to  France.  We  have  freely  animad- 
verted on  the  defe6ls  in  the  conflitution  eflaUiifhed  by, 
the  aflembly  in  1 79 1 .  The  great  ^nor  in  that  conftitu-* 
tion  was  the  weakneis  of  the  executive  government.  But 
that  was  not  to  be  removed  by  external  attack,  or  the 
interference  of  foreigners.  Time,  the  continuance  of  peace, 
the  fupport  of  his  nobility  and  kindred,  who  bafely  for- 
fook  him  for  the  purpofe  of  gratifying  their  own  private 
refentment,  were  the  only  means  of  reftoring  to  Louis 
XVI.  that  reafonable  (hare  of  authority  which  was  likely 
to  efie£l  his  own  and  his  people's  happinefe :  but  we  can- 
not fufpeft  the  hoftile  fovereigns  of  any  fuch  benevolent 
defign  as  that  of  procuring  for  France  a  juft  and  equ4 
government :  their  fuccefe  (houki  the  contefl  terminate 
in  their  favour,  will  explain  their  defigns ;  it  will  then, 
appear  wli^ether  or  not  their  immediate  objefk  was  to  take 

advantage 
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advantage  of  thediftrcfsof  France  to  procure  to  tHem(eIve& 
what  is  always  the  Foolifh  paflion  of  monarchs,  an  acceffion 
of  territory. 

Some  time  muft  generally  elapfc  before  the  vdl  is 
entirely  removed  from  political  tranlaftions.  Whether 
there  adually  exifted  or  not  a  connexion  and  correfpon- 
dence  between  the  lioftile  powers  and  the  court  of  France, 
whether  the  league  of  Pilnitz  and  the  inimical  proceedings 
of  Auftria  were  either  planned  by  the  royal  party  at  home 
or  approved  by  the  king^  is  at  prefent  involved  in  impe- 
netrable obfcurity.  The  affirmative  is  almoft  univerlally 
belived  in  France ;  but  it  is  believed  on  prcfumtive,  and 
not  on  pofitive  evidence;  on  the  other  hand  the  friends  of 
Louis  have  been  (Irenuous  in  denying  the  chaiige.  *I  hey 
affcrt  that  his  perfonal  influence  with  Leopold  adually 
prevented  that  monarch  from  engaging  in'hoftflities,  and 
that  every  effort  was  made  as  a  fovercign  and  a  brother, 
by  the  able  and  trufty  agency  of  M.  Bigot  de  St.  Croix 
to  induce  the  emigrant  princes  to  return  to  the  bofom  of 
their  country. 

What  ever,  conclufion  pofterity  may  be  difpoied  to 
drpiw  upon  this  lubj^,  upon  better  evidence  than  lies 
before  the  public  at  this  period,  certain  it  is,  that  every 
meafure  of  the  combined  courts  appeared  calculated  to 
precipitate  the  miri  of  the  unfortunate  monarch,  for 
whofe  caufe  they  profefled  to  have  taken  up  arms.  It  was 
of  little  immediate  avail  to  him,  whether  he 'was  leaUy 
'  innocent  of  any  traiterous  defign  againft  his  country  or 
not,  provided  it  was  believed  in  France ;  and  how  fhould 
it  not  be  univerfally  believed,  when  thj  emperor  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia  pofitively  aflerted  in  their  proclanuu 
tion,  that  "  the  king  was  not  fincere  in  accq>ting  the 
conftitution  ?•• 

The  infulting  and  languinary  manifefto  ifibed^t  Cob- 
lentz  on  the  25th  of  July,  "by  the  duke.  o(  Brmfwick, 
insinuated  the  ian^  faa,  aiid,  as  well  as  that;  of  the  i  7th 
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of  the  fame  month,  was  calculated  to  have  the  word 
eScSt  upon  the  populace  ot  Paris.  It  left  po  middle 
party  in  the  nation;  ail  who  wiflied  to  preferve  a  govern- 
ment, in  any  degree  popular;  all  who  conceived  that  a 
limitation  of  the  fupreme  authority  was  a  deiirable  cir- 
cumftance,  were  thrown,  by  thete  meafures,  into  the 
hands  of  the  avowed  republicans,  and  felt  themielves 
compelled  to  ^ve  way  to  the  fanguinary  madnels  of  that 
fanatical  party,  or  at  once  accede  to  the  defbii^on  of 
liberty  by  the  arafiy  ot  the  duke  of  Brunfwick — A  fatal 
alternative,  which  rendered  it  almofi  impoflible  to  be  at 
once  the  friend  ot  order  and  the  friend  of  liberty ! 

The  unfortunate  Louis  did  not  dare  to  pcelent  this 
declaration  to  the  aflembly  as  an  authentic  paper.  The 
veiy  letter  which  fubmitted  it  to  the  infpedion  of  the 
legiflation  queftioned  its  authenticity;  and  thou^  the 
royal  meflage  was  replete  with  the  ftrongeft,  and  proba- 
bly the  moft  lincere  expreffions  of  patriotifm,  the  propo- 
(al  of  printing  it  for  the  ufe  ot  the  departments  was 
rejeded,  and  the  notoriety  of  the  matter  authorized  in 
point  of  iaO.  the  infolent  remark  of  M.  Ilnard,  <^that 
the  king  had  alTerted  what  was  not  true.*'  The  opub- 
lican  party  acquired  new  acceffions  of  vigour  and  of 
authority ;  and  on  the  3d  of  Ai^ft  the  fatal  die  was 
caft,  when  M.  Petion,  at  the  head  of  the  (e&ions , 
of  Paris,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly  to  demand 
the  depoiition  of  the  king.  The  audacious  propofal  was 
heard  with  honor  by  all  good  patriots;  but  it  was  follow- 
ed by  others  of  the  6th  and  yth.  A  petition  had  lain 
for  eight  days  on  the  altar  of  the  Champ  de  Mars,  and 
was  preiented  by  a  countle(s  multitude  on  the  6th,  who 
were  preceded  by  a  pike  crowned  with  the  Jacobin  enfign, 
the  red  woollen  cap,  with  an  infcription  upon  it,  "  The 
^  depofition  of  the  king.'* 

In  compliance  with  thefe  repeated  requifitions,  the 
aflembly  at  length  /determined  to  come  to  a  decifion  on 

this 
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thb  difficult  and  dangerous  fubjeft,  and  the  fatal  loth  of 
Auguft  was  appointed  for  the  dilcuffion.  The  aflem- 
bly,  however,  had  exhibited  fome  proofs  of  caution  and 
temperance  which  did  not  coincide  with  the  inipetuofity 
of  the'  Jacobins,  and  the  urgency  of  their  caufe. 

The  federates  had  been  detained  on  different  pertenccs 
in  the  metropdis ;  and  even  if  their  flay  could  be  pro- 
trafted,  the  leaders  of  the  party  were  doubtful  whether 
harmony  could  long  exift  between  them  and  the  mob  of 
Paris  :  the  paffions  of  the  people  were  now  inflamed ; 
but  the  French  are  verfatile,  and  a  chai^  of  opinion 
might  fucceed.  In  few  words,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but  that  it  was  well  imderflood  that  the  pco^t  were  to  be 
excited  by  the  Jacobin  party,  and  that  force  and  a  mob 
were  toeffedt  what  they  defpaircd  of  from  legally  confli- 
tuted  powers.  In  Pioof  of  this  ftflertion  many  fadts  might 
be  adduced.  To  tome  foreigners  regular  notice  was  given 
by  the  leaders  of  this  party  to  abfent  themfelves  from 
Paris  on  that  day ;  and  we  know  from  the  beft  authori^, 
that  pne  of  the  mofl  adive  in  the  confpiracy  was  heard 
to  fay,  •*  If  we  cannot  provoke  the  people  to  rife  by  the 
tenthj  wearelofL" 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 


Preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  Thuilleries— Election  of  a  ncir 
commune — Murder  of  M.  Mandat — The  king  and  royal  iamiljr 
deleft  the  palace— The  Thuillcries  auacked  by  the  Federates— 
Refiftauce  and  maiTacre  of  the  Swifs— Death  of  M.  Clermopt 
Tonoere — Depolition  of  Aie  king,  and  accufation  of  the  minify 
tcrs — Imprifonment  of  the  royal  fiamily — Murder  of  M*  de 
Rochfoucault— Flight  and  im[jnfonment  of  La  Fayette — Sub- 
miffion  of  the  other  generals— -Capture  of  Longwjr  and  Vcrduii 
—Execution  of  miniilers— Baniihment  of  the  pnefls— Horrid 
malTacre  on  the  2d  of  September— Murder  of  the  princeis  de 
Lamballe — Decree  propofed  for  forming  a  battalion  of  regicidda 
— Advance  of  the  combined  armies — A^ion  at  Grand  Pre— 
Armiftice-^Retreat  of  the  Pruffians — ^Recapture  of  Lonewy 
tod  Verdun— Weaknels  of  the  court  of  Berlin— 111  conduS  of 
the  combined  armies — Sieges  of  Thionville  and  Liflc— Decla- 
ration of  war  againft  Sardinia— Conqii eft  of  Savoy— of  Nice— 
Tranfadiions  with  the  republic  of  Geneva— Succcfs  of  Cuftine 
— Capture  of  Spires,  Worms,  Mentz,  and  Frankfort— Recap- 
ture of  the  latter. 

While  fuch  were  the  evident  defigns  of  the 
adverfe  party,  the  king  was  not  uninformed  of  their 
proceedings ;  and  as  no  alternative  now  appeared  but  to 
repel  force  by  force,  preparations  were  made  for  defend^ 
ing  the  Thuillcries  in  ode  of  an  attack.  The  dreadful 
Rubicon  was  now  pafled,  and  no  hope  of  the  return  of 
harmony  or  peace  remained.  A  folemn  gloom  over- 
ibread  the  palace,  and  fuperfeded  the  native  gaiety  of  the 
Ffcnch  nation.  Loyalty  and  firiendfliip  were  now  put 
to  the  fevered  teft ;  and  the  queftion  was  not,  who  will 
conquer,  but,  who  will  die  in  the  defence  a^  in  the 
prefence  of  his  fovereign?  Amidfl  his  accumulated  mif^ 
fortunes,  a  fmall  and  firm  band  retained  their  attach* 
ment  to  the  king,  and  upon  different  motives  devoted 
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^themfelves  to  his  defence.  Among  thelc  might  be 
counted  feme  of  the  remnants  of  the  ancient  ariftociacy, 
wlio  made  this  lad  (acrifice  to  their  principles,  and 
whoie  errors,  when  united  with  luch  diiinterelled  virtue, 
became  refpefiable.  Some  had  been  among  the  moft 
forward  of  thofe  who  united  in  the  firft  efforts  to  meliorate 
the  condition  of  their  counti^'men,  but,  equally  remote 
from  anarchy  and  defpotittn,  how  dreaded  the  evils  which 
impended  on  a  total  alteration  ot  government :  fome  were 
the  perfonal  friends  of  the  tallen  majefty  of  France ;  fome 
from  gratitude;  fome  from  prejudice;  fome  pregnant 
perhaps  with  improbable  hopes ;  and  Ibme,  in- the  pluenfy 
of  deipair,  crowded  round  the  tottering  ftanoaid  kA 
royalty. 

Amoi^  the(e  brave  and-  gallant  men,  none  were  more 
refpeftable  than  the  Swifs  guards.  By  repeated  decrees 
of  the  aiSembly,  this  body  of  troops  had  been  coni>iefahly 
reduced ;  and  even  on  the  7  th  of  Auguft  the  king  had 
been  obliged  to  difmifs  three  hundred  of  them.  The 
departure  of  the  whole  from  Paris  had  indeed  been 
decreed ;  but  the  king,  upon  the  plea  that  the  arrange- 
ment pointed  out  by  the  legiflature  was  contrary  to  the 
'  treaty  with  the  Helvetic  body,  had  deferred  the  execution 
of  the  decree ;  and  the  number  which  remained  in  the 
Thuilleries,  previous  to  the  lOth  of  Ai^ft,  was  about 
ieven  hundred.  On  thefe  the  court  party  placed  their 
ffaiongeft  reliahce  for  the  defence  of  the  palace. 

Befides  the  Swi^  the  number  ot  gentlemen  and 
others  who  repaired  to  tlie  palace  on  this  melancholy 
occaiion,  is  faid  to  have  amounted  from  twelve  to  thir- 
teen hundred  men. 

As  thefe  were,  kiowever,  not  confidered  as  quite  iuffi* 

cient,  the  comm^der  of  the  national  guards,  M •  Mam 

dat,^an  honcft  man,  and  attached  to  the  conftitution, 

havifljl  feprefented  to  this  mayor  the  apprehenfions  which 

'he  entertained  for  the  fafety  of  the  loyal  family,  had 

^  obtained 
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obtained  from  that  tns^jlftrate  a  written  order  to  defend 
the  palace  with  all  his  force,  and  to  repel' the  attack  of 
any  invader.  The  detachments  of  national  guards, 
which  M.  Mandat  had  ordered  to  the  palace  upon  this 
occaiion,  are  ffaited  at  about  two  thoufand  four  hundred 
men,  with  twelve  pieces  of  cannon ;  and  to  thefe  we^may 
add  the  gendarmerie  a  cheval,  a  body  of  cavahy 
^nounting  to  about  one  thoufand. 

With  this  force,  well-ordered  and  well-ananged,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  iome,  that  had  there  exifted  a  liifficient 
portion  of  ipirit,  firmnefe,  and  unanimity  in  the  council 
within  the  caflle  of  the  ThuiUeries,  it  m^t  iuccefsfuUy 
Iiave  refilled  the  defigns  of  the  republicans.  Some 
dependence  was  alio  to  be  placed  upon  the  temper  and 
moderation  which  the  majority  of  the  aflcmUy  had  lately 
exhibited,  and  upon  the  indignation  which  the  more 
refpedable  inhabitants  of  Paris  bad  cxprefled  with  lefped: 
to  the  outrages  on  the  20th  of  June. 

The  oth  of  Auguft  was  fpent  in  tumultuous  and  dif- 
tuii3ed  debates  in  the  aflembly.  M.  Vaublanc  and  (bme 
other  of  the  members,  fufpefted  of  an  attachment  to  the 
cau(e(rf^  royalty,  complaii^  they  had  been  purfued,  .ill 
treated,  and  in  danger  of  being  aiiaffinated;  and  claimed 
the  protedbn  of  the  nation.  As  the  aflembly  manifefted 
an  inclination  to  proceed  with  deliberation  in  the  dedfion 
of  the  great  queftion  relative  to  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
king,  the  impatience  of  the  populace  was  greatly  excited. 
The  mayor  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  alledged  he  could 
not  be  2Uifwerable  for  the  peace  of  the  city ;  he  added, 
that  it  was  generally  undciilaod  that  the  alarm-bell 
would  found  at  midnight,  and  that  the  pabce  was  ta  be 
aflailed. 

Within  the  ThuiUeries  all  was  conftematim  and  difmay. 
Some  (hew  of  order  was  however  preierved.  At. about 
eJeven  o'clock  at  ni^t  the  mayor  repaired  to  the  palace,r 
where  he  refined  till  between  two  and  three  o!clock  in 

2  the 
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the  morning.  There  is  no  proof  that  he  was  detainctl 
by  force;  but  the  difafieftcd  made  u(e  of  thecircumftance 
of  his  reniaining  there  to  circulate  a'  report  to  the  injur}' 
of  the  royal  party,  that  he  was  eitlie^  murdered  or  kept  as 
1^  hoftage.  •  As  the  report  however  reached  the  aflembly, 
which  fat  all  night,  the  prefident  thought  proper  to  ord^r 
iiim  before  them  and  he  immediately  appeared  at  their  bar. 
M.  Petion  was  afterwards,  probably  by ,  his  own  defire, 
put  under  an  amicable  aneft  by  his  own  party  at  bis 
hdiife,  as  he  was  afliamed  or  afraid  to  appear  niore 
openly  in  (b  difgracetul  a  tranfadion. 

At  midnight  the  alarm-bell  was  founded,  and  the 
drums  beat  to  arms  thiough  the  city.  In  this  moment 
of  conftifion  a  moft  unjuftihable  and  illegal  ftep  was  ta^^en. 
As  it  was  pretended  that  tlie  prefcnt  council  of  the  com- 
mune did  not  poflefe  the  confidence  of  the  people,  a  few 
perfons  from  each  of  the  fedions  immediately  aflembfcd 
to  eleft  a  flew  one,  and  the  mealufe  was  canried  into 
cffeftupon  the  fpot,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  whole  muni- 
cipality, M.  M.  Petion,  Manuel,  and  Danton^  only 
excepted.  This  felf-eleEled  commune  took  imniediatc 
pofTeffion  of  the  common-hall,  and  proceeded  to  fuch 
mealures,  as  might  more  ei]b5tually  promote  the  defigns 
of  the  inlurgents. 

One  of  their  firft  refolves  proved  fatal  to  the  royal 
party.  As  M.  Mandat  was  known  to  be  a  determined 
fupporter  of  tlie  cohftitution,  as  it  was  evident  that  his 
prefence  would  afford  the  ftrongeft  encouragement  to  the 
national  guards,  and  would  greatly  contribute  to  the 
retaining  of  them  in  their  duty,  and  as  the  order  which 
he  had  received  firom  the  mayor  was  an  additional  autho- 
rity in  the  eyes  of  the  fddiery  and  the  people ;  it  was 
determined  by  any  means  to  deprive  the  king  of  his  effcn- 
tial-fupport.  The  creation  of  a  new  municipality  was 
not  known  at  the  palace ;  and  under  the  cover  ol  tbis 
delufion  ameilage  was  difpatched  to  M.  Mandate  rcquir- 

ii^ 
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ii^g  his  attendance  ^t  the  common-hall,  under  the  pre- 
•  tence  that  he  had  fomething  of  the  utmoft  importance  - 
to  communicate  to  him.     M.  Mandat  was  at  that 
moment  occupied  in  afligning  to  the  detachments  of  the 
national  guards  their  different  pofts ;  and,  as  if  fufpicipus 
of  a  confpiracy  againft  his  life,  he  hefitated  to  obey  the 
order.     A  new  meflage  more  preffing  than  the  fonnec 
was  therefore  lent ;  and  M.  Rsederer,  the  procureur-lynr 
die,  who  is  by  fome  fufpedted  of  being  a  party  in  the  plot, 
joined  with  two  other  municipal  offioen  who  wereprrfent> 
in  periuading  him  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  conftitu- 
tcd  authorities.      He  left  the  palace  about  four  o*clocfc 
in  the  morning,  and  proceeded  to  the  towii-houfe,  accom- 
panied by  a  fingle  aid-du-camp, 
We  may  eafily  imagine  the  furprize  of  this  unfortn- 
,  nate  officer  at  meeting  an  aflembly  fo  different  from  what 
he  had  expedled ;  and  his  furprife  muft  have  been  aug- 
mented at  findji^  himfelf  abruptly  chai^gedwith  a  plot 
to  maflacre  the  people.     After  a  (hort  interrogation  he 
was  ordered  to  the  abbey  prifon ;  but  as  he  defcended  the 
ftairs  be  was  (hot  through  tlie  head  with  a  piftol,  and 
inftantly  difpatched  with  fpears  and  hangprs.     M.  Sati- 
terre  was  appointed  by  the  fame  authority  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  national  guard,  which  however  be  did  not 
immediately  afTume. 

The  king  had  not  dofed  his  eyes  durii^  the  whole  of 
this  eventful  night  \  indeed  the  only  part  of  the  family 
who  had  retired  to  reft  wete  the  royal  infants.  At  flx 
o'clock  it  was  thought  expedient  that  the  king  (hould 
ityiew  the  troops.  He  accordii^ly  proceeded  to  the 
court-yards,  where  he  was  faluted  with  the  acclamation  of 
Vive  la  Rbi !  from  the  Swifs,  and  it  was  echoed  by  the 
national  guards.^  The  artillery,  however,  and  the  l^ttk- 
lion  of  Croix  Rougp,  (houted  Vive  la  Nation !  atid  lome 
of  the  more  in(olent  and  diiaffefted,  Vive  PetiQn  ! 

Z2  ^As 
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As  the  national  guards  were  deprived  of  their  com- 
mander,  and  confequently  at  that  moment  wtpp  governed 
by  no  eflfe&ive  authority,  the  example  of  the  artillery  (bon 
becaoie  conta^ous,  and  their  unruly  and  indecent  conduA 
evinced  how  little  dependence  was  to  be  placed  upon  their 
fidelity. 

.  ^  As  loon  as  the  king  returned  from  reviewing  the  troops, 
'the  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  palace  formed  themfelv^ 
into  r^;u]ar  companies  of  life  guards ;  and  as  moil  of  them 
V9tTt  tmined  to  arms,  they  formed  in  an  admirable  man- 
ner for  the  proteftion  of  the  interior  of  the  palace,  and, 
animated  by  enthufiafm  and  defpair,  would  undoubtedly 
lAve  made  a  moft  gallant  defence,  had  the  king  remauned 
'^at  their  head.     The  national  guards  within  the  palace 
were  addrefled  in  ftroig  and  pathetic  terms  by  the  kit^ 
and  queen.     They  were  penetrated  by  the  enthufiafm  m 
loyalty  ;  an  involuntaiy  tear  flarted  into  every  eye,  and  in 
^language  more  expreffiv^  than  words,.  e\^  one  appeared 
to  pr(m8  his  intention  to  die  for  monairchy  and  the 
coriftitution. 

Pofterity  will  perhaps  condemn,  ami  the  unhappy 

•  monarch  had  reafon  to  regret,  the  fudden  reiblution  into 

'^ich  he  wasimpelled  by  the  timidity  or  treachery  ol  M. 

Haxtercr.  At  eight  o*clock  that  officer  entered  the  council 

^  chamber  were  their  majeflies  were,  at  the  head  of  the 

^department;  and  his  firfl  words  were,  "  No  per(on  (hall 

^intcrpofc  between  the  king  and  the  department/'     He 

•teauefted  to  Ipeak  with  the  king  and  queen  in  private ; 

•he proceeded  to  rcprefent  the  imminent  darker  wlikh  at 

^thls  momipnt  impended  over  their  majefties  and  sdl  that 

'  tvcfiie  attached  to  them ;  he  affurcd  them  that  very  few  of  the 

national  guard  were  to  be  depended  upon,  and  diat  the 

majbrtty  i)vere  totally  corrtipted.     That  inftead  of  defend- 

«?i^  the  palace,  they  would  infbntly  join  the  afliubnts ; 

thai  the  number  of  the  infuigents  were  fuch  that  it  vns 

'jp&hityto  oppofe;  and  entreated  that  tH^  would  repair 

as 
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as  the  only  afylum  which  was  open  to  them,  to  the  nati«^ 
^xial  ailembly.  The  queen  whde  penetration  led  her  to 
M[ycSt  a  confpiracy,  and  whole  toke  of  mind  was  genet 
sally  more  diipofcd  to  refiftance  than  iubroiffion,  oppoleci 
with  vehemence  M.  Raederer's  propofal,  and  exdaune^ 
-r-"  that  fooner  than  remove  (he  would  be  nailed  to  th? 
walk  of  the  palace/'  But  the  habitual  gentlenefs  of  the 
Tcing's  chanader  induced  him  to  comply.  They  ftriftly 
forbad  their  ariftocratic  friends  to  accompany  them ;  but 
it  was  with  grief  and' reludtance  that  they  fubmitted  to  the  * 
command  of  their  beloved  mafteri  to  feparatethemfdvcs 
from  his  perfon  in  the  hour  of  calamity  and  danger^. 

The  king  met  with  no  interruption  in  croffing  the 
Ihuilleries  to  the  ftair-cafe  leading  to  the  terrace  di  the 
Feutllans ;  but  there  he  was  detamed  near  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  by  the  populace,  who  mingled  with  the  grofleft  abujk' 
the  moft  alarming  threats  againft  his  royal  perfon.  The 
direflory  of  the  department  at  length  prevailed  on  the 
multitude  to  ^ve  way,  and  one  of  the  moft  fopvard  of 
thcinfuigents  (natched  the  Prince  Royal  out  of  the  queen's* 
amis,  arid  carried  him  to  the  allembly. 

The  legiflative  body  at  the  moment  their  ma^efties  en- 
tered»  were  engaged  m  a  tumultuous  debate,  on  the  motion 
for  iendii^  a  deputation  to  condudt  the  king  aid  the  rpy^l 
family  to  the  hall.  As  (oon  as  he  entered,  the  kingieated 
bimielf  by  the  fide  of  the  preiident,  and  addre&d  the 
aflembly  in  thele  words :  *•  I  come  hither  to  prevent^a 
great  crime — Among,  you,  gentlemen,  I  believe  myself  in 
iafety/*  The  king  and  queen  were  accompanied  by  tbqir 
fon  and  dai^hter,  and  princefs  Elizabeth — A  vol^tafy 
-  <ieputation  d  the  members  had  proceeded  to  the  4oor.  ^of 
the  hall  to  introduce  them.  ^   ,  ,    ., 

A  fingular  debate  took  place  immediately  on,  ^h^  fp- 

tWKc  of  the  royal  family*    It  was  oblibrved  by  a  n^efnber^ 

thataccording  to  the  conAitutionoi  the  deliberat jm  ffuif:* 

•tiowiot  the  affcnjbly  vittc  fyfpcjKjjed  Ij^y  th^  .ff^yitfgef  of 

^  .  Z  3  '  the 
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the  king.  It  became  therefore  a  matter  oi  fome  embar- 
.  i*affmcnt  to  know  where  to  difpofe  oi  the  unfortunate 
monarch :  fome  were  for  placing  him  at  the  bar,  and 
■  others  in  the  galleries.  The  king  with  his  fiimily  then 
retired  to  tlie  benches  deftined  16  the  miniftry  ;  but  this 
was  ftill  objefled  to :  at  length  it  was  obferved,  that  tliey 
might  be  accommodated  in  a  fmall  box,  about  ten  feet 
fqtuuc,  on,  the  right  hand  of  the  prefident,  feparated  by 
an  iron  grating,  and  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the 
editors  of  a  newfpaper,  at  that  time  well  known  under 
the  title  of  the  Logographe,  but  which  has  fince  been 
lupprefTed.  In  this  confined  fituation  the  royal  family 
ipexxt  fourteen  hours  oh  a  burning  hot  day,  expoled  to 
inflant.  danger,  and  loaded  with  indignities. 

The  reports  thj\t  had  been  induftrioully  cir(;u!ated  of 
a  plot  fonned  within  the  palace  for  the  maflaae  oi  tbe 
"  citizens,  had  already  cauled  thefavage  multitude  to  thirft 
fbc  blood.  In  thecourfeof  the  night,  twenty-two  per- 
fpns'had  been  arrefted  under  various  fufpicions  in  the 
fedions  of  the  Feuillans,  and  imprifoned  in  the  guard- 
houle.  Eleven  of  them,  who.  were  confined  in  a  fepa- 
!ate  apartment,  had  however  the  good  fortune  to  &vc 
themielves  by  leapit^  out  of  a  window  into  the  adjoin- 
ing garden.  For  fome  time  the  infuigents  had  been  very 
clamorous  in  the  court  of  the  Feuillans,  demanding  tlie 
facrifice  of  the  prifoners,  and  about  half  pafl  eight  a  mur 
nicipal  officer  afcended  a  bench,  and  exhorted  them  with 
great  humanity  to  abflain  from  violence  and  cruelty. 
This  rclpedabie  ina^iftrate  was  loon  filenced  by  clamour, 
and  a  horrid  banditti,  headed  by  a  wretch  who  diigraced 
the  name  and  form  of  woman,  a  proftitute  of  the  name 
of  Theroigne,  proceeded  to  the  committee,  tademan4 
their  immediate  flaughter.  Nine  innocent  perfons  were 
thus  inhumanly  murdered,  fome  of  them  b^-  the  hands 
of  the  infomous  Theorigne.  Among  thefe  was  a  M.  Suka 
a  maapf  letten,  of  great  merit,,  who4b  only  crime  was 
.     /  being 
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being  attached  to  his  king»  and  the  abbe  Bouyou>  a  dra- 
matic writer.  Their  heads  were  immediately  fixed  on 
pikes  and  carried  as  trophies  round  the  city,  to  increale 
(had  it  been  neceflary^  the  carinibaliftn  of  the  populace, 
and  the  fears  and  tiorror  of  all  honeft  men. 

It  was  a  moft  unfortunate  circumftance,  that  the  king, 
on  his  departure  from  the  palace,  did  not  leave  diftin6k 
orders  to  thofe  who  remained  to  capitulate.  Much 
bloodftied  would  probably  have  been  avoided  by  this 
meansi  and  there  is  even  (ome  reafoin  to  think  that  the  • 
event  might  have  proved  itiore  favourable  to  the  king 
himfeif  than  it  did.  The  democratic  party  chaige  this 
negledb  to  the  duplicity  of  the  king,  who  they  alledge 
wifhcd  to  fecure  two  chances  to  himfclf ;  the  reftoiation 
to  his  former  dignity,  fliouki  the  party  within  the  palace 
prove  vidtorious;  and  at  the  worft  l>e  expelled  to  eCcapc': 
with  his  life  by  taking  fhelter  in  the*national  aflembly. 
This  account  of  hib  motives  is,  however,  probably  ik) 
more  than  one  of  thofe  uncharitable  infinuations  which 
at  iuch  acrifis  the  malignity  of  party  ufually  invents;  and 
the  condud  of  the  king  is  more  natwally  to  be  attri. 
bufcd  to  that  confufion  and  anxiety,  which  at  fuch  a 
crifis  deprives  the  moft  collefted  mind  of  half  its  fun&ionsi. 
At  this  inftance  we  can  realbn  with  temperance  and 
judgment;  but  how  Ihould  we  haveaftcd,  if  placed  irt 
dicumflances  fo  extremely  difficult  and  trying  to  huma^^ 
infirmity? 

To  compfete  the  public  calamity,  time  was  not 
aUowed  to  remedy  the  omifiion ;  for  before  orders  could 
be  difpatched  to  this  efFedt,  before  recolledion  had 
perhaps  fuggefted  to  the  king  the  neceffity  of  forwarding 
(uch  orders,  it  was  too  late.  The  royal  family  were 
fcarcdy  feated  in  the  box  of  the  Logographe,  when  a 
dreadful  cannonading  fhook  the  aflembly.  Some  mem- 
bers rofe  from  their  feats,  and  appeared  difpofed  to  fcek 
their  perfonal  fatety  by  flight ;  but  the  pwfident  calling 

them 
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them  to  order,  dqfired  thein  to  recoUeft  that  every  man 
was  at  his  pod.  The  king  iniormed  the  prefident  that 
he  had  left  (Iri'd  orders  with  the  Swils  not  to  fire  upoQ 
the  people. 

It  has  been  difputed  who  were  the  firft  aggreilbrs  on 
this  v!nh^>py  occafion.  The  point  appears  difficult  to 
afcertain,  undof  but  Utile  importance  when  decided.  We 
(hall  report  the  progrefs  of  this  (deplorable  conteft  as  fiuras 
the  materiak  we  are  in  poileffion  of  will  enable  us  to 
proceed. 

Thfs  number  of  the  insurgents  lias  been  Rated  at  about 
twenty  thoufand  effedtive  men.  The  crowd  of  idle 
fpe£tators  who  followed  them,  partly  from  curiofity  and 
partly  in  bopb  of  plunder,  is  not  to  be  efbmated.  The 
^ive  rebels  confifled  chiefly  of  the  lower  clafi  <^tbe 
inhabitants  of  the  fuburbs,  diflinguifhed,  as  we  before 
intitnated,  l^  the  appellation  offans^  culottes^  with  fbme 
hundreds  of  the  Mar&illois,  and  other  federates,  who 
were  certainly  the  moil  daring,  and  contributed  nioft  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  enterpriie.  They  were  marfhalled  in 
tolerable  order  under  the  command  of  a  Pruf&an,  a  fol- 
dier  of  fortune,  of  the  name  of  Wiefterman,  and  were 
armed,  fome  with  fpears,  fome  with  mufkets,  and  had 
with  them  in  the  centre  no  leis  than  thirty  pieces  of  cac- 
jnon. 

\  The  retreat  of  the  king  was  fatal  to  the  defence  of  the 
palace.  The  gentiemen  within  formed  themfelves,  as 
well  as  they  could,  part  with  wA  part  without  arms,  in 
military  array ;  but  as  they  had  it  no  longer  in  cbaige 
to  delend  the  perfon  of  the  king,  they  ihould  have 
mingled  with  the  national  guards,  and  kept  up  their 
ipirits  by  laying  afide  thofe  diftin&ions  which  they  knew 
.  were  become  fo  odious  to  the  people.  The  moftloyal 
among  the  national  guards  were  difpiritcd  by  the  lo6  ot 
their  commander,  and  difgufled  by  the  flight  of  the 
king.     Munpur$  circulated  among;  them  i  thc^puiport 

of 
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of  which  was,  that  •*  they  were  inevitably  betrayed,  and 
that  with  ariftocrats  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  Swiis 
on  the  other,  they  were  between  two  fires."  Even  the 
Swifs  themlelves  were  completely  difcouraged.  Theif 
commander  in  chief,  M.  Affry,  was  abfent ;  M •  Bach? 
mann,  fecond  in  conimand,  and  his  adjutant,  had 
accompanied  the  king  to  the  national  aflembly ;  the  cap- 
tains of  the  companies  were  either  not  at  their  pofts,  6c 
thofe  who  remained  were  utterly  at  a  lo(s  what  courle  to 
purfue. 

At  2bout  2L  quarter  pad  nine  the  gates  of  the  cour 
loyale  were  forced  open,  and  the  mob  rufhed  furioufly 
in,  beaded  by  a  party  of  the  Marfeillois,  whole  leader 
drew  them  up  in  two  fquare  diviiions  ^n^  the  palace. 
They  brandifhed  their  f peers,  and  levelled  their  pieces  with 
menacing  geftures ;  while  the  Swifs  and  national  guards 
from  the  wi^ws  entreated  them  by  figns  to  keep  the 
peace  and  withdraw. 

A  few  of  the  y^iins  oi/bft^s  at  length  proceeded  to  the 
foot  of  the  firft  (lair-cafe,  and  feized  the  Swifs  (entindT, 
and  foon  after  five  other  of  his  countrymen,  difarmdd 
them,  and  the  main  body  then  rufhing  in,  cruelly  beat 
out  the  brains  of  the  defenceleis  viflims.  On  obferving 
this  outrage,  the  Swifs  drew  up  in  order  of  batde,  fome 
on  the  flair-cafe,  others  on  the  fteps  being  the  chapel 
door,  and  feeing  no  alternative  but  to  (land  on  the  defen- 
iivc^  fired  upon  the  murderers.  At  the  lame  moment  a 
national  officer  who  headed  a  party  of  the  rebels,  having 
fired  his  pidol  againft  the  walls  of  the  palace,  provoked 
thole  who  were  in  the  win4t>ws  to  return  the  fire.  The 
afliailants  then  applied  their  matches  to  the  cannon,  and 
the  engagement  loon  became  general. . 

The  conteft    chiefly   lay   between   fhe  MarlciUois 
and  the  Swifs.     The  national  guards  within  the  palace 
appeared  at  a  lofs  what  party  to  take.     Either  way  a 
Icnibiance  of  duty  appeared  to  dilarm  them,  and  with- 
hold 
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hold  them  from  aftive  meafures.  The  gendamierie  were 
in  the  fame  fituation,  and  a  party  of  them  who  liad  their 
(latton'near  the  coadi-houJes,  were  at  onetime  raked  by 
two  fires  from  the  Swifs  and  the  rebels,  and  out  of  one 
hundred  men  loft  twenty-five  in  this  inglorious  inaftivity. 
After  a  n^oft  gallant  refiftance  of  more  than  an  hour,  in 
which  the  Swifs  were  frequently  viftorious  in  dilTeient 
pr.ts,  thefe  brave  men,  from  the  want  ot  ammunition, 
and  overpowered  by  numbers,  were  obliged  to  give  way. 
The  banditti,  enraged  inftead  of  being  interefted  by  their 
gallantry  and  fidelity,  purfued  the  fugitives  with  the  nui- 
co\jr  of  lavages,  and  the  viftory  was  converted  into  a 
majQacre.  The  national  guards,  eith^  froorpolicy  or 
from  that  enthufiafm  which  we  know  to  be  contagious, 
united  with  the  populace  in  the  extermination  of  thofe 
whom  but  juft  before  they  had  regarded  as  their  feUow" 
iokliers.  All.  the  Swifs  who  were  in  the  palace  were 
murdered  ;  many  of  them  on  their  knees  imj^rii^  quar- 
ter. A  fmall  party  of  feventeen  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
Veftry-room  of  the  chapel ;  and  as  they  had  not  been 
engaged  from  the  firft,  they  imagined  that  they  might 
iocure  the  clemency  of  their  viftors  by  funendering  at  dif- 
cretion,  and  ftiouting  Vive  la  nation!  but  they  nofooner 
laid  down  their  arms,  than  they  were  put  to  death. 
Another  party  attempted  to  efcape  through  Marian 
Court ;  about  eighty  wei:e  killed,, the  remainder  fecneted 
themfelves  in  hay  lofts,  ,and  in  other  lurking  places; 
fome  peHbns  lent  them  clothes  to  diiguife  themfelves,  and 
a  few  of  them  confequently  efcaped,  but  feveial  after- 
wards died  of  hunger  and  fatigue. 

The  gentlemen  who  remained  in  the  palace  faw  no 
alternative  at  this  foraiidable  crifis,  but  to  proceed  as  well 
as  they  could  to  the  national  afiembly.  The  only  pofiible 
road  was  through  the  queen's  gate ;  they  rallied  all  the 
Swife  whom  they  found  difperfed  in  their  way,  and  as 
many  of  the  national  guard  as  flill  rctmned  their  fidelity. 

The 
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The  number  of  the  fugitives  mig^t  amount  to  five- hun- 
dred ;  but  as  only  one  perfon  could  pais  throi^  the  gate 
at  a  time,  they  were  expofed  to  a  continual  fire  from  teve* 
ml  battalions  ftationed  at  about  thirty  yards  diftance ;  and 
as  the  !^ed  uniform  of  the  Swi(s attracted  particular  notice, 
the  devoted  ftrangers  were  ftill  the  greateft  fuflferers. 

Of  the  remainder  fome  efcaped  by  the  gardens,  and 
others  in  Imall  parties  made  good  their  prqgrefs  to  differ-. 
ent  parts  of  the  city,  where,  upon  difperfii^,  they  werp 
fccteted  and  iiived  by  the  humanity  of  individuals.  It 
is  however  with  pain  that  we  find  ourfelves  obliged  to 
add,  that  of  this  fine  and  gallant  regiment  of  Swill,  the 
whole  number  that  furvived  the  maflacre  did  not  amount 
to  two  hundred.  Thefe  by  a  decree  of  the  afiemtriy, 
were  put  under  the  protection  of  the  ftate. 

The  detencelefs  victims  who  were  found  in  the  palace 
were  all  involved  in  one  promifcuous  maflacre.  The . 
gentlemen  uftiers,  the  pages,  thofe  who  were  in  the  low- 
eft  and  mofl  fervile  offices,  were  ilaughtered  without  dil- 
crimination.  Streams  of  blood  defiled  the  edifice  of  the 
Thuillerics  from  the  roof  to  the  foundations.  The  fhock- 
ii^  barbarities  which  were  pra£ticed  on  the  bodies  of  the 
Swi(s  it  would  be  offeniive  to  relate.  .The  maflacre  was 
followed  by  a  general  pillage  of  the  palace.  Some  cbefls 
indeed,  containing  papers  and  aflignats,  and  even  fome  of 
the  royal  plate,  were  taken  from  the  plunderers,  and 
brou^t  into  the  hall  of  the  national  aifembly. 

The  mafl&cce  within  the  palace  was  the  fignal  for  aflaf- 
finatian  without.  The  reientment  which  the  refiftance 
oi  the  Swifs  had  excited  was  direfted  to  the  porters  at  the 
coffee-houles  and  hotels,  who  gor  under  the  gen^  appel- 
lation of  Swils,  and  feveral  of  them  were  murdered.  M. 
Carl,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  foot  gandarmeriet  was 
killed  in  the  afternoon  on  coming  out  of  the  Logogra^ 
phic  lodge  where  the  royal  family  were  ;"and  M.  d'Her- 
n)igny,  a  colonel  of  the  gendarmerie,  met  his  &te  in  thfe 
fquare  before  the  Hotel  de  Ville. 

Of 
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Of  all  the  viftims  of  popular  phrenfy  on  this  memo- 
fable  day,  nope  is  more  to  be  deplored  than  M.  Clermont 
Tonnerre.  Our  readers  muft  rccoUeft,  that  no  man  had 
rendered  more  eminent  fcrvice  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  in 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution  than  this  unftxtu- 
Date  gentleman  ;  and  even  wheti  he  ceafed  to  adt  with 
the  popular  party,  his  oppofition  was  always  refpedable 
and  temperate.     It  would  perhaps  have  been  happy  for 
France  it  the  maxims  of  moderation  which  this  great  man 
inculcated,  had  been  more  fevourably  attended  to  even 
in  the  conftituent  aOembly.     He  was  undoubtedly  the 
fiicnd  of  liberty,  but  he  thought  libeity  better  fecuitd  by 
not  attempting  too  much.     His  attachment  to  limited 
monarchy  had  rendered  him  odious  to  the  populace  in  the 
prefent  moment  of  delufion,  and  his  abilities  marked  bun 
out  to  their  demagc^es  for  diftmftion.     On  the  mora- 
ing  of  the  loth  he  fouhd  his  houfe  furrounded  by  a  mob 
under  the  pretence  that  arms  were  fecreted  there ;  at  the 
£une  time  he  received  an  order  to  appear  before  thecom- 
mittee  of  his  feftion.     While  he  remained  there,  his 
houfe  was ,  fearched  and  his  innocence  acknowledged. 
Conidous  of  the  reditude  of  his  own  intentions,  he  had 
the  imprudence  to  venture  to  return  through  the  midft 
of  the  mob,  whofe  violence  he  reftrained  fc^  a  coofider- 
able  time  by  the  charms  of  his  eloquence  and  addre&  A 
ibvant  whom  he  had  difmifled  for  fome  oi&noe  is  £ud 
to  have  embraced  this  opportunity  to  gratify  his  revenge; 
by  continuing  to  exafperate  the  fury  of  the  multitude. 
It  is  to  be  lamented  that  his  vile  efforts  were  too  fuo 
ce&fuK 

While  thefedifgraceful  (cenes  were  aBing^thenataofol 
fltOembly  proceeded,  in  its  own  phrafe,  "  to  deliberate/* 
JBut  its  deliberations  were  no  longer /r^«  j  they  were  ofc^ 
awed  by  a  clamorous  nmititixie  in  thegalltries/iand  faf 
tiioops  of  ruffians  without,  who  threatened  tbe^livi9  oi 
tb0(e4vho.dared4o  think,  to  ipeakt  or  ta^«d  feit:tbeai- 
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lelvcs.  The  (louteft  hearts  were  ai^ed,  and  in  hafte 
and  eonhifion  a  (ehes  of  decrees  were  drawn  up  and  pafled, 
*<  declaijng  the  executive  power  fufpended ;  the  autho- 
rity given  by  the  conftitutton  to  Louis  X  VL  from  that 
moment  revoked ;  and  invited  the  people  to  meet  in  pri- 
mary aflemblies,  and  to  form  a  national  convention,** 
which  by  a  lubfequent  decree  was  appointed  to  meet  on 
the  20th  of  the  eniiiing  nx>nth,  September.  On  the 
following  day  the  minifteis  appointed  by  the  king  were 
declared  to  have  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  nation, 
and  a  new  executive  council  was  appointed,  and  coniifted 
of  M.  Roland  for  the  home  department ;  M.  Servan  for 
that  cf  war;  and  M.  Clavieit  for  tiie  finance.  M.  Le 
firun  was  nominated  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  M. 
Danton  miniffaer  of  juftice,  and  M.  le  Moi^  of  thft 
marine. 

'  A  decree  of  accufation  was  af  terwsurds  pailed  againft 
M.  d'Abancourt,  the  late  minifler  of  war,  for  havii^ 
difmified  the  Swtfs  guards ;  and  this  was  foon  after  follow- 
ed by  another  againft  M.  la  Porte,  the  late  intendant  of 
the  civil  lift. 

Thus  ina  fingkday  was  deftroyed,  by  an  armed  mob, 
an  edifice  which  had  employed  the  firft  ai>ilities  in  France 
for  three  fucceffive  years  in  its  ere&ion.  The  Frendi 
nation,  it  muit  be  confefled,  have  evinced  more  prompt  * 
abilities  for  deffaoying  than  for  building  up,  and  the  para- 
doxical appellation  of  *<  archite£ts  of  ruin*'  could  not 
eafily  have  found  a  luq>pier  amplication.  This  policy  (if 
it  can  de(erve  the  name)  is  furely  neither  haf^  in  its  - 
defignnorinitseffeds.  It  beafier  to  con:ed  and  amend, 
than  to  prodike  a  frefh  creation,  out  of  chaos  to  eftabtifh 
Older  by  a  motion  of  the  magic  wand.  It  is  extremdiy 
.  unwife  totally  to  annihikte  a  fyftem,  before  another  is 
[Htpaied  to  fubftitue  in  its  room.  The  conftitution  <£ 
1789  certiunly  abounded  with  defeds ;  but  it  would  have 
been  ialqr  gradually  M  rcdify  tbcfe,  than  to  deliver  over 
K     .  tl?c 
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the  nation  for  an  indefinite  fpace  of  time  a  praj'  to  amr- 
,  chy,  licentioufaefe,  and  diforder. 

Of  the  guilt  or  .innocence  of  the  king,  ^pofterity  will 
fpake  in  more  decifive  terras  then  we  are  able  at  prefent. 
If  he  was  really  a  party  to  the  league  of  defpots  which 
'was  formed  on  the  ruin  of  his  country,  the  faft  will  cer- 
tainly extenuate,  if  not  juftify,  the  violences  of  t lie  loth 
of  Auguft ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  the  evidence  which 
has  hitherto  come  before  us,  allows  us  to  charge  him  with 
no  defign  more  criminal  than  that  which  reafon  and  bin- 
dour  muft  approve,  and  which  there  is  room  to  bdieve 
was  that  of  Roclietoucault,  of  La  Fayette,  and  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  patriots  of  France ;  that  of  removing  his 
perfon,  and  thofe  of  the  members  of  the  l^iflaturc,  from 
^the  degrading  infults,  the  pernicious  influence,  and  the 
alarming  outrages  of  the  Lazzaroni  of  Paris ;  and  till 
fome  fuch  meafure  fhall  be  adopted,  whether  thtform 
of  government  be  republican  or  ariftocratic,  it  is  but  too 
certain  that  France  will  not  enjoy  the  benefits  of  any 
government  at  all,  but  both  her  executive  afid  legiflitivc 
powers  muft  languifh  under'  the  horrid  tyrannv  of  a  fac- 
tion, and  that  faftion  will  be  the  mofl  profligate  and 
unprincipled  that  the  whole  nation  can  fumifh. 

From  the  example  of  France,  free  flates  may  in  aft* 
ages  derive  fome  inftruftive  leHons.  Suppofing  the 
utmofl  that  the  republicans  affert  to  be  true;  fuppofing 
that  the  treachery  of  the  king  had  rendered  his  dqwfi- 
tion  neceflfary,  and  that  the  aflault  on  the  Thuilleries  was 
the  laudable  effort  of  agfeat  nation  to  liberate  itfclf  froni 
impending  flaver}' ;  flill  the  courfe  which  that  pijoty  afte- 
wards  purfued  was  neither  wife,  patriotic,  nor  human*. 
They  eflabliflied  their  power  not  by  conciliatoiy  mel- 
fiires,  but  by  perfecution ;  not  by  juftice  and  wifdoni, 
but  by  af&flination  and  mafTacre.  The  infults  offc^ 
to  the  fallen  monarch  were  only  calculated  to  render  him 
a  more  intertfting  objeft  j  the  profecution  and  cxikifliem' 
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of  the  inferbr  agents  of  royalty  could  be  of  no  ufe 
where  royalty  was  no  more,  and  was  only  calculated  to 
increafe  the  number  of  the  diiafiedted  party.  If  it  was 
neceflary  to  abolilh  monarchy,  and  to  lummon  a  con« 
ventioD,  pad  experience  (hould  have  didated  the  necef* 
fity  of  aflembling  that  convention  in  another  part  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  a  form  ot  a  conftitution  ought  to  have 
been  ready  to  prefent  to  that  body^  as  foon  as  it  was 
prepared  to  receive  it. 

Other  free  ftates  inftmfted  by  this  example,  when      [ 
they  find  it  neceflary  to  reform  their  government,  will     i 
beware  of  employing  the  miniifay  of  the  populace  to     / 
effed  this  difficult  undertaking.     They  will  ftudy  lathes     | 
to  Tmprove  than  to  overturn ;  and  their  decifions  will  be 
the  refult  of  inveftigation  rather  than  of  impulfe ;  they 
will  be  voted  not  by  acclamation,  but  after  ferious  debate 
and  temperate  deliberation.     They  will  provide  againft 
the  audience  being  more  numerous  and  more  powerful 
than  the  legiilature  itfelf,  and  will  proted  it  from  the 
d^^pdation  of  being  influenced  by  clubs.     A  reform     ^ 
conduded  upon.thefe  principles  will  ceafe  to  be  that 
objed  of  terror  and  abhorrence  which  French  anarchy 
has  rendered  the  very  word  itfelf;  and  the  felfiOi  or  tlu; 
feofelefs  OQly  will  clamour  againfl:  it. 

Another  caution  will  be  fuggefted  by  thefe  proceed- 
ings to  thofe  who  attempt  revolutions  by  illegitimate 
means.  The  moft  adive  confpirators  of  the  10th  of 
Auguft  have,  we  believe,  already  heartily  repented  of 
the  ad.  Some  of  them  Irnve  flnce  been  iacrificed  to 
tb^  veiy  means  which  they  employed  themfelves ;  the 
reft  behold  themicdves  fupplanted  in  the  favour  of  the 
populace  by  a  more  vigDrous  but  perhaps  more  attroK« 
ous  fadion.  They  have  fown,  and  others  have  reaped ; 
the  guilt  and  the  danger  was  theirs,  but  Robeipienr 
and  a  few  of  hb  party  have  obtained  the  reward. 
.■    \  ..  After. 
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After  much  deliberation,  the  hotel  of  the  minifter  dt 
jitftice  was  chofen  as  the  habitation  of  the  fallen  mo- 
narch and  his  tuifortunate  family ;  but  on  the  repreien- 
tatbn  of  M.  Manuel,  who  ftated,  that  in  that  fitoation 
the  municipality  could  not  charge  themfclves  with  being 
itfponfible  for  the  perfon  of  the  king,  and  the  place  d 
confinement  was  changed  to  the  Temple. 

The  phrenfy  of  the  populace  did  not  fubfide  for  fomc 
days  after  the  ftormii^  of  tlie  palace.  It  aiiumed  indeed 
not  the  formidable  a(pe£t  of  a  general  infurredion,  but 
it  was  no  leis  lavage  and  dreadful  in  its  efle£t.  Several 
attrocious  aflaffinations  were  committed,  and  amot^ 
otliers  the  lefpeftable  Rochefoucault  fell  a  facrifice  fb  bis 
attachment  to  the  king  and  conftitution.  Aftet  having, 
with  the  reft  of  the  department,  been  concerned  in  the 
(tifpenfion  of  Petion  anid  Manuel,  he  found  it  no  longer 
lafe  to  remain  in  Paris.  He  retired  to  his  own  eflate, 
but  the  bbod-hounds  carefully  tracked  his  fbeps,  and 
he  was  fcarcdy  arrived  before  he  was  aflafllaatod;  bis 
own  tenants  either  aiding  in  the  murder,  or  at  leaft  look- 
ing on  with  criminal  fhipefaAion. 

The  abfurd  rage  of  the  democratic  mob  on  the  days 
fooceedii^  the  loth  of  Auguft,  was  not  confined  to  the 
living  objeds  of  tbeir  refentment ;  but  with  a  baibarity 
which  has  rendered  proveibial  the  northern  ravagers  rf 
Etiropb,  they  demolifhed  every  veftige  of  art  which  had 
the  remoteft  relation  to  monarchy  or  ariftocracy :  tvcit 
the  flatiie  of  Henry  IV.  fo  long  the  idol  of  the  patrio- 
tic party,  was  broken  in  pieces,  meidy  becaufe  it^was 
the  ftatue  of  a  king.  The  bufts  of  M.  M.-*Neckary 
hat  Fayette,  Mirabeau,  and  all  the  leading  membto  of 
the  cbhftitutional  party,  were  id(b  4bught  out  with  a" 
ritfcukms  aifidiHty,  and  demoliffied. 

On  the  night  of  the  ilatfetheaflfembly,  apprehenO*' 
cf%  foftttidable  oppofitioti  faohi  the  army  of  La  FavAfc^ 
diljjat(iie*threecomni'iffia«rsof  therf  l>Mffr'*ddy  to*' 

*   -^  countera/t 
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couBt<9aA  the  movements  of  that  geneiaL  .  M.  la;  Favr 
ette»  however,  by  a  iiiigular  accident,  was  pieviouirf 
apprifed  of  the  events  of  the  lOth.  He  h^d  lent  M« 
DarbUis;  one  of  his  ftafi  officers,  with  diipatches  to  tl^e 
war  minifter.  M.  Darblais,  on  the  morning  oi  the  i  ith, 
had  advanced  aknoft  within  fi^t  of  Paris,  when  he  was 
met  by  a  g^neoadier  of  the  national  guards,  who  apprifed 
him  of  his  danger,  and  advifed  him  to  change  horfes 
and  return  with  all  poffible  fpeed.  At  Sedan,  on  his 
way  back,  he  found  M.  la  Fayette;  who,  after  fbting 
the  &i£b  to  the  magiflrates  of  that  town,  advifed  them^ 
in  duty  to  the  king  and  conftitution,  to  arreft  the  com- 
miflioners,  who  accordingly,  on  their  arrival  there,  were 
(eized,  and  detained  in  prifon  from  the  14th  to  the  20th. 
In  the  mean  time  M.  la  Fayette  returned  to  the 
okxnp ;  and  immediately  diftributed  among  the  battalions 
the  following  letter : 

*<  Citizen  Soldiers, 

<^  It  is  no  loiter  time  to  conceal  from  you  what  is 
f/omg  forward :  the  conflitution  you  fwore  to  maintain 
IS  ix>  more;  a  banditti  from  Ver&illes,  and  a  troop  ot 
fii£Uous  men,  befi^ed  the  palace  of  the  Thuilleries;  the 
national  and  Swiis  guards  made  a  vigorous  refiftancc^ 
but  for  want  ot  ammunitbn  they  wtre.  obliged  to 
(unender. 

«<  General  d'AfBy,  his  aidsnle-camp,  and  his  whole 
iamily,  were  murdered., 

«<  The  king,  oueen,  and  all  the  royal  femily  Reaped  . 
to  the  national  auembly^  the  &6tious  ran  thither,  hc44r « 
ing  a  (word  in  one  hand,  and  fire  in  the  other,  and  iamA  / 
the  IqgjiQattve  body  to  lup^&de  the  king^  which  wy 
done  for  the  lake  of  laving  his  life..  ^ 

<<  Citiaens,  youare  no  kiinger  reprefented^  the  natioAftt ^ 
^I0cmb^  waitt It  fl^te  of  ilavery j  your  ^xa>m  are  jMthr . 
A  a  out 
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out  Ititd^;  Petton.  ir^t!s;.tiie  (avage  DMtOft imd bk 
IfCeHitcs  are  inafters.  Thtrtj  foldfers>  it  is  your  pro- 
ii^oe  tx>  escamim  wMhet  you  mil  feAor^  the  hereditaiy 
repre&ntative  to  the  throne,  or  (libmit  to  Ao  dilgraoe 
of  bavifig  a  Action  for  your  king/' 

'  The  genera*,  at  the  ft^ft  moments  wheA  this  commit- 
iih::ation.tothe  fddiery  wasma^e,  found  thekdiTpofitJoos 
not  DpkvouraUe  to  the  caufe  <A  t|ie  eonftlfutibn^  but 
ht  fpon  difcovered  that  fidelity  was  oniy  to  be  ei^&d 
tpom  a  ftnall  circle  of  friends.  Appiehenilft  therefoie 
Aat^  in  the  feint  of  revolt  which  his  arrtny  manif^bd, 
Yus  life  woxild  be  attemptsd  by  fome  af&^Kn,  Or  that  he 
would  certain^  be  delivered  vp  into  the  hands  of  his 
adverikiies,  on  the  1.9th  of  Au^iift  he  kft  tlie  cattip  in 
tt^nig^,  accompanied  only  by  his  flaff  and  a  few  fcr- 
tants.  They  took  the  rout  of  Rodifoit  in  -Lic^ 
which»  being  a  neutral  country,  they  hoped  to  pa& 
iHsanoleflied ;  but  an  Auftoai)  ffififsi^  of  the  name  of 
lIiar^O0Ourt,  being  ilationed  there  with  an  advanced 
party,  arrefted  the  ftagitive*,  contftuy  to  the  hw  of 
AatfohSi  and  fent  them  prifoner^  to  Namur.  We  aie 
£)rry  to  add^  that  thefe  unfoitunate  exiks  have  ew 
^e  been  detained  die  vid^itm  of  tyraiHiy^  and  confiMd 
iftii^  ttoilbme  <lungeon,  (dr  no  other  aime,  or  ratfafir 
tibckr  no'other  pretext,  than  that  df  having  be^  man- 
1}CI9  of  :the  nat  onil  aflembly  of  France, 
'  Tlie  %e<tf  this  brave  mtd  difinterefted  pattiot  is  not 
cakijated.to  eixalt  our  opinions  of  human  nature;  on 
^M  one  hand  we  behoki  him  abandoned  by  the  ^eqple, 
Ibt  whomlie^had  made  fo  many  facrifices;  on  Ac  oCfaer, 
oppre£fed  by  a  combination  of  king%  whfle  hb  at$acb^ 
m»^  to :  life  caHfe  of  monarchy  is  the  foiaM^  of  his 
calamitv.  Tb^t  M.  la  Fayette  i^  a  ciiamdeF  wilhoot  a 
Vkm&if  would  be  too  boid  an  afiertion  to  be  tnadb  of 
any  hi^mata^  beingi   ,  Hj^  enor  was  the  enor  0f  a  fdu» 

•       \  and 
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and  ingenious  miod»  which,  ia  its  ardent  zaal  for  tho 
liberty  and  happinols  of  his  k&ow  a?eatilKs,  did  not  perv 
mit  him  to  diilinguifli  what  was  piafticable  from  what 
was  merely  fpecuktivp  and  vifioDarr*  A  more  tempe- 
rate and  mature  judgment  would  perhaps  Jhiav^  ]|ed  him 
to  oppofe  that  6ial  degradation  d  the  eMouttve  power, 
which  proved  the  min  of  authority,  of  government  and 
order,  in  France :  butin  thishe  wasno  morepukythaik^ 
the  reft  of  the  Conftituent  afiembly^  and  though  in  his 
jod^sieDt  he  may  have  erred,  in  his  principles  we  muft 
alldw  him  to  have  been  always  confifteM;.  Faithful  to 
his  oath,  to  his  king,  to  his  engageitients,  he  wasamoi^ 
the  firft  ^o  oppofe  the  feditious  defigns  of  the  Jacobin 
dab,  and  aoaong  the  mod  dtftinguifhed  of  thoie  wh€( 
contended  for  the  maintenance  of  oider  and  civil  obedi* 
ence.  To  have  received  with  cofdiality  thf  ilkifttioua 
conf eflbr  of  regulated  liberty,  would  have  been  noble  and 
n^naimnous-N^To  imprifon  and  per^cute  virtue  and 
viiour  m  diftre6,  was  mean  and  daftardly ;  but,  book 
Tiberius  to  the  pvefent  times,^  cowardice  has  be^  the 
unybrm  clianifteriftic  of  tyranny. 

General  Arthur  Dillon,  influenced  by  thecounfel^  and 
periiaps.  by  the  cbara£ter  and  example  of  M.  la  Fayette^ 
kcmiBA  at  firfk  inclined  to  imitate  his  conduS:;  andby 
the  orders  which  be  publifhed  to  hb  amiy  on  the  t^^ 
he  excited  fo  fbong  a  fuipicion  againft  him,  that  a  de« 
act  WOES  aftually  pdfed  for  his  fu^nfion.  He  however 
was  fo  fortunate  as  to  retrad:  in  time ;  and  upon  th0 
anrival  of  the  oommiffioners  of  the  aflfeimbly  at  Valenei- 
ennes,  he  found  means  fo  completely  to  conciliate  thdr 
efteenn  that  the  decree  was  repealed,  and  he  was  again 
reiaAated  in  his  full  authc»ity. 

The  pdftic  Dumourier,  who  had  atflumed  thfe  com* 
niand  at  M auhfe,  faw  from  the  firft  the  party  which  it- 
was  ne<^eflEuy  t6  embrace,  and  anticipating  the  wifhes  06 
tlie  iSMsift  by  zppkadiag  the  new  i^utkm  evea 

A  a  2  before 
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bdbre  tbe  arrival  of  the  commiffioncrs ;  by  this  fortunafe 
fiep  he  r^ained  the  entife  coiifidence  ci  the  republidans, 
which  he  had  loft  by  his  continuance  in  the  miniftry,  and 
in  confequence  was  afterwaixis  appointed  to  {bcoeed  M. 
]a  Fayette  in  has  comoiand. 

Marlhal  Luckner  took*  the'  fame  decided  part..  In 
bis  letter  to  the  aflenably,  he  even  insinuated  that  it  was 
the  treachery  of  the  court  which  had  compelled  him  to 
retreat  iu  tte  nudilof  viAot)  from  the  Netherlands;  and 
^ded,  <<  that  now  the  king  was  depoied^  he  hoped  be 
WouJd  not  be  ordered  to  retire  when  he  next  enteird  the 
Audriah  territories.*'   ,        .  ,    . 

Generals  Biron,  Montclquieu,  Kellermin,  and  Cuf- 
tinet,  all  (ubmitted  to  the  authority  of  the  afleiobly,  and 
and  of  the  proviiional  council  of  ftate,  and  took  the 
republican  oaths,  as  well  as  the  foldiers  of  their  re^<aivc 
amues*'  •  • 

Thou^  the  force  of  La  Fayette  had  been  triffing  in 
companion  with  that  of  his  advarfartes^  as  it  did  not 
exceed  twenty  thoufand  men,  ftiU  he  had  contrived  to 
keep  the  Auftrians  and  Pruflians  in  check,  and  they  had 
made  but  little  progrefs  towards  the  lubji:igition  d 
Fiance!  The  confufion,  however,  which  the  tranfac- 
tioqs  we  have  jufl  narrated  had  produced,  encouraged  the 
combined  armies  to  advance,  and  the  firft  conqueft 
achieved  was  at  Lpngwy.  On  the  2  ift  of  Augafl, 
general  Cl^fait  prefented  himfelf  with  an  army  at  fixty 
thou&nd  rpen  before  that  fortreis.  The  fiege  lafted  about 
iifteen  hours,,  during  which  time  the  enemy  kept  up  a 
contlnuid  and  heavy  fire  of  bombs  and  artiUery.  The 
/Coi^Qjiapdant  reported,  th^t  the  magiftrates  and  citizens, 
terrified  hy  the  bombardment,  had  infifted  upon  a  fur- 
render,  and  that  he  had  only  compli^  with  their  ia}ui* 
fitiorts  Qn  thQ  other  hand  it  was  fuQ^efbedp  .apd  not 
without  fome  ground^  thathotliing  le&  tteui  treachery  ib 
^a  commander  ooulil  cdmpeL  a  {^fon  of  tWo  thou&od 
'  '  '  five 
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fiye  .lujii)4nd  i^en,  well  appointed,  in  a  p)ace  ftrpq^y  for 
tjfiedt  and  defended  with  feventy-one  pieces  of  cann6n> 
and  ejKcellent  calements,  to  furrender  upon  (b  ffiort  a 
Hqge.  Upon  further  enquiry  thefe  {ufpjcions  were  con* 
firmed.  M.  Lavergne,  the  governor,  was  ordered  to  be 
tried  by  a  court-martial ;  and  3,  deaee  of  the  affembly 
waspoifed,  ^hat  whenever  it  flibuld  be  retaken,  tiie  Ivou- 
fes  of  the  citizens  (hpuld  be  razed  to  the  ground,  and  the 
roagiftrates  prpfecutcd  for  higli  treafbn. 

*J'he  capture  of  Verdun  almpfl  immediately  fiicceeded 
that  of  Longwy,  It  was  lumnioncd  by  the  duke,  of 
Brunfwick  on  the  31  ft  of  Auguft,  nor  did  the  tocampfe 
pf  the  punilhment  to  be  inflifted  on  Longwy  deter  the 
inhabitants  fibm  becoming  the  dupes  of  their  appithen- 
fifihs.  As  Longwy,  therefore,  was  loft  by  the  treachery 
gi  the  comipander,  Verdun  was  reduced  by  the  cowar- 
dice of  the  citi^ns,  Diftruftful  of  the  incivifm  of  the 
officers  after  the  affair  of  Longwy,  the  aftembly,  by  their 
decree  vefted  power  in  the  municipality  to  controul  the 
qeTibera^ions  of  the  council  of  war.  M.  Beauiepaire,  th^ 
governor,  was.  defirous  of  defending  the  town  to  the 
bft  moments  but  the  municipal  officers  were  determined 
in  £ivour  of  a  capitulation,  and  there  was  iniminent 
d^er  that  the  foldiers  would  be  attacked  by  an  enemy  ^ 
within  as  well  as  without.  The  governor,  therefore,  after 
muchpppofitipn,  finding  himfdf  completely  outvoted, 
drew  a  piUQl,  and  fhot  himlelf  dead  upon  thd  fpot.  The 
cdnlequence  was,  tliat  the  garrifon  capitulated,  and  the' 
Prpflian  troops  entered  on  the  2d  of  September,' 
.  Immediately  on  the  depofition  of  the  king,  the 
sunhallador  of  Great  Britain  was  reddled,  with^  however, 
aa  'aflurahce  qf  friendfhip  arid  neutrality  on  t)}^part  of 
hi  court. 

'  Nearly  about  the  fame  period  ^  decr^  was  palled 
9g^li  M.  la  Fayette,  declaring  him  guilty  of  high  tre»* . 
fpn^     M.  Barpave,  M.  Alexander  Lam^,  and  fome 
'    A  a  ^  *othftr 
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o(heK5  of  the  conftituent  aficmbly,  weie  eomtnitttd  to 

prifon,  on  the  chai^  cf  a  cotxnter-rcvokttion ;  which 
however  appeared  to  be  founded  merely  on  ^  vague 
mention  of  their  names  as  friends  to  the  king,  ia  forac 
papers  which  tvere  fiiid  to  have  been  fonnd  in  lanfacking 
the  Thuilleries. 

The  plpa  in  favour  of  republican  government  is,  that 
it  is  St.  government  wlxich  is  oilcuiated  to  aHbrd  equal  pro- 
t?^on  to  all  daffes  of  men;  that  it  admits  of  no* 
opprcfSon,  becaufe  all  Aave  equal  rights,  and  a)i  ar^ 
ifttereftcd  in  the  prefervation  of  them.     The  praAke  ci 
republicans  in  all  ages  has  been  very  inconfiftent  with 
thefe  profeffipns ;  but  in  no  inftance  has  this  incanfiftency 
been  moire  glaring  than  in  the  republicans  dt  France. 
Whatever  apologies  may  be  urged  for  the  favage  hiiy  cf 
an  irritated  people  on  luch  an  occafion  as  the  floimii^  of 
tfip  3afbllfe  or  ttie  ThuiUeries,  there  can  be  none  for  the 
blood  which  fheamed  from  the  icafiblds ;  there  can  be 
none  for  the  condemning  in  a  cool  and  deliberate  man** 
Iter  to  death,  with  the  forms  indeed,  bat  without  the 
fiftbfbince  of  juflice<»  upon  evidence  the  moft  vague  and 
inborreft,  honourable  men,  whole  only  crime  was  that  of 
having  fcrved  the  fallen  monardi  with  fiddity.     M. 
Dtleflart,  the  friend  and  confident  of  the  Nectatf,  was 
beheaded  at  Orleans,  on  a  futile  charge  that  he  knew  of 
the  qonvention  of  Pilnitz  for  a  conlidemble  tim«  befoit 
he  communicated  it  to  the  affembly.     M .  Dangremont 
the  late  paymafter  of  the  king's  guards,  fuflfered  at  Paris 
on  the  lit  of  September,  on  evidence  equally  fnvolous. 
M.  la  Porte,  intendant  of  the  civil  lifl^  was  executed  at 
the  fame  time,  for  no  odier  crime  than  that  of  diftri- 
buting  mmcy  to  certain  writers  in  favour  of  monarchy. 
M,  Durofoy,  and  forte  others  of  Ids  note,  were  alfo 
evidently  facrificed  to  the  temporary  delufion  and  pre- 
judices OT  the  people.    • 

•    •    ■     ••  The 


.  TlnefeAwblj  UA  fia.^mi?  in  puttiogia  foroe  witj^^ 
ytlfeRoft  rigour  thf  pr(:geaed  deaee^  againQ  jtbe  j|;^ 

fixemoTporiiRg  fiOHi  the  Ku;g4om  fuch  of  the  prioib  .^ 
had  not  teKen  the  civic  oath  was  revived  ]t\  theadbinbly^ 
and  paiM  by  acclamation.  The  diftre.is  and  piiio;}. 
wittcb  uiMy.worthy  individuals  fu&ned  in  corucquenqe 
o(  thb  decree,  <;annQt  be  luiBciently  depleted,  isljjiy 
cf  tbef^  vi^iim  of  conlcienoe  were  hurled  from  tbe|c 
wimej^ionii  and  their  friends,  and  landed  almoft  pennji^r 
kkwin^ked  on  a  forei^ (horei  iom^ w^rc; computl^ 
tQ:pi^n>  chere  to  remain /ill  a  mode  cf.  conveyance  put 
cf  tjke  kni^om  ihould  be  found;  ibme  wenp  oiallacn^ 
bytiift  (H^ulace  foon^aitcr  they  wece airefted :  aadnp 
imoofidfrftUe  number  wece  referved  for  the  mdap^b^ 
iMfi&XCfk^  to  which  lie  (baU  hare  ipeedilyt9a4vqt. 

U  will  lemaki  to  the  lateft  ages  a  monument  i9f 
S^tHk  faOffHt^y  and  B|ri|i(h  liberality,  that  fevepa 
tdmiAmbirf  tho(e. unhappy  fugitives  were  mxived  ia 
Sogbiad,  and  (^y^potfed  for  upwacds  of  twdve-montl^y 
by  V0kmh7yftAjiript\o%i  that  ^  parties  joined  ia  the 
fKomotjim  of  thi$  mify  cbnftian  uodeitakijqg  j  thajt  w> 
pfcjudioes^  Deligiogs  ^r  pc^tical*  could  flij9e  tbt  voice  ot 
immanity^  or  lafBdicate  from  tiie  hearts  of  Britons  .tha^t 
gewKW  pUladtfopby)  whiph  has  always,  bem  chaja6t^- 
0ftic<<thenatiOB. 

jOf  the  atrocities  whidi  we  have  now  to  relate^  tb^ 
origin  and  caufes  are  involved  in  obfcurity.  By  the  onp 
mrty»  they  aiie  chaiged  upon  a  wicked  aad  (angi^nary 
tsAiifP;  and  by  the  other^  that  is,  the  fa£^pQ  to  whom 
lliey  qaedaai^,  they  afe  rqveieated  a^  the,  ii^ilantaneous 
effort  ot  poH^r  lefent&ieat.  We  (hall  fiate  the  ia^, 
aa  far  aa  they  ane  knowi\,  wd  Ic^ve  the  ce^uler  to  form 
bi$owia,ociDdufioQ8.  .  -       .  >   ;     t 

.  The  capture  of  Longwy,^  and  tbe'^fttpeK:h  of  (he 
Ff!uffianQ»  fproad  an  inuantspeous  alarm  through  the 
4.  a  4  metropolfsy 
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cont^oii. "'  The  rumour  wa^  tliac  the  €iiany  mtendcsd 
to  ifeave  fhe  fortified  plates  behiisfvllMil^  'md  pMMA 
tcyTta^s ;  and  this  was  Jfbilow«)  by  tomkiuddi^pcMr thatt 
Ihe  duke  of  Brunfwick  was  within  a  few'hotift  rfian^  of 
tile  capital.  At  thi$  ciifaftious  mbmbnt,  fblpicioii  locked 
In  evtry  heart,  and  Wrrot  ^msis  depid^d  upon  eipeiy  couft^ 
tenante.  Danton,  a  man  Who  from  a  k>w'bi^^giir(widi 
only  the advantage  df  a  tolerable  edticaEtion;  iontttt^ma 
bred  to  tbi  taw)  had  mifed  hicnfelt  by  his  idiiHtics  and 
hi3  boldne(s  to  the  fituation  dit  minrfterof'  juftice,  «d 
who  ceriaihly  projeded  the  pbn  of  difmiflbig  diecU 
munidpafii^  on  the  night  of  the  gth  of  '^u^ft,  Aood 
l&rth  in  the  aflembly  on  this  lAemoiable  emctgaief: 
He  obfert^  thatt  thetie  wepe  more  than  eighirf'  ttmi&ild 
AfAd  of^  fitt  arms  in  Paris,  in  the  hands  tit  private '^. 
fens :  with  thefe  he  propofed  to  equip  a  volunteerannyy 
ivhO)  inftead  of  waiting  for  the  approach  of  the  eneo^^ 
fhould  faSy  forth  to  meet  the  danger.  Sk  commiffiooeis 
ifoffl  thd  aiOS^mbly  he  propofed  to  fend  to  the  feftbns  to 
iccfelerslte  the  enrolments;  ahd  a  body  of  cavaliy,  h^ 
;^ed;  might  be  equipped  from  thofe  liorfes  which  wem 
kept  for  pleafuie.  -  The  f^  was  infiantly  adspted,  and 
a  decree  was  paiied^  ordering  all  citizens,  who  were  net 
prevented  by  age  and  infirmities^  to  hold  tbemiidves  in 
mtdineis  to  march  at  a  moment's  wamk^;  and  this  was 
M($W^  by  anoBier  for  the  Alarming  tii  all  ^psfted 
peiibn*.  .       * 

'  We  Hav^  h^  but  tHde  occiiion^  fince  the  teMiiaatiad 
of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  of  which  he  wad  a  imttber, 
Co  hi^tttiort  M.  Rdiefpierre. '  He  had,  hoivMer;  finoe^ 
'thar  tteriodi  dccapied  the  Mtion  of  public  accufinr,  aad^ 
tt'tMpn^  of  which  wtf*  ate  iiowtnsadng;  was  at  ifee 
head  of  the  Jacobin  ftatetnily,  and  h^d  bo^n  clioien,  as 
wellAsM^t  (a  XHtiflfian;  who  ext(ted  by  writing  Jibdi 
on  the  ';gci^emtnem,  akid  foy  pubiifbing  a-ftandalous 
*^    '•  -  -  Journal) 
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JouiMl^'  a  meosbeti  ot  the  ncvt  ispwow^^ .  oo  ibfi  i|ig^t 
Uihtglfi^ot  AjogoA.  TMe  two  men  vftit  intimately 
coone^ed  juvit^rJ^Hntont  tbe  mintAer  of  juftkets  and  to 
ihi^'triumvi^M^t.the  horre^  of  ttW  dreadful  mafiaatj 
whLik:b.\iyeb|vvenow  tom^te,  have.been  afcribed.  Since 
theafif^  of  i)^  iQthpf  Ai^uft,  Petion  bad  loft  part. of 
bis,  ia^ace  wfth  the.  populace,  and  Robeipione  had 
psoportionably'  n(en  in  their  efieeni.  His  (anguinary  and 
untedita^- temper,  was  more  fuited  to  their  Imbitual  and 
0^rage  ctvdtyis  and,  as  he  is  illiterate  bimiclf,  his  ekM. 
quence  is  d  that  fpeqies  which  is  mod  adapted  to  vulgar 
J4)prabenfiQn.  In  the  Jacobin  club,  this  man  had  brad 
uarsmitting^y  cbunorous  for  the  trial  of  the  ftate  priCbnT 
OS ;  aad.i^  his  endeavours  to  fatiate  the  barbarous  reveqg^ 
ot  tbe  populace,  be  gained  t^n  their  affeftions^ 

Whether  irom  a  concerted  plan  to  produce  a  gencul 
mafiacie»  in  ^hich  it  is  infinuated  many  of  the  members 
weie  to  be  included;  or  whether  it  was  fimply  mtended 
to  excite  the  ardour  ot  the  people  to  the  defence  of  the 
country,  is  yet  updetermined ;  but  certainly  the  toodt 
purfiied  by  the  commune  on  the  ad  of  September  wai 
pc^pant  with  danger  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  city* 
Inftead  of  ordering  the  enrolments  of  volunteers  to  h^ 
made  in  their  refpediye  iedions»  with  order  and  quietnef^ 
they  commanded  the  alarm-guns  to  be  fired  at  two 
o'dock^  the  tociin,  or  alarm-bell,  to  be  founded,  the 
country  to  be  proclaimed  in  danger;  and  they  fummoned 
the  pq)ulace  to  meet  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  whenoq 
they  pretended  jthey  were  to  march  in  a  body  to  meet 
the  approaching  enemy. 

Tbealarm'^ns  were  fired,  the  tocfin  did  found,  but 
it  was  not  the  knell  of  the  Pruflians,  but  of  tbe  unhap^ 
pdiovrs  confined  in  the  gaols  of  Paris.  The  poopk  did 
aflembie,  not  to  defend*,  bpt  itK^exterminate  thrifccou^i 
trymen.  Itisadebtdueto^iuf^iQelhoiveyer^itaeXQiietiMe 
the  citizens  in  general  from  the  crimes  of  that  ^y.:  The 

xxiajority 
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majority  of  the  people,  thougli  greatly  ^tktcd  by  the 
alarm  which  was  given,  repaired  not  to  the  Chaofip  de 
Mars,  as  tliefe  magiftrates  of  murder  ahd  infurredion 
had  wiflied,  but,  as  it  were  by  inftinft,  to  their  rclpedive 
feftions,  and  there  entered  their  names  as  the  iddiers  erf 
Iit)erty.  * 

A  confiderable  multitude,  however,  was  broi^t 
together.  It  was  compofcd  (ai  the  Girondc*  BShrt) 
J>artly  of  hired  affaflins,  and  men  felefted  for  the  purpoft 
of  producing  a  tumuk  and  a  maflacre,  partly  of  the  M»- 
leiJlois  and  the  remnant  of  the  other  federates,  and  pMtly 
of  an  iuMuenfe  multitude  attrafted  to  the  (cene  cjf  liot 
by  their  curiofity  or  their  fears.  It  is  however  unceiteiii, 
after  all  that  has  been  faid  by  both  parties,  whether  the 
maflacre  was  a  preconcerted  meaiurc,  or  the  fpontaneons 
impulte  of  a  part  of  the  populace.-  It  is  not  very  impro- 
bable that  fbme  of  tbofe,  who  had  loft  friends  and  rdaifons 
in  the  affair  of  the  lOth  of  Auguft,  might  be  itifficienlljr 
exafperated  againfl  the  ftate  prifoners  (whom  they  catA- 
•dered  as  the  authors  of  their  misfortunes)  to  make  the 
horrid  proj  Mai.  Be  this  as  it  majr,  we  can  only  report, 
that  the  refolutions  of  the  afTembly  werefcarccly  annDath 
ttd,  when  a  number  of  voices  exclainned,  "  that  they  wcfe 
ready  to  ckvote  t  hen^felves  to  the  If mce  of  their  toanffy, 
and  to  march  againft  their  foreign  Enemies ;  but  they 
muft  firft  puige  the  nation  of  itsdomeftic  foes."  Witb- 
bUt  further  deliberation,  a  party  of  armed  men  proceeded 
'  fo  the  Carnies,  where  a  number  of  the  non-juring  priefis 
were  detuned  till  an  opportunity  (hould  occur  of  pot- 
=  ting  in  force  their  fentencc  of  banifhment ;  and  there, 

^  The  more  moderate  party,  including  Pedon,  Briflbt,  tkn- 
\fcnne,  Ver^niaiid  ;  they  derived  their  appcUiliori  from  Ae*- 
^pan-tment  ot  Girpude,  the  deputies  of  which  wi^  among  t^ 
iet4er»  of  the  party.  The  ^ppafitc  fa<Jtion  wt?  catted  the  MoM- 
^in4  irpm  its  occupy  ii^*the  high  i^ats  in  the  hall  of  the  conven- 
tion': 'Robcfpierrc^  i>anton,  Marar,  &c.  may'be  confiddred  astbc 
leadtrs.  ^      ■  '       .   .  ; 
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m  eoki  blood;  the  remorfciefi  aBafllns  facriffced  fveij  one 
ci  tilde  defenceiefe  and  probably  innocent  men. 

Fvom  the  Carmcs  they  proceeded  to  th©  Abbey  prifen, 
in  which  were  confined  the  Swi6  officers,  and  thofe 
arreiled  for  tret^nable  offences  againft  the  nation  on  the 
lOtb  of  Auguft.  TTic  murderers  proceeded  with  a  kind 
of  mcHiod  ift  tbetf  crimes.  They  impannallcd  'a  jury, 
mae  ci  whom  it  is  faid  were  Italians,  or  ailafHns  hrom 
Avi^Don,  and  the  other  three  French.  Belbfe  thefe 
ieiiKronftituted  judges  tl«  wretched  prifbners  underwent 
a  fommary  examination.  The  watch-word  that  pronoun^ 
cod  the  cdprit  guilty  was  <<  II  {am  le  largir"  (be  muft 
be  fet  at  liberty)  when  the  viftim  was  precipitated  from 
the  door,  to  pa6  througjh  a  deffle  of  mifcreants  diSerenth^ 
aimed,  and  he  was  cut  to  pieces  with  fabres,  orpiercea 
ttuough  with  innumerable  pikes.  Some  thcj  acquitted; 
and  thefe  weie  dedued  under  the  proteoion  of  tht 
nation,  and  accompanied  to  their  reipe^re  homes  by 
Ihipe  of  the  banditti. 

The  whole  of  the  ftaff-officers  of  the  Swi&  gqaiKfe 
woe  maflacred,  except  their  commander,  M.  d'Affiy. 
He  bad  been  a  democrat  from  the  fhft  pf  the  revolutioi^ 
and,  when  urged  by  the  queen  to  afTume  the  command 
in  the  Thuilleries  on  the  loth  of  Augdl,  had  v6tuntartly 
abfented  himfelf.  The  ierfiaflins  contmued  the  whofe 
nigh^  cS  the  ed  at  the  Abbey,  and  the  prHbn  of  the 
Cbatdet,  whence  they  proceeded  to  the  prifon  of  Ia 
FcBctj  where  the  ladies  oi  the  court,  who  were  anefled 
OB  the  lO&k  of  Auguft,  were  confined. 

In  this  dung^n  was  the  beautihd  and  accompCOicd 
poncefi  de  Lamballe,  the  friend  and  confidant  of  jfae 
queen.  When  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  bloody 
tribuoal,  fhe  was  in  bed,  and  was  informed  by  the  perfbn 
who  ddiveied  the  mefiagie,  that  it  was  only  intended  to 
mnoee.  her  to  the  Abbey.  She  be^ed,  in  return^  to 
remain  undifturbed,  fince  to  her  one  prifon  was  a9  accept- 
able 
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able  as.  uoklm.    Scing  Mnfonoed  jthat  (he  jnqj|  ^f^cu 
immediately  before  the  tribunal,  (he  dreffed  in  hafte,  aad 
pbcyed  the  fummons.  In  the  courie  of  herinteqpgg^diH 
oo  crimination  againft  the  queen  or  royal  &mily  c^d  be 
extorted  frQm  her»  and  it  is  faid  it  was  the  intentioQ  ot 
fhejudges  to  acquit  her.     As.(he.wa6COix^6lcd,  how« 
ever,  out  of  priion,  ftupifi^  with Jionpr  at  (he  mantled 
bodies  that  lay  around  her,  (he  received  ham  bdiind  a 
blow  on  the  head  with  a  fabre,  which  product  inftnadf 
a  violent  effqfion  of  blood.    Jn  this  (ituation  Sic  vus^ 
iupport^  by  the  arms  of  two  men,  who  faroed  her  to 
continue  her  proofs  over  the  deaidbodies*  Asihcbinted 
every  moment  from  lois  of  blood,  like  Csetar  (bcMa^ 
iolicit<?us  to  fall  in  a  decent  attitude ;  and  when  at  lift 
Ihe  beeaixie  (o  enfeebled,  as  to  be  Mi  to  proceed  no 
fxuther,  her  head  was  fevered  from  her. body.     Ttt 
inangbd  coips  was  expofed  to  every  kind  of  indigmty, 
.j^  the  head,  fixed  upon  a  [nke,  was  <;arricd  to  te 
temple  and  (hewn  to  the  unfortunate  queen,  who&uited 
at  the  honrid  (i^t.    It  was  afterwards  canned  in  tmmph' 
round  the  (beets  of  Paris,  and  particularly  to  the:  PaUb 
Royal,  where  it  was  recogniz^,  probably  ivithoot  much 
&eliim^  by  her  brutal  idatioq3 1  madame  de  TourzeBe 
nd  hdr  dau^ter,  and  (bme  other  ladies^  -  who  -iceie 
confined  in  the  fame  prifon,  were  Qiared* 

Thefe  dreadful  maflacrcs  lafied  the  whole  of  the  sd 

aad  3d  of  September.  At  the  Abbey  prifoa  one.  buodiod 

and  fifty  nine  were  ma(Iacxed,  exduiive  of  M.  M.  d'-Ati. 

gremont,  Rofey,  and  De  la  Porte,  who  had  been  pmpU 

rouily  beheaded;  at  the  femiqary  of  St.  Firmii^  ainec]^ 

.two  unfortunate  vifbims  (uflered ;  at  the  pamss^^  looe 

^  hundred  and  forty-one  1  4t  the  H6tel  de  k'  Foicc^  one 

hundred  and  fixty^eight ;  at  the  Ghatelet,  tito  Jumtod 

and  fourteen;  at  the  Coqciei^e,  eighty  five;  at.  tbe 

,  jpicfit(i9b»  we  hundn^.^nd  jif jtyHhcee ;  and  at  theoioifber 

*  The  coiBvcnt  of  thtf  Cartn^lit^.  ...... 

of 
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of  tbe  Beimrdinsv  feventy-three ;  in  all  aiwdotiBgto  the 
(hockipg  number  of  one  thouiand  and  eighty^five*-**^ 
including,  however,  a  confiderable  numbor  >6f  idonsj^ 
^hb  were  itnprifondd  for  forging  affignats,  arid  for  other; 
crimen.    The  nuttiber  of  (affaffins  have  been  ^ariodljr' 
reported.     They  were  atfirft  fti]|)poied  to<  aratont  to 
many  tboufands  ^  1  but  the  general  opinion  is,  tkat  the^ 
did  not  exceed  two  or  three  hundied.     It  berafenl^ 
bow0ver,  that  thenational affembly  confidend them ina 
fonnidable  view,  or  they  would  have  taken^iotnejaioiis' 
eSeftive  meafures  than  that  of  iencfing  comnoiffionea:!!,* 
ftom  time  to  time,  to  difluade  them  frrni  their  violcoqe. 

It  is  probable  that  the  number  would  at  fvft  begreatlgr 
eaggeiated  by  repdrt,  aiid  that  the  multitude  wlui  fol- 
lowed, Irom  curibfky  or  the  hope  of  phinder,  greafly 
ex&ededthofe  who  were  afbiaHyengagedin  the  murder. 
^  Tfa9  ^friends  of  Petion  aflert,  ttuit  he  tock  every 
method  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  thefe  miCcleed^^ 
but  that  he  Ipoke  in  vain,  while  the  minifter  jof  juftite 
leoaatndd  iilat.  M«  Roland  wrote  repeatecHy  to'M* 
Saoterre;  and  the  national  guards  were  alreai^  in  thm 
ieftbns,  waiting  the  orders  of  the  comnnndttr  m  chief^o- 
di^ieri^ :  the  m^;  but  there  is  too  much  reaW'.tlo 
fi^pofe  Santerre  an  accomplice  in  the  piot^  if  tlKrei  uMiift' 
me,  fince  he  took  nomea&ires  to  prevent  thefe^atrocities^ 

It  was-  in  vain  that  the  deputies  difpatched  by  the 
affixnUy  eiduMted  the  populace.  J4.  Moatmoi^n,  ithe 
late  noayor  of  Eoittainbieaa,  ;thou0b  he  -had  been 
acquitted  byt  a  jury,  was  miirdeied  in-th^fi^at^of  tbe 
deputies;  During  diis  period  of  general  confofioid'aiid 
horfor,  fevarat  mifcreante  avaBed  thcmfelMCBi  of  4iile 
^cncumflaaiice^  to  ^tify  their  |>rtvateanimofity,  iyid  fenke 
indiviickiak-wcieiafiafliinated  in  diffisobnt  parljs^dj^iltte 

CityU'    '"'   *  ,       '  ■  .  .1'  •  )       '      ..    ,  .•  r  j:jo)  L'.'- 

*  Tli«^  v^tc  4ifo  ibiMiniirdfciVdtai^ltM  ik'IM  SOpittl^ 
and  on  the  PoQt-aa-C^aiQgc      r,  ^     .   r  ; 

The. 
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The  eEttnple  of  Paris  wab  fittrily  imklMed  ifl  oditf 
phces^  ptftie^!^  at  Vtrfailks.  The  prifoners  vrfao  had 
been  confined  al:  Orleans  for  Aatc  offeiioe%  were  ordered 
tibither  bf  the  national  aflembly  bti  the  8th  o(  Septem- 
bar*  The  piti»dmg  evening  a  party  trfaOaflkipr^^ 
finnn  Pans»  nsoft  of  them  in  poftHdnifea^  and^  as  (boo  as 
theprifaners  anrnd,  maffiwed  them  6n  the  fpot.  The 
idsdatants  of  Ver&iiksftood  ftiipified  ^/Htfa  bormr^  and 
G^m  the  detachment  which  hid  guarded  the  captives  from 
Oricana  ftood  paffive  fpeftatora  ct  the  maffiav.  Tbm 
pcrifhed  the  duke  of  Briffitc,  the  bifhop  of  Maudes^  and 
aboot  thirty  others.  At  Lyons  ailo  fome  pnfooeia  wwe 
maffiKTed  on  the  ninth. 

The  aiisobhy  which  kioceeded  the  loth  of  Angnft  wi» 
notfooncompofed  On  the  17th  o<  September,  a  band 
of  niffiam  bit)ke  into  the  GiBrde  Meuilcy  and  robbed  it 
of  an  immeafi  qaantity  oi  jewek^  and  other  vafai^k 
cfibAs,  the  greater  part  oi  which  ham  never  beebieoo^ 
vered. 

'  Bdfore  we'dofe  our  accoiofit  of  the  procaec&iga  of  the 
natbnal aflembly,  it  is  propev  tamendoo  a  decree  wlikh 
wasf  fttopofed  by  a  diftmgotfhod  member^  NL  Jeati 
D&bry.-^The  ftd^ftance  ok  this  fingplar  pio^oi^  waiy 
^  Toieu^  nnmediatelya  corps  of  twehrehnndrtd  tofann 
teeis,  whofe  pattfculffi'  objeft  (hould  be  to  attack  Ae 
oommandeis  oi  die  hoftife  armies  and  the  kings  Kibo 
wenedieaodiorsoithewar;  thatthefe^unteenrfiicNikl 
be  equipped  in  a  manner  the  beft  adapted  to  die  pnr- 
pofe,  and  that  dn  eadi  a  penfion  for  life  of  two  tlimifimd 
Ibms  (lod.)  per  annum,  Ihodd  be  fettled,  widi  the 
leverfion  to  ^ar  defcendants  to  the  third  generation/' 

Thd  motion  was  oppoled  by  M.  VeigBiaud'and 
others,  arid  a  kmd  of  prevbus  queftion  moved  tqpon  tbe 
occafion,  viz.  to  refer  the  matter  to  tbe  committee  of 
fafety.  , 

*  The  difcuffion  was  curious  and  important-^It  vlar 
Served  by  the  exponents  of  Jean  Debry,  that  the  [m>- 

pofal 
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pafid  was  uiwarihy  a  free  and  enli^)teaed  nation  ^  that 
ai&fliaatioa  v/as aoexpedknt  agatnft  wfaich all  tltegent^ 
rous  feelings  of  humanity  revested  s  that  it  might  be 
pradiiedas  well  in  a  bad  as  in  a  virtuous,  cailfe;  as  v^^ 
bf  the  tyrant  as  the  moft  patriotic  (pint;  that,  in  tb^^ 
pre&nt  mftaace  it  would  infallibly  pmduce  refxiials^  that 
if  a  band  of  tyrannicides  fhoidd  be  fornxd  by  France^ 
whole  bi^ades  would  be  formed  by  the  enemy,  for.  the 
purpoie  of  exterminating  hsr  commandenu 

In  VG[iy  to  thefe  obfervations  it  was  ui^,  that  of  ,a& 
the  qalamttities  that  afflid  humnn  iiatuie,  war  is  qiqH  to 
be  deprecated  and  deplored;  that  any  expedient  which 
could  be  devifbd  for  preventing  fo  great  a  crime  and  iip 
dreadful  an  evil  muft  be  laudable^  Kings,  it  i»as  &id» 
ace  the  ibleauthon  of  wars;  to  g^tifythnr  evince,  their 
avacice,  or  ambition,  they  in  ookl  blood  devQte  aullioBs 
to  mifery  and  to  death ;  unfeeling  cowards,  they  repofe 
at  bom^  in  lecurity  and  luxuiy>  remote  from  the  dai^,. 
and  feaft  upon  the  miferies  they  have.occafioned.  Which 
then  is  the  kflier  evil  ?  to  devote  cmc  man  to  death,  or 
espofe  whole  natbns  to  ruin,  to  devaffaition,  to  wretched" . 
-ne^^  to  ilau^ter  ?  The  guilt  of  war.  lies  T^^Uy  wiibh  d»e 
idlig^  'j  the  puniflimait  iSk  entirely  upon  their  iim<KX»(t 
fbbjeds;  but  let  kings  once  fear  for  thetr  pedonal  faktf, 
and  wiars  will  forever  t)e  at  an  end. 

With  lefpefl  to  repdfals^  it  was  allowed,  tfaa,t  fud>  a 
dcGPfie  would  certably  provoke  them;  but  it  was  mged 
oti:  the  other  hand,  t;hat  the  combined  kings  codd  not  he 
.more  poafpeiated  ag^iinft  France  than  they  were  aheady ; 
that  whether  ^  ckciee  was  pafled  or  not,  every,  paeans 
wodd  be  employed.ior  the  defini£tioQ  of  thofe  wha  weie 
ntvefted  with  any  authority  or  command ;  and^iat  efea 
thp  duke  of  Brunfwick's  manifedo  was  in  fiibilanjce  a 
decree  to  that  .very  efied,  and  bseadied  exadly  a  jGmilar 
.  spirit  of  fiuigdmry  vsngeaaop* 

ThcQiopdal  was  virtu^y  rg^&ed  b^  agmeingtorcftr 

.it  to  the  committee.   .  .,  t.^"i 

the 
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The  advances  ot  the  combined  armies  fioce  the  lOth 
of  Auguft  had  been  rapid  and  formidable.  On  the  30th 
<rf  that  month,  genend  Dumourier  caOcdacounoiat 
Sedan  of  aU  the  general  of&cers  who  were  then  .in  that 
diftrid,  M.  Dillon  having  been  ordered  fix>m  Valeocien- 
nes  in  order  to  aflift  at  it.  He  explained  the  diftreflcd 
ftate  d  the  French  army,  and  obfei-ved,  ihat  after  taking 
poffeffion  of  Longwy,  the  enemy  had  proceeded  to  Ver- 
dun, and  it  was  yet  uncertain  whether  or  qot  they  wcfuld 
undertake  the  fiege  of  Montmedy.  The  Pruffian  anny 
amounted  to  full  fixty-five  thou&nd  choien  men ;  Clair- 
£ut  with  lixteen  thouland  had  taken  pod  at  Chiers,  to 
the  rig^t  of  the  Pruffians;  and  a  iecond  column  of 
Auftriarts,  commanded  by  prince  Hohenlohe,  advanced 
to  their  fupport,  and  were  followed  by  the  Heifians  and 
emigrants,  whofe  numbers  were  reported  to  be  extremely 
formidable 

In  this  council  it  was  determined,  that  the  Fiendi 
were  by  much  to  weak  to  atten:^)t  to  face  ib  immenfe  a 
force,  or  to  [Kevent  it  palfing  the  Meuie,  which  was  lor- 
dable  in  iixty-nine  places  &om  Veidun  to  Stenay.  In 
the  mean  time  gene^  Dumoudet  had  ditched  gene- 
lal  Galhaud  with  two  battalions  ot  infantry  to  (upport 
Verdim  s  but  fix>m  what  has  been  lately  relaied,  our  rea^- 
ders  will  have  anticipated  the  event,  which  was»  that  the 
attempt  proved  entirely  fruitlefs. 

On  the  gift,  the  Auftrians  took  poilfeiEon  of  Stenay 
after  a  fli^t  ikirmifh  with  the  vanguard  commanded  l^ 
general  Dillon,  which  amfifted  on^  of  fix  battalions. of 
infantry,  and  fourteen  fquadrons  of  hg)it-bor(e :  the  nado* 
nal  gc^  of  Stenay  letreated  and  joined  general  DiUon, 
who  took  poflat  Monzon,  dofe  by  the  army  of  the  com- 
maxutar  in  chief* 

The  whole  of  Dumourier^s  force  at  this  time  was 
feared]^  e^ual  toa  fing^e  divifion commanded  t^  geoaal 
Clairfait,  who  miift  lave  been  ignorant  of  his  opponent's 

wcako^ 
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Wcaknefs  or  he  would  fcarcely  have  n^leded  to  attack; 
him.  tVith'this  tmall  army,  the  only  rcfource  of  tbe 
French  gpnerals  appeared  to  be,  to  burjr  themfelves  in  the, 
thick  forelj  of  .AJgonne.  On  the  third  of  September 
Dumourier  fell  bacK  to  Grand  Pre;  and  general  Galbaud 
not  being  able  to  throw  himfelf  into  Verdun,  had  taken 
poft  on  tne  fide  of  Biefmc  in  a  fhrong  pofition. 

In  this  critical  fituatioh  the  genius  of  the  French  com-, 
mander  rofe  fuperior  to  circumftances ;  and  fo  far  from 
being  difcouraged  by  the  inferior  force  of  his  army,  he 
determined  flill  further  to  weaken  it.  He  faw  the  im-  . 
portance erf  the pafs in  the foreft of  Aigonrie onthe fide pf 
Biefme,  where  genieral  Galbauld  was  ftafioned,  and  oa 
the  4th  difpatchol  general'  Dillon  with  a  ftrong  detadi- 
ment  to  take  pofTeffion  of  it.  General  Galbauld  on  the 
moment  of  general  Dillon's  approach  had  abondoned  the 
pafs  in  utter  defpair,  but  on  his  arrival  immediately  re- 
iufiied  it.  On  this  circumftance  the  whole  fate  tjf  the' 
campaign  aftetwards  depended,  and  the  pafs  of  Biefme 
was  the  Thermopylae  of  France. 

The  fjacc  which,  with  a  force  fb  iiiconfiderable,  was 
occupied  by  the  French  generals  Dumourier  and  Dillon,  ^ 
is  fiippofed  to  have  extended  thirty  miles ;  their  chief 
hope  refbcd  on  the  reinforcements  which  th^  expedtfed  to 
receive,  and  their  objeft  was  to  maintain  their  pofts  till' 
thefe  fuccoun  fhould  arrive.  On  the  14th  of  September, 
the  pafi  at  Grand 'Pr6  was  attacked — A  panic  feized  the 
whole  of 'Dtimourier*8  army,  and  he  was  obliged  to  retreat 
towards  St.  Menehoirid;  the  Aiiflrians  however  in  tHi?  - 
affcion  toft  Prince  Charles  de  Ligne,  who  was  kHled  ^iJitli* 
a  number  oFmen.      On  the  17th  general  Dilfon'^tiras  * 
attacked  in  his  poltat  Biefme,  but  the  enemy  was  repulfed,  ' 
with  litde  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  French.  The  Pruffians '^ 
next  advarfced '  towards  Chalons,  and  encaniped  '*ori  the 
h^^s  of  La  Lune ;  but  Dumourier  in  the  meati  time : 
h^d-  received  « reinforcethent  ffom'Pont  fur  Sambre.- 
•i-^^^i'.--'  Bb  General 
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O^neral  BournonviQe  hadalCbmfed  the  camp  ^t  Maulde 
diajoincafhe  army  with  thirteen  thoufand  men,  arid 
Kdlcrmann  with  the  louthern  armyiikewife  foon  after 
ahivecl. 

■    Oh  the  2oth  of  September  the  French  were  firft  ena- 
bled to  atreft  the  viBonous  prc^efs  of  their  adverCaries. 
0n  tiiat  day,  general  Kellerjnann,  whole  divifion  coa- 
itfted  of  not'more  than  fixteen  thoiiferid  men,  was  attcked 
iJy  a  body  of  troops  gr^tly  luperibrbotH'in  number  and 
ih'difcipline.     The  determined  bravery  of  the  French 
bafflfcd  all  the  fltill  of  their  adverfaries. '  ^  The  Duke  of 
Sjun^ck,  who  commanded  the  Prulfians^  attempted 
repeatedly  to;(unound  Itellermann,  but  Diimotirier  con- 
ftahtly  pfefented  himfelt  and  fru(hated  his  manGBUj^res. 
itenormann  fuftained  the  attack  for  fourteen  liours,' and 
letainecl  his  poft  till  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  tben  took 
ifl^crthef  more  advantageous  polition  to  the  right  of  the 
ehemyt  whoTuflfered  him  quietly  to  make  this  movement^ 
though  it  was  not  completed  till  the  next  flaorning.    All 
paj£es  are  agreed  in  cbnimendii^  the  firmness  and  oider 
which  wd$  difplayed  on  this  occafion  by  KellermaoD's 
line.  .  The  artillery  of  the  enemy  made  not  the  linaDeft 
impreffion  upon  it,  while  the  Gc;rmanfoldifi$  were  only 
Ice^t  W, their  guns  by  the  difdpline  of  the  cane. 

'On  the  fame  day  general  Dillon  was  again  attacbsd  at 
■Biriiric;  but  having  poffcd,  under  the  a)vcr  of  the  wood» 
aidrig  fife  of  mulketeers  to  gall  the^ir  flanks  on  their 
approach^  the  enemy  after  a  {mart  difcharge  of  their 
howitzer^  which  however  did'  not  wound  a  finglc  man, 
prectpkately  retreatali 

'  The  advantage  refifltii^  to  the  French  frotn  the  event 
of  this' day  were  incredible.  •  It  lefTetted  their  apprdien- 
iR?ns  of  the  enemy^  and  gave  them  a  confidence  in.them- 
ielves.  It  proved  to  them  all  the  advantages  of  order 
arid  hiilitary  obedience,  *  and  taight  fherti  to  place  fomc 
le^anct  upon  their  gerierals,  and  to  reiift  thole  di^ceiizl 

''».--*      '  V-      panics 
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panics,  which  their  armies  in  bq^utuiing  the  cam^oiga 
had  been  affefted,  chicfty  by  the  machinations  gl  traitgrs. 

The  Frcn(fii  army  were^  notwithftanding>  ft  iU  in  actu- 
ation of  great  deliouy  and  danger.  1  he  Auftrians  and 
Pruffians  were  ftill  nearly  thrice  their. number ;  Clemjont 
and  Varenncs  were  both  in  the  hands,  of  the  encpy  j  at 
Grand  Pre  the  PruHiajis  had  eftabiiihed  thejr  hoi^i^  and 
their  camp  on  the  heights  of  JLa  Lupe  was  in^>regCQbIe, 
Thus  on  three  fides,  to  the  eaft,  north,  and  wfift^.  the 
French  were  completely  inclojed^  and  to  the  iwtbthe 
roads  were  almoft  impaflable.  The  inclemency  of  $he 
ieafon  and  the  barrennefs  of  the  coiuitry  iaved  die  amiy 
of  the  republic  at  this  period. 

.  The  pafs  wtich  general  Dillon  had  fo  fortufiateljr 
feized,  and  had  occupied  ever  lince,  proved  an  infur- 
mountable  obftacle  to  the  duke  of  J^rui^idi's  penetiat- 
iijg  by  the  n^areft  route  to  Paris :  and  finding  it  impoiOS- 
ble  to  diflbdge  the  French,  he  de'tennined  to  make  the 
circuit  of  the  forcft  by  Varennes  and  Grand,  Pr^,  a 
circuit  pi  about  fifty  miles.  The  length  of  this  march 
and  the  great  inclemency  of  the  feafon  laid  the  fpunda^ 
tioh  of  that  fatal  difeafe,  which  afterwards  proved  more  ^ 
defhxi^ve  than  the  fwords  of  the  French.  To  complete  . 
thfe  misfortune  the  rivers  were  to  fwolle?^  that  their 
ii^plies  were  almoft  entirely  flopped,  and  the  combined 
army  was  aflually  without  bread  for  four  days,  the  want 
of  which  the  fddiers  very  imprudently  endeavoured  to 
lupply  by  the  unripe  grapes  of  Champaigpe. . 

Such'probably  were  the  circumftances  which  induced  ; 
the  Duke  of  Briinfvyick  to  propofe  an  armftice^  and 
defire'a  conference  with  the  French  genewJ  on  the  24th. 
Various  conjedures  have  been  entertained  conoemii^ 
both  the  motives  and  the  olgeft  of  this  convention.  We  - 
fliall  not  wafte  time  in  examining  minutely  the  grounds 
of  thefe  (peculations ;  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  there  is 
no  evidencf  to  induce  us  to  concur  in  the  report,  that  the 
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ituftrds  or  the  miniftets  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  been 
bribed  by  the  French;  but  on  the  contrary,  there  is 
reafon  to  believe  that  nothing  bxit  the  duke's  convifUon 
of  the  impoffibility  of  conquering  France  produced  this 
oonceffion. 

It  is  fbmething  lingular,  that  the  confederate  kings, 
who  profefledly  mrfe  war  upon  the  conflitution  of  1789, 
fhould  now  (after  the  lofs  of  (b  much  blood  and  treafurc, 
after  having  wantonly  difturbed  the  peace  of  France, 
and  done  irreparable  injury  to  their  own  lubjeSs)  defue 
only  as  thtir  ultimate  objeS  the  rc-cjlablijkment  of  thai 
C0n/litution.  It  is  a  faft  fcarcely  to  be  cnidked,  that 
the  feme  duke  of  Brunfwick,  who  in  the  month  of  July 
proftituted  his  name  by  affixing  it  to  the  di^raofiil 
'  manifefto,  in  which  he  profefled  his  intention  of  rateriDg 
to  the  king  of  France  the  fyll  exercife  of  tlie  former 
funftions';  in  which  he  pronounced  an  irrevocable  fen* 
tenoe  of  death  upon  all  the  membere  of  the  national 
aflcmbly,  and  other  public  funftionaries  aAing  under 
the  conftitution ;  that  in  the  month  of  September  he 
(Hould  acknowledge  the  full  authority  of  the  French 
nation  to  give  laws  to  itielf ;  that  he  fliould  entreat  onif 
for  the  perfonal  fate  of  the  king ;  that  he  (hould  with 
bis  own  lips  rcqueft  it  as  a  favour,  that  any  place  what- 
ever might  bt  ajfignei  him  (the  king)  in  the  new  order 
of  things;  and  that  by  his  confident  Manlfcin  be  (hould 
fajrto'Dumourier — "Make  him  your  king  under' the 
ftnftefl  limits.  Do  not  content  yourfelves  with  tyiflg 
hitn  up  like  the  king  of  England — Make  him  a  king  3l 
Mahrattas — Make  him  a  ftadtholder — Make  him  the 
principal  tax-gatherer  of  the  country — Give  him  only 
a  place — that  is  all  we  afk — and  then  wc  fliallhave  a 
pretext  for  retiring.'* 

While  wc  feel  it  our  duty  to  expofe  the  inconfifteticics 
of  dcfpotifm;  while  we  acknowledge  that  no  part  of  the 
conduft  of  Pruffia  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  virtuous 
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motive;  while  it  is  evident  that  the  imprudent  aofl 
criminal  conduft  of  the  combined  courts  proved  ttic 
definition  of  the  unfortunate  Louis,  and  that  they 
would  not  retraft  only  becaufe  they  were  too  late  made 
fcnfibleot  their  folly;  ftill  we  cannot  help  regretting  that 
this  moderate  language,  let  it  proceed  faiom  what  motive 
it  would,  was  not  attended  to  by  the  legflaturp  of 
France.  They  were  bound  by  all  the  mod  facred  duties 
to  give  p«ice  to  their  bleeding  country,  and  the  booa. 
which  was  required  by  the  king  of  Pniflia  was  the  mof^ 
moderate  that  could  be  aflced :  if  ever  (0  ftfongly  bent 
upon  a  rcptJblican  government,  a  fplendid  title  without 
power  or  without  wealth,  confened  upon  their  monarch, 
could  not  have  injured  the  real  interefts  of  the  democracy^ 
Sudi  coiiduft  would  have  been  true  policy ;  by  forming 
an  alliance  with  Prulfla,  France  weuld  have  cut  the  very 
linews  of  the  confederacy  that  had  been  inftituted  again^ 
her.  Ei^nd  would  naturally  have  become  a  partner  in 
the  treaty,  and  the  moft  excellent  confequences  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind  might  have  enfued. 

It  had  indeed  a  (hew  of  aqcient  fpirit  and  freedonn 
when  the  l^flature  decreed,  that  they  coxdd  not  tre^ 
with  an  enemy  who  appeared  in  arms,  till  he  had  evacu-* 
^ed  their  country.  But  this  was  falfe  heroUmj  it  was 
tinfel  and  not  gold;,  and  thefe.abfurd  imitJitions  o( 
Roman  fentiments  and  achievements  we  can  eafily  f orefee. 
mtifl  prove  the  min  of  France,  True  heroifm  is  the 
rcftilt  of  wifdom,  and  confults  the  real  happinefi  qf  thofe. 
lor  whom  it  is  interefted.  To  have  endeavoured  tp  favq 
the  lives  of  men,  and  to  leflen  the  lum  of  huqwfi  calan 
mity,  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  nation  from  war  and 
eonqukl,  to  the  arts  of  peace,  and  the  ufeful  occupations' 
pf  agriculture  and  commerce,  would  have  confcnred/ 
fubftantial  glory  on  the  reprefentatives  of  France. 

The  conferences,  therefore,  between  the  gencrajs,  from 
whiii  fo  much  was  cacpeAed,  cndc4  only  in  the  retreat 
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9f  tho  Pruffians,  who  were  foon  after  followed  by  fiie 

drmiqs  6f  Auftria  and  Hefle  Cafld.      The  firft  po^ 

abandoned  by  the  Pruffians  was  the  pais  of  Cca^  Pre; 

this  was  on  tfie  30th  of  September.  On  the  ift  of  Odo- 

ber,  Clermont  was  alfo  evacuated ;  and  the  Pruffians 

decamped  from  their  ftrong  and  fortified  pofitionon  the 

heights  of  La  Luqe,  where  the  French  found  upwards 

of  300  horfes  halt  eaten,     The  retreat  of  the  enemy  was 

flow,  encumbered  as  they  were  with  fick»  and  wailed 

with  want  "and  fatigue.  Their  route  lay  towaajs  Verdun* 

*— It  h^  becQ  infmuated,  that  more  than  once  ^neral 

pumourier  might  have  interrupted  their  prog^^,  and 

even  poffibly  might  have  made  prifoners  of  both  the  king 

and  the  general ;  and  it  has,  from  this  circumflaace,  been 

furmifed,  that  a  fecret  treaty  exifted  between  thegepeials. 

It  muft  however  be  remembered,  that  the  Frer^  araiy 

was  dill  inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy,  and  the  gpncnl 

was  |)erhaps  imprefied  with  the  confideratioQ  of  how 

much  be  muft  rifk  by  a  defeat  at  this  important  cxiGs$ 

It*does  not  appear  that  the  Prviffians  ^n  their  n^iieat; 
inade  any  confiderable  halt  at  Verdun ;  and  the  ganifon 
y/hich  they  had  fhtioned  there,  funrendeicd  on  cafHtula- 
tion  to  general  Qillon,  on  the  12th  of  OQober*     The 
Pruffian  comipander  at  this  place  had  fbme  very  free 
converfation  with  general  Dillon,  in  which  he  intim^Ocd 
the  ftrong  defire  that  hb  mafter  had  for  peace  and  amity 
with  the  French  nation ;  and  in  a  previous  conyoii^tion 
6etwten  the  duke  of  Brunlwick,  general' Galbaud«  com- 
mander of  tlie  French  artillery,  and  fome  other  offioen^ 
tl^e  fame  fentimenis  were  ftrongly  expreflcd  by  the  duke, 
who  virtually  di(avowed  the  whole  fubilbtnce  ef  hi& 
manifeftoes,  .        ,. 

Nothing  can  more  clearly  evince  the  weaknefs  and 
folly  of  the  court  of  Bedin,  than  this  vapillation  oi  Ceod* 
iticnt.  On  his  fir  ft  determination  to  retreat,,  tlae  king 
of  Poiffia  reproached  in  the  fevcrcft  terms  the  French 

princes 
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*5f)rTpccs,  aiid  the  Aiiflrian  general  CJairfeit— H^  told 
igPiim,  «*tbejr  had  deceived  Him  groflly,  and  that  he 
would  remember  it  to  them  to  tHc  end  of  his  exiftence./ 
On  this  variabienefe  and  uncertainty  of  condudt,  it  is 
impblSble  to  think  with  refpeft.  A  monarch  f^ntai- 
neoufly,  and  without  provocation,  engaging  in  a  war 
avowedly  oh  a  principle  contrary  \to  all  that  has  ever  be^ 
confidei^  as  lacred  by  the  rights  of  nations — ^  ,war  09 
the  independence  of  a  neighbouring  ftate  i  and  brcathinar 
nothing  but  denunciations  of  vengeance  and  (iruelty 
againft  that  nation  :  and  yet  in  fo  (nort  a  time  avowins 
iioitiments  fo  extremely  oppofite— Now  anxio4S  6nly  f or 
war;  next  foliciting  peace ;  and  afterwards  eng^lng  lA 
war  again.  It  is  impoOible  to  annex  fentiments  of  refple^ 
or  approbation  to  iuch  condu£t. 

Another  ferious  caufc  of  blame  which  has  be^n  laid  to 
die  charge  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  the  duke  of  BrunR^ 
wick,  b  the  cruel  .diftin&ion  which  they  made  in  their 
cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prifoncrs  between  their.  nativ<( 
festers  and  the  emigrants.  By  the  exception  oif  thefc 
hrave,  though  perfiaps  miftakcn  men^  (everal  of  then> 
were  adually  gwen  up'  to  the  flaiighter^  and  whatever' 
right  the  French  might  have  to  confider  th«m  as  rebclsj 
ffill  thp  king  of  Pruffia  had  accepted  them  9^/oldiers, 
aiid  they  were  under  his  protefl-ion,  '     ^ 

The  recapture  of  Longwy  followed  that  of  Verdun  on, 
the  2«d  of  pftobcr,  oft  which  day  it  was  taken  |)offeffion»' 
dFbygenetil  Vafencc,  though  in  fad  the  capitulation^ 
Wis  fgticd  on  the  1 8th,  The  Pruflian  army  im^ncdiately 
evacuated  the  territories  of  France;  and  the  country 
W&  fc'cmnly' proclaimed  to  be  no  longer  iri  .danger* 
General  Dumourier  had  for  fome  time  been  ablent  froni 
the  army;  hiii  adive  mind  was  occupied  with  dill  bolder 
projc^  in  the  exccutiori  of  vs'faich  we  ihall  have  fpeedily 
to  follow  him,  -  , 
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The  condud  of  the  Pruffians  and  Auftrians,  dnmg 
their  invafion  of  France,  was  npt  unexccptipnaUc.  Tb|| , 
rigid  difciplinc  of  the  cane  and  the  fcoiirge  fervcd  indeed 
to  reftrain  within  the  boundaries  of  m'liitary  obedience 
the  wretched  and  paflive  inflruments  of  deipotifm,  the 
human  machines ;  but  the  plunder  ♦of  enemies,  even 
though  unarmed  and  defencelels,  is,  it  fcems,  no  infringe- 
ment of  the  articlcb  of  war.  The  contributions  levied  by 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  upon  the  credit  of  notes  payable 
by  the  king  of  France,  when  be  Ihould  be  ne-infhted  in 
his  funftiom,  are  fuffidcndy  notorious,  and  have  been 
charafterized  by  a  diftinguifhed  orator  of  the  Britilh 
lenate  as  a  fpecies  of  fwindling.  The  harih  treatment 
of  M.  George,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  conftituent 
allembly,  and  afterwards  engaged  in  a  refpeflable  civil 
employment,  was  a  pitiful  revenge,  and  the  puerile 
reproaches  made  him  by  the  Duke  of  BninTwick,  were 
dill  more  contemptible. 

But  the  unfortunate  villagers  of  Voges  were  treated 
with  a  feverity  inconfiftent  utterly  with  what  has  been 
termed  civilized  war.  Though  fituated  on  a  moui^tain, 
and  well  calculated  to  form  a  pod  o|  fome  (|rengtb,  ftill 
its  fortifications  were  in  fucii  a  (late  that  it  would  have, 
been  folly  in  the  inhabitants  to  have  attempted  to  refifl 
an  army.  Having  however  been  gready  barrafled  by 
detached  marauding  parties  of  the  enemy,  thfi  villagers 
refolved  to  defend  their  property  againft  fach  parties  in . 
future,  though  not  to  refill  a  regular  fummons.  The 
next  detachment  therefore  which  came  in  this  irr^Iar 
manner,  was  very  bravely  repulfed;  but  immediately 
returning  with  a  ftrong  reinforcer^ent,  the  pc^lants,  aftjr 
a  gallant  effort,  were  compelled  to  fubmit,  A$  tiry^ 
were  not  drejfed  in  the  wniform  of  foliieriy  thefe  brave 
men  were  judged  to  be  exempt  firom  the  laws  of  war, . 
They  were  dragocd  to  the  head-quarters,  tied  to  tl^ 
tails  of  hoifcs  j  and  before  tl^.cy  were  carried  away,  were 
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/wnpelled  to  fct  fire  to  their  dwelling  with  their  own 
bands,  by  which  much  property  and  feveral  lives  werq 
fleftroyed.  A  mother  threw  herielf  at  the  feet  of  tb^ 
barbarous  conquerors,  and  entreated  permiffiqn  to  carry 
with  her  her  two  infants.  Her  entreaties  were  difrcgar^ 
ded,  and  the  unoffending  babes  periftied  in  the, flames. 

Of  all  thefe  tribes  of  plunderers,  however,  none  wecc 
ei^ual  to  the  Heflians  in  dexterity,  adroitnefe,  or,  in  the 
extent  of  their  depredations.  Thele  devoted  (lav^,  who 
arc  adually  fold,  like  the  negroes  on  the  coaft  of  Africa^ 
to  the  ben:  bidder  by  their  rapacious  chie^  ieemed  tq 
carry  with  them  to  the  war  all  the  difpofitions  incident 
to  a  {late  of  ftavery.  Plunder  was  their  fole  objedt,  nor 
could  any  thing  deter  them  on  any  occafionfromth^  - 
purfuit  of  it.  Wherever  they  came,  like  a  fwarm  of 
locufts,  they  left  a  barren  wildernefs  behind  tbem.  Eviciy 
article  that  could  be  removed,  and  that  was  of  the  leaft 
value,  was  carried  away.  Not  only  the  money  and 
plate,  but  even  the  clothes  and  furniture  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  purloined.  They  flapped  without  mercy  tlie 
miferable  emigrants  thenidlelves,  and  plundered  the 
nobility  of  France,  who  ferved  in  the  combined  amxics^^ 
with  as  little  remorfe  as  thofe  whom  they  denominated 
rebels.  Thefe  poor  men  indeed  faw  their  error  tpo  late, 
and  found  themfelves  equally  the  prey  of  thofe  who.  pre- 
tended to  arm  in  their  defence,  and  of  thofe  from  whofc^ 
atrocities  they  fled. 

The  conduft  of  the  French  foldiery  was  in  general 
much  more  refpeftable  in  thb  inftance ;  they  abftained 
religioufly  from  plunder,  and,  as  they  enduried  the  want 
of  every  neceflary  with  fortitude,  were  cautious  of  injuring. 
the  rights  of  others.  Their  political  fanaticifm»  however, 
fbmetimes  betrayed  thein  into  fhocking  exceifes,  the  moft 
flagrant  inflance  of  which  occurred  at  Rhetel  in  the 
b^iimihg  of  Oftober.  Two  battalions  of  volunteers  being 
ftationed  at  that  place,  four  deferters'froro  the  Pruflian 
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army  came  to  offer  their  fcrvkcs,  and  were  received  hf  tti^ 
officers.  In  the  coutfe  of  the  day,  however,  fonic  d^ 
pute  ^i^fe  between  theie  men  and  ibme  of  the  ibkfiers, 
wheh  an  ahrm  was  inftantly  {prtad  among  the  volunteer 
that  rficy  were  *not  Pruffians,  but  emigiants  and  fpcs. 
With  that  teal  precipitation  which  in  fo  many  reccDt 
inftances  has  charaaerifed  the*  French  nation,  the  reft  ol 
the  foldiers  immediately  feized  the(c  unhappy  men,  and 
in  defiance  of  their  officers,  in  defiance  ot  juftice  and 
entreaty,  cut  them  to  pieces. 

Genend  ^Dumourier  on  this  occafion  gave  a  ialutarj' 
example  of  proper  fcverity.  He  degraded  the  two  bat- 
talions, ftripped  them  of  their  mihtary  accoutrements  and 
tiniiorms,  and  obliged  them  to  deliver  up  the  immediate 
delinquents.  The  battalions,  with  a  retumii^  (enie  of 
honour,  acknowledged  the  juftice  of  the  fentcnce;  but 
entreated  that  inftead  of  being  brokfen  they  might  be  fcnt 
upon  fonje  fervice  of  more  than  ordinary  mnger,  to 
tepiatfc  their  crime;  and  of  their  own  accord  delivmd 
up  to  the  fentencc  of  the  law  ten  of  their  body,  who 
Direre  at  once  tht  caufes  and  thd  agents  in  this  hoctid 
ttairfaftion. 

The  fieges  of  t'hiortViHe  aftd  Lifle  afe  ironfpiaibitt 
circumftances  in  the  hiftory  of  this  campaign.  The  fix- 
mer  is  a  fmall  but  (Irong  f ortrefs,  and  was  entrtifled  to  the 
conirtiartd  of  general  Felix  Wimptea,  whofe  reply  to 
the  Tummons  of  the  Auflrian  general  was,  "  YoU  roa^* 
dfeftroy  thefortrcfs,  and  not  leave  one  flone  tipon  anotW, 
bcLt  you  cannot  bum  the  mmpatts."  It  refilled  dtffing 
tfie  whole  campaign,  arid  held  in  ch^dt  a  fiHtcTfrfiich' 
WIS  (aid  to  amount  to  twenty-eight  thbufand  n^ert ;  and* 
which  in  feveral  fuccefttbl  tallies  the  befie^  frequciifly' 
harafled  and  diftrcfled.  The  town  was  relieved  by  tte- 
gfeficral  retreat  bf '  the  cnemV ;  and  tht  vidkbtious  gamfiM^- 
aild'comttiartder'  rc^ceifed  all  the  hbnotirs  arid  applailfc- 
which  a  gatehil  counti'Jr  toald  confer:  • 

The 
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*  The'city~of  Liflc  was  thiealened  early  in  September, 
andoa  the  23d  the  dedors  of  the  depfftoent  of  the 
north,  whotwere  aflemhied  there,  tnmfmitted  a  public 
aft  to  the  IcgMatfve  body,  in  which  they  fwear,    that 
*^  tbipy  would  be  buried  under  the  ruins  of  the  town, 
rather  ihaa  abandon  their  poft."     As  tlie  pofleffion  of 
tto  dty  was  confirmed  by  the  Auftrians  as  ot  the  utmoft 
itnportaoce  to  their  views,  no  expence  was  fpared  to 
tSk£t  its  reduSbbn*     On  the  agth  the  duke  of  Saxe 
Tefchen,  who  was  appointed  by  the  court  of  Vienna  on 
this  tmportaat  cotiimand»  fummoned  the  town  to  fur- 
retiderj  on  pain  of  being  delivered  up  to  thi:  horrorsof 
wav.    The  anfwer  of  the  council  general  of  the'  commons 
iwsat  once  modeft  and  fjririted :  «  Wc  havcjuft  renewed 
our  ootii  to  be  feithful  to  the  nation,  and  to  maintain 
liberty  and  «iuality,  or  to  die  at  our  pofti.     We  will  not 
prijtic  ouriclvesw**     On  that  day  the  Auftrian  batteries 
bq^  to  play  upon  the  town,  and  were  direAed  for 
upwacds  Of  a  week  to  that  quarter  which  was  inhabited 
by  the  lower  dab  d  dtiaens.     The  principal  moth^  for 
thiS'  piooeed'uig  wds  evidently,  that  by  diftteffing  them  in 
particular,  th^  might  be  rendered  mutinous  and  lediti* 
ous,  and  induoed  to  rife  upon  the  magiftrates  and  com- 
mandcrsk  in  oider  to  force  them  into  a  capitulation.   In 
this  the  Aoonny  was  di&ppointed  $  for  on  the  contrary, 
in^ired  with  a  degree  of  heroifm  proportioned  to  their 
danger^  thefe  very  citizens  cauied  the  keys  of  the  city  to 
be  carried  into  the  great  fquare  and  hung  up  on  .the  tree. 
(^hb&rtfi  and  at  the  fame  time  paffad  a  retolution,  that' 
whoever  profumed  to  remove  them  for  the  purpofe  of 
delivering  u{>.the  city,  (hould  be  punifhed  ifith  inftant 
deaths     This  fpirited  iefolutk>n  the  citizens  of  Lifte. 
f U|)parted  with  (what  ihould  always  fupport  true  patriot 
tiim)  order  anddifcipline.  They  formed  themielves  into 
ieveral  compames,  to  each  of  which  were  affigned  its 
proper  fun&ions  and  ftation.    Every,  precaution  was 
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taken  to  prevent  mifchievous  effcdsfiom  the  bombard* 
ment,  and  a  number  of  women  and  chUdren  were  con- 
ftantly  employed  in  knocking  out  the/tf/Js  to  prevent 
the  cxplofion.     The  tity,  however,  was  foon  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  ruins ;  and  the  inhabitant$  were  compeUed  to 
take  up  their  rdidence  in  temporary  huts,  or  in  vaults 
and  cdlan,  which  were  formed  into  a  kind  of  cafematcs, 
by  the  itnmenfity  of  rubbifh  heaped  upon  them.     The 
churches  and  puUic  buildings  were  almoft  oU  deftroyed; 
but  the  valour,  patriotifm,  and  virtue  of  the  inbabftants 
increafed  with  their  diftriefi ;  and  as  kxm  as  a  famiy  was 
driven  from  its  habitation  by  the  devafbuions  of  (h)?' 
artillery,   it  was  hofpitably  incorporated  with  another* 
To  the  6th  of  O6tober*at  noon  the  firii^  was  inceflaiit^ 
ihells,^  red-hot  balls,  and  every  inflrument-of  ddbnAkn^ 
were  (howered  upon  the  devoted  <:ity.     The  PitQoe6 
Chriftina,  fifler  to  the  duke  of  Saxe  Tefcben,  with  her 
whole  court,  attended  to  view  the  brilliant  fpedade, 
and  in  the  hope  of  enjoying  the  triumph  of  conqueft. 
It  is  even  faid,  that  the  priiK^is  herfelf  applied  the  anatch 
to  (bme  of  the  engines  of  deftru&ion.    As  the  gttrifi)n 
was  too  fmal}  to  wafle  its  force  by  iallies,  nothing  of  that 
kind  was  attempted ;  but  its  courage  and  indefatigable 
-afHduity  are  beyond  encomiuniS:  and  marfhal  Rualr, 
the  comrhander,  deferves  to  be  recorded  with  every  mark 
of  refpeft. 

It  is  computed  that  the  Auftrian  batteries  fired  up- 
wards of  thirty  thouiand  red  hot  balls  and  fixthouland 
bombs  upon  the  city,  exdufive  of  the  fine  df  one  of  the 
fineft  battering  trains  that  ever  appeared  in  the  fidd. 
Notwithfknding  this  the  lofs  of  lives  was  not  great ;  fo 
formidable  in  appearance  and  fo  little  deftrudbion  m  reality, 
is  artillery.  The  whole  ^pis  of  both  garrifoin  and  people 
did  not  pxceed  five  hunda?d,  three-^fburths  of  whom  were 
women  and  children.  The  Auftrians  had  flattered  them- 
felves  with  being  able  to  maintain  this  pofl,  Ihould  they 
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have  fucc^eded  in  their  plan  for  its  redudion,  notwith* 
(tandiag  the  retreat  of  the  combined  armies:  but  find- 
ing themfelves  utterly  deceived  in  their  expedations^  on 
the  7Ch  and  8th  of  0£iober  th^  be^ui to  breakup  their 
camp,  and  thh  fiege  was  railed. 

Thearmsof  Franceat  this  period  wasvidorious  in  every 
quarter.  The  king  of  Sardinia  h^dioj^  been  r^rded 
as  hoftile  to  the  revolution.  He  had  b^  among  the 
iirft  to  encour^  and  aflift  the  emigrants ;  he  had  acceded ' 
to  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz ;  he  had  arrefted  the  French 
Ambaflador  on  the  frontiers,  on  pretences  allowed  aftejr- 
wards  to  be  groundlefs ;  he  had  increafed  his  armaniients 
in  Savoy,  and  filled  tht  fortrefs  of  Montmelii^  with  troops^ 
and  after  the  afiair  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  be, had  held  a 
con^rcfs  of  theioreign  nuniflers,  to  deliberate  on  a  plan 
for  mvadii^  France.  That  plan  was,  however,  deferred 
It  was  upon  thefe  reafons  that  the  national  afiemblf ,  oa 
the  i6th  of  September,  declared  war  againfl  the  kii^g  of 
Sardinia ;  and  about  the  20th  general  Montelquieu  entered 
the  territories  of  Savoy.  He  defcribes  his  mvch  as  a 
**  triumph" — He  wasevery  where  received  with  joy,  and 
troops  fbcked  to  his  ftandard  from  every  part.  A  depur 
ration  firom  Chambery  waited  on  him  almpft  as  iqon  as 
he  pafled  the  boundary,  and  on  the  a  1  ft  he  proceeded 
with  a  detachment  to  take  pofleilion  of  that  city.  The 
municipality  waited  for  him  at  the  gate  in  their  drefi  of ' 
ceremony  to  ddiver  vp  the  keys;  and  teflifyed,  in  warm 
terms,  the  efteem  in  which  tlie  people  of  Savoy  hekl  the. 
Frenda  nation.  At  the  Hotpl  de  Ville  he  reoeived  the* 
homage  of  all  the- citizens,  and  invited  them'  all  toaa 
entertainment  he  had  provided  for  tlie  purpofe.  As  a 
mark  of  confid^nc^  he  left  the  Hotel  de  Ville  in  the 
cullody  of  th^r  Qwn  town^^guards^  a  circi^mfbnpe  which 
was  ref^eived  with  every  expreflion  of  iatisfa£iion  by  the. 
ci(^ns ;  after  this  the  whole  country  of  Savoy  (ubmitted 
without  reliilanc^. 

With 
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With  another  body  bl  trbops  genefd  Anrelfn  (Who 
h^  been  bred  an  ccckfiaftfc,  but  quitted,  the  profeffion 
for  that  of  arms)  croflcd  the  Var,  and  oH'thc  agth'of 
Septcmhfer,  Being  fupporlett  by  admit^l  Thagtkt  wirh  nine 
&A  ot  the  line,  took  ppfleffidn  of^  Nice,  whieh  was  e\'a- 
ctiated^by  the  fiedtnontcfe'garrifori  on  the  appearance  of 
tike  Prtnch.  With  the  city  ot  Nice,  the  fortrefe  of 
Montalban,  and  Villaf  Franca,  and  indeed'  the  WboJe 
country  of  Nice,  fiAwmittcri  to  the  conquerors.  GthcrtJ 
Anfelm'  cih  htt  firft  arrival  wai  ejctremeiy  popular  among^ 
the  Kedinfcftttefe,  and  thq^  appeared  dt^xrod  in  every 
refpeft  conilaBy  to  unite  with  the  French  repubJid. 
'  WfetherVom  the-iniprudence  of  the  general,' however, 
or  feMT'waflt  of  difcipline  irithe^  foldiers  it  iS'nct  eafy  to 
dfeterniirie;  bttt  the  grofleft  exceffts  weft  fodi  after  com- 
mitted't  the  Fi-ench  name  was  dtfgraced,  andthenatioa 
nindesried  odious,  in  that  quarter.  The  confequenlce  vM 
that  general  Anlelm  was  dtTmifiedirom  hB-cotnmiind,  arid 
altfcirwante' committed  toprifon. 

An  irrfftanee  of  leverity  in  admiral  Triiguet^  which 
wse-indtedjuftified,  infbme 'degree,  bythclawsofwar, 
JOadfey  a  grofs  pno^bcaition,  contributed  alfo  to  injure 
the  pc^arity  of  the  French  in  the  territory  of  Sardinia. 
On*  th6'^3d  of  O^obfer'  the  admiral  arri\'ed  in  the  har- 
bour of 'OnajgHa;  and  having  prepare  a  proclaitiation 
inviting'-the  inhabitants  *to- a  union  with  the  Frcndi 
xOtton;  he^fentii  by  captain  Duchayla  under' a  flag  <rf 
truce,  to'  be  preferttcd  to  the  hiagiftrates;  The  adimral 
fdlowed'the  boat,  which  proceeded  with'th'e'ffeg'of 
trtice  dldne,  and  ordered  the  other  tdRls  to  ke^pltoidi- 
ouflj^  at  a  diftance  frohi'  the  ihore.  The  pedple,  at  firi^, 
appcWcd  M  reCfeiVe  the*  boat  with  demonftratiohs  of 
fnftid(hip5  but  at  the  ^morncnt  captaSil  Duthayla  \vas 
preparingrta'addfeft  them  iat  a  Imall  diftaAfCei,  they  aflailed 
it t^ith  a  (howerof  mulketry,  by  which  the  aid  de canq) 
of  marflial  Lahouliere,  who  acGompaued  captain  Du- 
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cbayla,  two  midfhipmen,  and  four  feamen  were  kUted» 
and  tbecaptwi  hiinidf,  and  adjutant  ge^ei^  Lacouver^ 
dene,  wounded. 

^  The  magiftnttes  affeded  to  excule  tbemfelves ;  but 
their  apology  not  proving  (atisfa^ory  to.  tb^  adcniral,  be 
j^repaied.  to  take  an  arpple  and  indfi^  &  cruel  rereoge. 
As  toon  as  the  boat  ^^  out  of  danger,  be  ofd^^d  hk 
fquadron  to  drop  their  anchors  apd  cannpmde  the  town. 
At  the  fanie  timp  it  was  attacked  by  bad  by  marflial 
JLahoidiery  an4>  beix)g  taken  by  ftorrn,  yf»  fucr^deced  to 
a  general  plunder,  apd  afterw^ds  ietQQ.fiie  ii\  di&ront 
places. 

To  conclude  pur  narrative  qf  tbe  cp^tfiiGmM  the 
fouthem  armies,  it  will  be  neceflBuy  to  irevert  to  geoenl 
Monterquieu,  aqd  to  relate  bis  tiwfa&ioia&  wiUi.  tbe 
republic  qf  Geneva*.    The  conqueft  of  Sawgrt  by  tfad 
French  fpread  an  inftant  aWm  over  thc^iioigbbouiiiigr 
ilates^  and  th^  ari(bocratk:.&£tion  in  Geoevaiaparticubr  . 
^It  no  inconfiderable  portion  of  uneaisnefs.     From  tlit 
other  Sw}fs  cantons  this  parly  demanded  a..gwtrifoa  of 
one.  thouland.  fix  hundred  men,  while  a  Ficncb  party. in 
the,  city  were  c]anK)urous  for  placing  the  republic  undn 
the,  prqtedtion  of  France.    There  appean  fome.teaibn  tdi 
fufj^  tha.t  the  executive  counpl  of  FianQerWeroiOOii 
indlfpofed  to  take  ppflelfion  of  this  flourilhiog  republic  $ 
ai>d,  with. or  wit.hout  reaion  (for  tbe.a&ir has jiever been 
iati^pi^orily  explained)  {»eiended .  to  be  offended  by<  thf^ 
ad^i^pn  of  the  Swiis,  garriibn.     Monteiquieu, .  by  tfaeic 
qr^ept,  pteipnted  himielf  Ipefoce  the  pty.  The  ariftocncf 
becatpe;im!Ene4iat^^  alanxiedi  they  extended  tbtiiLoliiit 
bi^s^Kh  to  the  French  genei^al,  and  the  dilute  vfu  tpr^ 
qpipated.widx  apparent  equity^  on  the  one>fide,  by  the 
difmii&on,pf  .the;  Swi(s ^urrifon^  and  on  theother,  by  tbo 
mt)i4i^wing  of , the  .French  trocp  J&om  the  vicinity  of 
tne  rq)ubU$^. 

•Tbo 
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'  The  democratic  party  in  Paris  could  not  eafily  fbigiw 
thisconceffioh  in  their  general.  Montciquieu  ^'as  ftjf. 
pefted,  and  even  acculed  of  having  received  a  bribe ; 
and  foon  after  various  charges  (A  peculation  bein^  exhi- 
bited againit  him,  to  (ave  himlelf  from  deftrudtion,  or 
at  leaft  trom  the  humiliation  and  rifle  ot  a  trial,  he  left 
the  army  and  efcaped  into  Switzerland. 

The  conquefts  of  Cuftine  in  the  circle  of  the  Upper 
Rhine  were  not  lefs  brilliant  than  thofe  of  his  colleagues^ 
It  was  with  conliderable  difHculty,  from  the  badneb  of 
the  roads,  and  the  quantity  ot  rain,  that  lie  could  coUeft 
his  amiy  at  Landau  by  the  29th  of  September.     On 
that  morning,  however,  he  proceeded  towards  Spires, 
which  he  reached  on  the  following  day.     He  found  the 
Auftrians  drawn  up  in  order  of   battle  before  Spires, 
having  on  their  right  an  eminence,  which  is  above  the 
gate  that  looks  towards  Worms,  a  ravine  before  them, 
and  their  leftiextended  amoi^  fome  gardens  funrounded 
with  thick  hedges.     In  this  pofition  the  general  did  not 
hefitate  to  attack  them,  and  loon  forced  them  to  retreat 
within  the  walls  of  the  city.     Having  tried  for  a  lh(Xt 
tinie  to  force  the  gates  with  cannon,  and  perceiving  die 
aidour  of  his  troops,  general  Cuftine  propoled  to  cut 
them  down  with  axes,  and  the  propoial  was  eageify 
icceived  by  the  foldiers.     The  gates  were  fpeedily  demo- 
lifhed,  arid  the  French  ruflied  into  the  town  with  their 
ulual  impetuolity;   but  the  enemy,  who  had  taken 
pofleffion  oi  all  the  adjacent  houfes,  commenced  a  heavy 
and  deftrudive  fire  upon  them,  almoft  as  foon  as  they 
entered.  Fortunately  general  Cuftine  had  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  place  at  the  head  of  the  columns  fome  howit- 
zers and  eight  pounders,  which  enabled  him  to  raUy  bis 
troops,  who  were  in  fome  d^ree  difordered  at  firft  by 
the  violence  of  the  difcharge  of  mufquetry  from  the 
houles.     The   Auftrians  had,  however,  apparently  no 
intention  of  maintaining  their  ground;  they  immediately 

retreated 
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fctrcated,  an3  left  Cuftine  matter  of  the  city.  The 
French  on  this  occafion  took  upwards  of  three  thouland 
prifoners,  befides  agre  at  quantity  of  cannott,  howitien^ 
&c. 

The  capture  of  Worms  by  M.  Neuvigner,  with  a 
detachment  from  Cuftine^s  army,  immediately  fucceedcd 
that  of  Spires,  and  the  movements  of  the  French  were  fo 
ra{>id,  that  the  enemy  had  not  found  it  poffibie  to 
nrmove  their  ftores ;  an  immenfe  quantity  therefore  of 
every  kind  was  found  in  this  place\  M.  Cuftine  laid  the 
biHicp,  the  chapter,  and  the  magiftrates,  under  a  heavy 
cohtributiori;  the  lofs  of  the  Auftrians  in  men  wasdfo 
confiderable. 

On  the  i^th  of  Odlober,  in  the  midft  of  heavy  rain, 
general  Cuftine  by  forced  marches  arnved  before  Mentz. 
The  ftate  erf  the  fortrefTes  was  previoufly  well  known  to 
him ;  and  the  garrifon  amounted  to  about  fix  thoufand 
men.  On  the  aoth  he  fummoned  the  governor  to  fur- 
render,  who  aniwcred  that  he  meant  to  defend  the  town^ 
but  requefted  till  the  2i{l  to  confider.  In  the  mean 
time  the  garrifon  never  ceafed  their  fire  j  but  to  end  it, , 
M.  Cuftine  again  wrote  to  the  governor ;  a  capitulation 
was  agreed  upon,  the  chief  artick  of  which  was,  that  the 
gaffifon  fhould  not  ferve  in  the  war  for  the  fpAce  of  one 
year;  and  on  the  21ft  the  garrifon  marched  out  with 
the  honours  of  war. 

'Frankfort  fell  into  the  hands  of  this  vi6torious  com- 
mander  on  the  456  of  Oftober.  In  confcquence  of  the 
protection  and  affiftance  which  this  city  had  granted  to 
the  emi^nts,  M.  Cuftine  thought  proper  to  impofe  on 
the  magiftrates  a  fine  of  one  million  five  hundred  thou-  . 
land  florins;  but  on  their'reprefentation  he  was  afterwards 
induced  to  remit  the  five  hundred  thopland. 

The  fucceffive  capture  of  three  places,  of  fuch  confi* 
deiuble  fhrength  and  importance,  in  fb  (hort  a  fpaoe  of 
time,  is  almoft  without  example  in  the  hiftory  of  military 
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affairs.  The  eiJaiged  and  ardent  ambition  of  the  general 
would  have  penetrated  to  Coblcntz,  that  noted  receptadc 
of  the  enemies  ol  French  Uberty :  in  this  daring  projeft, 
he  complained  that  he  had  been  difappointed  by  the 
tardy  inaftivity  of  Kellarmann,  He  wifhed  that  general 
to  pafs  the  Sarre  and  the  Mofelle,  diretUy  to  Treves  and 
Coblentz,  and  to  leave  a  fmall  party  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  Pruflians  in  tlieir  retreat,  Kellermann  however 
vindicated  himfelf  by  dating,  that  after  Dumourier  left 
him,  he  had  no  more  than  fifteen  thouland  men  under  his 
command,  and  Valence  not  more  than  fourteen  thouland : 
the  Pruflians  amounted  to  upwards  of  fifty-five  tboufand 
men,  and  confequently  he  was  neither  able  to  penetrate 
(iich  a  body,  nor  did  he  think  it  fafe  to  leave  the  French 
territory  again  open  to  their  incurGons. 

The  general,  dilappointed  in  his  favourite  meafure,  fliU 
proceeds  to  extend  his  conquefts  in  the  dominions  of  the 
prince  of  Hefle.  By  the  union  of  the  PrujEans  with  the 
Heflians  and  Auftrians,  however,  a  check  was  put  to  his 
career  before  the  termination  of  the  campaign.  On  the 
2d  of  December  the  Pruflians  appeared  before  Frankfort, 
the  gates  of  which  was  treadicroufly  opened  to  them  by 
fome  of  the  populace.  Mofl  of  the  French  garrifon,  to 
the  amount  of  one  thoufand  three  hundred,  were  naafla- 
cred,  and  feveral  who  had  been  taken  prifoners,  were  lent 
'  the  next  day  to  Mentz  with  their  hands  cut  off;  this  dia- 
bolical aftion  was  committed  by  the  Hefiians  in  the  dif- 
guife  of  peafants.  After  the  furrender  of  the  city,  a  finart 
aAion4ook  place  between  the  two  armies,  in  which  that 
of  the  Pruflians  amounted  to  fifty  thoufand  and  Cuftioc's 
to  only  twenty-three  thoufand.  The  French  however 
maintained  their  ground  from  one  o'clock  till  three,  when 
tliey  retired  to  a  wood,  whence  they  were  able  to  annoy 
their  adverfaries,  and  to  keep  them  in  check. 

Perhaps  the  whole  hiftory  of  mankind  fcarcely  includes 
a  pidture  fo  (biking,  of  the  furprifingefiedtsrefultingfiom 

the 
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the  enthufiafm  of  liberty,  as  the  ftate  of  France  at  this 
moment  prefented.  Actuated  by  this  ipirit,  the  hafty 
levies  of  undifciplined  peaknts  were  at  once  converted  into 
r^lar  armies.  Battalions,  compofed  chiefly  of  beard- 
lets  boys,  chafed  from  tlie  field  the  dilciplined  I^ons  of 
Germany  and  Pruffia ;  and  though  checked  by  no  Hulitaary 
fyftem,  no  code  of  war,  nor^ularappcnnted  authcnity, 
this  principle  alone  was  fofEcient^to  retain  them  in  oixler 
and  fuboidination.  Even  the  female  iex  partook  in  the 
general  patriotifin,  and  many  of  them  proved  equal  in 
courage  and  condu£i  to  the  bravefl  of  ours.  Not  only 
the  fifter  of  general  Anfelm^  and  the  two  mifs  Fernigs, 
who  ferved  as  aid  de  camp  of  general  Dumouriery  but 
many  others  of  the  French  women^  diftinpiilhed  them- 
fdves  by  the  moft  heroic  exertions;  and  even  the  artil^ 
lery  was  frequently  ferved  by  female  patriots,  vrtio  r^^- 
le(s  of  natiiral  or  habitual  weaknefs  and  imbecility,  by 
their  fpirit  and  adivity  compen&ted  for  want  of  that 
force  and  vigour  which  has  hitherto  been  exclufively  at- 
tributed to  men. 
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CHAP.     IX. 


ProceediiTgs  of  the  French  legiflature— Decree  concerning  divor- 
ces cenlured-^Mceting  of  the  national  convention— Its  charac- 
ter— Abolition  of  royalty-— Decree  relative  totbeedabiiflimenc 
of  a  republic  on  the  bans  of  equality-rPrcpofal  of  Manuel  for 
abolifhing  religions  eftablifhments  rcjeftcd  with  conten*pt— 
Abolition  of  the  titles  of  Monfieitr  and  Madame — ^Dilibiunon 
of  the  tribunal^^Incorporation  of  Savoy  with  the  republic  of 
France— 111  treatmentot  the  generals— Convention  divided  into 
fa6tion8 — Accufation  ofRobeipierre  and  Marat — Decreeapinil 
the  emigrants-^Dccrcc  of  fraternity — Viiitoriotis  career  of  Do- 
mouner — A€t  at  Boil u — Battle  of  6fniappfr— Capture  of  Moos 
•^-A^ion  at  Anderlecht — Triumphant  entry  of  .Dumouner. 
into  Bruflels — ^Rcdu6tion  of  Tournay,  Maliens,  Ghent,  Ant- 
werp, Louvain,  andNemur — Invafionof  Liege — Adion  near 
Tiriennont— Conqueil  of  Liege — Subfequent  diftreffei  of  tbe 
French  army.. 

V?  HILE  the  French,  as  patriots  and  foWicrs,  muft 
attnuft  the  admiration  ot  the  hiftorian,  their  inability  and 
weaknefs  as  legiflators  cannot  fail  equally  to  excite  his 
Contempt  and  (urprife.  One  of  the  laft  afts  of  the  kgif- 
lativc  affembly  calls  for  the  reprobation  of  every  man  who 
has  a  regard  to  good  niomls  or  focial  order.  It  wasto 
legalize  adultery,  to  authorize  a  community  of  women, 
by  a  law  which  enabled  the  ordinary  tribunak  to  pro- 
nounce a  (entence  of  clhvorce  between  any  married  coD{de, 
not  only  on  mutual  agreement,  but  on  the  appBcatioD 
of  either  party,  alledging  fimply  a^  a  cauie^  incompatibi- 
lity of  humour  or  charader.  The  female  diildftn  iwrc 
direftcd  by  this  decree,  to  be  entirely  confided totbe 
care  of  the  mother,  as  well  as  the  niiales  to  the  a^of 
ieven  years,  when  the  latter  were  again  to  bctecbiiunttted 
to  the  fuperintendance  of  the  fattbei" :  pravidcdix^ofy,  that 
by  mutual  agreement  any  other  anungement  might  take 

phie 
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place  with  nefpeft  to  the  difpofal  of  the  children  -,  or  aib'r 
trators  might  be  cholen  from  the  neareft  of  kin  to  deter- 
mine on  the  (ubjeft.  The  parents  were  to  contribute 
equally,  however,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  childrcn, 
in  proportion  to  their  property,  whether  under  the  care 
of  the  fiither  or  mother.  Family  arbitrators  were  to  be 
cholen  to  direft  with  refpeft  to  the  pardtipn  of  the  pro- 
perl),  ot  the  alimentary  penfion  to  be  allowed  to  the  party 
divorced,  ^either  of  the  parties  could  contraft  a  new 
marriage  for,  the  (pace  of  one  3'ear. 

The  confudon,  the  litigation,  the  domeftic  contefts 
and  the  fatal  jealoufies  that  fuch  an  arrangement  mult 
produce  in  families,  might  have  been  fufficient  to  deter 
men  of  any  information  or  judgment  from  fo  pernicious 
a  meafure ;  but  thefe  are  fmall  evils  in  companfon  with 
tlie  perverfion  of  the  moral  principfe,  which  muft  necef- 
&rily  eniue,  the  efi^minate,  luxurious  and  profligate 
habits,  that  muft  follow  this  uareftrained  gratification  of 
the  animal  propenfities.  Men  converfant  in  hiftory  might 
have  known  that  the  law  of  polygamy  has  enervated  the 
whole  MuiTuhnan  empire ;  has  rendered  its  fubjedb  inca- 
paMe  of  virtue  or  liberty;  and  that  this  very  law  of 
divorces  was  the  immediate  caufe  which  overthrew  the 
republic  of  Rome. 

We  have  already  intimated  how  inferior  ^his  aflembly 
was  in  character  and  ability  to  that  which  it  fucceeded. 
It$  charafteriftic,  however,  was  rather  weaknefe  than 
diftionefty.  The  majority  was  undoubtedly  compofed  of 
men  who  meant  well  to  their  country ;  but  unfortunately 
by  the  intrigues  of  the  Jacobins,  the  influence  of  the 
Paris  mob,  and  the  aSivity  of  the  republicans  themfelves, 
a  fmall  feftion  of  anarchifts  and  levellers  became  in  the 
e&d  tlie  ruling  party.  Had  the  aflembly  in  time  taken 
the  deciiive  fep  to  decree  the  removal  of  the  king  and 
tbckgjilature  from  the  factious  metropolis,  they  might 
ftiU  have  continxied  their  labours  with  profrt  to  their 
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country,  and  honour  to  themlelves.  After  the  £ital  lOtb 
of  Auguft,  the  Icgiflature  afted  entirely  under  the  con- 
troul  oi  the  populace.  The  gaUeries,  and  not  the  benches, 
decided  ^veiy  queftion,  Vaublanc,  Dumas,  and  all  thofc 
\ybo  united  integrity  with  refpe£bibility  of  charafter  and 
coobefs  of  uiiddrftanding,  were  filenced  or  expelled,  and 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  king  was  followed  by  a  fuipenfion 
of  the  whole  colleSive  wifdom  of  the  nation. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  the  Convention  met ;  but, 
if  there  w^as  reafon  to  complsun  that  the  legiflative  aflembly 
was  inferior  in  refpedabihty  to  their  proleceflbrs,  it  was 
with  grief  and  apprehenfion  that  men  of  fenle  and  reflec- 
tion oblerved  the  national  convention  compofed  of  the 
refiife  of  both,     Petion,  Robefpierre,  and  a  few  of  the 
mofl  violent  and  leaft  refpedable  of  the  conflitucnt 
aflembly,  were  re-cho(en  on  this  occafion ;  and  Danton, 
Chabot,  Merlin,  and  others  equally  without  property, 
nuik,  or  chaiader,  were  feleCled  from  the  prefent  1^- 
latuue*  Foreigners  were  invited  to  beconiereprefentativcs 
of  France,  and  unfortunately  they  were  invited,  not  for 
the  extent  of  their  abilities,  not  for  the  reputation  of 
lAt^ty,  but  becaufe  they  had  been  foremoft  in  the  career 
of  republicanifm,  and  becaufe  they  had'difclaimed  evcfy 
tide  to  moderation  or  judgment  in  their  opinions  on  the 
fcicnce  of  government.     The  celebrated  Thomas  Paioc 
was  invited  from  England  to  reprefent  one  department; 
and  a  Pruflian  of  the  name  of  Cloots,  a  wretched  maniac, 
whom  Ae  humanity  of  this  count^  would  have  chari- 
tably provided  with  medical  aid  in  the  cells  of  Bedilebem, 
was  chofen  to  reprefent  another.     The  department  of 
Paris  was,  however,  firfl  in  infamy  upon  this  as  upon 
every  other  occafion.     There  the  proflituted  duke  of 
Orieans  (now  diflinguiflied  by  the  almofl  ludicrous  title 
of  Egalite)  was  united  with  the  infamous  incendiary  and 
aflaflin  Marat,  with  the  painter  David,  and  with  Legcndre, 
V'lio  is  literally  b)'  profcffion  a  butcher,     Aftors,  newv 
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writers,  and  men  from  almofl;  the  lowed  ranks  and  ftations^ 
wcr^  mingled  with  the  degraded  remnants  ot  the  ci-devant 
noblefle,  and  with  luch  of  the  clergy  as  had  fufficient 
laxity  ot  principle  to  difavow  their  engagements  with  the 
head  of  their  church.  Juftice  obliges  us  to  confefe,  that 
this  heterogeneous  mafs  included  iome  men  reipeftable 
lor  their  talents,  and  Ibme  unimpeached  as  to  their  inte- 
grity. The  brillancy  ot  Condorcet  as  a  writer,  does  not 
however  compenfate  for  his  evident  inexperience  and 
imbecility  as  a  ftateihian;  nor  do  the  metaphyfical  talents 
of  the  abbe  Sieyes  appear  very  happily  adapted  to  the 
practical  purpoies  of  political  life. 

From  a  body  ot  men  thus  coUedted  toother  in  a  ino- 
incat  of  political  ferment,  but  little  of  wifdom,  little  of 
unanimity,  little  ot  moderation,  could  be  expefl^ed.  Their 
fiftt  movements  were  violent,  haft^}  and  without  deKbcr 
ration ;  they  ioon  divided  into  factions,  and  difgraced  the 
very  name  ot  a  lcgi(|ature  by  altercation,  abufe,  and  even 
manual  conteib  At  their  very  meeting  M.  Petion  was 
ele^ed  prefidentj  M.  Condorcet,  vice-prefident ;  aqc) 
M.  M*  Camus,  Vergniaud,  Britlbt,  l^fource,  and 
Rabaud,  fecretaries. 

sin  order  to  preferve  government  and  peace,  the  con- 
vention proceeded  to  declare,  "  that  tbofe  laws  which 
were  not  abrogated,  and  thofe  powers  which  have  not  been 
iufpcnded,  0ioi|ld  be  provifionally  preferved  and  (up- 
ported  i  wd  that  the  taxes  fhoiild  be  colleded  as  for- 
merly." 

Thb  bufinefs  was  fcarcely  terminated,  when  M.  Collot 
d'Herbois,  who  had  formerly  been  an  adtor,  appeared  upon 
the  tribune,  and  reminded  the  a^flfembly,  "  that  there 
was  one  declaration  which  could  not  for  a  moment  be 
Referred— viz.  the  eternal  abolition  of  royalty  in  France." 
It  was  in  vain  that  M.  Bazire  and  other  members  intreated 
the  convention  to  proceed  with  more  dignity  and  delibe- 
mtion  in  fo  important  a  queftion ;  it  was  in  vain  they  urged 
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the  neceiiity  of  giving  it  at  leaf}  the  fuidbn  of  a  diicud 
lion. — The  abolitioQ  o£  royalty  wss  voted  by  acdamation, 
and  the  hopfe  adjourned. 

On  the  folloviflg  day  a  ieries  of  decrees  nvere  paffcd^ 
confinning  this  refolution.  All  puUtc  afts  were  to  be 
dated  "l^he  firft  year  of  the  French  TepubKc/'  The 
ftate  feal  was  to  bear  the  infcription  of  the  French  repub- 
lic. All  citizens  were  declared  eligible  to  ail  vacant 
places ;  arid  even  the  judges  might  beeledted  from  among 
the  ordinary  citizens.  The  diftinftion  e&^lifhed  by  the 
cohftituent  aflembly  between  adive  and  pai&ve  citizens, 
was  abolifhed. 

In  the  coyrie  of  the  fucceeding  fittings,  the  conventioa 
lefolved,  **  that  the  French  republic  no  lor^er  acknow* 
ledges  princefs;  that  therefore  the  rentes  appanageres 
(hcwld  be  alfo  fuj^rcflcd."  The  word  "  repuUic"  was 
aUb  ordered  to  be  fubltituted  in  the  oaths  ani  other 
public  adte,  in  the  place  of  the  word  <<  nation  J^ 

On  the  a  7  th  of  September,  the  peofions  granted  by 
the  oonftituent  a&itibly  to  the  gefted  ckxgy  were 
ordered  to  ceale,  with  an  exception  in  favour  of  thcfe 
above  fifty  years  of  age,  whole  peniions  however  were 
not  to  exceed  one  thoufand  livres  (50I.)  per  annum.  On 
this  occafion,  M.  Manuel  rofe  to  propoie,  that,  as  foyahy 
was  abolifhed,  the  order  of  priefts,  and  all  rdi^oos  efta- 
bli(hments,  fhould  be  abolifhed  along  with  it.  We  muft 
report  it,  to  the  honour  of  the  convention,  that  his 
propofal  was  heard  with  muraiurs,  and  rge&ed  mth 
difdain. 

The  rage  of  republicanifm  was  however  carried  at  this 
period  to  an  unexampled  cxcefs  of  folly.  With  a  pueri- 
lity difgraceful  to  a  nation,  the  innocent  and  ondifcrimi* 
nating  titles  of  Monfieur  and  Madame  wererdinquifhed, 
-and  the  awkward  phrafeology  of  "Citizen"  fubftituted  in 
their  ftead.  The  erodes  of  St.  Louis,  which  had  been 
given  to  the  knights  pf  that  order,  were  ordered  to  be 
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furrendensd  to  the  ftate,  not  as  patriotic  donations;  but 
as  a  icftitution.  The  iudden  diffolufion  of  the  judical 
boards  ivas  a  more  ferious  meafure,  and  jippeared  C6 
dangerous  and  rafli  to  all  pertons  in  the  leaft  acctiftomed 
to  order  and  government,  that  even  Thomas  Paine,  who 
by  his  advertaries  has  been  termed  an  anarchill  in  principle, 
deprecated  the  hafty  adoption  oi  the  decree,  and  intreated 
that  the  tribunals  might  be  gradually  changed,  inftead 
of  releafing  the  nation  at  once,  though  for  a  ihort  period, 
fi"om  the  ialutary  refhaints  of  law. 

The  conqueft  of  Savoy  afforded  a  temptation  which 
the  convention  was  not  pofftfled  of  wifdom  or  fortitude 
torefift.  Contrary  to  all  their  former  profeffions  ofa 
difintereited  zeal  for  the  liberties  of  mankind,  this  inju* 
dicious  and  feeble  aflembly  converted  it  into  an  eighty* 
fourth  department,  and  d)us  by  one  falfe  ftep  loft  the 
Goofidence  of  Europe,  ard  afforded  a  precedent  for 
future  decrees,  which  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  France.  The  decree  which  renounced 
coflquefl,  and  which  limited  the  operations  of  war  to  the 
faaj^  priixdple  of  felf-defence,  was  wortliy  of  an  enlight- 
ened age  and  an  enlightened  people,  and  will  be  ever 
oeooided  to  the  honour  of  that  body  which  enaded  fo  juft 
and  politic  a  law.  To  depart  from  that  principle  degra- 
ded a  free  people  to  the  level  of  defpotic  flates,  and  was 
at  once  the  fulleft  proof  of  the  difhonefly  or  the  weak-  ^ 
nefs  oi  the  national  convention. 

The  incapacity  of  the  convention,  even  to  conduA 
the  common  bufinefe  of  a  nation,  was  alio  foon  evinced 
by  their  ungrateful  and  unworthy  treatment  of  their 
generals  and  commanders.  La  Fayette,  it  might  fairly 
be  (aid,  had  tcxkiteA  their  confidence  by  adopting  and 
avowing  principles  diametrically  oppofite  to  thole  on* 
which  they  tboi^t  proper  to  found  the  new  edifice  of 
government*  But  2^ainft  Luckner  there  was  no  ipecific 
charge.     Yet  Luckner  was  denounced  as  an  enemy  to 

the 
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ilte  countiy ;  the  moft  atrocious  Mehoods  were  aflerted 
concerning  him;  and  finally,  he  was  difiniffed  the  fcr- 
vice.     General  Dillon  had  s^eed  to  an  armiftice  with 
the  prince  of  Hefle,  at  a  crifis  when  fhcfe  incompetent 
l^flators  (the  majority  of  whom  were  totally  ignorant  of 
the  art  of  war,  aild  could  not  be. acquainted  with  the 
particular  fituation  of  M.  DiUon)  chofe  to  believe  that  he 
might  have  made  prifoners  of  the  Heflians;  for  this  he 
was  denounced  and  accufed,  though  he  afterwaids  had 
fpfiBcient  addrefs  to  procure  a  reverial  of  the  deaa. 
General  Monteibuieii  was  one  day  diimifled  firom  his 
command,  and  tne  next  he  was  reinftated  in  it.    In  a 
word,  (uch  was  their  ab&rd  conduft,  that  they  fiarcdy 
left  the  republic  a  general  capable  of  commanding  its 
^urmies,  or  an  officer  whom  they  could  trufl:.  Great  caie 
ouq^t  to  be  obferved  in  inveftinp  an  individual  with  the 
chief  command ;  but  when  it  is  intruded  to  him,  a  oaa- 
fiderable  (hare  of  confidence  fhould  always  aocompaa]^ 
it.     No  man  will  rifle  his  life,  his  h^ine&,  his  itputa* 
tion,  without  the  profpeft  of  a  brilliant  reward  :  aqd'tf, 
after  t^ie  mod  meritorious  fervices,  a  military  chaiafier 
is  to  es^p^ience  nothing  biit  ingratitude  and  detradioOf 
his  views  will  foon  be  turned  in  an  oppofite  diredion  to 
patriotifm ;  they  will  (bon  be  direfted  to  felf-prefervabon 
and  privj^te  emolument,  and  he  will  think  rather  of  feca* 
ring  a  comfortable  retreat  than  of  expofing  himielf  in  a 
cpnteft  where  he  has  every  thir^  to  loole  and  nothing  to 
gain. 

The  convention  was  fcarcely  ailembled,  vidien  its  peace 
was  difturbed  by  the  appearance  of  fadions,  the  moft 
difaftrous  to  the  country.  On  the  26th  of  Sq>tember, 
La(ourq^  denounced  Robefpierre  and  Marat  as  alpiring 
to  the  didatorftiip,  and  they  were  at  the  fame  time 
chaiged,  and  upon  apparently  not  the  word  grounds^ 
with  being  indiredly  at  lead  concerned  in  the  hoirid 
itiaffacres  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  September.     It  (hould 

be 
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be  mentioned,  to  the  honour  of  tKe  convention,  that  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  fafts  relative 
to  the  maflaaes;  but  unfortunately  the  predominant 
influence  ot  the  Parifian  mob  deterred  them  from  profe- 
cuting  the  enquiry  as  Itrift  juftice  demaijided. 

The  minirter  of  juftice,  Danton,  gave  in  his  refigna- 
tion  on  being  eleded  a  member  of  the  convention, 

Roland  requefted  permiflion  to  do  the  fame,  but 
retained  his  office  for  lome  time  longer,  at  the  requeft  of 
the  convention.  The  ftatement  of  the  finances  by  the 
minifter,  Claviere,  was  clear  and  able.  He  recommended 
oeconomy  in  the  different  departments,  and  with  an 
honourable  intention  to  the  morals  gf  the  people,  repro- 
bated lotteries. 

The  war  minifler,  Servan,  foon  after  rcfigned,  an<l 
was  fucceeded  by  Pache. 

It  would  be  an  abufe  of  time,  to  detail  debates  which  - 
were  produ&ive  of  no  permanent  efFeft,  or  to  rafter 
decrees  too  infJgnificant  to  be  remembered.  Thole 
which  were  enaaed  againft  the  emigrants  are  of  more 
importance.  On  the  9th  of  Oftober  it  was  decreed, 
<^That  all  emigrants  taken  in  arms  fhould  be  put  to 
death  twenty-four  hours  after  they  had  been  declaredi 
guilty  by  a  military  committee  j  and  that  all  foreigners^ 
who,  fince  the  14th  of  July,  1789,  had  quitted  the 
fervice  of  France,  and  entered  into  that  of  the  enemy, 
fhould  be  confidered  as  armed  emigrants."  Tht  fcverity 
of  this  decree,  was  however  exceeded  by  that  of  the  12th 
of  November,  which  extended  the  penalties  of  death  to 
what  they  termed  reputed  emigrants,  or  thofe  not  imme- 
diately engaged  in  hoftilitics* 

By  a  further  decree  of  the  27tb,  thof^  unfortunate 
emigrants,  who  had  returned  in  the  hope  of  finding  pardon 
aqd  relief  in  the  bbfbm  of  their  country,  were  ordered  to 
df:part  in  twenty  four  hours,  and  the  penalty  of  death 
was  awarded  againft  fuch  as  fhould  fail  inflantly  to  obey. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  apologies  may  be  urged  from  the  peculiar  and 
critical  .fituation  of  France,  in  favour  of  thcfe  decrees, 
thdy  will  be-  fcarcely  fuch  as  completely  to  latisfy  the 
friends  of  freedom.  The  confcflbrs  of  liberty,  like  the 
martyrs  of  chriftianlty,  (hould  be  rather  prepared  to 
fuffer  than  to  commit  ihjuftice.  They  (hould  never  permit 
z  principle  to  be  violated:  and  as  their  only  dbjcd,  their 
only  plea,  is  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  that  happinefs 
fliould  not  be  invaded  in  a  (ingle  inftance,  it  poffible,  by 
themielves.  The  enemies  of  Gallic  liberty  had  forced 
a  conftruftion  upon  this  conduft  which  we  (hoold  be 
forry  to  admit,  and  have  not  (crupled  to  aflert,  that  the 
property  of  the  emigrants  was  the  bait  that  feduced  the 
convention  to  adopt  too  extenfive  a  difinition  of  the 
offence.  No— Let  us  rather  hope  that  the  decree- was 
the  refult  of  hafty  re(entment  and  temporary  alann. 
That  a  more  enlightened  le^ilature  will,  at  a  time  when 
this  alarm  no  loiter  exifts,  reduce  its  rigour,  and  receive 
with  tenderae(s  tho(e  inoflren(ive  exiles,  who(e  appiehen- 
lions,  or  whofe  principles,  removed  them  from  their 
country,  but  whofe  oflfences  are  merely  of  a  negative 
nature. 

Another  decree  it  is  neceflary  to  notice,  as  it  has 
excited  more  attention  than  almoft  any  other  proceedii^ 
of  the  national  convention,  and  has  perhaps  made  them 
more  enemies  in  foreign  countries,  than  any  meafure 
which  they  could  have  adopted.  We  allude  to  the 
decree  of  Jrattmity  of  the  19th  of  November.  The 
circumftance,  in  which  imprudent  refolution  originated, 
was  an  infurreftion  in  the  bailliwick  of  Darmftadt,  in  the 
territories  of  the  duke  of  Deux  Fonts,  at  that  period  at 
war  with  the  French  nation.  The  people,  headed  by 
the  magi  ft  rates  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the  difhid, 
had  declared  their  wifhes  to  be  united  to  France,  arwi 
(blicited  her  protedion  againft  their  former  mafter.  To 
have  acceded  to  the  requeft,  would  have  been  aOing 

agreeably 
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ngreeably  to  the  law  and  pradice  of  natiocsj  but  with 
Ifaeir  ufual  enthdiaibn,  and  without  deliberation,  the  €Qn- 
venlioni  or  rather  the  galleries^  pafled  by  acclacoatiOQ  a 
decree  in  the  ibUowing  tentis : 

^<  The  national  convention  declaie,  in  the  name  oi*t^t 
French  ndtion^  that  they  will  giiant  fraternity  and  affii- 
tance  to  all  tliofe  people  who  with  to  procure  liberty;  and 
they  charge  the  executive  power  to  fend  orders  to  the 
gmeralsi,  to  give  afliftance  to  fuch  people  as  have  fufieied» 
or  too  now  Uiflering  in  the  caufe  of  liberty/' 

A  hafty  error  is  not  eafily  expbuned,  and  it  was  ftarcety 
poffibleto  no^Qtain  a  (hadow  of  confiflency,  and  yet  to 
esqdain  this  decree  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  give  qSeoce 
to  the  neutral  powers.  Tlie  attempts  to  excufe  it>  have 
been,  if  poffible^  more  awkwaid  and  abfurd  than  the 
decree  itlelf;  they  ferve  only  to  (hew  that  the  convention 
were,  in  reality,  afhamed  of  their  own  ad,  but  bad  not 
Aft  manlineia  to  extricate  themfelves  from  th«  difficulty 
by  direft  repeal.  "  ^ 

That  almoft  every  government  (^d  de^tic  govern* 
ments  more  efpecially)  do  aSually  take  advantage  of  the 
difquietudes  and  in(une£tions  ot  the  people  m  other 
ftates,,in  plain  terms  do  ftatemizt  them»  is.a  troth  that^ 
cannot  be  denied;  but  it  is  only  tho^circuftancas  of  the 
cafe  that  caii  determine  a  free  (fatte  in  tde  ad^tion  of 
fuch  a  mesdure.  A  general  law  upon  the  lubjed  w«H 
the  grofiel^  of  ^iurdities,  and  was  lis^le  to  be,  as  it  in 
bJBi  has  been,  miftonftrued.  It  was  no  le(s  than  adire- 
lefUon  of  their  own  principles^  a  folly  of  the  mdft  eaor- 
ntous  kinds  while  the  French  people  wece  fufferiiigiioin 
tiie  unjuft  principte  of  fore^  nations  pidpming  to 
legu^te  t^^iomjiic  concerns,  tocoontenanoeTthe  inter- 
ference by  ats  own  example!  . 

When  we^  cemfure  thefe  proceedii%|H^are  we  the 
enemies  of  Liberty  or  of  France  ? — No !  the  caufe  of 
Liberty  is  &cred  in  our  eftimation  s  but  we  can  make  a 

difUnftion 
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diftinSlion  between  the  cuujt  itCelf,  and  the  means  which 
have  been  erroneoufly  empioyed  to  promote  it :  the  for- 
mer is  unimpeachable  ^  the  latter  tmve  been  frequently 
deferving  of  cenfure.  We  wifli  fincerely,  as  Britons 
and  as  men,  to  fee  a  fne  government  tftabliihed  in 
FwKe.  We  execrate  Uie  league  which  has  been  formed 
ag^inft  her  independence;  in  an  intereiled  view  we  rqgaid 
that  independence  as  eflential  to  the  balance  oi  £urope, 
aqd  as  the  bed  barrier  to  this  iiland  againft  the  ambition 
of  continental  powers.  But  we  iee  with  rqgret,  in  this 
inftance,  that  it  is  not  the  heroifm  of  a  people  that  will 
&ve  the  country ;  but  that  wiklom  in  the  council  is  even 
laore  wanted  tlian  valour  in  the  field. 

Notwithftandij;^  the  diflblution  of  all  regular  gpvem- 
ment  iince  the  lotli  of  Augiifl^  the  country  of  France 
was  in  general  more  tiAnquil  than  could  be  e3q)e(9:ed  in  a 
ieabn  of  anarchy.  Happily  the  greatefl:  atrocities  were 
Coi^ned  to  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis;  we  caoMt, 
however,  omit  mentioning,  diat  in  fome  inflances  the 
ididiery  condoifted  themfelves  in  a  difoderly  and  ferocious 
manner.  On  the  9th  of  0£lober  the  fuft  divi&xi  of 
the  national  Gendamierie  arrived  at  Cambray;  and  they 
fcaroely  arrived  betore  they  proceeded  to  the  prifbns, 
ttid  fet  at  liberty  all  who  were  confined,  excq)t  Canone 
d'Heicique,  who  was  chained  with  a  robbery ;  the  feoond 
dsvifion,  however,  who  arrived  on  the  lOtb,  beheaded 
him.  The  officers  oi  the  fecond  battalion  of  volunteers, 
who  were  in  garr^n  in  the  citadel^  caufed  the  gates  to 
be  (hut,  to  pmvent  a  communication  with  the  fcJdidrs  d 
the  Genddimerie ;  but  the  fecond  Untenant,  Be&mbie, 
who  was  one  ck  the  mofl  a£tive  in  endeavourii^  to  odd- 
fine  them  to  their  duty,  fell  a  vidim  to  their  fuiy.  He 
wasaccufed  by  his  own  fol(£eisto  the  GendaroKne,  who 
draa^  him  along  the.efplanade^  and  after  ftabbing  him 
in  wieaX  places,  cut  off  his  bcad»  as  well  as  tlut  of 
€Apbtfii  l«e  Gros»  of  the  fixth  iquadron  of  cavalry..  A 

gcncial 
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general  infurrcEtion  immediately  fucteeded,  nor  was  it 
quelled  without  the  moft  ftrenuous  exertions,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  patriotic  mayor  incurred  the^noft 
imminent  danger. 

We  turn  with  fome  fatis&flion  bom  the  debates  <rf 
the  convention,  and  the  ferocity  of  the  populace,  to  the 
brilliant  triumphs  of  Dumourier,  and  the  humiliation^ 
of  thofe  defpotic  poweis  who  were  certainly  in  no  fmall 
degree  authors  of  the  calamities  of  France.  Our  )ptea^ 
fure  wodd  have  been  more  complete,  had  thefe  dfi>rts 
fucceededin  fecuring  the  real  liberties  of  the  nation,  ahd  . 
the  blefiings  of  a  juft  and  equal  government.  But  t^t 
,  the  ability  of  the  geneml  and  th^  courage  of  the  pe^le 
achieved,  the  foUy  and  wickedne&  of  the  conyentibii 
unfortunately  rendered  nugatory  and  abortive. 

On  the  lath  of  Ofltober,  general  Dumourier  ttpBktcd 
to  Paris  to  concert  meafures  for  the  winter  campaign,  and 
after  a  ftay  of  only  four  days,  he  returned  to  the  arttiy 
to  make  the  necef&ry  arrangements,  and  to  prepare  for 
entering  the  Atifbian  Netherlands.  From  the  period 
when  the  fiege  of  Lifle  was  raifed,  the  Auflrians  had 
continued  to  retire  before  the  viftorious  French.  Within 
their  own  tenritories,  however,  they  determined  to  ttioke 
a  ferious  fbind,  and  there  they  b^n  to  cdleft  l^eir 
Scattered  forces.  The  firft  reiiftance  which  Dumourier 
experienced,  was  at  the  village  of  Boflii,  which  is  fituUed 
about  a  league  fn3m  the  fince  celebrated  po(t  of  Jen^af^. 
At  this  place  the  general  reprefents  the  enctoy  to  hive 
taken  an  extellent  pofition ;  but  they  .were  tuiiable  to 
withfland  th«  excellence  of  the  French  artillery,  and  the 
ardour  of  the  French  dragoons,  The  Auftnaas  Were 
in  number  from  eight  to  ten  th6ulaiid;  and  they  had 
one  bundled  and  fifty  killed,  and  two  hundred  taken 
prifoneis — The  Ftendi  lofl  only  twenty.  TMsadion 
took  place  on  the  4th  of  Nbvember,  and  the  Auftrians 
weit  fo  Mle  in  caq)eAation  oi  a&  atl»ck,  ^  that  lime, 

that 
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tb^t  tht  Qfficen^  liad  j^h  prepared  a  very  fpieodid  ban- 
quet^ which  the  Fjfendi  arrived  juft  in  time  tp  take 
poflefliooof. 

From  Boflli  Dumourier  proceeded,  early  tl)q  next 
morning,  towards  Mons,  aod  ibon  catpe  ij^  fight  ol  the 
epemjv  ftfpngly  pofted  on  the  height^  of  jeinappe. 
The  rijght  was  covered  t^  tlie  village  pi  that  i^iame^  and 
by  tb?  liver,  and  their  left  by  thick  woods.  Three 
rows  of  fortifications  were  obierved  one  above  anptl^ 
like  the.  feats  of  an  amphitheatre,  upoa^which.  were 
jfnounfqd  nearly  one  hundred  pieces  of  qannon.*  Had 
thp  geneial  therefore  trufled  to  his  artillery  in  this  engage- 
ment, the  advantage  of  the  ground  was  io  infinitely  in 
&your  of  the  enemy>  that  he  mud  probably*  have  beca 
defeated.  Here  the  enthufiafin  of  the  French  chara&er 
proved  an  excellent  auxiliary  to  the  fkill  of  the  generaL 
Theanny,  which  was  principally  compofed  pf  young 
men,  had  been  long  ambitious  of  a  clol^  epgagement. 
The  general  feaetly  favoured  the  defign,  but  he  rcftiain- 
ed  their  ardour  only  in  the  hope  of  increafing  it* 

The  French  pafTed  the  night  within  fight  of  thdr 
adverlaries.  At  (even  in  the  morning  of  the  6th  a  heavy 
cannonade  commenced  on  both  fides,  and  continued  till 
ttn  without  much  efFedl  on  the  part  of  the  French,  wliich 
confirmed  the  general  in  his  fentiments  with  refpeift  to  the 
ippcje  of  attack  which  i^  would  be  proper  to  purfue,  Af 
be  we;0t  aloi^  the  bottom  of  the  Ime,  the  tropps  teffified 
the  utmofi:  impatience  to  charge  the  enen;iy  with  tbor 
fakayoniets, ,  The  general  however  contented  himfelf  with 
ordering,  colonel  Thuvenot>,  adjutant  geneial,  tp  attack 
the  village  of  Carignon  (which  was  necefiary,  to  enable 
hiiB  to  a%il  Jeniappe  on  that  fide)  and  at  thp  f^e  tizne 
a|>proaf:h  the  battjeries,  to  produce  greater  effet^.    *   . 

., /it  noon  the  French. gendcal  determined  6n  a  ^ofc at- 
tack.' .The  number  of  t^e  French  who  formed  for  thb 
piirpble  amounted  to  thirty  tJ^^ufand^  ^4  the  Aufbians 

arc 
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wri  computed  at  the  lowcft  to  have  been  upwaixls  of 

twenty  four  thouland,  three  thouiand  of  which  were 

CfKvalry.     The  right  wing  of  the  French,  confiftii^  of 

the  van  gUard,  was  commanded  by  generals  BoumcHiville 

and  Dauipierfer  and  the  centre  by  generate   Egalit^^ 

Stetenboffe,  Defporets,  and  Drouet.  The  infentr^  formed 

almoft  iftftantaneoufly,  and  the  general  prefenting  him- 

felf  in  the  front  of  the  line,  the  mufic,  by  a  fignal  pre- 

Vioufly  apjpointed,  beji;an  to  play  the  celebrated  Madeit- 

lois  fong.     'The  foldiers,  thus  encouraged,  rufhed  impe- 

^uoufly  on  with  (houts  of  "  Vive  la  nation  !"  and  joined 

in  the  chorus  of  theif  favourite  tune.     The  firft  hne  of 

the  redoubts  was  inftanthjr  carried.     The  cavalry  of  th6 

enemy  however  advanced  at  this  crifis,  with  a  view  of 

flanking  the  French,  the  general  difpatcbed  young  Eg^itfi 

to  repeithis  attack,  and  (xipported  him  moft opportunely 

by  a  detachment  of  chafleurs  and  huffars.     At  the  (am^ 

moment  fome  diforder  appeared  in  Boumonville's  cavalry, 

general  Dumourier  rallied  them   himfelf,    and  in  the 

mean  time  .the  left  wing,  which  confided  chiefly  of  the 

Belgian  volunteers,  had  obtained  polTeffion  of  Oemappe; 

and  the  centre  canried  the  fecond  line  of  the  redoubts. 

After  a  (hort  tefiftance  on  the  heights,  the  enemy,  at 
about  two  o*clock,  retreated  with  the  utmofl  fx^ecipita- 
tion  and  diforder  to  Mons.  The  French  in  this  engage^ 
mcnt  experienced  the  moft  obftinate  refiftance  from  the 
Hungarians,  through  whofe  ranks  they  could  only  force 
their  way  by  cutting  down  their  opponents.  The  I06 
of  both  parlies  in  thisaftion  has  been  diflferentlycftimatedi 
It  muft  have  been  great,  for  there  has  feldom  been  a 
field  more  obftinately  contefted  ;  that  of  the  Auflriam 
mufl  have  exceeded  the  Ids  of  the  French,  fincc  an 
enemy  who  flies  in  an  eariy  part  of  the  day  always  fufiers 
confiderably ;  but  Dumourier  probably  over-crated  their 
lois  sn  killed  and  wound^  when  he  dated  it  at  four  thou- 
fnnd,  as  he  eftimates  his  owh  at  only  nine  hundred  -,  and 
the  lofe  mud:  have  been  more  equal. 

Dd  Tbj 


402  HISTORY  OF  THE, 

The  bufincis  ot  this  day  fcrved  to  in!pire  the  Auftrians 
with  the  faniie  rcfi)cftable  opinion  ot  French  valour, 
l\hich  was  entertained  previoufly  and  acknowledged  by 
the  dukC'  of  Brunfwick.  iSom^  fignal  afts  of  courage 
were  performed.  The  young  general  Egalite  acquired 
much  reputation ;  and  fuch  was  the  enthuGafm  ot  all 
ranks,  that  Baptifte,  Dumourier's  valet-de-chambre,  ral- 
lied and  brought  up  to  the  chaise  a  regiment  of  dragoons, 
and  two  battalions  of  national  guards,  who  had  been 
repulfed. 

The  viftory  of  Gemappe  was  decifive  as  to  the  fate  of 
the  Netherlands.     The  geneial  inftantly  fummoned  the 
city  of  Mons,  which  on  the  fucceeding  morning  lurren- 
dered,  and  was  taken  pcfteffion  of  by  general  Bournon- 
ville.     From  Mons  Dumourier  procmled  to  Bruflek, 
wJiich  he  entered  on  the  14th, of  November.     On  the 
he;igbtsof  Anderlecht,  adjoining  to  the  city,  the  rear  of 
the  enemy,  amounting  to  about  ten  thouland   men> 
commanded  by  the  prince  of  W'irtembcrg,  affeded  to 
make  a  {land,  but  it  was  probably  only  intended  to  favour 
the  retreat  of  the  governors  and  civil  authorities  firom 
Bruflels,     After  a  conteft  of  fix  hours,  in  tlie  courfc  of 
which,  the  French  general  aflerts,  an  immenle  number 
of  the  enemy  were  killed,  the  Auftrians  followed  their 
.mnin  army,  and  the  general  entered  Bruflels  in  triumph. 
The  moderation  and  wildom  of  Dumourier  was  equal  in 
every  relped  to  his  military  excellence.  He  informed  tbc 
citizens,  that  it  was  his  intention  carefully  to  abftain  fhim 
interfering  in  the  internal  government  of  the  country. 
A  provifional  legillative  aflembiy  was  ch9fcn»  amoog 
whom  were  the  due  d' Uriel,  baron  Walkiers,  and  other 
ijiftu^lhed  patriots.     It  would  have  been  happy    tor 
Frsmce^as  well  as  the.  Netherlands,  if  th;t.  iam^  fyfieai  of 
.mo^^ration  had  continued  to  prevail/ 

It  i$  s^  fiogular  fa£l  that  general  Duiiiai^ier  had  piro* 
nuied  the   French  *  minift^  that  W  Vwuld  kpep   hi 
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Chriftmas  at  Bniffels.  This  aflertion  whieh  \;^as  really 
founded  on  an  adual  knowledge  of  t^e  date  of  the 
enemy,  but  was  at  the  moment  reganded  astbe  extiava- 
^nt  boaft  of  a  vain  *  glorioUs  tnan,  wal  niore  than 
realized,  for  he  anticipated  the  perfomiaiice  erf  hb 
engagement  by  five  weeks. 

While  thefeafl&iis  were  tranfafting,  Tournay,  Malines, 
and  Antwerp,  opened  their  gates  to  general  Labburdon- 
naye.  Louvain  and  Namur,  after  a  faint  refiftancc  by 
the  Auftrian  general  Beaulieu,  were  taken  by  general 
Valence ;  Oftend  was  entered  by  the  French  fleet  on  the 
15th  of  November  j  the  citadels  of  Antwerp  and  Namuf 
refitted  for  a  fliort  time,  but  the  former  capitulated  on 
the  28th  of  November  to  General  Miranda,  and  the  lat^ 
ter  0x1  the  2d  of  December  to  general  Valence ;  in  a 
word,  the  whole  of  the^  Auftrian  Nfetherlands,  Ltixem- 
burg  only  excepted,  were  ftibjeded  to  the  viftorious  arms 
*  of  France  before  the  conclufion  of  the  year. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  general  Dumourier 
received  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  prince  de  Saxe  Tefcheh, 
conveying  a  propofal  on  the  part  of  general  Clairfait  for  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms  during  the  remainder  of  the  winter 
leaton.  To  have  acceded  to  this  propolal,  and  to  have  , 
difbanded  a  part  of  his  army,  and  put  the  reft  into  winter 
quarters,  would  have  been  wife  conduft  in  the  French, 
and  was  that  which  there  is  reafon  to  think  the  inclina^ 
tions  of  the  general  would  havt  led  him  to  purfue.  He 
however  returned  a  verbal  anfiver,  "  that  he  could  only 
fend  general  Clairfeit's  letter  to  the  executive  council  of 
the  republic,  and  in  the  mean  tin^e  fliould  continue  £he 
Operations  of  the  campaign/'        '^y         • 

As  it  is  probable  that  thedetermirfation  of  the  execu- 
tive council  was  in  favour  of  a  winter  campaign,  thca6kive 
genii)3  of  Dumourier  loft  no  *  time  in  following  U^  his 
fuccefies>  and  purftied  the  flying  enetay  into  thfc  tferritory 
of  Liege.     On  the  2  iflr  of  NFoviihiber he  proe*ded  with 
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an  advanced  guard  of  five  thoufand  men  to  Tlrlcmont 
where  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  army  was  encamped 
behind  the  city,  with  an  advanced  guard  of  three  or 
four  thoufand  men,  on  the  heights  of  Cumptich.  He 
attacked  with  his  irrefiftible  artillery  this  advanced  guard, 
which  was  reinforced  by  five  thouland  men,  but  under- 
took nothing.  At  break  of  day  on  the  22d,  the  whole 
of  the  Auflrians  decamped  from  Tirlemont,  after  having 
^loft  in  this  aftioa  jiot  lets  than  four  hundred  of  their  belt 
'  troops.  General  Dumour  er  halted  only  one  day  to 
Tirlemont,  and  on  the  27th  overtook  again,  almoft  at  the 
gates  ot  Li^,  the  rear  guard  of  the  imperialifts,  amount- 
ing to  twelve  tliouland  men,  and  commanded  by  general 
Staray.  The  French  drove  them  fucceffively  from  fix 
villages,  and  at  laft  from  an  entrenchment.  The  conflict 
lafted  ten  hours,  in  which  the  Auftrians  loll  their  general 
Staray,  an  immenfe  train  of  artillerj%  and  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred men  killed  and  wounded,  befides  innumerable  pri- 
foners  and  delerters.  On  the  following  day  the  FxerlcK 
general  entered  Liege. 

.  Such  was  the  triumphant  career  of  this  extraoniinary 
man — a  career  which,  as  is  afTerted  by  the  general,  was 
only  aneftfd  by  the  treachery  of  the  Jacobin  party  m 
Paris.  His  firft  viftories,  he  obferves,  were  fcarccly 
announced,  before  he  was  publicly  flandered  and  abulcd 
in  the  convention,  by  the  unprincipled  faftion  ot  Marat 
and  Robefpierre,  Under  the  influence  of  this  party,  he 
f  uppofes  the  war  minifler  Paclie  to  have  aQed ;  arxl  every 
criminal  m.eans,  he  afTerts,  was  put  in  pmfticc  to  diftitfe 
and  harafs  the  gallant  foldiers  of  Liberty.  '  While 
immenfe  fums  were  voted  by  the  convention,  the  army 
was  deflitute  of  every  neceliary  of  life.  Unprovided  of 
n?attiefles  or  coverlets,  or  even  of  ftmw  to-rcpofeon, 
tliele  brave  men,  in  a  rainy  and  inclement  winter,  were 
compelled  to  fleep  upon  the  wet  ground ;  and  fome  d 
them,,  to  fivoid  the  evils  which  mull  be  confcquent  (torn 
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fucli  a  fituation,  aftually  lafhed  themfelveJ  to  the  trunks 
pf  trees,  and  flept  in  a  (landing  pofition.  The  (oldiers 
were  almoft  literally  naked,  without  coats,  without  (hoes; 
and  their  arras  were  deftroyed  for  want  of  cloaks  to  cover 
them  from  the  wet.  The  confequence  was,  that  num- 
bers of  them  perifhed,  and  ftill  greater  numbers  deferted 
4ind  returned  home.  The  general's  own  words  are 
ftrohg — **  To  retard  and  crufli  my  fucceflTes,"  (ays  he, 
**  the  minifter  Pache,  fupportcd  by  the  criminal  faftion, 
to  whom  all  our  evils  are  to  be  afcribedy  (ufiered  the  vic- 
torious army  to  want  every  thing,  jjnd  fucceeded  in  di{- 
banding  it  by  famine  and  nakednefs.  The  confequence 
was,  that  more  than  fifteen  thouland  men  were*  in  the 
hofpitals,  more  than  twenty-five  thoufand  deferted 
thlrough  mifery  and  difguft,  and  upwards  of  ten  thoufand 
horfes  died  of  hunger  !*' 

If  this  ftatement  be  juft,  it  will  be  eafy  to  account  for 
the  fubfequent  misfortunes  and  overthrow  of  the  French 
army  in  Flanders.  The  other  party,  however,  have  not 
failed  to  recriminate  on  the  general,  and  have  aflerted 
that  he  was  bribed  to  betray  the  cau(e  of  the  republic—^ 
That  he  entered  into  fecret  and,  aiminal  treaties  with 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  in  an  eariy  ftage  ot  the  conteft,*  and 
(olely  with  a  view  to  his  own  advantage.  .He  made  a 
wanton  (acrifice  of  his  own  foldiers  at  Gemapne,  by  his 
injudicious  difpofition  of  the  army  on  the  attack,  and 
afterwards  took  every  means  to  enrich  himfelf,  and  injure 
the  public  (iaufe.  Of  thefe  mutual  accufations  it  is 
impoflTible  to  form  at  prefent  a  correft  judgment;  We 
Can^nly  (late,  from  the  teftiraony  of  eye  witnedes,  that 
the  army  was  moft  (hamefully  ncgl'^^fted  during  the 
winter  campaign ;  and  was  certainly,  as  Dumourier  aflert^, 
itt  want  of  every  ncceflary. 
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Proceedings  of  the  convention  preliminary  to  the  trial  of  the 
king — State  oi  parties — Trial  and  condemnation  of  Louis  X  VI( 
•^His  execution — ^Resignation  of  members  and  minifters — War 

.  with  England  and  Holland-^Nevir  conftitution — War  with  Spain 
— Surrender  of  Breda  and  Gertruydenburgh — Rcverfc  of  for- 
tune to  thcf  rciich — Defeat  of  Miranda — of  Valence — ^Mifear* 
riage  at  Cagliari— Defeat  of  Dumourier — His  defc^ion — Con- 
grds  at  Antwerp-«Infurr6^ion  in  La  Vendee — Defedion  of 
CoHica — Banifhment  of  the  Bourbons — Abafement  of  Egalite 
^^Imprifonndcat  of  jMLarat-^  latclligencc  from  Dampierre. 

VV  HILE  fuch  was  their  criminal  inattention  to  the 
larmies  of  the  republic,  the  infatuated  convention  was 
omufing  itfelf  with  a  petty  and  ignoble  triumph  over 
their  fallen  fovereig^ ;  and  indead  of  uniting  with  nnpnc^ 
and  patriotiihi  agsiinfl  that  combination  of  delpots  which 
threatened  the  extinction  of  their  liberties,  they  were  only 
aAive  todifpute,  and  perfeverin^  to  oppre(s. 

To  underftand  rightly  the  origin  of  the  violent  proceed- 
dings  2^nft  the  depofed  monarch,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
revert  to  the  ftate  of  parties  in  France  at  a  period  anterior 
to  that,  of  which  we  are  now  treating.  It  will  be 
remembered,  that  we  intimated  that  almoft  from  the 
firll  aifembling  of  the  national  convention,  that  body  was 
divided  \>y  fedtion,  and  two  virulent  parties  contended 
eameilly  for  the  fovereign  authority.  The  party  which 
firft  alTumed  the  reins  ot  government  after  the  dc^fition 
of  the  king,  afiefted  a  tone  of  moderation ;  ^nd  either 
from  principle,  policy,  compaft  or  engagement,  intended. 
we  arc  difpofed  to  believe,  to  {ave  the  life  of  the  unfortu- 
nate monarch,  Tlie  multitude,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
always  fimguinary ;  and  whoever  contemplates  the  conduft 
of  the  French  populace,  as  difplayed  in  fo  many  fatal 
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Inftaaces  ia  the  couric  of  this  hiftory,  will  be  difpofed  to 
acknowledge,  that  either  from  a  hafty  or  violent  fpirit, 
or  from  the  influence  of  thofe  habits  wjiich  were  acquired 
under  the  oid  government,  they  have  afted  on  moft 
occafions  with  more  than  ulual  cruelty.  Many  ciicum- 
ftances  contributed  to  exafpemte  this  infatuated  people 
againft  the  unhappy  king.  ^Though  other  nations  may 
doubt  of  his  guilt  in  promoting  the  defign  of  tliecounter- 
revolutionifts,  no  doubt  of  it  was  entertained  in  France. 
The  intemperate  revenge  of  thofe  who  had  loft  near  con- 
nexions or  friends  on  the  fatal  10th  of  Auguft  was  not 
yet  fatisfied,  and  a  confiderable  (hare  of  the  guilt  of  that 
day  was  unjuftly  thrown  upon  a  (ingle  illuftrious  viftim* 
Thefepaffionswereinduftrioufly  cherifhed  by  the  movers 
of  faftion  and  fedition ;  they  had  acquired  a  decided  ma* 
jority  in  the  Jacobin  clubs  who  govefned  the  natibn,  and 
every  thing  confpired  for  the  promotion  of  tlieir  views. 
The  Gironde,  or  moderate  party,  themfelves  were  reduced 
to  a  iingular  dilemma.  If  the  king  was  innocent,  then 
they,  who  were  the  chief  authors  and  aftors  in  the  dread- 
ful aiSfair  of  the  lOth  of  Auguft,  muft  have  be^nguih^ 
of  thje  worft  of  treafons;  if  he  was  not  innocent, .  why 
ft>ould  he  not  receive  the  reward  of  his  delinqueiKy  ? 

The  rage  of  faftion  had  arifen  to  an  aUrming  excels  in  . 
the  convention  it  !elf.  The  mountain  party,  oranarchifts 
as  they  were  called,  were  charged,  as  we  have  afreaicfy 
feen,  with  the  horrid  mafTacre  of  the  2d  of  Se^nnteef, 
and  the  Gironde  had  repeatedly  demanded  a  feverecia- 
mination  into  the  origin  of  theic  atrocious  tranfaftiom. 
The  intention  of  the  Gironde  in  favour  of  the  kiogwerc 
not  unknown  to  their  opponents,  who  were  alfo  ]^erfcft 
mafters  ot  the  public  fentiments  upon  that  lubjeft ;  and 
therefore  the  only  means  that  appeared  of  cffedihg  the 
deftruftion  of  their  rivals  was  to  clamour  inceiEintiy  for 
this  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  king,  as  it  wasevidoit 
tint  in  either  event  they  muft  be  finally  trmmphani;  if 
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the  kingibould be  acqiiitted,  the chaxgcf  of  inconfiftency 
muft  inevitably  fix  upcfh ;  thofe  who  operated  the  change 
in  the  govcmmeht;  if  he  (hould  be  condemned,  the 
Views  iand  engagements  of  the  Gironde  party  muft  be 
fruftrated,  .  -  ^ 

Such  were,  in  all  probability,  the  motives  and  intention 
of  Rbbefpicrre,  Marat,  Danton,  and  other  leaders  of  the 
mountain  party,  in  urging  the  fate  of  the  devoted  Loais. 
It  was  impoffibfe  longer  to  refi(l  the  torrent  of  popubr 
viokncej-and  in  the  beginning  of  Odober  the  clamours 
of  Marat,  Merlin  and  other  incendiaries,  plunged  the 
convention  into  a  feries  of  decrees,  the  rcliilt  of  which 
could  only  be  fatal  to  the  king.  An  ejrtraordinary  com- 
miflion  was  appointed  of  twenty-four  membas,  who 
were  authorized  to  examine  and  arrange  the  body  of  cvr- 
dence  againft  him.  Louis  was  leparated  from  his  family 
and  the  whole  of  the  unhappy  prifoners  in  the  Temple 
were  guarded  with  redoubled  vigilance.     On  the  6th  of 

*  November  Valaze,  pnc  of  the  commiffion  of  twenty- 
four,  made  a  report  of  accufation  againft  the  king,  the 
principal' articles  of  which  were  drawn  from  an  exeitife 
of  that  power  with  which  die  neprefenlative  body  had 
legally  intrufted  him.  Afts  committed  anterior  to  his 
acceptance  of  the  conftitution  were  addiiced  as  evidence 
to  prove  his  intentions  of  violating  it,  and  the  precautions 
which  he  took  on  the  night  preceding  the  bloody  lOth 

•  of  Ai{guft,  dictated  moft  probably  by  motives  of  perfonal . 
lafety  only,  were  conftrued  mto  premeditated  plots  to 
deftroy  the  citizens  of  Paris. 

Some  fafts,  indttA  retted  upon  rather  better  grounds 
of  evidence.  Papers  were  produced  in  proof  of  the  king 
having  remitted  fums  of  money  to  certain  emigiunts;  but 
they  appeared  rather  the  difcl arcs  of  cbmpaflion  towaids 
the  dilireflcd,  tlian  of  treachery  towards  his  country*  It 
apjieared  alfo  from  the  fame  papers  which  had  been  found 
in  the  -rliuiUcrreii,  ttetitlonov  had  been  aftually  diflri- 
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buted^  to  certain  iournalifts  and  writers  iq. favour  qf. 
moqarchy:;  but  thele  are  the  cpmmop  andiurely  in  mpflL 
cafes  the  venial  praftices  of  courts,;  and  in  the  inftanc^ 
before  us  oi^ht  be  coriiidered  as  tiiemere  didatcs  of  Icli- 
-defence. 

The  queftion,  however^  wltich  embanafled  ^^mofl  his 
;u:cu(ers  wa^^  whether  the  king  was  i>ot  inyefted  by\  the 
conftitution  ^vith  perfeA  and  JegJ  inviolability ;  an^ 
whetlier,  Gopfiftent  withjuftice,  he  whom, the  law.  had 
foleninly  pronounced  to  be  above  the  reach  df  any  i^l 
procefs  could  be  brought  to  trial.  This  objediqp'  was 
ftrangely  add  moft  iniquitoufly  over-ruled  by  tlKtConven- 
tion,  who  in  this  in  Ranee  eftabliQied  thp  precedei^t,  always 
ib  fatal  to  liberty,  of  an  ex  fojijatlo  law,  and  evinced  to 
the  eyes  of  Europe  their  inattention  jto  thofe  "  rights  ot 
man"  which  the  nation  had  folemnly  prodainitd. . 

Oi^  the  1  Ath  of  December  the  ill  fated  monarch  was 
ordered  to  the  bar  of  the  convention ;  the  aft  of  accula- 
tion  was  read,  and  the  king  was  fummoned>  by  the 
preiident  Barrere>  to  anfwer  to  each  ieparate  cbaige.    So 

important  a  record  it  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the 
.fidelity  of  hiftory  to  abridge,  and  we  have  therefore  deter- 
mined to  prefent  to  our  readers  the  examination  at  large. 
After  a  (hort  addrefs  from  the  prefident,  the  prifoner  was 
permitted  to  feat  himfelf  at  the  bar,  and  the  examination 
proceeded: 

Prbs.  "  Louis,  the  French  nation  accufes you  ot 
having  committed  a  multitude  of  crimes  to  eflabliih  your 
tyranny,  in  defboying  her  freeciom.  You,  on  the.^aoth 
of  June  1789^  attempted  the  fovereignty  of  thp  people, 
by  lufpending  the  alTemblies  of   their  reprefentatives, 

'  and  expelling  them  with  violence  from  the  place  of  their 
fittings.  This  is  proved  in  the  proccs  verbal  entered  at 
the  tennis' CQUit  ot  Ver&illes  by  the  members  of  the  con- 

,  ftituent  afl^ijibly-  On  the  2  3d  of  June  you  wanted  to 
0iitate  lawsto^be  nation — you iurrounded  their reprefen- 

tatives 
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tadjives  wicfa  troops — you  prefcnced  to  thein  twa  royal 
declarations  lubverfive  of  all  liberty,  and  ordered  them 
to  iepaitate^  Your  own  declarations,  and  the  minutes  of 
the  aflembly  prove  thefe  attempts-^  What  have  you  to 
anfwer?" 

Louis.  5<  No  laws  were  then  exifting  to  prevent  mc 
from  it.** 

'  Pke&;  "  You  ordered  an  army  to  march  agiinft  the 
citizens  of  Paris.  Your  (atellites  have  (hed  the  blood  rf 
Icveral  of  them,  and  yt)u  would  not  remove  this  army  till 
the  taicing  of  the  Bafiille,  and  a  general  indirredion  an- 
nounced'  to  you  that  the  people  were  viftorious.  The 
ipeechis  yon  3nade  on  the  9th,  1  ith  and  14th  of  July,  to 
thecooftituent  ailembly,  (hews  what  were  jour  intentions, 
and  the  mafi^cre  of  the  Thuilleries  rife  in  evidence  againft 
you— What  have  you  to  anfwer?" 

Louis.  **  I  -was  matter  at  that  time  to  order  the 
troc^s  to  march  ;  but  I  never  bad  an  intention  of  (bed- 
ding tdoojd-" 

P^^s.  "  After  thefe  events,  and  in  (pite  of  the  pro- 
mifesydumade  on  the  15th,  in  the  conftituent  afiembly, 
and  on  the  17th  in  the  town  houfe  of  Paris,  you  haxt 
periifted  in  your  prqjefts  againft  national  libcrtv;  you 
long  etuded  the  decree  of  the  i  ith  of  AugUft,  relpcfting 
the  abolition  of  perfonal  fervitudc,  the  feudal  government 
find  tythes.  You  long  refiifed  acknowledging  the  rights 
of  mdn ;  you  doubled  the  number  of  the  life-guards,  and 
called  the  r^ment  of  Flanders  to  Verlailles :  you  per- 
fliitted,  the  orgies  held  before  your  eyes,  and  the  national 
cockade  to  be  traftipled  under  foot,  the  white  cockade  to 
be  hoifted,  and  the  nation  to  be  flandered.  At  laft  you 
rendered  ncceflary  a  frefti  infurreftion,  eccafioned  the 
death  of  feveral  citizens,  and  did  not  change  your  lan- 
guage till  after  your  guards  had  been  defeated,  when  you 
renewed  your  perfidious  promifes.  Tlic  proofs  of  thefe  * 
fe(5ls  ate  m  your  oblervatbns  of  the  18th  of  September, 

in 
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in. the  decrees  of  the '  ^  itb  oi  Auguft,  19  the  nqimttt  ct 
the  cpnftituent  aflfemWy,  in  the  events  of  Verfaillei^tbc  • 
5^h  ^  6th  ofyO^ipl^^  md  io  die  cpnVtrgitioayoubaid 
oil  t^e-fame  day  with  a  dop.utation  ot  the  coftituenC 
aflembly,  wlien  you  told  them,  You  would  enlighten  your- 
felf  with  their  councils,  aad  npyer  recede  from  them.— - 
What  have  you  to  anfwer?*' 

Lpyis.  ^^  i  h;ivje  vnwk  the  obfervatfons  vdiich  I 
thought  juft  p^  \]xt  twQ  firft  he^s.     As  to  theicockade 

15  felfp;  it  did  not  b^^ppen  in  my  prefence." 

Prjes.  **  Yfiu  took  an  oath  at  the  feder^ticgi  of  the 
14th  of  July,  wliicb  ypu  did  pot  keep,  You  foon  tried 
to  corrtipt  the  public  opinion,  with  the  aflJflgnQe  pf  Talon^ 
who  ^^d  ip  Paps,  an(I  Mir^beau  \ybo  was  to  h^v^  eoodted 
jcoynter-revplutjon^y  iBOvempote  in  the  province3.~- 
Wl)4t  have  ypu  to  anfwer  ?" 

l^oyi^,  '«  I  dp  aot  knpw  what  happened  at  that 
tiiiipj  biit  the  »bple  ]^  .anterior  to  roy  acceptance  6i  jtWe 
conftititfion." 

tRhs.  H  yipu  lavilhed  millipn$  of  money  to  .pflfeSk 
this  jcorruptipi:!,  ftixd  yoy  would  eyen  ufe  pppyjanty  9s  ji 
lOf^s  of  ?nfl*Kiqg  the  people.  Tbefe  fafts  are  tfee  i^fuljt 
pj  ^  pienjopal  pf  Tabn,  on  which  yo^  h^ve  i?^e  joujr 
n^rgio^  coniq[>ents  in  ypur  own  haad  writings  ^nd  pf  ^ 
leVter  which .  L^^porte  wrote  to  you  on  die  igtjj  pf.4|wil» 
in  iWbich  i^capul^ting  acpnveiiation  be  had  with  RiyGtrol, 
h?  tpld  ypy,  that  the  million^,  which  you  had  beien 
prevailed  upon  to  tjiifow  away,  h4d  been  produC^y^  pf 
ncllyog*. .  Fpr  ^  Jpn^  tirne  ypu  bad  meditated  on  ^  pba  of. . 
eic^f.  .  A. memorial  wfs  delivered  tp  you  pn  tbeil^atb 
of  February,  which  pointed  out  the  means  fqr,  yotite: 
effeft  it  I  .yop,  approved  pf,  it  by  nw^nal  not€§fcr-tWbaj! 
havfj  ypu  to  anfwer  ?"  :;•!.•. 

Louis*    ♦*  I  j^t  no  greater  pjeafyre  tbaa  rtlial  of 
relieving  the  ncedy-rThispj5^yes  no  def^/' 
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Prfs.  «  On  the  aStb  a  great  number  of  nobles  and 
military  came  into  your  apartments  in  the  caftle  of  the 
Tlnjillerics,  to  favour  that  efcape :  yoii  ^^anted  to  ijuit 
i^arison  the  loth  of  Auguft  to  go  to  St.  Cloud. — What 
have  you  to  arifwer  ?" 

Louis;  ^*  Thisaccufationisabfurd." 

Pres.  **^  But  the  rcfiftance  of  the  citizens  made  you 
fenfible  that  their  diftruftwas  great;  you  endeavoured  to 
difcard  it  by  communicating  to  the  conftituent  aflcmbly 
a  letter  wliicK  you  addrefled  to  the  agents  of  the  nation 
near  foreign  powers,  to  announce  to  them,  that  you  had 
freely  accepted  the  conftitutional  articles,  which  had  been 
prefented  to  you ;  and,  notwithffauiding,  on  the  aift  you 
took  flight  with  a  falfe  pafiport.  You  left  behind  a  pro- 
teft  againft  the  f^lf-fame  conftitutional  articles;  you 
ordered  the  minifter  to  fign  none  of  the  adts  jfTued  by  the 
national  affeinbly  ;  and  you  forbade  the  minifter  of  juf- 
lice  to  deliver  up  the  feals  of  the  flate.  The  public 
inoney  waslaviflied  to  enfure  the  fuccefs  of  this  treachery, 
and  the  public  force  was  to  proteft  it,  under  the  otdetscrf 
Boiiil)^  who  ftiortly  before  had  been  chaiged  with  the 
iftaflacre  of  Nancy,  and  to  whom  you  wrote  on  this  head, 
*  To  take  care  or  his  popularity,  becaufe  it  would  tc  of 
iefvice  to  you.'  Tbe(e  fafts  are  proved  by  the  memorial 
of  the  23d  of  February,  with  marginal  comments  b 
'your  <^wn  hand-writing;  by  your  declaration  of  tbesoth 
of  June  wholly  in  your  own  hand-writing ;  by  your  letter 
'  of  the  4th  of  September  1790  to  Boullle;  and  fay  a  note 
of  the  letter,  in  which  he  gives  you  an  accouni  of  the 
ufe  lie  Imade  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  tbouland 
livew,  given  by  you,  and  employed  partly  in  ttapamuog 
the  troops  who  were  to  efcort  you. — What  have  you  to 
atofwlar?**  .. 

Lou  IS.  "  I  have  no  knowled^  ^^Aatever  of  .the  me- 
morial of  the  B3d  of  February.  As  to  what  lelates  to 
-my  jdumey  to  Varennes,  I  appeal  to  my.  dedaraytioa  to 

,tbc 
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the^  commiflarir^  of  the  codbitwnt  fiftmbly  k  that 
period,*'  "  ' 

Pres,  ••  After  your  detention  at  Vciennes,  theexer-^ 
cite  oi  the  executive  power  was^  for  a  moment,  fufpended 
in  your  hands,  and  you  again  formed  a  confpiracy..  Oil 
the  17th  of  July  the  blood  of  citizens  was  (hod  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars.  A  ktter  in  your  own  hand-writing, 
written  in  179O,  to  La  Fayette,  to  which  Minabteau 
acceeded.  The  revifion  be^  under  thefe  cruel  auffMoes; 
all  kinds  ot  corruption  was  made  ufe  oi  Yoa  have  paid 
for  libels,  pamphlets,  and  newfpapers,  defigned  to  cor* 
rapt  the  public  opinion,  to  difcredit  the  aflignats,  aod  to 
fupport  the  caufe  of  the  ^emigrants.  The  regift^s  of 
Septeuil  (hew  what  immenfe  (urns  have  been  made  ufe  6t 
in  thefe  liberticide  manoeuvres.— What  have  you  to 
anfwer?*' 

Louis.  "  What  happened  on  the  17th  of  Jidy  has 
nothing  at  all  t5  do  with  me«     I  do  not  know  any  thing  - 
of  it." 

Pres.  <*  You  feemed  to  accept  the  conditukion  on 
the  14th  of  September ;  your  Ipeech  announced  an  inten- 
tion of  fiipporting  it,  and  you  were  bufy  in  overturning 
it,  even  before  it  was  completed.  A  convention  wa$  en- 
tered into  at  Pilnitzon  the  24th  of  July,  between  Leo* 
poW  of  Aufljia,  and  Frederic- William  of  Brandenburgh, 
who  pledged  themfelves  to  re-ert(5t  in  France  the  tluone  <^ 
abfolute  monarchy,  and  you  were  filent  upon  this  con- 
vention till  the  moment  it  was  known  by  all  Europe.**^ 
What  have  you  to  artfwer?"  .  "  ^ 

Louis.  *<  I  noade  it  known  as  f bon  as  it  caoae  to  my 
knowl^e ;  befides,  eveiy  thing  tiiat  refers  to  this  fuhjoft 
concerns  the  minifter/*  . ,     , 

Pr£s.  '<  Aries  had  hoifted  the  (landard  of  rd>eUioQ; 
you  floured  it  by  fending  three  civic  oommiffiaije%,who 
made  it  their  bufinefs,  not  to  r^ds  the  counter^em^ 
lutionifls,  but  to  juftify  their  pi?Qceeding^r-*-Wb^t  have 
you  to  anlwer  ?** 

Louis. 
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Lotffs.  **  The  inftrtiftiotis  which  virere  giveti  to  the 
commiffiaries  muft  prove  what  was  their*  miffion;  and 
I  knew  none  of  themf,  wh^tithe  minillerpropofed  them 
io  ttie* 

Pr£S«  **  Avignon,  and  the  county  df  Venatffin,  had 
b(«n  united  with  France ;  you  caulcd  the  decide  to  be 
cflDscnted ;  but  a  month  after  that  time  civil  war  defohted 
that  onintry.  The  comtnifliaries  Jrou  fent  thither  helped 
to  ravage  it — What  haveytJftx  td  anfwer? 

Louis.  <*  I  do  not  nemember  what  dehqr  has  been 
eanfed  iii  the  execution  of  the  decree;  befides,  thb 
oecwiencfc  has  no  pfcriomJ  rtfercnce  to  me-^it  only 
concertetbofe  that  hav^  been  fent>  and  not  tho(e  who 
fent  tJieiii.'* 

Pres,  "  Nimes,  Montauban,  Mende,  Jalcs,  felt 
great  fljocks  during  the  firft  days  of  freedom.  You  did 
nothing  to  ftifle  thofe  germens  of  counte^-reVohition,  till 
the  moment  when  Saillant's  confpiracy  beCushe  manifeiUy 
notorious — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?*' 

Louis.  «*  I  gave,  in  thisrefpeft,  ill  the  ordcftvAidi 
wote  propofed  to  me  by  th6  minifters;" 

Prii«.  **  You  lent  twenty-two  batialtonB  i^aiftft  the 
Maifeiltois,  who  marched  ttt  reduce  the  ciounter*ttV6lu- 
Ifonito  rf  Arics.-^What  have  yciu  td  airfwci'?^* 

Louxs.  «  I  ought  to  have  the  pieces  refefiirtg  fo  tWs 
tnattcr,  togivea  juft  anfwei;'* 

pREs.  *•  Yougavtf  the  fouthern  command  to"  Witigen- 
ftcin,  whd  wrote  to  you  on  the  *  rft  of  April  1 79ft,  after 
he  had  been  recalled :  '  A  few  inftafits  morei  and  I  fhaD 
«df  atdund  the  throne  of  'y6ur'  majefly,  thoilftods  of 
FwiGh  who  ire  again  bfccottie  worthy  of  tHe  ^ilhesyou 
have  formed  for  their  happinefe.'-^Whslt  hart^  you  to 
anlwer?*' 

Louis.  *'  This  letter  is  dated  fince  his  «ecaU;  he 
ias  not  been  employed  fince.  I  do  not  recoUeft  Ais 
letter."  *      : 

PRE! 
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t*RE$,  **  You  paid  your  late  life  guards  at  Coblentzj 
the  regifters  of  Septeuil  atteft  this ;  and  gencnU  orden* 
figned  by  you  prove,  that  you  fent  confiderable  remittan- 
ces to  Bouille,  Rochefort,  Vauguyon,  Choileul-^BeaU- 
pre,  Hamilton,  and  the  wile  of  Poligtiac— What  have 
you  to  anfwcr  ?*' 

Louis.  "  When  I  firft  learned  that  roy  life-guards 
allembled  beyond  the  Rhine,  I  flopped  their  "pay ;  as  to 
the  reft,  I  do  not  remember." 

Pats.  "  Your  brothers,  enemies  to  the  ftate,  caufed 
the  emigrants  to  rally  under  their  banners :  they  raifed 
regiments,  took  up  loans,  and  concluded  alliances  ki  yotir 
name:  you  did  not  difclaim  tliem,  but  at  the  momerit 
when  you  were  fully  certain  that  you  could  no  longer 
cro&  their  projects,  your  intelligence  with  them  by  a  nofe 
written  by  Louis  Staniflaus  Xavier,  {^ned  by  your  two 
brothers^  was  conceived  in  thefe  words : 

*  I  wrote  you,  but  it  was  by  poft,  and  I  could  fiiy  no- 
thing. We  are  two  here^  who  make  but  one ;  one  in 
fentiment,  one  in  principle,  one  in  zeal  of  fervingyoii. 
We  keep  filence :  becaule  were  we  to  break  it  too  loon, 
it  would  injure  you:  but  we  (hall  fpeak  as  (bon  as  vire 
Ihall  be  certam  of  general  fupport,  and  that  moment  is 
near.  If  we  are  fpoken  to  on  the  part  of  thofe  people. 
We  (hall  hear  nothing ;  but  it  on  your  part  we  will  liften ; 
we  (hall  purfue  our  road  flraight ;  it  is  therefore  defired 
that  you  will  enable  us  to  fay  fomething ;  do  not  ftand 
on  ceremonies.  Be  cafy  about  your  fafety ;  we  only  exlft 
to  ferve  you ;  we  are  eagerly  occupied  with  this  point,  and 
all  goes  on  weO ;  even  our  enemies  feel  themf^ves  too 
much  interefted  in  our  prefervation,  to  commit  an  ufe- 
leis  crime  which  would  terminate  in  their  deftni&ion. 
Adieu.* 


•  L.  S.  Xavier  and  Chariis  Philippe.' 
«  What  have  you  to  anfwer?** 


Lovit; 
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Louis.  **  I  difowned  all  the  proccedit^  of  my 
brothers,  according  to  the  conftitution  prcJcribcd  mc  to 
do,  and  from  the  moment  they  came  to  my  knowledge* 
Of  this  note  I  know  nothing.'^ 
'  Pr Es.  "  The  (oldiers  of  the  line,  who  were  to  be 
put  on  the  war  eftabliftiment,  confifted  but  ot  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  at  the  end  of  December,  you  there- 
fore neglefted  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  from 
abroad.  Narbonnc  required  a  levy  of  fifty  thoufand 
men,  but  he  flopped  the  recriting  at  twenty  thoufand, 
in  giving  aflTurances  that  all  was  ready;  yet  there  was 
no  truth  in  thefe  aflurances.  Servan  propofed  after  him 
to  forin  a  camp  of  twenty  thoufand,  men  near  Paris; 
it  was  decreed  by  the  legiflative  aflembly ;  you  reliifed 
your  fandtion. — What  have  you  to  anfwer?'* 

Louis.  "I  had  given  to  the  minifters  all  the  orden 
for  expediting  the  augmentation  of  the  army ;  in  the 
montn  of  December  laft,  the  returns  were  laid  before 
the  affembly.  If  they  deceived  themfelves,  it  is  not 
my  fault." 

pREs.  *«  A  flight  of  patriotifm  made  the  citizens 
r^ir  to  Paris  from  all  quarters.  You  ilTued  a  proclama- 
tion, tending  to  (lop  their  march ;  at  the  fame  time  our 
camps  were  without  foldiers.  Pumourier,  the  fiicceflbr 
of  Servan,  dedaied,  that  the  nation  had  neither  arms, 
ammunition,  nor  provifions,  and  that  the  pofb  were 
left  defencclefs;  You  waited  to  be  uiged  to  a  itquefl 
made  to  the  minifler  Lajard,  when  the  legiflative  aflem- 
bly wilhed  to  point  out  the  means  of  providing  for  the 
external  fafety  of  the  flate,  by  propofing  the  levy  of 
forty-two  battalions.  You  gave  commifEon  to  the 
commanders  of  the  troops  to  difband  the  army,  to  force 
whole  regiments  to  delert,  and  to  make  them  pafs  the 
Rhine  to  put  them  at  the  difpofal  of  your  brothers,  and 
of  L^^pold  of  Auftria,  with  whom  you  had  intelligence. 
This  fed  is  proved  by  the  letter  of  Toulougeon,  gover- 
nor of  Tranche  Compte ! — What  have  you  to  anfwcr  ?'* 

Louis. 
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Louis* .  "  Ijknow  nothii^  ot  the  circumibmce ; 
tbac i3 DO^n woi^iof  truth>in (his charge." 

Pres.    "  You  charged  your  jdcplomatical  ^ents  to- 
favour  thUcc^tiuon  of  foreign  powers  and  your  brothers, 
agaiott  <Fraf)Cfi;.;3od.  elpecii^ly  to  oement  the  peace 
between.  TurJ^ay.  and  Auftria,  and  to  procure  thereby  a 
Jaigj^X  nwnbe;rf  oii  troops  agavnft  Fiance  iiom  the  latter.  • 
A  letter. of  Choiifsul-Qou(&er«  ainbaflador  at  Conftaa- 
tinople,  verifies^h^  fad. — What  have  you  to  anfwer?'* 
Loui^.    ''  Mv  Choiieul  did  jK>t  fpeak  thetrulh: 
no  fuch  thiQg  h^  ever  been." 

Pres.  <<  l^he  PruiTians advanced  againft  our firontkis :  ^ 
your  minifter  was  futnoioned  on  the  9th  of  July  to  give  1 
an  account  of  our  political  relations  with  Pruffia;  youjr 
anTwered)  on  the  lOtb,   that  fifty  thouiaiid   Pruflians 
were  marching)  and  that  you  gave  orders  to  thele|i]|la^ 
tive  t>ody  of  the  formal  ads  of  the  pending  hoAihti^^ 
in  coxilbraiity  to  the  conftitution.— -What  have  yo»  to 
anfwer?** 

It^puis.  <<  It  was  only  at  that  period  I  had  know- 
ledgg  of  k:  all  the  correfpondence  paiiod  widi  the 
miniftea/' 

PftEis.  •VYou  entruftcd  Di*bancourt,  the  nephew 
of  Ca{pni)0»  with  the  department  of  war;  and  Hich  Bas; 
be^o  the  fuccels  of  your  confpiracy,  that  the  poitsoi^ 
LoQgwy.  aod  Verdun  were  furrendered  to  the  enemf  at 
the  qiOmeDt  qf  their  appearance-— -What  have  yop  to 
anln^r?'* 

Louis.    **  I  did  not  know  that  Dubancourt  w^s ^ 
M...CakHine'$  nephe^v;  I  have  not  divefted  the.p9fb. 
I  would  not  have  permitted  myfdt  fuch  a  things  i  know 
notbu^ot  it)  if  it  has  been  fo/"    .  • 

Ph£$«    •'  Youb8^vede(braycdourdnavyT--a.vaftn^l»- 
ber  oi  officeis  bekxngMig  to  that  corpa  ^ad  emi^uted, 
there. icsrcdy  remained  any  to  do. iluty  in  the  harbQi^$i 
mesin  while  Betraad  waa  graiuing  ^Miflpoits  ever)  dajF ; 
Ec  '  and 
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and  when  the  legiflativc  body  reprdented  to  yob  his 
criminal  conduft  on  the  8th  of.  March,  youanfwred, 
that  you  were  fatisfied  with  his  (ervices^-^What  have  you 
to^trfWer?'*^  .  i 

Louis.  **  I  hav«^' done  alM  Cbuld  to  retain  the 
ofEcersi'  As  to  M.  Bertrand,  (ince  the  legiiktlve  afiem- 
biy  piiefetitaS  nv)  complaint  ftgainfthim,  that  might  have 
put  him  in  a  ftate  rf  acculation,  I  did  net  think  jpK^r 
to  turhbim  out  of  dSice-'* 
•  pRKS'.  **  You  have  favoured  the  maintenance  of 
abfolute  government  in  the  colonies  ;  your  agents 
foniented  troubles  and  counter- revolutions  throiighout 
them,  which  took  place  at  the  fame  epoch  vhen  it  was 
to  have  been  brou^t  about  in  France,  which  indicates 
plainly  that  your  hand  laid  this  plot, — VVlrat  haive  you 
to  anfwer?" 

Louis.  "If  there  are  any  of  my  agcats  in  the 
tdbnics,  they  have  not  fpoken  the  tmih ;  I  bad  nothing 
to  do  with  .what  you  have  juft  mentioned." 

Prtfis,  *^The  interior  of  the  (late  was  convd&d 
by  fanaticks;  you  avowed  yourfelf  their  fM-otedor,  by 
manifefting  your  evident  intention  of  leooverii^  by 
them  your  ancient  power. — What  have  you  to  anftvcr?" 

Leu  IS.  "  I  cannot  anfwer  to  thb;  I  knownotbtr^ 
of  luch  aprojeft.'*  ... 

Pres.  "  The  legiflative  body  had  pai&dadecvee 
on  the' 29th  of  Jamiary,  againft  the  £i^Homvpnc(bs; 
you  fiMpended  its  execution. — What  have  you  to  an* 
ftver?*' 

LoOis:  '«' The  conftitation  refarvcd  to  metfac  free 
right  to  refufe  rtiy  ianftion  of  the  decrees." 

Pres.  "  The  troubles  had  iocreafed ;  the  miDifter 
declared  that  he  knew  no  means,  in  tile  knvs  ^xtaDh  ^0 
arraign  the  guilty.  Tbe  fc^flative  U)dy  enaftcd  a  frelh 
deae^y  which  you  likewife  iUfpended. — What  have  j^u 
to  fey  to- tills?"  ' 

[Louis. 
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[Louis  replied  in  the  lanie  manner  as  in  the  preced- 
ing charge.]  -      .  , 

Prks.  **  Tlie  uncitizcn-like  conduft  of  the  guards 
whom  the  conftltutian  had  granted  you,  had  rendered  iC 
ncceUary  to  diiband  them.  The  day  after,  you  fenft 
ihem  a  Icttrr  expreffivc  of  your  iatis&ftion,  and.conti* 
nued  their  pay.  This  faft  js  proved  by  the  treafurer  oi 
the  civil  lift. — What  have  you  to  anlwer?'* 

Louis.  "I  onlv  continued  them 'in  pa^  tiH  frefli 
ones  could  be  raifed,  accordii^  to  the  tenor  of  the  d6* 
cree. 

Pres.  <*  You  kept  neat  your  pcrfon  the  Swifs 
guaids :  the  conftitution  forbade  you  this,  and  the  legp^ 
native  aftmbly  had  e^rcBly  ordained  their  departure;— 
What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

\  ^  Lou  IS.     <^  I  have  executed  all  the  decrees  that  have 
been  pi»AoA  in  this  relpeft." 

.I^w.;.  "  Y9U  had  private  companies  at  Paris,  charge 
ed  to^tid^^erate  movements  ufeful  to  your  proje&s  of  a 
cbiMer-ievt>lution.  Dangremont  and  Gilics  were  two 
of  iyour  i^nts,  who  had  falieries  from  tl;e  civil  lift.  The 
re^^ts  of  .Gilles,  who  was  ordered  to  raife  a  con^panf 
of  fixty  men,  fliall  be  prefented  to  you. — What  have 
you  to  anfwer  ?** 

Louis.  "  I  have  no  knowlecjgp  whatever  of  the 
projefits  laid  to  their  chaige;  the  idea  of  a  counter-^ 
psvohitjiaa  never  entered  into  my  njind/* 

Pres.  «  You  wiQied  to  {ubom,  with  confideraWe 
films,  feveral  members  of  the  conftituent  aflcmblies. 
Letters  from  St.  Leon  and  others  evince  the  reality  of 
thefe  deeds. — What  have  you  to  anfwer?" 

Louis.  **  Several  perfons  prefented  themfelvcs  witk 
Smilat  decrees,  but  I  have  waved  them." 

PkEs.  **  Who  are  they  that  prelented  you  thofa 
picgefts?" 

Louts.  "  The  plans  were  fo  vague  thafl:  I*  do  not 
recoUeft  them  now/' 

E  e  a  pRKi 
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Pres.  "  Who  are  thole  to  whom  you  gmnnonejrrV 

Ix)u is;-    "  I  gave  money  to  nobody.^*  ^. 

P ji  Es.  f*  You  iufieved.  the  French  name^  to  be  tea* 
kd  in  Oarmahy,  italy>  mid  Spain;  fioce.  you.  omitted 
to  demand  fatisfadicn  for  the.  bad  treatment  whidi  tbc 
French  iufiEsced  m  thofe  cbuatiies^^^Wbatljareyoii  to 
anfwer?*' 

Louis.  '<  The  diploooatk:  corrdpondeoce  will  prove 
to  the  xxsiKtrary;  beiides,.  this  was  a  concern  ot  the 
minifters^'' 

Prbx  «  You  ret^kwcd  the  Swifs  on  thc^  loth  of 
Auguft,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  rooming ;  and  the  Swifs 
iverer  the  fiifi  vvbo  fired  upon  the  citizens."  - 

Lo0isi  **  I  went  on  that  day  to  retview  aH  the' 
troops  that  were  aflembled. about  me;  the  ocnftttited 
authorities  were  with  me,  the  department^  the  iB^ror 
and  municipality;  I  had  even  invited  thidier  a dqiuta* 
tfonof  the  national  afiembly^  and  I  afterwards  r^aM 
into  thcuvidfl:  of  them  with  my  family/'  r 

pRfis.  ^  **  Why  did  you  draw  troops  to  the  caftic?'' 

Louis.  <«  All  the  conftitut^d  authiMticsfaw-tfat 
t)ie  caAle  was  tlireatened ;  and  as  I  was  a*<fOBftitut^ 
authority,  I  had  aright  todeiend  myfelf/' 

Pres.  «  Why  did  you  iummon  the.  majpor  <rf 
Paris,  ii£  the  n%ht  between  the  9th  and  loth  of  /uagi^ 
to  tfafe  caftle.^' 

Levis.  «  On  aooount  ci  the  oepdrts  tbtt^  Txst 
drcul^edff/  ;-      ' 

Pres.  *«  You  have  caufed  the  blood  ci  .the  Fm^ 
tobefhed.'* 

Louis.    *5«  No,  6r,lnofe  L*' 

Prb6.  '«t  You.  autdaoifaad  fiepfajuili  taJCariy  oa  (^ 
confidecable  trade  in  ^corD,i  fisgar  and  'c(zi^  ^zt  Hmh 
burg.     This  fad  is  piwod  by  a  fetter  olf  Soptf uiK'*  ^ 

Louis.     "I  know  nothing  of  what  you  fay/'.      . : 

Pees.    "  Why  did  you  aftx  a  veto  on  the  decree 

whidi 
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which  ordained  the  formation  of  a  camp  of  twenfty 
thbfifimd  nam^* 

.  Louis,  "  The  conftitution  Idt  to  me  the  ri^t  oif 
refbfiBg  iny  fiandion  of  the  dedrees;  and  even  from  that 
penod  I  had  demanded  At  ai&a^ilage  of  a  camp  at 
Sofflbns.'* .    t: 

.Pbcsxds^t^  addreffing.  the  Convention,.  'fThe 
queftions  are  done  with." — (To  Louis) — «  Louts, 
is'tbeie  anyf  tbiilg  that  you  wiih  to  add?*^ 
'  Ldnis.  ;^  1  lequeft  a  oommunicatioD  of!,  the 
chaiges  which  I  have  heard,  and  of  the  pieces  aneUtiog* 
thereto, '  aod  the  liberty  of  chofing  counfel  for  my 
defence/"      /  :,,..'-. 

Valaz6,  who  kt  near  the  isor,  prefented  and  le^ad  to 
Ldvis  Capet  the  pieces,  riz.  The  memoh-  of 'Laporte 
and  Mfiabeau,  and  lome  others,  cootaining  plaos  ct  a 
C0tinl«r-ce\]plution. 

LoJ[us^,•  **  I  difown  them."' 

V'ALAaB.      ^  Letter  of    Louis   Capet^-  dated. 
June  99,  1790,  fettling  his  connexions  with  Misabeau: 
aikt  La  Fayette,  to  effed:  a  revdution  in  tlie'cpnftitution." 
-Lo0tfi/    ^^i  referve  to  myfelf  to  anfwer  the  am- 
t6Bis.''-^Valaz6  read  theietter.)—««  It  is  only  apian, 
in  which  there  is  no  queftion  aboutacounter-revolutidn^ 
tKe  letta'-was  not  to  have  been  ftnt.** 
<^Vax«aze«    **  lietterof  Louis  Capet^  of  theaad 
of  April,  relative  to  converiations  about  the  Jacobina  * 
tiSfMt  flie  preiklQit  of  the  committee  of  finances,  and 
the  committee  of  domains;  it  is  dated  by  the  hand  oE> 
Loiris  Cxpax/*  •  -  ^ ': 

Louis.    "'I  difbwn  it.**  ».J;  v.-    .. 

Valam.  *^  Letter  df;  Laport^  of  ISuirflay 
liloniii^  Maxth  3d,,  markod^iii  the  mai^n,  kii  the 
faffid-writing  of  Louis  Capet^  widx  Maidi  ^tf^i^ 
implying  a  ppetended  rupture  betwieeu  Miiabsau  andiJaa 
Jacobins/*'  :•  w    '^ 

*^j'  .     ^,    '  Ee  Ji    >       .  :  .JUacris» 
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Lours.     *<  I  difown  it.** 

Valaze.  «  Letter  of  Lapotte  witlwut  dat«,  in 
his  hand-writfng,  but  marked  in  the  margin  by  the 
liand  of  Louis  Cabtbt,  containing  particulars  refpeft* 
ing  the  laft  moments  of  Mirabeau,  aind  exprefling  the 
care  that  had/  been  taken  to'  conceal  fro/n  the  knowledge 
of  merl,  feme  papers  of  great  concern  whidi  hod  been 
d^fited  with  Mirabeau." 

Louis.     *<  I  dilbwn  it  as  well  as  the  reft" 

Valaz^e.  "  Plan  of  a  conftitution,  or  the.reviGon 
of  the  conftitution,  figned  La  Fayette,  addrefled  to 
Lours  Capet;  April  9,  1790,  marked  in  the  margin 
with  a  line  in  his  own  hand-writing." 

Louis.  "  Thefe  things  liave  been  blotte^  out  by 
the  conftitution." 

Valaze.     *^  Do  you  know  this  writing  ?" 

Louis.     «  I  do  not." 

Valaze.     "  Your  marginal  comments  ?' ' 

Louis.     •*  I  do  not." 

Valaze.  «*  Letter' of  Laporte  of  the  t^h  of' 
April,  maiked  ii|  the  xhaigin  by  Lours  Capet,  Apii 
ip,  1791,  mentioning  a  converfation  with  Rivarol.** 

Louis. .   "  I  difown  it." 

Valaze.  **  Letter  of  Laporte,  marked  April  r6, 
1791,  in  which  it  feems  complaints  are  made  of  Mini- 
beau,  the  abb6  Perigord,  Andr6,  and  Beaumetz,  viho 
do  not  {eem  to  acknowledge  faclrifices  made  for  ^eir 
fake." 

I-ou  IS,    ".I  difown  It  likewife.*' 

/alaze.  "  Letter  of  Laporte  of  the  23d  of 
February,  1791,  marked  and  dated  in  the  hand-writing 
df  Louis  Capet  ;  a  memorial  annexed  to  it,  rdpeding 
the  means  of  his  gaining  popularity/* 

Lou  IS.     *«  I  know  neither  of  thele  pieces." 

Valaze.  **  Several  Pieces  without  iignature, 
found  in  ihe  caftle  of  the  Thuilleries,  in  the  g^  which 

was 


was  fliut  in  the  walls  of  the  pajace,  rplating .  to  the 
expellees,  to^g^in  that  popiJarity." 
.  Pr£3ident/  "  Previous  to  an  examination  on  this 
lutgeft,  I  vvilh  to  aik  a  preliiiiinaiy  que^ion ; — Have 
ypu  caufed  ftprefs  with  .an  iron  .door  to  be  conflxuded 
in  the  caftlp  p^  tl^  Thuilleries,  .and  had  ypu  your  papers 
locked  up  m  that  prels?'' 

Louis.     "  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it  whajteven" 

Val  AZE.  "  Here  is  a  day-bopk  written  by  Lou  is 
Capet  hji^irelf,  containing  the  penfions.  he  had  granted 
out  of  bis  coffer  from  1776,  till  1792;  in  which  are 
obferved  fonie  douceurs  granted  to  Acloque.**        ^ 

Louis,  «  Th'is  I  own,  but  it  confifts  of  charitable 
donations  which  I  luve  made.'* 

Valaze.  "  Different  lifts  of  fums  paid  to  the 
Scotch  companies  of  Noailles,  Gramont,  Montmo- 
rency, and  Luxembuigh,  on  the  9th  of  July,  i79i-'* 

Louis*  **  This  is  prior  to  the  epoch  w'hen  I  forbade 
them  to  be  paid/* 

'  PniwanENT.    "  Louu,  whae  had  you  depofited 
th(^  pieces  which  you  own?** 

Louis.     ♦*  With  my  treaftirer,'* 

Valaze.  "  Do  you  know  thefe  penfion  lifts  oJ  the 
life  guards,  t^  hundred  Swiis^  and  the  king!s  guards 
fori:79«f'* 

Louis.     "  i  do  not.** 

Valaze.  "  Several  pieces  idative  to  the  conspiracy 
of  the  camp  of  Jales,  the  originals  of  which  are  depo- 
fited among  the  records  of  the  department  of  I'Ard^che/* 

Louis,  *'  I  have  not  the  fmalleft  knowledge  cf 
them.** 

Valaze^  JLetter  of  Bouille,  dated  Mentz,  bear- 
ing an  account  of  993,000  livres  received  by  Louis 
Capet.** 

Louis*     "I  difownit.** 

Ee4  Valaze. 
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Valaze.  **  An  order  for  payment  of  i68,OQo 
Uvres,  %ned  Louis,  endorfed  Lc  Bonneiis,  with  a 
letter  and  billet  of  the  fame. 

Louis.     ^'  I  difown  it."  ' 

Valaze.  "  Two  pieces  relative  to  a  prefent  made 
to  the  wife  of  Polignac,  and  to  Lavauguyon  and  Choi- 
Icul." 

Lo u  IS.    *^  I  difown  them  as  well  as  the  otliers,** 
<    Valaze.     "  Here  is  a  noteiigned  by  the  twobrcK 
thers  of  the  late  king,   mentioned  in  tlie  declaratory 
aft/' 

Louis.     «  I  know  nothing  of  it/'  ^ 

Valaze.  "  Here  are  pieces  relating  to  the  afidr  of 
Choifeul-Gouffier,  at  'Conftantinople.'* 

Louis.     "  I  have  no  knowledge  of  them.'" 

Valaze.  •"  Here  is  a  letter  of  the  kite  king  to  the 
bifhop  of  Clcrmont>  with  the  aiifwer  of  the  latter,  of  the 
i6th  of  April,  1791." 

Lpvis.     «  I  difown  it." 

President.  "  Do  you  not  acknowledge  your  writ- 
ing and  your  lignet  ?*' 

Louis,     "I  do  not.*' 

Pr  ESI D E N  T.    *«  The  feal  bears  the  arms  of  France." 

Lou  IS.     **  Several  perfons  made  ufe  of  that  feal.*' 

Valaze.  **  Do  you  acknowledge  this  lift  of  iums 
paid  to  Gilles  ? 

Louis.     *^  I  do  not." 

Valaze.  "  Here  is  a  memorandum  for  indemni- 
fying the  civil  lift  for  the  military  penfions;  a  letter  of 
Dufrefne  St.  Leon,  which  relates  to  it/* 

Louis.     "I  know  none  of  tliele  picccsV 

In  the  courfc  of  the  debates  upon  this  important  trial, 
the  convention  agreed  to  allow  counfel  to  the  prifoner. 

His 

*  Wh^n  the  king  had  anfwer?cl  all  the  queftlons,  the  original 
papers  on  which  p.itt  the  accufation  was  founded  were  \sad  ou 

tbc 
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Hb  choice  fell  upon  three  diftinguifhed  advocates^'M.  M. 
Tronchet,,  lAmoignbn-Male(herb«s*,  and  Defeze;  he 

the  C^ble.  Valaze,  taking  them  up  one  by  one^  and  reading  the 
title,  faid,  as  he  prefented  each  to  the  king,  '^  Louis  Capet,  fa 
reconnoUlez¥OUS  ?'*  If  the  king  anfwcred  that  he  knew  it,  Valaz6 
laid,  "  U>ois  la  reconnoit ;"  and  the  prcfident  rapeated,  "  La 
•  piece  cftxcconnue."  It  the  king  difavowcd  it,  they  faid,  "  Louis 
oe  la  reconnoit  p«8 — La  piece  pVft  pas  rcconnue/* 

The  king  difavowed  many  of  them.  When  the  whole  had 
been  inveftigated  in  this  manner,  tiie  prelident  addrefling  the 
king,  laid,  '*  I  have  no  other  qiieftions  to  propofe — have  you  any 
thing  more  to  add  in  your  defence  ?**  *'  1  dcfire  to  have  ar  copy 
of  theacculation,"  replied  the  king,  "  and  of  the  papers  on  which 
it  is  founded.  I  alfo  defire  to  have  a  couniel  of  my  own  nomi- 
nation.** Barrere  informed  him,  that  his  two  fird  fequefts  were 
alreadv  decreed,  and  that  the  determination  refpe^ing  the  other 
would  be  m^de  known  to  him  in  due  time«  I)r.  Moore*i  Jour- 
nal, Vol.  IL  . 

*  Monfieur  deLamoignon-Malefberbes  ii  a  man  of  an  suntable 
and  refpe^able  charader ;  of  diftinguifhed  fenfe,. probity,  and 
learning ;  ot  one  of  the  chief  families  of  what  is  called  the  Robe 
in  France ;  he  is  grandfon  of  the  chancellor  Lamoignon,  who 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  Boileau,  Racine,  and  other  men  of  genius 
in  the  reign  of  Louis  the  fourteenth. 

The  prefeot  monfieur  de  Malefherbes  diflinguifhed  himfelf 
towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XV.  by  fome  very  eloquent 
and  courageous  remonftr^nce?  which  he  drew  up  when  he  was 
firft  prefident  of  the  Cour  dfs  AiJes^  and  for  which  he  was 
banifhed. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XVY,  he  fucceeded  mon- 
fieur de  St  Floreniin  in  the  minif^ry ;  hut  afterwards,  for  reafons 
vrhich  are  varioufly  flated,  he  defired  and  obtained  leave  tQ 
retire. 

This  refpedable  man  is  feventy-two  years  of  age ;  his  generous 
offer  to  be  couhfel  for  the  king  (rains  him  the  applaufe  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  forms  a  contrafl  greatly  in  his  favour  with  the  cautious 
condud  of  M.  Target,  which  has  been  condemned  by  all  parties. 
Even  the  fiihwomen  of  Paris  marked  the  difference,  went  in  a  body 
and  hung  garlands  of  flowers  and  laurel  on  the  gate  of  monfieur 
de  Malemerbes,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  mon- 
fieur Target,  in  the  intention  to  mfult  him  in  a  manner  peculiar 
.to  therafelves.  Fortunately  for  him,  he  was  advertifed  of  their 
intention,  and  made  his  cfcape*    Dr.  Moore's  Journal,  Vol.  II. 

had 
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had  pcevioufly  applied  to  M.  Target^  who  CKCMfed  hiiSr 
felt  OQ  account  of  his  infirmity.  Qa  .the  a6th  o^ 
December  the  kii^  appeared  for  ihe  laft  time  at  die  bar- 
of  the  convention,  and  M.  Defcze  read  a  defence  which 
the  couniel  had  prepared,  and  which  was  equally  admified 
for-tbe.folidity  of  the  argument  and  the  beavly  of  (be 
compofirion.  The  opinions  of  the  convention  thetxifelves 
appeared  (baken  and  divided ;  and  M.  Lanjuinab,  one 
of  the  members,  extorted  them  not  to  confound  the 
chaiaders  of  judges,  jury,  and  accuiers,  having  aife^c^' 
virtually  fet  foith  their  opmions  to  the  world. 

The  dilcuffion  was  fatally  clofed  oft  the  i^th  of 
Janua]:y.  After  a  fitting  of  near  thirty-four  hours,  the 
puntfliment  of  death  was  voted  by  a  Imall  majority  of  the 
convention,  and  feveral  of  thde  differing  in  opinion  ffom 
the  reft,  refpefting  the  time  when  it  (hould  beinfiiftcd; 
-  ibme  contending  that  it  fhould  not  be  put  in  execution 
till  after  the  end  of  the  war,  while  others  propofcd  to  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  people  by  reternng  the  fentence  to  thcv 
primar)'  afi'emblies.  The  conclufion  of  ^is  unhappy 
bufinels  is  too  well  known  to  require  a  minute  detail,  it 
was  however  on  the  beft  groiuids  believed,  that  tlie  majo- 
rity of  the  convention  weie  compelled  to  this  unjuft 
naeafure  by  the  apprdienfion  of  becoming  victiim  to 
popular  fury,  fince  a  formidable  mob  was  ooilcdcd  rt^o 
openly  threatened  by  name  a  confidtrable  number  of  the 
deputies,  and  declared  their  intention  to  murder  them  if 
they  refufed  to  vote  for  the  death  of  the  king.  Emy 
cincumftance  indeed  warrants  us  in  averting  that  this 
dicifion  was  more  the  effeft,of  faCkious  fury  than  of  .tem- 
perate deliberation,  and  that  .the  caufe  of  liberty  h»s  cer- 
tainly been  impeded  by  the  unprincipled  viokacc  ok  its 
pretended  votaries. 

Biitons  may  exult  that  thf^re  was  not  an  Englifbman 
to  be  found  upon  this  ianguinary  lift.  Tlie  only  one  in 
the  convention,  the  celebrated  Thomas  Paine,  did  not 

vole 
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vote,  -but^fent  his  opinion  to  tlie  prefidait;  which  was^ 
that  Louis  Capet  (hould  be  ^laniflKd  to  America  at  the 
end  ot  the  war,  and  kept  a  prilbner  till  that  event. 

Tlie  picficient  having  announced  that  he  wbs  about 
to  declare  the  rcfult  ot  their  long  and  import ai>t  deJibe- 
ratiofis,  a  proiound  and  awful  filence  eniued,  while  he 
declared,  that  out  of  feven  hundred  and  twenty-one  votcs> 
three  hundred  and  fixiy-fix  were  for  death*,  thi^ejc  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  for  imprifonment  during  the  wai',  two 
for  perpetual  imprifonment,  eight  for  a  fuipenfion  of  the 
execution  of  death  till  after  tl>e  expulfion  of  the  Bourbons  > 
twenty-three  were  not  for  putting  him  to  death,  unlefe 
the  French  tenitory  (hould  be  invaded  by  fome  foreign 
power  i  and  one  was  for  death,  but  with  commutation  . 
(^puniQiment.  1  he  prefidcnt  concluded  in  a  lower  an4 
more  fblemn  tone,  and  taking  of  his  hat,  pronounced, 
••  In  coufcquence  of  this  I  declare,  that  the  punifliment 
decreed  by  the  national  convention  againft  Louis  Capet 
^  death.**  The  Spanifh  court  through  the  medium  of 
its  miniflier  m«ide  a  becoming^application  to  the  aficml^y, 
previous  to  the  paffing  ot  the  fentence,  in  behalf  of  the 
depofed  fovereign ;  but  the  reading  of  the  letter  was  rejec- 
ted with  equal  infolence and  imprudence.  At  thispehod 
of  the  iitting,  the  king*5  three  confellors  were  admitt^ 
to  the  bar,  and  one  of  them,  M.  Defeze>  addreiled  the 
coiivention : 

^'  Citizens,  representatives,  the  law  of  the  nation  and 
your  decrees  have  entrufled  to  us  the  iacred  function  oi 
the  defence  oi  Louis.  We  come,  with  regret,  to  prefen^ 
to  you  the  Jaft  aA  of  our  f unftion.  Louis  has  given  to 
tis  his  expteis  charge  to  read  to  you  a  letter  figned  witl( 
his  own  hand,,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

■LETTER    FROM    LOUIS. 

"  I  owe  it  to  my  own  honour,  I  owe  it  to  my  femily, 
not  to  fubfcribe  to  a  fqntence  which  declares  me  guilty 

*  In  this  lift,  to  the  (hame  of  human  natute,  was  the  name  of 
Ae  bafe  and  infamous  Egalit^. 

of 
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<rf  a  crime  of  which  I  cannot  accufc  myfelf.  ^  In  c^oRJe- 
qucnce;  I  appeal  to  th6  nation  from  thif  icntcncc  of  its 
rcprcfentativrs ;  and  I  commit  by  f hefe  pttfettts  to  the 
fidelity  of  my  defenders,  to  make  known  to  the  national 
convention  this  appeal,  by  all  the  mpans  in  their  powcr^ 
and  todcfnand,  that  mention  of  it  be  made  iq  the  minutes 

of  llieir  fitting.  

(Signed)  Louis/* 

'  M^  Defeze  dien  foiemnly  invoked  the  afletably  in  the 
name  of  his  colleagues,  to  confidcr  by  what  afmaU  msyo^ 
rity  the  punifhmcnt  of  death  was  pronounced  ag^fl  the 
detluooal  monarch.  "  Do  not  ai&id  Fiance/'  added 
tbis-eloquent  ad^^ocate,  *^  by  a  judgment  that  will  appear 
tenrible  to  her,  whcn^w  voices  only  were  prefumed  fixffi- 
cient  to.  cany  it."  He  appealed  to  eternal  jufticc,  and 
£oed  bumanky,  to  induce  the  conventioalo.  refer  tbeir 
fettetice  to  the  tribunal  of  the  people.  •<  Yoa  have  «her 
for»>tten  or  deftroyed,"  faid  the  celebrated  M.  Troodiet, 
•*  the  lenity  which  the  law  allows  to  criminals,  of  requir- 
ing at  Jeaft  two^ihirds  d  the  voices  to  conftitute  a. 
ddfinitite  judgment/*  '     '   • 

A  melancholy  gloom  and  awful  filence  fuperfeded  the 
native  gaiety  of  the  French  capital  during  the  lafldaysof 
the  kfe  of  the  deplored  Louis,  as  if  fome  fiitute  calamity 
was  prefaged  to  that  irritable  and  faQious  dty  r  vASt 
bddie^  of  armed  men  patrf»led  the  metropolis,^  the  liip- 
prefled  ii^hs  and  the  restrained  lamentations  aaoounood 
to  Ae  thinking  world,  that  a  fiiir  appeal  to  the  people 
would  have  granted  life  at  Icaft  to  him,  who  had  Ibffpftd 
Ihe  mortification  of  defcending  from  the  flatbn  of  an 
exalted  fovereign  to  that  <ii  a  degraded  citizen. 

After  pafiing  Sunday  in  prepiarAtionsfor  his  approaching 
change,  and  taking  an  eternal  and  agonizing  foitwcl  rf 
his  wife  and  family,  the  unfortunate  Louis,  as  the  docb 
of  Pari$  fouodcd  piglu  «on  .Monday  morni^  was  (uov- 

"    *  -  •        itxmed* 
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moncd  to  bia  late^.  The  mon^rcti  alcecded  the  {aSSM 
with  boroSc  forutude^  with  a  6xm\ftep«  and  a  counte-' 
nance  void  qf  ditoay ;  and  beibg  prevented  irooi  addret* 
fing  the  pcopk,.  he  was  ient  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
Ox^^^pot?nt,  to .  claim,  and  probably  to  receive;^,  that 
jufticc  wliich  his  earthly  judges  had  denied  him*4  $(fmp 

oi 

^  The  following  account  of  the  Uft  moments  of  this  unfortu- 
nate inonardi  it  truly  tnterefling.  Iris  extrsuftcd  frasi  ifae  lotfiem 
of  aj)  Fngiilb  L^d^  at  ihat  time  io  Paris.  ...... 

^''The.  French  king  received  t|ie  intelligence  of  his  ajiprq^cb*- 
in^  fate  i^ithout  difmay.  .He  difplayed  hr  more  firmnef^  vpon  th^ 
foafibld  than  he  did  upon  the  tbroney  and  atoned  for  the:  «reak« 
n^fiNiod  iiKon&ftency  of  his  condu^  in  life,  bjr  the  cahnpe^  and 
fortitude  of  his  behaviour  in  death*  The  evening  befAcebiaex* 
ecution,  his  family>  from  whom  he  bad  been  feparated  iince  the' 
cornmencement  of  his  trial,  were  condu^bed  to  the  tower  of  the 
Tismple^  aiid'ftilowrd  the  fad  indulgence  of  a  laft  ittietvi^w,  un* 
maUM  bf  the  prefence  of  the  guards.  Alas  !  whea  v^i^m* 
tioo  pictured  the  anguifh  of  fuch  an  interview,  it  was. not  oecdT* 
fary  to  look  back  upon  the  former  elevation  of  the  fufFerer  in  or- 
der  to  pity  the  gloomy  tranfition  of  his  &te  ?  It  was  not  necef^ 
fary  to^recoiieft,  that  he  who  was  the  following  nionuii^  a>  faf* 
fer  death  upon  the  fcaffbld,  was  oncethefiril  monarch  of.Europ^ 
ai)d  would  be  led  to  exec\}tton  through  the  ilreets  of  his  owq  capi- 
tal !  It  was  enough  to  coniider  this  unfortunate  pdrfon  as  a  many 
aba(band,  afitthet !  Ah»  lurely,  amidft  the  groans  of  fin^l  fepa- 
ration  fnom  thofe  to  whom  we  are  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  tiesof 
natum  and  a&dion !  furely  when  we  cHi^g  to  tbofe  w^  Ipve,  ia 
the  unutterable  pang  of  a  lafi  embrace— in  fuch  moments  the 
mpnarch  muft  forget  his  crown,  and  the  regrets  of  dSfapuointed 
aiiibitioA  muft  be  unfelt  amidft  the  anguifh  that  o^erwlielmsthfe 
brplMB-  ham.  Ti»t  anguifh  was  juyt  confined  to^the  bofoap  of- 
ibsiiog,  the  queen,  an*d  his  fifirr.  The  princefs.  his  daucb^er, 
has  attained  that  age  whe^  perhaps  tlje  foul  is  mofi  fuf^eptibuf  of 
ftrong  impreffions,  and  its  Teniibility  moft  exquHite. '  Even  t lie: 
voung  prince,  who  is  only  in  his  ninth  yeari  caught  the  infec- 
tioui^  iickviiw,  and  while  oi's  eyes  were  bathed  in  tears,  cried,  fob- 
bjpgj  to  Santerre*  ."Ah,  kifleamoi  courirles  rucs,!^  j'irai  aux 
diflndls— jlrai  a  touted  les  fe£kions,  demander  grace  pour  mon 
papa^r      ■    ■ 

^^Oh  !  f^t  Mihti  thAiogh  tlie  ftreets^I  #rll  go  to  thcdUiridi— 1  «1U 
(0  to  tka  firOkrasraad  Vc;  £k  my  i»|mi." 

'•Thf 
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of  the  members  who  had  been  moft  adtivc  in  t\mt  cncJea- 
vours  ta  iai[e  thekiog^  iinniediately  refigneci^heir  ieats 
in  the  coirrcntion,    porticulariy  KatauK  and  Mamnrl. 

The 

**  The  king  had  ftifficient  firmneft  to  avoid  feeing  bis  femi!y 
en  the  moming  of  his  execution.  He  cfefired  tt^  queen  tr.i?'.t 
bt  told  that  he  was  unable  to  bear  the  fight  ot  her  and  his  chil- 
dren in  thofe  laft  moments.  He  took  a  ring  off  his  finger,  which 
Contained  fomc  of  his  own  hair,  of  the  queen's,  and  of  his  two 
children,  and  deiired  it  might  be  given  to  the  queen.  He  called 
the  municipal  officers  round  him,  and  told  them  U  was  his  dying 
requcd^  that  Clery,  his  valet  de  chambre,  might  l-emain  with  his 
(on.  He  then  fai'd  toSanterre,  "  Marchons§  ;"  atid  after  crofT- 
ing,  with  a  hurried  pace,  the  inner  cour<:  of  the  Temple,  he 
got  into  the  mayor's  carriage,  which  was  waiting,  and  i»i$  atten- 
ded by  his  confcffor 

"The  calmnefs  which  Louis  the  fixteenth  dif^Uyed  oh  this 
great  trial  of  human  fortitude,  is  attributed  not  on^y  to  tfjc  fnp- 
port  his  mind  received  from  religious  faith,  but  alfb  to  the  h*  pc 
which  it/is  faid  he  cherifhed,  evtn  till  his  laft  moment,  that  the 
people,  ,whom  he  meant  to  addrefs  from  the  fcaffoldi  woold 
demand  that  his  life  might  be  fpared.  And  his  confelTof,  from 
motives  of  comptilHon,  had  encouraged  him  in  this  hope.  -After 
afcending  the  fcaffo!d  with  a  firm  flep,  twice  the  unhappy  mo- 
narch attemrptcd  to  fpcak,  and  twricc  Sanrer/e  prevented  him 
from  being  heard  by  ordering  the  drums  to  beat  immediately. 
Alas!  bad  he  been  permitted  to  fpeak,  podr  was  his  chance  of 
exciting  commiferation  !  Thofe  who  pitied  his  calamities  hnd 
carefully  fliunncd  that  fatal  fpct ;  apd  thole  who  moft  immc(??- 
ately  furrounded  him,  oidy  waited  till  the  ftroke  was  givfn,  in 
onler  to  dip  their  pikes  and  their  handkerchiefs  in  his  brood! 

Two  perfons  who  were  on  the  fcaifold  aflerr,  that  the  unliappy 
monarch  finding  the  hope  he  had  cherifhed,  of  awakening  the 
compaffion  of  the  people,  fruftrated  by  the  impoflSbifity  of  bis 
being  heard,  as  a  laft  refotirce,  declared  that  he  had  ferrets  to 
reveal  of  importance  to  the  lafety  of  the  (late,  and  defired  that  he 
might  be  !ed  to  the  national  convention.  Some  of  the  guarda  who 
heard  this  declaration,  faid  •*  Yes,  let  him  go  to  theconvcntton  I** 
-^-Others  faid  **  No.** — Had  the  king  been  conduced  to  the  con- 
rention,  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  theeftc«5t  vhrch  woiHd  hare  been 
produced  on  the  minds  ot  the  people,  by  the  fight  of  their  for- 
mer monarch  led  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  with  his  hands 
bound,  his  neck  bare,  bis  hait  already  cut  off  at  the  f ck>t  of  the 

§  *'  Let  us  go. 

iaifr«ld 
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Tl)e  oribifter  Rokuid  aUo  refigned  on  this  occafion,  and 
for  this  caufe;  the  war  miniftej*.  ^Pache  was  fooa.  after 
difinifled,  and  Bournonville  iucc^eded  to  that  department. 
Soon  after  the  condemnation  of  the  king,  M.  FeUetier 
de  St.  Fargcau,  a  deputy  of  the  convention,  who  bad 
voted  for  his  death,  was  afl^flinated  by  a  perfon  of  the 
name!  of  Paris,  who  had  formerly  been  one  of  the  g^rde^ 

,fcaffoW  in  preparation  for  the  fatal  ftroke— with  no  other  covcr- 
%  ing  than  his  Ihirt.  At  that  fight  the  enraged  populace  would  have 
ineltcd  into  tendeinefs,  and  the  Farifian  wonocn,  amon^  whom 
were  numbers  that  pafTed  the  day  in  tears  of  unavailing  regreti 
.  wx2uld  have  rufhed  between  the  monarch  and  his  guards,  and 
fiavc  attempted  his  refcue,  even  with  the  rilque  of  life.  Santerre, 
who  forefaw  thefe  confequcnces,  who  perceived  the  danger  of 
this  riUng  difpute  among  the  guards,  called  to  the  executioner  to 
do  his  otfi^e.-^Then  it  was,  that  defpair  feized  upon  the  min4 
of  the  unfoc;tunate  monarch — his  countenance  affumed  a  look  of 
horror.— twice  with  agony  he  repeated,  "  Je  fuis  perdu !  ic  fuis 
perdu*  !'*  His  confeffor  meantime  called  to  him  from  the  tool: of 
thAicaffbld,  **  Louis,  fils  de  St.  Louis,  montez  au  ciel-f  I"  and  in 
one  naoment  he  was  delivered  from  the  evils  of  n>ortalily . 

The  executioner  held  up  the  bleeding  head,  and  the  guards 

cried  **Vive  la  Republique!'*    Some  dipped  their  handkerchiefs 

in  the  blood-^but  the  greater  number,  chilled  with  horror  at  what 

had  pafTed,  defired  the  commandant  would  lead  them  .inibntly 

from  the  fpot.  The  hair  was  fold  in  feparate  trefles  at  the  foot  of 

the  fca  (fold ;  and  as  every  incident  of  this  tragedy  had  been  intended 

to  difplay  the  ftrong  viciffitudes  of  human  fortune,  ai  if  every 

fccne  was  me^t  **io  point  a  moral,'*  the  body  was  conveyed  in 

a  c^it  to  the  p^riih  church  of  St.  Madelaiue,  and  layed  among 

,  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  had  been  cruKhed  to  death  on  the  Place 

de  Louis  2ty.  when  Louis  the  fixteentb  was  married,  and  of  thofe 

who  had  fallen  before  the  chateau  of  the  Thuilleries  on  the  10th 

-of  Auguft, 

,  **  Thegra^jC  was  filled  with  quicldime,  aqd  a  guard  placed  over 

it  till  the  corpfe  was  confum^d,    "the  ground  was  then  carefully 

levelled  with  the  lurrounding  earth,   and  no  trace  or  veftige  re- 

mains  of  that  Tpot  to  which,  fhrouded.  by  the  doubtful  gloom  of 

.  tiviligh);  anci^i^t  loyalty  might  have  repaired,  and  poured  a  tear, 

«r  luflerfli;iQn^}>rcathc'd  its  ritual  ior  the  departed  fpirlt.** 


^  "  t  aln  undone  I  I  am  un<Idfte7**^ 
f  <'  Son  of  St.  If  uls,  aiceod'to  hM«ail 
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du  corps.  The  convention  dcaced  public  iionours  to 
the  memory  of  Pelletier;  but  the  aflaffin,  who  appeared 
to  be  insane,  efcaped  to  thd  country,  where  he  foon  after 
deftroyed  himfelf* 

Among  other  misfortunes  in  which  the  murder  o!  the 
king  involved  the  French  nation*    we  muft  certainly 
-  account  that  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain.     On  the  firtt 
eflablilhment  of  the  revolution,  the  heart  of  every  Ei^liQi- 
man  beat  in  unifon  with  thofe  of  the  patriots  of  France. 
Some  imprudent  fteps  of  the  firft  aflembly  leflened  the 
number  of  its  admirers ;  but  notwitHIlanding  the  decla- 
mations of  Mr.  Burke,  when  the  French  were  firfl  invaded 
by  foreign  defpots,  "  fuccefs  to  their  arras**  wasreiounded 
from  every  quarter  of  this  kingdom.     The  horrid  maflk- 
cres  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  the  26  of  September, 
dilgmced  the  name  of  liberty,  which  the  predominant 
£idiQn  had  afTumed  ;  but  (lili,  fuch  was  the  veneration 
of  Britons  for  even  that  facred  name,  'that  we  are  per- 
luaded,  bad  the  convention  abftained  from  imbruing  their 
hands  deliberately  in  the  blood  of  a  fallen  and  perhaps 
innocent  man,  all  the  arts  of  miniftry  would  never  have 
led  the  people  of  England  to  countenance  a  war. 
'     It  would  be  a  tedious,  and  therefore  an  unwelcome 
undertaking,  to  trace  minutely  and  gradually  the  progreis 
of  the  difpute  between  France  and  England.     Without 
affixing  any  degree  of  credit  to  the  reports  which  have 
been  circulated,  that  the  court  of  Great  Britain  had  early  ^ 
but  fecrctly  acceded  to  the  concert  of  princes,  and  the 
treaty  of  Pilnitz ;  we  may  venture  to  obferve  at  leaft, 
that  the  Britifli  miniftry  had  longed  viewed  with  a  jealous 
eye  the  progrefs  of  the  French  revolution,  and  had  induf- 
trioufly  avoided  every  thing  which  might  fervc  to  coun- 
tenance the  proceedings  even  of  the  conftituent  aflembly. 
Oa  the  contrary,  we  muft  do  the  French  nation  the 
juftice  to  conle(s,  that  the  unanimous  voice  of  that  peo- 
ple was.clamorous  ^m  the  firft  for  peace  and  alliance 
*  with 
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with  England.    During  the  ftay  of  general  Dumourier  at  ' 
Uruffels,  he  earneftly,  through  M.  Noelle,  then  reHdent 
in  London,  folicitcd  an  alliance,  with  Great  Britain.   On 
what  grounds  this  propofal  was  rejedcd,   we  iiave  as  yet 
no  competent  information — But  whatever  was  the  motive 
it  can  never  be  fufficiently  lamented,  by  the  friends  of 
liberty  and  humanity,  that  fo  noble  an  effort  to  prevent 
the  effufion  ot  human  blood,  and  to  enfure  the  peace  of 
Eucopc,  and  the  liberty  and  happinefe  of  France,  proved 
abortive.     Had  the    negotiation   of  Dumourier  been 
attended   with    fuccefs,    the  amiable  and  •  unfortunate 
Louis  would  probably  have  now  been  alive/  and  the 
remains  of  his  family  releafed  fiom  that  ftate  of  humilia- 
tioa  ^d  captivity  in  which  they  fupport  a  miferable 
exiflence.     Inftead  of  being  involved  in  a  war  (to  (ay  the 
leafl  of  it,  unproduftive  of  any  good,  with  no  determi- 
nate objeft  for  the  intereft  of  the  nation)  Great  Britain 
would  have  continued  to  enjoy  her  commerce  and  prof- 
perity  uninterrupted ;  and  would  have  been  in  reality  the 
arbitrefs  of  Europe;  a  fituatiohwhich  will  now  be  necef- 
farily  but  unworthily  occupied  by  Ruffia,  whofe  wary  and 
cautious  condud:  in  the  war  evinces  unequivocally  a  de- 
fign  of  profiting  by  the  diftrefles  of  thofe  powers  who  are 
more  forward  in  the  crufede. 

Such  were,  as  we  think,  the  injudicious  politics  of  the 
Britifli  miniflr)' ;  and  the  abfurd  conduft  of  the  French 
convention  unhappily  accelerated  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities.  No  fooner  had  Antwerp  yielded  to  the  arms 
of  France,  than  to  conciliate  the  Belgians  the  opening  of 
the  Scheldt  was  proje6led  and  decreed  by  the  convention ; 
and  this  meafure  was  immediately  converted  into  a  caufe 
of  alarm,  as  a  violent  infringement  of  the  treaty  pf  ^ 
Munfter  in  1648*.     The  decree  of  the  16th  of  Novem- 

Ff  bcr  . 

♦  In  the  third  volume,  p.  5^9,  of  the  Political  ftate"  wEurope, 
tlie  foUowiog  fad  is  produced  with  a  vie\r  probabi]r  of  dtmoti" 
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berwas  alfo  complained' of,  though  certainly  no  intention 
was  indicated  by  France  of  invading  the  territories  of 
Qreat  Briuin.  A  ferics  of  little  affronts  upon  the  French 
nation  was  pradifed  bjr  the  Ei^lifh  rainifb^'.  A  bill  for 
forcibly  tranfporting  alieite  out  of  the  kingdom  was  intro- 
duced into  parliament.  The  ports  of  Grtat  Britain  were 
Ihut  agfiinft  the  exportation  of  corn  to  France,  while  it 
was  permitted  to  her  enemies.  In  the  end,  aninfult 
perhaps  unneceffary  was  offered  to  the  ambaflador  of  the 
republic,  by  ordering  him,  under  the  authority  of  the 
alien  bill,  at  a  (hort  notice,  out  of  the  kingdom ;  and  to 
complete  the  affront,  the  notice  was  publifhwi  in  the 
gazette*. 

Good  policy  in  the  French  council  (hould  (till  have 
difregarded  thefe  af&onts,  and  they  (hould,  as  wdl  as  in 
,  the  cafe  of  Aufbria,  have  compelled  their  opponents  to 
appear  altogether  in  the  charafter  of  the  firft  agjneffors. 
But  thb  fuited  not  the  impetuous  difpofition  and  the 
ihaltow  views  of  thefe  unfledged  ftatefmen.    Intoxicated 

^  wiib 

Pirating  the  inconfiftency  of  the  Britifh  minilhy  in  thU  inftancr; 
.As  im|>artial  hiflorians,  it  is  oMr  bufinefs  to  conceal  nothing  that 
falls  within  our  notice,  and  we  therefore  give  it  eiz€t\y  in  the 
words  of  the  compiler  of  that  publication : 

"  A  Remarkable  Fact,  from  the  Memorien  iCenemk  m  Ofhil- 
deriug ;  or,  Memoirs  rgtathoe  to  the  'war  Between  England  aad  IMaaJ^ 
by  the  Hon.  J.  Rendorp,  L.  L.  D,  Burgomafterof  Aoafterdam. 
Jull  publilhed. 

"  IT  appears  that  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  when  he  left  the  Hague, 
wc^t  to  Antwerp,  and  inftigated  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  to 
petition  the  emperor  to  infift  on  the  free  navigation  of  \ht 
Stheldt. 

"  The  people  of  England  will*  perhaps,  think  It  feme  wbit 
extraordinary  that  a  Bntifh  miniiler  fliould  excite  the  Aotwerpcr^ 
.  to  obtain  that  as  a  natural  right  (for  iucb  he  muft  doubtlcfs  have 
reprefented  it)  the  bare  apprehenfion  of  which  has  been  latelv 
vrged  as  a  fuf&cicnt  reaCbn  for  involviag  the  nation  in  extraor- 
dinary oacpences,  and  bringing  upon  it  all  the  caiamties  efnuar^' 

\-  ♦  This  laft  meafure  will  probably  be  long  regretted  by  Eng- 
iiflimen,  if  there  is  any  truth  in  the  report,  that  fuch  was  the 

rduSioce 
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with  their  fucceflcs  in  the  Netherlands,  deceived  proba^ 
bly  with  refped  to  the  (late  of  parties  in  England,  and 
inflamed  with  pride  and  refentment,  on  the  id  of 
February,  upon  the  motion  ot  BriflTot,  the  national  con- 
vention decreed,  among  other  articles,  "  lliat  George, 
king  of  England,  had  never  ceafed  fince  the  revolution 
of  the  10th  of  Xuguft  179a,  from  giving  to  the  French 
nation  proofs  ot  his  enmity,  and  of  his  attachment  to  the 
concert  of  crowned  heads;  and  that  he  had  drawn  into 
the  fame  league  the  ftadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces ; 
that,  contrary  to  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783, 
the  Englifh  miniftry  had  granted  protection  and  fuccour 
to  the  emiaants  and  others,  who  have  openly  appeared  in 
arms  a^infl:  France :  that,  on  the  news  of  the  execution 
of  Louis  Capet,  they  were  led  to  commit  an  outrage 
asainil  the  French  republic,  by  ordering  the  ambaflacfor 
of  France  to  quit  Great  Britain :  that  the  Englifh  have 
flopped  divers  boats  and  veflels  laden  with  com  for  Fiance, 
whilft  at  the  fame  time;  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  1786, 
they  continue  the  exportation  of  it  to  other  foreign  coun- 
tries: that,  in  onjer  to  thwart  more  efficacioufly  the 
commercial  tranfadions  of  the  republic  with  England, 
they  have  by  an  aft  of  parliament  prohibited  the  circula- 
tion of  affignats.  The  convention  therefore  declare,  that 
in  confcquence  of  thele  a£fa  of  hoftUity  and  aggreffion, 
the  French  republic  is  at  war  with  the  king  of  England 
and  thejladtnoldtr  of  the  United  Provinces'' 

reludance  of  the  French  nation  to  break  with  Great  Britain,  that 
while  it  was  in  agitation,  M.  Maret,  private  fecretary  to  the 
French  minifler,  arrived  in  England  with  full  powers  to  make 
every  conceffion  that  might  appear  realonable,  and  even  to  cede 
to  Britain  fonie  of  the  mod  valuable  colonies  of  France,  (hould 
the  latter  power  be  difpofed  to  form  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance; 
Unfortunately  M.  Marct  arrived  juft  at  the  moment  of  M.Chau- 
velin*8  difmiffion ;  and  judging  it  neither  fafe  nor  honourable  to 
remain,  immediately  returned.  Overtures  of  peace  have  fince 
been  made  by  the  French,  but  were  not  attended  to  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  miniftry.  ' 

Fia  In 
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In  confequence  of  thefe  meafures,-  general  Dumourier 
proceeded  with  a  large  body  of  troops  to  invade  Holland, 
exhorting  the  Batavians  in  a  violent  manifcfto  to  rejcfct 
the  tyrannic  ariflocracy  of  the  ftadtholder  and  his  paity, 
and  to  become  a  free  republic.  The  ftates-general  of 
Holland  iffued  a  counter-declaration,  in  which  they  com- 
bated that  of  the  French  commander,  and  pointed  out 
the  fallacy  of  his  aflertions  and  the  danger  of  his  deiigns. 
The  Dutch  every  where  made  the  moft  vigorous  perpa- 
rations  for  defending  themfelves,  and  the  Englifh  cabinet 
leconded  their  efforts  by  an  immediate  embarkation  of 
troops,  to  the  command  of  which  the  duke  of  York  was 
appointed. 

While  thefe  tranfaftions  were  in  agitation,  the  confti- 
tutional  committee  were  afTiduoufly  employed  in  framing 
the  plan^  of  the  new  conftitution,  for  which  the  nation 
became  every  day  more  clamorous.  The  conflitution  was 
indeed  prelentcd  to  the  convention  On  the  15th  of  Febru* 
ary  by  M.  Condorcet,  its  reputed  author ;  it  was  how- 
ever never  confirmed,  and  is  defervedly,  in  our  opinioo» 
committed  to  oblivion.  On  the  7  th  of  March,  as  if  the 
nation  was  not  already  fufficiently  embarrafled,  the  con- 
vention added  one  more  enemy  to  the  combination  agsunft 
them  by  declaring  war  againfl  the  king  of  Spain. 

The  fubjugation  of  Holland  was  the  firft  projeft  of 
general  Dumourier ;  and  when  the  eafe  with  which  he 
effected  the  conquefl  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  courage 
difplayed  by  him  and  his  army  at  the  famous  battle 
of  Gemappe,  were  confidered,  the  ariftocracy  of  almofl 
every  nation  trembled.  He  juflly  fuppofed,  that  the  divi- 
fions  which  the  ufurpations  of  power  had  created  in  Hd- 
land  would  greatly  facilitate  his  progrefi ;  and  the  eafy 
lurrender  of  Breda  and  Gertruydenberg  encouraged  him 
to  boaft  that  he  would  terminate  the  conqueft  by  a  fpcedy 
approach  to  Amfterdam.  A  train  of  circumflanocs, 
however  fbon  interruptedt  he  vidonous  career  of  Dumou- 
rier 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  437 

.  tier,  and  evinced  to  mankind  the  uncertainty  of  military 
fiicceis. 

General  Miranda,  who  had  befieged  thecity-of  MaeC- 
tricht  with  great  force  and  vigour,  and  fummoned  the 
governor  to  furrender,  was  attacked  by  Prince  Frederic 
of  Brunfwick,  and  defeated  wlh  confiderable  lofi.  The 
commiflioners  of  Belgium  informed  the  convention,  in  a 
letter  from  Liege  dated  March  the  3d,  that  their  canton- 
ments on  the  river  Roer,  above  Aix-Ia-Chapelle,  had 
been  forced  by  the  enemy,  and  the  general-  Valence 
had  evacuated  that  city.  The  Auftrians  after  this  divi- 
ded themfelves  into  three  columns  two  of  which  marched 
towards  Meaflricht,  and  the  fiege  of  that  place  was  imme- 
diately rarfed.  The  third  purfued  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  republic,  and  the  abfence  of  feveral  commanding 
officers  was  fuppofed  to  have  greatly  facilitated  the  luccels 
of  the  Pruffians  in  thefe  rencounters,  which  may  be  jufMy 
confidered  as  the  commencement  of  a  new  feries  ot  mif- 
fortunes  to  France.  Such  was  the  confternation  which 
the  lucceflcs  of  the  enemy  occafioned,  that  general  Valence 
Wimfelf  informed  the  commiffioners,  that  if  Dumourier 
did  not  arrive  immediately,  he  could  not  anfwer  for  the 
conference  ;  that  the  Prufiians  who  pafied  the  Roerh^id 
defeated  him  and  relieved  Maeftricht;  that  they  amounted 
to  near  thirty  thoufand  men,  a  confiderable  part  of  which 
were  cavalry,  in  which  his  army  was  remarkably  defi- 
cient. 

Before  we  review  the  reverie  of  fortune  which  Dumou- 
rier experienced  in  the  Netherlands  it  may  be  proper  to 
advert  to  the  bombardment  of  Cagliari,  the  capital  of 
Sardinia.  The  fhips  under  the  command  of  admiral 
Troguct  began  to  fire  upon  the  town  the  twenty-fourth 
of  January ;  but  as  all  the  tranlports  with  the  land  forces 
were  not  arrived,  he  ordered  the  firing  to  ceafe  on  the 
twenty-ninth.  The  volunteers,  hovicver,  being  impatient 
to  land,  the  admiral  after  ufing  every  argument  to  con- 
F  f  3  vince 
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vincb  them  how  dangerous  it  mud  be  to  make  an  attempt 
witliout  a  fufficient  force,  at  length  confented,  and  gaw: 
orders  for  dtfembarkation  on  the  14th  of  February. 
Four  (hips  and  two  bomb-ketches  were  pofted  before  the 
town,  and  nearly  the  lime  force  was  placed  between  the 
town  and  afmall  mountain  defended  by  batteries :  another 
came  to  anchor  before  the  town  to  hatter  it,  and  three 
(hips  and  three  frigates  were  employed  in  covering  the 
landing  of  the  troop$.  Of  a^  thefe  ihips  the  Th^ombxies 
alone  did  execution;  but  (he  was  (et  on  (ire by  a  ralliot 
ball,  and  the  captain  was  wounded  in  the  kg  and  <fiod 
four  days  after.  In  the  night  the  Themiftodeswas  obliged 
to  retire.  The  Patriot,  which  kept  up  a  continuatfiie  for 
three  days  and  three  nights,  expended  all  her  ammunitioD^ 
and  had  eight  men  wounded,  (ome  of  them  in  a  dan* 
gerous  manner.  The  Juno  frigate  had  Ukewife  (even 
ivounded. 

The  defcent  was  eSefted  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Caia-Bianca,  with  fifteen  hundred  trot^  of  the  lioe^ 
and  three  thoufand  national  volunteers ;  another  ddctnt 
was  to  be  made  at  ibme  difbance,  and  a  certain  figpal 
was  agreed  upon.     The  fame  fignal  was  oblerved  in  the 
^  ifland,  and  the  troops  heard  the  following  words  pro- 
nounced through  a  (peaking  trumpet  >-7Ci<xrefi^  tame 
on  Jhorc;  wc  have  fvA  tofiight  the  tnemy*    TI1C  troops 
however,  lufpefling  the  delufion,  dpeciaUyastbeycoiudd 
obierve  with  their  glafies  that  the  invitation  came  fixxn 
perlbnsinthe  Sardinian  uniform.     The  (ccood  dekscot 
therefore  was  countermanded.     Cafa-Bkaca,*  bamaftr, 
iofivied  a  camp  at  the  difiance  of  half  41  leagw  ^i^  ^ 
^  town,  with  (itteen  pkces  of  cannon  and  (mvs  iiioc|ii|S9 
^  but  the  troops  u^cre  icized  with  an  inftantaneous  p^^wc, 
'they  miftook  the  word  of  command,  and  the  p^ktnojks 
(itied  upon  each  pther ;  the  fokliers  imaginc4  tbemldves 
totf  iveak  in  mxmbcrv  and  requeftod  to  bo  j^^embackcd^ 
'  gnd  ibme  oi  them  witboiitardeisbcgw  to  retwtowai^ 

the 
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the  (here.  In  this  di&greeable  fituation  the  general  was 
compelled  to  re«enibark  his  troops^  and  It  was  with  great 
difiictilty  that  he  was  able  to  uve  his  cannon.  When 
the  trcx>ps  returned  on  board,  Truguet  imaiediatdy  iet 
fail.  Ths  Leopard,  a  (hip  of  the  line,  ran  on  (hore^  but 
the  crew  were  faved.  A  tartan  which  ran  on  fliore  aUb> 
was  burned  by  the  Sardinians. 

This  failure  of  the  attack  upon  Sardinia  was  a  trivial 
misfortune  in  companion  with  the  hafty  retreat  and  final 
defadionof  Dumourier  in  the  Netherlands.  Soon  after 
that  general  quitted  Holland,  and  alTumed  in  perfon  the 
ctfmmand  of  the  tlifconcerted  arniies  of  Valence  and 
>liranda,  the  forces  of  the  Prince  of  Cobourg  and  general 
Clair&it  attacked  him  with  a  vigour  that  afbniflied  him, 
who  bad  but  a  few  months  before  driven  the  £une  troops 
out  erf  France,  and  through  the  Netherlands  into  Ger- 
many. He  (aw  with  mortification  and  difmay  the  laurds 
of  Gemappe  wither  on  the  plains  of  Tirlemont. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  the  Imperialifts  advanced  from 
Toiigires  towards  Tirlemont,   by  St.  Tron,   and  were 
attadked  by  general  Dumourier  iucce(Evely  on  the  loth 
.  and  the  folbwingdays.  The  firft  attempts  were  attended 
with  fuccefs.     Jhe  Auilrian  advanced  polls  were  obliged 
to  retire  to  St  Tron  through  Tirlemont,  which  they  had 
aUready  pafled.     On  the  1 8th  a  general  engagement  took 
place,  the  French  army  being  covered  by  Dormael,  and 
on  the  right  by  Vanden*  The  adion  continued  with 
giceat  obftinacy  on  both  fides,  from  (even  o'clock  in  the 
norniK^till  five  in  the  evening,  when  the  French  were 
obliged  to  fall  back,  and  the  Auftrian  cavalry  coming  up, 
put  them  entirely  to  flight.    The  lo(s  ia  each  army  was 
gneajt.    The  French  difplayed  confiderable  courage  and 
addreis,  but  were  overpowered  by  the  fuperior  numbers, 
and  perhaps  by  the  more  regular  difcipline  of  their  ene- 
mies, Dumourier  hiii^elf,  in  a  letter  to  gf^neral  Duval, 
'  layiof  this  batfle,  that  he  attacked  the  enemy  in  the  pUin 

Ff4  of 
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of  Newin^en,  and  fought  the  whole  day  with  hb  right 
wing  and  centre.  The  fett  wing  not  only  tou^t  ill,  but 
'abandoned  him  and  fled  beyond  Tiriemont.  H^  fortu- 
nately withdrew  the  right  wing  and  centre,  (kirmiflung 
itoiH  -the  igtli  to  the  2Qth ;  and  in  the  night  he  took 
•a  pofition  on  the  heights  of  Cumpitch. 

Dumourier  addrefled  another  letter  to  Boumonvill^, 
dated  the  28th  of  March,  in  which  he-gave  an  account 
6f  the  retreat  of  a.part  of  tlie  army  under  generals  NeuiUy 
and  Ferrand,  who,  by  the  defertion  of  a  great  number  ot 
vblunteers,  were^  obliged  to  evacuate  the  city  of  Mons 
during  the  night.    General  Marafle,  military  commander 
of  Antwerp,  capitulated,  by  that  method,  though  not 
the  moft  honourable,  yet  indifpenfably  neccflary,  fiwod  a 
'  body  of  ten  thoufand  men.     He  added  that  colonel  St. 
Clair  and  Theuvenot  were  attacked  without  meam  of 
defence :  that  thq  military  convoys  were  detained  at  Bro^, 
that  he  had  difpatched  fome  troops  in  order  to  hberate 
•tbofe  convoys ;  and  thit  be  had  fent  forces  to^  garrifen  St, 
Omcr,  Cambiiay,  and  all  the  places  on  the  line  fix)m 
Dunkirk  to  Givet.     At  this  perrod  Dumourier  defcribed 
.  the  army  as  in  a  Rate  of  the  utmofl  diforder,  and  as  hot 
having  provifions  for  more  than  ten  days.     He  iaid  that 
the  pretended  foccours  of  men  from  the  d^xurtments  of 
the  north  confiftcd  only  bf  old  men  andboys>  vAxOj  lb 
far  from  being  ufefol,  (erved  only  to  confume  the  provi- 
fions and  increafe  the  confufion.     Qe  dectaied,  that  if 
order  and  difcipline  were  n©t'  reftored— *thatif  fifty  audlo- 
tities,  each  more  abfurd  than  the  o^her,  coAtmuedto 
direft  all  political  and  military  operations,  France  wcfuld 
be  loft :  and  he  added j  that  with  a  fmall  number  of  biive 
•  men  he  would  bury  hirtiielf  underthe  ruiflsof  his  countiy. 
He  affirmed,  that  it  was  impoffiWe  for  him  to  ftop  the 
progrefiof  the  enemy,  whoj,  without  amufing  thenifcives 
with  fieges,  might,  with- an  army  of  twenty  thou&nd 
tavaliy,  lay  wafte  and  reduce  to  a(hcs  all  that  part  of  the 

country 
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country  ^ch  lies  in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis.  The 
French  Kners^l  conchided  this  melancholy  repnsfentotion 
with  beftowii^  eulogiums  on  the  clemency  .and  modera- 
tion of  the  Auftrians,  who,  heobferved,  were  entitled  to 
the  more  praiie,  as  from  the  examples  of  craelty  and  out- 
rage which  the  French  had  exhibited,  a  veiy  (fifierent 
condu&  on  their  part  might  havebeen  expeded.  «*  I  have' 
always  affirmed/*  lays  he,  "  and  I  repeat,  thBtz  republic 
can  only  be  founded  on  virtue,  and  th^it/reedommn  be 
maintained  only  by  order  and  wifiiom/* 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  proceedings  whicbpreosd^ 
the  final  defeAion  of  that  celebrated  geneial  mfm  the 
tepublicans  of  France,  whofe  conduA  he  feems  lUltier  to 
have  diiapproved  than  their  caufe.  His  -great  and'afiibi- 
«tiou8  mind  was  afl[^£led  even  to  deviation,  when  he 
had  loft  the  Alhuing  epithet  of  deliverer  6j  nati&fiSi  by 
the  rafhne6  <rf^  the  convention  and  the  ^irffigtd^ttity  6i 
mobs ;  and  it  will  perhaps  long  remain  a  doubt  \ri(!i 
^xeulathre  men,  whether  Dumoufier  would  not  ~hS^ 
continued  faithful  and  vidorious,  if  France  had  fcirbAded 
his  efforts  with  wildom  and  liberality,  immediately  after 
the  retitat  of  the  dtdce  of  BrunfwicK. 

The  fiequent  reproachful  addrefies  to  the  tibfl^fcntfbn 

from  theaeneral,  were  at  length  conftrued  by  thdn  into 

'  it^t  and  treafon.    .  He  had  been  too  itiudi  accuftoiited 

to  the  ftratagems  of  war  and  finefle  of  pohticsdtnuifiCAi^, 

not  to  be  prcvioufly  informed  of  the  defign  of  thecolii^n- 

taM  to  order  him  a  prilbner  to  their  bar.     When  the 

comnnffioners  of  the  northern  army  therefor  Came  "to 

Tooniay  with  an  evident  dei^  of  foundimg  hi^  inten- 

;tiom,   they  found  him  with  madame  Sillery,  yOiing 

£galit^,  md  Valence,  funounded  with  deputations  from 

the  diftri£k  of  Cambray.     The  interview  was  violent. 

.  Dumdurier  ig&prdfed  himfelf  %i  terms  of  involve  agaikift 

the  Jacobias.    "  They  will  ruin  France/'  fed  he;  **t)ut 

iliviM'feve  it,,  though  they  (h(Add  d^''>ii«'>ar€^^;  a 

Croihwell, 
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Cfomwell,  or  a  Monk.'*  The  commiflioneB  earned 
the  cooveriation  no  feutber.  Tbey  departed,  and  icior- 
ned  next  day,  determined  to  diflemble,  in  oidec  the  better 
to  dt(coiver  the  extent  of  tits  views.  Tbe  genoal  then 
became  more  ^cplicit ;  he  (aid  that  the  convention  woe 
a  herd  of  ruffians,  whom  he  held  in  abhonencc->--that 
the  voluakecrs  were  poltroom ;  but  that  all  their  efiort$ 
would  be  VBun.  "  As  for  the  reft,''  added  be,  **  there 
ftiU. remains  a  party.  If  the  queen  and  her  duldrra  are 
threatened,  I  will  maijch  to  Paris--«it  b  my  fixed  inten- 
tioD^raod  the  convention  will  not  exift  throe  weeb 
longer/'    The  commiifioners  aiked  him  by  what  means 

.  he.iratdd  rofdace  the  convention  f  Hisanfwer  was,  ^^  The 
xnetos.^  ^ready  fomied."     They  aiked  him  ^xdiether 

.  he  did  notwifli  to  have  the  lad  conftitution?  He  replied, 
that  it  qras  a  fooli(h  one :  he  expeded  a  better  from 
Condoooett  the  firft  conftitution,  with  all  its  impeifec- 
tipfis,  was  pcefemble.  When  they  aiked  him  if  he  wtlbed 

.  tQihavt  ii  king^  he  replied — ^*  We  muft  have  one.'*  He 
alfotokl  them,  that  he  was  employed  to  make  peace  for 
Ff^nce ;  that  he  had  already  entered  into  a  nc^odadon 
with  the  prince  of  Cobourg  for  an  exchange  of  prifbneis, 

c  and  for  the  puipofe  of  withdrawing  from  Holland  thofe 

.  e^lHfen  battalions  which  were  on  the  point  of  beiiig  cot 
ojt^     When  they  informed  him  that  ^o(e  negodadeos 

.  with  Cobouig,  and  the  peace  which  he  wifhed  to  prooAe 
iox  France^  woukl  not  change  republicais  into  royalifts, 
he  repeated  the  aflertion  that  he  would  be  ia  l4uns  in 
three  weeks ;  and  obferved,  that  fince  the  batde  of 
Gemappe  he  had  wq)t  over  his  iuccefsinfofaad  a  caofe. 
OuboilTon  then  propofed  to  coiumunicate  to  him  a  plan 
of  counter-revolution:  but  he  faid  that  'his  own  was 
better. 

The.  attempt  to  ^eft  an  able  general  at  the  head  of 

.  his  army,  did  not,  it  muft  be  confefted,  argue  a  fupefi(»r 

degree  of  wifdom  either  in  the  convention  or  ite  i^gents. 

As 
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As  (ooii  as  the  ipeckU  comcniffioiien  tberefcnfe  Arrived 
from  Paris  lor  that  purpoie,  and  announced  to  the 
general  tbeii  intention,  he  finiled,  and  aflwed  theai 
«'  that  be  valued  his  head  too  much,  to  iubmtt  it  to  a^ 
aibitiary  tribunal:"  and  immediately  ^ving  the  %»! 
Idr  a  body  of  iokliers  who  vmt  in  waiting,  he  ordered 
the  mini'fteit-of  war  Boumonviye  (who  was  ient  to  (uper- 
fode  hiai),laad  the  comimiffioneiB,  immediately  to  be 
convey^  to  the  Auftrian  bead  quarters  at  Mons,  as 
hoftages  fortbe  iafety  of  the  royal  family. 
'  DumSouricr,  however,  notwithftanding  his  ipleocfid 
talents^  appeals  to  liave  been  groiSy  miftaken  with  regard 
to  the  idifpofition  of  his  amiy.  They  were  ready  to 
lefent  to  a  faun  the  affiont  which  was  io  ionprudently 
o&red  to  tbeir  general,  in  ordering  him  to  appear  as  a 
..'Cnmiaal  at  Paris;  but,  when  he  came  to  propde  to 
thetathe  leftoration  of  royalty  in  the  perfon  of  theprince* 
and  to  turn  their  arms  a^nft  their  country,  the  pn^udi- 
ces  or  tins  patriotiim  of  Frenchmen  lafiumed  their  wonted 
influence,  and  they  confideied  it  as  their  duty  todifobey. 

The  gieneial  had  fcaicely  advanced  as  fiur  n  Cambmy  ^ 
before  he  found  his  army  gfndually  deferting.    The 
arCiUery  was  the  fiiil  corps  tluit  fbifbok  himi  and  they 
J  were  almoft  immediately  fbUowed  by  the  national  guards. 

M*  Dumourier  then  harangued  the  troops  d  the  line ; 

but  their  leply  was,  '^  that  though  they  loved  him  as  a 
.  nian»  and  venerated  him  as  a  general,  they  could  not 
.  figjht  agMnit  their  country.'  * 

Thus  deficated  ill  his  plan  oi  counter-revolution,  and 

finding  that  iu>  dependence  was  to  ba  placed  upon  the 

minority  of  the  army^  general  Dumourier,   with  two 
'  segioients  of  hotfe,  and  accornpanied  by  young  £galit6 

arid  fome  other  officers,  determined  to  make  his  e&Bpe 
.  to  the  enemy  at  Mons ;  where  after  a  dangerous  purfuit 

by  part  of  the  army  wlucb  he^  btely  commanded,  and 

\msjg  ijiotat  feveral  times,  he  at  Iragtli  arrived  fkfe,  at 

the 
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the  head  of  that  fmall  party  which  fttll  retained  their 
fidelity  to  their  iallen  commander. 

The  condu(^  of  ^neial  Dumourjer  has  afforded  room 
for  ntsuiy  conjefiures,  and  has  excited  a  variety  of  fufpi- 
cions.  The  democratic  party  do  not  fcrupk  to  aflcrt, 
that  it  was  long  his  intention  to  betray  his  country,  and 
that  he  was  adually  bribed  by  the  Imperialifts.  We 
muft  confefs  that  thefe  conjeftures  appear  fcatxrdy  to  be 
warranted  by  competent  evidence.  No  traitor  would 
have  fought  as  Dumourier  did  on  the  i8th  ;  and  had  it 
not  b^n  for  the  imprudent  and  abfurd  proceedriigs  of 
the  convention  in  denouncing  him  as  an  enemy  to  his 
countiy,  we  think  there  is  at  lead  a  probability  that  he 
would  have  remained  faithful  to  its  caufe.  The  afl^rtions 
of  thofe  who  think  differently  are  however  (trobg ;  and  it 
is  not  impoffiWe  tlmt  both  motives  might  have  concurrtd 
to  detach  him  fi:om  the  caufe  of  the  republic ;  it  is  not 
impoflible,  th^,  finding  a  fbx>ng  and  increafing  party 
againft  him  irn  Paris,  he  might  be  difpofed  to  liften  to 
the  advances  of  the  combmed  powers,  and  imight  in  tKefe 
drcmhfbinces  even  accept  the  w:^  of  corruption. 

We  (hoold'have  remarked,  thdt  general  1!)u!ndQfKr 
'had,  previous  to  his  intended  marcih  to  Paris,  efiabliftied 
'an  anpiflice  with  the  prince  de  Coboufg;  and  his  highnefe 
had  ffliled  a  tnoft  liberal  proclamation,  which  ilccon^rpa* 
lOed  the  addrefs  of  M.  Dumotirier,  and  which  affined 
the  French  fiation,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  4o- inter* 
fere  at  all  i^  the  internal  government  of  France,  and 
that  no  part  of  his  army  fhould  even  enter  the  fi^tier, 
unlefi  the  general  fhould  demand  a  fmdl  body  to  aft 
tinder  him  to  -fupport  his  motions,  and  to  cO-c^jerate  as 
.  friends  and  brothers  in  arms. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  this  fiberal*and  oonci- 
liatoiy  addrefs  fhould  have  been  tevoked  by  the  congiefs 
oi  general  officers,  which  was  held  at  Antwerp  on  tiie  8th 
of  Aprili  The  refolution  of  the  congcds  ^'to  commence 

apian 
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a  plan  of  aftive  operations  a^inft  France"  is  ftill  more 
deeply  to  be  regretted.  The  temper  manifefted  by  the 
troops  of  Dumourier,  their  obftinatc  adherence  tp  the 
republic,  (hould  have  damped  the  hopes  of  thofe  who 
wifh  at  this  crifis  to  force  ^  monarchy  upon  the  French 
nation.  A  monarchy  we  believe  they,  wovild  (hortly 
have,  if  left  to  themfelves;  for  what,  is  termed  pure 
democracy  is  no  other  than  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  and  that 
cannot  long  endure.  It  is  the  odium  which  the  combi- 
ned powers  firft  excited  a^inft  monarchy  by  the  le^ue 
of  Pilnitz,  and  their  hottile  invafion,  that  keeps  the 
French  united ;  and,  condufted  on  the  prefent  plan,  we 
can  fee  no  probable  ifTue  of  the  war,  but  an  immeoiip 
profufion  of  blood  and  treafure,  and  the  confederated 
powers  reduced  to  a  fimilai"  (late  of  bankruptcy  with 
France  itlelf,  in  attempting  to  fubdue  it. 

Amidft  this  accumulation  of  external  misfortunes,  the 
country  of  France  was  at  this  period  internally  agitated 
by  .the  mod  formidable  infurredions  in  different  parts. 
A  coniiderable  body  of  royalifts  aflembled  on  the  bank 
of  the  Loire,  and  threatened  the  reduQionof  Nantz.  In 
the  department  of  La  /end6e,  they  afliipied  the  denomi- 
nation of  the  Chriftian  Army,  and  were  commanded  by 
a  perionof  fome  note,  of  the  name  of  Joly.  Stroi^ 
iufpicions  have  been  entertained,  that  the  infitfgents  were 
fecrctly  aflMted  by  foreign  powers. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  a  member  of  the  national  con- 
vention enumerated  feveral  caufes  of  fufpicion  againft  the 
executive  council,  and  cited  diitind  charges  againft  the 
miniftei  Boumonville.  In  the  ame  fitting  the  commif* 
fioners  of  the  convention  at  Rochelle  announced,  that 
the  people  of  Nantz  had  made  a  fuccei^l  fally  againft 
the  revolters,  had  killed  twelve  hundred  on  the  (pot,  and 
captured  an  equal  number. 

On  the  &me  day  the  popular  fbciety  of  Toulon  de- 
xiounced  general  Baoli  as  a  fupporter  of  defpotiiin.  Th^ 

allied 
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alleged  that  the  general,  in  concert  with  the  adminiftm- 
tors  of  the  department,  had  inflifted  cVerj'  kiixl  of  bardfliip 
upon  the  patriots,  and  at  the  fame  time  iavoured  tlie 
emigrants  and  the  refraftory  priefts.  They  demanded 
that  his  head  ftiould  fall  under  the  avenging  fword  of  the 
law.  The  convention  decreed,  that  general  Paoli  and 
the  procurer  general  fyndic  of  the  department  of  Corfica 
(hould  be  ordered  to  the  bar,  to  give  an  account  of  their 
conduct* 

On  the  following  day  the^fl'embly  recehred  a  letter 
bom  gjeneral  Biron,  (latingj  that  though  the  fnow  lay 
deep  on  the  ground,  the  enemy  had  attacked  the  camp 
of  Braons  on  the  a  8th  of  March.  They  were  vigoroirfly 
repulfed;  and  he  added,  that  the  lofs  muft  have  been 
confideiable,  if  he  might  judge  from  the  quantity  of 
blood  and  of  fufils  left  in  the  field . 

It  was  the  4th  of  April  before  the  national  conventioa 
received  the  intelligence,  that  the  commilfioncrt  wIkmb 
they  had  fent  to  feize  Dumourier,  and  to  condudl  him 
a.prilooer  to  Paris,  had  themfelves  been  arrefled  by  that 
general  and  (ent  to  the  Auftrians.  On  the  receipt  of  this 
information,  the  convention  deaeed  a  laige  reward  for 
brineing  Dumburicr  to  Paris  dead  or  alive.  They  took 
the  5>eediefl  meafures  for  fecuring  the  peace  of  Pans,  and 
for  defending  the  frontiers. 

The  conflemation  which  the  defedtion  of  Dumourier 
had  created^  was  in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  letters  of 
the  5th  of  April,  from  the  commiflioncrs  of  the  northern 
arnty  to  the  convention,  informing  them  that  their  coun- 
try was  (aved>  that  the  camp  of  Maulde  was  difbanded, 
aixl  that  all  the  troops  had  forfaken  Dumourier. 
*  The  commiffionens  added,  that  relying  on  the  patri- 
otifm  and  adivity  of  gpner^  Dampierre,  the}'  had  ap- 
pointed h\ox  provifionally  commander  in  chief.  DuaK)tt- 
Tier  pafled  thix>ugh  the  camp  of  the  army  of  tl)e  Ardeimes, 
confining  of  twenty  battalions^  troops  of  the  line,  and 
c  volunteers. 
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volunteers,  with  a  park  of  artillery,  which  he  endeavoured 
to  (educe,  but  failed  in  his  attempt ;  and  they  univerially 
came  oyer  to  the  intereft  of  the  convention,  after  having 
been  exhorted  by  Becker,  aid-du-camp  to  generd 
Diretmann,  to  beware  of  the  dclufions  of  their  former 
commander,  who  only  told  them  they  flloukl  foon  have 
a  king  and  laws,  the  better  to  tffcQ.  his  own  ambitious 
projects. 

Our  readers  will  fcarcely  regret  the  misfortunes  and 
abafement  of  the  notorioua  duke  of  Orleans,  better  known 
at  prefent  by  the  proftituted  name  of  Philip  Egalite.  A 
decree  having  pafled  in  the  convention  for  the  banifhment 
of  all  the  Bourbons,  this  (hameful  monfter  lent  a  letter 
to  the  prefident,  defiring  to  know  whether  he,  as  a  repre^ 
fentative  of  the  people,  could  be  included  in  the  deaw; 
when  fuch  was  the  indignation  even  of  this  fadious  aflem- 
bly,  that  the  affirmative  refounded  from  every  part  of  the 
hall. 

In  a  difpatch  dated  April  the  10th,  the  commiffioners 
at  Valenciennes  informed  the  convention  tliat  the  enemy 
were  preparing  apparently  for  the  attack  of  Conde,  but 
that  the  foldiers  who  compofed  the  garrifon  of  that  place 
were  determined  to  defend  themi^Ives  like  true  republi- 
cans— that  a  fpirit  of  order  b^an  to  be  re-eilablifhed 
among  the  troops,  and  tlut  they  hoped,  when  the  army 
was  convinced  refpefling  the  traitorous  defigns  of  Dun^ou- 
rier,  that  their  errors  would  be  changed  into  indignation^ 
and  their  defeats  into  vidories. 

In  the  mean  time  the  conflift  of  parties,  which  was 
fhortly  to  break  out  into  open  outrage,  began  to  agitate 
the  convention,  and  the  violence  or  the  crimte  o?  the 
notorious  Marat  at  length  produced  his  aocufation  and 
imprifonment.  He,  as  prefident  of  the  Jacobins  of  Paris, 
had  ligned  an  addrefs,  invoking  aU  the  popular  focieties  to 
exert  themfelves  for  the  evpulfion  of  thofe  ^*  unfaithful 
members  of  the  convention  who  betrayed  theif  tnift,  and 

who 


448  HISTPRY  OF  THE 

who  did  not  vote  for  the  death  of  a  tyrant. '•  At  ten  in 
the  evening,  on  the. 13th  of  April,  the  appel  nominal  on 
the  decree  againfl  this  infolent  aflafSn  commenced,  and 
after  a  tumultuous  fitting  of  the  whole  night,  the  refult 
was  announced  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning:  out  of 
three  hundred  and  thirty-fix  votes,  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two w.ere  for  the  decree  of  accufation.  In  confequence 
the  decree  was  pronounc6i  againft  .Marat,  and  he  was 
committed  to  the  Abbaye  prilbn.  After  fo  grofs  an  infult 
on  the  principles  of  juftice,  and  on  the  peace  and  liberty 
of  thereprefentative  body,  it  is  furprifing  that  a  jury  could 
be  found  abandoned  enough,  to  acquit  fo  notorious  a 
delinquent;  but  he  was. too  great  a  favourite  with  the 
populace  to  fall  by  a  legal  decifion  in  a  city  where  the 
tnultitude  are  fovereigns.  He  was  acquitted  by  the  tribu- 
nal; and  his  return  to  the  convention  was  a  triumphal 
entry,  in  which  that  aflembly  was  difgraced  in  the  lame 
manner  as  their  predcceilbrs  on  the  infamous  20th  of 
June. 

Upon  the  news  of  the  defection  of  Dumourier,  general 
Kellermann,  who  commanded  the  army  of  the  Alps, 
aflembled  his  troops,  and,  in  the  prefence  of  the  confti- 
tuted  authorities,  addrefled  them  upon  that  fubjefi. 
The  fpldiers  univerfally  teflified  their  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  anfwered  the  addrds 
of  their  general  by  (wearing  by  their  arms  that  thpy  would 
fupport  the  republic  and  hberty. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  in*  agitation,  the  national 
convention  received  a  letter  from  Dampierre,  gener^  oi 
all  the  forces  at  Valenciennes,  datal  the  13th  of  April ; 
in  which  he  fays,  "  The  enemy  attacked  our  advanced 
pofb  at  this  place  in  fix  different  points;  they  were 
however  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  In  the  advanced 
guard,  which  I  commanded,  we  had  much  die  advan- 
tage. I  have  nefumed  the  camp  of  Famais.  I  cannot 
beRow  too  high  prufes  on  the  couragq^and  ardour  of  the 

foldieis 
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foldiers.  I  can  afiure  you  that  in  a  little  time  the  aimy 
will  recover  that  fuperiority  Which  it  loft  only  by  the 
treachery  of  thofe  who  commanded  it."* 

I've  days  after  this,  the  minifter  at  war  received 
another  letter  from  the  fame  gsieral,  in  which  he 
informed  him,  •*  that  the  advanced  guard  of  the  French 
army  behaved  with  the  ^me  bravery  as  the  day  before, 
and  that  they  had  repulfed  the  Aufthans,  who  attacked 
them  very  brifkly." 

One  of  the  general's  aides-du-camps  confirmed  by  his 
pcrfonal  teftimony  the  bravery  of  the  troops,  and  obfer- 
ved,  that  on  the  J4th  they  yielded  to  numbers,  but  on 
the  15th  they  wei^e  viftorioiis.  He  added,  that  the 
prince  de  Cobourg  and  his  officers,  b)  their  ipeeches, 
lettcfrs,  and  anions,  appeared  deiiroUs  of  peace;  and 
intimated  further  to  the  convention,  that  a  miiunder- 
.  ftanding  prevailed  among  the  combined  powers. 

Such  reports  are  common  in  the  varying  circuit  of 
political  affairs.  Too  many  interefts,  however,  confpired 
to  render  fuch  an  event  probable.  The  Auftrians  are 
fighting  their  own  battles  at  a' more  ea(^  expence  than  if 
they  were  left  alone :  the  king  of  Prulfia,  in  the  eafy  and 
neglig^t  manner  in  which  he  conduds  the  war,  is  onlv 
anmfii^  a  part  of  his  numerous  armies;  while  at  the 
fame  time,  by  the  continuance  of  hoftilities  on  the  fide 
of  France,  the  eyes  of  Europe  are  diverted  firom  his 
depredations  in  Poland.  The  Britifh  miniftry  know, 
that  on  the  continuance  of  the  war,  diey  muft  depend 
for  remaining  in  office,  as  war  and  peace  are  feklom 
made  in  this  country  by  the  fame  adminiftrations:  and 
the  empreis  of  Ru0ia«  who  is  really  the  foul  of  the  whole 
confederacy,  is  enjoying  in  fecret  the  diftrefles  of  other 
'  powers,  who  are  weakening  and  exhaufting  themlelves, 
^ile  (he  is  gaining  immenfc  acceffions  of  territory,  and 
contributes  neither  men  nor  money  to  a  war  in  which  fhe 
invited  all  Europe  to  unite. 

.  Gg    '  CHAP. 
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Re-organization  of  the  Fro^cb  anp^-^A£tioii  near  St.  Aniiiid«- 
t)eath  of  eeneral  Dampierre— ^Rights  of  man — Revolution  of 
the  ^ift  of  M^ — New  conilitution— Critique  upon  it — Spi- 
rited attack  of  Cufiine  on  the  Phiffiians — French  diflodged  from 
•  FamArt— A^ion  near  Arlon^-Siege  and  capture  of  Meotz^ 
.  Surrender  of  Conde  and  Valenciennes:— French diQod^ed  from 
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annies-— Succefiei  of  the  French  againft  the  rebels  in  La  Van- 
dee-^ifafPedion  pf  the  fouthernprovinccs — Revolt  of  Lyons, 
M^feiUois,  and  Toulon'^-  Subroillion  of  the  Marfeillois — Sur- 
render of  Toulon  to  the  Englifh — Redudlipn  of  Lyons — Aflaf* 
finatiott'Of  Marat— Removal  of  the  queen  to  the  Conciergerie 
— -Tn^I  an«  I  execution  of  general  Cuftine — Trial  and  execution 
of  the  queen-T-New  calendar— Decree  again  ft  ioreigoers — Exe- 
cution of  the  Gironde  party-^Refledlions  on  the  prefent  R^:c 
of  France. 

J[^  H  E  d^fe^ion  of  general  Dumourier  difappointed,  in 
its  confequence^  the  expeftations  of  Europ^,  The  bift 
re(i4t  that  could  be  apprehended  from  fo  important  an 
.event  was  the  entire  diflblution  of.  the  northern  anny; 
but  even  thisefTcdt  did  not.  enfue,  and  in  le(s  than  a  month 
^neral  Dampierre  was  enabled  to  reftorc  to  order  and 
difcipline  the  difcxrgani^ed  troops,  and  to  lead  them  to 
afltion,  if  not  to  viftor)'. 

In  a  well-contefled  battle,  on  th^  8th  of  May,  near 
St,  Anumdf  between  the  combined  armies  and  the 
French^  Dampierre  was  mortally  wounded,  and  foon 
after  died.  His  laurels  had. not  ^rived  at  a  fufiicient 
maturity  to  be  aflailed  by  the  blaftsof  envy  or  of  £a/^ioo, 
but  accompanied  him  in  their  full  bloom  to  his  grave. 
The  efiuiion  of  human  blood  was  the  prinppal  event  of 
thii^  adkion ;  the  Auftrians  ate.  (ai4  to  have  loft  two  thou- 
(and  men,  the  French  nearly  the  fame  number,  but  the 
\ds  of  the  EngliOi  is  vet  utduiown.     * 

Gencnl 
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Geneiial  Caftine  cofmmander  of  the  lurmies  dt  the 
Rhine  and  Mofdle,  bformed  the  convei^lioa  fdx>ut:  tbv» 
time,  tliat  he  bad  been  gro%  iofukcd  by  three  of  the^ 
cocnmifliQQers,and  complained  tliat  he  was  accused  reipect- 
ing  a  letter  which  his  b^  wiitten  to  tlie  Duke  of  firuof- 
wick,  id  what  oianner  the  ^^ner^d  was  iatisfied  we  arc 
not  informed ;  but  that  he  vvis,  is  evident  from  his  accept- 
ance of  the  command  of  the  armies  of  the  north,  ibon 
after  their  retieat  from,the  camp  of  Famars.  The  fen- 
timent,  however,  which  he  appears  to  have  excited  on 
this  occ^on  proved  afterwaros  feital  to  this  able  and  ill- 
ticated  officer: 

The  national  convention,  on  the  loth  of  May^  took 
Mfieflion  of  their  new  hall  d  ai&mbly  in  the  palace  of  tbe 
Tbuttleries,  and  on  that  day  they  hud  the  fhfl:  ilone  of 
the  new  edifice.of  the  conftitution :  the  >txani^ions  of 
;tbis  day  may  perhaps  es^piain  to  the  thinking  world,  the 
temper  and  fentiments  of  France  with  refpedt  to  govern* 
ment*  On: the  one  hand  it  was  propoled  that  a  focial 
cdmpaft  (hould  be  deaeed  before  the  conftitution.  On 
Ihe  contrary,  it  was  determined  that  a  nation  which  had 
prodaimed  the  rights  of  man,  could  have  no  other  ipcial 
compact  than  a  conftitution :  the  leaders  of  the  Jacobin 
pafty  contended,  that  modem  leg^flators  ought  te  ad 
preciiely  contiary  to  former  precedent ;  hitherto  the  art 
of  government  had  been  the  art  of  pillagii^  and  of  iul> 
jeding  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few ;  and  the  legif- 
iation  had  been  tlie  art  of  reducing  tbeie  crimes  into  a 
fyftem.  They  next  observed,  that  politicians,  hitherto 
k&  amdous  to  defend  liberty  thaq  to  modify  tyranny, 
have  thought  but  of  two  m^aosto  limit  the  power  of  the 
magifi|[ate — one  has  hten-  tlie  equilibrium  of  power,  the 
other  the  tdbunitian  aiatbojity.  The  equilibrium  of 
power  was  termed  a  cbinaeia ;  it  was  argued  that  we^nuft 
fuppofe  the  abfolute  miltity  ami  fufpoifion  of  government, 
if  the  rival  powers  did  not  jieccflanly  Q^eige  againft  the 

pcoplf 
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people ;  and  the  influence  of  gold  and  the  influence  of 
the  crown  utterly  deftroyed  this  boafted  balance.  Such 
were  the  pofitions  on  which  the  republicans  of  France 
grounded  the  new  fabric  of  their  conftitution,  which  wc 
ihall  prefently  have  occafion  to  review ;  but  it  is  neceflary 
previoufly  to  advert  to  the  revolution,  as  it  is  tenned,  (i 
the  31ft  of  May,  when  the  Gironde,  or  moderate  party, 
was  precipitated  from  power  by  the  turbulent  fadion  erf 
'  Marat; 

The  Gironde  ki  voting  for  the  death  of  the  king  de- 
feated, or  a  leafk  delayed,  the  execution  of  that  plot  which 
had  been  formed  by  their  adverfaries  for  their  dcllruftion. 
But  as  the  majority  of  that  party  had  voted  for  a  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  punifhment^  this  circumftance  was  artfully 
employed  by  the  Jacobins  in  the  hope  of  eqtoallyefFeftii^ 
their  purpofes ;  and  they  foon  fucceeded  in  rendering  the 
Gironde  completely  odious  to  the  populace  at  ledt  of 
Paris. 

From  the  moment  ih  which  Marat  had  been  com- 
mitted to  the  Abbaye,  the  deliberations  of  thelegiflatarc 
bad  b^n  almoft  entirely  confumed  in  mutual  recrimina- 
tions.    The  fitting  of  the  31(1  of  May  opened  at  half 
pad  Gx  in  the  morning,  and  did  not  cjole  till  ten  at  night, 
and  notwithftanding  a  mofl  perfuafivc  difcourfe  from 
Vei^niaux,  followed  by  feveral  conciliatory  motions  from 
Barrcre,  and  in  fpite  of  the  firmnefs  difplaycd  by  fetcral 
other  irembers,  Robefpierre,  Marat,  and  the  deputies  of 
the  commune,  were  finally  viftbrious.     A  petition  was 
received  from  the  conftitutcd  authorities  of  Paiis,  demand- 
ing "  that  the  members  of  the  commiffion  of  twelve, 
with  others  to  the  number  of  twenty-two,  who  had  been 
formeriy  maricedout  (among  whom  weic  Ifnard,  Guadet, 
Brifibt,  Vergnianx,  Genlbnne,  Barbatoux,  the  minifler 
ht  Brun,  and  the  ex-minifter  Roland)  Ihculd  be  decreed 
in  a  ftate  of  accufation  as  enemies  to  their  country/ 
This  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  Lanjuinais,  and 
-     ,  ^  feveral 
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levcral  others  prodaimed,  that  their  deliberations  were 
not  free;  and  ti^e  galleries  in  return  openly  menaced  thoie 
who  oppofed  themlelvcs  to  what  waa  called  the  wifti  of 
tlic  city  of  Paris. 

A  majority  of  the  convention  had  ordered  the  commit- 
tee of  twelve  to  be  re-eftabllfhcd.  The  deputies  of  Paris 
in  a  lofty  tone,  demanded,  that  it  (hould  be  again  dif- 
lolved.  They  informed  the  convention,  that  the  feftionn^ 
of  Paris  had  eftablifhed,  on  the  night,  preceding,  a  pro-, 
vifional  revolutionary  commune.  A  majority  of  the 
convention  was  difpofed  not  to  recognize  the  municipality 
thus  eftablilhed ;  but  they  at  length  were  compelled  not 
only  to  the  rec<^nition>.  but  alio  to  permit  that  the 
aflfembly,  thus  nomimtedi  fliould  grant  forty  fous  a  day 
to  each  of  the  fans  culottes  o^  Paris  ^ho  (hould  execute 
its  orders,  until  the  general  tranquillity  (hould  bereftored. 

After  this  general  federation  was  decreed  for  the  lOth 
of  Auguft.  On  the  following  day  (ift  of  June)  the 
Fauxbouigs  of  St.«Antoine  aqd  Marceau,  with  aU  the 
adherents  of  Marat  and  Robefpierre,  were  again  in  mo- 
tion. The  drums  beat  to  arms  in  eveiy  quarter;  few 
peribns  knew  what  was  tranfafting,  but  every  man  was 
at  his  ppfl.  At  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  it  was  known 
that  another  deputation  from  tlie  niuriicipality  was  about 
to  repair  to  the  convention,  who  had  adjourned  their  fit- 
ting^  at  five  o'clock  toeight  in  the  evenir^.  M.  Le  Brun 
with  M.  and  Madame  Roland  were  put  under  arreffi 
Clavieie,  the  late  minifterof  the  finances,  concealed  him* 
felf,  but  wrote  to  demand  that  he  might  be  pl^ed  under 
the  prote£tion  of  the  taw. 

On  the  2d  of.  June  the  convention  decreed  the  arreft  of 
all  the  members  of  the  committee  of  twelve,  Fonfrede 
and  St.  Martin  excepted.  Op  the  preceding  evening 
the  alarm  bells  were  rung.  When  the  re(pedive  depart- 
ments heard  of  the  impeachment  of  their  reprefentatives, 
a  confiderable  ferment  took  place,  an4  f everal  bodies  of 

men  . 
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inen  thtttLtened  to  march  to  Paris,  to  reftore  liberty  rt 
the  infoltcd  convention  ;  but  the  apparent  (boiigh  lal- 
]icioi}s  moderation  of  the  predominant  party,  and  thtf 
vigour  of  their  mcalurcs  to  repel  the  comrhon  enemy, 
fcrved  ih  mod  inftances  to  app0afe  the  refentment  ot  the 
ptovinces. 

The  members  oJF  the  convention  brdertd  under  an 
^trreft  iffued  an  addrets  to  the  French  people,  in  wbicfa 
they  devHope  the  caufes  of  the  kte  commotions  in  the 
Aiiembly  dcd  in  PAris  y  dnd  thi^ir  account  is  as  foOovis : 
'*  A  law  had  been  ena^ed  which  pntfcribcd  the  formation 
of  committees  in  the  different  fediofts  of  Paris,  deftined 
to  witch  over  foreigners  and  fpfpicibus  people.  This  htf 
iim  eluded*     Ififtead  of  tbofe  committees,  others  were 
forrned  in  the  moft  illegal  inahiief.  '  Thefe  comfnittces 
created  k  centrd  committee,  after  fofht  private  d^tibem- 
tioh,  fufpended  the  conftituted  authorities,  iuid  turned 
the  title  ot  the  revolutionary  counc3  pf  the  i3epattineot 
el  Paris,  and  alfo  invefted  ttfelf  with  a  didtatcirial  powd*. 
An  cxtraordinaiy  committee  had  been  Ifprmssd  in  the 
bofom  of  the  convention,  to  denounce  \ht  iOegd  aiid 
Jirbinar^'  aAs  of  the  conftituted  authorities,  and  to  caufc 
all  perlons  to  be  arrefted  who  diould  be  denounced  as 
chiefs  ot  confpiracies.     Oh  (he  iyth  of  May  tihefe  itw- 
iutionary  committees,  with  an  armed  foh?e,  demanded 
the  (uppreflJon  of  the  committee  fonned  by  the  cbflWi- 
tion.     This  requeft  was  decreed,  but  on  the  next  day* 
was  deterred  till  the  committee  (hould  have  made  tiieit 
report.    On  the  30th  of  May  they  intimiAcid  to  the 
convention  their  order  td  fupprefe  dieextraordinkry  <xiin- 
mittee.     Arfiidff  armed  petitioners,  furroudded  by  can- 
non, under  coritii^ual  infults  from  the  ^ieries,  iotue 
members  decreed  the  fijppreffjon  of  it.     On  the  fainoos 
"31(1  ot  May  the  generale  was  again  beaten,  the  taefia 
{^un^^d,  and  the  ^rt^-^guns  fifed.    At  thefe^fignals  tbc 
citizens  ficw  to  amis,  and  were  ordered  to  il&mfaie  round 
^-  the 
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the  cox^ventioh.  Some  Reputations  demanded  a  decree 
of  acculation  againft  thirty-five  memb^A  of  the  6)nvra^^ 
tioni^  The  alfcmbly  referred  this  to  the  cominiltec  of 
public  (afety,  enjoining  them  to  deliver  in  ^heir  repbrf 
within  three  days.  Qn  the  ift  of  June,  at  three  in  th«| 
aftempon,  the  revolutionary  council  of  Paris  ciarch^  at 
the  head  of  an  armed  force  to  inveft  the  hatidnal  hall» 
At  pight  they  ajjpeared  at  the  bar,  and  demaiided  a 
decree  of  acculation  againfl  the  denounced  mem^bers! 
The  convention  paflcd  to  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
ordered  the  pititioners  to  exhibit  the  proofs  of  the  crimes 
imputeid  to  the  accufed  members.  On  the  ad^of  June 
tHe  revolutionary  council  demanded,  for  the  "lafl  time; 
the  decree  of  accufation  againft  the  obnoxious  deputises: 
The  ^qpibly  pafled  again  to  the  order  of  the  day.  *  The 

Ejtioners  now  gave  a  fignal  to  the  fpeAators  to  leave  the 
jand-xu(h  to  arms.  About  noon  (he  generate  was 
beaten,  the  tqdin  founded;  more  than  a  hundred  cannoA 
(yrrounded  the  national  hall,  and  grates  were  formed  td 
beat  ted-hot  baills ;  catinon  were  pointed  towards  all 
tf^  avenues ;  the  gates  were  Ihut,  ana  the  centries  ordered 
to  Hop  all  the  menibersof  the  convention.  Many  of  the 
ihenibers  were  infultcd  by  the  fatellites  of  Manit.  The 
battalions,  which  feveral  days  before  fliould  have  marched 
agluinO:  the  royaliffcs,  fuddenly  arrived,  and  feized  on  the 
iipiQer  pofb  of  the  hall.  Affignats  and  wine  Were  diftri- 
biited  anxpng  them.  In  (hort,  the  reprefentativef  were 
inipriibi;ied  in  their  own  hall.  To  avert  the  rage  or  the 
peopfe,  it  was  ordered  that  the  committee  of  publie  - 
iafety.  Ib^d  "^^^  ^heir  report.  Barrcrc  mounted  the 
tribute,  And  propofed,  that  the  denounced  ^  members, 
againft  whom  no  proof  of  the  imputed  crimes  had  been 
produced,  fliould  be  invited  to  fufpend  themfdves  from 
their  iiififtidns.  Some  of  them  fubmitted  to  this  mea- 
fare.  At  length  an  end  was  put  (o  the  fitting,  the 
prefidtnt  walked  out  of  the  hall  at  the  tiead  ot  the 
convention,  and  ordered  the  centries  to  withdraw. 

Gg4     ^  .   "The 
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«*Tbc  convention  reached  the  middle  of  the  cour 
without  meeting  any  refiftance ;  but  being  arrived  there 
the  commander  of  the  armed  force  ordered  them  to 
letum.  The  prefident  told  him,  the  convention  was 
rot  to  be  diiflated  to ;  that  it  held  its  authority  indepen*' 
dent  of  any  other  power  than  th^  ^French  people,  and 
that  they  alone  had  a  great  ri^t  to  command  it.  The 
commandant,  Henriot,  dre  v  his  iword,  ranged  his 
:  cavalry  in  order  of  battle,  and  ordered  the  cannoniers  to 
point  their  capnon.  His  (oldiers  were  ready  to  fire — The 
prefident  turned  back,  the  members  followed  him,  and 
attempted  every  outkt  in  order  to  eicape,  but  every 
aVcnuc  vt^  clofed  or  defended  by  cannon.  At  length 
the  allembly,  unable  to  retire,  refumed  their  fit  ring; 
find  fome  deputies  decreed,  that  the  obnoxious  members 
fhould  be,  put  under  arreft  at  their  own  boufes.  On 
the  propofdl  of  Marat,  Couthon  demanded  that  Valaze 
and  Louvet  fhould  be  added  to  that  number:  fome 
members  ^vc  their  confent,  for  the  greater  part  ot  them 
did  not  like  to  take  any  fhare  in  thofe  humilitating 
deliberations.  After  the  decree  was  figned,  a  deputation 
,  made  its  appearance,  to  teflify  its  approbation  of  the 
decree,  and  offered  an  equal  number  of  citizens  as 
boflages  for  the  arreflcd  members." 

After  thefe  commotions  had  fubfided,  the  tirft  (fcp  of 
the  triumphant  party  was  to  complete  the  conflitution. 
The  national  convention,  on  the  23d  of  June,  rfTued 
a  proclamation  of  the  rights  of  man,  as  a  preface  to  their 
new  form  of  government,  which  is  contained  in  thirty- 
five  articles.  It  dates,  that  the  end  of  (bciety  is  the 
general  hai^pinefs :  the  rights  of  man  arc  equal  liberty, 
fafcty,  »nd  the  proteftion  of  property — a  free  people 
know  no  other  motive  of  prefertnce  ih  their  eiedion 
to  offices  than  virtue  and  talents — the  law  is  the  protec- 
tion of  liberty,  and  jultice  its  rule — all  perfons  have  a 
right  to  afrcmble  pcace::bly  for  public  worfliip,  without 

any 
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any  proKibition  from  particular  feQs. — The  law  docs  lio^ 
acknowledge  fervitude  or  llavcry;  the  contra&  betwedi 
mailer  andfervant  is  only  ai>  eng^ementof  attention 
and  gratitude,  between  the  man  who  labours  and  the 
man  who  employs  him.  Every  one  has  a  right  to 
difpofc  ot  his  property,  revenues,  labour,  and  induftiy, 
according  to  bis  pleoiure. .  Society  is  obliged  to  ptovide 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  unfortunate,  either  by  procur* 
ing  them  work,  or  maintaining  thofe  who  are  unable  to 
labour.  The  concluding  article  ftates,  that  when  the 
government  violates  the  rights  of  the  people,  infurredion 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  people.  A  few  days  after  the 
publication  ot  this  declaration,  the  aflembly  announced  ' 
the  completion  of  the  new  conftitution  of  France^ 
which  had  been  difcufled  article  by  article,  and  pafled 
as  the  conflitutional  a£c  within  the  (pace  of  a  fortnightl 
It  is  introduced  by  the  following  fentence— "  Th^ 
French  republic  honours  loyalty,  courage,  ag^,  filial 
piety,  and  misfortune.  It  puts  the  depofit  of  its  confti^ 
tutbn  under  the  guard  of  all  the  virtues."  It  conGfh 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  articles,  arranged  undeir 
^neral  heads,  of  which  the  fdlowing  are  the  moft 
important : 

The  rights  of  citizens  are  acquired ;  as  to  natives,  by 
birth;  foreigners  acquire  them  by  marrying  a  French 
woman,  by  being  domilicitated  in  France  for  one  yeaf, 
by  maintsuning  an  aged  perfbn,  or  adopting  a  child* 

The  fbvereignty  dt  the  people  is  next  proclaimed. 

The  primary  affemblies  are  compofed  of  two  hundred 
citizens  at  leaft,  and  fiJc  hundred  at  the  mofi,  of  thofe 
who  have  been  inhabitants  for  fix  months  m  each  canton. 
The  elcftions  are  made  by  billet  or  open  vote,  at  the 
option  of  each  voter.  The  fuffrages  upon  hiws  are 
^ven  by  yes  or  no. 

Of  the  national  reprefentatives  the  population  is  the 
Ible  balls.     There  is  one  deputy  for  every  forty  tlioufand 

individuals. 
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i^iinduals.  £:^ch  rc-union  of  primary  a^itifalib  n:(ult-. 
ipg  from  4  populs^lipn  of  frocq  thirty-ntpe  tboulaod  to 
fprty-oqe  thp^i^nd  fouk,  nominates  djreftly  one  deputy- 
Ttic  Flinch  nation  affemble  every  year  911  the  firft  of 
IVfay^  for  the  el^io^.  The  primary  afleml>lies  arc 
fomed  upo|i  extraordinary  occafions,  on  the  demand  of 
%  ^ftH  of  \\\t  citizens  who  have  a  right  to  vote  in  them ; 
bv|t  tl^e  extr^qrdinary  aflemblies  only  deliberate  when 
iflOfp  tji^  the  half  of  the  citizens  ^  prefent. 

ElfsAqra}  aflemblies  ^  formed  by  the  citizens  united 
\fk  privn^^Y  a£[emblie$»  who  name  one  eledor  for  every 
\vfp  hundred  f:itizensf,  and  m  prc^rtion. 

The  kgiilatiye  body  holds  its  IciGon  for  ,a  year,  and 
|ls  firft  piee(ing  is  thp  ^  Qf  fuly.  Its  members 
fcai|i)gt  bp  tried  for  the  opinions  Ithey  hAve  delivered  in 
ti^fs  n^ion^  ^embly. 

The  f^Qions  of  the  l^ilative  body  are  to  piopqfe 
IHISf;  i|^d  P^  .decree^,  {upeiintend  public  inftnidiqlt 
tiip  mtiopsu  domain^  and  make  the  declarations  of  war; 
tQ  i^rQV^de  for  the  defence  of  the  territory,  and'ratffy 

The  ft)mi»tiooi  of  the  l^-W  is  as  follows:  T^e  plan  of 
a  law  is  preceded  by  a  report;  and  the  difcuffion  of  it 
'  canpQt K^pla^  tiU  fifteen  days a&er  the  xepoit  ismade. 
The  ploo  is  printfidj  and  fent  to  all  the  CQmmunes  of 
^  repi^blic  undcx  <his  ^itle.  "  JLaw  propofed.'*  Forty- 
day^  after,  the  law  .proposed  k  jent  to  the  departments; 
if  io  moce  than  half  of  the  d^artment?  the  tenth  of  the 
primary  afle;nblies  of  each  have  nqt  objqQed  to  it,  the 
plan  is  aqcepted,  jind  becomes  a  law* 

The  executive  council  is  qompoled  of  twenty-four 
metnbetB,  for  y^hich  tlie  ^lo^Qral  aflembly  of  each 
jdepantment  nominate?  one  candidate.  The  }egjfflative 
body  choole  the  members  of  the  council  from  thegpoe- 
lal  lift.  Ooe  half  of  it  i^  renewed  by  each  l^;ii]ature, 
inihe  laft  acionth.of  the  fe0ion.     It  nominates^  xx>t  qf 
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its  own  body,  the  agents  in  chief  of  the .  general  admi^ 
niftration  of  the  republic.  The  legiflativc  body  deter«- 
mines  the  number  and  the  fundions  of  thefe  agents. 

Civil  juftice  is  adminidered  by  juRices  of  the  peace 
deded  by  the  citizens,  in  circuits  determined  by  tdo 
law.  They  conciliate  and  judge  without  expenoeN»rf 
Their  number  arid  their  competence  are  detemainablo 
by  the  legiflature.  The  juftices  of  the  peace  are  ele&ed 
every  year.   * 

In  criminal  cafes  no  individual  can  be^tried^  but  on» 
an  examination  received  by  a  jury,  or  decreed  by  the 
Icgiflative  body.  The  b&  and  the  intention  are  dcdastd 
by  a  jury  of  judgment.  The  punifhment  is  applied  by 
a  criminal  tribunal.  The  criminal  jxidges  are  de<%ed 
yearly  by  the  eledoral  aflemblies. 

The  general  force  ci  the  republic  is  coneipoled  of  the 
whole  people.  All  the  Frendi  are  ioldiers ;  they  aie 
all  exepciiod  in  the  ufe  of  arms.  No  armed  body  can 
deliberate.  The  putUc  foroe^  empl(^ed  againft  enenaifiS 
60m  without^  ads  under  the  orders  of  the  ieaoeciitive 
council. 

National  conventions  may  be  appointed  on  extiaor^ 
dinary  occalions.  If,  in  a  m^onty  of  the  departments, 
the  tenth  of  the  primary  ailembdies  oi  eadi,  r^ularl^ 
formed,  demands  the  revifion  of  the  conftitutional  ad^ 
the  legi^tive  body  is  bound  to  convoke  aU  the  prioianf 
aflemblies  of  the  republic,  to  know  if  there  be  ground 
'  lor  a  nati(xial  convention.  The  national  coavention  is 
formed  in  the  lame  manner  as  the  l^Aatuies,  iuid 
finites  in  itfelf  the  fame  power. 

llader  the  title  of  the  correfpondence  of  the  Fiench 
irepublic  with  foreign  nations,  we  find  the  French  people 
is  the  friend  and  natural  ally  of  every  iree  people.  £t 
does  not  interfere  in  the  government  of  other  nations. 
Jt  does  not  fuffer  other  nations  to  interfere  in  »tbe 
.government  of  its  own.    It  g^ves  an  afylum  to  foreigners 

banifhed 
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banifhod  from  their  country  for  the  caafc  of  liberty. 
It  does  not  make  peace  with  an  enemy  that  occupies  its 
territory. 

-,We  may  obferve  with  Condorcet,  that  the  firft 
cf^eAion  which  naturally  arifes  to  this  conftitution,  is 
thehafte  in  which  it  has  been  formed.  To  this  objedion 
it  is  anfwered — that  though  the  certainty  that  man  can 
never  reach  entire  perfeftion  in  any  thing  that  he  under- 
takes, implies  that  the  more  care  and  deliberation  he 
employs,  the  more  likely  he  is  to  approach  thisdefired 
pointy  yet  refpe6king  tbb  new  conflitution,  it  muft  be; 
lemembered,  that  tor  foo^e  time  a  (cries  of  writers, 
whole  works  all  Europe  has  admired,  had  prepared  the 
way  for  the  legiflators  of  France :  and  that  for  four  years 
they  have  morc  or  le(s  direfUy  difcufled  and  laid  the 
bafis  on  which  the  conftitution  now  fubmitted  to  the 
French  was  erefted.  In  fine,  if  the  wprk  be  gQody 
every  moment  that  was  faved  will  entitle  the  legiflators  fo 
much  the  more  to  the  efteem  of  the  public. 

Some  obje6lions  of  more  eflential  importance  feem  to 
ftrike  us  in  an  impartial  review  of  this  plan  of  govern- 
ment. Difmiffihg  entirely  for  the  prefent  all  predilec- 
tion for  monarchy,  the  point  to  be  confidered  is,  how 
iar  it  is  likely  to  anfwer  the  end  of  a  republican  lyftem* 
In  this  view,  we  do  not  fee  upon  what  grounds  the 
excellent  mode  of  ele£ting  the  legiilature,  through  the 
medium  of  eleftoral  affemblies,  .  was  laid  afide. — 
Mr.  Burke's  objedions  to  this  fyftem.were  not  likely 
to  be  recommended  by  hb  authority  to  the  French ; 
and  furely  no  plan  could  be  better  devifed  for  the 
prevention  of  intrigue,  venality,  confufion  and  tumult, 
than  this  arrangement.  Again,  as  the  legifUtive  body  is 
to  be  foro^ed  on  the  bafis  of  population,  it  ought  to  be 
fpecitied  how  and  when  that  proportion  fhould  be 
afcertained ;  but  we  apprehend  that  a  ftill  funpler  mode 
would  have  been,  to  proceed  in  tlw  ekdtions  according 

to 
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to  clitlrifts,  taking  for  a  guide,  as  to  the  number  of 
rcDrefcntatives,  the  prelent  population;  and  allowing 
future  legiflaturcs  to  alter  the  number  upon  ocrtaia 
principles,  in  proportion  as  the  population  might  be 
,  found  to  var}'. 

Tlie  eleftions  are  too  frequent;  and,  however  vifion- 
ary  politicians  may  flatter  llKmfelves,  nothing  is  more 
likely  to  eftablifh  an  arittocratical  intereft  in  republican 
govcrments  than  frequent  eleflions.  Tlie  choice  of 
rcprefentatives  then,  from  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
the  ciRumftance,  becomes  a  mere  matter  of  courfe; 
cleAion  dwindles  to  a  kind  of  conge  d'elire,  and  the 
appointment  in  time  becomes  hereditary. 

The  referring  of  every  law  for  confirmation  to  the 
primary  aflemblies  is  a  prepofterous  meafurc.  The  tacit 
confent  of  the  people  is  given  to  every  law  againft  which 
they  do  not  cxprtflly  protefl :  ior  we  think  the  people 
at  langc  have  a  right  in  every  government  to  proteft 
againu  a  law  which  they  find  gnevous  and  oppreifive. 
But  to  refer  it  direfUy  to  them  for  difcuffion  is  fuiely  an 
abfurdity. 

The  appointment  of  the  executive  power  is  the  great 
difficulty  in  all  democratical  (yftems.  The  mode 
adopted  by  the  French  appears  too  complex — It  has 
however  one  excellence,  viz.  that  minifters  cannot  now, 
as  by  the  firfl  conftitution,  be  removed  on  the  harangue 
of  fome  demagogue  in  the  aflembly;.  and  they  will 
therefore  be  able  to  aft  with  more  energy  in  their  general 
departments.  On  the  whole,  however,  notwithflanding 
thefe  defefts;  and  though  we  cannot  be^  iuppoied  to 
retain  any  very  flrong  predileftion  for  its  authors,  wc 
think  this  conftitution  greatly  preferable  to  that  ma&  0/ 
metaphyiical  abfurdities,  which  was  prefented  to  the 
convention  by  Con^iorcet,  under  the  name  of  a  confti- 
tution. ,      .     . 

Having 
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Havii^  thus  takctiva  (bort  view  of  the  civil  cdmmo-» 
tioTis  and  the  politrcal  regulations  of  France,  we  ftiatt 
once  more  revert  to  its  military  operation?.  Though 
the.prefent  combination  againft  this  fing^e  Ibite  exceeds 
almoft  any  thing  recorded  in  the  hidolric  page,  its 
progrefs  has  not  been  in  proportion  5  and  this  ciraxm- 
ftance  confideicd,  itsfuccefe  may  be  termed  incotifideia- 
ble.  Befdre  the  tedious  fi^es  of  Conde  and  Valenci- 
ennes took  place,  there  were  two  a6tions  Which  merit 
attention ;  one  ney  Carlberg,  the  other  near  the  village 
of  Famars. 

In  thebeginning  of  May  general  Cuftinefomied  a  def^n  . 
of  cdtting  o£F  from  the  enemy  a  body  of  (even  or  eight 
thoufand  men  who  had  advanced  as  far  as  Rheinzobern; 
but,  to  fucced,  it  was  neceflary  to  araufe  tlie  PruflGans  in 
all  parts,  and  to  deftroy  tlie  dieft  of  the  cavalry  and  infan- 
try  which  they  had  at  Landau.  Had  he  retained  the 
command  of  'this  army,  he  faid  he  (hould  have  deferred 

'that  ertterprife  till  the  commencement  of  June,  and  then 
the  army,  better  exercifed,  would  have  been  in  a  cohdi-^ 
tion  to  execute  it  completely ;  but  reflefting  that  he  was 
about  to  depart  and  take  upon  hhn  the  command  ot  the 
army  of  the  North,  he' determined  to  attempt  anaiftion 
to  prevent  the  Pruffians  from  takir^  advantage  of  their 
jgood  pofition,  He,  therefore,  fent  orders  to  general 
Houchard  to  attack  in  the  rcar  Limbeig  and 'Carlberg; 
with  the'arniy  of  the  Mofelle,  while  Pulli  Ihouldbekept 
in  check,  and  attack  with  the  reft  of  the  corps  des  Vata- 
ges,  -a  Pruffian  coips  who  had  advanced,  and  while  gene- 
ral Sulelc  with  nine  battalions  and  iome  cavalry  (hoold 
advance  towards  Amvciler  to  moleft  the  enemy.  The 
fame  day  the  grtfnfon  of  Landau  had  orders  to  occupy 
the  banks  of  the  canal  of  Anwieler,  the  vifieyards  and 
village  of  NtiftJefff,  with  feveral  other  pofts,  and  to  give 
the  Pruffians  reafon  to  apprehend  that  they  (hookl  be 

-attacked  on  the  rear,  in  cafe  they  (hould  attempt  any  move* 

miDti 
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nlents*     Me  alio  caufed  a  report  to  be  fpread  in  the 
Pruilian  army  that  (he  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the  MofeHe 
had  arrived,  a^  well  as  part  of  the  artillery  of  Strafbouig* 
In  the  mean  time  general  Ferierr  who  commanded  forty 
battalions,  was  ordered  to  Aiew  himfelf  to  the  enemy  till 
he  (hould  hear  that  the  engagement  had  commenced,  and 
to  attack  them  in  the  wood  of  Rheinzadern,  and  the 
Auftrians  who  were  in  it  beyond  the  village.     Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  orders,  Cufline  oblerved,  that  he  did  npt 
fee  his  troops  appear  till  eleven  o*cIock,  at  which  time 
gexieiul  Oiretmann  had  commanded  4  retreat,  becaufe  the 
troops  beipg  fatigued,  could  neither  procure  provifions  or 
drink.     The  general  himielf  began  to  march  at  eight 
o'cipck  in  the  evening,  with  twenty- (ix  battalions  and 
eight  r»ments,  to  the  beigjbts  near  Infheim ;  but  feyeral 
unavoi(kble  delays,  prevented  him  from  arrivii^  dt  that 
place  till  five  in  the  morning.  The  advanced>guard,  under 
the  command  of  general  Landremont,  kept  back  the 
enemy,  and  prevented  them  froni  quitting  the  forrfl  of 
Germerweini.     While  general  Landremont  was  thus 
enga^g  the  Auftrian  army»  and  preventing  them  from 
advancing,  the  maip  anny  extended  itfelf  to  tlie  hdghts 
of  Rulflieim,  and  proceeded  as  fiir  as  that  village.    Cuf^ 
tine  charged  two  divifions  of  dragoons  with  vigour,  who 
fled  after  lufbuning  confiderable  lo^.     Among  the  num- 
ber of  the  dead  were  threp  officers.  The  general  obferved, 
that  had  it  not  ^  been  for  the  in&tuation  of  a  battalion, 
who  miftook  the  French  cavalry  for  that  of  the  eneJny, 
this  day  would  have  been  glonous  for  the  troops  of  the 
Republic ;  they  anlwered  all  attempts  to  rally  them,  only 
by  difcharges,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  they  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  refumc  their  ranks.     The  general 
was  inJFormed  that  this  event  was  occafiohed  by  the  com- 
mander, who  began  the  cry,  of  treachery.  He  was  arre^, 
«Ki  it  was  faid  he  defboycd  himfel£    "  This  day,  which 
plight  to^have  beeiifo  mempxablc/'  iaid  CulUne,  « tcr^ 
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roinated  by  the  Staking  of  onfc  peice  of  cannon,  and  a  vcfjr 
great  number  of  prifoncrs/' 

On  the  23d  of  May  after  a  feverc  confliS,  in  which 
the  Englilh  troops,  under  the  commahd  of  the  duke  ot 
York,  fuffered  confiderably,  the  French  were  diflodged 
from  their  camp  af  Famars,  which  they  had  fortified 
with  great  labotir  and  ability.  By  this  event  the  garrifons 
of  Conde  and  /alenciennes  were  left  to  their  fate ;  but 
the  lois  of  the  combined  army  was  faid  to  have  greatly 
exceeded  that  of  the  French. 

On  the  9th  of  Jume  another  aflion  took  place  between 
tlie  French  troops  under  general  Laage  and  the  Auifaians, 
•pear  Arlon;  and  the  latter  were  obligpd  to  tetreat  to 
Luxembourg.  The  French  troops  on  this  occafion  be- 
haved with  lingular  intrepidity,  arranging  themielves  in 
order  to  battle  before  eight  thouland  men,  polled  in  a 
feries  of  entrenchments  on  an  eminence,  in  the  form  of 
fteps,  marching  and  receiving  their  fire  in  this  manner  for 
more  than  a  league,  though  the  eminence  was  defended 
by  thirty  pieces  of  cannon.  After  the  defeat  of  the  Au- 
imans,  the  French  carried  off  eight  thouland  facks  of 
oats  and  a  large  quantity  of  flour. 

In  detailing  the  events  that  have  lately  taken  place  in 
France  and  its  dependencies,  we  are  concious  that  lome 
apology  b  due  for  the  curfory  manner  in  which  we  are 
forced  to  relate  thein.  But  it  i§  impolfiblc  to  obtain, 
while  a  tranlaQion  which  is  eflential  to  hiftory,  and  it  is 
better  briefly  to  relate  fafts,  than  to  miftake  them.  We 
find  thete  refleftions  particularly  applicable  to  the  ftateof 
the  French  Weft  Indies,  from  which  the  accounts  have 
been  fb  confuled  and  imperfe:Y,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
colled  ftom  them  any  regular  narrative.  I  n  St.  Domii^ 
the  commillioners,  Pelverell  and  Santhonax,  wIk>  were 
fcnt  by  the  convention  for  the  purpofc  of  rcftoring  tran* 
quilltty,  have  rather  appeared  in  the  character  of  apolties 
o(  d'tfcord  than  of  peace :  they  keai  to  have  united  with 

.  the 
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the  people  of  colour,  and  a  feriesofaflaflinations,  pillage, 
and  arbitrary  imprifonment  have  compelled  the  majority 
of  the  white  colonifts  to  take  (belter  in  America,  or  in  the 
Englifli  Well  India  iflands.  It  is  with  pam  we  add,  that 
numbers  of  thefe  wretched  exciles,  in  flying  from  the 
tyranny  of  their  own  countrymen,  have  been  intercepted 
and  plundered  by  the  Britifti  privateers.  Polverell  and 
Santhonax  were  impeached  by  a  decree  of  the  convention 
oii  the  1 9th  of  July. 

The  ifland  of  Tobago  was  taken  by  a  Britifli  fquadron 
uader  the  command  of  fir  John  Laforey,  about  the  brin- 
ing of  April;  and  encouraged  by-the  dilputes  whighexifl- 
ed  between  the  royalifts  and  the  republicans  in  Martlnico 
admiral  Gardner  attempted  a  decent  upon  that  ifland  alfo, 
and  landed  there  about  three  thoufand  men.  The  attempt 
however,  proved  fatal  only  to  the  royalifts,  as  he  found 
on  his  arrival,  the  republican  party  too  ftrong,  and  was 
obl^ed  to  re-embark  his  troops,  even  before  he  could 
convey  away  from  certain  deftru6lion  the  whole  of  the 
devoted  party  who  had  probably  invited  him  to  under- 
take the  expedition. 

When  we  direft  our  attention  to  the  tedious  fiege  of 
Mentz,  it  is  with  difficulty  we  are  able  to  find  terms 
fufficiently  military  to  mark  the  tardy  progrcfs  of  bis 
Pruflian  majefty ;  he  deftroyed  with  great  formality  feve- 
i;al  fh^Ltn  batteries  which  the  French  had  ere£led,  and 
found  a  grave  tor  many  of  his  foldiers,  from  the  forties  of 
that  garrifon. 

About  the  20th  of  June,  however,  he  began  to  for^n 
a  more  fcrious  fi^e,  and  our  readers  have  already  antici- 
pated the  event ;  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  garrifon 
capitulated  on  the  2  2d  of  July ;  mther  leaving  us  caufe 
to  wonder  at  their  long  and  effedual  refiftance,  than  at 
their  final  furrender.  They  had  long  been  in  want  of 
eeety  necefi^,  and  particularly  of  medicines ;  and  a 
confiderable  number  had  been  forced  to  fubfifl  entirely 
on  horfe-flefti,  and  the  moft  unwholcfome  food. 

Hh  The 
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The  latter  end  of  June  and  the  beginning  of  July  were 
chiefly  diftinguifhcdm  the  north  by  tome  petty  ikinnilhcs 
between  the  two  grand  armies.  The  latter  part  of  July 
was  marked  by  fome  (ucceflfes  of  more  importance  to  the 
Auftrians.  The  garrifon  of  Conde,  after  fuftaining  a 
blockade  of  three  months,  furrendered  on  the  loth  by 
capitulation  to  the  prince  of  Cobouig;  and  Valenciennes 
on  the  20th  of  the  fame  month  to  the  duke  of  York, 
not  without  fufpicions  of  treachery  in  both  cafes. 

On  the  8th  of  Augufl  the  French  were  driven  from 
the  ftrong  pofition  which  they  had  taken  behind  the 
Scheldt,  and  which  was  known  by  the  name  of  Caefar's 
ca.np ;  as  the  French  did  not  make  much  re(i(lance  on 
this  occafion,  the  lofs  on  both  fides  was  not  confideraUe. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  fuccefles,  a  large  detachment 

from  the  combined  army,  under  the  command  of  the 

.^uke  of  York*,  proceedai  without  lofi  of  time  to  a 

vigorous 

^  The  following,  which  is  offered  as  an  explanation  of  the 
views  of  the  commanders  of  the  combined  army,  we  ci>py  Tcr* 
batim  from  "  The  Political  State  of  Europe,'*  as  we  cannot 
vouch  for  its  authenticity : 

"  After  the  furrcndcr  of  Valenciennes,  the  Britifii  miniibj 
ordered /that  part  of  the  allied  army,  which  was  in  the  pay  of 
Great-Britain,  to  attack  the  weft  fide  of  French  Flanden;  b 
order  to^take  the  towns  of  Berg,  Dunkirk,  Graveline,  and 
Calais,  in  the  name  of  the^kin^  of  Great-Britain.  The  conquefe 
which  the  Britifli  froops  had  hitherto  contributed  to  achieve  had  - 
been  taken  in  the  name  of  the  emperor.  The  Dutch  troops  were 
ordered  to  co-operate  with  the  Britifh  in  the  attack  on  French 
Flanders.  This  project  of  leparating  the  armies  was  ftated  in 
fome  of  the  foreign  prints  to  have  been  highly  difapproved  by  the 
Auftrian  commanders  ;  who  ftrongly  recommended  a  continua- 
tion of  miUtary  operations  upon  the  prefent  plan,  with  the  whole 
allied  army.  And  more  than  one  of  the  prints  have  gone  fo  hr 
as  to  give  fome  particulars  of  this  divifion  of  opinion :  they  are 
ftated  to  be  as  follows  : 

**  A  ihort  time  after  the  capture  of  Valeociennes^  &  council  of 
war  was  held  upon  the  future  operations  of  the  war;  and  more 
particularly  on  the  projed  propofed  by  the  Britifh  cabinet  of  fe- 

inrating 
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vigorous  attack  upon  the  port  and  town  of  Dunkirk.  On 
the  2  2d  of  Auguft  the  duke  of  York  marched  from 

Furnes 

parating  the  armies.  The  Auflrian  commanders  offered  two  plant 
againll  it :  viz. 

^*  The  firft  was,  to  penetrate  to  Paris  by  the  aiSibnee  of  the 
rivers  which  fall  into  the  Seine.  Thefe  rivers,  they  faid,  would 
fave  an  immenfe  fatigue  and  expence  of  land  carriage  for  their 
heavy  artillery,  baggage  and  (lores.  They  would  have  but  twenty 
miles  of  land  carriage  in  conduding  their  (lores  from  the  Sheldt, 
to  the  Oife.  The  objedl  of  it  was,  that  this  plan  fuppoied  a  (e- 
cond  campaign  ;  and  for  its  profecution  a  number  or  floats  muft 
be  provided ;  and  therefore  is  was  rejected.  The  convulfed  ftate 
of  Europe^  the  iodifpo(ttion  of  eveij  thinking  man  (out  of  the 
privileged  order)  to  the  principle  or  the  war,  and  the  alarming 
confequences  to  every  government  in  Europe,  with  which  a  dila* 
tory  and  expeniive  war,  for  fuch  an  objed,  is  pregnant,  made  it 
expedient  rather  to  adopt  any  other  courfe  that  give  the  profpe^ 
of  terminating  the  ftruggle  in  one  year. 

'*  However,  notwithuanding  thefe  objeAions,  urged  probably 
more  from  motives  of  defign  to  midead  and  deceive,  than  from 
any  impulfe  of  (incerity,  it  is  fluewdly  fufpedted,  that  the  dread 
of  another  campaign  made  no  part  of  the  true  caufe  for  reje^ing 
the  propofai. 

^  The  next  plan  was  that  of  the  prince  of  Cobourg  and  gene* 
ral  Clalrfayt,  and  this  had  the  concurrence  of  all  the  Auftrian  and 
Pruffian  generals*  It  was,  that  they  (hould  take  inftant  advantage 
of  the  coniternation  in  which  the  unexpected  furrender  of  Valeo- 
ciennes  had  thrown  the  people  of  France,  and  the  diforder  of  all 
their  armies  by  the  denuncinacion  of  their  generals.  That  forty 
or  fifty  thoufand  light  troops  (hould  inftantly  penetrate  to  Paris, 
while  a  debarkation  (hould  be  made  on  tht  coaft  of  Britany,  and 
force  a  junftton  there  with  the  maUcpntents.  General  Clairfayt 
pledged  himfelf  on  the  (uccefs  of  this  pro]c6t. 

**  Upon  a  moment's  view  of  this  plan,  it  will  be  perceptible  to 
every  one,  that  the  debarkation  fpoken  of  muft  have  confifted  of 
Briti(h  troops  from  Britifli  veflels.  The  Britifli  miniftry  unquef- 
donably  did  not  approve  of  it :— their  plan  was  to  divide  the  ar- 
mies— and  to  take  as  many  of  the  frontier  garrifons  as  poffible— - 
that  thofe  on  the  coaft  (hould  be  taken  in  the  name  ana  retained 
by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  maje(ly ;  and  that  in  this  pofition 
they  (hould  wait  fo  take  advantaeeof^thediforders,  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  winter,  were  expected  to  ari(e  in  a^  country,  fo  hem« 
med  in  from  without  and  fo  convalfed  within'. 
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Furnes  to  attack  the  French  camp  at  Ghivelde,  which 
was  abandoned  on  his  approach,  and  he  was  almoft  imme- 
diately enabled  to  take  the  ground  which  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  occupy  during  the  fiegc.     On  the  24th  he 
attacked  the  out-pofts  oif  the  French,  who  with  lome 
lofa  were  driven  into  the  town.  In  this  aSion  the  famous 
Auftrian  general  Dalton  and  fome  other  officers  oi  potc 
were  kiUed.— The  fucceeding  day  ihe  ficge  might  be 
fsLiA  regularly  to  commence.      A  confiderable  naval 
armament  from  Great  Britain  was  to  have  co-operated 
in  the  fiege^  but  by  fome  negle£l  admiral  Macbride  was 
not  able  to  (ail  fo  early  as  was  expe£ied.     In  the  mean 
time  the  hoftile  army  was  extremely  haraflcd  by  the  gun- 
boats of  the  French ;  a  fucce^l  fortie  was  ef&£^ed  by 
the  garrifon  on  the  6th  of  September ;  and  tlie  French 
coUedting  in  luperior  force,  the  fiege  was  raifed  on  the  7th, 
after  feveral  fevereadions  in  which  the  allied  forces  lufFcrcd 
very  confiderably.     General  Houchard  was  afterwards 
impeached  by  the  convention  for  not  having  improved 
his  fucce&  to  the  beft  advantage,  as  it  is  ailerted  that  he 
haddt  in  his  power  to  capture  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
^  duke  of  York's  ariny.     The  French,  after  this  event, 
took  a  flrong  portion  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Maubeuge, 
where  they  were  immediately  blockaded  by  the  whole 
united  force  of  the  allies  coUedled  under  the  prince  of 
Cobourg.    Upon  the  15th  and  16th  of  Odober,'  how- 
ever, the  Iprince  was  attacked  by  the  troops  of  the  republic 
under  geneial  Jourdain,  who  fucceded  Houchard,  with 
fuch  vigour  and  efFeft,  that  he  was  compelled,  after  an 
immente  lofs,  to  abandon  his  poiition,  juid  repais  the 
Sambre.     It  was  lome  time  before  the  allied  forces  were 

**  This  plan,  therefore,  as  the  general  paymq/ier^  Britain  fuc- 
cetded  in  impoiing  on  the  allies. 

"  In  confequcnce  of  this  plan,  the  Duke  of  York  with  the  Bri- 
tiih  and  Hanoverians,  the  Dutch,  iome  Heffians,  and  a  body  of 
Auftrians,  feparated  from  the  main  armv,  and  began  their  march 
for  Dunkirk." 

able 
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able  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  French,  and  their  general^ 
even  trembled  for  tlie  fate  of  Oflend.  A  confiderablc 
armament  from  England,  however,  being  at  that  time 
preparing  for  the  Wefl  Indies,  under  fir  Charles  Grey, 
their  dellination  was  altered  :  and  by  arriving  at  the  for- 
tunate moment  at  Ollend,  they  probably  prevented  the 
Low  Countries  from  once  more  becoming  fubjeft  to 
France, 

1  he  forces  of  the  republic  were  flill  more  eminendy 
fuccefsful  in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  rebels  in  the 
department  of  La  Vendee.  General  Biron  repuKcd  the 
army  of  the  infuigents  from  Lucon  on  the  a  8th  of  June. 
But  with  an  unexplicable  impetuofity  and  rafhnefs  which 
charaflerizes  all  their  proceedings,  the  general  had  fcarcely 
announced  his  fuccefs  before  he  was  hirpended  from  his  . 
command,  and  placed  under  arrefl.  General  Biron  was 
fucceeded  by  general  BeyiTer,  and  afterwards  by  Leclielle. 
It  would  be  tediovis  to  enter  on  a  minute  detail  of  thi$ 
petty  war ;  let  it  fufEce  to  fay,  that  the  unfortunate 
mfiiigents  made  a  mod  vigorous  refiftance  to  every  effort 
of  the  convention  till  the  middle  of  Oftober,  1793, 
when  they  were  completely  routed.  After  being  driven 
from  La  Vendee,  they  divided  into  three  bodies.  The 
firfl  threw  themfelves  into  the  ifland  of  Noirmontier, 
where  they  remain  in  a  date  of  blockade.  The  fecond 
probably  dilperfed;  and  the  third  took  the  route  of 
Anjou,  Maine,  and  firitany,  where  they  (till  carry  on  a 
defultory  warfare. 

The  difafiedtion  of  the  fouthern  provinces  which 
immediately  followed  the  revolution,  as  it  is  called,  of  the 
31ft  of  May,  was  produ&ive  of  perhaps  more  ferious 
confequences  to  the  new  government.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  deputies  and  people  of  thefe  proviiices  were 
among  the  foremolt  in  the  iniquitous  tran(a£iion  of 
dethroning  their  king  on  the  execrable  10th  of  Auguft 
1792.     It  is  therefore  fomething  extraordinary  that  the 

H  h  3  fame 
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fame  tncn  (hould  be  among  the  firft  to  rebel  againii  th^ 
authority  ot  the  convention.  The  fonnidable  union 
which  tookplace  under  the  name  oi  federate  republUan- 
iJiUj  between  the  cities  of  Marfeilles,  Lyons,  and  Tou- 
lon, in  the  courfe  of  the  months  of  June  and%July, 
Teemed  to  threaten  almoft  the  diflblution  of  the  cHuing 
authorities.  A  confiderable  army  was,  however,  dilpatch- 
ed  againft  Lyons,  and  that  city  dofely  befiegcd.  Tlie 
Marfeillois  in  the  mean  time  opened  their  gates  on  the 
approach  of  the  republican  army,  and  fubmittcd ;  but 
the  people  of  Toulon  entered  into  a  negociation  with  tlic 
Englifh  admiral,  lord  Hood,  who  was  then  cruifing  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  he  took  pofIe(tion  both  of  the 
town  and  (hipping  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVI L  and 
under  the  exprefs  and  pofitive  (lipulation  that  he  is  to 
alfifi  in  reftoring  the  conftitution  of  1789. 

On  the  8th  of  Oftober  the  city  of  Lyons  {urrendcncd 
to  general  Doppet.  The  chiefs  ot  the  rebels  had  fled, 
but  feveral  of  them  were  afterwards  taken  and  executed. 
'  By  a  fubfequent  deaee  pf  the  convention,  the  walls  and 
public  buildings  of  Lyons  were  ordered  to  be  deftroyed, 
and  the  name  of  the  city  itfelf  to  be  changed  to  that  of 
Ville  Affranchie. 

We  have  been  lead  a  little  to  tranigreB  the  chronolo- 
gical order  of  our  narrative,  to  exhibit  a  connefted  detail 
of  the  external  war  and  internal  difturbances  of  this 
unhappy  country.  We  Ihould  otherwife  have  remarked 
^  that  the  incendiary  Marat  did  not  long  furvive  to  enjoy 
*  his  triumph  in  the  convention.  OA  the  13th  of  July 
he  was  aflaffinated  in  his  own  houfe  by  the  hand  ot  an 
enthufiaflic  female  of  the  name  of  Charlotte  Corde,  a 
native  of  Caen,  and  who  appeared  to  have  fome  connexion 
with  the  deputies  of  the  Gironde  party. 

The  Rmains  of  this  notorious  anarchifl:  were  interred 
with  great  funeral  p»)mp,  attended  by  a  party  of  the 
national  convention  and  a  vaft  n^ultitudc  ot  citizens. 

As 
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Ajs  he  is  goRe  to  be  tried  before  an  omnipotent  tribunal' 
We  mud  let  his  guilt  pa(s  with  him  to  the  lilence  of  the 
grave.  That  Marat  was  an  enthufiaft,  is  beyond  difputei 
and  whether  he  was  any  other  tlian  a  perniciou  mad- 
man (till  appears  a  matter  of  doubt ;  he  mud  at  leaft  have 
been  impelled  by  fome  other  motive  than  avarice,  fincc 
he  is  (aid  to  have  died  poor.  This,  it  is  true,  affords  no 
apology  for  the  atrocities  which  he  provoked  orxommit- 
ted ;  there  are  but  few,  therefore,  who  will  probably 
lament  his  death,  except  thofe  who  infligated,  or  at  leaft 
profited  by  his  aimcs. 

The  death  of  this  execrable  Incendiary  did  not  reftore 
the  convention  and  the  mob  of  Paris  to  reafon  and  huma* 
nity.  On  the  night  of  the  ift  of  Auguft  the  unfortunate 
queen  was  forcibly  feparated  from  her  familv,  conveyed 
from  the  Temple  to  the  Conciergerie,  one  of  the  pritons 
deftined  for  common  malefaflors;  where  her  treatment 
was  fuch  as  would  difgrace  a  civilized  people.  She  was 
confined  in  a  narrow  room,  or  rather  vault,  of  eight  feet 
iquare,'  and  the  couch  on  which  degraded  roydty  was 
deftined  to  repofe  was  a  hard  bed  of  ftiaw.  The  graces 
had  all  deferted  her  countenance,  and  the  marks  of  pre- 
mature old  age  ieemed  to  proclaim  that  repeated  forrows 
would  foon  have  terminated  a  life,  which  was  unnecefEi- 
rily  devoted  to  the  hand  of  the  executioner. 

If  any  aft  of  phrenly  could  eitceed  the  ill  treatment  of 
the  queen  (who,  though  her  fufferings  may  have  expiated 
her  crimes,  certainly  cannot  be  confidered  as  the  friend 
of  France)  it  Is  the  (hocking  ingratitude  and  cruelty 
which  the  ruling  party  immediate^  afterwards  exercifed 
to  one  of  the  mod  meritorious  generab  that  ever  the 
French  republic  could  boaft.  The  unfortunate  Cuftine* 
after  being  committed  a  prifoner  to  the  Abbey,  was 
accuied  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal  of  having  main-^ 
tained  an  improper  correfpondence  with  the.Pruflian^ 
while^he  commanded  on  the  Rhine,  and  of  having  neg- 

leaed 
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lefted  various  opportunities  ot  throwing  reinforcements 
into  Valenciennes.  We  have  already  remarked  that  the 
French  have  no  diftinft  notions  ot  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice ;  ihey  have  no  idea  of  the  nature  of  evidence.  To 
befufpefted,  is  to  be  condemned.  The  unfortunate 
general,  in  the  crifis  of  his  adverfity,  lamented  that  he 
appeared  forfaken  by  every  friend  ;  and  the  remorfelcfe 
populace  of  Paris,  accuftomed  to  fights  of  horror,  beheld 
the  murder  of  their  former  defender  with  calm  indiffer- 
ence, or  with  blind  exultation. 

The  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  queen  immedi- 
ately followed  that  of  general  Cuftine.     The  aft  of 
accufation  confided  ot  leveral  charges,  the  fubftance  ot 
which  was — That  fhe  had  contributed  to  the  derange- 
ments of  the  national  finances,  by  remitting"from  time 
to  time  confiderable  fums  to  her  brother,  the  emperor 
Joleph — That  fince  the  revolution  (he  had  continue  to 
hold  a  criminal  correfpondence  with  foreign  powers — 
That  in  every  inftance  (he  had  direfted  her  views  to  a 
counter-revolution,     particularly  in  exciting  the  body 
guards  and  others  of  the  military  at  Verfailles  on  the  ift 
of  Oftober  1789 — That  in  concert  with  Louis  Capet 
(he  had  diftributed   counter-revolutionary  papers  and 
Writings;  and  even,   to  favour  their  purpofes,  lomein 
which  (he  was  perfonally  defamed — That  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Odober  1789.  by  the  agency  of  certain  mono- 
polifts,  (lie  had  created  an  artificial  famine — That  (he 
was  the  principal  agent  and  promoter  of  the  flight  of 
rhe  royal  family  in  June  1791 — That  (he  inftituted 
private  councils  in  the  palace,  at  which  the  mafJacres, 
as  they  were  termed  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  at  Nancy, 
&c.   were   planned  —  Tl:at  ,  in   coniequence  of  thefe 
councils  fhe  had  pcrluadcd  her  hufband  to  interpofe  his 
veto.againft  the  decreef  concerning  the  emigrants  and 
rciraftor}'  prief^s — That  ihe  influenced  him  to  form  a 
body  guard  compofed  of  difafFefted  perfons,  and  indu- 
ced him  to  give  emyloyments  to  the  refraftory  priefts. 

One 
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One  of  the  moft  Angular  charges  was,  that  in 
conjunftion  with  a  fcandalous  faftion  (that  of  the 
Gironde  we  conceive)  (he  induced  the  king  and  the 
aflcmbly  to  declare  war  ag^nft  Auftria,  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  found  policy,  and  the  public  welfare. 

The  aft  proceeds  to  ftate,  That  (he  communicated 
to  the  enemy  plans  ot  the  campaign,- and  other  intelli- 
gence. That  the  affair  of  the  10th  of  Auguft  was  the 
confequence  of  a  horrible  confpiracy  againft  the  nation 
formed  by  her  intrigues;  and  that,  to  promote  her  views, 
(he  kept  the  Swifs  guards  in  a  ftate  of  intoxication— 
That  on  that  day  (he  prcfented  the  king  with  a  piQx>l, 
(ayii^,  "This is  the  moment  to  (hew  yourfelfj*'  and 
on  his  rcfufing  called  him  coward — That  (he  was  alfo  a 
principal  agent  in  the  intemal  war  with  which  France 
has  been  diftrefled. 

The  laft  charge  was  the  moft  infamous  and  incredible; 
viz.  That,  like  Agrippina,  Ihc  had  held  an  inceftuous 
commerce  with  her  own  (on. 

On  the  trial  a  number  of  witnefles  were  examined ; 
but  we  muft  obferve  that  few  of  the  charges  appeared  to 
be  fubftantiated.  A  maid  fervant  ^ve  in  evidence  a . 
conver&tton  which  (he  had  formedy  held  with  the  duke 
of  Coigny,  in  which  he  complained  of  the  immen(e 
fums  privately  remitted  by  the  queen  to  her  brother 
during  his  war  with  the  Turks;  and  fome  papers  were 
referred  to,  from  which  it  apppeared  that  the  queen  had 
drawn  for  money  on  the  trea(ury  fince  the  revolution. 

The  charge  concerning  her  favouring  the  anti-patriotic 
(cntiments  of  the  body  guards  at  Verfailles  on  the  ift  of 
Oftober,  was  better  fupported,  and  we  think,  on  the 
whole,  was  proved;  as  well  as  her  adivity  in  promoting 
the  flight  of  the  royal  family  to  Varennes.  The  reft  of 
the  evidence  on  the  latter  fubjedt  concurred  with  the 
ftatemcnt  which  is  given  in  a  former  part  of  this  work. 

It 
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It  appeared  alfo  that  (he  had  frequently  been  confulted 
by  the  king  upon  political  (ubjedls;  that  flie  had  recom- 
mended tome  perfons  to  brevets  in  the  gardes-du-corps : 
that  (he  treated  her  fon  with  regal  refped  was  alfo  prov- 
ed. But  the  horrid  charge  of  inccft  was  made  upon  the 
authority  merely  of  fome  indiftinft  communications 
from  the  boy  Capet  to  to  the  mayor  of  Paris. 

The  unfortunate  viftim  was  prejutlged ;  and  had  the 
evidence  been  even  more  frivolous,  it  is  probable  (he 
could  not  have  efcaped :  after  an  hour's  confultation, 
therefore,  the  jury  brought  in  their  verdift — "  guilty  of 
all  the  charges." 

The  queen  heard  the  (anguinary  fentence  with  dignity 
and  refignation ;  perhaps  indeed  it  might  be  occafioncd 
by  her  Je(s  as  a  punifhment  than  as  a  releafe.  On  the 
i6th  of  Oftober,  at  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, (he  was  condufted  in  a  coach  from  the  prilbn  of 
the  Conciergerie,  to  a  fcaffold  prepared  in  die  Plact  de 
la  Revolution,  where  her  unfortunate  hufband  had  previ- 
ouHy  fuffered.  Her  behaviour  at  that  awful  moment 
was  decent  and  compofed-  The  minifter  of  St.  Landicy 
was  appointed  to  difchaige  the  office  of  a  contefTor;  ajid 
whatever  might  have  been  the  foibles  which  difgraced  her 
early  years,  we  have  reafbn,  on  good  authority,  to  believe 
that  (he  died  a  real  penitent;  and,  like  her  hufband, 
found  in  the  truths  of  religion  a  (ource  of  confblation  of 
which  the  malice  of  her  enemies  was  unable  to  deprive 
her,^  and  which  themlelves  will  probably  want. 

Amidft  tliefe  ferious  and  dreadful  events,  it  is  fome- 
thing  curious  to  obferve  the  national  convention  amufii^ 
themlelves  with  the  formation  of  a  new  calendar.  The 
year  is,  according  to  this,  divided  into  twelve  months  of 
thirty  days  each,  with  five  intercalar)'  days,  which  are 
dedicated  to  a  national  feftivity,  and  called  on  that 
Siccount  fanS'Culoltidrs.  Each  month  is  divided  into 
decades,  and  the  day  of  reft  is  appointed  for  every  tenth 
•  day  inftcad  of  the  feventh. 

About 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  475 

About  the  fame  period  a  decree  was  pafled,  ordering 
all  foreigners  born  in  thofe  countries  with  which  the 
republic  was  at  war,  under  arreft,  and  their  property  to 
be  in  the  cuftody  of  the  public  accomptants  till  the  end 
of  the  war. 

.We  clofe  our  narrative  with  an  article  of  intelligence 
refpefting  the  Gironde  party. — On  the  30th  of  Ofto- 
ber,  twenty-two  of  the  deputies  of  the  Gironde  party, 
who  had  been  for  fome  time  in  a  ftate  of  arreft,  were 
condemned  and  executed,  on  the  lentence  of  the  revo- 
lutionary tribunal,  for  treafonous  praftices  againft  the 
unity  and  indivifibility  of  the  French  republic.  The 
names  of  the  deputies  who  iuf&red  on  this  occafion  were 
Briflbt,  Vergniaud,  Genfonn6,  Duprat,  Valaze,  Le- 
hardi,  Ducos,  Boyer,  Fonfrede,  Boileau,  Gardito, 
Duchatel,  Sillery,  Fauchet,  Duperret,  Lalouice,  Garni, 
Beauvau,  Mainville,  Antiboul,  Vig6e,  and  Lacaze. 

The  reader  will  recognize  among  thefe  names,  feveral 
of  thofe  who  were  moft  aftive  in  dethroning  the  king, 
and  eftablifhing  a  republic.  Valaze,  who  had  prepared 
the  charges  againft  the  king,  dabbed  himfelf  as  loon  as 
the  lentence  was  pronounced.  Fauchet  was  one  of  the 
conftitutional  bifhops;  and  Lalburce  a  proteftant  deigy- 
man. 

In  reviewing  the  progrefs  of  the  French  revolution, 
and  the  cgndufl  of  the  principal  a£lors  in  thofe  extraor- 
dinary icenes,  a  variety  of  reflections  occur,  and  in 
purfuing  a  few  of  them  we  may  perhaps  be  permitted 
to  indulge. 

It  has  been  generally  remarked,  that  no  revolution 
which  had  liberty  for  its  foundation  or  its  pretext  was 
ever  dilgraced  by  fb  wanton  an  efFufion  of  blood,  by  lb 
many  iai^inary  executions,  fuch  inhuman  maflacres, 
{o  n\uch  rancour  and  perfecution  of  every  kind.  To 
underftand  the  nature  and  caufes  of  thefe  melancholy 
events,  feveral  confiderations  will  demand  our  attention. 

L  It 
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I.  It  is  ncccflary  to  ctofervc,  that  the  revolution  in 
France  was  at  the  firft  too  fuddenly  effefted.  The 
change  in  the  circumftances,  habits,  and  opinions  of  the 
people  was  too  violent,  and  they  were  too  little  prepared 
tor  the  enjoyment  of  liberty.  Had  the  court  anticipated 
the  aflembling  of  the  flates-general  by  (ome  falutary  and 
u(eful  >  reforms  in  favour  of  the  people,  they  would  not 
only  have  lerved  to  llrengthen  the  connexion  between  the 
king  and  his  fubjefts,  and  more  firmly  to  attach  the 
latter ;  but  luch  a  condufc  would  hiive  been  a  [voper 
initiatory  procds,  and  would  have  prepared  all  tanks  of 
people  to  ad  as  rational  agents  in  the  caufe  of  freedom. 
Had  the  king,  by  his  own  authority,  aboliihed  the 
odious  tyranny  of  lettres  de  cachet,  the  punifhment  of 
the  rack,  and  eveiy  fpecies  of  judicial  cruelty,  it  would 
not  only  have  endeared  him  to  his  fubjefts,  but  would 
have  humanized  them.  Could  he  have  ordered  a  reviikl 
ofthe  Judicial  fyftem,  and,  in  particular,  could  he  have 
eftablimed  the  trial  bj  jurj',  it  would  have  enured  them 
to  the  praftice  of  equity,  and  to  the  calm  inveftigition 
of  truth.  If  Jie  had  done  in  addition,  what  there  is 
reafon  to  believe  he  was  not  averie  to,  that  is,  if  he  had 
indulged  the  natural  clemency  of  his  temper  in  permit- 
ting a  free  toleration  to  religious  opinions,  he  would  have 
attached  the  protectants,  and  would  have  greatly  leflened 
the  acutenefs  of  party  animoiity — ^and  if  he  had  favour- 
ed, to  a  certain  degree,  the  liberty  of  the  prefe,  the  free 
difcuffion  of  controverted  points  might  have  been  advan- 
tageous to  the  caule  of  truth  and  moderation ;  while, 
An  the  contrary,  the  people  having  been  wholly  unaccui- 
tomed  to  the  liberty  of  the  prels,  were  not  on  their 
^ard  againft  its  licentioufnefs,  and  were  conflantly 
impofed  upon,  and  the  dupes  of  the  infamous  jouroaliOts 
and  their  employers. 

When  the  ftates-general  alTembled,  the  court  party 
appeared  to  have  no  lyftem,  no  fettled  plan  of  proceed- 
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ing.  They  were  undetermined  what  to  retain  or  what  to 
reSnquifti ;  whereas  the  plan  of  government  ought  to 
have  been  previoufly  fettled;  every  thing  to  be  propded 
to  the  dates  ought  to  have  been  well  digefted;  and  pro- 
per agents  cholen  to  introduce  each  particular  meailire 
to  the  national  affembly.  On  the  contrary,  nothing 
could  be  more  abfucd  than  the  attempt,  after  the  depu- 
ties of  the'nation  were  aiTcmbled  in  one  common  hall, 
and  even  while  the  metropolis  was  in  a  ferment,  to 
reftore  ot  preferve  the  ancient  regimen.  With  this 
unfortunate  outfet  the  whole  condud  of  the  king  and  of 
the  court  correfponded.  The  feaft  of  the  military  at 
Marfeilles;  the  fUght  of  the  lung;  the  obftinate  exerdfe 
of  the  veto ;  all  ferved  to  caft  a  fu(jpicion  on  the  defigns 
of  the  court. 

II.  Long  previous  to  the  revolution,  the  FreiKh  were 
the  mofl  profligate,  corrupt  and  unprincipled  people  in 
Europe.  All  of  the  higher  orders  were  diffipated,  tliey 
were  confequently  all  venal.  The  lower  dalles  were  har- 
dened by  ignorance,  by  oppreffion,  by  the  frequent  hor- 
rid executions  of  which  they  were  witnefles,  and  by  other 
(everities.  The  venality  and  corruption  of  fome,  who 
from  time  to  timeafiedbed  to  be  mends  of  the  people, 
drew  down  a  fuf  picion  upon  all  of  the  higher  orders* ;  and 
the  ferocity  of  the  multitude,  s^d  their  ignorance,  and 
confequent  want  of  principle,  plunged  them  into  the 
moft  fatal  and  fangirinary  excefles. ' 

III.  Conneded  with  this  circumflance,  we  have  to 
deplore  the  irreligious  principles  which  has  fb  unfortu^ 
nately  made  fo  fatal  a  progre&  in  France.  There  is  no- 
thing but  religion  that  can  impart  an  uniformity  to  the 
moral  charafter.  Where  exp^iency  is  the  orjly  rule  of 
condud,  the  human  mind  will  naturally  induce  in  too 

*  Petion,  Dumourier»  and  mofl  of  the  party  of  the  Gironde 
are  ftrongly  lufpedted  of  having  greatly  enrich^  thcoifelves  by 
th^  moft  palpable  peculations. 

great 
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great. a- latitude  on  fome  occafions,  efpecially  whoc  tlie 
paffions  arc  firongly  interefted.  This  perbaps,  indeed, 
is  the  diflinguKhing  circumftance  whidi  marks  the  two 
revolutions  of  America  and  of  France.  The  Americans 
were  poflefled  of  a  ftrong  fcnfc  of  religion  ;  and  confe- 
quently,  though  the  inftances  of  treachery  which  occurred 
amongft  themfelves  were  fcarcely  lefe  numerous  in  pro- 
portion than  thofe  which  happened  among  the  French, 
the  vidtims  of  popular  fury  were  mucli  fewer.  Tlier  were 
under  a  neceflity  of  defending  themfelves  -,  but,  indepen- 
dent of  that  circumftance,  they  coukl  not  forget  that 

'  their  religion  taught  thdm  "  to  love  their  enemies;'*  but 
the  majority  of  the  French  nation  were  cither  uninftruft- 
ed  in  the  truths  of  this  religion,  or  had  rgeded  its  ialu- 

^  tary  rcflraints.* 

VI.  It  has  been  already  intimated,  that  the  league  of 
Pilnitz,  and  the  in&mous  condud  of  the  combined 
powers  towards  the  republic  of  Poland,  excited  at  once 
the  appreheniions  and  refentment  of  the  French.  It  was 
no  difEcult  matter  to  perfuade  the  multitude  that  the 

*  After  all,  if  we  would  trace  calamity  to  its  fource,  we  muft 
be  forced  to  confefs  that  the  (limfy  writings  of  that  wretched  ca- 
viller Voltaire  have  undone  Fkance.  We  eaniftly  hope  the 
example  will  operate  as  a  caution  to  other  governments,  and 
teach  them  to  beware  of  permitting  with  impunity  impious  and 
licentious  publications.  They  may  rely  upon  it,  there  are  no 
libels  fo.  dangerous  to  a  (late  as  thofe  again  ft  God.  We  venerate 
and  ever  fhall  venerate,  the  caufe  of  religious  toleration.  '  Every 
fed  which  acknowledges  a  future  date  of  rewards  andpunifliments 
is  innoxious,  if  not  refpe^hible.  But  if  this  great  foundation  of 
morality  is  removed,  there  can  be  no  dependence  on  the  princi- 
ple or  integrity  of  a  people.  Let  the  Horfleys  and  the  Pneitleys 
n-eely  indulge  themfelves  in  verbal  contefts  concerning  the  difpu- 
ted  points  of  theology  :*— but  let  every  impious  fcofier,  who  pre- 
fumes  to  aim  his  deftru6^ive  (hafts  at  any  of  the  great  dodbines  of 
religion,  bc/everefy  tmni/bed^  and  his  writings  ilridly  prolubited. 
Tiifthis  is  the  cafe  no  government  can  be  fafe,  oor  irill  it  be 
poffible  to  maintain  order,  or  even  common  honefy^  amongft 

co^rt 


FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  479 

court  was  immediately  cx)nncaed  with  the  invaders;  and 
this  opinion  was  unfortunately  countenanced  by  the  pul> 
iications  of  the  combined  powers,  and  particulary  by  the 
imprudent  manifclto  ot  the  duke  of*  Brunfwick.     The 
repeated  difmiffion  of  the  popular  minifter,  and  the  obfli- 
nacy  of  the  king  in  other  inftances,  confirmed  the  fuf- 
picion.     Hence,  and  hence  only,  the  republican  fiu^ion 
were  enabled  to  acquire  fo  much  credit  with  the  people  in 
the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft  179^.     The 
avowed  hoftility  of  this  &dion  might  have  driven  the 
court  in  its  turn  into  hoftilemeafures,  without  imputii^ 
aftual  treachery  to  Louis.     For  we  muft  obfervc,  that  it 
is  a  mattfer  ftill  involved  in  impenetrable  obfcurity  5  and 
it  is  impoffible  to  detemiine,  from  the  flatc  of  the  evi- 
dence either  the  nature  or  the  extent  of  the  king's  con- 
nexions with  the  counter-revolutionifts.  Thus  far  is  certain 
that  Paris  was  aouded  with  ci-devant  nobleiie,  and  other 
difafFefted  perfons,  on  the  loth  of  Auguft.     The  fatal 
rupture,  and  the  dreadful  carn^e  of  that  bloody  day,  let 
loofe  at  once  all  the  demons  of  difcord.     Every  bad  pat- 
fion  was  put  ifi  motion — ^revenge,  party  rage,   the  defire 
of  plunder,  all  that  is  dq)raved  and  abominable  in  human 
naturt*,  was  predominant  in  the  breafts  of  different  indi- 
viduals, and  prepared  the  way  ior  the  flill  deeper  honors 
of  the  2d  and  3d  of  September,  and  for  all  the  calamities 
which  have  fince  happened  to  that  nation. 

V.  Another  circumftance  which  we  mufl  ren^ark  is 
that  the  exceffive  population  of  France  is  generally  caku- 
lated  to  perpetuate  violence  and  anarchy  in  that  country. 
Independent  of  the  frequent  alarms  of  femine  from  this 
circumftance,  it  it  impoffible  that  there  (hould  not  exift 
in  every  confiderable  city  immenfe  multitudes  of  indigent 
and  defperate  perfons,  who  are  always  ready  to  jMtomotc 
every  (pedes  of  mifchief  and  difoider,  and  who  when 
once  cscit^  cannot  eafily  be  reduced  to  peace  and  fubor- 
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dination.  This  again '  conftitntcs  andthir  -remarkable 
(hade  of  difference  b^^e^n  the  AittieHcSib  Srtd  fhe  French 
revolutions.  The  Ai^iricah^arrnlfcs'  WrfcY6*»^^fed  in 
•generrfof  leftted  and '  mdhftttdus  |^oj!>lc/' ttf  ^fei^^ 
mechanic^,  mofFof yti&hr iTaaiatfiiltes rtft(*y ^yfife^iSbintly 
embmc'ed  the  firft  briportuftity  'tp  i^tttrtr  tlPlh^h--  feact- 
ableemfBoyrtientsancJ  Hat)itattdnsi  fofltevti^niaA  iihder 
his  own*fig.tiee  r  and'tHJy^regardAi  the ^^tt^df  ftiti'  no 
further  than  as  they  fervetl  t(yfecuife  ike?n|i#'tlie  pecc- 
able ^poflfelEon  and  ehjoyhient  of  thciir pr6pi*rty;*  ^  Evfcry 
man  at  the  tondufioh  tf  the  war  hadTtfefielhlr^^to  8b  : 
eveiy  tirtn-had  bufinds^df  liis  own  to  iittraSfeftfefattetilifa. 
Not  f6tlie  rabble  of  -Pktis,  d  Lyons,  of  Warfiifllfa^- 
niany  of  them  have  no  regular  employmeiArShd'ttie^irt^- 
bere  of  banditti  are  incrcafed  by  the  totalffegnafion  rfthc 
comnaerce  and  manu&ftures  of  France.  Theyttm  AiribiSrc 
more  by :  plunder  and  confifcation  than  by  fcfeer  ittdifetj^ 
and  thus  it  becomes  at  once  their  intcitft  td  be.twbulent, 
unnily;  rariguinary,  and  capricious.  ThediltiKte'^Kl 
violenfed  yas  increafed  by  the  numbeft ;  alAd-tfcfe  paffitfes 
are-ihffitmed  in  proportion  to  the  multittide*  v<Wcb*t 
coBcfted  togpther.  '    •   "-••'•'-  * 

It  was  in  vain  then  that  the  party  of  tHe<5ifortfterf!cr 
the  lOth  of  Auguft  aflbftcd  a  tone  of  tnBfldilfifcfl;  it 
was  in  Vain,  when  they  had  obtained  tiieir\v}ffics.'HlUt 
theycxliortcd  the  populace  toreturn  tO'oidir^ffila  d&t- 
dienc^.  They  had  excited  the  fatal  concu(ffcW';-tIftfy*Wld 
taught  the  multitude  to'  knbW  their  own-fben^h'  i'itisj 
had  dMluftefed  the  geneW  tmnauillity,  d<ri't*tuWIV  iftt^ 
tered  themfelves'  that  a  fpirft  of  iftfbrrcaidh'**aablf'«5 
eafily  (fuelled  as  it -was iexdte3.   ' '   ' '    '  '  *'    '^  "'•*^' 

Without  wifhing,%cfe!brt!;  tb^cfebraiiWtfiiJUIeQ. 
der  daim'  to  nifcrit  iii'aktSiiptii^  tMaVfe-iftilife-K*  the 
king,  we  cannot  Birtrcg^  this^  i»rty  i**We^rt*diate 
authors  of  all  the  calanirti^  Whieh>I)a!V^^ni^{dl(^''thdr 
countiy  fince  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchical  conffi- 
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tution.  The  maflaae  of  the  10th  of  Auguft  was  fcarce- 
ly  lt(s  atrocious  than  that  ot  the  ad  of  September,  and 
when  tbefe  men  fell  the  vidims  of  the  very  means  that 
they  had  employed,  and  werc  murdered  in  their  turn  by 
the  vny  mob  which  they  had  formerly  excited,  though 
our  religion  teaches  us  to  pity  even  the  guilty,  and  to 
lament  the  (bedding  of  human  blood  upon  any  occafion, 
yet  it  was  impoffibk  not  to  difcern  fomethipg  of  retribu- 
tive juftice  in  the  dreadful  event. 

The  Gironde  had  moreover  fomethiqg  to  chaige  them- 
(elves  with  for  wantonly  engaging  their  country  m  oi:ie 
vail)  and  firuitleb  war  after  another :  and  on  the  whole, 
we  think  they  had  been  a  permdous  faSion.  They  were 
perh^n,  lefs  (anguinary  and  cruel  that  their  ferocious  fuc- 
ceffors,  but  in  point  ot  real  prbciple  we  fee  little  room 
for  preference. 

VI.  A  more  fatal  means  of  promoting  bad  difpofitions 
among  the  people  has  been  the  popular  (Qcieties  inltituted 
throuebout  the  kingdom,  for  debating  upon  political 
fubjeds,  and  the  Jacobins  in  particular.  In  the  firfl: 
dawn  of  French  liberty  fuch  inftitutions  might  have  thdr 
ufe ;  but  they  (hould  even  have  been  reftrained  within 
modente  bounds,  and  asfoon  as  poflible  diflblved. 
Theie  have  afforded  a  conftant  afylum  to  the  profligate ; 
and  in  thefe  every  ablurdity,  every  meafure  of  fecntion 
and  of  cruelty  in  the  national  councils,  have  originated. 
But  af^er  the  &£b  which  are  dated  iil  the  preceding  pagss 
it  is  uneceflary  to  enlarge  upon  thb  topic. 

Spch  appear  to  have  been  the  principal  caufes  which 
have  operated  to  give  to  the  French  revolution  that  fan* 
guinary  and  bonr^  chara6ter  by  which  it  has  been  too, 
fatally  diftinguifhed ;  and  which,  as  far  as  arcumftanoes 
may  apply  to  other  nations,  may  ferve  as  a  warning  againft 
hafly  revdutionSf  aiKl  as  a  gi^dde  in  the  condudii^  qf 
luch  plans  of  reformation  as  political  txigieocie^may  teeon 
to  wairant  or  reqiure. 

li  To 
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To  (peculate  od  the  future  ftate  of  France  woidd  be 
a  hazlidoos  undertaking,  even  for  the  mofl  fertile  ima- 
gination, or  the  moft  acute  difcernment.  Notwith^buid- 
the  difficulty  and  the  danger,  however,  a  few  conjefiures 
we  will  venture  to  fubmit  to  oiv  readers;  rather  with  a 
view  to  entertainment  than  ufe. 

Wc  look  not  to  the  fubjugation  of  France  by  the  pre- 
&nt  combination,  iince  it  has  been  the  uniform  aflertion 
of  thole  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  the  refources  and 
temper  of  the  nation^.that  whatever  the  force  oi  the  exter- 
nal attack,  fhe  is  invincible :  and  this  lentiment  derives 
ibme  confirmation  from  the  experience  <^  two  campaigns. 

On  the  reftoration  of  peace,  firom  whiit  ever  taufe  that 
may  be  effedted,  we  look  for  a  train  of  events  very  tfif- 
ferent  from  what  the  afped  of  afiairs  at  prdent  feetn  to 
promife.  The  firit  cfrcumftance  which,  in  tkat  cafe  we 
will  venture  to  predi£b,  is,  that  the  prcfent  leadas  wiD 
not  long  be  able  to  retain  their  power.  Whatever  their 
abilities  (and  we  muft  confefs  that  thejr  have  dif|dayed 
iome  energy,  if  not  ability)  they  have  iiot  charaddr 
enough  to  Support  their  popularity  long,  evtn  with  a  pri> 
fligate  and  corrupt  people. 

That  the  experiment  of  cflablifhing  a  repubtec  will  be 
continued  for  fome  time  longer,  we  thirik  kptrsbafik; 
but  it  will  never  be  more  than  an  exp erirfiertt ;  «nd  beioie 
many  years  the  nation,  wearied  with  faflibn  and  with 
conteft,  will  certainly  have  recourie  toiom^fomiof  n!ionar« 
chy  or  ariftocracy ;  and  that  period  would  'be  hafteMl, 
were  any  onernan  particularly  diftinguiflied  by  bis^taients 
above  hjs  competitors  to  arife.  No  iijcb  has  y^#  iqppeared 
but  it  is  amidft  the  violence  Of  political  cbthriibtioh  that 
genius  is  called  into  aftion,  and  it  w(Mkl  betcMttraty'to 
^1  hifloric^ precedent  if  notie  was topttfent hitiKBf  on 
this  occaiion. 

The  prefent  logifbtors  of  Fralice,  we  (!linnot  poffibly 
doubt,  have  it  ultimately  in  view  to  abohfh  chriflianity— 
In  this  they  will  be  diiappoirited.    The  people  muft  have 

arc- 
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a  reli^on  s  and  none  fo  gcx)d  as  the  chriilian  can  be  oj&r- 
ed  them,  (pine  form  of  rel^oa  will  be  the  predominant 
faith  of  the  French  people.  The  moft  probable  conjec- 
ture is,  that  the  eothufiaftic  prafeflbip  of  fome  of  the 
lead  moderate  of  the  proteflantfo^tswill  bfinuate  them- 
(elves  among  them,  and  tScQ.  a  religioosxevolution  not 
]e(s  (lupendous  than  that  which  they  have  experienced 
in  their  dvii  ftate«  This  very  circumftance  may  haften 
the  political  criiis  to  which  we  alluded  in  the  preceding 
.  para^ph.  .The  imprudent  me^ureof  thse  convention 
in  unlettliog  the  faith  of  the  nation  in  the  fooliih  expec* 
tation  of  eftabl^fiung  atbeiim,  has  juft  prepared  the  public 
mind  for  iucb  2^  change ;  nor  (hah  we  be  furprifed  to  fSbe, 
in  the  cpurfe  of  a  few  years  the  difciples  of  Whitfield,  of 
Wefley,  6r  jpeifhaps  of  Swedenbocg,  ufurp  that  authority 
which  k  at  pFclent  pofleiied  by  tlie  atheiftical  chie&  of 
the  convention. 

With  refpeft  to  the  war  in  which  this  country  is  at  pre- 
fent  engaged  with  France— -we  are  willing  in  common 
candour,  to  acquit  the  Britifli  minifiry  of  the  atrocious 
chaige  df  having  at  all  entered-  into  the  views  of  the  Com- 
bined powers  in  the  abfurd  prqjed  for  a  partitiim  of 
France  i  ^od  we  believe  the  acculatbn  to  be  a  grofe  and 
unfounded  calumny.    This  will  not,  we  confefe,  apolo- 
gize fof  the  want<^pn3dence  in  our  mtniftry  in  departing 
horn  that  (jftem  of  &xi&  neutrality  which  was  fo  entirely 
efiential  to  our  proiperity.     From,  this  craceffion  it  wiU. 
be  evrd^,  that  we  think  pur  miniflrv  was  precipitate  in 
hafteaiog  a  rupt\|i:e  with  France;  and  indeed  we  do  not 
find  the^eaiops  fwrthofenieafures.  which  involved  us  in 
hoftilities  wdi  fc^ipxM^  Two  cauks  were  a0igned  by  the 
rninifter  for  bfe^kip^  with  the  French  nation :  but  tb^fe 
were  furely  quite  inconfiilent  with  each  other.     The 
firft.  was  the  atrocity  and  villainy  of  their  cooduft; 
the  (econd,  the  fear  that  their  example  mi^ht  be  followed 
sn  this  country.  Surely  we  are  correa  in  faying  thefe  two 
realojQs  are  incppfiftent.  The  morcatrocious  the  ooqditi^ 
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of  the  French,  the  lefs  danger  that  any  other  nation 
fhould  copy  their  example)  and  the  truth  is,  that 
though  every  lociety  is  liable  to  be  infefttxl  with  a  few 
cnthufiafts  and  vifionancs,  the  example  of  the  French 
has  operated  as  a  complete  warning  to  Britain,  and  as  a 
decifive  antidote  to  the  iQXtention  ot  democratic  principles 
wtich  had  perhaps  been  father  promoted  by  the  luccefs- 
fal  example  of  America. 

If  it  were  permitted  to  fcrutinize  into  the  fecrets  of 
cabinets,  perhaps  we  nuy  find  that  the  motive  of  the 
Englilh  miniftry  in  prt>voking,  and  that  of  the  Frendi 
in  declaring  war,  was  on  each  fide  a  vain-glorious  and 
abfurd  hope  of  conqueft.     It  is  to  be  prcTumed^  that 
both  parties  have  learned  a  little  wifdom  from  recent 
experience ;  and  we  (hould  be  happy  to  find  that  the 
remit  of  that  wifdom  (hould  be  the  rc-eQabli(hment  of 
peace.     It  b  an  inlult  upon  common  fenfe  to  (ay  there 
is  no  perfon  with  whom  we  can  treat.  No  matter  thrOugJi 
what  medium  tranquillity  is  reftored.     Whoever  is  pro- 
claimed by  the  public  voice  the  agent  of  any  people,  with 
that  perfon  (whatever  his  moral  charaftcr)  it  muftbc 
lawful  to  tranfaft  all  neceflary  bufinefs. 

We  conclude  therefore  in  earncftly  recommendii^ 
peace,  by  whatever  means  it  may  be  achieved-  Let  us 
leave  the  French  to  anfwer  tor  their  own  fins.  Whatever 
may  be  their  code  of  faith,  it  is  ours  to  believe  in  a  pro- 
vidential ruler,  the  avenger  ot  juftice  and  of  ctuelty.  A 
particular  fociety  does  not  trench  on  the  divine  preroga- 
tive, wheti  it  punilhcs  individual  crimes,  committed  in 
defiance  of  thofe  laws  which  it  has  eft^Milhed  for  the 
fecurity  of  its  own  members;  but  When  oae' nation 
marches  in  warlikearray  to  punifh  the  finsof  anothernati- 
on,  the  attempt  favours  too  much  ofQuixotifin,  and  the 
only  confequence  is  commonly  the  lacrifice  of  many 
innocent  and  meritorious  lives. 

Admitting  thc^tmth  of  all  that  has  beenalkg^  of 
the  depravity  of  the  French  (and  certainly  we  cannot  be 

'    .        accufcd 
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accufed  a(  any  difpofition  to  controvert  it),  ftill  the  queA 
tion  wDl  not  eafily  be'ahfwered,*  "  Wbil  ilitcreft  can 
Great  firithin  have  in  the  conteft?  what  ultimate  advan^ 
tage  are  vit  t^' derive  h*om4t'?'^ '  li  the  French  are,  as. 
they  ai?e  rcpident6d,  **a  worilHefs,  depraved,  and  incor- 
rigible 'people,^  arc  the  blood  and^reafure  of  Britain  to 
be  laviflied,  are  her  manufadltfres  and  commerce  to  be 
(acrificed,  ^or  die  purpole  of  framii^a  government  for  a 
people,  who  caiinot  upon  thcfe  ^nncipies  be  worthy  of 
the  flighteft  exertion  ?    But,  it  wiM  be  iaid,  "  the  whole 
nation  is  not  to  be  blamed  for  the  crimes  .of  a  faftion ; 
the  majority  may  probably  wiih  for  a  better  arrange- 
ment."— ;X.eive  then  the  majority  to  reform  their  own 
government.     "  But  the  emigrants  at  leaft  are  deferving 
pcrfgns,  ai^d  ought  to  be  reftored  to  their  rights  and 
property.**^— Beftow  upon  the  emignints  but  one  half  of 
the  wafte  lands,  which  it  is  reported  are  (hortly  to  be 
fold,  and  prcfent  them  with  but  one  half  year's  military 
expenditure,  and  you  will  do  them  a  mudi  more  eflentia} 
Icmdnefs  than  by  inAantly  reftoring  them  (were  it  even  in  . 
your  P9wer)  to  their  former  (ituation. 
.'  :It  is  tfadgrolTeft  of  abiurcHtiestofuppofe  that  French 
principles  can  tvct  make  an  extenfive  progrefo  in  this 
country,  unlefs  indeed  the  public  diftre&  £ould  drive 
the  people  to  defperation.     We  repeat  it,  the  French 
Uave  a&ed  in  {uch  a  mannei^,  that  the  moft  defpotic 
jpnnce  in  Europe  may  (lumber  in^  fecitfity ;  (inoe  there  is 
fcarcdy  a  people  ^i^ould  not  be  difpoled  to  fubmit  to 
fhemofl  oppreflive  mandates  of  authority,  rather  than 
jSraterniziviith  them,  or  imitate  their  dreadful  example. 
.In  one  word,  it  b  not  France  for  which  we  plead— we 
plc^  fbrourielves.     We  plead  ifor  the  diftreflcs  of  the 
poor,  for  the  embarrafirnents  61  the  manufa&urer,  for 
the  lives  of  thole  who  are  moft  dear  to  us,  for  that  blood 
which  is  much  too  precious  t&  be  (hed  in  this  truitlefi» 
ibis  thanklefs  quarrel. 
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FRENCH  CONSTITUTI6N, 

REVISED  AND  AMENDED 
NATIONAL   ASSEMBLY^ 

Alf9 

PR£SENT£D  TO  THE  KING  ON  THE  THt^JOOP 
SEPTEMBER^     tjQt. 


DECLARATION  OF  THE  RIGHTS  Of  MAN  AND  OF 
THE  CITIZENS. 

JL  HE  Reprefentatives  of  the  Fitach  peQpk»  fixmcd  ^ 
into  a  National  Aflkcnbly,  confideripg  that  igpocanop^. 
forgethilneis,  or  contempt  of  the  Ri^t»  cf  Mn^  ait  ^ 
the  fole  cauies  of  public  grievances,  and  of  the  conup- 
tion  ot  government,  have  lefolvod  to  esiiibrt^    in  a    n 
folemn  Declaration,  the  natural,  ui^ienable,  and  ikred    ^ 
Rights  of  Man,   in  ord<r  tha^t  iU^  Dedua&on,  ever 
prefent  to  all  the  Members  of  the  &oc;^i.  9ody»  mqr 
inceflantly  remind  them  of  their  rpg^  aod  of  their 
iiuties ;  to  the  ends  that  the  a£b  ol  the  ki^ative  power, 
iand  thofe  of  the  executive  power,  being  ^ble  to  be 
every  moment  compared  with  the  end  of  ^  political 
ibftitutions,  may  acquire  the  more  relpeft ;  in  order  alio 
that  the  remonfh^nces  of  the  citizens,  founded  hence- 
forward on  fimple  and  inconteftible  prindptes,  may  ever 

tend 
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tend  to  m^uatain  the  Conftitution,  and  to  promote  the 
general  good. ' 

For  this  rcafon,  the  National  Aflemblys  recognizes, 
and  declares  in  the  prefence^  and  under  the  aidTpices  oi 
the  Supreme  Being»  the  following  Rights  ci  Men  and 
Citizens : 

""1     Article.  FiasT. 

ALL  men  are  bom,  and  remsun,  free  and  equal  in 
rights :  focial  iiiftinftions  canno*  be  founded  but  on- 
common  utility. 

IL  The  cud  of  aU  political  gflbciations  is  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  fiatural  and  toiprefcriptible  ri^ts  qf  man :. 
thefor^htearaJiberty,  property,  fecurity,  andicfiftan^e 
a^inft  oppreiii(xi. 

IIL  The  principle  of y^wmg^nfjr  refides  effentially  in 
the  nation :  ho  My  §f  mcuy  no  individual,  can  ex^reife 
ai}^  mObonif  that  does  not  emanate  expi?efily  from  that 
fouice. 

.IV.  Liberty  confifb  in  the  poiver  of  doing  every 
thii^ except  that  which  is  hurtful  to  another:  herttse^ 
the  exerdfe  of  the  natural  rights  of  every  man,  has  na 
other  bounds  than  thofe  that  are  neceflary  to  enfure  to 
the  other  taieml>ers  of  fociety  the  enjoyment  of  the 
lame  rights:  thfelc  bounds  to  bp  determii^  by  tliekw 
only.  , 

V.  The  law  haS'a  right  to  forbid  thofe  aftions  alone, 
that  aife  bortfal  to  fociety.  Whatever  is  not  forbidden 
oy  the  law  cslnnot  be  hindered ;  and  no  perCon  can  be 
conftrained  to  do  that  which  the  law  ordaineth  not. 

VL  The  law  i*  the  expreffion  of  tlie  general  will :  all 
the  citizens  have  a  right  to  concur  perfonally,  or  by  their 
reprefehtatives,  to  the  formation  of  the  kw :  it  ought 
to  be  the  lame  for  all,  whether  it  proteft  or  whether  it 
punifh.  All  dtizem  being  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
arc  ^equally  admifliblc  to  public  honours,  |>laces  and 

offices. 


488  '  APPENDIX. 

offices^  accordbe  to  tbe'^r  capacity,  and  without  any 
other  diftirdion  but  that  of  their  virtue,  or  their  talents. 
VII.  No  man  can  be  acciifed,  arrefted,  ordetained, 
except  in  cales  determined  by  the  law,  and  accordii^  to 
the  forms  which  the  law  Jbath  prefqribed.  Tliofe  ^ho 
lolicit,  difpatch,  execute,  or  caufe  to  be  executed  arbi- 
trary orders,  ought  to  br  p>ini(h.ed  j  but'  »e»ciy.'  citizen 
that  is  fummoned,  or  feized,  in  virtue  S  the  law^ 
ought  to  obey  in(lantly--«he  becom^:  cdlpai:^  by 
rcfiftance.  .  ,• 

VI I L  The  law  ought  to  eftablifli  {uch  punifliraents 
only  as  are  ihridly  and  evidently  neceifiuy  s  and  no  perlon 
can  be  puniihed,  but  in  virtue  ot  a  law  ^ftablifhctl  and 
promulgated  prior  to  the  oftence,  •  and  legally  applied. 

IX.  Every  nian  being  prefumcd  inooceitf  tttt.'&ch 
lime  as  he  has  been  declared  guilty,  if  it  fliould  i)e 
deemed  abfoliitdy  hecefl^  to  arfeft  a  man,  every  knd 
of  rigour  employed,  not  neceflaiy  to  ^hcure  fas  perion, 
ought  to  be  feverely  puniOied  by  the  law.  h. 

'  X.  No  peribn  (hall  be  mokfted  for  hisopmiQi%  even 
fuch  as  are  religious,  provided  that  the  ttatoi&AalkntJf 
thbCc  opinions  does  not  difturb  the  publie  oider  c^hfalifliw 
ed  by  the  law.  ri  >/    t 

XI.  The  free  communication  ot  thoogbt, .afld  c< 
opinion,  is  one  Ot  the  moft  precious  ri^Cs  otBgan. 
Every  citizen,  therefoit,  may  freely  fpeak,  writf^  and 
publi(h  his  fentimeiits;  fubje£l,  however,  toanfwerlor 
tlie  abufeof  that  liberty,  in  cales  deteratiiiied  by  the  kw. 
XI L  The  guarantee  of  the  r^hts  of  men  and  df  i- 
zens  involves  a  neceffity  ot  public  JorctL  This-  fotre  b 
then  inftituted  for  the  advantage  c^  aH,  aod^iadt  for  the 
particular  utility  of  thofe  tQ  whom  it  is  ci)rifided. 

X 1 1 F.  For  the  maintainance  of  the  pufattc  fbroe,  and 
for  the  expences  of  adminiftration,  a  common  corttribrfi 
tion  is  indilpenfably  neceffary  :  this  contribution  fliouM 
be  equally  divided  among  all  the  citizens,  in  proportion 
to  their  abilitrcs. 

XIV.  Ever 
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XIV.  Evcrp'tatizeiLihaa  ^^Y^U  ^  himferf,  or  by 
his  reprefentiitiye^  to^decide^concetnit^the  neceifity  of 
the  ptibiiG XDQUibiidbn  V  ^to  oenfebl?  to  itifreely  ^  to  look 
after  the employiocBt  dk i:Jtd)]fasl«Tnme^he'<]uantity^ 
the  diftribition^cthc^co^cflfioai^  Badtiuration/    "^^ 

X  V4>&iefety  has  a  right  to  dolnand  irom  every  public 
agents  a^  accoHnti  of  hi&  adniinrftration. 

Xyl;  ^heiltynety  in  which' the  guarantee  of  rights  is 
not  Bl^vGdy  nor  ttelepai^Qsi^o^  powers  determined^ 
has  no  conjlitution. 

X¥ll: ^Property  being  a  ri^  inviolable  and  facred^ 
no  perfon  caa  be  tieprived  of  k/  except  Svben  the{)ublic 
necelfity,  Va^y  aicertained, :  fiiiiti  evidently  cequite  ir^ 
and  on  conditicm  of  a  juft  add' previous  in^mnification. 

Ths  Nktional  Assembly,  defirous  of  eftabliih- 
ing  the  SVcnchConftitution  ,on'»  the  principles:  which  it 
has  ^ufl>  no\r  TCCognifed  and  declared,  abolilhes,  irrevo  • 
caU]^ .  tbdfe  inititutions  which'  are  injurious  to  liberty 
and  equality  of  rights. 

Thm  b  TKi  longer  any  noiiliiyi  not  peerage j  nor 
herediiat^ihftinBHonry  nor  difference  of  orders^  nor 
JtuiiV  gCfUrmnentj  nor  fattimonial  jurifdiBiorit  nor 
any  of  the  titles^  denominations  and  prerogatives  which 
are  derived  fnom  them ;  nor  any  of  the  orders  of  chivalry^ 
corpoTjotimiSitx  decorations  kx  w4iidi  proofeof  nobility 
were  oemiired^  nor  any  kind  of  iuperiority,  but  that  di 
public 'njndtianatries  in  tlie  exerdfe  of  their  fundions. 

N(y  pnbfic  office  is  henceforth' Aere^ztory  bTjpurchafe^ 
able,  '^n  -■-  ♦-. '••  ;       .  ■;     A 

No  parflof  J^  ration,  nor  any  individuifli  can  hence- 
forth ^A^myfritileg^at^mpiidn  fi?om  the  common 
rights  ot rail' Frenchmen,    03  j    :;) 

There  aceiOio^rfiCl^  wwiiwfHps  or  corporations  m 
profeffions;  arts  or  trades. 

The  law  recognifes  no  longer  any  religious  vowsy  nor 
any  other  engagement  which  would  be  contrary  to  natural, 
rights,  or  to  the  Conftitution. 

TITLE 


49©  APPENDIX. 

T  I  T  L  E     I.      - 

JUNDAMENTAL    REGULATIONS    CUARANTE'ED    BY 
THE  CONSTITirTION. 

THE  Conftitution  guarantees,  as  n^tqral  and  civil 
Tights, 

1.  Jhat  all  the  citizens  are  admiffible  to  places  and 
eiTiployments,  without  any  other  diftin6tion  than  that  of 
virtue  and  talents. 

2.  That  all  taxes  (hall  be  equally  divided  amongft  all 
the  citizens,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities. 

3-  That  the  fame  crimes  (hall  be  fubjed  to  the  fame 
punifhments,  without  any  diftinftion  of  perfons. 

The  Conftitution  in  like  manner  guarantees,  as  natu- 
ral and  civil  rights,  liberty  to  every  man  to  go,  ftay,  or 
depart,  Without  being  arretted,  or  detained,  except 
according  to  the  forms  determined  by  the  Conftitution. 

Liberty  to  every  man  to  fpeak,  vmte,  print  and  pub- 
liih  his  thoughts,  without  the  writings  being  fubjeded 
to  cenfure  or  infpeftion  before  their  publication,  and  to 
cxercife  the  religious  worfhip  to  which  he  is  attached. 

Liberty  to  the  citizens  to  aflemble  peaceably,  and 
without  arms,  in  complying  with  the  laws  of  police. 

Liberty  to  addrcfs  to  the  conftituted  authorities,  peti- 
tions figned  by  individuals. 

The  Legiflative  Power  can  make  no  law  which  would 
itttack,  or  impede  the  exercife  of  the  natural  or  civil 
rights  expreffcd  in  the  prefent  title,  and  guaranteed  by  the 
Conftitution ;  but  as  liberty  confifts  only  in  the  power  of 
doing  what  neither  injures  the  rights  of  another,  nor  the 
public  fafety,  the  law  may  eftabhfti  penalties  againft  afts 
which,  attacking  either  the  rights  of  gthers,  or  the  public 
fafety,  would  be  injurious  to  fociety.  ^ 

The  conftitution  guarantees  the  inviolability  of  pro- 
perty, or  a  juft  and  previous  indemnity  for  that  of  whidi 

public 


APPENDIX.  49^ 

public  neceffity,   legaUy  proved,  fliall  requiie  the  (a- 
aifice. 

Property,  dcftined  to  the  expcncc  of  worlhip,  and  to 
all  iervicescrf^. public  utility,  belongs  to  the  nation  and 
ihall  at  aU  times  be  at  its  difpoGd. 

The  Conftitution  guarantees  all  the  alienations  which 
have  been,  or  which  ftiali  be  made  according  to  the  fonm 
eftabliflied  by  the  law. 

The  citizens  have  a  right  to  choofe  or  ele3t  the  minir 
fters  of  their  rclijgions. 

-  Ther$  fhall  be  created  and  orgahifed,  a  general  eftab<* 
lifliment  oSfublic  aid  for  the  education  of  deferted  diil* 
dren,  to  relieve  the  infirm  poor*  and  to  procure  woA  for 
the  healthy  poor  who  have  not  been  able  to  find  it  for 
themlelves. 

There  (hall  be  created  and  organiied,  z  public  infiruc^ 
tioftf  common  to  all  citizens,  gratuitous  with  r^vd  t6 
thofe  parts  of  tuition  indifpenfable  for  all  men,  and  of 
which  the  eftablifhments  (hall  be  gradually  diftributtd 
in  a  proportion  combined  with  the  divifion  of  the 
kingdom.  "  * 

Thiere  (hall  be  eftablifhed,  national /eJHvals^  to  pie- 
fove  the  remembrance  of  the  French  Revolution,  t6 
keep  up  fraternal  afie&ion  amongfl  the  dtizens,  and  at- 
tachment to  the  conflitution,  the  countTjr,  and  the  laws* 
There  (hall  be  drawn  up,  a  code  of  civil  laws,  common 
to  all  the  kii^om. 

TITLE  IL 

OF    THE    DIVISION    OF    THE    KINGDOM,    AND    TH% 
STATE  OF  THE  CITIZENS. 

I.  THE  KINGDOM  is  (m^  and  indivijible:  its  tetti- 
tory  is  divided  into  eighty-three  departments;  every 
d^artment  into  diftriAs  ;  each  dilhid  into  cantons. 

II.  Thofe  are  French  citizens^ 

Who  arc  bom  in  France,  of  a  French  fadier; 

Who, 
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Who,  havii^bccnborn  in  France,  of  a  foreign  father, 
have  fix^d  their  refidence  in  the  kingdon ; 

Who,  having  been  barn  iii  a  foreign  colxntry,  of  a 
French  father,  haverehirried  to  fettle  in  IfVancc,  and  have 
taken  the  civic  oath.      * 

In  fine,  who  having  been  bom  in  a  foreign  country, 
being  defccnded,  in  what  fever  degree,  frwit  a  French 
man  or  a  French  worni^h  ivho  have  left  thdr  country 
frctth  religious  motives,  come  to  rpfide  in  FWnceand  take 
the  civic  oath.  '  ' 

III.  Thofe  who,  having  been  bom  out/ cf. the  king- 
dom, of  foreign  parents,  but  refide  in  France,  become 
French  Citizens,  after  five  years  of  continued  refidencc 
in  the  kingdom ;  if,  befidcs,  they  had  acquiitd  immove- 
able property,  or  married  a  French  woman,  or  fi3rmed 
an  eftablilhment  of  s^culture  or  commoiDB,  and  if 
tfaey  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

IV.  The  legiflative  power  may,  from  isip^rtant 
coniiderations,  naturalize  a  foreigner,  upon  no  other 
condition  than  that  of  refiding  in  France,  and  takii^ 
the  dvic  oath. 

V.  The  civic  oath  is,  I  Jw tar  to  be  fAtthfiU  to  the 
Nation^  ^ the  Law,  and  the  King;  and  to  maintain^ 
with  all  my  power,  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom 
decreed  by  the  Conjlitttent  Ajjembly  in  the  year  1789, 
1790,  and  1791. 

VI.  The  quality  of  a  French  Citizen  is  lofl : 
ift.  By  naturalization  in  a  foreign  country; 

2d,  By  being  condemned  to  penalties  which  involve 
the  civic  degradation,  provided  the  perfon  condemned 
be  not  re-in^ted. 

3d,  By  a  fenteiice  of  contumacy,  provided  the 
fentence  be  not  annulled ; 

4th,  By  an  affociation  with  any  foreign  order  of 
chivahry,  or  any  foreign  body,  which  (hall  fuppofe  either 
proofe  of  nobility,  or  diftin6Uon  of  birth,  or  require 
religious  vows.         .  ,  •  • 

VII.  The 
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VII.  The  law  regards  marriage  foleljr  as  a  civil 
contra^.  The  legiflative  povvqrihall  eftablifli  for  all  the 
inhafoitantSy^  without  diftin£tw)ii,,.the  mode  by  which 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  (hall  be  aicertained,  and 
(hall  appoint  the  public  .oiiu;eiB,  who  (hall  receive  and 
preferve  thciOSftificaitesof  theiiPr   . 

VIII.  Frtnch  Citis^ns,  confidered  with  re(pe£t  to 
thofe  local  icktiDn$  whicli  arife  out  of  their  aflbciatipn 
in  cities,   and  in  certain  divi(ions  of  territory  in  the 

c6untry>  (10m  the  c^mm«im/2>4« 

The  le^flative  power  may  fix  the  extent  and  boundary 
of  each  community.. 

IX.  nnic  citizens  who  commie  each  conuriunity, 
have  a  right  oi  choofing,  for  a  time,  according  to  the 
forms  prefcribed  by  the  law,  thoie  ^unong  them,  who, 
under  the  name  of  municipal  ofictrs^  are  chaiged  ^th 
the  managoment  of  the  particukr  affairs  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

To  die  municipal  officers  may  be  delegated,  certain 
fundions  relative  to  the  genei^  interefi  of  the  (late. 

X.  The  rules  which  the  municipal  officers  (hall  be 
bound  to  fi>llow,  in  the  exercife  both  of  the  municipal 
fundions  and  of  thofe  which  (hall  be  delected  to  them 
for  the  general  interefi>  (hall  be  fixed  by  the  law.   , 

TITLE    III. 

OF  THE  PUBLIC  POWERS. 

h  THE  Jifvereignly  is  one,  indiyifible,  inalienable, 
and  imiMre(cnptible ;  it  belongs  to  the  nation :  no  fedion 
of  the  people,  nor  any  individxial,  can  aflume  to  it(elf 
the  exerci(e  of  it. .      . 

II.  The  Nation,  from  which  alone  flow  all  the 
powers,  cannot  exercife  them  but  by  .delegation. 

The  French  Conftitution  is  reprejentative ;  the 
Vcprefentatives  are  the  l^flative  body,  and  the, king.  -  ' 

III  The 
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IIL  The  legiflative  power  is  delegated  to  a  National 

.  Aflembly,  compofed  of  temporary  rcprefentatives  frcdy 

cbofen  by  the  people,  to  be  exercifed  by  this  Aflcmbly, 

ivith  the  iandion  ot  the  King,  in  manner  afterwards 

^termined. 

IV.  The  .government  is  monarchical ;  the  executive 
ptifwet  is  delegated  to  the  King,  to  be  exerciled  under  hi^ 
authority,,  by  minifters  and  other  refponfible  agents,  in 
manner  ^erwards  to  be  determined. 

V.  The  judicial  power  is  delegated  to  judges  choien 
for  a  tinie  b^  the  people. 

CHAP,    h 

OF  TUB    I^ATIONAL    L^GISLATIVB  A^SS^MJI^Y. 

HE  National  Aflembly,  forming  the  Ipgiflative 
body,  is  permanent,  and  confifts  of  one  chamber  only. 

I L  That  it  (hall  be  formed  by  new  eleftions  every  two 
yws. 

Each  period  of  two  years  (hall  form  one  l^flature. 

Ilh  The  difpofitjons  of  the  precedii^  arfides  (hall 
not  take  place  with  refpeft  to  the  enluing  lOTflativc 
body,  whofe  powers  (hall  ceafe  the  laft  day  of  April, 

^793- 

IV.  The  renewal  of  the  l^iflative  body  (hall  be 
matter  of  full  right. 

V.  The  legiflative  body  cannot  be  diflblved  by  the 
king. 

S  E  C  T  1  O  N    I.  '     ^ 

Number  of  Rtprefcntativcs^^Bafes  of  Rtpf4ftfiMwi4 

I.  THE  number  of  iieprefentath^es  to  the  legiflative 

Ixxly  i$  (even  hundred  ^nd  forty-five,  on  account  of  the 

eighty*tjbi^  df^jps^rtm^ts  o^  whi^^i  tlie  juogidQixi  is  com- 

*     4  pofcd. 
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pofed,  and  independent  of  thofe  that  may  be  gtanted  to. 
the  colonies. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  (hall  be  diftribufed  among  the 
eighty-three  departments,  according  to  the  three  propor- 
tions of  territory,  oi  p6pulati(m,  and  of  direH  contribu^ 
tion. 

III.  Of  the  feven  hundred  and  forty-five  reprefenta- 
tives, two  hundred  and  forty-feven  are  attached  to  the 
territory. 

Of  thefe  each  department  (hall  nominate  three,  except 
the  department  of  Paris,  which  (hall  only  nominate  one. 

IV.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  reprefentatives  are 
attributed  to  the  population. 

The  total  mais  dt  the  a£tive  population  of  the  king- 
dom is  divided  into  two  hundred  and  forty^nine  parts, 
and  each  department  nominates  as  many  of  the  deputies 
as  it  contains  parts  of  the  population. 

V.  Two  hundfed  and  forty-nine  reprefentatives  are 
attached  to  the  diroft  contribution. 

l^he  fum  tot^  of  the  direft  contribution  of  the  king- 
dom is  likewife  divided  into  two  hundred  and  forty-nine 
parts;  and  each  depurtment  nominates  as  many  dq)utic3 
as  it  pays  parts  c^  the  contribution. 

SECTION    II. 
Primary  AJfemblits — Nomination  of  EleSors. 

I.  IN  order  to  form  a  National  L^flative  Aflembly, 
the  A&ive  Citizens  (hall  meet  every  two  years,  in  Prima-  . 
ry  AflembUes^  m  the  towns  and  cantons. 

The  Primary  Aflemblies  fha)l  lorm  themfelves,  of 
full  right,  the  fecond  Sunday  of  March,  if  they  have 
not  been  convoked  fooner  by  the  public  officers  efla- 
blifhed  by  law. 

II.  To  be  an  Adive  Citizen,  it  is  necedOfaiy, 
To  be  born,  or  to  have  become  a  Frenchman  i 

To 
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To  be  twcnt)'-five  years  of  3^  complete  $ 

To  have  refided  in  the  city  or  canton  during  the  time 
determined  by  the  law.    . 

To  pay,^in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  a  direft  contri- 
bution, at  leall  equal  to  the  value  of  three  days  labour, 
and  to  produce  the  acquittance ; 

Not  to  be  in  a  menial  capacity,  namely,  tliat  of  a 
Servant  receivbg  wages; 

To  be  inicribed  in  the  municipality  of  tlie  ^iacc  of 
his  refidence,  in  .the  lift  of  ^  the  national  guards; 

To  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Every  (ix  years  the  legiflative  body  (hall  fix  the 
mnimum  and  the  maximum  of  the  value  of  a  dayV 
kbour,  and  the  adminiftrators  of  the  dqiartments  ihaU 
detennlne  the  rate  for  every  diftrid. 

IV.  None  ihall  exercife  the  nghts  of  an  aElive  citizen 
in  more  than  one  place,  nor  employ  another  as  his 
fubflitute. 

V.  Thofe  (hall  be  excluded  from  the  r^ts  of  an 
aftiye  citizen.  . 

Who  are  in  a  ftate  of  accufation. 

Who,  after  having  been  conftituted  in  a  date  of 
Mure,  or  infolvability^  proved  by  authentic  documents, 
ihall  not  produce  a  general  difchaige  from  their  creditors. 

VI.  The  Primary  .AiTemblies  (hall  nameele&ois  in 
proportion  to  the  nUiUber  of  active  citizens  reiidii^  in 
the  town  or  canton. 

There  (hall  be  named  one  eleftor  for  a  hundred  adive 
citizens  prefent,  or  not,  in  the  Aflembly. 

There  (hall  be  named  two  for  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  to  two  hundred  and  fifty;  and  (bon in  this  proportion. 

y  n.  No  man  can  be  named  elector,  if  along  with  the 
conditions  neceflary  in  order  to  be  an  aftivexitizen,  be 
does  not  join  the  following  :-^In  towns  of  more  than 
fix  thou^d  inhabitants,  .that  of  being  proprietor  or  life- 
renter  of  a  ptoperty  valued  on  the  rolls  of  contribution, 

at 
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at  a  f^vcnue  equal  to  the  local  value  of  twp  hundred  days 
labour  j  or  of  renting  a  houfe,  valued  on  the  fame  rolk, 
at  a  revenue  equal  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty^ 
days  labouf  i*  •  ^  ^  i  ^  *"      *        '       «') 

In  to;vn^  betew  fix  thou&nd*  inhabitants  that  of  being 
proprietor,  valued  on  the  rolls  of  contribution,  at  a 
revenue  equal'^^tb  the  local  ^alue  of  one  hundred  and 
filty  days  labour;  or  of  renting  a  houfe,  valued  on  the 
fame  rolls,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the  value  of  onehunditd 
dayslaboiifJ'^^*:^  '•  •         » 

And,  in  the  countr}%  that  of  being  pim)riet0r'cr  Yik^ 
renter  trf  a  pifepftttf,'  vsJued  on  the  rolls  of^ contribution, 
at « ttvehue  ecjttkl  to  the  local  valofe  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  ftayi'hbewri; 'or  of  being  4  farmer  of  lands,  valued 
on  the  fame  rolis^  at  the  value  of'  four  hundred  days 
labom'i-    ■'•'"-  ^-'  "      •  .. 

Wifli  '^fp^  to  WoTe  who  Ihall  be  at  the  fame  time 
proprietors  or  life^renterF  on  one  hand,  and  takefmen  or 
farmer^  on  the^'tfeHer,  their  powers  on  thele  different 
accounts  fhall  be  added  together,  to  eftablilh  their 
digibility. 

■     -     -^^''  SECTION    in. 
ElcRoral  AJftittblies-^Ncmin^um  of  Reprcftntativcs. 

V 

1.  THE  cleftors  named  in  each  department  (hall 
convene  in  or^K  tP  choofe  that  number  of  reprefentatives 
whofc  nomination  bdongs  to  their  department,  and  a 
number'pfjilbftiititfce  equal  tQ>t^  third  of  the  reprenfen- 

tativC34   •_•:  ^  .-:':♦..  .,',•:•    rib  • 

The:Elcfitorrt,AJQfe^  thcmfdves,  of 

full  ri^i.  lihe:,}ftft,Siv;id^  9f  .March,  if  they  have  not 
been  conycJced  fooner  by  the  public  officers  appointed  b) 

9.  The  reprefentatives  and  fobflitutes  fhsUl  be  chofen 
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iDy  an  ibfoliite  majority  of  votes,  and  icfafthot  be  chofea 
but  from  amongft  the  aftrve  citizens  m  t\St  6dpatuxicni. 

ill.  All  the  aAive  cttizehs,  whatever  be  riieir  condi- 
tion, profeffion,  or  contribution,  may  be  ch<^cn  reprefen- 
tatives  ol  the  nation.  » 

IV.'  THofe,  however,  fhall  be  obliged  to  decide  be- 
tween one  or  other  fituation—Minlfters,  and  other  ^ents 
of  the  executive  power,  removeable  at  ^ledfdre ;  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  national  treafury ;  Cblle^rs  and  recei- 
vers of  direft  contributions;  Superintendantsof  tbccd- 
leftion  Or  management  of  indiredl  cohtfibvKions  and 
national  domains,  and  thofe  who,  under  any  ddiomina- 
tion  whatever,  are  attached  to  the  employments  df  the 
military  or  civil  houfehold  of  the  King.  - 

The  adminiftrators,  fub-adminiftmtofs,  municipal 
officers,  and  commandants  of  the  national  guards^  (hall 
alfo  be  obliged  to  make  a  choice. 
.  V,  The  exercife  of  judiciary  funflions  (hall  be  incom- 
patable  with  thofe  of  a  reprefcntative  of  the  nation  during 
all  the  continuance  of  the  legiflature. 

The  judges  (hall  be  replaced  by  their  fubflitctes,  and 
the  King  (hall  provide,  by  briefs  of  commiffion,  for  the 
replacing  of  his  commiflaries  at  the  tribunals. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  legiflative  body  may  be  le- 
ciefted  to  the  next  legiflature ;  but  not  iy&erwards,  till 
a^'ter  an  inter\'al  of  one  legiflature. 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  named  in  the  departments, 
flniUnot  be  reprelentatives  of  a  particular  department,  but 
of 'the  whole  nation,  and  no  mandate  can  tw  given 
them.  '  ' 

5ECtlOJi^lV. 

SeJJion  and  Regulation  of  th/s  Primiry  and  ElcRoral 

-V-  •  .  .  AjfftTfihlic^.  ,  .' 

^'  1.  THE  Fundions  of  the  Primary  and  Elcaoial 

.  AflTcmblies  are  limited  to  the  right  of  elefling ;  and  as 

foon  as  the  Eleftions  arc  over,  ihey  (hall  feparate,  and 

^  Qiai: 
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fhall  not  form  themfelves  anew,  but  when  theyihall  be 
convoked :  if  it  be  not  in  the  c4c  of  Sed.  II.  Art.  I. 
aad  of  ScQ^.  1 1 1.  Art  i*  ^ove.  ^ 

I I.  No  odive  citizen  can  enter.and  vote  in  aaadembly 
if  he  is  armed. 

III.  Armed  force  cannot  be  introduced  in  the  meet- 
'mg,  excepfe  at  the  exprefe  defire  of  the  Afle'rtibly,  unlefs 
in  tte  cafe  of  achial. violence,  when  the  order  of  the'Pre- 
iident  (hall  be  lufficient  to  call  in  the  aid  of  publicibrce. 

IV.  Every  two  years,  there  (hall  be  drawn  up  in 
each  diftrift,  lifts  by  cantons  of  the  adive  citizens  :'  and 
the  lifl;  of  each  canton  ihall  be  publifhed  and  pofted  up 
two  months  before  the  meeting  of  the  Primary  Afiembly. 
Theprotefts  which  fhall  be  made  either  agunft  the  right 
of  citizens  named  in  the  lift,  or  on  the  part  of  thofe  who^ 
ihaU  a$rm  tliat  they  are  unjuftly  omitted,  (hall  be  car- 
ried  to  the  tribunals,  to  be  there  iiimmarily  decided  upon. 

The  lift  Ihall  ferve  to  regulate  the  admiflion  of  citizens 
in  the  new. Primary  Aflembly,  in  every  point  that  (hall 
not  liave  bean  afcertained  by  a  fentence  pronounced  be- 
fore the  fitting  of  the  Aflembly. 

V.  The  Eleftoral  Aflemblies,  have  the  right  of  veri- 
fying the  qualifications  and  powers  of  thofe  who  prefent 
themf^ves  there  ^  and  their  decifions  fhall  be  provmonally 
executed,  with  areferve  for  the  fentence  of  the  legiflative 
body  at  tl^  time  of  the  verification  of  the  powen  of 
deputies. 

VI.  In  no  cafe,  and  under  no  pretext,  (b^l^the  King 
or  any  agents  named  by  him,,  interfere  in  queftions  rela- 
tive  to  the  r^plation  of  the  convocations,  the  fitting  of 
affemblies,  the  form  of  eleftions,  or  the  pofitiqQ  r^hts 
of  citizens.  Without  prejudice,  however,  to  the  func- 
tions of  the  commiffaries  of  the  King,  in  the  cafes  deter- 
mined by  law,  where  queftions  reiattve  to^  the  :|)olitical 
rights  ot  citizens  otghtto  be  carried  to  the  tribunals. 

SECTION 
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^^^  Section     V.. 

Meeting  of  the  Reprefentatives  in  the  National  Legijlor 
tive  AJfembly. 

I.  THE  reprefentatives  (hall  aflemble  on  the  firft 
Monday  of  May,  in  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  latt 
legiflature. 

II.  They  (hall  form  themfelves,  provifionally,  into 
an  AflTembly,  under  the  prcfidenceot  the  eldeft,  to  verily 
the  powers  ot  the  reprefentatives  prefent. 

III.  As  (bon  as  thefe  (hall  be  verified,  to  the  number 
of  three  hundred  and  feventy-three  members,  they  (hall 
conftitute  themfelves  under  the  title  of  the  National 
Legtjlative  AJfembly ;  they  (hall  name  a  prefident,  vicc- 
prc(ident,  and  fecretarics,  and  enter  upon  the  cxcercife 
of  their  funftions. 

IV.  During  the  whole  of  the  month  of  May,  if  the 
number  of  reprefentatives  prefent  fall  (hort  of  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy-three,  the  Aflembly  (hall  not  perform 
any  legiflative  aft.  They  may  iffiie  an  anfit,  enjoining 
the  abfcnt  members  to  attend  to  their  funftions  within 
fiften  days  at  &rthefl,  under  a  penalty  ot  three  tboufand 
livres,  if  they  do  not  produce  an  excu(e  ^hich  (ball  be 
deemed  lawfpl  by  the  legiflative  body. 

V.  On  the  laft  day  of  May,  whatever  be  the  number 
of  members  prefent,  they  (hall  conftitute  themfelves  a 
National  Legiflative  AfTcmbly. 

yi.  The  reprefentatives  (hall  pronounce  in  a  body,  in 
the  name  of  the  French  people,  the  oath,  "  to  live  free 
or  die*** 

They  (hall  tlien  individually  take  the  oath,  to  main^ 
tain^  with  all  their  power^  the  con/litution  of  the  iing* 
ddmj  decreed  by  the  National  Conjtituent  AJjembly  dur* 
ing  the  years  1789,  1790,  and  1791;  to  propofe  or 
affent  to  nothing  in  the  courfe  of  the  legijlatv.re^  which 

may 
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may  at  all  tend  to  infringe  it ;  and  to  he,  in  every  ref- 
peBf  faithful  to  the  Nation^  the  Law,  and  the  King. 

Vi  I.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  are  inviolable^ 
they  cannot  be  examined,  accufeil,  or  judged  at  any  time 
with  refpeft  to  what  they  have  laid,  written,  or  done,  in 
the  excercile  of  their  funftions  as  reprefentatives* 

VII  I.  They  jnay  for  a  crime  be  (eized  in  the  aft,  or 
in  virtue  of  an  order  of  arreft ;  but  notice  fhall  be  given 
of  it,  without  delay,  to  the  L^iflative  Body ;  and  the 
profecution  (hall  not  be  continued,  till  after  the  L^ifla- 
tive  Body  fliall  have  decided  that  there  is  ground  for 
accufation. 

CHAP.    II. 

OF      THK     ROYAL.TY,     THE     RSG£NCY,      AND    THE* 
MINISTEKS. 

SECTION  I. 

Of  the  Royalty  and  the  King. 

I.  J[  HE  Royalty  is  indivifible,  and  delegated  heredi- 
tarily to  the  race  on  the  throne,  from  male  to  male,  by 
order  of  primogeniture,  to  the  perpetual  exclufion  of  the. 
women  and  their  defeendants. 

Nothing  is  prejudged  refpeding  the  efFed  of  renunci- 
ations in  the  race  on  the  throne. 

II.  The  perlon  of  the  king  is  facred  and  inviolable : 
hb  only  title  is  King  of  the  French. 

III.  There  is  no  authority  in  France  fuperior  to  that 
of  the  law.  The  King  reigns  only  by  it,  and  it  is  only 
in  the  name  of  the  law  that  he  can  require  obedience. 

IV.  The  king  on  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  or  at 
the  period  of  his  majority,  (hall  take  to,  the  Nation,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  legiflative  body,  the  oath,  "  To  be 

faithfd  to  the  Nation,  and  to  the  Law  ;  to  employ  all 
the  power  delegated  to  him^  to  maintain  the  Conjlitution 

K  k  3  decreed 
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decreed  hy  ih€  Nationad  GonJlUuent  AJfcmhly  in  the 
years  if%^;  i^gOyCndxy^i  ;  and  to  cdufe  the  laxtfs  to 
be  executed/^ 

IF  the  LegiflativcBDdy  fliall  not  be  aflembled,  the 
kitig  fhall  caufe  a  prociamation  to  be  iflued,  in  which 
fhall  be  eiclptiefleci  hk  oath^  aod  a  promife  to  repeat  it  as 
foon^as  the  legiflative  body  Qiall  aflemble. 

V.  If;  onemOnth  attey  an  invitation  by  the  legiflative 
body,  tint  king  has  not  taken  this  oath,  or  if  alter  taking 
it  he  Ihall  ffetraft,  he  fhall  be  deemed  to  have  abdicated 

.  the  roj'alt^. 

VI.  It  the  king  put  himfclf  at  the  head  of  an  army, 
and  dire(^  the  forces  of  it  againft  the  nation ;  or  if  he  do 
not  oppofe,  by  a  forma!  adt,  any  luch  enterprife  under- 
t:iken  In  his  name,  he  (hall.be  deemed  to  Iiavc  abclicated. 

Vf  I.   If  the  king  having  gone  out  of  the  kingdom, 

.  do  not  return,  on  the  ixxvitation  of  the  legiflative  body, 

and  within"*the  delay  fixed  by  the  proclamation,  which 

cannot  be  Icfs  than  two  ipontlis,  he  (hall  be  deenicd  to 

have  abdicated. 

The  delay  (hall  commence  from  the  day  when  the  pro- 
damation  of  the  legiflative  body  (hall  have  publi(hed  in 
the  place  of  its  fitting;  and  the  minifters (hall  be  obliged 
under  fheir  rdponfibility,  to  perform  all  the  adls  of  the 
executive  power,  the  exercife  of  which  (hall  be  fufpended, 
in  the  hands  of  the  abfent  king. 

VIII.  After  abdication,  expre(s  or  legal,  the  kir^ 
(hall  be  in  the  clafs  of  .citizens,  and  may  be  accufed  and 
tried,  like  therpt  for  aSs  pofterior  to  his  abdication. 

IX.  The  partitulardfbfts  which  the  king  pp^feffcs  at 
his  accefBon  ta  the  throne,  aire  irrevocably  ^laited  to  the 
domain  bf  the  nation;  he  has  the  difpofitioo  of  thofc 
t^'hich  he  aequites  on  his  ow©  private  account ;  if  he  has 
not  dHpofed  of  them,  thqrarc  inlikemaanct  u^tcd  at  the 
^nd  of  the  reign         .  '. ' 

•X.  The  Nation  makes  provifion  for  the  fplendour  of 
;:hc  th;one  by  a  civil  lift,  ot  which  the  Legiflative  Bodv 

(hail 
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|hall  fix  the  fum  at  tbe^co^pmpij^qnent  of  each  reiga» 
for  the  whole  duration  o!  that  reign. 

XI.  The  king  (hall  appoint  an  adnriniftratot  rfthe 
civil  lift,  wfio  fhall  inftitute  all  fuits  for  the  king,'  and 
againft  whom  all  aftions  tor  debts  of  the  king  fhall  be  car- 
ried on,  nndjuclgments  given  md  executed.  Sentences 
of  condeAination,'  obtained  by  the  creditors  of  the  civil 
lift,  fhall  be  executed  againft  the  adminiftrator  peribnally 
and  his  private  fortune.  '    ' 

XII.  The  king  fhall  have,  independent  of  the  hono- 
rary guard  which  Ihall  be  furniflied  him  by  the  cttizens, 
national  guards  of  the  place  of  hisrefjdence,  aguarcji  paki 
from  the  funds  of  the  civil  lift.  It  (hall  not  exceed  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  foot,  and  fix  hundred  horie. 

The  degrees  and  rules  of  advancement  (haU  he  tiie 
fame  ih  it  as  amohgft  the  troops  of  the  line.  But  thofe 
who  compofe  the  king^s  guards,  (hall  pais  throu^  all  t^e 
degrees  excluiively  amongft  themfelves,  and  (pinnot 
6btain  any  in  the  army  of  the  line.  -    j 

The  king  cannot  choofe  his  guards,  but  amo^g^thofe 
who  are  at  prefcnt  in  aQive  fervice  in  the  trqops  of  the 
line^  or  amongft:  the  citizens  who  have  ferved  a  year  in 
the  nadonal  guards,  provided  they  arc  ^(ident  in  the 
kingdom,  and  that  they  have  ptevioufly  taken  the  civic 
oajh. 

The  king's  guards  cannot  be  ordered  or  required  for 
any  other  public  fervice.     ' 

SECTION.  XL 

'  r         Of  /*^    Regency.         '   ( 

,  f.  THE  kingisaminartifl  theageof  eigbte^ilGom- 

'  fftfete  J  and  diiring  his  minority  there  Qjall  tS  a  r^nt  of 

■tbe-kiftgilorri.  '  ;    - 

/^^  I  i .  The-  regency  bd<>ngs'  toi  the  rdation  of.the., kipg 

Who  IS  ncirt  ifi  dlagtce?  accocdingio  the  ord^r  of  (uooefJJon 

to  the  throne,  and  who  has  attained  the  age'of^vpnty- 

*     ~'-  ",'  *  .'    ;    i*     '.'•'.  ■-;  1-.-  -  -.  ■       ..  .M'     •.-  five 
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five,  provided  he  be  a  Frenchman  refident  ki  the  kingdom 
and  not  prefurnptive  heir  to  any  other  crown,  and  have 
taken  the  civic  oath. 

Women  are  excluded  from  the  regenq^ 

III.  If  a  minor  king  have  no  relations  who  unite  the 
above-^iaalitie&i-thc  vegeat  of  the  kingdom  (hail  be  cled- 
cd  as  is  direfted  in  the  following  articles : 

IV.  The  Legiflative  Body  (hall  not  elcd  the  regent. 
y .  The  eledors  of  each  diftrid  (hall  aflcmble  in  the 

chief  place  of  their  dlftrift,  after  a  proclamation,  which 
fiiall  be  ifllied  in  the  fii'ft  'v^eek  of  the  new  reign,  by  the 
legiflative  body,  if  convened  ;  and  if  fcparated,  the  mini- 
fter  of  juflice  (hall  be  bound  to  make  that  proclamation 
in  the  fame  week. 

VI.  The  eleftors  (hall  name  in  every  difbrift,  by  indi- 
vidual (crutiny,  and  ablolute  plurality  of  votes,  a  citizen 
eligible  and  refident  in  the  diftrid,  to  whom  they  (hall 
give  by  the  proces-verbal  of  the  eledion,  a  (pecial  man- 
date, limited  to  the  fole  funftion  of  elefting  the  citizen 
whom  he  (hall  judge  in  his  heart  and  confcicnce  the  moft 
worthy  of  being  r^ent  of  the  kingdom. 

VI  I.  The  citizens  having  thele  mandates,  elefl^ed  in 
the  diftrift,  (hall  be  bound  to  jfiemble  in  the  town 
where  the  legiflative  body  holds  his  feat,  the  fortieth  day 
at  fartheft,  counting  from  that  of  the  advancement  of 
the  minor  king  to  the  throne ;  and  they  (hall  form  there 
tlie  eleftoral  aflembly,  who  (hall  proceed  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  regent. 

VIII.  The  election  of  the  regent  fliall  be  mad^ 
by  ir«dividual  fcrutihy  and  abfohite  plurality  of  voices. 

IX.  The  elcftoral  afTembly  cannot  employ  itfelf,  but 
relative  to  this  elcflion,.and  (hall  leparate  as  fbon  as  ihe 
cleftion  is  finilhed.  —  Every  other  aft  which  it  (hall 
aUempt,  is  declared  uncondiiutiona],  and  of  no  effert. 

X.  The  eledoral  afitinbly  fliall  make  iis  prefidcnt 
prefent  the  prpces-veibai  of  the  Gicdtion,  to  ti)e  legiflative 

body, 
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body,  who,  after  having  vcfified  the  regularity  of  the 
cle£lion,  (h^  make  it  public  over  all  the  kingdom  by  k 
pivclamation* 

XI.  The  regent  exercifes,  till  the  king's  majority,  all' 
the  funftions  ot  royalty,  and  is  not  perfonally  refponfible 
for  the  afts  of  his  adminiftration. 

XII.  The  regent  cannot  begin  the  exercife  of  the  func- 
tions, till  after  taking  to  the  nation,  in  the  prefence  of  ithe 
fegiilative  body,  an  oath.   To  be  faithful  to  the  Nation,  * 
the  Law^  and  the  King  ; '  and  to  employ  all  the  power 
delegated  to  the  kingj  and  of  which  the  exercife  is  con* 

fidea  to  him  during  the  minority  of  the  king;  to  main^ 
tain  the  conjlitution  decreed  by  the  National  Conjiituent 
Affembly  in  the  years  1789,  179O,  and  1791,  and  tp 
caufe  the  laws  to  be  executed. 

If  the  Icgiflative  body  is  not  aflcmbled,  the  regent 
fhall  caufe  a  proclamation  to  beiflued,  in  which  fhaUbe 
exprefled  this  oath,  and  a  promlfe  to  repeat  it  as  fbon  as 
the  legillative  bocjy  fhall  be  met. 

XIII.  As  long  as  the  r^ent  is  not  Entered  on  the 
exercife  of  bis  fundlions,  the  (anftion  of  the  laws  remain 
fufpended ;  the  miniflers  continue  to  perform,  under  their 
refponfibility,  all  the  a6ls  of  the  excutive  power. 

XIV.  As  foon  as  the  regent  fhall  take  the  oath,  the 
legillative  body  (hall  fix  his  allowance,  which  fhall  not  be 
altered  during  his  regency. 

XV.  If  on  account  of  the  minority  of  the  relation 
called  to  the  regency,  it  has  devolved  on  a  more  diflant 
relation,  or  been  fettled  by  eledlion,  the  regent  who  fhall 
have  entered  on  the  exercife  of  it  fhall  continue  his  func- 
tions till  the  majority  of  the  king. 

XVI.  The  regency  of  the  kingdom  confers  no  right 
over  the  pcrfon  of  the  minor  king. 

XVI.  The  care  of  the  minor  king  fhall  be  confided 
to  his  mother ;  and  if  he  has  no  mother,  or  if  fhe  be 
married  again^  at  the  time  of  her  fon*s  acceflion  to  the 

or 
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throne,,  or  if  (he  marry  again  during  the  minority,  the 
caie  of  liim  ihall  be  delegated  by  the  l^iflati^e  boifiy. 

Neither  the  regent,  nor  his  defQendajits,  dot  a 
woman,  Can  be  cholen  as  guardian  ot  tlie  minor  king. 

XVIII.  Inciafe  of  the  king's  infanity,  notorioi;i^y 
admitted,  le^iy  proved,  and  declared  1^  the  legiflatire 
body,  after  three  fucceflive  dehberations  held  monthly^ 
there  fhajl  be  a  regency,  as  long  as  fuch  incapacity  con- 
tinues. •  »        '      .    * 

SECTION    III:      * 

OJ  the  Royal  Family^ 

I.'  THE  prefumptive  heir  (hall  bear  the  name  of 
Prince  Royal.  He  cannot  go  out  of  the  kingdom, 
without  a  decree  of  the  Icgiflative  body,  and  the  kingV 
confent. 

If  he  is  gone  out  of  it,  and  if,  being  anrived  at  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  do  ntot  return  to  France,  after  bcii^ 
required  by  a  proclamation  of  the  legiflative  body,  he  is 
held  to  have  abdicated  the  right  of  fucceflion  to  the 
throne. '  , 

II.  If  the  prelumptive  heir  be  a  minor,  and  the  ida- 
tibn  of  full  age,  and  next  in  order  to  the  regency,  is  bound 
^  to  reiide  within  the  kingdom.  In  cafe  of  his  going  out 
of  it,  and  not  returning  on  the  requifition  ot  the  legida- 
tive  body,  he  ihall  be  held  to  liave  abdicated  the  right  of 
the  r^ency- 

IlL  The  mothter  of  the  minor  king,  havii^  the  care 
of  him,^V)r  the  guardian  de/fted,  if  they  gp  out  of  the 
kingdohi,  forfeit  their  chaige.        .- 

If  the  mother  of  the  prelumptive  heir,  a  minor,  go  out 
of  the  kingdom,  flie,<iannot,  even  after  her  return,  have 
the  care  ot  "her  minor  fcai,  become  king,  but  by  a  decree 
of  the  legiflative  body.     ' 

IV.  A  law  (ha!I  be  hiade  to  regulate  the <jduoati?n  of 

the  minor  king,  and  that  of  the  minor  heir  prelumptive. 

'•-•■'-  -•    '    .  V.-Thc 
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y.  The  members  of  the  royal  family  calk^  to.  tlie 
eventual  (iKCdtion  to  the.  thi'one  eryoy  ihe  rjgbl^.Q^  an 
active  citizeji,  but  are  not  eligible  to  anyplace^,  employs^ 
or f^antftions  in  the  nomination (rfrtie  people-       ?  , 

Ejficepting  the  places  of  nuoiftci?*  they  arc  capable,  of 
offices  and  employs  in  the  nomioatiooot  the  king  ^  how- 
ever, they,  cjnnat  be  comniajidefs  in  chief  of  any  army  or 
fleet,  nor  fu'fil  the  funflions  of  ambaliadors,  without  the 
coalent  otthc  legiflative  body,  gfanted  on  the  propofition 
of  the  king. 

VI.  The  iDcoibcrs  of  the  royal  family,  called  to  the 
eventual  fucccffion  to  the  throne,  fhs^Uaddthedcnprnipa- 
titm  of  French  Prince^  to  tlic  name  vvhidi  fhall  have 
been  given  hun  in  the  civil  aft,  ftating  their 'birth  j..apci 
this  name  can  neither  be  patronymic,  nor  for:?ned  pi  any 
of  the  qualifications  aboliflied  by  the  prefent  con(titution. 
;  The  denoiatjinatian  of  Prince  qannot  be  given  to  any 
other  ifKlividual,  and  fhall  convey  no  privilege,  npr  any 
exception  to  tlie  common  rights  of  all  Frenchmen* 

VII.  The  aft  by  which  (hall  be  legally  flatcd  the 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  of  the  French  {H'inces,  fiiall 
be  ptxilented  to  the  legiflative  body,  who  (hall  cpnunand 
the  depofit  ot  them  in  their  archives. 

-  VII  I.  No  real  apanage  (in  land)  fliall  be  granted  tp 
the  members  of  the  royal  family. 

The  younger  fons  ot  the  king  fliall  receive,  at  ti|e  age 
of  twenty-five,  or  on  their  marriage,  an  annuity,-  the 
amount  of  which  (hall  be  fixed,  by  the  legflative.  bo^y, 
and  which  (hall  terminate  with  eictiodion  of  thq/i'  n^ale 
heirs,  ^  ,  .  ,/' 

SECTION    IV, 

Of  MiniJtttL  •-' 

I.  To  the  king.qJone  bdong^^the  qhokeand  renovation 
of  miniftei$.  >  ..  ^ 

II.  The  members  of  the  prefent  national  afTembly, 
and  the  fucceeding  legiflatures,  the  members  of  the  tri- 
bunal 
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bunal  annulment,  and  thofe  who  fliali  {erve  in  the  high 
jury,  cannot  be  advanced  to  the  miniftry,  nor  receive  any 
office,  gifts,  penfions,  falaries,  or  commiffions  from  the 
executive  power,  or  its  agents,  durii^  the  continuance  of 
their  iua£iions,  or  during  t^o  years  after  having  finifhed 
Ac  exercife  of  them. 

The  lame  (hall  be  the  caCe  with  refpcft  to  thofc  wlw 
fliall  be  only  inicribed  in  the  lift  of  high  jury,  durii^  all 
the  time  that  their  infcription  (ball  continue. 

III..  No  man  can  enterupon  the  exerciie  of  any  em- 
pl(^,  either  in  the  bureaux  of  Minifters,  or  in  thofe  of 
the  adminiftrations  of  public  power,  without  having 
taken  the  civic  oath,  and  havii^  verified  his  having 
taken  it. 

IV. .  No  order  of  the  kir^  can  be  executed,  if  it  be 
not  figned  by  him,  and  counterfigned  by  the  minifler  or 
comptroller  of  the  department. 

V.  The  ministers  arc  refponfible  for  all  the  aSsocts 
committed  by  them  againft  tlie  national  fafety  and  the 
conflitution. 

For  every  attack  on  indiwdual  property  and  liberty ; 
For  every  wafte  of  money  allotted  for  the  eiqpences  of 
their  department. 

VI.  In  no  cafe  can  die  vmtten  or  verbal  order  of  the 
king  (belter  a  miniffer  from  refponfibility. 

VII.  The  minifters  are  bound  to  prefent  ev«y  year 
to  the  legiflative  body,  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  the 
ftate  of  thecxpences  of  their  department ;  and  to^vean 
account  of  the  employment  of  the  fums  deflined  lor  that 
purpoie,  and  to  mention  the  abuies  which  have  crept 
into  the  different  parts  of  the  government. 

VIII.  No  minifter  in  or  out  of  place  can  be  criminally 
profecuted  for  any  tranfadion  of  his  admmiftration,  with* 
out  a  decree  of  the  l^iflative  body* 

CH-A.P. 
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CHAR     III. 

OF   THfiEXKRCXSE  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  POWER. 

SECTION^    I 

Powers  and   Fun3ions  of  the  National  LegiJLuivt 
AJfembly.    . 

I.     X  H Econftitution  delegates  exclufively  to  the  leg^ 
Ktive  body,  the  powers  and  &n£tions  following: 

1.  To  propoie  and  decree  laws ;  the  king  can  only 
invite  the  legiflative  body  to  take  an  objection  into  con- 
fidenition. 

2.  To  fix  the  public  expenccs. 

3.  To  eftablifti  the  public  contributions — ^to  deter- 
mine their  natute,  quality,  duration,  and  mode  of  col* 
Icfiion. 

4.  To  divide  the  direfl:  contribution  amongft  the 
departments  of  the  kingdom — ^to  fuperintend  the  empk)]r 
of  all  the  public  revenue,  and  to  demand  an  account 
of  it.. 

5.  To  decree  the  creation  or  fuppreifion  of  all  public 
offices. 

6.  To  determine  the  quality,  weight,  imprefliony  and 
name  of  the  coin. 

7.  To  pemiit  or  prohibit  the  introduftion  of  foreign 
troops  into  tlie  French  territories,  and  of  foreign  na^ 
forces  into  the  ports  <^  the  kingdom. 

8.  To  fix  annually,  after  the  propofition  of  thekii^ 
the  number  of  men  and  (hips  of  which  the  land  and 
naval  armies  (hall  becompoied ;  the  pay  and  number  of 
individuak  of  each  rank ;  the  ndes  of  admiffion  and  pro-' 
motion ;  the  forms  of  enrolment  and  difchai^  ;  the  fisr- 
mation  of  naval  equipments;  and  admi(!ion  of  foreign 
troops  or  naval  forces,  into  the  fervice  of  France ;  and  the 
pa]r  cf  troops,  m  cafe  of  their  being  difbahded. 

9.  To 
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9.^X0  isegulate^theudminiftmt.vegovernm^it,  and  the 
alienations  of  tlie  national  domuMis. 

10.  Toprofecute  before  the  high  mHqnal  court,  the 
mmiftersand  principal jigcnts  of  the  executive  power  ni 
what  relates  to  their  rclffonfibility. 

To  acpufe  and  pvofecute  before  the  fame  court,  tliofe 
who  fhall  be  charged  with  anv  attack  or  conrpiracy 
^gsunft  the  general  fafety  of  the  (hte,'  oragainft^bc  con- 
llimtioD. 

1 1.  To  eftablifh  the  laws,  according,  to  ^Itich  marks 
of  honour  or  decoration,  purely  pcrfonal,  (hall  be  grant- 
ed to  thofe  who  have  rendered  (ervices  to  the  ftate^ 

12.  The  Icgiilative  bpdy  have  the  rigl'it  to  decree  pub- 
lic honours  to  thp  memory  of  great  men. 

II.  War  cannot  be  determined  on,*^  but  by  a  decree 
of  the  Icgiflativc  l?ody,  pailed  on  the  fontial^and  tieceflaiy 
ppopofition  of  the  king,  and  fan£boned  by  him.-. 

In  the  cafe  of  imminent  or  commenced  hoftilfti^  of 
any  ally  to  fupported,  or  a  right  to  bcpreferved  by- force 
ot  arras,  the  king  (hall  notify  the  fame  without  dday  to 
the  legiflative  body,  and  ftiall  declare  the  reafons  of  it. 

n  the, leg  dative  body  be  not  fitting;  the  kmg- (hall 
aflemble  it  immediately. 

If  file  legiflative  body  decide  that  war  oudit  not  to  be 
made  the  king  (hall  immediately  take  meamres  to  ftop 
or  prevent  all  hoftilities^  thcminifters  being  relponfiblc  for 
delays* 

It  the  legiflative  r  body  find  that  the  hoftilities  com- 
menced are  the  palpable  aggreflion  on  tl)&  part'  of  mini- 
•Jlers,  or  any  other  xigents  of  the  executive  power,  the 
author  of  the  aggrelfionf  (hoU  be  proiiecuted  cri^iinally. 
•  During  the  whole  courfc  of  war,  the  legifhilive  body 
ttmy  require  the  kin^  to  negociate  peace,  and.th/e  king,  b 
bound  to  yield  to  thljSfequifition. 

On  the  immf:diate  conclufion  oF  the  war,  the  Icgifla- 
tivcr-body,  fliall  fe  the  time  wkhin  which  the  troops 

levied 
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levied  above  the  peace  eftablifliment  fliall  be  difchargcd, 
and  the  army  reduced  to  its  ordinary  (tate.  ^ 

1 1 1 .  It  belongs  to  the  legiflativie  body  to  ratify^reaties 
.  of  peace,  alliance  and  commerce  ;  and  no  treaty  fhall 
have  effefl  but  by  this  ratification. 
.   ^       IV.  The  legiflative  body  has  the  right  of.dAcrmin-' 
ing  the  place  ot  its  fittings,  of  continuing  them  as  tongas 
it  Ihali  think  neceflary,  and  of  adjourning;  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  reign,  if  it  be  ;iot  fitting  it  fhall  be 
;    bound  to  meet  without  delay. 

It  has  the  right  of  police  in  the  place  of  its  fitting,  and 
to  fuch  exteat  around  it  as  fhall  be  determined. 
.  It  has  the  right  of  difcipline  over  its  members;  but  it 
can  pronounce  no  heavier  punifliment  than  dehiure,  ar- 
.  ftfl  for  eight  days,  or  imprilbnment  for  three. 

It  has  the  right  of  difpofing,  for  its  fafety;  and  the 
rolpeft  that  is  due  to  it,  of  the  forces  which  (hall  Be 
'    placed)  by  his  confent,  in  the  city  where  it  fhall  hold  it 
.    fittings. 

V.  The  executive  power  cannot  march,  or  <j[uarter  or 
(tation  any  troops  of  the  line  within  tliirty  thouiand  toifes 
ef  the  legidflative  body,  except  on  its  requifition,  or  by  it3 
authority. 

SECTION    II. 
*  " '     Hiding  oftht  Sittings  and  Form  of  deliberating. 

I.  THE  deliberation  of  the  legiflative  body  ihall  be' 
public,  and  the  proceedings  of  its  fittings  fhall  be  printed^ 
./        II.  The  legiflative  body  may,  however,  OAanyocca- 
, '  Cony  form  itlelt  into  a  general  committee. 
'  \,  Fifty  members  (hall  have  a  right  to  demand' dais. 
'\  ^  ^    puring  the  continuance  of  the  general  committee,  the 
'  afliftants  Ihall  retire,  the  chair  oTthe  prefident  (hall  be 
vacant,  and  order  (liall  be  tnamtained  by  the  me-prefi* 
\   :  dent.  '  > 

1 1 1.  No  legiflative  aft  can  -  be  debated  and  decreed, 
except  in  the  following  form  : 

IV.  Th^ 
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,    IV.  The  plan  of  a  decree  (hall  be  read  thrice,  at  thr^e 
intervals,  the  fliorteft  of  which  cannot  be  lefs  tlian  eight 

V.  The  difcuffion  fliftU  be  open  after  every  reading ; 
nevcrthelefs,  after  the  firft  or  fecond  reading,  the  IcgiHa- 
tive  body  may  declare  that  there  is  reafon  for  adjourn- 
ment, or  that  there  is  no  need  for  deliberation ;  in  this 
laft  cafe,  the  plan  of  Che  decree  may  be  introduc^  ag^in 
io  the  fame  feflion. 

Every  plan  of  a  decree  fhall  be  printed  and  diflributed 
before  the  fecond  reading  of  it  can  be  commenced. 

VI.  After  the  third 'reading,  the  prefident  (hall  be 
bound  to  propofe  it  to  deliberation ;  and  the  l^iflative 
body  (hall  decide,  iDvhether  they  are  qualified  to  pat-  a 
definitive  decree,  or  would  rather  choofe  to  poftpone 
their  decifion,  in  order  to  gather  more  ample  infomu- 
tion  on  the  fubjed. 

VII.  The  legiflative'body  cannot  deliberate,  if  the 
meeting  do  not  confift  of  at  leaft  two  hundred  members; 
and  no  decree  fliali  be  made,  except  by  the  abfolute 
majority  of  votes. 

VI II.  No  plan  of  a  law,  which,  after  having  been  fub- 
Initted  to  dilcuflion,  and  (hall  have  been  rejeSed  after  the 
third  reading,  can  again  be  introduced  the  fame  fefCon. 

I'X.  The  preamble  of  every  definitive  decree  Ihall 
announce^  firft  the  dates  of  thole  fittings  at  which  tlic 
three  readings  of  the  plan  of  the  decree  were  made ; 
Second,  the  decree  by  which  it  (hall  have  been  appoint- 
ed, after  the  third  reading,  to  decide  definitively. 

.JC.  The  king  (hall  refufe  his  fanftion  to  the  decrees 
whofe  preamble  (hall  not  atteft  the  obfervance  of  the 
above  forms ;  if  any  of  thofe  decrees  (hould  be  fanfiioned, 
the  minifters  (hall  neither  put  to  it  the  feal,  nor  promul- 
gate it,  ind  their  re(]X)nfibility  in  this  refpe£t  (haJl  conti- 
nue&cycars, 

"XL  Excepting  from  thefe  regulations,  decrees  recog- 
nized^ and  declared  urgent  by  a  previous  deliberation  of 

the 


APPEND  IX*  513 

tlie  legiflative  body;  but  they  may  be  modified,  or' 
kvoked,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  feffian. 

The  ^Jecree  by  which  a  matter  fhall  have  been  declar- 
ed urgent,  (hall  announce  the  xeafons  of  it,  and  there 
(hall  be  mention  made  of  this  previous  decree  in  the 
preamble  of  the  definitive  decree'. 

SECTION  m. 

Of  the  Royal  SanEtion 

I.  THE  decrees  of  the  legiflative  body  are  prefented 
to  the  king,  who  may  refiife  his  aflent  to  them. 

II.  In  the  cafe  of  a  refufal  of  the  royal  afTent,  that 
refiilal  is  only  fufpinjivc. 

When  the  two  following  legiflatures  which  (hall 
follow  that  in  which  the  decree  was  prefented,  fliall 
fucceffively  reprefent  the  fame  decree  in  the  fame  terms 
in  which  it 'was  originally  conceived,  the  king  (hall  be 
deemed  to  have  given  his  (anftion. 

III.  The  aflent  of  the  king  is  exprefTed  to  each  decneo  ' 
by  the  following^or?»w/a,  (igned  by  the  king :  The  king 
confentSy  and  will  cauft  it  to  he  executed. 

The  fufpen(ive  retulal  is  thus  expreflfed :  The  iing 
will  examine. 

ly.  The  king  is  bound  toexprefs  his  a(rent  or  refu(al 
•  to  each  decree,  within  two  months  after  it  (hall  have 
been  prefented. 

V.  No  decree  to  which  the  king  has  refufed  his  aflent, 
can  be  prefented  to  him  by  the  fame  legiflature.  v 

VI.  The  decrees  (anftioned  by  the  king,  and  thole 
which  have  been  prefented  to  him  by  three  fuccefliVe 
legiflatures,  alone  have  the  force  of  alaw^  and  bear  the 
<Aame  and  title  oilaws. 

VII.  There  (hall  be,  however,  executed  as  fawls.  With- 
out being  fubjefted  to  (anftion,  thofe  aft  of  the  fegUJa- 
tive  body  which  relate  to  its  conftitution  as  a  ddiberating 
aiTembly; 

LI  .  Its 
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lis  interior  police,  and  that  which  it  may  exercile  in 
the  external  Ipace,  which  it  (hall  have  deternunecl  ; 

The  verificition  ot  the  power  of  the  member^j  prefcnt ; 

The  injundiops  to  the  ableni  membei-s ; 

The  convocation  of  the  primary  aflemblies  in  cafe  of 
delay ; 

The  exercife  of  cpnftitutional  fuperintendai^ce  over 
the  adminiflrators  and  municipal  officers ; 

Queftions  of  eligibility  and  the  validity  of  eleftions. 

Exempting  hkewile  from  lanftion,  adls  relative  to  the 
refponfibility  of  mini  Iters,  and  all  decrees  importing  that 
there  is  ground  of  acculation. 

VIII.  The  decrees  of  the  legiflative  body,  concerning 
the  eftablilhment,  prorogation,  and  collection  of  public 
contributions,  (hall  bear  the  name  and  title  of  laws;  they 
(hall  be  promulgated  and  executed  wrthout  being  fubjeft 
to  fanftion,  except  with  refpeft  to  thofe  diipofitions 
which  (hall  eftabiift)  other  penalties  than  pecuniary  fines 
and  Gonftraihts. 

Thefe  decrees  cannot  be  pa{red  but  after  the  obfcrva- 
tion  of  the  formalities  preicribed  by  the  articles  4,  5,  6, 
7,  8,  and  9,  of  (eft.  II.  of  the  prc(ent  chapter;  and 
the  legiflative  body  Ihall  not  infert  in  them  any  ddpofi- 
tion  foreign  to  their  objeft. 

SECTION    IV. 
Connexion  of  tht  Legiflative  Body  with  the  King. 

I.  WHEN  the  legiflative  body  b  difinitively  confti- 
tuted,  it  (hall  lend  a  deputation  to  inform  the  kir§. 
The  king  may  every  year  open  the  feffion,  and  propok 
the  objefts,  which  during  its  continuance,  he  thirics 
ought  tp  be  taken  into  confideration ;  this  form,  how- 
ever, is  not  to  be  con(idered  as  neceflTarj'  to  the  aftivity 
of  tlie  le.  iflative  body. 

II.  When  the  legiflative  body  wifhes  to  adjoum 
longer  than  (itteen  days,  it  is  bound  to  inform  the  king, 
by  a  deputation,  at  leaft  eight  days  previous. 

Ill- A 
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III.  A  week,  at  leaft,  before  the  end  of  each  feflion, 
the  legiflative  body  fliall  fend  a  deputation  to  the  king, 
to  announce  to  him  the  day  on  which  it  propofes  to  ter- 
minate its  fittings.  The  king  may  come,  in  order  to 
dole  the  feffion. 

I V.  If  the  king  find  it  of  importance  to  ^  welfare 
of  the  State,  that  the  feffion  be  continued,  or  that  the 
adjournment  be  put  'off,  or  take  place  only  for  a  Ihorter 
time,  he  may  fend  a  mefTage  to  this  efFeft,  on  which  the 
legiflative  body  is  bound  to  deliberate. 

V.  The  king  fhall  convoke  the  legiflative  body,  during 
the  interval  oiF  its  feflion,  at  all  times  when  the  intereft 
of  the  flate  fhall  appear  to  him  to  require  it,  as  well  as 
in  thofc  cafes  which  the  legiflative  body  fhall  have  fore- 
feen  and  determined,  previous  to  their  adjournment 

VI.  Whenever  the  king  fhall  vifit  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  legiflative  body,  he  fhall  be  received  and 
condufted  back  by  a  deputation ;  he  cannot  be  accom- 
panied into  the  inner  part  of  the  hall  by  any  except  the 
princfe  royal  and  the  miniflers. 

VII.  The  prefident  can  in  no  cafe  form  part  of  a 
deputation. 

Vill.  The  legiflative  body  fhall  ceafe  to  be  a  dfclibc- 
rating  body  while  the  king  fhall  be  prefent. 

IX.  The  afts  of  cortefpondence  of  the  king  with  the 
k^flative  body  fhall  be  always  counterfigned  by  a  minifler. 

X.  The  miniflers  of  the  king  fhall  have  admiflion 
into  the  national  legiflative  aflfembly  j  they  fhall  have  a 
place  afBgned  to  them ;  they  fhall  be  heard  always  wheh 
they  demand  it  on  fubjedte  relative  to  their  adminifha- 
tion,  or  when  they  fhall  be  reiquited  to  give  infornmtion. 
They  fliall  alfo  be  heard  on  fubjeCb  foreign  to  their 
adminiflration,  when  the  natiQtial  afTembly  ihaU  grant 
them  liberty  to  fpeak. 

Lit  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     IV. 

OF   THE   EXERCISE   OF   THE   EXECUTIVE  P<«WER. 

I.  JL  l^E  fupremt  executive  power  refides  exdufively 
in  the  hands  of  the  king. 

The  king  is  the  fuprcme  head, of  the  genend  adminif- 
ttation  of  tlie  kingdom :  the  care  ot  watching  over  the 
maintenance  of  public  order  and  tranquillity  is  entruftcd 
to  him. 

The  king  is  the  fupremeliead  of  the  land  and  fea  forces. 

To  the  king  is  delegated  the  care  of  watching  over 
-the.  exterior  fecyrity  ot  the  kingdom,  and  of  inaintaining 
its  rights  and  pofkflions. 

II,  The  king  names  ambafladon,  and  the  other 
'agents  of  political  negociations. 

He  beftows  the  command  of  armies  and  fleets^  and 
•the  ranks  of  Mar(hal  of  France  and  Admiral. 

He  names  two  thirds  of  the  rear-admirals,  one  half  of 
Ihe  lieutenant-generals,  camp  marftials,  captains  of  (hips, 
and  colonels  or  the  national  gendaimerieJ 

He  names  a  third  of  the  colonels  and  lieutemnt- 
colonels,  and  a  fixth  of  the  lieutenants  of  Ihips — ^thc 
whole  in  conformity  to  the  laws  with  refpcft  to  promotion. 

He  appoints,  in  the  civil  adminiftration  of  the  juarine, 
.  the  directors,  the  comptrollers,  the  trcaliirers  of  the  arfe- 
nals,  the  mafters  of  the  works,  the  under-mafters  of  civil 
.  buildings,  half  of  the  mafters  of  adminiflration,  and  of 
•the  under-mafters  of  conftruftion. 

He  appoints  the  comaiifiaries  of  the  tribunals. 

He  appoints  the  chief  luperintcndancs  of  the  admi- 
niftration of  indireCl  contributions,  and  the  admmiftra- 
tion  of  national  domains. 

.  He  fupqrintends  the  coinage  of  money,  and  appoints 
the  (^ccrs  entruftcd  with  the  fuperintcndance  in  the 
general  commiffion  and  the  mints. 

Tlie 
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The  effigy  of  the  king  i?  ftruck  on  all  the  coinage  o  i 
the  kingdom. 

III.  The  king  orders  letters  patent,,  brevets,  and 
cx)mmiflions,  to*  be  delivered  to  all  the  public  offices  that 
ought  to  receive  them. 

IV.*  The  king  orders  a  lift  of  penfions  and  gratifica- 
tions to  l^e  made  outj  for  the  purpofe  of  being  prefeiited 
to  the  legiflative  body  each  feffion,  and  deaeed,  if  there 
is  reafon  tor  it,  .  • 

SECTION    I. 
Of  Che  Promulgation  of  Laws. 

I.  THE  executive  power  is  charged  with  ordering 
the  feal  of  flate  to  be  put  to  laws,  and  caufing  then)  to 
be  promulgated. 

It  is  equally  charged  with  caufing  to  be  promulgated 
and  executed,  thole  afts  of  the  l^iflative  body  which 
have  no  need  of  the  fanftion  of  the  king. 

II.  Two  copies  of  each  law  (hall  be  made,  both 
figned  by  the  king,  counterfigned  by  the  minifter  of 
juftice,  and  fealed  with  the  feal  of  State.  The  one' (hall 
be  depofited  in  the  archives  of  the  feal,  and  the  other  (hall 
be  fent  to  the  archives  of  the  legiflative  body. 

III.  The  promulgation  of  laws  (hall  be  thus expreiledj 
"  N.  (the  king's  name)  by  the  giace  of  God  and  the 

conttitutional  law  of  the  State,  King  of  the  French, 

to  all  prefent  and  to  come,  greeting.     The  Nationd 

"Aflembly  has  decreed,  and  we  will  and  ordain  as  follows: 

(Here  a  literal  copy  of  the  decree  (hall  beinferted, 
without  any  variation.) 

"  We  command  and  ordain  to  all  admini(bative 
bodies  and  courts  of  juftice,  to  caufc  thefe  prelents  to 
be  tranfcribec^  on  their  regifters,  read  and  publ;fhed 
and  poffed  up  in  their  departments  and  relpeQivc 
places  of  refort,  and  executed  as  a  law  of  the  realm;  in 
witnefs  of  which  we  have  (igned  theie  prefents^.to  which 
we  have  caufed  the  feal  of  the  State  to  be  pCit.** 

L 1 3  ly.  If 
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IV.  If  the  king  be  a  minor,  bws,  prodamatioiis, 

and  other  ads  proceeding  from  the  royal  authority  during 
the  regency,  (hall  be  conceived  in  the'c  terms. 

«  N.  (the  name  of  the  regent)  regent  of  thye  kingdom, 
in  the  name  of  N.  (the  king's  name)  by  the  grace  oi 
God  and  the  conftitutional  law  of  the  State,  King  of 
the  French,  &c." 

V.  The  executive  power  is  bound  to  (end  the  hws  to 
the  adminiftratiye  bodies  and  courts  of  juftice,  to  be 
certified  that  they  are  fo  lent,  and  to  anfwer  for  it  to 
the  legiflative  body. 

VI.  The  executive  power  cannot  make  any  law,  not 
evenproyifional,  but  merely  proclamatbns,  conformable 
to  tl;e  laws,  to  ordain  or  enforce  the  execution. 

SECTION    II. 
Of  the  Interior  Adminijlratiofu 

I.  THERE  is  in  each  department  a  fuperior  adminif- 
tratipn,  and  in  each  difbift  a  fubordinate  adminilfaration.. 

IL  The  adminiftrators  have  no  character  of  reprc- 
feotation. 

They  are  agents,  chofen  for  a  time,  by  the  people,  to 
exercife,  unde^  the  fuperintendance  and  the  authority  ot 
the  king,  the  adminiftrative  funftiorts. 

III.  They  can  neither  intermeddle  m  the  cxercife  of 
the  legiflative,  power,  nor  fufpend  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  norafTume  any  authority  over  judicial  proceedings, 
nor  over  military  regulations  or  operations, 

IV.  The  adminiftrators  are  efTentially  charged  with 
the  reparation  of  the  direifl  taxes,  and  with  the  fuperin- 
tendance of  the  funds  arifing  from  all  the  contributions 
and  public  revenues  in  their  territory. 

It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  power  to  determine  the 
rules  and  mode  of  their  function,  both  with  refpeft  to 
the  objc<Ss  above  mentioned,  as  well  as  with  refixift  to 
all  the  other  jmrts  of  the  interior  adminiftration. 

V.  The  king  has  the.  right  of  annuling  fuch  ads  of 

the 
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the  adminlftrators  of  dt  partm.  ats,  as  are  contrary  to  the 
law,  or  the  orders  he  has  trantmi'  ted  to  them. 

He  may,  in  cafe  of  obllaate  dilbbedience,  or  of  their 
endangeiin^  by  their  afls,  the  fafety  or  peace  ci  the 
public,  fapcnd  theii  from  their  funftions. 

VI.  The  adm  niftrat  )rs  of  department  have  alfb  the 
right  of  annulling  the  afts  of  the  fub-adminiftrators  of. 
diltiict,  contrary  to  the  laws  or  to  the  arrets  of  adminiC- 
tratprs  of  department,  or  to  the  ordei3  whicjh  the  latter 
(hall  have  given  or  tranfmitted. 

They  may  likewife,  in  caleof  anobftinatedifobedieiKe 
on  the  part  vt  the  fub-adminiftratbrs,  or  it  the  lattei^ 
endanger,  by  their  ads,  the  public  fafety  or  tranquillity, 
fiitpend  them  from  their  fundions,-  with  the  referve  of  in- 
forming the  king,  who  may'  remove  or  confirm  tlie 
fufpenfion. 

VII.  The  king,  if  the  adminiftrators  of  the  depart- 
ment fhall  not  ufe  the  power  which  is  delegated  to  them 
in  the  article  above,  may  direftly  annul  the  afts  of  fub- 
adminiftrators,  and  fufpend  them  in  the  lame  cafes. 

y  1 1 1.  Whenever  the  king  fhaU  pronounce  or  confirm 
the  fufpenfion  o^  adminiftrators,  or  fub-adminiftrators, 
he  fhall  inform  the  Initiative  body.  This  body  may 
cither  remove  or  confirm  the  fufpenfion,  or  even  diflblve 
the  culpable  adminiftration ;  and,  if  there  he  grouAd, 
remit  all  the  adminiftrators,  or  fome  of  them,  to  the 
criminal  tribunals,  or  enforce  againft  thctrx  the  decree  of 
acculation. 

SECTION    III. 
0/  External  Connexions. 

I,  THE  King  alone  can  keep  up  foreign  political 
connections,  con  uft  negociatioiis,  make  preparations 
ot  war  proportioned  to  thole  of  rhe  neighbouring  flates; 
diftributc  the  land  and  fea  forces,  as  he  (hall  judge  moft 
fuitable,  and  regulate  their  direftion  in  cafe  of  war. 

II.  Every  declaration  of  war  fhall  be  made  in  thefe 

L  1  4  words : 
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words:  By  the  King  of  the  French^  in  the  Name  of  the 
Nation. 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  King  to  refolve  and  fign  with 

all  foreign  powers,  all  treaties  of  peace,  alliance  and 

commerce,'  and  other  conventions  which  he  (hall  jiidge 

*  neceffary  for  the  welfare  of  the  State,  with  a  relerve  lor 

the  ratification  of  the  legiflative  body. 

C  H  A  P.     V. 

OF  THE  JUDICIAL   POWER, 

I.   J[  HE  judicial  power  can  in  no  cafe  be  exercifed, 
citiier  by  the  l^iflative  body  or  the  king. 

II.  Juftice  (hall  be  gratuitoufly  rendered,  by  judges 
dxoicn  for  a  time  by  the  people,  inftituted  by  letters 
patent  of  the  kii^,  who  cannot  I'efufe  to  grant  them. 
They  canoot  be  depoled,  tjpt  for  forfeiture  duly  judgjcd ; 
nor  lulpended,  bvit  for  an  accufation  admitted. 

The  public  accufers  (hall  be  named  by  the  people. 

III.  The  tribunals  cannot  either  interfere  in  the 
exercife  of  the  legiflative  power,  or  fulpend  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  or  undertake  the  adminiftrative  functions, 
or  cite  before  them  the  adminiftrators,  on  account  of 
their  funftions. 

IV.  The  citizens  cannot  be  withdrawn  from  the 
judges  whom  the  law  afligns  to  them  by  any  commiffion, 
or  by  any  other  attributions  or  evocations  than  thofe 
which  are  determined  by  the  laws. 

V.  The  right  of  the-citizens  to  terminate  difinitively 
their  dilputes  by  the  way  of  arbitration,  (hall  receive  no 
infringement  from  the  afls  of  the  legiflative  power. 

VI.  The  ordinary  courts  of  juftice  cannot  receive  any 
civil  aflion,  until  it  be  certified  to  them  that  the  parties 
l^.ave  appeared^  or  that  the  purfuer  has  cited  the  oppofite 
party  to  appear  before  mediators,  to  endeavour  to  bring 
about  a  reconcifialion. 

VII.  There 
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VII.  There  (h^l  be  one  or  more  judges  of  peace  in 
the  canton  and  in  the  towns.  The  nunfi];)er  of  them  (hall 
be'deteraniined  by  the  Icglflatiye, power. 

VI II.  It  belongs  to  J:he  legiflative  power  to  regulate 
the  number  and  extent  of  jurifdiQion  of  the  tribunals, 
and  the  nun^l^ei^of  judges  of  which  each  tribunal  (hall  be 
compofed. 

I X.  In  criminal  matters,  no  citizen  can  be  tried,  but 
on  an  accu(ation  received  by  a  jury,  or  decreed  by  the 
legiflative  body,  in  the  cafes  where  it  belongs  to  it  to 
purlue  the  accufation. 

"After  the  admiffion  of  the  accufation,  the  faft  fhall 
be  recognized  and  declared  by  a  jury. 

The  accufed  (hall  have  a  right  to  refu(e,  ^  far  as 
twenty  jurors  wittiout  afligning  r^fbns. 

The  jury  which  declares  the  feft,  cannot  be  fewer 
than  twelve  members. 

The  application  of  the  law  (hall  be  made  by  judges. 

The  inftruftion  of  the  procefs  (hall  be  public,  and  the 
aflifiance  of  coun(el  cannot  be  refuted  to  the  accufed. 

No  njan  acquitted  by  ^  lawful  jury,  can  be  retaken 
or  accufed  on  account  of  the  fame  fa<5t. 

X.  No  man  can  be  leizcd  upon,  but  in  order  to  be 
conduced  before  an  officer  of  police;  and  no  man  can  be 
anrefted  or  detained,  but  in  virtue  of  a  mandate  of  the 
officers  of  police ;  of  an  order  for  perfonal  arrcftation  by 
a  tribunal ;  of  a  decree  of  accufation  of  the  legiflative 
body,  in  the  cafes  where  it  belongs  to  it  to  pronouniTe  ; 
or  of  a  lentence  of  imprifonment  or  detention  for  the  fake 
ofcorreSion.  *  ^ 

XI.  Every  man  foizjcd  upon  and  conduced  Ijefore  an 
officer  of  police,  ihall  be  examined  immediately,  or  at 
leafl  in  twenty-four  hours. 

If  it  refult  from  the  examination,  that  there  be  no 
ground  for  blame  againft  him,  he  (hdl  be  diredly  fet  at 
liberty  ;  or  if  there  be  ground  to  (end  him  to  a  h6u(e  of 

asrrell. 
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arreft,  he  (hall  be  conduttcd  there  with  the  leaft  dchy 
poifihic,  and  that  in  any  cafe  cannot 'exceed  three  daj's. 

Xi  I.  No  man  aireftecl  can  be  detained  if  he  give  fuf- 
ficient  bal,  in  all  cafes  where  the  law  permits  a  man  to 
remain  free  under  ba»l. 

XIII.  No  man,  in  the  cafes  where  detention  is  autho- 
rifed  by  the  law,  can  be  concluded  or  detained  any  where, 
t)Ul  in  thole  places  legally  and  publicly  marked  out  as 
houfcs  ol  arreft,  ofjuftice,  orprilons. 

XIV.  No  guard  nor  jailor  can  receive  or  detain  any 
man,  but  in  virtue  ot  a.  mandate,  order  of  arreft,  decree 
of  a^cufation,  or  icntencc  mentioned  in  the  tenth  article 
above,  nor  without  tranfcribmg  them  in  his  own  r^fler. 

XV.  Every  guard  or  jailor  is  bound,  and  no  order  can 
rcleafe  him  from  the  obligation,  to  produce  the  perfbn 
detained  to  the  civil  ofiicer  who  (uperintends  the  police 
of  the  houfe  of  arreft,  as  ofteji  a$  it  (hall  be  required  of 
him. 

The  produ^ioci  of  the  peribn  detained,  cannot  alfo  be 
refuied  to  his  relations  and  friends,  who  bring  an  order 
from  a  civil  officer,  who  (hall  be  bound  always  to  grant 
it,  unlefe  the  guard  or  jailor  produce  an  order  from  a 
judge,  tranfcnbed  in  his  regifter,  to  keep  the  perlon 
arrdfted  (ecret. 

XVI.  Every  man,  whatever  be  his  place  or  occupation, 
except  tbofe  to  whom  the  law  confides  the  right  of  arreft 
(atioB,  ntfbo  (hall  give,  (ign,  execute,  or  make  to  be 
executed,  an  order  to  arreft  a  citizen ;  or  whoever,  even 
in  the  cafes  of  arreftation  authorifedby  the  law,  (hall  con- 
dud,  receive,  or  detain  a  citizen,  in  a  place  of  detention 
not  public^r  and  legally  marked  out ;  and  every  guard  or 
jailor  who  (hall  aft  in  oppofition  to  the  depofition  of  the 
above  XIV.  and  XV.  articles,  (hall  be  culpable  of  the 
crime  of  arbitrary  detentbh. 

XVII.  No  man  can  te taken  up,  or  profecuted,  on 
account  of  the  writings  which  he  has  made  to  be  printed 
or  pubhfhed,  whatever  be  -their  fubjed,-if  be  has  not 

.     ^  defignedly 
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dejignedly  provoked  difbbedience  to  the  law^  Qtitnige  t^ 
the  eftabhlhed  powers,  and  pefiftance  to  their  a&s,  or  .any 
of  the  aftions  declared  crimes  or  offences  by  the  law. 

The  cenfuce  of  alUhe  afts  of  the  eftablifbed  powes  i& 
permitted ;  but  voluntary  calurpnies  againft  the  probity 
of  public  officers,  and  againft  the  reftiiude  of  tlieir  inten- 
tions  in  the  exce:ci(e  of  their  funftions,  may  be  profcCut- 
ed  by  thole  who  are  the  iubjedts  of  them. 

Calumnies  or  injurious  layings  againft  any  kind  of  per- 
f(»ns,  relative  to  the  adions  of  their  private  life,  fhall^be 
punifhed  by  proiecution. 

XVI II.  No  man  can  be  judged,  eitlier  civilly  or  cri* 
minally,  for  the  aft  of  writing,  printing,  or  publilhing, 
except  it  has  been  reccgnized  and  declared  by  ajuty,  ift, 
that  there  is  an  offence  in  the  writing  denounced;  %dj^ 
that  the  perfon  profecuted  is  guilty  of  it. 

XIX.  There  fhali  be,  for  the  whole  kin^om,  ojoe 
only  tribunal  of  annulment,  eftabli(hed  near  the  legj^^ive 
body.     Its  funftions  (hall  be  to  pronomice 

Oil  decnands  of  annulment  of  judgqients  ^v/en  iii  the 
laft  rcfort  by  the  tribunals ; 

On  demands  of  being  remittee^  from  o^e  tribuaajl  to 
another,  for  lawful  caufes  of  fuipiclon ; 

On  regulations  reipefting  judges^  and  fuU$  ag^i^  ^ 
whole  tribunal. 

XX.  In  qvieftions  of  annulmeat,  the  tribunal  qf  amiul^ 
ment  fhall  never  take  cognizance  of  the  a.9ai;c  itfelf ;  bi^t 
after  havixig  annuled  the  fentence  whkh  (hall  have  been 
pronounced  in  a  proce^,  and  in  which  the  i^rnts,  have 
been  violated,  or  which  (h^  contain  aa  ^xpjce&  coi^tia- 
diftion  oi  the  law,  it  (hall  remit  thp  o^i^^  a^^F  to  tjl?ue 
tribunal  which  ought  to  decide  on  it. 

XVI.  When,  after  being  twice  annulled,  a  fentencc 
pronounced  by  a  third  tribunal  (hall  be  attacked  on  the 
kme]  grounds  as  at  fibril,  the  queftioa  fliall  no  more  be 
judged  by  the  tribunal  of  ann^ment^  without  haviiig 
been  fuboiitted  to  tlie  kgiflative  li)ody,  w.bp  fMi  P^^  & 

decc^ 


524  ,  A  P  FEND  I  X. 

decree  d'^clarative. of  the  law,  to  which  the  tribunal   of 
annulment  fhall  be  bound  to  confortn. 

XXII.  Every  year,  the  tribunal  of  annulment  fh^ll 
be  bound  to  lend  to  the  bar  of  the  legiflative  body  a  de- 
putation of  eight  of  its  members,  to  prefent  a  ftate  of  the 
decifjons  palTed;  on  the  margin  of  each  of  which  fiialJ  be 
placed  a  fhort  account  of  the  affair,  and  the  text  of  the 
law  which  fhall  have  determined  the  decifion. 

XXIII.  A  high  national  court,  formed  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  tribunal  of  annulment,  and  of  high  jurors, 
Ihall  take  cognizance  of  the  offences  committed  by  the 
minifters  and  principal  agents'  of  the  executive  power, 
and  of  thofc  crimes  which  attack  the  general  fatety  oi 
the  date,  after  the  legiflative  body  fhall  have  pal^a 

*•  decree  for  accufiition. 

It  (hall  not  be  aflembled  but  at  (he  proclamation  of 
the  Initiative  body,  and  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  toifes  at  leaft  from  the  place  where  the  l^iflative 
body  holds  its  meetings. 

XXIV.  The  orders-  iffued  for  executing  the  judg- 
ments of  the  tribunals  (hall  be  conceived  in  thefe  terms: 

"  N.  (the  name  of  the  king)  by  the  grace  of  God, 
and  by  the  conflitutional  law  of  the  State,  King  of  the 
French,  to  all  prefent  and  to  corpe,  greeting.  The 
tribunal  of— . — has  paflcd  the  following  judgment:" — 
(Here  fhall  follow  a  copy  of  the  judgment,  in  which 
fhall  be  mentioned  the  names  of  the  judges.) 

"  We  charge  and  enjoin  all  officers,  'upon  the  prefent 
demand,  to  put  the  fame  judgment  into  execution,  our 
commif&ries  of  the  tribunals  to  enforce  the  fame,  and 
all  the  companders  and  officei^  pf  the  public  force  to  be 
affifting  with  their  force,  when  it  (hall  be  legally  required: 
in  witnefs  of  which,  the  prefent  judgment  lias  been  figncd 
by  the  jirefident  of  the  tribunal,  and  by  the  regifter.'' 

XXV.  The  functions  of  the  king's  commifiaries  in 
the  tribunal  fhall-bc,  to  require  the  obferx-ance  of  the 
hwtf  in  the  judgments  to  be  given,  aad  to  caufe  them  to 
be  executed  after  they  arc  pafled.  They 
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They  (hall  not  be  public  accufers;  but  they  fliall  be 
heard  on  all  accufations,  and  fhall  require,  during  prbcels, 
regularity  ot  forms,  and,  before  judgment,  application 
ot*  the  law- 

.  XXVI.'  The  king's  commiflaries  in  the  tribunals 
Ihall  denouQce  to  the'diredlor  of  the  jury,  either  officially 
or  according  to  orders  given  them  by  the  king; 

.Offences  againft  the  individual  liberty  of  citizens, 
againft  the  free  circulation  of  provilions  and  other  objeds 
of  commerce,  and  againft  the  colleftion  of  contributions  j 

Ofiences  by  which  the  execution  of  orders  given  by 
the  king,  in  the  exercife  of  the  fundtioos  delegated  to 
him,  (hall  be  difturbed  or  impeded ; 

Infringements  on  the  laws  of  nations ;  oppofition  to 
the  execution  of  judgments ;  and  to  all  executive  a£ts 
proceeding  from  ellablifhed  powere, 

XXVII.  The  minifter  of  juftice(hall  denounce  to 
the- tribunal  of  appeal,  by  means  oi  the  king's  commiflkry^ 
and  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  parties  intcreft- 
cd,  the  afts  in  which  the  judges  have  exceeded  the  bounds 
of  their  power. 

The  tribunal  (hall  annul  thefe  a6ts ;  and  if  they  give 
ground  for  forfeiture,  the  taft  (hall  be  prdented  fo  the 
legiflative  body,  which  (hall  pafs  the  decree  of  accufation 
if  there  be  ground,  and  refer  the  parties  informed  againft 
id  the  high  national  court. 

T  I  T  L  E     I V. 

OF  THE  PUBLIC   FORCE. 

L  THE  public  force  is  inftituted  to  defend  the  State 
againft  external  enemies,  and  to  maintain  internal  cider 
and  the  execution  of  the  laws;  . 

1 1.  It  IS  compofed  of  the  land  andfea  armies ;  of  the 
troops  efpecially  defHned  tor  heme  fcrvice;  and,  fubfidi- 
arily,  of  theaftive  citizens,  and  their  children  of  age  to 
bear  arms,  regifteredin  the  roll  of  national  guards. 

'    IILTHc 
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III.  The  hational  guards  do  not  form  a  military 
febdy,  or  an  inftitution  in  the  ftate ;  tliey  are  the  citizens 
IherhfelVes,  called  to  aiffift  the  public  force. 

IV.  The  citizens  can  never  embody  themfclves,  or 
iQ.  as  hational  guards,  but  by  virtue  of  a  leg^  requifition 
bg  atithoHty. 

V.  Th^  ai^  ful:9c6t  in  this  qualky  to  an  cM]ganiza- 
tibn,  lb  be  delemiiricd  by  the  law. 

They  fhall  be  diftinguifhed  in  the  whdc  kingdom  by 
Wily  tJnc  form  of  difcipline,  and  one  uniform. 

Diftihftions  rf  raiik  and  lubbrdination  (nbfift  only 
ftktively  to  the  fervice,  and  during  iti  continuance. 

VI.  Officers  are  chofen  fbr  a  time,  and  cannot  ag,ajn  be 
eh6fen  till  after  a  certain  interval  of  fervice  as  fbldiers. 

None  (hall  icoitimand  the  national  guard  of  motie  than 
one  diftrifl. 

VII.  All  the  patts  of  the  public  force  etnployed  for 
the  fafety  of  thfe  ftate  from  foteign  enemies,  fliall  aft 
undfer  the  comttiand  of  the  king. 

VIII.  No  body  or  detachnieht  of  troops  of  tht  line 
can  a£t  in  the  internal  part  of  the  kingdom  ilvithout  a 
legal  ordfer. 

I  Jt.  No  ageht  of  the  public  fbrce  tan  enter  the  houfe 
of  i  citizen,  if  it  be  not  on  purpofe  to  execute  theprders 
of  policfc  and  ol  juftice,  or  in  cafes  fohndlly  provided  for 
by  tHe  law. 

X.  The  requifition  of  the  public  force,  in  the  internal 
part  of  the  kingdom,  belongs  to  the  civil  officers,  accord- 
ing to  the  regulations  provided  by  the  legiflative  power. 

'XI.  When  any  department  is  throughout  in  a  ftate 
6*f  commotion,  the  king  fhall  iilue,  ilnfe  the  tefponfi- 
bility  of  tliinifters,  the  neceflary  orders  tor  the  execution 
of  laws,  and  the  re-eftablidiment  ot  otder;  but  with 
the  referve  of  informing  the  legiflative  body  if  it  be 
afTembled,  afid  of  convoking  it  If  it  be  not  fittihg. 

Xli.  The  public  force  js  ej/intially  obedient j  no 
anncd  body  can  delib^tate. 

XIII.  The 
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XIII.  The  land  and  fea  aTtnics,  and  the  troops  def- 
tined  10  preferve  internal  fecurity^  are  (ubjeded  to  parti- 
cular liws,  both  16r  the  maintenance  and  dilcipline,  and 
for  the  manner  of  judgments,  and  the  nature  ot  ptinifli- 
ments,  on  occafion  oi  military  dfences. 

TITLE     V. 

OF   PUBLIC  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

I.  PUBLIC  contributions  (hall  be  debated  and  fixed 
every  year  by  the  legiflative  body,  and  cannot  continue 
in  force  longer  than  the  laft  day  of  the  following  ieflion, 
if  they  aretnot  exprelsly  rene<ved, 

II.  The  funds  neceflary  to  the  dilchai^e  of  the 
national  debt,  and  the  payment  of  the  civil  lift,  caq, 
under  no  pretext,  be  relufed  or  fufpended. 

The  talaries  of  the  minifteis  of  the  catholic  religion, 
who  are  paid,  preferved,  elcQed,  or  hained  in  virtue  of 
the  decrees  of  the  National  Conftituent  Aflembly,  form 
a  part  of  the  national  debt. 

The  legiflative  body  cannot,  in  any  cafe,  charge  thte 
Nation  with  the  {)ayment  of  the  debts  of  any  indjviduaL 

III.  The  accounts  at  full  length  of  the  minifterial 
department,  figned  and.  cer:ified  by  the  miniflcns  or  com- 
miffioners,  (hall  be  rendered  public,  by  being  printed  at 
the  commencen^ent  of  thelelfeon  of  each  legiflature.. 

So  (haU  alio  the  ftatc  of  receipts  of  the  different  taxes, 
and  all  public  revenues. 

The  ftate  of  receipt  and  expenditure  (hall  be  diftin- 
gutftied  according  to  their  nature,  and  (hail  exprefs  tfec 
fbms  received  and  difburied,  year  by  year,  in  each  diftrift. 

The  private  expences  of  each  department,  and  thdfc 
relative  to  the  tribunals,  the  adminiftrative  bodies^  and 
Other  eftabh(hnients,  (hall  be  rendered  public. 
'  IV.  The  adminiftratoi-s  of  department,  and  lub-adoi^- 
niftrators,  can  neither  eflablifh  any  public  contribution, 
nor  mflke  any  diftrrbtttion  beyond  the  time  and  the  (u|ps 

fixca 
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fixed  by  the  legiilative  body ;  nor  deliberate,  or  permifi; 
without  being  authorized  by  it,  any  local  loan  to  be 
charged  to  the  citizens  of  the  department. 

V.  The  executive  power  direds  and  fuperintends  the 
'  colle6)ion  and  payir^  in  of  contributions,  and  gives  all 
the  neccflary  orders  to  this  cfledt. 

TITLE    VI. 

OF    THE    CONNECTION     OF     THE    FRENCH    NATION 
WITH  OTHER   NATIONS. 

THE  French  nation  renounces  the  undertaking  of  any 
war  with  a  view  to  make  conquefb,  and  will  never  em- 
ploy its  forces  againft  the  liberties  of  any  people. 

The  conftitution  no  longer  admits  the  Droit  d'Au- 
baine. 

Foreigners,  whether  fettled  in  France  or  not,  inherit 
theproperty  of  their  parents,  whether  foreigners  or  French- 
men. 

They  can  contradt,  acquire,  and  receive  property  fitu- 
ated  in  France,  and  difpofe  of  it,  as  well  as  any  French 
citizen,  in  every  mode  authorized  by  the  laws. 

Foreigners  in  France  are  fubjedt  to  the  fame  criminal 
laws  and  regulations  of  police  as  French  citizens, 
with  a  relerve.  for  conventions  agreed  on. with  fore^ 
powers.  Their  perfons,  efFeds,  induflry,  and  religion, 
are  equally  .proteftcd  by  the  law. 

TITLE   VII. 

Ojr  THE  REVISION   OF  CONSTITUTIONAL  DECREES. 

I.  THE  National  Conftituent  AfTembly  declares, 
that  the  nation  has  an  imprelcriptible  right  to  change  its 
conftitution;  and  neverthelefs,  confidering  that  it  b 
moft  fuitable  to  the  national  intereft  to  make  ufc,  only 
by  means  appointed  by  the  conftitution  itfelf,  of  the 
right  of  reforming  thofe  articles, which  experience  (hall 
demonftrate  the  inconvenience  of,   decrees,   that  the 

aflembly 
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affecnbly  of  revifion  fliall  proceed  in  the  folbwiijg  maa- 
ner:  ^ 

II.  When  three  following  legiflatures  (hall  have 
declared  an  uniform  wLfli  for  the  ciiange  oi  any  con(li« 
tutional  article^  the  revi(ion.demanded  (hall  take  place. 

III.  The  enfuing  legillature  (that  commencing  in 
1791)  connot  propole  the  jeform  of  any  conftitutional 
article. 

IV.  Of  the  three  Jegiflatures  who  (hall  fdcceffively 
propole  any  changes,  the  firft  two  (hall  not  occupy  them- 
lelves  relative  to  that  objedt,  but  in  the  two  laft  months 
of  their  laft  feflion,  and  the  third  at  the  end  of  its  firft 
annual  (efiion,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  iecond. 

1  heir  deliberations  on  that  matter  (hall  be  lubge£ted 
to  the  fame  forms  as  the  legiflative  ad? ;  but  the  decrees 
by  which  they  (hall  have  expreffed  their  de&^s,  ftiall  not 
be  fubjefted  to  the  fanftion  of  the  king. 

V.  The  fourth  l^iflature,  augment^  by  two  hundred 
and  forty-nine  members  chofen  in  each  department,  by 
doubling  the  ordinary  number  which  it  furnifhes  for  its 
population,  Ihall  conftitute  thealTembly  of  revifion. 

Thefe  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  members  (hall  be 
clefted  after  the  nomination  of  reprefentatives  to  the 
l^iilative  body  (hall  have  been  terminated,  and  there 
ftttll  be  formed  a  feparate  proces-verbal  of  it. 

The  aflembly  of  revifion  (hall  not  be  cortipofcd  of  more  , 
than  one  chamber. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  third  Icgiflaturc,  who  (hall 
have  demanded  a  change,  cannot  be  elefted  in  the 
aflembly  of  revifion, 

VII.  The  members  of  the  aflembly  of  revifion,  af tijr 
having  pronounced  all  at  once  the  oath  "  to  live  free  or 
die^^  (hall  individually  fwear,  to  confine  them/elves  ta 
decide  on  the  objeBs  which  Jhall  have  beenfuhmitted  4o 
them  by  the  unanimous  wijh  of  three  fuccejftve  legifia-* 
tures ;  and  to  maintaiuy^  in  other  refpeSs,  with  all  ihfiir 
poweu  'Atf  conjlitution  of  the  kingdom  decreed  by  the 

M  m  National 
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National  Confiituent  AJfcmhly  in  the  years  1789, 1790, 
and  1791  ;  and  to  be  in  all  faithful  to  the  Nation^  to 
the  Lawy  and  to  the  King. 

•  VIII.  The  affembly  of  revifion  (hall  be  bound  to 
occupy  itfelf  afterwards,  and  without  delay,  iii  the 
obje^b  which- fhall  have  been  fubinitted  to  its  examina* 
tion ;  tod  as  loon  as  this  talk  is  finidied,  the  two  hundred 
and  forty-nme  new  members,  named*  over  and  above, 
(hall  retire,  without  taking  a  part  in  any  cafe  in  the  legif- 
lative  aSs. 

The  French  colonies  and  pofleffions  in  Afia,  Africa, 
and  America,  although  they  make  a  \ast  of  the  French 
empire,  are  not  included  in. the  prefent  conftitiition. 

None  of  the  powers  inftituted  by  the  conftitution  have 
a  right  to  change  it  in  its  whole,  or  in  its  parts,  except- 
ing the  reforms  which  may  be  made  in  it  by  the  mode 
of  revifion,  conformably  to  the  regulations  of  Title  VI  I. 
above. 

The  National  Conftituent  AflTembly  commits  the 
depofit  of  it  to  the  fidelity  of  the  legiflative  body,  of  the 
king  and  of  the  judges,  to  the  vigilance  of  fathers  of 
fartiilies,  to  wives,  and  to  mothere,  to  the  attachment  of 
young  citizens,  to  the  courage  of  all  Frenchmen.    ^ 

The  decrees  pafled  by  the  National  AflTembly,  which 
are  not  included  in  the  aft  of  conftitution,  (hall  be  exe- 
cuted as  laws ;  and  thofe  anterior  laws  which  it  has  not 
altered,  (hall  aUb  be  obferved  (o  long  as  thej  (hall  not  be 
revoked  or  modified  by  the  legiflative  power. 

(Signed)  VERNIER,  Prcfident. 

POUGEARD, 
COUPPE, 

Mailly, 

Chateau-renard,  \     Wrptaries 

Chaillon,  >  Secretaries. 

AuBBY  (Bifliop  of  the  De- 
partment rf  the  Mcufe), 
Darche,  J  NEW 


> 

Dc-  I 

'•  J 
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NEW  DECLARATION 

OP    THE 

R  I  G  HTS  OF    M  AN; 

.   AGREED  TO  BY  THE  CONVENTION,   ON  SUNDAY   JXWE   aj, 

Are  French  people,  convinced  that  forgetfulnefs  of, 
and  contempt  for,  the  natural  rights  of  man  are  the  only 
caufes  of  the  crimes  and  misfortunes  of  the  world,  liave 
refolved  to  expofe,  in  a  Declaration,  their  faaed  and 
unalienable  rights,  in  order  that  all  citizens,  being  able, ' 
always  to  compare  the  afts  of  government  with  the  end 
of  every  focial  inftitution,  may  never  fufFerthemfelves  to 
be  opprefled  and  degraded  by  tyranny ;  and  that  the  peo- 
ple may  always  have  before  their  eyes  the  bafis  of  their 
liberty  and  happinefe  ;  the  Magiftrates  the  rule  of  their 
duty ;  and  the  Legiflature  the  objeQ;  of  their  miffion — 
They  acknowle^e  therefore  and  proclaim,  in  thepre- 
fcnce  of  the  Supreme  Being,  the  following 

declaration  of  the  rights  of  man  and  of 
Citizens. 

Article  I.  The  end  of  fociety  is  common  happihefe. 
Government  is  inftituted  to  fecure  to  man  the  enjoyment 
of  his  na'tural  and  imprefcriptible  rights. 

II.  Thefe  rights  are  Equality,  Liberty,  Safety,  and 
Property. 

III.  All  men  are  equal  by  nature  and  before  the  Law. 

IV.  The  I-aw  is  the  free  and  folemn  expreffion  of  the 
general  will.  It  ought  to  be  the  fame  for  all,  whether  it 
prote£b  or  punilhes.  It  cannot  order  but  what  is  juft 
and  u(eful  to  Society.  It  cannot  forbid  but  what  is 
hurtful. 

V.  All  Citizens  ai^  equally  admiffible  to  public  em- 
ployments. Free  *|^o^  avow  no  other  motives  of  pre- 
tcrenc^in  their  elcdions  than  virtue  and  talents. 

M  m  2  VI.  Liberty 
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VI  Liberty  is  that  power  which  belongs  to  a  man,  of 
doing  every  thing  that  does  noj  hurt  the  rights  of  another : 
its  principle  is  nature  ;  its  rule  is  juftice  ;  its  protection  the 
law;  and  its  moral  limits  are  defined  by  this  maxim,  "  Do 
not  to  another  what  you  would  not  wifti  done  to  yourkli.** 

VII.  The  right  (A  manifefting  one's  thoughts  and 
opinions,  either  by  the  prcfe,  or  m  any  other  manner : 
the  rig^t  of  aflembling  peaceably,  and  the  free  eserciie 
of  rili^ous  worfhip,  cannot  be  forbidden.  Tlic  neced 
fity  of  announcing  the{e  rights  fuppofes  either  the  prc- 
lence  or  the  recent  remembrance  of  defpotifm. 

VIII.  Whatever  is  not  fordidden  by  the  law  cannot 
be  prevented.  No  one  can  be  forced  to  do  that  which  it 
does  not  order. 

IX.  Safety  confifls  in  the  proteftion  granted  by  the 
(bciety  to  each  citizen  for  the  prefervation  of  his  perfon, 
his  rights,  and  his  property. 

X.  The  law  avenges  public  and  individual  liberty  of 
the  abufes  committed  ^inft  them  by  power. 

XI.  No  perfon  can  be  acculed,  arretted,  or  confined, 
but  in  cafes  determined  by  the  law,  and  according  to  the 
forms  which  it  prefcribes.  Every  citizen  fummoned  or 
feized  by  the  authority  of  the  law  ought  immediately  to 
obey  ;  he  renders  himfelf  culpable  by  refiftance. 

XII.  Every  aft  excrcifed  agiinft  a  man  to  which  the 
cafes  in  the  law  do  not  apply,  and  in  which  its  forms  are 
not  oblerved,  is  arbitrary  and  tyrannical.  Refpeft  for  the 
laws  forbids  him  to  fubmit  to  fuch  ads ;  and  if  attempts 
are  made  to  execute  them  by  violence,  he  has  a  rig^t  to 
repel  force  by  force. 

XIII.  Tliofe  who  (hall  folicit,  difpatch,  fign,  exe- 
cute, or  caufe  to  be  executed,  aibitrary  aft»  are  cidpable 
and  ought  to  be  punifhed. 

XIV.  Every  man  being  fuppofed  innocent  until  he 
has  been  declared  guilty,  if  it  is  judged  indifpenlable  to 
arrefl  him,  all  feverity  not  neceilary  to  fecure  his  pesfon 
ought  to  be  ttriftly  repreffed  by  the  law. 

XV.  No 
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XV.  No  one  ought  to  be  tried  and  puniftied  until  he 
has  been  legally  fummoned,  and  in  virtue  of  a  law  pub* 
lifted  previous  to  the  commiffion  of  the  crime.  A  law 
which  fhpuld  punilh  crimes  committed  before  it  exifted 
would  be  tyrannical.  The  retroaftivc  effeft  given  to  a  law 
would  be  a  crime. 

XVI.  The  law  ought  not  to  decree  any  punifhments 
but  fuch  as  are  ftriQly  and  evidently  necefl'ary :  puniftv- 
ment  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  crime,  and  ufeful  to 
lociety. 

XVI  I.  The  right  of  property  is  that  right  which  belongs 
to  every  citizen  to  enjoy  and  difpofe  of  according  to  his 
pleafure,  his  property,  revenues,  labour,  and  induftry. 

XVIII.  No  kind  of  labour,  culture,  or  commerce, 
can  be  forbidden  to  the  induftrious  citizen. 

XIX.  Every  man  may  engage  his  lervices  and  his 
time,  but  he  cannot  fell  himfelf ;  his  perion  is  not  alie- 
nable property.  The  law  does  not  acknowledge  fervitude ; 
there  can  exift  only  an  engagement  of  care  and  gratitude 
between  the  man  who  labours  and  the  man  who  empbys 
him. 

XX.  No  one  can  be  deprived  of  the  fmalleft  portion 
of  his  property,  without  his  confent,  except  when  the  pub- 
lic neceflity,  l^ly  afcertained,  evidently  requires^  it,  and 
on  condition  of  a  juft  and  previous  indemnification. 

XXI.  No  contribution  can  be  eftablilhed  but  fpr 
general  utility,  and  to  relieve  the  public  wants.  Every 
citizen  has  a  right  to  concur  in  the  eflabliftinient  of  con- 
tributions, to  watch  over  the  ufe  made  of  them,  and  to 
call  for  a  ftatement  of  their  expenditure. 

XXII.  Public  aids  are  a  facrcd  debt.  The  fociety 
is  obliged  to  provide  for  the  liibfiftencc  of  the  unfourtu- 
nate,  either  by  procuring  them  work,  or  by  fecuringthe 
means  of  exiftence  to  thole  who  are  unable  to  labour. 

XXIII.  I nftruftion  is  the  want  of  all,  and  the  (ociety 
ought  to  favour,  with  all  its  power,  the  prc^rcfs  of  public 
reafbn ;  and  to  place  inflruftion  within  the  teach  of  every 
citizen.  XXIV.  The 
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XXIV.  The  focial  guarantee  confifts  in  the  actions  ol 
all,  to  fecure  to  each  the  enjoyment  and  prefervation  ot 
his  rights.  This  guarantee  refls  on  the  National  Sove- 
reignty. 

XXV.  The  focial  guarantee  cannot  exiftif  the  limits 
of  public  functions  are  not  clearly  determined  by  the  law, 
and  if  the  refponlibility  of  all  public  functionaries  is  not 
fccured. 

XXVI.  The  Sovereignty  refides  in  the  People  ;  it  is 
one  and,  indivifible,  imprefcriptible.and  inalienable. 

XXVII.  No  portion  of  the  people  can  exercife  the 
power  of  the  whole :  but  each  Seftion  of  the  Sovereign 
aflembled  ought  to  enjoy  the  right  of  exprefSng  its  will 
in  perfcft  liberty.  Every  individual  who  arrogates  to  him- 
felf  the  Sovereignty,  or  who  ufurps  the  exercile  of  it  ought 
to  be  put  to  death  by  free  men. 

XX VIII.  A  people  have  always  the  right  of  revifing, 
amending,  and  changing  their  Ck)nflitution,  One  gene- 
ration cannot  fubjed  to  its  laws  future  generations. 

XXIX.  Every  citizen  has  an  equal  right  of  concurrir^ 
in  the  formation  of  the  law,  and  in  the  nomination  of  his 
mandatories  or  agents. 

XXX.  Public  funcflions  cannot  ht  confidered  as  dif- 
tinfl^ions  or  rewards,  but  as  duties. 

XXXI.  Crimes  committed  by  the  mandatories  of  the 
people  and  their  agentsought  never  to  remain  unpunifhed. 
No  one  has  a  right  to  pretend  to  be  more  inviolable  than 
other  citizens. 

XXXII.  The  right  of  prefenting  petitions  to  the 
Dcpofitorics  of  Public  Authority  belongs  to  every  indivi- 
dual. The  exercife  of  this  right  cannot,  in  any  cafe,  be 
forbidden,  fuf{)ended,  or  limited. 

XXXIII.  Refiftancc  to  oppreflion  is  the  confequencc 
of  the  other  rights  of  nun. 

XXXIV.  Opprcfiion  is  exercifed  againft  the  focial 
body,  when  even  one  of  its  members  is  opprefled. 
Opprcflion  u  exerciicd  againtt  each  member,  when  tlie 
/ccial  body  is  opprefled.  XXXV.  When 
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XXXV.  When  the  Government  violates  the  rights 
of  the  people,  infurrcftion  becomes  to  the  i)eople,  and 
to  every  portion  ot  the  people,  the  mod  facred  and  the 
moft  indifpenlable  of  duties. 

THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ACT. 

OF    THE   REPUBLIC, 

Art.  1 .   The  French  Republic  is  one  and  indivifible. 

OF   THE    DIVISION  OF   THE   PEOPLE. 

2.  The  French  People  are  divided,  for  the  exercife 
of  the  fovereignty,  in  Primary  AlTemblics  ot  Cantons. 

3.  For  the  adminiflxation  of  juftice  they  are  divided 
into  Departments,  Diftrids,  and  Municipalities. 

OF   THE   STATE  OF  CITIZENS. 

4.  Every  man  born  And  refident  in  France,  of  /the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  complete,  who  has  refided  a  year 
in  France,  who  has  acquired  property,  married  a  French 
woman,  adopted  a  child,  or  maintained  an  aged  perfon ; 
in  Ihort,  every  foreigner  who  (hall  be  judged  by  the 
L^flative  Body  to  have  deferved  well  by  his  humanity, 
fliall  be  admitted  to  exercife  tlie  rights  of  a  French  citizen. 

5.  The  exercife  of  the  rights  of  Citizens  fhall  be  loft 
by  being  naturalized  in  a  foreign  country,  by  accepting 
funftions  or  favours  from  a  Government  not  popular,  and 
by  condemnation  to  difgraceful  or  penal  punifhments, 

6.  The  exercife  of  the  rights  of  Citizens  fliall  be 
lufpended'by  a  Hate  or  accufation  ;*  and  by  being  declared 
contumacious,  as  long  as  the  fentence  is  not  reverfed. 

OF   THE   SOVEREIGNTY   OF  TiJE  PEOPLE. 

7.  The  Sovereign  People  are  the  univerlality  of  the 
French  Citizens. 

"8.  They  fliall  immediately  name  the  Depi^ties. 

9.  They  (hall  del^ate  to  eledtors  the  choice  of 
Adminiftrators,  Public  Arbitrators,  Criminal  Judges, 
and  Judges  of  Appeal. 

10.  They  fliaJl  deliberate  on  laws*  of 
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OF    PRIMARY    ASSEMBLIES. 

1 1.  Primary  Aflcpiblies  (hall  be  compoied  of  Citizens 
who  have  refided  fix  months  in  each  canton. 

12.  They  (hall  confift  of  two  hundred  Citizens  at 
Icaft,  or  fix  hundred  at  mofl,  called  to  vote. 

13.  They  fliall  be  cbnftituted  by  the  nomination 
of  a  Prefidcnt,  Secretaries,  and  Scrutineers. 

14.  Their  police  (hall  belong  to  them. 

15.  No  perfon  can  appear  there  witli  arms. 

16.  The  Eleftors  (liall  be  made  by  (cmtiny,  or 
openly  by  the  voice  ot  each  voter. 

17.  A  Primary  AQembly  cannot  in  any  cafe  prefcribc 
an  uniform  mode  of  voting. 

18.  The  Scrutineers  (hall  certify  the  votes  of  Citizens 
who,  not  being  able  to  write,  prefer  voting  by  fcrutiny. 

19.  The  fuff rages  on  laws  (hall  be  given  by^^s  ortw. 

20.  The  will  of  the  Primary  Aflfembly  (hall  be  pro- 
claimed as  follows :  "  The  Citizens  united  in  the  Pri- 
mary AJfemhly  of to  the  number  of- VoterSy 

vote  (for  or  againft)  by  a  majority  of' ." 

ot  THft  NATIONAL  REPRESENTATION. 

21.  Population  is  the  fole  bafis  of  the  National 
Jlepre(entation. 

22.  There  is  one  deputy  for  every  forty  thoufand 
individuals. 

23.  Each  re- union  of  Primary  aflcmblies  refulting 
from  a  population  of  from  thirty-nine  to  forty-one 
thoufand  fouls,  nominates  direQly  one  Deputy. 

24.  The  nomination  is  made  by  the  abfolute  majority 
of  (uffrages. 

25.  Lach  aflembly  cafts  up  the  (uffrages,  and  (ends  a 
CommiflTioner  for  the  general  calling  up  to  the  place 
pointed  out  as  the  moft  central. 

26.  If  the  calling iij)dofcs  not  give  an  ab(blutc  majo- 
jity,  a.  fecond  vote  is  proceeded  to,  and  the  votes  are 
taken  for  the  two  citizens  who  had  the  mod  votes. 

27.  In 
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27.  In  cale  of  equality  of  voices,  the  elded  ^as  the 
preference,  either  to  be  on  the  ballot,  or  de&ed  In 
cafe  of  equality  oi  age,  lot  decides. 

28.  Every  Frenchman,  exercifing  the  rights  of  citizen^ 
fs  eligible  through  the  extent  ot  the  RepuUic. 

29.  Every  Deputy  belongs  to  the  whole  nation.. 

30.  In  cafe  of  the  non-acceptance,  refignation,  for- 
leiture,  or  death  ot  a  Deputy,  he  is  repbced  t^  the 
Primary  Aflemblies  who  noipinated  him. 

31.  A  Deputy  who  has  given  in  his  refignation  cannot 
quit  his  poft  but  after  the  admiffion  of  his  fucceffor. 

32.  The  French  people  afTemble  every  year  on  the 
firft  of  May  for  elections. 

33.  It  proceeds  in  them,  whatever  be  the  number  of 
citizens  prefent  having  a  right  to  vote. 

34.  Primary  aflemblies  are  formed  on  extraordinary 
occafions,  on  the  demand  of  a  fifth  of  the  citizens,  who 
have  a  right  to  vote  in  them. 

35.  The  convocation  is  made,  in  this  cafe,  by  the 
Municipality  of  the  ordinary  place  of  meeting. 

36.  Thefe  extraordinary  Aflemblies  do  not  deliberate 
but  when  one  more  than  the  half  of  the  citizens  who 
have  a  Tight  to  vote  in  them  are  prefent. 

(•F   TH£   ELECTORAL    ASSEMBLIES. 

37.  The  citizens  met,  in  Primary  Aflemblies^  nomi- 
nate one  elector  for  every  two  hundred  titizens,  prefent 
or  not,  two  for  from  two  hundred  and  one  to  four  hun- 
fdred,  and  three  from  four  hundred  and  one  to  fix  hundred. 

38.  The  holding  of  the  Eleftoral  AflTemblies,  and  the 
mode  of  eledtions,  are  the  fame  as  the  Primary  Aflemblies. 

OF   THE  PRIMARY    ASSEMBLIES. 

39.  The  Legiflative  Body  is  one^  indivifible  and 
permanent. 

40.  Its  feflion  is  for  a  year. 

41.  It  meets  the  firil  of  July.  ( 

42.  The  National  Aflembly  cannot  be  con^lituted  if 
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it  does  not  confift  of  one  more  than  the  half  of  the  deputies. 

43.  The  Deputies  cannot  be  examinedi  accuied,  or 
'tried  at  any  time,  for  the  opinions  they  have  delivered  in 

the  Legiflative  Body. 

44.  They  may,  for  a  criminal  aft,  be  feized  enfia- 
grant  ddit;  but  a  warrant  of  arrefl,  or  a  warrant  fum- 
moning  to  appear,  cannot  be  granted  againfl  them 
unlefe  authorifed  by  the  Legiflative  Body. 

HOLDING  OF  THE  SITTIl^GS   OF   THE    LEGISLATIVE 

BODY. 

45.  The  fittings  of  the  National  Aflembly  are  public. 

46.  The  minutes  of  its  fittings  are  printed. 

47.  It  cannot  deliberate,  if  it  be  not  compofedof 
two  hundred  members  at  the  leall. 

48.  It  cannot  refiife  to  hear  its  Members  fpeak  in  the 
order  in  which  they  have  demanded  to  be  heard. 

49.  It  deliberates  ^by  a  majority  of  the  Members 
prefcnt. 

50.  Fifty  members  have  a  right  to  require  the  appeal 
nominal. 

5 1 .  It  has  the  right  of  cenfiire  on  the  conduft  of  it's 
Members  withih  itfelf. 

52.  The  police  appertains  to  it  in  the  place  of  its  fit- 
tings, and  in  the  external  circuit  which  it  has  deteranined. 

OF   THE    FUNCTIONS  OF   THE    LEGISLATIVE   BODY. 

53.'  The  Legifktive  Body  propofes  laws  and  paflb 
decrees. 

54.  Under  the  general  name  of  Laws  are  comprehend- 
ed the  a6ts  of  the  Legiflative  Body  concerning  the  legifla- 
tion  civil  and  criminal — the  general  adminifhation  of  the 
revenues,  and  of  the  oitlinary  expencesof  the  Republic — 
the  national  domains — the  title,  the  weight,  the  impref- 
fion,  and  the  denomination  of  money — th^  nature,  the 
amount,  and  the  colledion  of  contributions — the  decla- 
ratiron  of  war — eveiy  new  general  diflribution  of  the 
French  territory — the  public  inftrudion — the  public 
honoui-s  to  the  memory  of  great  men,  55.  Under 
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55.  Under  the  particular  name  of  ik^crees  are  inclu- 
ded the  afts  of  the  Legiflative  Body  concerning  the  annu- 
al eftablilhment  of  the  land  and  lea  forces — the  permif- 
iion  or  the  prohibition  of  tlie  paff^e  of  foreign  troops 
through  the  French  territory — the  introduftion  of  foreign 
naval  forces  into  the  ports  of  the  Republic — the"  meafure 
of  general  fafety  and  tranquillity — the  annual  and  occaii- 
onal  diftribution  of  public  fuccours  and|works — the  orders 
for  the  fabrication  of  money  of  every  kind — the  unforc- 
feen  ^d  extraordinary  expences — the  meafures  local  and 
particular  to  an  admin iftration,  a  commune,  or  a  kind  of 
public  works — the  defence  of  the  territory — the  ratifica- 
tion of  treaties — the  nomination  and  the  removal  of 
commanders  in  diief  of  armies — the  profecution  of  the 
refponfibility  of  Members  of  the  Council,  and,  the 
public  funftionaTies — the  accufation  of  perfons  chaiged 
with  plots  againfl  the  general  fafety  of  the  Republic — all 
change  in  the  partial  diftribution  of  the  French  territory 
— national  recompences. 

OF  THE   FORMATION   OF   THE    LAW. 

56.  The  plans,  of  Law  are  produced  by  a  report. 

57.  The  difcuffion  cannot  be  opened,  and  the  law 
cannot  be  provifionally  refolved  upon  until  fifteen  days 
after  the  report. 

58.  The  plan  is  printed  and  fent  to  all  the  Communes 
of  the  Republic,  under  thjs  title :   Law  profofed. 

59.  Forty  days  after  the  fending  of  the  law  propofcd, 
if  in  one  more  than  half  of  the  departments,  the  tenth  of 
the  Primary  aflemblies  of  each,  r^larly  formed,  have 
not  objefted  to  it,  the  plan  is  accepted  and  becomes  law. 

60.  If  there  be  an  objeftion,  the  Legiflative  Body 
convokes  the  Primary  Aflemblies. 

OF  THE   ENTITLING  OF    LAWS   AND   DECREES.    . 

61.  Laws,  decrees,  judgments,  and  all  public  afts  are 
entitled :  In  the  name  of  the  French  peopky  thc' 

year  of  the  French  Republic. 

OF 
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OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

62.  There  is  one  Executive  Council  compofed  of 
twenty-four  Members. 

63.  The  Eleftoral  Aflembly  of  each  Department 
nominates  one  candidate.  The  legiflative  body  choo(«s 
the  Members  of  the  Council  from  the  general  lift. 

64.  One  half  of  it  is  renewed  by  each  legiflature  in 
the  laft  month  of  the  feffion. 

65.  The  Council  is  charged  with  the  direftion  and 
iuperintendance  of  the  general  Adminiftration.  It 
cannot  aft  but  in  execution  of  the  laws  and  decrees  of 
the  legiflative  Bodv. 

66.  It  rK>minatcs,  not  of  its  own  body,  the  Agents  in 
chief  of  the  general  Adminiftration  of  the  Republic. 

67.  The  legiflative  Body  determines  the  number,  and 
the  hinftions,  of  thofe  Agents. 

68.  Thefc  Agents  do  not  form  a  Council.  They 
are  feparated,  without  any  immediate  correlpondence 
between  them ,  they  exercife  no  pertonal  authority, 

69.  The  Council  nominates,  not  of  its  own  body, 
the  external  Agents  of  the  Republic. 

70.  It  negociatcs  treaties. 

71.  The  Members  of  Council,  in  cafe  of  malverfion, 
are  accufed  by  the  legiflative  Body. 

72.  The  Council  is  refponfible  for  the  non-execution  of 
laws  and  decrees,and  tor  abufes  which  it  does  not  denounce. 

73.  It  recalls  and  replaces  the  Agents  in  its  nomiiation. 

74.  It  is  bound  to  denounce  them,  if  there  be  occa* 
(ion,  before  the  Judicial  Authorities. 

or  THE   CONNECTION  OF   THE   EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 
WITH   THE   EXECUTIVE   BODY. 

75.  The  Executive  Council  refides  near  the  legiflative 
Body.  It  has  admittance  and  a  feparate  feat  in  the 
place  of  fittings. 

76.  It  is  heard  as  often  as  it  has  an  account  to  give. 

77.  The  legiflative  Body  cnlls  it  into  the  place  of 
its  fitcings,  in  whole  or  in  part,  when  it  thinks  fit. 

OF 
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OF  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  MUNICIPAL  BODIES. 

78.  There  is  a  Municipal  Adminiftration  in  each 
commune  of  the  Republic — in  each  diftrift  an  interme- 
diate Adminiftration — in  each  department  a  central 
Adminiftration.  j 

79  The  Municipal  Officers  are  ekfted  by  the  Aflem- 
blies  of  the  Commune. 

80.  Tlie  Adminiftrators  are  nominated  by  the  Elec- 
toral Aflembliesof  depaitment  and  diftridt. 

81.  The  Municipalities  and  the  Adminiftrations  are 
renewed,  one  half  every  year.  ' 

•^  82.  The  Adminiftrators  and  Municipal  Officers  have 
no  character  of  reprefentation — they  cannot  in  any  cafe, 
modify  the  aCb  of  the  Icgiflative  Body,  or  fufpend  the 
execution  of  them. 

83.  The  legillative  Body  determines  the  funftions  of 
the  Municipal  Officers  and  Adminiftrators,  the  rules  of 
their  fubordination,  and  the  penalties  they  may  incur. 

84.  The  fittings  of  Municipalities  and  Adminifhations 
are  public. 

OF   giVIL  JUSTICE. 

85.  The  code  of  civil  and  criminal  laws  is  uniform  for 
all  the  Republic. 

86  No  infringement  can  be  made  of  the  right  which 
citizens  have  to  caufe  their  differences  to  be  pronounced 
upon  by  arbitrators  of  their  own  choice. 

87.  The  decifion  of  thefe  arbitrators  is  finals  if  the 
citizens  liave  not  referved  the  right  of  objefting  to  them. 

88.  There  are  Juftices  of  Peace  eleCled  by  the 
citizens  into  circuits  determined  by  the  law. 

89.  They  conciliate  and  judge  without  expence. 

9b.  Their  number  and  their  competence  are  regulated 
by  the  legiflative  Body. 

91.  There  are  public  Arbitrators  eledcd  by  the  Elec- 
toral AfTemblies. 

^2.  Their  number  and  their  circuits  are  fixed  by  the 
legiflative  Body.  93.  They 
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93.  They  take  cognizance  of  difputes  which  have  not 
been  finally  terminated  by  the  private  Arbitrators  or  the 
Juftices  of  Peace. 

54.  They  deliberate  in  public — they  give  their  opini- 
ons aloud — they  pronounce  in  the  laft  refort,  on  verbal 
defences,  or  fimple  memorials,  without  procedures^  and 
without  expence — they  aflSgn  thereafonsot  their  dedfions. 

OF  CRIMINAL  JUSTICE. 

95.  In  criminal  cales,  no  citizen  can  be  tried,  but  on 
an  acculation  received  by  a  Jury,  or  decreed  by  the 
l^flative  Body — ^the  acculed  have  Counfel  choien  by 
themfelves,  or  nominated  officially — the  procefs  is  public 
— the  faft  and  the  intention  are  declared  by  a  jury  of 
judgment — the  punilhment  is  applied  by  a  crinunal 
tribunal. 

-      or    PUBLIC  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

96.  No  citizen  is  exempted  from  the  honourable 
obligation  of  contributing  to  the  public  charges. 

or  THE  roRCE  or  the  republicI 

97.  The  general  force  of  the  Republic  is  compofed 
of  the  whole  people. 

98.  The  Republic  maintains  in  its  pay,  even  in  time 
of  peace,  an  armed  force,  by  fea  and  land. 

gg.  AH  the  French  are  foldiers ;  they  are  all  exercifed 
in  the  ufe  of  arms. 

100.  There  is  no  Generaliflimr>. 

101.  Difference  of  ranks,  their  diflinftive  marks  and 
fubordination,  fubfift  only  with  relation  to  fervice  and 
during  its  continuance. 

102.  The  public  force  employed  for  maintaining 
order  and  peace  in  the  ii^erior,  does  nol  aft  but  on  the 
requifition,  in  writing,  of  the  conflituted  authorities. 

.^  103.  The  public  force  employed  againft  enemies  from 
without,  afts  under  the  oiders  of  the  Executive  Council. 
104.  No  armed  body  caa  deliberate. 

or 
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OF   NATIONAL  CONVENTIONS. 

105.  If  in  one  more  than  the  half  of  the  Departments, 
the  tenth  of  the  Primary  Aflembhes  of  each,  regularly 
formed,  demand  the  revifion  ot  the  Conftitutional  Aft, 
or  the  change  of  lome  of  its  articles,  the  legiilative  Body 
is  bound  to  convoke  all  the  Primary  Affemblies  of  the 
Republic,  to  know  if  there  be  ground  for  a  National 
Convention. 

io6.  The  National  Convention  is  formed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  legiflatures,  and  unites  in  itfelf  their  powers. 

OF    THE  CORRESPONDENCE   OF  THE   FRENCH  REPUB* 
HC  WITH   FOREIGN   NATIONS. 

107.  The  French  people  is  the  fiiend  and  the  natural 
ally  of  every  free  people. 

108.  It  does  not  interfere  in  the  Government  of  other 
nations.  It  does  not  fioficr  other  nations  to  interfere  in  its 
own. 

109.  It  gives  an  afylum  to  foreigners  banifhed  from 
Iheir  country  for  the  caufe  of  liberty  s  it  refiifes  it  to  tyrants. 

110.  It  does  not  make  peace  with  an  enemy  that 
occupies  its  territory. 

OF   THE   GUARANTEE  OF   RIGHTS.    , 

111.  The  Conftitution  guarantees  to  all  the  French, 
equality,  liberty,  fafety,  property,  the  public  debt,  the 
free  exercile  ol  worfhip,  a  common  inflruftion,  public 
fuccGurs,  the  indefinite  liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  right  of 
petition,  the  right  of  meeting  in  popular  focieties,  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  man. 

112.  The  French  Republic  honours  loyalty,  courage, 
^e,  filial  piety,  misfortune — It  puts  the  depolit  of  its 
Conftitution  under  the  guard  of  all  the  virtues. 

(Signed)  COLLOT  D'HERBOIS,  Prefident. 

Durand-Mailjlane,  Ducos,  &c.  Secretaries. 

The 
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The  New  FRENCH  CALENDAR  for  the  prefcnt 
Year^  commencing  Sept,  22. 

Names  of  Montlis.  EnglifU.  Tcrtti. 

AUTUMK. 

Vindemaire  Vintage  Month  from  Sept.  i2  to  06t.  at 

Brumaire       Fog   Month       oA,  %i  to  Nov.  20 

Frumairc      Siect  Month        Nov.  ao  to  Dec.  »o 

'  WINTER. 

NivQs  Snow  Month     ^ —  Dec.  si  to  Jan.  19 

Pluvios  Rain  Month         Jan.  20  to  Feb.  iS 

Vcntos  Wind  Month     -^—  Feb.  19  to  March  ao, 

SPRING. 

Gcrmioal      Sprouts  Month  March  si  to  April  19 

Floreal  Flowers  Month April  ao  to  May  19 

Priareal         Paftuie  Month  May  ao  to  June  x8 

SUMMES. 

Meifidor        Harveft  Month June  19  to  July  18 

Fervidor       Hot  Month       — r-  July  19  to  Aug.  17 
Frudtidor      Fruit  Month      — -  Aug.  x8  to  Sept.  16 , 

Sans  Cuhtiilcs^  as  F tofts  Jf  Seated  to 

Les  Vertus  The  Virtues  Sept.  17 

Le  Genie  Genius  Sept.  18 

Le  Travail  Labour  Sept.  19 

L'Opinion  Opinion  Sept.  ao 

Les  Recompenfe3  Rewards  Sept  a  i . 

The  intercalary  day  oF  evety  fourth  year  is  to  be  called 
La  Sans  Cuhtidt;  on  which  there  is  to  be  a  national 
renovation  of  their  oath,  "  To  live  free  or  die.""*  The 
month  is  divided  into  three  decades,  the  days  of  ^hich 
arc  called,  from  th©  Latin  numerals, 

.     X.  'Pnmi£.       a.  Duodi.       3.  Tridi.       4.  ^aftidi. 
5.  Suintitii,     6.  Sextidi,      7.  Se^t&.     8.  O^iodi, 
9.  NMot&»    10.  Decadif  which  is  to  be  the  day  of  reft. 

FINIS. 
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